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CRISIS IN HARYANA

Saini calls Cabinet
meeting on May 15
NEWS » PAGE 10

UNGA VOTES

India backs Palestinian
bid for membership
WORLD » PAGE 14

OPENERS’ DAY OUT

Sai Sudarshan, Gill
keep Titans alive
SPORT » PAGE 15

T
he Supreme Court
on Friday granted
interim bail to Del-

hi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in the liquor poli-
cy case till June 1 to cam-
paign for the Lok Sabha
election. 

Mr. Kejriwal walked out
of the Tihar Jail in the even-
ing and participated in a
roadshow.

“There is no gainsaying
that General Elections to
Lok Sabha is the most sig-
ni�cant and an important
event this year, as it should
be in a national election
year. Between 650-700
million voters out of an
electorate of about 970
million will cast their votes
to elect the government of
this country for the next
�ve years. General Elec-

tions supply the vis viva to
a democracy,” a Bench of
Justices Sanjiv Khanna and
Dipankar Datta observed.

The court barred Mr.
Kejriwal from visiting the
Chief Minister’s O�ce or
the Delhi Secretariat. He
cannot sign any o�cial
�les unless it is required to
obtain the clearance or ap-

proval of the Lieutenant-
Governor of Delhi.

The order prohibited
him from making any com-
ments with regard to his
role in the liquor policy
case. He will not interact
with witnesses or have ac-
cess to �les connected with
the case. He has been di-
rected to furnish bail

bonds worth ₹50,000,
with one surety. Mr. Kejri-
wal has to surrender on
June 2. The court made it
clear that its grant of inte-
rim bail was not a com-
ment on the merits of the
case or on the appeal �led
by Mr. Kejriwal against his
arrest on March 21.

The eight-page order re-
jected an argument by the
Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED) that releasing
Mr. Kejriwal on interim bail
would create an impres-
sion among the public —
and worse still, a judicial
precedent — that politi-
cians are a separate class,
higher in status than the
ordinary citizen and im-
mune from arrest. Every
criminal would vie to be a
politician, the ED had said.

Kejriwal walks out of jail
as SC grants interim bail

Back in campaign: Arvind Kejriwal arrives at his residence after

being released from the Tihar Jail on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The temporary relief will allow Delhi Chief Minister to campaign for the Lok Sabha election; court

orders him not to visit o�ce, sign �les, comment on the liquor policy case or access related �les

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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THE REVANNA FILES

Power play,
politics, and
perversion
A crime that has left 
the nation shaking

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 9

PAWAN KALYAN INTERVIEW

‘My focus 
is on revival
of democratic
systems’

NEWS » PAGE 11

Guideline value
of property set 
to increase

CHENNAI

An elaborate exercise is under

way to revise the Market Value

Guidelines (MVG) of immovable

properties in T.N and the MVG

is expected to soar. » PAGE 6

SC seeks States’
reply on plea by
Udhayanidhi

NEW DELHI

The SC issued notice to four

States and a U.T. on a plea by

Udhayanidhi Stalin to club FIRs

against him in the Sanatana

Dharma case. » PAGE 6

After nearly three years of
trial, a Pune court on Fri-
day convicted two persons
and acquitted three in the
murder of activist Naren-
dra Achyut Dabholkar.

Dabholkar, 67, social ac-
tivist, writer and rational-
ist, was shot dead on Au-
gust 20, 2013, by two
motorcycle-borne assai-
lants on the Omkareshwar
bridge near the Shaniwar
Peth area in Pune when he
was out on a morning
walk.

Sessions court judge P.P.
Jadhav pronounced the
judgment sentencing the
assailants — Sachin Andure
and Sharad Kalaskar — to
life imprisonment and im-
posing a �ne of ₹5 lakh.

Virendrasinh Tawade,
Vikram Bhave and Sanjeev
Punalekar were acquitted
for lack of evidence.

Dr. Tawade was alleged
to be one of the master-

minds of the murder.
Speaking to The Hindu,

Dabholkar’s son and
daughter, Hamid and Muk-
ta Dabholkar, said they
were satis�ed that the two
accused had been convict-
ed and sentenced to life,
but the masterminds also
need to be punished. They
were determined to pur-
sue justice and take the
case to the Supreme Court.

The chargesheets, in-
cluding those related to the
murders of Govind Pan-

sare, M.M. Kalburgi, and
Gauri Lankesh revealed
alarming connections, in-
dicating a broader conspi-
racy spanning multiple
cases. All the cases had a
common thread, which
was what investigation
agencies had been saying.
Until the conspirator in all
these cases was appre-
hended, the safety of all ra-
tionalists remained in jeo-
pardy, they said.

Ms. Mukta added, “This
journey of 11 years was not
easy, but we stuck togeth-
er. The family and Maha-
rashtra Andhashraddha
Nirmoolan Samiti [MANS]
activists channelled our
hurt and anger into getting
justice. The loss su�ered
by our family cannot be
compensated in any way,
and the damage caused to
the social movement in
Maharashtra cannot be un-
done. It has been
life-changing.”

Court convicts 2, acquits 3
in Dabholkar murder case
Purnima Sah
Sneha Mutha
MUMBAI

The anti-superstition activist

was shot dead by two

bike-borne assailants in 2013.
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Day of the ‘globetrotters’

Flamboyant visitors: A flock of flamingos make merry at a pond in Navi Mumbai at the end of their migratory season. World Migratory Bird

Day is observed on May 11, Saturday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

India’s industrial output
growth slowed to 4.9% in
March from 5.6% in Febru-
ary, the National Statistical
O�ce revealed on Friday,
with base e�ects from last
March, when output had
grown a feeble 1.9%, boost-
ing the uptick. Mining out-
put slid to a 19-month low
growth of 1.2%, while elec-
tricity generation rose
8.6% from a 1.6% contrac-
tion in March 2023.

Manufacturing, which

constitutes 77.6% of the In-
dex of Industrial Produc-
tion (IIP), grew at a �ve-
month high pace of 5.2% in

March, relative to a mild
1.5% uptick in the same
month last year. Manufac-
turing growth for February

was revised to 4.9% from
5% estimated earlier, along
with the month’s IIP
growth which was down-
graded from 5.7%. Overall
industrial output grew
5.8% in 2023-24, a tad high-
er than the 5.2% rise in the
previous year, with manu-
facturing output growing
5.5% compared with 4.7%
in 2022-23 and mining out-
put accelerating by 7.5%
last year from a 5.8% rise in
the preceding year.

Industrial output slows to 4.9% in March
Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

As many as 12 Naxalites
were gunned down in an
encounter with security
personnel in Chhattis-
garh’s Bijapur district on
Friday, the police said, tak-
ing the number of left-wing
extremists killed so far this
year in the State to 103.

Two security personnel
were injured in an impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) blast triggered by
Maoists during the opera-
tion, they said.

This was the third major
strike on Naxalites by se-
curity forces in one month.
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai commended security
forces and senior o�cials
for the successful o�ensive
in Bijapur.

The latest gun�ght took
place in a forest near Pidia
village in the Gangaloor
police station limits when a
joint team of security per-
sonnel was out on an anti-
Naxal operation, a police
o�cial said.

12 Naxalites
killed in an
encounter in
Chhattisgarh

Press Trust of India
BIJAPUR

The Election Commission
rebutted allegations in a
letter by Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge to
his INDIA colleagues on
the alleged “discrepancies
in voting data” released by
the election panel. The EC
called the letter an “at-
tempt to push a biased nar-
rative under the guise of
seeking clari�cations”.

The rebuttal was re-
leased an hour before the
EC’s meeting with INDIA
bloc leaders, where apart
from the turnout data, the
leaders questioned the
EC’s inaction on com-
plaints against BJP leaders.

EC rebuts
Cong. chief ’s
allegation on
voting data

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELH

FULL REPORT ON

» PAGE 10

The daughter of a welder
in Ramanathapuram, who
travelled 15 km to reach
her school by public tran-
sport, has scored top
marks in the Class X State
board examination, the re-
sults of which were re-
leased on Friday. The State
recorded a pass percen-
tage of 91.55. 

D. Kaviya Janani, 15, a
student belonging to Dalit
community and hailing
from Peraiyur, a village lo-
cated in Ramanthapuram
district near Kamuthi,
scored 499 marks out of
500. 

Her father R. Dharmaraj
works as a welder on con-
tract basis in Coimbatore
and his wife D. Vasanthi is
employed at a grocery
store in Kamuthi. 

Both have struggled all

these years to educate
their two daughters — Kavi-
ya Janani and Akshaya.  

Financial burden 
Ms. Vasanthi, said, despite
all the struggles they faced,
they took a �rm decision to
educate both their girl chil-
dren. 

“Due to some personal
reasons, we made our two
children study in a private
school in Kamuthi, which
added to our �nancial bur-
den as we had to pay
school fees,” she said. 

Dalit girl from Kamuthi gets
top marks in Class X exam 
C. Palanivel Rajan
RAMANATHAPURAM 

Proud moment: D. Kaviya Janani celebrating her top score in the 

Class X exam with her mother and sister at Peraiyur village in

Ramanathapuram district on Friday. L. BALACHANDAR 
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I
n the academic year
2018-19, Greater Chen-
nai Corporation (GCC)

schools recorded a pass
percentage of 92.44 in the
Class X Board examination.
As the world battled a pan-
demic, the schools re-
mained closed for two
years, and the State de-
clared a blanket ‘all-pass’ to
the students. Cut to aca-
demic year 2021-2022,
GCC-run schools’s pass per-
centage hit a 10-year low of
75.84. Since then, Chennai
district’s pass percentage
has struggled to leave the
70 scale. 

This year, the district re-
corded a pass percentage
of 88.21, with GCC schools
recording 79.11 and govern-
ment schools recording
79.07. The government
school performance in the
city is only the second low-
est in the State. This consis-
tent dip in the pass percen-
tage has been attributed to
many factors, chief among
these being the learning
de�cit that occurred due to
the COVID-19 lockdown. 

“Steps have not been ta-
ken by schools to remedy
the pandemic-induced
learning loss among the
children. This is a�ecting
students from Class I.
There should be a diagnos-
tic test conducted to under-

stand at what learning
stage the students are and a
curriculum that would be-
ne�t them must be planned
accordingly,” said K.R.
Maalathi, CEO, Auuro Edu-
cational Services. 

Even with the learning
loss, other experts point
out that the technological
dependence among stu-
dents has gone up. “Other
districts have been able to
bounce back to the pre-CO-
VID-19 numbers but Chen-
nai has not. The depen-
dence on technology for

things other than studies
has adversely a�ected
them. Despite counselling
sessions with children and
parents, the students are
not able to move away from
the screens,” said N. Vi-
jayan, Senior Principal,
Zion Group of Schools. 

However, these are not
the only problems that
plague the schools as P.B.
Prince Gajendra Babu, gen-
eral secretary, The State
Platform for Common
School System–Tamil Nadu
(SPCSS-TN), points out.

“On a foundation-level, the
students need to be told
why education is an impor-
tant aspect and be taught
the importance of pursuing
it,” he said. 

Cyril Alexander of the
Tamil Nadu People’s Fo-
rum for Tobacco Control
(TNPFTC) stated that all
schools should be declared
a tobacco-free zone, other-
wise even younger children
will start falling preying to
it. 

An o�cial in the GCC
said: “Interest in education
is critical. Methods to han-
dle students who are not
comfortable with conven-
tional form of education
must be assessed. Skill-
based support can also be
extended in all schools to
empower children to seek
better opportunities.” 

He added that, “Low-
performing GCC-run
schools can be partnered
with high-scoring schools
to understand the latter’s
model and help the other.
Ideally, transport services
can also be o�ered to stu-
dents so dropout rates can
be monitored.” GCC Com-
missioner J. Radhakrishnan
said a granular analysis of
the results, both Class X
and XII and school-wise
and subject-wise, would be
done and students who
needed special guidance
would be identi�ed by Sep-
tember for the upcoming
academic year. 

Learning de�cit, rising tech
dependence among reasons
for fall in Class X pass rate
Experts call for steps to address the pandemic-induced learning loss, such as a diagnostic test to

identify the learning stage the students are at and prepare a curriculum according to their needs

Meghna M. 
R. Aishwaryaa
CHENNAI

CHENNAI: Class X students
studying in school run by
the Greater Chennai Cor-
poration recorded a pass
percentage of 79.11% in the
board exam this year.

The number of centums
scored by students in-
creased from three to 33
this year, with 24 in math,
�ve in social studies, and
four in science.

GCC-run schools record
pass percentage of 79.11

B. Sadhana, the topper in
the Class X board examina-
tion among students of the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) schools, aims to
become a medical doctor
and will prepare for the Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET)
through the free coaching
classes o�ered by the civic
body.

“My sister, B. Sandhiya,
is an engineer. I want to be
a doctor. I aspire to give
free medical services to pe-

ople of my community in
the future,” she said, and
added that she would �rst
have to crack NEET with
�ying colours before decid-
ing on a stream of medi-
cine to pursue. Her moth-

er, B. Vijayalakshmi, 44, a
native of Rameshwaram,
who works as a domestic
help in Chennai, said: “We
cannot pay for courses in
private colleges. We hope
she scores high in the Class
XII examination and NEET
so she can get a seat in a go-
vernment medical college
under the 7.5% horizontal
reservation for govern-
ment school students.” 

Highlighting her daught-
er’s achievements in
sports, Ms. Vijayalakshmi
said there was no space in
their house to display the
medals and trophies that

Ms. Sadhana had won. 
“Five of us live in the Ta-

mil Nadu Urban Housing
Development Board tene-
ments at Pushpa Nagar in
Besant Nagar. It is cramped
and noisy. My daughter
goes to school by 7 a.m.,
where she studies. The
headmistress, Girija, is
with the students at all
times, be it 7 a.m. or 8
p.m., to guide them,” said
P. Balamurugan, 50, Sad-
hana’s father. Her parents
said she also would help
her classmates and juniors
with their studies and had
a passion for learning. 

Corpn. school topper hopes to crack NEET 
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

B. Sadhana

V. Pavithra is all smiles af-
ter seeing her Class X
board exam results. “I
want to pursue computer
science and use it to furth-
er pursue football,” she
said. Ms. Pavithra is one of
the �ve girls to clear the ex-
am from the Urban Home-
less Shelter for Girls locat-
ed on the Communicable
Diseases Hospital campus
in Tondiarpet. It wasn’t an
easy task for M. Kavya, C.

Poongodhai, B. Anbarasi,
S. Saranya, and Ms. Pavith-
ra to clear the public exam
as they were under con-
stant fear of being without
a home. The Greater Chen-
nai Corporation (GCC) had
decided to shut down the
shelter a little over a year
ago. “Over �ve years ago, I
was rescued from the
streets. Residing in this
shelter has not only given
me the safety to study but
also an environment
where I was able to think
about other aspects of life

with my friends,” said Ms.
Pavithra, who scored 327
out of 500. So, when they
heard the news that they
might not have a place to
stay soon, the girls took it
hard. 

“Their focus on studies
took a hit. Some had decid-
ed to go back to their life
on the street,” said P. Jen-
nifer, the shelter’s coordi-
nator. But soon news ar-
rived that the GCC had
decided to keep the shelter
running, ensuring that the
children were able to pur-

sue their studies. All �ve
girls want to pursue a ca-
reer in sports as they are al-
ready part of the Street
Child Football and Cricket
teams. “In providing such
a space for children, it also
ensured that they had op-
portunities that they could
take advantage of – be it sa-
fety, sanitation, or studies.
GCC Commissioner J. Rad-
hakrishnan understood
the importance and
helped us out,” said Paul
Sundar Singh, secretary of
Karunalaya. 

Five girls from shelter home pass Class X exam

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

EXCELLENT HOME in Sholinganallur.
Contact: 9884576684

PALLIATIVE CARE at your home
Trained Nurses, 24/7, Dr., Physio
visits, Lab tests 1800−313−1883
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Medical care, Brahmin Food,
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A
solution seems
closer to the de-
cades-long issue of

frequent sewage over�ow
and gaps in water supply in
the densely populated
areas of north Chennai. 

Tenders are set to be
�oated for projects to im-
prove water and sewer in-
frastructure under the Va-

da Chennai Valarchi

Thittam by June. The Chen-
nai Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (Metrowater) is pre-
paring estimates to replace
the old sewer, water infras-
tructure, improve the sew-
age collection system and
initiate drinking water sup-
ply in unserved merged
areas, o�cials said. 

The State government
had earlier announced the
Vada Chennai Valarchi

Thittam to address the def-
iciencies in the infrastruc-
ture in north Chennai. The
sewer network laid in
north Chennai is the oldest
in the city and comprises
brick gravity sewers,
served by pumping sta-
tions in places such as
Royapuram and Purasa-
walkam since 1914. 

To keep pace with the
growing needs of the ex-
panding metropolis, the
water agency has chalked
out projects to upgrade the
network in chronically af-
fected areas. It had hired
Sai Consultants to study

the decades-old sewerage
and water supply infras-
tructure in the core parts
of north Chennai. Of the
560.97 million litres of
sewage treated daily (mld),
nearly 159 mld is received

and treated in Kodungaiy-
ur sewage treatment plant
(STP). It also has a 45 mld
tertiary treatment reverse
osmosis plant added to
supply treated water to in-
dustrial belt in north Chen-

nai. Metrowater o�cials
said 49 projects would be
carried out over the next
three years to strengthen
and modify the network to
address sewage issues and
water contamination apart

from providing adequate
piped water supply. While
some projects have already
been begun, new propo-
sals have been chalked out
to improve the capacity of
the sewage pumping sta-
tions and provide drinking
water supply to the left-out
streets. 

The long-awaited com-
prehensive sewerage pro-
ject in Chinnasekkadu has
reached its �nal stages and
will soon be inaugurated.
Some of the sewer works to
be taken up in the �rst
phase include sewer net-
work in merged areas in
Edayanchavadi, Puzhal,
Vadaperumbakkam and
new pipelines between
sewage pumping stations
in Royapuram and im-
proved sewage collection
system in Kolathur and Pe-
riyar Nagar. 

Metrowater also plans to
enlarge sewer pipelines in
various areas such as Tiru-
vottiyur, Perambur, Ton-
diarpet and R.K. Nagar and
construct a 6-mld modular
STP to treat sewage collect-
ed at Kilijosium Nagar, Ti-
ruvottiyur. 

O�cials said works were
under way to provide
piped water supply to ad-
ded areas in Manali and
Puzhal and replace old wa-
ter pipelines in R.K. Nagar
and Perambur. In the next
three years, choked water
lines in areas such as R.K.
Nagar, Royapuram, and Pe-
rambur would be re-
placed.

Parts of north Chennai to get
improved water, sewer network
Tenders are set to be �oated for these projects under the Vada Chennai Valarchi Thittam by June. O�cials of Metrowater

say 49 projects will be carried out over the next three years to strengthen and modify the network to address sewage issues

K. Lakshmi

CHENNAI

CHENNAI: L. Jeevanandam,
15, died after he was
knocked down by a lorry
while riding a bike in Mad-
uravoyal on Friday. The ac-
cident occurred on the ser-
vice road near
Maduravoyal bridge. The
lorry driver �ed the spot. A
police investigation is on.

Boy riding
bike fatally
knocked
down by lorry 

The fourth annual Proton
Practicum began at the
Apollo Proton Cancer
Centre (APCC) here on Fri-
day. 

Over 700 participants,
including radiation oncolo-
gists and medical physi-
cists from India and
abroad, attended the con-
ference. The theme of the
practicum is ‘improving
survival and survivorship
in paediatric and central
nervous system (CNS) tu-
mours with proton beam
therapy’. 

Rakesh Jalali, Medical
Director and Head of Ra-
diation Oncology, APCC,
said the academic event for
clinicians would help them
learn from experts, and
the doctors would also in-
teract with patients on so-

cial media platforms dur-
ing the event.

“The more we do, the
more we learn. It is a conti-
nuum of the learning pro-
cess for the bene�t of pa-
tients,” Dr. Jalali, who is
also the course director of
the practicum, said. 

Harshad Reddy, Direc-
tor, APCC, said the diversi-
ty of the practicum’s parti-
cipants would ensure
comprehensive under-
standing of global practic-
es in patient selection, clin-
ical work�ow, and
planning for proton beam
therapy. 

The practicum will in-
clude talks by over 30 ra-
diation oncologists and
medical physicists from
across the world besides
practical demonstrations
to showcase the strength
and versatility of proton
therapy technology for va-

rious paediatric cancers
and CNS tumours. 

Minesh Mehta, Deputy
Director and Chief of Ra-
diation Oncology at the
Miami Cancer Institute,
Baptist Health South Flori-
da, will deliver the Dr. Pra-
tap C. Reddy Proton Ora-
tion. 

Preetha Reddy, Execu-
tive Vice-chairperson,
Apollo Hospitals Group,
said the challenge was to
provide access to people
who need it. APCC provid-
ed the best-in-care treat-
ment at a tenth of the cost
at other places. 

Apollo Hospitals is com-
mitted to detecting the dis-
ease early, treating it, and
making people disease-
free, she added, and
praised the institution for
doing well in focusing on
treating paediatric can-
cers. 

More than 700 medical
professionals participate in 
meet on paediatric cancer
The Hindu Bureau
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Decades ago, Carnatic
musician Gayatri of the
Ranjani and Gayatri duo,
was introduced to maestro
Ilaiyaraaja’s music when
she had to play for compe-
titions for her college
orchestra.

At a time when men’s
college orchestra walked
away with prizes since they
had an added advantage of
playing instruments, Gaya-
tri walked in as a surprise
star element in her college
orchestra playing violin. Be
it Andhi Mazhai Pozhigi-
radhu or Paadu Nilavae,
she played the violin and
used it to create maximum
e�ect. 

“I tried to unravel as
much of layers as possible
in a single violin and would
try to capture as much as I
could. That is how my jour-
ney of getting introduced
to his world of music
opened up. We ended up
getting greeted with huge
claps. The richness of the
melodies and the ragas
were the heart of his com-
positions. We didn’t ima-
gine that one day we would
end up doing Raaja by Ra-
ga. That’s how beautiful
the canvas of life is,” Ms.
Gayatri said. 

In conversation with in-
dependent journalist and
founder of Aalaap, Akhila

Krishnamurthy, as part of
The Hindu Fridays event,
the RaGa sisters spoke at
length about the numerous
aspects from pursuit of
music from childhood to
life being anchored in mus-
ic, interluded with gener-
ous doses of di�erent ra-
gas. 

Ms. Ranjani said �lm
songs have played an im-
portant role in introducing
to the people the sounds of
Carnatic music. “But when
a person listens to �lm
songs, he is consuming it
as a �lm song not as classi-
cal music,” she added. 

She said whatever they
do, their life is deeply root-
ed and anchored to music.
“I will be cooking or doing
any other routine activity

but my mind is always in
music. I was writing my
Class X board examination
and heard students around
me asking me to hush. It
was then I realised that I
was singing,” she said. 

Ms. Gayatri said from
their childhood, music was
more than an integral part
of their daily life. She recol-
lected how it was a life
�lled with music packed in
di�erent ways. “We didn’t
think that one day we
would become perform-
ers. Performance hap-
pened by chance. There
was a lot of time commit-
ting yourself uncondition-
ally to music. The journey
was always all about prepa-
ration. We didn’t achieve
fame easily,” she said. 

At The Hindu Fridays event,
Ranjani and Gayatri discuss
Ilaiyaraaja, music and more 

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Musical musings: Carnatic vocalists Ranjani and Gayatri during an

interaction at The Hindu’s o�ice in Chennai on Friday. R.RAVINDRAN 

I
magine a break where
you will be waking up
with the rooster, try-

ing your hand at milking
the cows, feeding the
chicken, plucking tender
ladys �nger from the �elds
and having lunch under
the shade of a canopy of
trees. The images in your
mind will remain even af-
ter you return to the mill
and grind of your daily rou-
tine. Agrotourism centres
give such lasting memories
to those who like to be one
with nature.  

The Tamil Nadu Tou-
rism Development Corpo-
ration (TTDC) is trying its
hand at o�ering farm tours
to visitors in the State. Stu-
dying models from other
States, it is charting a stra-
tegy for the same. Recent-
ly, a meeting of various sta-
keholders was held where
di�erent models were dis-
cussed. O�cials said tou-
rists were evincing interest
in learning about rural life
and it would be a win-win
situation for both the farm-
ers and tourists.  

A.P. Arul James Edwin
Thambu, founder and se-
cretary, Tamil Nadu Agro-

tourism Federation, who
has been providing train-
ing to farmers interested in
agrotourism, said visitors
have to be able to do so-
mething in the farm, to see
and learn something and
buy something from the
farm. “By bringing the
pro�table tourism and
mostly loss-making agricul-
ture together, we can give
an authentic feel to the vis-
itors,” he explained.  

Shammy Jacob and his
wife Charlotte Vant Kloos-
ter, who started their farm
in 2016 at Thalambur, o�
OMR near Chennai, said
their objective was to ex-
pose their children to live
one with nature when they
moved back from The
Netherlands. “We planted

trees and then the farm
started telling us what to
do. We brought in cows,
chicken and ducks and de-
signed our farm around
our house. Since we had
additional rooms, we
opened them to people
who wanted to enjoy farm
life. We give people space
to have picnics beneath the
trees,” Mr. Jacob said.  

C.Samayamoorthy,
Commissioner of Tourism,
said a policy was under
preparation for agrotou-
rism in the State. “There is
a lot of interest in Tamil Na-
du, which is evident from
the rising numbers of tou-
rists to the State. Agrotou-
rism is already being of-
fered, we want to enlarge
the scope,” he said.  

T.N. gearing up to
provide agrotourism
facilities to visitors 

Agrotourism is being o�ered at a small scale in some places, and

there is a need to widen the scope, says Commissioner of Tourism. 

TTDC is trying its hand at o�ering farm tours to visitors. As tourists are

evincing interest, it will be a win-win situation for farmers, visitors: o�cials 

Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
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Avadi city police conducted raids on outlets
which were found stocking and selling banned
tobacco products such as mava and gutka. The
special raids were conducted at 20 houses and 70
shops in the Avadi city police jurisdiction. The
police along with Food Safety o�cials on Friday
sealed 34 shops. Avadi City Police Commissioner
K.Shankar said this year, the police registered 132
cases against those selling ganja and arrested 204
persons, seizing 349 kg of the contraband and 12
vehicles. “Twelve accused were detained under
the Goondas Act. Police also registered 242 cases
and arrested 255 persons, seizing 2628 kg of
gutka and eight vehicles. A �ne of Rs.55.8 lakh
was imposd and six were detained under the
Goondas Act for selling gutka,” he said.

Avadi city police seal 34 
shops for selling gutka

INBRIEF
�

The Kundrathur police
have arrested three sus-
pects who allegedly kid-
napped and murdered a
54-year-old businessman
for cheating them of mo-
ney by promising to get
them government jobs.

The police identi�ed the
victim as K. Venkatesan of
Jaswant Nagar in West Mo-
gappair. He worked at a
leading car manufacturer
in Sriperumpudur and la-
ter became a coconut who-
lesaler. His wife, Lakshmi,
50, was a teacher who had

taken voluntary retire-
ment. 

Last Sunday, the couple
dropped their two sons at
an examination centre in
Poonthalam in a car as
Chandrakumar, the youn-
ger, was writing the Nation-

al Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test. The couple then left
for Salem to settle a land
dispute. However, they did
not return and their mo-
bile phones had been
switched o�. One of the
sons lodged a complaint
with the Kundrathur police
seeking to trace his pa-
rents. Kundrathur police
inspector E. Velu took up
the case for investigation. 

The son told the police
that he had received a call
from his mother asking
them to come to the house
of S. Ganeshan, 47, a
school teacher and district
secretary of the Tamilnadu

Asiriyar Kootani, in Sunna-
lampatti, near Uthangarai,
in Krishnagiri. A team of
police personnel accompa-
nied the sons to the village
and surrounded Ganesh-
an’s house. Ganeshan and
two others, who attempted
to �ee, were nabbed.
Further investigation re-
vealed that they had mur-
dered Venkatesan. 

A police o�cer said Ven-
katesan had claimed that
he was close to bureau-
crats in the Centre and
State governments and
that he could get them go-
vernment jobs for a price.
He had received money to

the tune of ₹12.5 crore
from several persons, in-
cluding Ganeshan. Howev-
er, he failed to keep his
promise and delayed re-
turning the money. 

So, the cheated parties
planned to either recover
their money from Venkate-
san or usurp his proper-
ties. They used Vijayaraga-
van, a real estate broker
acquainted with Venkate-
san, to lure him to Soora-
mangalam in Salem. When
Venkatesan and his wife ar-
rived, the suspects beat
them up to get back their
money. While Venkatesan
died due to physical tor-

ture, Ms. Lakshmi was con-
�ned in a room. Venkate-
san’s body was buried near
a stone quarry, the police
said. 

They continued to tor-
ture Ms. Lakshmi to usurp
the properties. She told
them that her sons needed
to be present to execute
the deeds, and so, they al-
lowed her to contact them
over phone. Following
this, the sons informed the
police. 

The police arrested Ga-
neshan, G. Nithyanandan,
32, of Anaimalai in Coim-
batore, and E. Vignesh, 32,
of Uthangarai. 

Three held in Krishnagiri for murdering businessman 
R. Sivaraman

CHENNAI

K. Venkatesan 

Burglars drilled a hole in
the wall of a jewellery
shop in East Tambaram
and took away at least 10
sovereigns of gold jewel-
lery and 8 kg of silver
articles.

The jewellery shop is lo-
cated on Camp Road in
East Tambaram on the Ve-

lachery-Tambaram Road.
On Friday morning, when
the owner of the shop
opened the shutter, he
found several items lying
scattered. 

A hole was found in a
portion of the wall at the
back of the shop.. 

Police said that they are
analysing CCTV footage
from the spot to trace the
suspects. 

Burglary at jewellery
shop in East Tambaram  

The Hindu Bureau
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The Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Court on
Friday remanded YouTuber ‘Savukku’ Shankar in
judicial custody in a case �led by the Cyber
Crime Wing of the Greater Chennai City Police
based on a complaint from the Chennai
Metropolitan Development Authority (CMDA).
Police sources said that the CMDA had alleged
that Mr. Shankar had, in an interview, shown
false documents claiming that they were from the
CMDA, “which led to law and order issues”. He
was booked for o�ences including forgery and
cheating. The Cyber Crime Wing �led two more
cases against him, based on complaints by two
women. The Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,
Egmore, refused to remand him in these cases,
according to his advocate. However, the court
remanded him in judicial custody till May 24 in
the case �led based on the CMDA’s complaint. He
was taken to the central prison in Puzhal.
Meanwhile, the Theni police searched his o�ce
in T. Nagar and his house in Maduravoyal.

YouTuber ‘Savukku’ Shankar 
remanded in judicial custody

CHENNAI: DMK president
and Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin on Friday
welcomed the Supreme
Court order granting inte-
rim bail to his Delhi coun-
terpart Arvind Kejriwal. 

In a social media post,
Mr. Stalin said that this vic-
tory against “injustice”
strengthened democracy. 

CM welcomes
SC decision to
grant bail to
Kejriwal 
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“Both our incomes put together would only add
up to ₹13,000 per month, but that should not hin-
der our children’s dreams,” Ms. Vasanthi said, ad-
ding that her daughter’s dream of becoming an
IAS o�cer stemmed from the social life she expe-
rienced in their village.

Though incidents of child marriage had re-
duced, many girls were still not allowed to conti-
nue their education after a certain age. “These so-
cietal pressures have got etched as a painful
memory in her, and hence, she believes that she
can put an end to all these social evils when she
becomes an IAS o�cer,” Ms. Vasanthi said.

Ms. Janani, who aspires to become an IAS o�c-
er, has chosen Commerce and History for Class
XII as she hopes that they would help her in her
journey to become a bureaucrat. 

“The marks that I have scored will further
boost my con�dence towards reaching my goal.
This has also instilled con�dence in many girls in
my village,” she added. 

When asked about her resolve to become an
IAS o�cer, she said that it was her wish since Class
III. “The wish has become a strong desire now, af-
ter knowing about the changes that the position is
capable of ushering in,” she added.

However, Ms. Janani’s mother hopes that their
family would get �nancial help from the govern-
ment to educate both her daughters.

B.N. Bathusha, head of the Rahmania Higher
Secondary School, where Ms. Janani is a student,
said they had planned to provide her free educa-
tion for the next two years, besides other forms of
support.

Class X: Dalit girl from
Kamuthi gets top marks

From Page One

A
s much as 91.55% of
students have
passed the Class X

State board examination
this year, according to the
results released by the Di-
rectorate of Government
Examination (DGE) on Fri-
day. Ariyalur district tops
the table with a pass per-
centage of 97.3, followed
by Sivaganga at 97 and Ra-
manathapuram at 96.3.

This year’s pass percen-
tage is slightly higher than
the 91.39% recorded last
year. However, the total
number of students who
took the exam has fallen to
8,94,260 from 9,14,320 last
year. 

A total of 4,48,061 girls
and 4,47,203 boys from
12,616 schools wrote the
exam. Girls achieved a pass
percentage of 94.53, out-
performing boys (88.58).

Out of the 12,625 schools
in the State, 1,364 govern-
ment schools and 4,105
other schools recorded a
100% pass. A total of
20,691 students scored a
centum in Mathematics
and 5,104 in science. There
were 415 centums in En-
glish and only eight in Ta-
mil. 

Private schools outper-
formed other schools with
a pass percentage of 97.43.

Of the 13,510 disabled
candidates who wrote the
exam, 12,491 cleared it, re-
cording a 92.45% pass. 

Congratulating the stu-

dents, Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin said, “To pursue
higher education in voca-
tional or other streams,
there are platforms like the
Naan Mudhalvan scheme
that the students should
take advantage of.”

In a social media post,
School Education Minister
Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
congratulated the students
and urged those who had
scored low marks to take
the supplementary exam.

The Directorate of Go-

vernment Examinations
said that students can take
up the Class X supplemen-
tary exam from July 2, and
those who pass it would be
eligible for higher educa-
tion from the current aca-
demic year.

91.55% pass Class X exam in 
State, Ariyalur tops the table
This year’s pass percentage is slightly higher than the 91.39% recorded last year. However, the 

total number of students who took the exam has fallen to 8,94,260 from 9,14,320 last year 

Meghna M.
CHENNAI As many as 7,520 students

out of a total of 8,651 who
appeared for the Class X
board exam from schools
falling under the Depart-
ment of Adi Dravidar and
Tribal Welfare have
passed this year.

According to o�cial
sources, of the 6,630 stu-
dents from Adi Dravidar
Welfare schools who ap-
peared for the Class X ex-
am, 5,659 cleared it, re-
cording a pass percentage
of 85.4 – higher than the
84% pass recorded in 2023
and 79% in 2022.

The pass percentage of
girls and boys from Adi
Dravidar Welfare schools

was 91 and 80, respective-
ly. A total of 66 Adi Dravi-
dar Welfare schools
achieved 100% pass. 

A total of 2,021 students
from Tribal Welfare
schools appeared for the
exam, of whom 1,861
passed. 

The pass percentage
was 92.08. Girls outper-
formed boys by a slim
margin. The pass percen-
tage of girls and boys was
92.64 and 91.56, respec-
tively. 

Adi Dravidar, Tribal
Welfare schools
record 85% pass

The pass percentage
of Adi Dravidar
Welfare schools is
higher than the 84%
recorded in 2023

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In the four days since the
launch of psychological
counselling services for
students who did not pass
the Class XII board exami-
nation, the Health Depart-
ment has identi�ed 127
high-risk students and pro-
vided counselling to them.

On May 6, the day on
which the results were de-
clared, the department
launched counselling ser-
vices through its health

helpline number 104 and
TeleMANAS call centre
number 14416. Through
the School Education De-
partment, a list of 51,919
students, including 32,164
boys and 19,755 girls, who
were not successful, was
obtained. High-risk stu-
dents were being identi�ed
and referred to the District
Mental Health Programme
teams for counselling and
follow-up. 

“So far, 127 high-risk stu-
dents have been coun-
selled,” an o�cial said.

127 high-risk Class XII
students counselled

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An elaborate exercise is
under way to revise the
Market Value Guidelines
(MVG) of immovable pro-
perties in Tamil Nadu. The
MVG is expected to soar,
considering the increase in
the cost of land across the
State, Registration Depart-
ment sources said.

The process was initiat-
ed soon after the Madras
High Court quashed a cir-
cular of the Inspector-Gen-
eral of Registration to col-
lect stamp duty and
registration charges on the
basis of the guideline va-
lues �xed for lands in 2012,
without following a deci-
sion taken in 2017 to re-
duce the value by 33%.

The sources said that
the Valuation Sub-Commit-
tees headed by the Collec-
tors in all the districts were
preparing the draft guide-
line values under the pro-
visions of the Tamil Nadu
(Constitution of Valuation
Committee for Estimation,
Publication and Revision
of Market Value Guidelines
of Properties) Rule 4(2).
The process was expected
to be completed in 15 days,
after which the State-level
Valuation Committee

would approve the revised
MVG.

For the purpose of pre-
paring the MVG of proper-
ties, the Valuation Commit-
tee was constituted under
Section 47-AA of the Tamil
Nadu Act 13 of 2008, which
came into e�ect on June 1,
2010. Accordingly, the Val-
uation Committee was the
�nal authority for the for-
mulation of the policy,
methodology and adminis-
tration of the MVG, and
may constitute a Valuation
Sub-Committee in each
district, comprising such
members as may be pre-
scribed, for estimation and
revision of the MVG, the
sources said.

Explaining the process
of revising the guideline
values, the sources said
that inquiries would be

made with locals having
adequate knowledge of the
subject. “The inquiries
shall be made with at least
�ve persons from various
places in the same village.
Among the values ascer-
tained from them, a rea-
sonable and realistic �gure
shall be adopted for the
purpose of �xing the gui-
deline value. Unreasonable
and motivated information
on values shall be strictly
ignored,” a senior o�cial
said.

Citing procedures, the
o�cial said that the sales
statistics of properties in
each category, such as agri-
cultural, residential, com-
mercial, etc. recorded in
the past two years would
be prepared. Fancy values
and unreasonable rates
would not be considered.

“Based on these two fac-
tors, a reasonable and real-
istic value would be ar-
rived at and proposed as
the draft MVG for appro-
val,” the o�cial said.

Registrants’ objections
In cases where the regis-
trant did not accept the
guideline values, there was
a recourse provision under
Section 47A(1) of the Indian
Stamp Act. However, the
number of such objections
had declined over the
years. The number of ob-
jections raised by the appli-
cants, which was 10,381
out of a total of 7.95 lakh re-
gistrations in 2017-18, re-
duced to 3,083 out of the
14.13 lakh registrations in
2023-24. “It can be inferred
from this data that the
MVG was accepted by the
registrants in a majority of
the cases, which also im-
plies that the value is not
more than the prevailing
market value,” the o�cial
said.

He said that the MVG be-
ing followed did not re�ect
the real market value,
which could lead to eva-
sion of stamp duty/transfer
duty and unreasonable-
ness in the grant of com-
pensation in land acquisi-
tion cases. 

Quashing the order of
the Inspector-General of
Registrations stating that
the MVG of 2012 had been
restored, the court had
pointed to non-compliance
with Rules 3, 4 and 5 of the
Tamil Nadu Stamp Rules,
2010, and wondered how
the Valuation Committee
had arrived at the value
without adequate inputs
from the Valuation Sub-
Committees on the prevail-
ing market rates.

The court directed the
State to follow the MVG
�xed with e�ect from June
9, 2017, till the Valuation
Committee revises the
same by following due pro-
cess. It ruled that the docu-
ments already registered
during the period from the
date of the circular (March
30, 2023) and the date of
the judgment stood ex-
cluded. Consequently, no
one was entitled to claim a
refund of the stamp duty
already paid for registering
documents based on the
circular.

When asked whether
the MVG was revised and
restored to the 2017 value
after the court order, the
o�cial said that no chang-
es were made in the soft-
ware, and the status quo
was being maintained. 

Property guideline values set for upward revision
S Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The values are expected to soar, considering the increase in the cost

of land across the State, Registration Department sources said.

The Supreme Court on
Friday issued notice to
four States, a Union Terri-
tory and several indivi-
duals on a petition �led by
Tamil Nadu Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin to club
the FIRs registered against
him over his remarks on
Sanatana Dharma. 

A Bench of Justices San-
jiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta sought responses
from Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka, Bihar,
and Jammu and Kashmir,
where cases had been re-
gistered against the DMK
leader. 

Mr. Udhayanidhi was
represented by senior ad-
vocates A.M. Singhvi, P.
Wilson and Atul Chitle.

He had argued that his
petition was not about the
merits of the case, but fo-
cused on the question of
procedure. He said that
the registration of multi-
ple FIRs was a violation of
his right to a fair trial, and
amounted to “persecution

before prosecution”.
“You abuse Article 19(1)

(a) [free speech], you
abuse Article 25 [freedom
of conscience]. Now, you
are coming here under Ar-
ticle 32 [writ protection of
fundamental rights]...You
are not a layman. You are a
Minister. You should have
realised the consequenc-
es,” Justice Datta had ob-
served during a hearing
on March 4.

Mr. Singhvi had re-
ferred to past cases involv-
ing television anchors Ar-
nab Goswami, Amish
Devgan and Nupur Shar-

ma, in which the top court
had intervened and
clubbed the FIRs in one
place.

“I may lose or win the
case on merits. But this is
persecution, making me
run around. The FIRs are
based on the same state-
ment,” Mr. Singhvi had
submitted.

Question of jurisdiction
The petition �led by Mr.
Udhayanidhi had said that
it was well-settled in crimi-
nal law that only a crimi-
nal court, within whose
territorial jurisdiction the
alleged o�ence took place,
would proceed with the
case.

Mr. Udhayanidhi had
made the speech at Kama-
rajar Auditorium in Chen-
nai. The jurisdiction
would be vested in a court
in Chennai.

He had voiced appre-
hension that inquiries in
Uttar Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra would “certainly
have political overtones”
and a�ect his right to a fair
trial.

Sanatana Dharma: SC seeks
response from States, U.T. on
Udhayanidhi’s plea to club FIRs 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The registration of multiple

FIRs was a violation of the right

to a fair trial, the Minister said.

In a move aimed at bridg-
ing the communication
gap between frontline sta�
and local travellers, South-
ern Railway has decided to
teach the regional lan-
guage of every State to em-
ployees belonging to other
States.

According to sources in
the Railways, the move fol-
lows instances of sta� not
being conversant in the lo-
cal language resulting in ar-
guments and complaints,

particularly at ticket book-
ing counters.

Realising that several
employees posted in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala hailed
from other States and were
not conversant in the local
language, Southern Rail-
way, in a circular, said that
it was imperative that they
acquired a working know-
ledge of Tamil, Malayalam,
Telugu or Kannada to serve
the public and the organi-
sation better. 

Training module
Instructions were given to

by the Chief Loco Inspec-
tor to run at 50 kmph in-
stead of the prescribed li-
mit of 15 kmph during the
day and 10 kmph at night,
the conversation took
place in Hindi.

“It appeared that the
Chief Loco Inspector was
trying to speak in whatever
Hindi he knew with the lo-
copilot, who belonged to a
North Indian State. Under-
standing and being conver-
sant in the local language
also helps in implementing
safety instructions,” the of-
�cial said.

Railway Catering and Tou-
rism Corporation, locopi-
lots and other employees
belonged to predominant-
ly Hindi-speaking States
and lacked a basic working
knowledge of the regional
language.

A senior railway o�cial
said that besides language
issues between some em-
ployees and the travelling
public, there were commu-
nication problems at work,
too. In a recent case report-
ed in the Salem Division,
where the locopilot of a re-
lief engine was instructed

mayogi’ e-learning
platform.

In a communication,
the Zonal Railways said
that the use of the ‘Bhasha
Sangam’ mobile applica-
tion (developed by the Mi-
nistry of Education, Go-
vernment of India, in
collaboration with ‘MyGov’
India) may also be popular-
ised for easy learning by
employees hailing from
other States.

The sources said that
many ticket booking sta�,
travelling ticket examiners,
catering sta� of the Indian

the heads of all depart-
ments, workshops, recruit-
ment and training centres,
and Divisional Railway
Managers of Chennai, Tiru-
chi, Madurai, Salem, Thi-
ruvananthapuram and Pa-
lakkad to develop a
training module for basic
learning of spoken regional
languages (depending on
the Divisions) for em-
ployees, and incorporate
the same in the induction
and refresher training pro-
grammes. Training insti-
tutes were told to create
the content under the ‘Kar-

Southern Railway to teach regional language of each State to sta� from other States
S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The move follows instances of sta� not being conversant in the

local language resulting in arguments and complaints, particularly

at ticket booking counters. 

A total of 228 prison inmates have passed the
Class X board examination. About 260 inmates,
including 21 woman prisoners from central
prisons and special prisons for women across the
State, registered to write the examination for the
2023-2024 academic year. Of them, 228 cleared
the examination, recording a pass percentage of
87.69.

228 prison inmates pass 
Class X board examination

INBRIEF
�
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, coastal Karnataka, Kerala and Mahe.

Thunderstorm with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated places

over Sikkim, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Telangana, coastal Andhra

Pradesh, Yanam, Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar Islands
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......35.5...... 23.6 Kozhikode ....................... —......35.9...... 27.8

Ahmedabad............. —......41.4...... 28.8 Kurnool .............................9......39.6...... 25.2

Aizawl ...................... —......29.7...... 21.1 Lucknow.......................... —......36.1...... 25.4

Allahabad ................ —......39.4...... 25.7 Madurai ..........................0.5......39.9...... 26.5

Bengaluru................14......31.9...... 22.0 Mangaluru....................... —......34.4...... 26.6

Bhopal ..................... —......41.5...... 26.7 Mumbai ........................... —......33.6...... 26.8

Bhubaneswar .......... —......38.2...... 25.5 Mysuru...............................4......36.0...... 26.0

Chandigarh.............. —......37.0...... 28.9 New Delhi........................ —......39.0...... 27.7

Chennai ................... —......37.2...... 27.6 Patna............................... —......33.5...... 22.8

Coimbatore ...............2......35.8...... 24.0 Port Blair .........................17......33.5...... 28.0

Dehradun................. —......34.2...... 24.2 Puducherry ..................... —......35.6...... 29.0

Gangtok .....................2......19.9...... 14.0 Pune ..................................1......39.2...... 25.3

Goa........................... —......34.3...... 25.9 Raipur.............................. —......38.5...... 25.3

Guwahati ................. —......31.2...... 22.2 Ranchi .............................15......34.2...... 18.7

Hubballi ................... —......38.0...... 25.0 Shillong ..........................0.3......20.8...... 14.4

Hyderabad............... —......37.8...... 26.2 Shimla ............................. —......27.5...... 17.6

Imphal .....................28......26.7...... 17.3 Srinagar........................... —......23.5...... 13.8

Jaipur ...................... —......43.0...... 29.7 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......35.6...... 26.9

Kochi........................31......33.4...... 24.6 Tiruchi ............................. —......39.9...... 28.6

Kohima ......................7......20.6...... 12.0 Vijayawada...................... —......39.2..........—

Kolkata ....................16......32.6...... 22.0 Visakhapatnam................ —......35.0...... 26.5

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Sri

Ganganagar, Rajasthan

recorded an overall air

quality index (AQI) score

of 307 indicating an

unhealthy level of

pollution. In contrast,

Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

recorded a healthy AQI

score of 27

Ahmedabad ..... .23 ..32 .26 ...250 ...153 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...6 ..11 .35 ...110 ....75 ......*

Chennai............ ...3 ....9 .70 .....35 ....35 ......*

Delhi ................. .13 112 .56 ...275 ...166 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .14 ..11 .16 .....96 ....84 ......*

Kolkata............. .12 ..30 .22 .....49 ....42 ......*

Lucknow........... ...6 ..52 .22 ...262 ...131 ......*

Mumbai ............ ..— ..48 ...9 ...195 ....93 ......*

Pune ................. .19 ..64 102 .....89 ....70 ......*

Visakhapatnam .13 ..36 .16 .....35 ....76 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, on
Friday, accused

the Congress of “wanting
to treat Hindus as second-
class citizens in their own
country with a particular
dislike for the Hindu reli-
gion and its festivals”.

“They (Congress) did
not want the Ram Mandir
to be built in Ayodhya.
They say building the tem-
ple and celebrating Ram
Navami is against the ‘idea
of India’. Those looking
from foreigners’ eyes do
not know it as it is justice to
all and appeasement to
none. I am proud of going

to temples. But, it is made
as if going to temples is
against the nation. Do you
like to go to Ayodhya for
‘darshan’ or not,” he
asked.

Continuing his tirade

against the Congress and
its ‘Shehzade’ (Prince) at a
meeting in Narayanpet-Ma-
habubnagar, he said the
party is dividing the nation
in the name of religion,
and, despite being aware

that religious quotas are
against the Constitution
and the will of Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar, it is not talking
about scrapping it because
it is their “real agenda”.

The Congress is not con-
cerned about the Hindus
or the nation though reli-
gious quota will only en-
courage fake religious
conversions.

Psychologically, it is
against Hindus, had op-
posed BC quotas and now
wants to give away SC/ST/
BC quota to Muslims. This
was evident during the
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation polls
when the reserved BC
seats were handed over to
Muslims, he claimed.

Cong. wants to treat Hindus
as second-class citizens: PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated during a public

meeting in Hyderabad on Friday. ANI

Addressing a meeting in Hyderabad, Modi says Congress is dividing the nation in the name of

religion and it thinks building a temple and celebrating Ram Navami is against the ‘idea of India’

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The people of Visakhapat-
nam in general and those
from the industrial belt of
Gajuwaka in particular,
who eagerly awaited the
arrival of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his pu-
blic meeting in Anakapalli
on May 6, were disappoint-
ed as he conveniently skirt-
ed the Visakhapatnam
Steel Plant (VSP) privatisa-
tion issue.

The steel plant is locat-
ed in the Gajuwaka As-
sembly segment in the Vi-
sakhapatnam Lok Sabha
constituency. A vast major-

ity of workers of the VSP,
and their families live in
Ukkunagaram, Gajuwaka
and adjoining areas. 

For over three years, the
decision taken by the Modi
government on the “stra-
tegic sale of VSP”, has
caused considerable dis-
quiet not only among steel
plant employees but also
all sections of people. The
employees launched an in-
de�nite relay hunger strike
at Kurmannapalem, and
are still taking turns to con-
tinue the strike even as
they attend to their duties
at the plant. They had per-
sisted with the strike even
when the COVID-19 pan-

demic was at its peak, tak-
ing adequate precautions
such as wearing masks. It’s
a di�erent matter that
some of the workers died
from the infection.

While the ruling YSRCP
government and the Oppo-
sition Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) and Jana Sena Party
( JSP) extended support to
the strike, they have failed

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy wrote a let-
ter to Mr. Modi seeking re-
versal of the decision.

VSP was established fol-
lowing innumerable sacrif-
ices made by the people of
combined Andhra Pradesh
and Visakhapatnam region
and is an emotive issue. “A
total of 32 persons lost
their lives in the struggle.
Farmers of 62 villages gave
up 22,000 acres of fertile
land for the plant,” says
Centre of Indian Trade Un-
ions (CITU) State president
Ch. Narasinga Rao, who
had participated in the agi-
tation for VSP’s establish-
ment as a student.

to openly oppose the deci-
sion of the Modi govern-
ment. On the other hand,
the Left parties, Congress
and other Opposition par-
ties have criticised the
Centre sharply. 

The VSP issue has
grabbed national attention
and no party can a�ord to
ignore it. The Centre’s si-
lence is bound to have a
huge impact on the pros-
pects of not only the BJP
but its alliance partners in
A.P., the TDP and JSP,
mainly in Gajuwaka. It may
also impact the prospects
of YSRCP as it was content
with adopting a resolution
in the Assembly while

Steel plant privatisation issue takes centre stage in Gajuwaka
B. Madhu Gopal
VISAKHAPATNAM

Several people lost their lives in the struggle for the establishment

of Visakhapatnam Steel Plant. K.R. DEEPAK

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is fascinated with
“Mughals, mutton, Muslim
League and mangalasutra”
and tries to scare people
with irrelevant issues, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said here on Friday.

“Such cheap political
discourse was never seen
in Indian politics and it
doesn’t suit the stature of
Indian Prime Minister,” he
said addressing a press
conference. 

Mr. Kharge questioned
whether Mr. Modi was
sleeping if he knew money
was being sent in ‘tempos’
to Congress by industrial-
ists Gautam Adani and Mu-
kesh Ambani, and advised

him to send Central agen-
cies to the residences of
the industrialists.

“Let the agencies raid
their houses if he had that
information.” 

Charging the Prime Mi-
nister with favouritism, he
asked why Gujarat was get-
ting “preference”. 

Modi’s comments
don’t suit stature of
Indian PM: Kharge 

Mallikarjun Kharge addresses

the media on Friday. PTI

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

The Secunderabad Lok
Sabha constituency has
been a lucky one for BJP
candidates in the recent
past. Whoever won from
here, such as Bandaru Dat-
tatreya (1998, 1999 & 2014)
and Telangana BJP presi-
dent G. Kishan Reddy
(2019), have gone on to be-
come Union Ministers.

Though Mr. Dattatreya
(now Haryana Governor)
was unceremoniously
ousted from the Modi go-
vernment without any rea-
son being assigned, Mr.
Kishan Reddy, who had re-
placed him in the consti-
tuency in the last election,
was also accommodated in
the Centre — �rst as Union
Minister of State and later
as a full-�edged Cabinet
Minister in 2019.

There has been a sea
change in the political sce-
nario since then with the
Congress forming the go-
vernment in Telangana last
December. However, the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) had won six of the se-
ven Assembly segments in
Musheerabad, Amberpet,
Khairatabad, Jubilee Hills,
Sanatnagar and Secunde-
rabad. The remaining seat
was won by the Majlis Par-
ty narrowly with the Con-
gress putting up a sti� �ght
in Nampally. 

The sa�ron party fared
poorly in many seats, even
coming third, making it
quite a task for Mr. Kishan
Reddy to turn the tables
and emerge victorious
again. Yet, he is unfazed.

“It happened in the last
elections also. We won just
one Assembly seat. I lost
from Amberpet, but we
won four Lok Sabha consti-
tuencies including getting
a majority in the segment
within four months. Voters
clearly told us at the time

of the Assembly polls that
they will vote for BJP and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the parliamentary
election,” he says.

Mr. Reddy has released
a progress report on his
work such as getting Se-
cunderabad railway station
modernised, completing
MMTS phase II, Cherlapalli
terminal station upgrade,
Kazipet wagon repair
workshop, and develop-
ment of tribal museum. He
has been taking no chanc-
es, spending considerable
time in touring the consti-
tuency even if it meant
avoiding campaigning
elsewhere.

But, he faces a tough
electoral battle because his
opponents are no pushov-
ers. 

Sitting MLA
T. Padma Rao of the BRS

is a sitting MLA from Se-
cunderabad, having won
in three successive elec-
tions, and is considered a
popular leader. He has
been campaigning exten-
sively, and his leader K.T.
Rama Rao has been ad-
dressing street-side public
meetings about civic infras-
tructure improvement dur-
ing their government,
while taking aim at State
and Central governments.

Congress candidate Da-
nam Nagender is another
unique case, who conti-

nues to be BRS MLA from
the Khairatabad consti-
tuency even after switch-
ing parties. He was chosen
by Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy over many
other claimants because of
his solid voter base. He is a
�ve-time legislator, having
won thrice from Asifnagar,
once on TDP ticket and
twice on BRS ticket, indi-
cating his sway among
voters.

Feedback di�ers
Voter feedback varies from
area to area. 

“Mr. Padma Rao is ap-
proachable and is liked
across party lines so it does
not matter whether BRS is
on the backfoot or not,”
says businessman Preeth-
am. 

“Parties are luring
small-time leaders seeking
support for their respec-
tive candidates with no ov-
ert promises being made.
Mr. Kishan Reddy’s people
are all over, but you can
never underestimate Na-
gender’s following,” says
Srinivas, another business-
man. 

“Mr. Modi remains pop-
ular and Mr. Reddy is ap-
proachable,” says Prasad,
an advocate.

Plus, there is the minor-
ity vote which can decide
the winner despite being
unevenly distributed, as it
is close to 30%. Will they
stick with the BRS as they
may have done during the
Assembly election, or shift
their loyalties? The consti-
tuency has issues of in-
adequate water supply,
bad internal roads, �ood-
ing during rains, sewage
network, tra�c problems,
etc. 

With local corporators
switching sides or sailing
on two boats in a three-cor-
nered contest, it will be in-
teresting to see who will
come up trumps.

Kishan Reddy faces a tough
battle in Secunderabad 
V. Geetanath
HYDERABAD

G. Kishan Reddy

The “absconding” Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna, ac-
cused of multiple instances
of sexual abuse, has been
booked for rape in another
case. This is the second
rape case against him. Praj-
wal was booked for rape in
the �rst case on May 2.

He is learnt to have
�own to Germany on April
27 and is still at large. Inter-
pol has issued a Blue Cor-
ner Notice against him. 

The new FIR was regis-
tered on May 5, based on a
complaint lodged by a
former domestic help in
H.D. Revanna’s house. Act-
ing on her complaint, the
police have registered an
FIR against Prajwal, book-
ing him for rape.

Police �le
another rape
case against
Hassan MP

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A minor girl from Kumba-
ragadige village in Karnata-
ka’s Kodagu was beheaded
on Thursday by a person to
whom she was engaged.

The girl, who had
cleared the SSLC examina-
tion, was engaged to Pra-
kash, 33, on Thursday. Ho-
wever, the o�cials of
Social Welfare Department
took a bond from the pa-
rents that their daughter
would not be married till
she turned 18.

Upset about the deve-
lopments, Prakash
dragged the girl out of her
house and severed her
head from her torso.

Man beheads
minor girl 
in Kodagu

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU
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I
n granting interim bail to Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal, the Supreme Court of
India has reversed a development that upset

the level playing �eld for the ongoing general
election. When Mr. Kejriwal was arrested in
March for his alleged involvement in corruption
in the formulation of a liquor policy for Delhi, it
might not have seemed an obvious setback to fed-
eralism and democracy. But the arrest of a serv-
ing Chief Minister and a key �gure in the Opposi-
tion, when the election process was already on,
sent shock waves among regional parties. And, as
he remained behind bars, it stoked fears that
States run by parties other than those in power at
the Centre could easily be undermined by getting
central agencies to arrest Chief Ministers on
charges that may or may not be based on evi-
dence. In Mr. Kejriwal’s case, the Court is right in
both citing the general election as a good enough
reason to grant him interim bail until June 1,
when the last phase of polling will be held, and in
rejecting the Centre’s argument that it would
amount to favourable treatment to politicians. As
the Court has pointed out, interim release orders
relate to the “peculiarities associated with the
person in question and surrounding circum-
stances”. The absence of a notable leader from
the campaign arena, especially when he is yet to
be convicted, will be a factor that will cast a
doubt on the free and fair nature of the election.

The Court has made his bail conditional on his
keeping away from the Delhi Secretariat and the
CM’s o�ce. And he is to abide by his statement
that he would not sign any o�cial �le, unless re-
quired to do so to get the Lieutenant General’s ap-
proval for something. That Mr. Kejriwal did not
respond to several summonses from the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) does not show him in a
good light. But, at the same time, it cannot be for-
gotten that be it the CBI’s corruption charge, or
the ED’s money-laundering charge, the case
against him is based on a belated statement made
by suspects who had turned approvers and ob-
tained pardon on the promise of testifying
against him. The probative value of these state-
ments will be tested during trial. Another factor
to be noted is that there are statutory restrictions
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
on seeking bail, resulting in many questioning
the validity of their arrest, as Mr. Kejriwal has
done, rather than �le for bail. If only courts ap-
plied the basic principle of granting bail to those
who are unlikely to �ee from justice, with appro-
priate conditions to neutralise their likely in-
�uence over witnesses and to safeguard evi-
dence, orders granting bail would not evoke
political reactions and doubts whether the polit-
ical class is being unduly favoured.

Voting for relief 
Interim bail for Delhi CM reverses

damage to level playing �eld in polls 

P
roteins are long chains of amino-acid resi-
dues that fold into speci�c shapes. Pro-
perly folded proteins function normally

whereas misfolded ones can lead to debilitating
diseases. Since these chains are quite long, a gi-
ven protein can actually fold into one of a very
large number of shapes — yet it makes a beeline
for a speci�c shape while avoiding all the others.
How and why this happens constitute an impor-
tant mystery in structural biology called the pro-
tein-folding problem. In 2018, �ve decades after it
was mooted, a Google subsidiary named Deep-
Mind developed a purpose-built AI tool to predict
the shapes into which di�erent proteins could
fold, called AlphaFold. The upgraded AlphaFold
2 followed two years later. Many scientists and
technologists acknowledge that these two deep-
learning systems have transformed human
awareness of protein structures, a feat the ma-
chines demonstrated in the biennial Critical As-
sessment of Protein Structure Prediction contest.
Recently, DeepMind launched AlphaFold 3,
which can reportedly predict the shapes with
nearly 80% accuracy as well as model DNA, RNA,
ligands, and modi�cations to them. As with the
�rst two AlphaFolds, no. 3 is great for being able
to elucidate the folded proteins’ structures in se-
conds rather than the years humans have re-
quired with advanced microscopic techniques.

Not surprisingly, the excitement that followed
the release of AlphaFold 3 has been unable to es-
cape the hype and overblown expectations that
dogged the launches of its predecessors. These
machines can predict protein structures with re-
latively high accuracy but they cannot say why
they are folded that way; this is still the task of hu-
man scientists. How the AlphaFolds will catalyse
drug discovery is also unclear. Many drugs fail to
make it to the market from the laboratory be-
cause medical researchers are unable to antici-
pate all the interactions between the drugs’ va-
rious components and various parts of the body.
The protein-folding problem is important to
crack but it will not magically improve drugs’
chances in human clinical trials. It is a step in that
direction. Finally, the free use of AlphaFold 3 is li-
mited while its inner mechanisms are unavailable
for public exploration or scrutiny, so far. While
the motivation to innovate of DeepMind is lauda-
ble, the cutting-edge value AlphaFold 3 presents
to health care means the company should ex-
plore alternative revenue models in which the
system is not trapped behind paywalls or exorbi-
tant prices — a fate that has already befallen
scienti�c papers and medicines born of publicly
funded research. Recall that the AlphaFolds’
training data itself includes protein structures
�rst elucidated by such research.

Folds and faults 
Free use of AlphaFold 3 must extend to

scrutiny of its inner mechanisms 

T
he model code of conduct has, once
again, attracted national attention
because of its egregious violation by
senior politicians during the election

campaign for the 18th Lok Sabha. Political parties
are duty bound to obey the code as it was framed
by the Election Commission of India (ECI) on the
basis of a consensus among all political parties in
order to have a peaceful, orderly and civilised
election. However, as elections in India are a no
holds barred war, this consensus often breaks
down with party leaders losing no opportunity to
hit their opponents below the belt. Of late,
elections are a free for all. Distortions, blatant
falsehoods, mischievous misinterpretations,
slanging matches — all are par for the course.

The Constitution mandates the ECI to conduct
elections in a free and fair manner. In fact, free
and fair elections are a part of the basic structure
of the Constitution. Article 324 confers on the
Election Commission, plenary powers to enable it
to ensure a free and fair election. In Election
Commission of India vs State of Tamil Nadu and
Others (1993), the Supreme Court of India restates
the role and powers of the Commission in the
following words: “The ECI is a high constitutional
authority charged with the function and the duty
of ensuring free and fair elections and of the
purity of the electoral process. It has all the
incidental and ancillary powers to e�ectuate the
constitutional objective and purpose. The
plenitude of the Commission’s powers
corresponds to the high constitutional functions
it has to discharge.”

Key provisions
The model code of conduct was framed by the
Commission to ensure that the elections are free
and fair and the electoral process remains pure.
Also, a level playing �eld is a necessary condition
to ensure that elections are free and fair. The key
provisions of the code are: no party or candidate
shall indulge in any activity which may aggravate
existing di�erences or create communal hatred
or cause tension between di�erent castes,
communities — religious or linguistic; criticism of
other political parties shall be con�ned to their
policies and programs. No unveri�ed allegations
or distortions against other parties shall be
allowed; there shall be no appeal to cast or
communal feelings for securing votes; no party or
its candidate shall indulge in corrupt practices or
commit o�ences under the election law.

Needless to say that violation of these
directions are serious infractions of the code,
making it impossible to hold free and fair
elections and maintain the purity of the electoral
process. So, it is the duty of the ECI to quickly
examine those violations and take suitable action

against the violators so that the purity of the
electoral process is maintained. Here a question
arises as to what action the Commission can take
in such cases.

On deterrent action
It is common knowledge that the model code of
conduct is not legally enforceable. So, it is not
possible to seek any relief from the court for
violation of the code. The only way open to the
aggrieved party is to complain to the Commission
and seek its intervention. It must be noted here
that neither The Representation of the People Act
nor The Conduct of Election Rules makes any
provision for the model code of conduct.
However, the Election Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order brought out by the ECI in 1968
makes a provision to deal with the violation of the
Model Code of Conduct. The Symbols order was
issued in exercise of the powers conferred by
Article 324. Paragraph 16A of the Symbols order
says that in case of violation of the model code of
conduct or other direction or orders of the
Commission, it can suspend the recognition of a
party, or, in an extreme case, even withdraw its
recognition. Suspension or withdrawal of
recognition of a party will deprive it of the
symbol reserved for it. This will pose enormous
problems to a recognised party as it will not be
able to use its reserved symbol in the election. So,
the ECI has the power to act decisively against the
violators of the model code of conduct. We have
seen the ECI taking violators o� the election
campaign for 24 to 48 hours. It can also take the
violator o� the campaign in the elections no
matter how high he or she is in the party. Such
actions by the ECI will de�nitely act as a deterrent
and send the right message to the political
parties.

However, experience shows that after the late
T.N. Seshan, the ECI has never acted so decisively
as he used to do. T.N. Seshan struck terror in the
minds of politicians. Elections in India today are a
do-or-die battle and the only aim here is to defeat
the enemy. Political adversaries are treated as
enemies and the goal is to exterminate them.
Elections have long ceased to be the civilised
democratic exercise they are meant to be, where
each player scrupulously adheres to be norms set
by law. Now, every e�ort is made to stir the basest
passions in men. At one time there existed a
consensus among politicians that nothing should
be done to exacerbate the divisions in the society
especially on the basis of religion. 

We should not forget that religion in India is a
potent tool which can be e�ectively used to
divide society. The founding fathers of the
Constitution wisely chose secularism and
democracy as the warp and woof of the

Constitution. They believed that only secularism
can hold this country of immense diversities
together. The Representation of People Act 1951,
has made any appeal in the name of any religion
a corrupt practice which will invalidate an
election. Thus, religion is kept out of the electoral
battle by the statute. But it is brought back and
installed at the centre of this battle�eld by
politicians. The nation wants the ECI to address
this issue with full seriousness.

A violation of oath
The issue of senior members of the Council of
Ministers making communally charged speeches
during the election campaign has not been dealt
with sternly by the ECI or the courts. Speeches of
such persons during the election campaign,
which have extremely toxic references to the
followers of a particular religion or community or
caste and which can promote hatred in a section
of voters, �agrantly violate the oath they have
taken as Ministers. A Minister, through the oath
he takes, gives a solemn assurance to the people
of the country that he will do right to all manner
of people without favour or ill will. By speaking
directly or indirectly against a section of the
society, they demonstrate their inherent bias and
ill will against them which is a violation of oath.
The Constitution or the election law does not
prescribe any punishment for violating the oath
by Ministers. Section 125 of the Representation of
People Act 1951, provides for a three-year
sentence as maximum punishment for promoting
feelings of enmity or hatred between di�erent
classes of citizens on the ground of religion.
Members of the Council of Ministers of the Union
as well as the States are holding high
constitutional o�ce and are oath bound to do
right to all without ill will towards anyone.
Therefore, any utterances on their part to the
contrary need to be seriously dealt with. The
apex court can give a standing direction to the
ECI to initiate criminal proceedings under Section
125 of the Representation of People Act 1951
whenever such occasion arises and also take the
violators o� the campaign till the ongoing
elections are over.

The top court has always laid stress on
maintaining the purity of an election. It says:
“what is meant by purity of elections? According
to us, it means that the elections should not only
be free from corrupt practices but also free from
evil practices” (A. Neelalohithadasan Nadar vs
George Mascrene). Promoting hatred between two
sections of people on the ground of religion , cast
or community is an evil practice. The
Constitution puts a lot of powers in the hands of
the ECI. These powers are meant to be exercised
when the need arises.

The fraying of the model code of conduct 

P.D.T. Achary

is former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

It is the duty of
the Election
Commission of
India to quickly
examine
violations and
take action so
that the purity
of the electoral
process is
maintained

O
ne would never imagine that huge
volumes of freshwater exist under the
saline ocean. In the 1960s, says a media

report, the U.S. Geological Survey drilled
boreholes o� the New Jersey coast and
unexpectedly struck freshwater. Similarly, with
time, a team of scientists from Vietnam and even
in other countries have discovered underwater
sources of fresh water. For example, a river under
the sea was discovered at the bottom of the Black
Sea. This river appears to be over a 100 feet deep
and has a �ow rate of about four miles per hour;
about 22,000 cubic meters of water passes
through this particular channel. It would count
among one of the largest rivers in the world when
compared to land-based rivers, say media links.
This makes one thing certain: there is scienti�c
evidence of rivers under the sea.

Statistics show that the total volume of water
on earth is estimated at 1.386 billion km3, where
97.5% is salt water and 2.5% freshwater. Out of
this freshwater, only 0.3% is in liquid form on the
surface, which means that the rest of the
freshwater is underground, including on or under
the ocean bed.

Considering that freshwater is a depleting
resource, countries will begin exploring for and
exploiting freshwater from above or under their
ocean bed, within their maritime zones.
Eventually, countries will expand exploration
beyond their Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ),
into what is commonly known as the “Area”,
which is covered under Part XI of the United
Nations Law of the Sea Convention, 1982
(UNCLOS). The “Area” under UNCLOS is de�ned
as the seabed and ocean �oor and subsoil
thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction
and is referred to as the common heritage of
mankind. This means that it is available for
everyone’s use and bene�t, keeping in mind the

future generations.

The law of the sea
Although UNCLOS arrays most of the
internationally accepted law on the subject,
customary international law continues to remain
an important source of the law of the sea. While
UNCLOS is known as a single comprehensive text
covering the constitution and the governance of
the oceans, it is interesting to know that the
Convention on the Territorial Sea and the
Contiguous Zone, the Convention on the High
Seas, the Convention on Fishing and
Conservation of the Living Resources of the High
Seas and the Convention on the Continental Shelf
(Geneva Conventions on the Law of the Sea, 1958)
cover most of the issues as UNCLOS and these
Geneva conventions are mostly platformed over
customary international law.

To complicate matters further, Article 311 of
UNCLOS states that this Convention shall prevail
as between states parties, over the Geneva
Conventions on the Law of the Sea, 1958. Hence,
not only is UNCLOS not applicable to these
non-signatory states but also these countries do
not recognise the doctrine of Exclusive Economic
Zone (200 nm) or the “Area” (beyond 200 nm).
The least of the surprise is that the United States
is a signatory to the Geneva Conventions 1958 and
not UNCLOS.

Exploration and exploitation of the “Area”
under UNCLOS is limited to the term “resources”,
which is de�ned as all solid, liquid or gaseous
mineral resources in situ in the Area at or
beneath the seabed, including polymetallic
nodules — and resources when recovered from
the Area are referred to as “minerals”. If this be
the case, does the de�nition of the term
“minerals” cover “freshwater”? The International
Seabed Authority (referred to as the Authority) is

empowered under UNCLOS to administer and
control the activities in the Area. Consequently,
exploration of all minerals from the Area is
required to be in accordance with the rules,
regulations and procedures laid down by the
Authority. If state parties to UNCLOS are
regulated by the Authority, who regulates state
parties to the Geneva Conventions, especially in
activities concerning mining and exploratory
activities in the “Area”?

A zone of exploration
As evident from current events, the next wars are
expected to be fought over water and expansion.
Given that in the years to come freshwater will
become a very scarce and an expensive
commodity, the Area will qualify as a potential
zone for freshwater exploration and extraction.
Just as oil wells are explored and capped for
future use, fresh water wells may be identi�ed
and capped for future use. In the lacuna of
speci�c legislation and terminologies governing
and controlling the advancement of resource
beyond national jurisdiction (such as fresh water)
integrated with multiple legislations governing
the law of the sea, the “Area” will once again
attract controversy.

Given that a large international community is
diligently working towards Sustainable
Development Goals and activities beyond
national jurisdictions, arriving at an amicable
non-controversial legislative text, addressing
various lacunae in the laws of the sea, especially
exploratory activities concerning freshwater from
the Area, ought to be the next logical milestone.
In this, India can take the lead role. This would be
an area which would truly bene�t mankind,
rather than spending gallons of money, looking
for water and proposing plans for human
settlement on Mars and the moon.

Freshwater quest, the likely new gold hunt 

Archana Reddy
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India can take
the lead in
shaping
non-contro-
versial legislative
text that
addresses the
gaps in the laws
of the sea,
especially in
exploratory
activities that
concern
freshwater
extraction

Interim bail granted
I write this letter as Senior
Advocate, Supreme Court of
India, and a former Union
Minister for Law and
Justice. The Supreme
Court’s order granting
interim bail to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
balances the sanctity of the
fundamental right to
personal liberty and
freedom of expression in
the election season with the
necessity to observe the
legal due process in a
criminal investigation.
In as much as the Court’s
order facilitates

is true that no nation
invests or lends enormous
amounts in another country
for altruistic reasons. China
insists on sovereign
guarantees for loans by the
host governments. Sri
Lanka has become a
cautionary tale on the kind
of problems Chinese
projects can cause
(Datapoint, Opinion page,
May 9).

H.N. Ramakrishna,
Bengaluru

are either strategically
located or rich in resources
such as cobalt, oil or
Lithium. China’s signature
foreign policy, the Belt and
Road Initiative and its
maritime version, is to
connect Chinese ports on
the South China Sea to
seaports in the Indian
Ocean, West Asia, and the
Horn of Africa. These
networks clearly benefit
China through an increase
in commerce, and when
debts cannot be repaid,
they renegotiate by
conceding valuable and
strategic national assets. It

of this god-sent
opportunity.
Tharcius S. Fernando,
Chennai

Mr. Kejriwal can now move
to the campaign trail with
new energy. It seems
democracy in India is being
guarded by the top court
that is thwarting the
machinations of an
autocratic entity.
M.C. Vijay Shankar,

Chennai

Debt and China
China’s debt trap diplomacy
is focused on nations that

The Court order rea�irms
the legal principles for the
grant of interim bail to
those in custody, and is a
fine balancing act in
furtherance of the
democratic fundamentals.
Ashwani Kumar,
New Delhi

The top court has proved,
yet again, that justice is very
much alive and kicking in
our country. We can now
expect the wounded tiger
using all his might to see
that the NDA has a di�icult
time. One hopes that Mr.
Kejriwal makes the best use

campaigning by Mr. Kejriwal
and casting of his vote in
the Lok Sabha elections, the
order subserves the
democratic cause in
furtherance of the basic
structure of the
Constitution. At the same
time, the order clearly
suggests that interim bail to
Mr. Kejriwal is upon its own
facts and will not serve as a
precedent nor be seen as a
discriminatory concession
to politicians consistent
with the constitutional
mandate of
non-discrimination and
equality under law.

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 

Letters emailed to
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He said he would make this video public if I
told anyone. He said he was not visible in the
video, while I was. He said I had to have sex
with him whenever he called me. He has
sexually assaulted me multiple times in the
last few years and blackmailed me.

SURVIVOR IN HER POLICE COMPLAINT
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GROUND ZERO

Trigger warning: The following article contains
references to rape and abuse. Please avoid reading
if you are triggered by these themes.

O
n the morning of April 22, a resident
of Hassan in south Karnataka was
walking along the tracks of the dis-
trict stadium, about 190 km from

Bengaluru, when he noticed a pen drive placed
on a pedestal. He ignored it at �rst, but then cu-
riosity got the better of him. He picked up the
pen drive and gave it to a friend, he said.

That was not the only pen drive in the stadi-
um. Others said they noticed 8-10 pen drives in
di�erent areas of the same stadium. Walkers in
Maharaja’s Park in the heart of Hassan said they
had also spotted pen drives on the benches.

As the day went by, it became clear that it was
raining pen drives in Hassan. When people
downloaded the content, they found sexually ex-
plicit video clips, photos, and screenshots of vi-
deo calls. Soon, this went viral. The women in
the photos and videos were clearly visible, but
the man was not. However, he could be seen par-
tially in the screenshots of the video calls he

made to the women.
The man is allegedly Prajwal Revanna, the

Janata Dal (Secular) [ JD(S)] Member of Parlia-
ment from Hassan and the grandson of form-

er Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda. He is the
candidate of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) in the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha elections. The Hassan Lok Sabha
constituency was scheduled to go to the polls in
the second phase, four days later, on April 26.

There were at least two clips in which the wo-
men could be seen resisting the man’s advances
and pleading with him even as he raped them
while recording the act. One of them was later al-
legedly abducted by Prajwal’s father H.D. Revan-
na, who is a former Minister, and MLA of Hole-
narsipur, the home town of the Gowda clan.

The police estimate that there are close to 100
women in these videos. The women, both young
and old, single and married, come from di�erent
backgrounds: they are house-helps, party work-
ers, professionals, and government o�cials.
Some of them were familiar to the people of Has-
san as they had been actively involved in political
events and as o�cials. Nobody had complained
to the police until the videos went viral.

Two survivors lodged complaints with the pol-
ice. Sources in the police say the MP sexually
abused women who approached him for perso-
nal, professional, or constituency work. One of
the victims said that he coerced her while threa-
tening to harm her family members. He recorded
videos of the sexual act and blackmailed her, she
said. Police say he used the o�cial residence of
Deve Gowda, a Rajya Sabha MP, for these acts.

The episode sparked massive protests in Kar-
nataka and led to mudslinging among the politi-
cal parties. The agitators demanded a probe into
the case and the immediate arrest of the accused.

A warning

By the evening of April 22, the people realised
that these were the videos that a local BJP leader
and lawyer, G. Devaraje Gowda, had often re-

ferred to during his press conferences. Devaraje,
who had unsuccessfully contested from Holena-
rasipur against H.D. Revanna in 2023, is known
for his scathing attacks against the Revanna fami-
ly. He had said, “I have videos and photos related
to Prajwal Revanna. The content expose the true
character of the JD(S) leader. I am not in a posi-
tion to release them to the media as Prajwal Re-
vanna has got a stay order from the court res-
training the media from broadcasting the videos
and photos,” Devaraje told the media a couple of
times earlier this year.

Soon, a letter written by Devaraje Gowda to
the BJP State president in December 2023 sur-
faced. In it, Devaraje had claimed that he had a
pen drive containing 2,976 explicit clips of Praj-
wal and advised the State president not to �eld
him as the NDA candidate. He also said a copy of
the pen drive had been sent to leaders of the
Congress, the ruling party in Karnataka. 

Though JD(S) workers have blamed the Con-
gress, there has been a buzz in political circles
that BJP workers played a major role in circulat-
ing the videos.

Devaraje has now alleged that the Congress
circulated the content and claimed that Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar spoke to him
about the issue. However, Karthik Gowda, a
former driver of Prajwal, who has released a vi-
deo message from an undisclosed location,
claimed that he downloaded the videos from
Prajwal’s phone, transferred them to his own
phone, and handed them over to Devaraje, who
leaked them. Karthik Gowda has often said that
he fell out with Prajwal’s family over a land issue.

He claimed that Prajwal’s family forced him to
sell his land to a businessman in Bengaluru.

Prajwal �ees

Hassan went to the polls on April 26. Prajwal cast
his vote in Paduvalahippe in Holenarsipur taluk.
That was the last time he was seen in public. The
next day, he �ew to Germany from Kempegowda
International Airport, Bengaluru, at 2 a.m. using
his diplomatic passport. He was suspended by
the JD(S). 

Prajwal’s �ight led to more anger. Following a
letter by the Karnataka State Commission for Wo-
men seeking a probe into the alleged instances of
sexual abuse, the State government formed a
Special Investigation Team (SIT). Bijay Kumar
Singh, a 1996 batch Indian Police Service (IPS) of-
�cer, who is Additional Director General of Pol-
ice, Criminal Investigation Department, is head-
ing the SIT. He successfully cracked the murders
of rationalists Gauri Lankesh and M.M. Kalburgi.
The team that is nearly all-women includes two
women IPS o�cers, Suman D. Pennekar and See-
ma Latkar.

The SIT was referred a First Information Re-
port (FIR) registered on April 28 at Holenarsipu-
ra. A former house help of the Revannas, who
does not feature in the clips, alleged sexual ha-
rassment by Revanna and Prajwal. It then ex-
panded the probe to include Revanna as well.

The SIT has since then registered three new
FIRs: two booking Prajwal for rape, based on the
complaints of two victims, and one booking Re-
vanna for abducting one of the women in an al-
leged bid to prevent her from testifying against
Prajwal. She was eventually rescued by the SIT.

“Though we have been able to identify many
victims from the videos doing the rounds, the
challenge has been to convince them to lodge
complaints,” says a senior SIT o�cial.

When the videos went viral, the women did
not know what to do, according to their friends.
Initially, a couple of them approached senior pol-
ice o�cers, complaining that some unknown pe-
ople had been circulating images morphed with
their photographs. When the police insisted that
they �le a formal complaint, they did not.

A few of the survivors have either left town or
remained incommunicado. “They just want to be
far from everyone,” says a person who interacted
with a couple of them.

Another friend of one of the survivors says, “It
is the State government’s responsibility to pro-
vide them with counselling.”

The State government has announced that the
survivors who come forward to complain will be
given �nancial assistance and security cover. The
SIT has roped in nearly 10 professional women
counsellors who have provided the survivors
support. “Most of the women are scared to com-
plain. Moreover, in many cases their families may
not know that their videos are being circulated.
We need to counsel their families as well,” a se-
nior o�cial says.

A resident of Holenarasipur says, “The Revan-
na family is feudal and ran the ‘Republic of Has-
san’ with great impunity. Now it has come out in
the open that the women who approached them
seeking help were abused.”

“The women were mostly from Hassan. This
indicates the impunity Prajwal seemed to enjoy
in Hassan,” a political worker says.

Tales of horror

Two survivors have recounted their ordeal to the
police. Based on their complaints, Prajwal has
been booked for rape in two cases.

A political worker of the JD(S), 44, alleged that
Prajwal raped her at his o�cial residence in Has-
san when she had gone to meet him in 2021 seek-
ing seats for some women students in a hostel.
She said he threatened to kill her and her hus-
band if she did not cooperate. She also alleged
that Prajwal took out his mobile phone and re-
corded the act. “He said he would make this vi-
deo public if I told anyone. He said he was not vis-
ible in the video, while I was. He said I had to
have sex with him whenever he called me. Later
too, he used to make video calls to me asking me

to strip, and harass me. He has sexually assaulted
me multiple times in these years and blackmailed
me saying he will make the video public,” she
said in her complaint.

In many of the videos they have accessed, the
man’s face is not visible, say SIT o�cials. They be-
lieve this gave the perpetrator con�dence that he
would not be caught. However, SIT o�cials are
con�dent of using forensics and establishing the
man’s identity in the video.

The second complaint pertains to a former
house help in the Revannas’ Holenarsipura hou-
sehold. She is about 60. She is seen in a video clip
pleading with the man to spare her. In the video,
she says she served food to the man’s father and
grandfather and begs that he leave her alone. But
the man, whose face is not visible, forces himself
on her.

The woman had gone missing since. On May 1,
her 20-year-old son walked into K.R. Nagar Police
Station in Mysuru claiming that his mother was
forcibly taken away by a man called Satish Babu
at Revanna’s behest to prevent her from testifying
against Prajwal. He said Satish had claimed that
his mother was in danger of being arrested and
took her away. He realised that his mother had
been abducted after he discovered the video clip.
This led to an FIR against Revanna for abduction.

On May 4, the SIT rescued the woman. She
was allegedly held captive at a farmhouse belong-
ing to the former personal secretary to Revanna
in Hunsur, Mysuru. Minutes after Revanna’s anti-
cipatory bail plea was turned down by the Spe-
cial Court for Elected Representatives, Bengalu-
ru, the SIT team arrested him from the house of
his father. Out of deference for the former Prime
Minister who is in his 90s, the SIT o�cials say
they waited at the door for half an hour for Re-
vanna to emerge. Revanna has now been re-
manded to judicial custody. The total number of
arrests in the abduction case is now six.

The politics

The incident has led to protests in many pockets
of Karnataka. Interpol has issued a Blue Corner
Notice against Prajwal. This notice is part of Inter-
pol’s colour-coded notices which enable coun-
tries to “share alerts and requests for information
(on wanted persons/crimes) worldwide”.

Meanwhile, speculations are rife that Prajwal
is unlikely to return home before June 4, when
the results of the elections will be declared. “Praj-
wal’s case has become a national issue and the
INDIA bloc parties are trying to embarrass the
BJP with it. If Prajwal returns now, he will domi-
nate the news cycle for at least a week. So, it is un-
likely he will return in a hurry,” says a leader.

Former Rajya Sabha member H.K. Javare Gow-
da says he was shocked when he learned about

the issue a few days ago. “I was a blind follower of
Deve Gowda once, but not now. I pity him. I want
him to talk about the issue,” he says. Deve Gowda
has not made a public appearance since the news
broke and has remained silent.

The JD(S), the BJP, and Congress have been bu-
sy in a mudslinging match over the issue of how
the video clips came into the public domain, so
much so that this debate is threatening to mask
the alleged abuse of the women.

JD(S) State president and Prajwal’s uncle H.D.
Kumaraswamy, who initially sought to distance
himself and his father Deve Gowda from the con-
troversy, is now accusing Shivakumar of distri-
buting “25,000 pendrives” “to evidently in-
�uence elections in Hassan”. He has also told
Shivakumar that this was “not the way to become
a leader of the Vokkaligas”. He has alleged that
the SIT is biased and has demanded, along with
the BJP, a probe by the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation. 

At the same time, JD(S) workers have held mul-
tiple protests across the State claiming to �ght for
the survivors and against Shivakumar. There are
posters in Bengaluru condemning Shivakumar
for “misusing” the explicit clips for his politics. In
various instances, Kumaraswamy has expressed
doubt over the veracity of the clips, while also
saying he is “not defending” Prajwal.

Countering the JD(S) charge, many Vokkaliga
Ministers and leaders of the Congress have ac-
cused Kumaraswamy and BJP of “attempting to
cover-up of the sex abuse” by diverting the atten-
tion from ensuring justice to the survivors to the
alleged role of leaders involved in the distribution
of pen drives. 

Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda, also a
Vokkaliga leader, attacked Kumaraswamy for
“trying to use the community as a shield to cover
up henious crimes and, in the process, dragging
the community into the biggest sex abuse scan-
dal in the world”.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has maintained
that the SIT is “impartial” and has written to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking his inter-
vention to cancel Prajwal’s diplomatic passport
immediately, so that the MP is forced to return to
India. Prajwal’s passport has not been cancelled
yet. Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah have hit
back saying law and order is a State issue.

Activists are angry about the political turn the
case has taken. “People across political parties
are making use of these women as pawns in their
own game,” says Roopa Hassan, an activist and
poet based in Hassan.

For now, everyone is waiting for the Lok Sabha
election results, especially in Hassan, and Praj-
wal’s return. But this alleged sex abuse case will
likely cast a shadow on Karnataka’s politics for
years to come. Meanwhile, the victims are
scared, stigmatised, and are battling patriarchy. 

JD(S) MLA H.D. Revanna being arrested and brought to the SIT o�ice in Bengaluru. SUDHAKARA JAIN 

Power play, politics,
and perversion 
Days before Hassan district went to the polls, videos and photos allegedly showing MP Prajwal Revanna sexually

abusing women have circulated in Karnataka, sparking outrage. While political parties have been attacking one

another over the issue, Prajwal, who is seeking re-election, has gone abroad. K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj and

Sathish G.T. report on the incident that has left the State and the country shaken, and the investigation 

People
across
political
parties are
making use
of these
women as
pawns in
their own
game. 

ROOPA
HASSAN
Activist and poet
based in Hassan

Members of the National Students’ Union of India, the student wing of the

Congress, hold a poster of JD(S) MP Prajwal Revanna during a protest in

Bengaluru. PTI 
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Electricity generation grew 7.1% in 2023-24, easing
from an 8.9% surge in the previous year.

Seven of 23 major manufacturing segments re-
corded a contraction in March, but as many as ten
segments reported a drop in output through 2023-
24, including wearing apparel (-14.2%), computers
and electronics (-11.4%), furniture (-6.9%), wood
products (-5.9%), chemicals (-1.7%) and leather
(-1.1%).

Consumer durables grew the weakest at 3.6%
compared with a meagre 0.6% rise in 2022-23,
while non-durables rose 4% vis-à-vis a 0.7% uptick
in the previous year.

In March, consumer durables output recorded
the sharpest surge for the second month in a row,
rising 9.5%, albeit over an 8% contraction in
March 2023. In February, they had grown 12.3%
relative to a 4.1% contraction a year ago. Consum-
er non-durables broke a two-month streak of con-
traction to rise 4.9%, but again over a weak base
from March 2023, when they shrank 1.9%.

“The consumption scenario remained mixed
last year with urban demand showing resilience
while rural demand continued to lag,” said Rajani
Sinha, CareEdge Ratings’ chief economist. While
hopes of a good monsoon, moderating in�ation,
and pick-up in rural demand are positives, a
broad-based and durable improvement in con-
sumption remains the key monitorable this year,
she stressed.

Infrastructure and construction goods conti-
nued to record healthy growth at 6.9% in March,
while capital goods growth picked up to 6.1% from
just 1.2% in February. Intermediate goods and
primary goods rose 5.1% and 2.5%, respectively.

Over the full year gone by, Infrastructure and
Construction goods recorded the strongest
growth of 9.6% over an 8.4% rise in 2022-23, fol-
lowed by capital goods which grew 6.2% com-
pared with a 13.1% rise in the previous year. Prim-
ary and intermediate goods grew 6% and 5.2%,
respectively.

ICRA chief economist Aditi Nayar said she ex-
pects industrial output growth to slow to around
3% to 4% in April owing to base e�ects as the same
month had seen a 4.6% uptick in 2023.

In absolute terms, the industrial output index
was up 8.22% from February with a sequential
rise in output recorded in Manufacturing, Mining
and Electricity, as well as the six end-use-based
classi�cations of factory output.

Industrial output slows
to 4.9% in March

From Page One

During the short pronouncement of the order,
which lasted a little over four minutes after the
lunch break, Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, for
the Central agency, said that the ball has already
started rolling, with Amritpal Singh, who is de-
tained under the National Security Act over Khal-
istani activities, approaching the court for bail to
contest in the elections.

“That is a di�erent concern,” Justice Khanna
said. “It is the concern of the nation,” Mr. Mehta
replied.

“We cannot compare that with this case… Let
us not put it in such simple straitjacket terms like
that,” Justice Khanna said.

The two-judge Bench agreed with the ED that
Mr. Kejriwal avoiding nine summons was a “nega-
tive factor”, but noted there were still other facets
which had to be considered.

“Arvind Kejriwal is the Chief Minister of Delhi
and a leader of one of the national parties. No
doubt, serious accusations have been made, but
he has not been convicted. He does not have any
criminal antecedents. He is not a threat to socie-
ty,” the court listed points in favour of Mr.
Kejriwal.

Arrest timing
The court noted that the ED had �led its Enforce-
ment Case Information Report in August 2022.
The case had been pending since then, but Mr.
Kejriwal was arrested only on March 21, a few days
after the Model Code of Conduct came into force.
Justice Khanna said that 22 days of liberty for Mr.
Kejriwal to campaign for the Aam Aadmi Party
would “not make a di�erence now”.

Kejriwal walks out of jail
as SC grants interim bail 

For the �rst �ve years after his murder in 2013, the
family and supporters of Dabholkar had gathered
at the bridge where he was shot dead. 

Maharashtra Pradesh Congress Committee pre-
sident Nana Patole too demanded that the master-
minds be brought to justice, highlighting that “Dr.
Tawade and his aides have been acquitted”.

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), in a
statement, said it took over the case based on or-
ders of the Bombay High Court in May 2014.
“Chargesheets were �led in Pune court on Sep-
tember 6, 2016, supplementary chargesheets
were �led on February 13, 2019 and November 20,
2019. The trial of the case was conducted in the
special court for Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act [UAPA] against the accused Sachin Prakashrao
Andure, Sharad Bhausaheb Kalaskar, Virendra-
sinh Tawde, Vikram Vinay Bhave and Sanjiv Puna-
lekar. After completion of trial, on May 10, 2024
the sessions court convicted accused Mr. Prakash-
rao and Mr. Kalaskar and sentenced them. The
other three accused were acquitted by the court.”

Court convicts 2, acquits
3 in Dabholkar case 

T
he Election Com-
mission (EC) rebut-
ted a letter written

by Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge to his col-
leagues in the INDIA bloc
parties on the alleged “dis-
crepancies in voting data”
released by the election pa-
nel. The EC called Mr.
Kharge’s letter an “attempt
to push a biased narrative
under the guise of seeking
clari�cations”.

The rebuttal was re-
leased just an hour before
the scheduled meeting of
the INDIA bloc leaders
with the EC, where apart
from the voter turnout da-
ta, the leaders also ques-
tioned the EC’s inaction on
complaints against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. They also
�agged the Uttar Pradesh
Police’s practice of issuing
“red cards” to individuals,
asking them to stay away
from polling stations on
voting day. At the meeting,
according to sources, the
leaders expressed dismay
at EC’s public rebuttal. 

Mr. Kharge’s letter to
chiefs of other INDIA par-
ties, which he also posted
on social media, cast
doubts on the EC’s func-

tioning and wondered
whether the “unusual
spike” in the �nal voter tur-
nout in comparison to the
one released at the end of
the day, was an attempt to
“doctor” the �nal results.

“Though in the genre of
internal correspondence
within a political party
grouping, yet you have
chosen to make the same
public,” the EC noted. Plac-
ing such a letter in the pu-
blic domain in the middle
of the ongoing electoral
process was designed to
“create confusion, misdi-
rection and an impedi-
ment to the conduct of
smooth, free and fair elec-
tions”, the panel said. 

“Through innuendos
and insinuations, the con-
tents of the post, tend to
create disharmony in res-
pect of the delicate space

of election management,
can plant doubts in the
minds of voters and politi-
cal parties and potentially
created an anarchic situa-
tion, when you said ‘could
this be an attempt to doc-
tor the �nal results?’ which
this commission hopes you
do not have any intention
of,” the EC said.

The EC said it �nds a
“pattern” in a series of past
and present irresponsible
statements from the Con-
gress, and called it “discon-
certing.’’ 

Addressing reporters at
the end of the one-hour-
long meeting, Congress
leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi said that broadly
two issues were raised.
“We spoke about the great
trust de�cit, feeling of
alarm and distress that 11
complaints by the Con-

gress alone and 15-20 com-
plaints in total by all par-
ties put together against
the Honourable Prime Mi-
nister and Home Minister
have not been addressed,”
he said. “If they [EC] don’t
act promptly, it is a com-
plete abdication of their
constitutional duty,” he
said. 

On the issue of delay in
releasing details of voter
turnout and not explaining
the “unusual” spike, Mr.
Singhvi, said, “The di�e-
rence between the provi-
sional �gures and the �nal
one, for the three phases of
polling, was over 5%. This,
in comparison to the cor-
responding �gures from
2019 when the di�erence
ranged from 1% to 2.5%, is
directly double,” he said. 

No assurance
The EC did not, as per at
least three leaders who at-
tended the meeting, give
any assurance on the is-
sues raised by the Opposi-
tion, though it agreed on
one matter raised by Sa-
majwadi Party MP Javed Ali
Khan. “The Uttar Pradesh
Police have been handing
out ‘red cards’ to some pe-
ople... Calling it a gross vio-
lation of the voter’s right,
the EC has assured us that
they will direct the Uttar
Pradesh Police to stop the
practice,” Mr. Khan said. 

Kharge’s letter an attempt to
push a biased narrative: EC

Common claims: The EC said it finds a pattern in a series of past

and present statements from the Congress. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Congress president has raised ‘discrepancies’ in the voting data; the poll panel’s rebuttal was made

public before a scheduled meeting between the INDIA bloc delegation and the commission

Sreeparna Chakrabarty 
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

As the political turmoil
continues in Haryana, after
three Independent MLAs
withdrew their support to
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government,
the Nayab Singh Saini Cabi-
net will meet on May 15.

In the meeting, accord-
ing to sources, it is expect-
ed that a decision could be
taken to convene a session
of the State Assembly to
prove the government’s
majority amid the ongoing
political turmoil in which
the incumbent govern-
ment appears to be in the
minority with 43 MLAs by
its side. 

In the 90-member As-
sembly, which currently
has an e�ective strength of
88, the BJP needs 45 for a
majority.

At least three disgrun-
tled MLAs of the Jannayak
Janta Party ( JJP), the form-
er coalition partner in the
government, have report-
edly met the senior BJP
leader and former Chief
Minister Manohar Lal,
fuelling speculation of
these MLAs siding with the
BJP.

‘Fresh election’
The Congress , meanwhile,
on Friday, handed over a
memorandum and urged
Governor Bandaru Datta-
treya to dismiss the State
government, impose Presi-

dent’s Rule, and hold a
fresh Assembly election.

In a letter to the Gover-
nor, Leader of the Opposi-
tion Bhupinder Singh Hoo-
da said 45 MLAs are
opposing this government
while only 43 MLAs are
now supporting the go-
vernment, which shows
that this government has
lost the con�dence of the
majority of the MLAs in the
present House.

“Ideally, the Chief Minis-
ter should resign on moral
grounds but this govern-
ment is unabashedly seek-
ing shelter under sheer
technicalities or rather un-
constitutionalities by
claiming that they have the
majority,” Mr. Hooda said
in the letter, urging the Go-
vernor to exercise his con-
stitutional authority to dis-
miss this government
immediately and order
fresh elections under Presi-
dent’s Rule.

Haryana govt. calls
Cabinet meet as Cong.
writes to Governor

Bhupinder Singh Hooda 

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Minutes after walking out
of the Tihar Jail here on Fri-
day, Delhi Chief Minister
and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) supremo Arvind Kej-
riwal asked supporters to
save the country from dic-
tatorship. 

The AAP chief started
his address by shouting In-
quilab Zindabad and
Vande Mantram.

Addressing a large num-
ber of workers and some
prominent AAP leaders, in-
cluding his wife Sunita Kej-
riwal, Mr. Kejriwal said, “I
appeal to all of you to come
together and �ght against
dictatorship in the
country.”

“I had promised you I
will be out soon. Here I am
in front of you,” he added.

AAP workers participat-
ed in a roadshow from the
Tihar Jail to the Chief Mi-
nister’s residence in Civil
Lines. Mr. Kejriwal
thanked the crores of peo-
ple who supported him
and showered him with
blessings during the 50
days he spent in jail. He al-
so thanked the Supreme

Court judges for his bail. 
On Saturday, the Chief

Minister is likely to take
part in an election road-
show for AAP candidate
Sahi Ram Pehelwan in
south Delhi.

While speaking to the
media, the AAP leader
said: “Our country is more
than 4,000 years old. It’s a
great country but whenev-
er anyone has tried to be
dictatorial in the country,
people haven’t let them
win. Today, the country is
going through this dictato-
rial rule and is �ghting
against it but 140 crore [pe-
ople] will have to come to-
gether to �ght it. I appeal
to everyone to �ght this to-
gether.”

Come together, �ght
against dictatorship,
says Arvind Kejriwal 

Arvind Kejriwal 

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day in the Arvind Kejriwal
case con�rmed that bail
conditions restricting a
political leader from politi-
cal activities and public ral-
lies amount to a breach of
fundamental rights.

To reach this conclu-
sion, a Bench of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipan-
kar Datta referred to the
very judgments quoted by
the Directorate of Enforce-

ment (ED) against Mr.
Kejriwal.

One of these judgments
happened to concern
former Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandraba-
bu Naidu’s case. In this
case, the top court had de-
leted the bail condition res-
tricting his political
participation.

“A coordinate Bench (of
the Supreme Court) by an
interim order had deleted
the condition restraining
Mr. Naidu from organising
or participating in public

rallies and meetings, there-
by permitting him to parti-
cipate in the political pro-
cess,” the Bench pointed
out. This petition seeking
special leave to appeal is
still pending.

The ED had earlier ar-
gued that Mr. Kejriwal
should not be allowed inte-
rim bail because even the
right to vote could be cur-
tailed under Section 62(5)
of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951. The
agency argued that there
was no fundamental right

to campaign in an election
when one’s right to vote it-
self could be restricted.

However, the court
found a loophole in the ar-
gument. “Interestingly, the
proviso to Section 62(5)
states that a person sub-
jected to preventive deten-
tion can vote”. The court
said there were several of
its decisions which re-
ferred to the role of elec-
tions in a democracy as
that of a barometer and the
lifeline of the parliamen-
tary system.

No restriction on political activities: SC
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court order
in the Arvind Kejriwal case
said interim bail is granted
based on the individual
facts of each case.

A Bench of Justices San-
jiv Khanna and Dipankar
Datta has thus negated any
propensity to use the inte-
rim bail order in the case of
Mr. Kejriwal as a judicial
precedent in the future.

“Power to grant interim
bail is commonly exercised
in a number of cases. Inte-
rim bail is granted in the

facts of each case. This
case is not an exception,”
the order said on Friday.

The terse three sentenc-
es in the order countered
arguments by the Directo-
rate of Enforcement (ED)
that interim bail for the
Delhi Chief Minister would
be misused by unscrupu-
lous politicians to seek the
same relief.

“There are many politi-
cians in judicial custody
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act.
There are also several pol-
itical leaders in judicial
custody throughout the

country in non-PMLA of-
fences… If the court ex-
tends any interim relief to
Mr. Kejriwal, there is no
gainsaying that all of them
would claim similar treat-
ment claiming that politi-
cians are a class of their
own,” the ED had contend-
ed in its a�davit on
Thursday.

The Bench noted that
the term ‘‘interim bail’ is
not de�ned in the Code of
Criminal Procedure. But
that has not stopped courts
from extending jailed per-
sons this temporary relief. 

“‘Interim’ bail entailing

temporary release can be
granted under compelling
circumstances and
grounds, even when regu-
lar bail would not be justi-
�ed,” the apex court said.

A situation of “intolera-
ble grief and su�ering”
may be one of many rea-
sons to justify the tempor-
ary release of an incarcer-
ated person even though
regular bail is not warrant-
ed, the court pointed out.

“Such situations are not
di�cult to recount, though
making a catalogue would
be an unnecessary exer-
cise,” the court said.

‘Interim bail is granted based on facts’
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A petition was �led in the
Supreme Court on Friday
highlighting the inordinate
delay in the publication of
voter turnout data after the
�rst two phases of polling
in the ongoing Lok Sabha
election. The petition said
the sharp spike in �gures
from the initial percentag-
es released by the Election
Commission have raised
concerns and suspicion.

Plea questions
EC’s delay in
publishing
turnout data 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHIThe Union Health Ministry

has issued standardised
guidelines for con�rming
heatstroke and heat-relat-
ed deaths in the country.
Prepared by the National
Programme on Climate
Change and Human Health
and the National Centre for
Disease Control, the set of
guidelines is aimed at help-
ing hospitals become
aware of the criteria to la-
bel a death as heat-related
or heatstroke and bring in

evidence-based medical
decision-making
processes.

“The decision to con-
duct an autopsy should be
based on the circumstanc-
es of the death, the age of
the deceased, and the
available resources. The
collection of blood, urine,
etc., for toxicological ex-
amination, is highly desira-
ble if the condition of the
body allows it. When these
specimens are collected
and preserved, toxicologi-
cal analyses can be per-
formed as resources be-

come available,” the
guidelines said. The note
states that climate change
is raising risks by increas-
ing exposure to extreme
heat events.

The guidelines have re-
commended that autopsy
is not mandatory in all cas-
es of heat-related illnesses
and hospitals with the fo-
rensic medicine depart-
ments may be collaborated
to perform the autopsies
and send the samples to
pathology departments for
histopathological evalua-
tion.

Health Ministry issues norms for
con�rming heat-related deaths

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The government has noti-
�ed the Inter-Services Or-
ganisations (ISOs) (Com-
mand, Control, and
Discipline) Act through a
Gazette noti�cation to be
enforced with e�ect from
Friday 

“The Act empowers
Commanders-in-Chief and
O�cers-in-Command of
ISOs to exercise control ov-
er Service personnel, serv-
ing under them, for e�ec-
tive maintenance of

discipline and administra-
tion, without disturbing
the unique service condi-
tions of each individual
Service,” the Ministry said.
The Act will empower the
heads of ISOs and pave the
way for expeditious dispo-
sal of cases, avoid multiple
proceedings and will be a
step towards greater inte-
gration among the armed
forces personnel, it stated.

The Act comes ahead of
the planned reorganisation
of the Indian military into
integrated theatre
commands.

Govt. noti�es Act for
armed forces’ control

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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Is the Congress
a party of

scams or not. Did Lalu’s
party indulge in a scam?
Sare bhrashtachariyon
ka jamavda hai (an
assembly of the corrupt)

J.P. NADDA
BJP president

In Sandeshkhali,
Trinamool

tortured hundreds of our
sisters based on religion.
Mamata didi was not
ready to arrest the
criminals

AMIT SHAH
Union Home Minister

It is not often that the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) de-
ploys its entire top leader-
ship — including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, and party president
J.P. Nadda — to campaign in
a single Lok Sabha consti-
tuency. 

Over the past three
months, party heavy-
weights have held separate
public meetings in Ber-
hampur in Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik’s
home district, as the saf-
fron party makes an auda-
cious attempt to breach
the fortress of the Biju Ja-
nata Dal (BJD), the State’s
ruling party.

Berhampur is one of the
four Lok Sabha constituen-
cies in Odisha where poll-
ing will take place on May
13, the �rst phase of the
election in the State; the
other three are Kalahandi,
Nabarangpur, and Kora-
put. 

After scrutiny, 37 candi-
dates remain in the fray for
the four Lok Sabha seats,
while 243 candidates will
�ght it out for the 28 seats
in the Assembly election.

The electoral show-
down in Berhampur is tak-
ing place between Pradeep
Panigrahy, a former close
aide of the Chief Minister
and BJP candidate, and
Bhrugu Baxipatra, who re-
cently switched sides to
the BJD after a long associa-
tion with the BJP. The BJP
sees a potential triumph in
Berhampur as a blow to
Mr. Patnaik, the �ve-time
Chief Minister, especially
in his own home district.

The BJP has never won
in Berhampur, Koraput, or
Nabarangpur on its own.
The party’s last win in Ber-
hampur was in 1999, but it
was in alliance with the
BJD at the time. Similarly,
Nabarangpur, in the south-

ernmost part of Odisha,
has been held by the BJD
since 2014. While the BJP
held Nabarangpur in 1999
and 2004, it was only
through its alliance with
the BJD. Koraput has re-
mained elusive for the BJP.

Triangular �ght
Apart from Berhampur,
Mr. Modi addressed a pu-
blic meeting in Nabarang-
pur, where his party had
polled a signi�cant num-
ber of votes in past elec-
tions. Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma ad-
dressed a rally in Malkangi-
ri district, part of the Naba-
rangpur constituency, to
win over Bengali Hindu vo-
ters. The constituency may

see a triangular �ght bet-
ween the BJD’s Pradeep
Majhi, the BJP’s Balabha-
dra Majhi and Congress
candidate Bhujabala Majhi.

In Koraput, Saptagiri
Ulaka, the lone Congress
MP from Odisha, faces an
uphill task to retain his
seat. Mr. Ulaka faces Kausa-
lya Hikaka of the BJD and
Kaliram Majhi of the BJP.
This traditional stronghold
of the Congress was won
by the BJD in 2009 and
2014.

The BJP, which in 2019
won Kalahandi in western
Odisha, has changed its
candidate this time to o�-
set allegations of non-per-
formance. To retain its
grip, it has turned to Malvi-

ka Keshari Deo, a member
of Kalahandi’s erstwhile
royal family. She will face a
tough challenge from the
BJD’s Lambodhar Nial,
who belongs to the domi-
nant Yadav community.
The Congress has reposed
its faith in newcomer Drau-
padi Majhi.

However, it is an Inde-
pendent candidate who is
drawing much of the atten-
tion: Dharmananda Gahir,
who quit his job as an assis-
tant professor at Delhi’s
Ramjas College, has
plunged into electoral pol-
itics to highlight labour mi-
gration issues.

The four Lok Sabha con-
stituencies, which span
500 km from one end to
the other, were earlier af-
fected by left-wing extre-
mism. Though the impact
of the outlawed Commu-
nist Party of India (Maoist)
has now waned, security
forces have been mobilised
in large numbers for the
smooth conduct of the
election.

All eyes are on the vot-
ing in Swabhiman Anchal,
a former bastion of left-
wing extremism that be-
came part of the main-
stream following area
domination by security

forces. Another area of in-
terest is the Kotia group of
villages, whose jurisdiction
has been claimed by Od-
isha and Andhra Pradesh;
many voters have an-
nounced that they plan to
vote for candidates of both
States.

In limelight
In the Assembly election,
the pro�les of candidates
give a glimpse into aspects
of societal representation
in the State election. Two
Independent candidates
have stolen the limelight. 

Padia Padiami, an elec-
trician, was pushed to �ght
the election as an Indepen-
dent candidate by villagers
from Chimitapalli and oth-
er villages nearby, in the
Chitrakonda Assembly
constituency. He meets
election expenses through
crowd-funding.

Dambaru Sisa, who be-
longs to the Bonda com-
munity, a particularly vul-
nerable tribal group, is in
the fray in Chitrakonda as a
BJP candidate.

Suchitra Majhi had �led
her nomination as an Inde-
pendent candidate from
Gunupur to take forward
her anti-mining resistance
movement.

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

BJP strives to breach BJD fortress in Odisha �rst phase

(left) BJP supporters gather during a public rally of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Berhampur. Odisha

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik waves towards BJD supporters in the constituency. ANI, BISWARANJAN ROUT

T
he Srinagar Lok Sabha constituency
will vote on May 13 amid a poll fever
in the once “boycott capital” of

Jammu and Kashmir, which saw less than 14%
voting in 2019. Rare late-evening door-to-door
campaigns, musical events at rallies and
whirring vehicles of political parties have
brought with it a paradigm shift in
mainstream politics here. It is the �rst time in
over 30 years that ideology, and not the
slogan of “sadak, bijli, pani” (road, electricity
and water), has taken centre stage.

With neither the BJP nor the Congress
�elding candidates, it remains a contest
mainly between former allies, National
Conference (NC) and Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), of the People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration, an amalgam forged to
restore the pre-August 5, 2019 position of the
Union Territory. The J&K Apni Party, which
came into being after 2019, has �elded Ashraf
Mir, a former PDP leader, as the candidate.

These elections are evenly poised between
J&K’s two main traditional parties, the NC
and the PDP, who are slugging it out over
ideology to win votes in a constituency
considered the bastion of separatists.

“This time the voting percentage will go
up. It will also be a vote against the ongoing
crackdown the Kashmiri society is facing at
di�erent levels,” Rayees Ahmad, a private
school teacher from the old city, said.

Ideological vanguards
Conscious of the violent past and the sense of
political awareness among voters in Srinagar,
both the NC and the PDP �elded candidates
who are ideological vanguards. The NC’s Aga
Syed Ruhullah Mehdi and the PDP’s
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra emerged as the
main voices to represent their respective
political parties’ ideological opposition to the
BJP’s move to end J&K’s special constitutional
position in 2019.

The post-2019 speeches of Mr. Ruhullah,
whose father was assassinated in 2000 in the
Magam area of north Kashmir, earned him
the reputation of being “the moral compass”
of the NC. He has managed to shape the
party’s ideological discourse. “He is one who
will �ght for people’s dignity and identity, if
voted, at the highest platform of Parliament,”
NC vice-president Omar Abdullah said at a
poll rally at Badamwari in Srinagar.

Breaking silence
In the highly volatile pockets of south
Kashmir such as Tahab, Chandgam, Begpora
and Karimabad in Pulwama, which saw
recruitment of scores of local people into
militant ranks since 2013 and deaths of
civilians in street protests, Mr. Parra is
making a rare attempt to strike a chord with
the population known for its deep sense of
alienation and anger. He has managed to hold
late-evening poll rallies in pockets that saw
multiple militant attacks in the run-up to the
election in 2019.

“I want to break the silence imposed on
people after 2019... We will �ght for our land.
We will end the persecution,” Mr. Parra said.

It’s not just two lakh voters in the age
group of 18-20, out of 17.4 lakh, who qualify to
be �rst-time voters in Srinagar. A large section
of those who boycotted elections for
ideological reasons in the past are likely to
become �rst-time voters this time.

Srinagar sways
to the sights
and sounds
of campaign

Raring to vote: A woman uses the vote-from-home

facility in Srinagar on Thursday. REUTERS

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday said Na-
rendra Modi will not be-
come the Prime Minister
again after the 2024 Lok
Sabha election.

“Take it in writing, Na-
rendra Modi will not be-
come the Prime Minister of
India,” said Mr. Gandhi, ad-
dressing a joint rally of the
INDIA bloc in support of
Samajwadi Party (SP) pre-
sident Akhilesh Yadav in
Kannauj.

Mr. Gandhi said the BJP
will su�er its biggest loss of
seats from Uttar Pradesh
because the people of the
State have decided to vote
in favour of the Opposition
alliance. “An INDIA bloc
storm is arriving in U.P.,
people have made up their
mind to bring change and
unseat the BJP,” he said.

Mr. Gandhi said the
country is witnessing an
ideological battle between
the INDIA bloc and the BJP-
RSS. “On one hand you
have the INDIA bloc, aim-
ing to save the democratic
and constitutional values
of our republic, while on
the other side, the BJP-RSS
is trying to dismantle its
foundational ideas,” said
Mr. Gandhi. 

Speaking at a public
event in Lucknow, Mr.
Gandhi, who is contesting
from Rae Bareli, invited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for a debate. “I am
ready to debate with Na-
rendra Modi anywhere,
but he will not debate with
me,” he said. 

Modi will not
return as PM
after polls:
Rahul in U.P.

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Addressing a public meeting

in Amethi on Friday, Congress

leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

highlighted the decades-old

ties the Gandhi family shares

with the constituency, adding

that the relationship would

never break. Ms. Vadra

requested voters to support

the Congress candidate and

described Amethi as her

father’s karmabhoomi and a

holy land for herself. “This

relation [between the Gandhi

family and people of Amethi]

is a holy bond, a relation of

mutual respect, love, a bond

of blood,” said Ms. Vadra,

addressing a public meeting

in Amethi district.

“Whosoever becomes your

MP, indulges in any kind of

politics, speaks 2,000 false

narratives against us, even if

you believe them, the

relationship will not break,”

she added.

‘Gandhi family,
Amethi share
a holy bond’
�

Congress leader Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra at a public

meeting in Amethi. ANI

Peoples Democratic Party

(PDP) candidate

Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra,

responding to a notice from

the Election Commission (EC),

clarified on Friday that the

reference to a “referendum”

was to highlight the

“importance of the election

and nothing else”.

“The reference to the

aspect that the ‘ensuing

election is no less than a

referendum’, only points

towards the importance the

present election holds and

nothing else. Any other

inference drawn by any

person is not the intendment

of the undersigned,” Mr. Parra

said, in the reply.

The EC, in its notice on

Thursday, allowed two days’

time to clear speeches made

during campaigning in the

Srinagar Lok Sabha

constituency.

Parra defends
reference to
‘referendum’ 
�

Assam Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma on Friday said

the National Democratic

Alliance needs to win at least

400 seats in the election to

complete a number of

“unfinished tasks”.

“We want to bring in the

Uniform Civil Code in the
country,” he said. PTI

Need 400 seats
for ‘un�nished’
tasks: Assam CM
�

A
skill census, deve-
loping the movie
industry ecosys-

tem, strengthening demo-
cratic systems and shaping
Pithapuram as a spiritual
hub are some of the plans
for Andhra Pradesh envis-
aged by Pawan Kalyan,
president of the Jana Sena
Party, which is in alliance
with the Telugu Desam
Party and the BJP. He says
the people of the State are
scared of the present go-
vernment and its policies.
Edited excerpts:

Post your marathon
tours along with Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, TDP leader N.
Chandrababu Naidu
and others, what are
your thoughts on the
public mood?

When the YSR Congress
Party regime began and
the promises were made,
people really believed Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy and
thought this guy would do
something, taking his fath-
er as a touchstone. But
reality turned out di�erent
and even the hardcore fol-
lowers of Y.S. Rajasekhara
Reddy have become mute. 

You were very keen on
the BJP-TDP-JSP alliance
from the beginning.
What’s the motive and
what’s the value
addition you expected
out of it?

I grew up in Chennai. Dur-
ing my Chennai days, I
came across an article
which dealt with M.G. Ra-
machandran, Indira Gand-
hi and the issue of Krishna
water for Tamil Nadu. I re-
membered one line and
that is... for a State to
prosper, Centre’s coopera-
tion is very crucial. In a
federal structure, Centre’s
support to States is very
important. 

When it comes to the
BJP, more importantly
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, it’s a special con-
nect. When the repeated
terrorist attacks happened
in di�erent parts of the
country, my generation
and the next generation
wanted a strong and ideal
leader who could motiv-

ate, instil con�dence and
take the country to such a
strong pedestal that the an-
ti-social elements and ter-
rorists would be scared of
touching Indian integrity.
And I saw such a strong
leader in Mr. Modi and
that’s the reason why I
aligned with him in 2014.
Now we continue sailing
with the BJP, along with
the TDP. Mr. Modi under-
stands the need of the
hour. We need a person of
such traits for the alliance
for the good of the country
and the State. 

What are the Jana Sena
Party’s promises? What
kind of changes do you
want to bring in?

We need to restore and
strengthen the democratic
systems. In A.P., successive
governments, except the
TDP, have successfully
killed the systems. For in-
stance, during Y.S. Raja-
sekhara Reddy’s regime,
recall how many IAS o�c-

ers went to jail. I went
against the TDP govern-
ment in a couple of in-
stances but there was no
vendetta, it was issue-
based. Now in A.P., entire
democratic institutions are
failing. My primary motto
is to strengthen democra-
cy by strengthening the in-
stitutions. Individuals
build institutions and insti-
tutions build individuals.

Secondly, we all think of
demographic dividends.
But if you look at the youth
in A.P., most of them are
clueless about the resourc-
es to empower them. Even
I su�ered from a lack of
guidance in my youth. I
was clueless till I was 20
years old and was a late
learner. Personally, I feel
we have a responsibility to
strengthen youth through
the right education, right
skills, right hobbies etc.
For that, I propose the con-
cept of ‘Skill Census’.

There is no skill identi�-
cation process and career
guidance in the present
set-up. We need to groom
youth with diversi�ed skill
sets. 

What’s your take on
building an ecosystem
for the �lm industry? 

I think we should de�nitely
create an ecosystem for the
movie industry here.
There should be less inter-
ference in the economic af-
fairs of the industry and
more governance. What

we have now is maximum
interference and maxi-
mum violence in A.P. 

We need to have a single
window system for all the
approvals and permis-
sions. You have to create
enough infrastructure. 

Coming to Pithapuram,
the constituency you
are contesting from,
how do you perceive
people’s support and
the �ght from the YSR
Congress Party
candidate?

I’m thankful that the peo-
ple are giving me a great
opportunity to serve them.
Coming to the Opposition,
I believe, we need to have
it in the democratic set-up.
But the present govern-
ment has not paid atten-
tion to development. The
government has opened
doors for the free move-
ment of ganja and people
are scared.

Pithapuram should be a
religious and spiritual hub
as well as a developmental
cluster. Enough avenues
need to be developed for
employment opportunities
for the youth. The coastal
belt can be developed till
Kakinada to make it a tou-
rist destination. Several
parts of Pithapuram are
undeveloped. Connecting
all the temples with su�-
cient infrastructure can
make it a spiritual hub.
(Full interview at 
bit.ly/pawankalyanonpolls)

‘My focus is on a skill census and
revival of democratic systems in A.P.’
People have lost their faith in the YSR Congress Party; there is a need to strengthen institutions in the State and empower the

youth by honing their skills, says Jana Sena Party president, promising that the BJP-TDP-JSP alliance will bring about change 
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The name Seshan means someone who serves his guru or
lord with utmost devotion. Adi Seshan serves Mahavishnu
at all times, even during his avatars — as Lakshmana when
the Lord manifested as Rama and as Balarama during
Krishna Avatar. In Kali Yuga, Adi Seshan appeared as the
great preceptor Ramanuja in order to help people recon-
nect with divinity, said Tirukkudanthai Dr. Venkatesh in a
discourse.

Ramanuja’s mission is �ve-fold, says Manavala Mamuni-
gal. First, he taught the world that god resides within a
person. Secondly, in Kali Yuga when sins are multiplying,
he established that moksha is not the purview of merely a
few privileged people, but is within reach of anyone who
surrenders to the Lord. Third, his unstinting e�orts to in-
culcate bhakti in all had positive results: it is said that pro-
liferation of sinners burdens Mother Earth. 

Fourth, he ensured that the Tamil pasurams of the Azh-
wars, encapsulating the essence of Vedas, were given their
due importance, and reached a wider audience. Last but
not the least, he showed the faithful that the great idols in
various temples such as Sri Rangam, Srimushnam, Kan-
cheepuram, Kumbakonam, etc., were not mere symbols,
but archa avtars: resident gods o�ering succour to the de-
vout.

Service to mankind 

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

Nationalist Congress Party (SP) supremo Sharad
Pawar said on Friday that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi poses a threat to parliamentary
democracy. He said he would not form alliances
with those who don’t uphold democratic
principles. His reaction comes hours after Mr.
Modi suggested the Shiv Sena (UBT) and NCP (SP)
join hands with Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and his deputy Ajit Pawar after
the Lok Sabha polls instead of merging with the
Congress.

Modi threat to parliamentary
democracy: Sharad Pawar 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Incognito)

To solve this puzzle online, 

get across to our crossword site.
@ https://qrgo.page.link/jjpTn

Across

8 Carry animal (4)
9 Lenin wants extraordinary game (4,6)
10 Porridge cooler (6)
11 Carelessly wrote: Supreme Court has intelligence agency's

illuminating device (8)
12 Helped idiot first, then journalist (8)

14 List of mistakes traitor committed in long period of time (6)

16 Tight fitting arms? Rejected! (4)

17 Legendary female's warning device (5)

18 Short army o�icer's ship (4)

19 Wrong stance for climbing (6)

21 She clued wrongly for 'timetable' (8)

23 Perhaps, blind person from Italian city (8)

26 Bird sitting on Chinese spanner (6)

27 Take more money that merited for fleece (10)

28 Thanks! Thanks again! Goodbye! (2-2)

Down

1 Republican takes umbrage and submits petition (10)

2 Urgent! It is decreasing! (8)

3 Scheme with alien for Earth, for example (6)

4 Has title to sow walking around middle of ranch (4)

5 Operator consumes tail of last fish (8)

6 After loss of temperature, mix water with a couple of poles to get
solution (6)

7 Note: Church creatures (4)

13 Day, for example, in Abbottabad or Islamabad (5)

15 In Chennai locality, Tamil leader mentioned instead of name in
three copies (10)

17 How an intoxicated person may take seat and refuse to move?
(3,5)

18 Wildly stabbed around heart of model to get unrecoverable
dues (3,5)

20 Old dear builds portico (6)

22 That lady swallowed a bird? It's a stupid mistake! (6)

24 English victory is hollow... results in jealousy (4)

25 Standard type of gate fixed to rear end of tram (4)
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SCAN TO PLAY

T
he resurfacing of an
old video of Con-
gress leader Mani

Shankar Aiyar in which he
talks of treating Pakistan
with respect triggered a
political row on Friday,
with the BJP accusing the
Congress of becoming an
‘apologist’ for Pakistan.

The Congress promptly
dissociated itself from Mr.
Aiyar’s comment, but
countered the BJP with a vi-
deo interview of External
A�airs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar advising against pick-
ing up a �ght with China.

Mr. Aiyar said the video
was old and dug up now as
the BJP’s election cam-
paign is faltering. “It is ob-
vious from the sweater I
am wearing that my com-
ments to ‘Chill Pill’ were
made in the winter several
months ago. They have
been dredged up now as
the BJP’s election cam-
paign falters. I refuse to
play their game,” he said in
a statement.

In the video that has
gone viral on social media,
Mr. Aiyar is heard saying
that India should give res-
pect to Pakistan as it is a so-
vereign nation and also
possesses an atom bomb. If
a “mad person” were to
come to power there and
uses the atom bomb, it will
have its e�ect here too, Mr.
Aiyar added.

BJP takes on Congress
Targeting the Congress, the
BJP �elded Union Minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar to
corner the Opposition par-

ty in the middle of the elec-
tion season. Mr. Chandra-
sekhar said that “new
India” does not fear
anyone and that the Con-
gress leader’s remark re-
�ects the intentions, poli-
cies and ideology of the
party. “The Congress un-
der Rahul Gandhi has be-
come an apologist and de-
fender of Pakistan and its
terrorism,” he said.

Quick response
The Congress was quick to
distance itself from Mr. Ai-
yar’s comments, and said

he does not speak for the
party in any capacity
whatsoever.

“Indian National Con-
gress dissociates itself com-
pletely from and disagrees
totally with some remarks
made by Mr. Mani Shankar
Aiyar a few months back
which have been revived
today by the BJP in its at-
tempt to de�ect attention
from Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s daily goof-
ups. Mr. Aiyar does not
speak for the party in any
capacity whatsoever,” Con-
gress leader Pawan Khera
said in a post on X.

Mr. Khera too shared an
old video of Mr. Jaishankar
in which the Union Minis-
ter, while answering a
question on India and Chi-
na facing o�, wondered if
India would “as a smaller
economy go pick up a �ght
with a bigger economy
(China)”. “If old videos are
to be used, here is a not so
old video where the Exter-
nal A�airs Minister is pu-
blicly advising India to be
afraid of China,” Mr. Khera
pointed out.

Congress says it doesn’t agree
with Aiyar’s remarks on Pak.

In trouble: Congress leader Mani Shankar Aiyar during a meeting in

Visakhapatnam in February. V. RAJU

After old video resurfaces, Opposition party dissociates itself from comments by leader; it counters

BJP with an interview of Union Minister Jaishankar advising against picking up a �ght with China

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Munger, Begusarai, Samas-
tipur, Ujiarpur, and Darb-
hanga will vote in the
fourth phase of the Lok
Sabha election on May 13 in
Bihar with 56 candidates in
the fray. Political parties
have �elded contestants
keeping in mind caste eq-
uations that are known to
in�uence election in Bihar.

From Munger, former
Janata Dal(U) president Ra-
jiv Ranjan Singh, aka Lalan
Singh, a sitting MP and a
close aide of Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, is
contesting against the Ma-
hagathbandhan candidate,
Anita Kumari Mahto, of the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD).
Ms. Mahto, 45, married the
main accused of the Nawa-
da jailbreak incident and
Apsadh massacre case,
Ashok Mahto, 57, and got
ticket to contest. Since Ash-
ok had served 17 years in
prison, he could not �ght
the election.

In 2019, Mr. Lalan had
defeated the Opposition’s
Congress candidate, Nilam
Devi, the wife of bahubali
(strongman) Anant Singh.
Both Mr. Lalan and Ms. De-
vi are from the upper caste
Bhumihar community.

This time, the Opposition
RJD has �elded Ms. Anita,
an OBC candidate, hoping
to pocket the community’s
votes along with votes
from the Extremely Back-
ward Classes (EBC) and
Muslims.

In Begusarai, the �re-
brand BJP leader and Un-
ion Minister Giriraj Singh is
pitted against the Maha-
gathbandhan candidate,
Awadhesh Kumar Rai, of
the CPI. In 2019, Mr. Singh
had defeated CPI candi-
date and former Jawaharlal
Nehru University Students’
Union president Kanhaiya
Kumar, who is also from
Begusarai, by more than 4
lakh votes. In that election,
the RJD had �elded Tanvir
Akhtar who cut into the
vote share of Mr. Kumar.

Begusarai has been a
Left bastion and was once
known as the “Leningrad
of Bihar”. The constituen-
cy has a sizeable number
of Bhumihar voters. But
Muslims, Yadavs (OBC),
and EBCs play a crucial
role in deciding the fate of
contestants. The CPI candi-
date is a Yadav, and he is
expected to give a tough
�ght to Mr. Singh. Among
the Bhumihars, the com-
munity to which Mr. Singh
belongs to, the slogan do-

ing the rounds is “Giriraj
majboori hai, lekin Modi
jaruri hai (Giriraj is a com-
pulsion, but Modi is
necessary)”.

Reserved seat
Samastipur is a reserved
Lok Sabha constituency
from where the youngest
Dalit candidate of the
State, Sambhavi Choud-
hary, 25, of the Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas),
led by Chirag Paswan, is
contesting against the Con-
gress candidate, Sunny Ha-
zari, 33. Both come from
SC communities and are
children of Ministers in the
Nitish Kumar-led Cabinet.

Maheshwar Hazari, who
was also the former Depu-
ty Speaker of the Assemb-

ly, however, is not cam-
paigning for his son and
has said he will be with the
Chief Minister. Ashok
Choudhary is campaigning
for his daughter Ms.
Sambhavi.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
election, Prince Raj, the
nephew of then united Lok
Janshakti Party chief Ram
Vilas Paswan, had won by
defeating the Congress
candidate, Ashok Kumar,
by a margin of over 1 lakh
votes. However, after Pas-
wan’s death in October
2020, the party split.
When the BJP made a seat-
sharing deal with the LJP
(Ram Vilas) for the 2024
election and the party got
�ve seats to contest from,
including Samastipur, Mr.

who can in�uence the poll
result.

In the Ujiarpur Lok Sab-
ha constituency, the BJP
has �elded its MP and Un-
ion Home Minister for
State Nityanand Rai against
the Mahagathbandhan
candidate, Alok Mehta
(RJD). In the 2019 election,
Mr. Rai had defeated the
now-defunct Rashtriya Lok
Samata Party’s Upendra
Kushwaha by over 2.7 lakh
votes. Mr. Kushwaha’s par-
ty is now renamed the
Rashtriya Lok Morcha and
he is contesting the elec-
tion from the Karakat seat.

The RJD’s Mr. Mehta is
an MLA from the Ujiarpur
Assembly seat and has
been a Minister several
times in the Mahagath-
bandhan government. He
has been a founder mem-
ber of the RJD and is said to
be the political mentor of
Tejashwi Yadav. Both Mr.
Rai and Mr. Mehta come
from the OBC community
and are considered suave
leaders. While Mr. Rai has
highlighted Mr. Modi’s
“magic” and the NDA go-
vernment’s welfare
schemes, Mr. Mehta has
campaigned against the
“falsehood and propagan-
da of the Modi govern-
ment”.

Raj was dropped and Ms.
Sambhavi was named the
surprise candidate.

Both Mr. Sunny and Ms.
Sambhavi are expected to
give a tough �ght to each
other and are highlighting
issues of non-development
and recurring �ood.

In Darbhanga, the BJP
has reposed faith in its sit-
ting MP, Gopalji Thakur,
while the Mahagathband-
han candidate is the RJD’s
Lalit Yadav. In the last elec-
tion, Mr. Thakur had de-
feated the RJD candidate,
Abdul Bari Siddiqui, by ov-
er 2.5 lakh votes.

Mr. Yadav is the RJD
MLA from Darbhanga Ru-
ral Assembly seat and is a
long-time leader. In July
2000, he was a Minister in
the Cabinet of the RJD go-
vernment led by Lalu Pra-
sad and was accused of
plucking out the nails of a
Dalit truck driver and the
vehicle’s cleaner. He was
infamously called the
“monster of Bihar” by the
media. 

On May 4, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi ad-
dressed a public meeting
in favour of Mr. Thakur in
Darbhanga. The consti-
tuency has Brahmin voters
and a sizeable number of
Yadav and Muslim voters

Caste equations hold the key in 5 Bihar seats going to the polls
Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Duty bound: People waiting in queue outside a polling station

during the third phase of Lok Sabha polls on May 7. PTI

Attacking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over his al-
legations that Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi has
gone “silent” in his criti-
cism of top industrialists
“Adani-Ambani” as they
have bribed the Opposi-
tion, the Congress asked
why the PM has not used
investigative agencies
against them if he has ac-
tionable evidence. 

In a statement, Con-
gress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh said that Mr. Modi
has “trapped himself”
with his remarks and will
�nd it di�cult to “extricate
himself”.

Mr. Ramesh said that
the Prime Minister’s accu-
sation — that “Adani and
Ambani” had supplied the
Opposition with bags of
cash, transported in “Tem-
po” vans, describing the al-
leged cash as “chori ka
maal (loot)” — is an unex-
pected attack on India’s
“top wealth creators” that
raises several questions.

“How does the PM know

that Adani and Ambani
supply bags of cash loaded
in Tempos? If he has this
knowledge, why has he not
done anything about it?
What has prevented him
from using his pet investi-
gative agencies against
Adani and Ambani if he
has such detailed and ac-
tionable information?” Mr.
Ramesh asked.

Alleged PM-Adani ties
The Congress leader as-
serted that his party and
Mr. Gandhi “have long
questioned the PM’s close
relationship with Adani
and other monopolists”. 

“In 2023, we asked the
PM 100 pointed questions
under the Hum Adani ke
Hain Kaun (HAHK) series.
Is the PM now breaking his
long silence with a confes-
sion to the nation about re-
ceiving bags of cash in tem-
pos? The close and durable
relationship between the
PM and Adani, and the
length to which the PM has
gone to protect Adani’s ille-
galities, is well known to
most Indians,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

Why is PM not taking
action against Adani,
Ambani: Congress
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A voter turnout of 72.97% was recorded at four
booths in Madhya Pradesh’s Betul Lok Sabha seat
where repolling took place on Friday after
electronic voting machines (EVMs) used in the
May 7 voting were damaged in a �re, an o�cial
said. The voting started at 7 a.m. and ended at 6
p.m., the o�cial added. The EC on Wednesday
ordered repolling at the four booths after a few
EVMs were damaged when a bus ferrying the
gadgets and polling personnel post-voting caught
�re on Tuesday near Sonora Gaula village. PTI

Repolling in four booths in
M.P. seat sees 72.97% turnout 

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday slammed
senior Congress leader Ma-
ni Shankar Aiyar over his
comments on Pakistan, as-
serting that Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) is part
of India and nobody can
snatch it.

“Mani Shankar Aiyar is
threatening the country to
give respect to Pakistan as
they have the atom bomb.
A few days ago, Farooq Ab-
dullah, the leader of the
same INDIA bloc, had said
that don’t talk about PoK,
Pakistan has the atom
bomb. I want to tell the
Congress and the alliance
that PoK belongs to India,
no one can snatch it,” Mr.
Shah said at a rally in
Khunti, Jharkhand.

“Instead of taking back
PoK from Pakistan, Con-
gress is scaring the people
of India by talking about
the atom bomb. I don’t
know what has happened
to the Congress party. The
BJP’s stand is clear that ev-
ery inch of land of PoK be-
longs to India and should
remain in India,” he said.

PoK belongs
to India, says
Shah as he
slams Aiyar

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA

Claiming that women from
Sandeshkhali in West Ben-
gal were being forced to
withdraw their complaints
by the Trinamool Con-
gress, the National Com-
mission for Women (NCW)
on Friday asked the Elec-
tion Commission to in-
quire into the matter.

The NCW said a few wo-
men had suddenly taken
back their complaints
against Sheikh Shahjahan,
who along with his aides
are among the key accused
in cases of land grab and
sexual harassment.

The NCW said its Chair-
person sent a letter to the
poll body highlighting the
“alarming situation whe-
rein women are allegedly
being threatened into re-
tracting their cases and
providing false statements
and creating an atmosph-
ere of fear for women”.

It urged the poll body to
take proactive measures to
ensure that women were
not subjected to undue
pressure that may compro-
mise the sanctity of the
electoral process.

NCW urges EC
to look into
Sandeshkhali
allegations

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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MARKETS
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MARKET WATCH

FRIDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddd 72,664 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd0.36

US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddd 83.51 dddddddddddddddddddddddd -0.03

Goldddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 73,200 dddddddddddddddddddddddddd1.31

Brent oilddddddddddddddddddddddddd 82.91 dddddddddddddddddddddddd -1.03

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2797.25. . . . . . . . . . 30.60

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1266.75. . . . . . . . . . 22.20

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5842.45. . . . . . . . . . 36.05

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2771.25. . . . . . . . . . 61.15

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1120.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.45

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8981.80. . . . . . . . 134.95

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1572.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.10

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6684.15. . . . . . . . . . 79.00

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1301.15. . . . . . . . . . 25.70

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 618.65. . . . . . . . . . 26.50

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5066.80. . . . . . . . . . -3.30

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1339.55. . . . . . . . -19.25

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 449.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.90

Divis Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3793.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.55

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5921.00. . . . . . . . . . 43.65

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4657.85. . . . . . . . . . 89.80

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2377.15. . . . . . . . . . 23.45

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1316.20. . . . . . . . . . -3.85

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1437.90. . . . . . . . . . -9.60

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 548.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.00

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4877.40. . . . . . . . 112.50

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 625.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.20

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2362.55. . . . . . . . . . 36.90

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1117.05. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.35

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1410.15. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.70

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1424.90. . . . . . . . -14.65

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 433.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.25

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 853.60. . . . . . . . . . 19.05

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1627.95. . . . . . . . -15.15

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3271.45. . . . . . . . . . -4.00

LTIMindtree Ltd. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4607.65. . . . . . . . -50.35

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2193.05. . . . . . . . -19.50

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 12675.50. . . . . . . . 170.85

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2533.20. . . . . . . . . . 19.75

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 355.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.45

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 270.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 303.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.60

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2814.85. . . . . . . . . . 26.60

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1431.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.55

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 817.35. . . . . . . . . . -2.45

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2344.35. . . . . . . . -16.55

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1506.55. . . . . . . . . . 11.90

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1090.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.90

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1046.65. . . . . . . . . . 16.35

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 162.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.35

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3893.90. . . . . . . . -66.30

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1264.40. . . . . . . . . . -4.70

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3289.85. . . . . . . . . . 44.15

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . . . 9491.70. . . . . . . . . . 45.60

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 451.85. . . . . . . . . . -4.05

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on May 10

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 83.30. . . . . . . . . . 83.62

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 89.80. . . . . . . . . . 90.15

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 104.38. . . . . . . . 104.79

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 53.49. . . . . . . . . . 53.70

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.53. . . . . . . . . . 11.58

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 91.88. . . . . . . . . . 92.24

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 61.55. . . . . . . . . . 61.80

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.88. . . . . . . . . . 61.12

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 17.57. . . . . . . . . . 17.65

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 55.08. . . . . . . . . . 55.29

Source:Indian Bank

The Indian Tea Association (ITA) on Friday
reiterated its plea for �nancial assistance from
the Centre to support the struggling Darjeeling
tea industry. Without a �nancial relief package,
the survival of the Darjeeling tea industry is in
jeopardy, the association said, adding that it has
urged the government to consider and act upon a
�nancial revival package endorsed by the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Commerce in March 2022. PTI

ITA seeks Centre’s support for 
ailing Darjeeling tea industry

INBRIEF
�

Go Digit General Insurance has announced an
IPO of its equity shares in the price band of
₹258-272 per share. The IPO will open on
Wednesday for subscription and close on Friday.
Investors can bid for a minimum of 55 equity
shares and in multiples of 55 shares thereafter.
The o�er with a face value of ₹10 per equity
share is a mix of fresh issue of ₹1,125 crore and an
o�er for sale up to 54.77 million equity shares by
promoters and other selling shareholders.

Insurer Go Digit �xes IPO
price band at ₹258-272 a share 

Wipro Ltd. has appointed Vinay Firake as Chief
Executive O�cer, Asia Paci�c, India, Middle East
& Africa (APMEA) Strategic Market Unit (SMU),
with immediate e�ect. Mr. Firake will report to
Srini Pallia and will also join Wipro’s executive
board. He succeeds Anis Chenchah, who is
stepping down to pursue opportunities outside
the organisation, the company said. Mr. Firake
will be based in Dubai. He has been with Wipro
for 26 years in various leadership roles. 

Wipro appoints Vinay Firake
as CEO for APMEA region 

T
ata Motors Ltd. re-
ported fourth-
quarter consolidat-

ed net pro�t surged more
than threefold to ₹17,407.18
crore, from ₹5,407.79 crore
in the year-earlier period,
propelled by a strong
showing at its Jaguar Land
Rover ( JLR) luxury unit
and a jump in tax credit.

Revenue for the quarter
ended March 31 rose 13.5%
to ₹1,19,213.35 crore.

JLR logged “another re-
cord-breaking quarter” in
Q4, the company said. Re-
venue rose 11% YoY to £7.9

billion, which was 6% high-
er on a sequential basis. 

“We have delivered a re-
cord �nancial perfor-
mance... generating free
cash�ow of £2.3 billion,

enabling us to reduce net
debt to £0.7 billion, JLR
CEO Adrian Mardell said in
a statement.

For FY24, consolidated
net pro�t vaulted more

than 13-fold to ₹31,399.09
crore as revenue climbed
27% to ₹4,34,984.12 crore.

“It is pleasing to report
the FY24 results... Tata Mo-
tors Group delivered its
highest-ever revenues,
pro�ts, and free cash
�ows,” Tata Motors Group
CFO P.B. Balaji said on a
post-earnings call. “We are
on track to become net au-
tomotive debt free on a
consolidated basis in
FY25,” he added.

“We remain cautiously
optimistic on domestic de-
mand over the full year
and expect H1 to be rela-
tively weaker,” the compa-
ny said in the statement.

Tata Motors Q4 net triples to
₹17,407 crore as JLR buoys 
The Jaguar Land Rover unit posted a 11% YoY increase in revenue to £7.9 billion, helping lift overall

pro�tability at the maker of EVs and trucks; says ‘cautiously optimistic’ on FY25 domestic demand

The Hindu Bureau

MUMBAI

State-run Bank of Baroda
(BoB) on Friday reported a
2.3% growth in standalone
net pro�t to ₹4,886 crore
for the March quarter, res-
tricted by a hit due to its ex-
posure to the grounded air-
line Go First and also
setting aside money to-
wards pension liabilities.

On a consolidated basis,
the lender’s net pro�t de-
clined to ₹5,132 crore, from
₹5,255 crore in the year-
earlier period. For FY24, it
rose to ₹18,767 crore, from
₹14,905 crore.

Non-interest income
rose 20.9% to ₹4,191 crore.

Without naming Go
First, CEO and MD Deba-
datta Chand said the bank
recognised an aviation ac-
count with a ₹1,700-crore
exposure as a non-per-
forming asset during the
quarter, and also decided
to provide for it fully with-
in a single quarter leading
to a huge jump in provision
for NPAs to ₹1,485 crore
from ₹320 crore.

Also, a UAE-based hos-
pitality account with a
₹500-crore exposure also
slipped during the quarter.

BoB Q4 net hit
by Go First
exposure,
pension
provisions

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI

Cholamandalam Financial
Holdings Ltd.’s (CFHL) con-
solidated net pro�t for the

quarter ended March rose
27% YoY to ₹1,144 crore.

Revenue from opera-
tions increased to ₹7,083
crore from ₹5,186 crore, of
which the �nancial seg-

ment accounted for ₹5,428
crore and insurance seg-
ment for ₹1,751 crore, the
core investment company
of the Murugappa Group
said in a statement.

Cholamandalam Invest-
ment & Finance Co. Ltd.
disbursed ₹24,784 crore
against ₹21,020 crore with
a 24% increase in net pro�t
to ₹1,058 crore. Assets un-

der management grew by
36% to ₹1,53,718 crore.

The board declared a �-
nal dividend of 55 paise
per share, which will be
paid by September 7.

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Chola Financial Holdings Q4 consolidated net rises 27% to ₹1,144 cr. 

Bank of India Ltd. (BOI) re-
ported fourth-quarter net
pro�t grew 7% year-on-
year (YoY) to ₹1,439 crore. 

Operating pro�t was
lower at ₹3,557 crore as
against ₹4,184 crore in the
year-earlier period. Q4 Net
Interest Income (NII) rose
7% to ₹5,937 crore. 

BOI’s FY24 net pro�t
rose 57% to ₹6,318 crore.
Operating pro�t improved
5.05% to ₹14,069 crore.

NII for the full year rose

14% to ₹23,053 crore.

Global business

BOI’s global business in-
creased 11.7% to ₹13,23,515
crore in FY24, from
₹11,85,438 crore in FY23. 

Global deposits in-
creased 10.2% from
₹6,69,586 crore in FY23 to
₹7,37,920 crore in FY24. 

Global advances in-
creased 13.5% from
₹5,15,852 crore in FY23 to
₹5,85,595 crore in FY24. 

Gross NPA slid 23% from
₹37,686 crore in FY23 to
₹29,183 crore in FY24.

Bank of India Q4 net
rises 7% to ₹1,439 cr.,
NII increases by 7%
The Hindu Bureau

MUMBAI

TVS Holdings Ltd. (TVSH),
Premji Invest and other as-
sociates will acquire 100%
equity stake in Home Cre-
dit India Finance Pvt. Ltd.
for a total consideration of
₹680 crore to expand its
presence in the consumer
�nance space.

TVSH said it agreed to
buy 80.74% stake from
Netherlands-based Home
Credit India B.V. and Czech
Republic-based Home Cre-
dit International A.S. for a

cash consideration of ₹554
crore, and the remaining
19.26% would be pur-
chased by Premji Invest
and other associates.

“Financial services re-
present a huge opportuni-
ty for penetration and
growth in India,” TVSH MD
Sudarshan Venu said at a
press meet.

He said the acquisition
aligned with TVSH Group’s
strategy to play a leading
role in deepening �nancial
penetration in India, and
collectively it would have a
book of ₹32,000 crore.

TVS Holdings to buy
81% stake in Home
Credit India for ₹554 cr. 

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Sundaram-Clayton Ltd.
(SCL) reported fourth-
quarter consolidated net
loss narrowed to ₹47 crore,
from ₹63 crore in the pre-
ceding three months.

Revenue from opera-
tions slid by ₹9 crore to
₹555 crore, while materials
costs rose by ₹32 crore to
₹322 crore.

As per the arrangement
approved by NCLT Chen-
nai Bench, TVS Holdings
Ltd.’s manufacturing busi-
ness along with assets and
liabilities was demerged,
transferred and vested into
SCL from August 11, 2023.
Hence results for March
2024 began only from Au-
gust 11, 2023, it said.

Sundaram
Clayton
Q4 net loss
narrows QoQ

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

Citigroup analysts upgrad-
ed India to ‘overweight’
from ‘neutral’ in their
emerging-markets alloca-
tion on Friday, citing
strong earnings and eco-
nomic growth momentum.

The brokerage expects
India’s blue-chip NSE Nifty
50 index to rise 7% bet-
ween now and the end of
the current �nancial year
ending March 2025.

The Nifty 50 closed at
22,055.2 on Friday. It had
underperformed the MSCI
Emerging Market Index in
2024 so far. Citi’s view is
underpinned by the expec-
tation India’s economy will
remain strong, growing at
6.8% in the current �scal.

The estimates imply an
earnings CAGR of 13% for
FY24-FY26, with the trajec-
tory broadly stable, Suren-
dra Goyal, MD and head of
Indian research at Citi-
group, wrote in a note.

Meanwhile, Citi down-
graded China to ‘neutral’
from ‘overweight’, saying
the recent rally in its stock
markets occurred despite
weakening fundamentals.

Citi upgrades India to
‘overweight’ on stable
earnings, growth view
Reuters

BENGALURU

Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
tion Ltd. (BPCL) plans to
invest ₹1.7 lakh crore over
the next �ve years in its
core oil re�ning, fuel mar-
keting and petrochemical
business and in clean ener-
gy such as hydrogen,
Chairman G. Krishnaku-
mar said on Friday.

As part of ‘Project As-
pire’, a �ve-year strategic
framework, BPCL plans to
raise its oil-re�ning capaci-
ty, augment petrochemical
business and expand its
presence in cleaner fuel
space with an eye on ener-

gy transition and meeting
country’s fuel demand, he
said during earnings call.

Mr. Krishnakumar said
growth in demand for pe-
trol is expected to be about
5% and diesel about 1.5-2%. 

On price outlook, he
said the expectation is
prices would be in the
range of $83-87 per barrel. 

BPCL mulls investing
₹1.7 lakh cr. in core,
new energy units

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

Punjab National Bank
(PNB) aims at closing a
planned share sale to large
investors over the next six
months, its CEO said, as
the state-run lender looks
to shore up capital.

Banks in Asia’s third-lar-
gest economy are boosting
capital base to meet the ris-
ing demand for loans. The
country’s largest lender,
State Bank of India, is also
open to raise equity capi-
tal. Punjab National Bank’s
board had in December ap-
proved a ₹75 billion ($898
million) fund raise through
equity capital.

‘PNB may close
institutional
share sale 
in six months’

Reuters

MUMBAI
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I
ndia on Friday voted
in favour of a draft UN
General Assembly re-

solution that said Palestine
is quali�ed and should be
admitted as full member of
the United Nations and re-
commended that the Se-
curity Council “reconsid-
er” the matter
“favourably”.

The 193-member Gener-
al Assembly met in the
morning for an emergency
special session where the
Arab Group resolution ‘Ad-
mission of new Members
to the United Nations’, in
support of the State of Pal-
estine’s full membership in
the UN, was presented by
the UAE, as Chair of the
Arab Group in May.

The resolution got 143
votes in favour, including
by India, nine against and
25 abstentions. The UNGA
hall broke into an applause
after the vote was cast.

The resolution deter-

mined that “the State of
Palestine is quali�ed for
membership in the United
Nations” in accordance
with Article 4 of the Char-
ter of the UN and “should
therefore be admitted to
membership in the United
Nations”. It recommended
that the Security Council
“reconsider the matter fa-
vourably, in the light of this
determination”.

India was the �rst non-
Arab State to recognise the
Palestine Liberation Or-

ganisation as the sole and
legitimate representative
of the Palestinian people in
1974. India was also one of
the �rst countries to recog-
nise the State of Palestine
in 1988 and in 1996, Delhi
opened its Representative
O�ce to the Palestine
Authority in Gaza, which
was later shifted to Ramal-
lah in 2003.

Rights and privileges 
An annex to the resolution
said the additional rights

and privileges of participa-
tion of the State of Pales-
tine will be e�ective as of
the 79th session of the
General Assembly that be-
gins in September this
year.

These include the right
to be seated among mem-
ber states in alphabetical
order; the right to make
statements on behalf of a
group, including among re-
presentatives of major
groups; the right of mem-
bers of the delegation of
the State of Palestine to be
elected as o�cers in the
plenary and the Main Com-
mittees of the General As-
sembly and the right to full
and e�ective participation
in UN conferences and in-
ternational conferences
and meetings convened
under the auspices of the
General Assembly.

Palestine, in its capacity
as an observer state, does
not have the right to vote in
the General Assembly or to
put forward its candida-
ture to UN organs.

Key milestone: Palestinian Ambassador to the UN Riyad Mansour

speaks at the UN General Assembly in New York on Friday. AFP

India backs Palestine’s bid
for full UN membership 
The UNGA adopted a resolution with 143 votes in favour and nine against while 25 countries

abstained; it does not give Palestinians full membership, but recognises them as quali�ed to join

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

Russia launched a cross-
border ground o�ensive in-
to Ukraine’s northeast
Kharkiv region and civi-
lians were being evacuated
amid the �ghting, Ukrai-
nian o�cials said on
Friday.

Ukraine pushed back
Russian forces from most
of Kharkiv region in late
2022, but Moscow is now
back on the o�ensive there
as Kyiv’s troops struggle
with ammunition and
manpower shortages.

“At approximately 5.00
a.m. (0200 GMT), the ene-
my attempted to break
through our defence line
under the cover of ar-
moured vehicles,” the Uk-
rainian Defence Ministry
said.

Ukraine said that it had

repelled Russia’s incursion
but that “�ghting of vary-
ing intensity” was ongoing
and that Russia had
launched aerial strikes into
an area near the border.

A high-ranking Ukrai-
nian military source said
Russia had advanced into
Ukraine by one kilometre,
and was trying to “create a
bu�er zone” to prevent at-
tacks into Russian

territory.
If Russia’s advances are

con�rmed, it would repre-
sent the Kremlin’s biggest
land o�ensive in the region
since it sent thousands of
troops across the border in
February 2022. The Rus-
sian Defence Ministry has
not provided any com-
ment but Russian military
bloggers suggested active
�ghting was taking place.

Russia launches o�ensive
across border in northeast 

Major attack: Firefighters work at a site of a Russian missile strike,

amid Russia's attack on Ukraine, in Kharkiv on Friday. REUTERS

Agence France-Presse
KYIV

An Israeli ground attack in
Gaza’s Rafah would lead to
an “epic humanitarian dis-
aster”, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres
warned on Friday after ne-
gotiators left truce talks in
Cairo without a deal.

“A massive ground at-
tack in Rafah would lead to
[an] epic humanitarian dis-
aster and pull the plug on
our e�orts to support peo-
ple as famine looms,” Mr.
Guterres said during a visit
to Nairobi, adding that the
situation in the city was
“on a knife’s edge”.

“We are actively en-
gaged with all involved for
the resumption of the en-
try of life-saving supplies
through Rafah and Kerem
Shalom crossings,” he said.

Rafah attack
will lead to a
‘humanitarian
disaster’: UN 

Agence France-Presse
NAIROBI

X

Police in riot gear dismantled a pro-Palestinian tent encampment at

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) early on Friday and

moved to clear protesters from University of Pennsylvania’s campus

in Philadelphia. It was hours after police tear-gassed protesters and

took down an encampment at the University of Arizona. AP

Police dismantle pro-Palestinian
tents at MIT as protests continue

BOSTON 

AFP
X

Croatia’s incumbent Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic on Friday was

asked to form a new government after securing the backing of a

right-wing party following an inconclusive election last month. Mr.

Plenkovic, 54, reached a deal earlier this week with the Homeland

Movement, which emerged as kingmaker after the election. AFP

Incumbent Croatian PM clinches
third term with right-wing support 

ZAGREB

AFP
X

The Philippine military must evolve fast because of threats to a

“free and open” Asia-Pacific region, Defence Secretary Gilberto

Teodoro said on Friday at the end of annual exercises with the U.S.

His comments were made against the backdrop of a festering

maritime row with China. AFP

Philippines miltary must evolve
fast, says its Defence Secretary

MANILA

AFP
X

The United States added 37 Chinese entities to a trade blacklist on

Thursday, including some companies accused of supporting a

suspected spy balloon that flew over U.S. soil last year. “These

activities have substantial military applications and pose a threat to

the national security,” said the Commerce Department. AFP

U.S. imposes curbs on Chinese
�rms over spy balloon incident 

WASHINGTON

REUTERS

After 18 months of China
not having an Ambassador
in India, senior diplomat
Xu Feihong arrived in Del-
hi to assume o�ce as the
17th Ambassador to India
on Friday, Chinese govern-
ment-run media CGTN
reported.

Mr. Xu said his priority
is to work to restore ex-
changes and cooperation
in various �elds and create
favourable conditions for a
sound and steady India-
China relationship.

“President Xi [ Jinping]
and Prime Minister [Naren-
dra] Modi have agreed on
the important assessment
that China and India are
cooperation partners and
not competitors. And
reached an important
common understanding
that our two countries are
each other’s development
opportunities and not
threats. This should serve
as the fundamental guide-
lines for the growth of bi-
lateral relations,” he told
CGTN.

“As President Xi Jinping
said, if China and India
speak with one voice, the
whole world will listen. If
both countries join hands,
the whole world will pay
attention,” he added. Mr.
Xu will succeed Sun Wei-
dong, who completed his
tenure as Ambassador to
India in October 2022.

Ties between the two
countries have been
strained since tensions

along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), following
China’s multiple transgres-
sions starting in April 2020
and violent clashes in Gal-
wan in June 2020, which
resulted in casualties on
both sides.

Reaching out
Mr. Xu said he looks for-
ward and trusts that he will
have the support and assis-
tance of the Indian govern-
ment and friends from all
sectors. “Both India and
China are each other’s im-
portant neighbours and
the biggest emerging mar-
kets and developing coun-
tries of the world. I will fol-
low the important
consensus between our
leaders and reach out to
friends from all sectors of
India,” he said.

He said the world is fac-
ing multiple challenges
such as climate change,
food and energy prices,
weak economic recovery
and so on, and closer com-
munication and coordina-
tion on global and regional
a�airs will not only bring

opportunities to both the
countries and the world
but also add stability and
positivity to international
relations. 

Mr. Xu’s appointment
comes against the back-
drop of both India and Chi-
na last month stating that
there should be better rela-
tions between the two.

In April, in an interview
with U.S. magazine New-
sweek, Mr. Modi broke his
silence on ties with China
and the LAC stand-o�, call-
ing for the two sides to “ur-
gently address the pro-
longed situation on our
borders so that the abnor-
mality in our bilateral inte-
ractions can be put behind
us”. “I hope and believe
that through positive and
constructive bilateral en-
gagement at the diplomatic
and military levels, we will
be able to restore and sus-
tain peace and tranquillity
in our borders,” Mr. Modi
had said.
(The correspondent is in
China at the invitation of
the China Public Diploma-
cy Association)

After 18 months, China
sends Ambassador to India 
Nikhil M. Babu
BEIJING

The newly appointed Chinese Ambassador to India, Xu Feihong,

being welcomed on arrival in Delhi on Friday. ANI

India withdrew its last re-
maining soldiers stationed
in the Maldives on Friday
to meet a deadline set by
the archipelago nation’s
government, an o�cial at
the Maldivian Foreign Mi-
nistry said.

Pro-China President Mo-
hamed Muizzu won o�ce
last year while campaign-
ing on a promise to down-
grade ties with India, and
has since reoriented the
strategically placed archi-
pelago nation towards Beij-
ing. After coming to power,
he demanded the withdra-
wal of at least 88 Indian sol-
diers who had been sta-
tioned in the territory to
assist with maritime
patrols.

The third and �nal
batch of 27 Indian troops
left the archipelago on Fri-
day, the o�cial said. They
added that there was no
public ceremony held to
mark the end of the Indian
military deployment. 

Both India and the Mal-
dives struck a conciliatory
note on Thursday, ahead of
the withdrawal deadline.

Maldives Foreign Minis-
ter Moosa Zameer met his
Indian counterpart during
an o�cial visit to New Del-
hi on Thursday, saying his
trip marked a “new initia-
tive of collaboration, sym-
bolising enduring friend-
ship and shared goals”.

India has
completed
its troop
withdrawal,
says Maldives 

Agence France-Presse
MALÉ
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Shubman Gill scored the hundredth IPL hundred, and his fourth in

the competition, during the encounter between Gujarat Titans and

Chennai Super Kings in Ahmedabad on Friday. Gill’s century put him

level with K.L. Rahul, Shane Watson and David Warner at fourth in

the list of most hundreds in the League.

Spectacular Gill notches up 
IPL’s 100th hundred

MILESTONE

VIJAY SONEJI
X

Royal Challengers batter Virat Kohli said he was looking to take

more risks during his innings. “I brought out the slog-sweep to the

spinners. I know I can hit it as I have done it in the past. I know I

need to take risks. I am trying to keep up with the strike rate for me

and the team,” Kohli said.

‘I know I need to take risks, I’m
trying to keep up the strike rate’

CONSTANTLY EVOLVING

R.V. MOORTHY
X

After his side’s loss against RCB, PBKS skipper Sam Curran said they

needed to keep their heads up. “A lot of positive signs throughout

the season, but not enough to get over the line unfortunately. We

knew that we had the best side for the rest of the tournament and

feel gutted for the team. Gotta keep our heads up,” Curran said.

Have to keep our heads up, says
PBKS skipper Curran after exit

POSITIVE OUTLOOK

R.V. MOORTHY
X

AB de Villiers raised questions on Mumbai Indians’ Hardik Pandya’s

captaincy style in the IPL. “The captaincy style of Hardik Pandya is

quite bravado. It’s ego-driven in a way, chest out. I don’t think how

he walks on the field is always genuine, but he has decided that is

his way of captaincy,” de Villiers said on his YouTube channel.

It’s ego-driven in a way, chest out:
de Villiers on Hardik’s captaincy

HEAVY CRITICISM

K.R. DEEPAK

T
he previous occa-
sion Gujarat Titans
met Chennai Super

Kings at the Narendra Modi
Stadium, B. Sai Sudharsan
stroked his way to a bril-
liant 96 in the 2023 IPL �-
nal in a losing cause.

Against the same oppo-
nent on Friday, Sai Sudhar-
san went on to score his
maiden IPL hundred (103,
51b, 5x4, 7x6) to power Ti-
tans to 231 for three after
being asked to bat.

Perfect guide
The opener had his partn-
er Shubman Gill to guide
him along. The skipper
made a hundred of his own
(104, 55b, 9x4, 6x6) as the
two made mincemeat of a
hapless Super Kings attack
during their 210-run part-
nership and set up a 35-run

win. The duo made opti-
mum use of the good bat-
ting conditions, displaying
their full range with a mix
of conventional batting
and smart improvisation.

Right from the �rst ball
he faced, Gill showed he
meant business; he cut
Mitchell Santner for a four
and deposited him over
long-on in the �rst over. 

Sai Sudharsan joined
the party with a couple of
sixes. He then went after
Ravindra Jadeja, targeting
the leg-side boundary and
getting to his half-century
with a slog-swept six.

Ruturaj Gaikwad had to
rely on seamers Simarjeet
Singh and Daryl Mitchell as
the spinners struggled, but
the plan back�red. The
�oodgates opened in the
11th over when Gill pulled
Simarjeet over �ne-leg for
a maximum to reach his
half-century before Sai
Sudharsan �nished the ov-
er with a brace of sixes.

Gill turned his attention

to Daryl Mitchell in the 14th
over, smashing three sixes.
To make it more agonising
for the bowler, Tushar
Deshpande dropped the
second shot at long-o�
when the batter was on 72.

As they had done
throughout their innings,
Gill and Sai Sudharsan maj-
estically touched the three-
�gure mark in the 17th over
bowled by Simarjeet.
While the former punished

a full toss, the latter
scooped the ball over �ne-
leg for a maximum.

Though Deshpande and
Shardul Thakur pulled
things back for Super Kings
in the �nal �ve overs, they
couldn’t stop Titans from
making a mammoth total.

Chasing a target of 232,
CSK was reduced to 10 for
three. Mitchell (63) and
Moeen Ali (56) put up a
�ght, adding 109 for the

fourth wicket. Mohit Shar-
ma weaved his magic, fox-
ing Mitchell and Moeen
with slower deliveries as
the chase �zzled out. With
their �fth victory, Titans
lived to �ght another day.

The openers smash centuries and script a 210-run partnership to lay the foundation for Titans who go on to pile up

a mammoth 231 for three; the Chennai side falls 35 runs short as Mohit puts the skids on the chase with a three-for

IPL-17

Gill and Sai Sudharsan hammer
the daylights out of CSK attack

S. Dipak Ragav
AHMEDABAD

Dealing in boundaries: Gill smashed nine fours and six sixes while Sai Sudharsan hit five fours and seven sixes. VIJAY SONEJI

Kolkata Knight Riders will
look to extend its recent
run of success when it re-
turns home after securing
two emphatic away wins.

KKR hosts Mumbai In-
dians at the Eden Gardens
here on Saturday. 

The face-o� against MI
assumes more signi�cance
as a victory will ensure a
play-o� spot for the Knight
Riders.

Spate of success
The spate of success, high-
lighted by the fact that the
team has won four of its
last �ve outings, puts KKR
on top of the league table
with 16 points from 11
matches. 

This also makes it the fa-
vourite against the strug-
gling MI, currently lying in
the eighth spot (with eight
points from 12 matches).
MI is out of the race for a
spot in the playo�s.

The opening partner-
ship of Sunil Narine and
Phil Salt has been a crucial
factor in KKR’s consistent
performance. Narine’s bel-
ligerence with the bat has
been a key element in KKR
amassing 200-plus totals in
six of the eight innings
where it has batted �rst.

Exceptional
Narine, who has scored 461
runs at a strike rate of
183.67, is in exceptional

form that has propelled
him as the team’s most suc-
cessful all-rounder. As a
bowler, which is his prim-
ary vocation, Narine has
been outstanding with an
economy rate of 6.61.

Salt, having scored 429
runs at a strike rate of
183.33, has proved to be
the right companion for
Narine. KKR, which beat
MI by 24 runs at the Wank-
hede Stadium, will be
banking on its key players
to come good again.

KKR will look to seal playo�
berth with win over MI

Dynamic duo: Salt and Narine’s blistering starts have been a

crucial factor in KKR’s consistent performance. K.R. DEEPAK

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

A butter�ngered Punjab
Kings paid the price for
dropping �ve catches as it
crashed out of the Indian
Premier League after a de-
feat against Royal Challen-
gers Bengaluru. The Kings
gave two lifelines to Virat
Kohli early on in the in-
nings. 

While Punjab Kings as-
sistant coach Brad Haddin
admitted that those
dropped catches cost his
team the game, RCB’s Ca-
meron Green was of the
opinion that an opponent
team cannot a�ord to give

Kohli so many chances.
“He will make you hurt,

especially early in the in-
nings — when he is trying
to be aggressive. After a
couple of drops, he played
like he didn’t have anyth-
ing to lose. He played like
vintage Virat that we all
know,” Green said on
Thursday. 

“100 per cent we lost
the match because of
dropped catches. If we
look through the game, we
dropped two guys on a
duck, and both of them
scored big runs. 

“That was where the
game was lost,” Haddin
said.

We lost the match because of dropped
catches, says Punjab Kings’ Haddin
Shayan Acharya
DHARAMSHALA

Missed opportunity: PBKS could not hold on to its chances against

RCB and crashed out of the playo� race. R.V. MOORTHY

The biggest challenge Kol-
kata Knight Riders now fac-
es is to keep performing
consistently, said the
team’s leg spinner Varun
Chakaravarthy.

“When you are at the
top of the table, it gives you
more responsibility. The
best thing we can do right
now is be consistent —
which is tougher than try-
ing to �nd out something
and improve on it. It is
about doing the basics
right,” Varun said ahead of
KKR’s match against Mum-
bai Indians at Eden

Gardens.
Varun said despite the

Eden Gardens pitch not
supporting spin he has
been able to make adjust-
ments according to the sit-

uation to get his rhythm
back. 

“Bowling on the Eden
pitch was very tough in-
itially and took everyone
by storm. We have worked

on our lines and lengths.
We are also working on the
angles and are trying to
bowl from di�erent areas
of the crease,” Varun, who
took three for 16 against
Delhi Capitals in KKR’s last
outing at home, said.

Varun said the team
owner Sahrukh Khan has
been constantly motivating
the players. 

“SRK has been present
in almost all matches in
Kolkata. Even in the match
where we did not do well
(against Punjab Kings), he
came to the dressing room
and spoke to every player
for an hour and hugged
everyone.”

Being consistent is tougher than
improving, says Varun Chakaravarthy
Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

Tweaking it: Varun says he has made adjustments according to the

situation to get his rhythm back. PTI

GUJARAT TITANS

B. Sai Sudharsan c Dube b
Deshpande 103 (51b, 5x4, 7x6),
Shubman Gill c Jadeja b
Deshpande 104 (55b, 9x4, 6x6),
David Miller (not out) 16 (11b,

1x4), M. Shahrukh Khan run out 2
(3b); Extras (lb-1, w-5): 6; Total
(for three wkts. in 20 overs): 231.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-210 (Sai Sudharsan, 17.2 overs),
2-213 (Gill, 17.6), 3-231 (Shahrukh,
19.6).

SUPER KINGS BOWLING

Santner 2-0-31-0, Deshpande
4-0-33-2, Shardul 4-0-25-0,
Simarjeet 4-0-60-0, Jadeja
2-0-29-0, Mitchell 4-0-52-0.

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS

Ajinkya Rahane (Impact Player

in place of Deshpande) c
Tewatia b Warrier 1 (5b), Rachin
Ravindra run out 1 (2b), Ruturaj
Gaikwad c Rashid b Umesh 0 (3b),
Daryl Mitchell c Shahrukh b Mohit
63 (34b, 7x4, 3x6), Moeen Ali c
Noor b Mohit 56 (36b, 4x4, 4x6),
Shivam Dube c Noor b Mohit 21
(13b, 2x4, 1x6), Ravindra Jadeja c
Miller b Rashid 18 (10b, 2x4, 1x6),
M.S. Dhoni (not out) 26 (11b, 1x4,

3x6), Mitchell Santner b Rashid 0
(2b), Shardul Thakur (not out) 3
(4b): Extras (lb-3, w-4): 7; Total
(for eight wkts. in 20 overs): 196.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-2 (Ravindra, 0.6), 2-2 (Rahane,
1.1), 3-10 (Ruturaj, 2.5), 4-119
(Mitchell, 12.2), 5-135 (Moeen,
14.2), 6-165 (Dube, 16.4), 7-169
(Jadeja, 17.3), 8-169 (Santner,
17.5).

TITANS BOWLING

Umesh 3-0-20-1, Warrier (Impact

Player in place of Sai

Sudharsan) 3-0-28-1, Tyagi
4-0-51-0, Noor 2-0-25-0, Rashid
4-0-38-2, Mohit 4-0-31-3.
Toss: CSK. PoM: Gill.
Titans won by 35 runs.

SCOREBOARD

�
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A day after all six Greco-ro-
man wrestlers came up
with forgettable perfor-
mances, Nisha Dahiya kept
India’s hopes of Paris
Games quota place alive by
moving into the semi�nals
at the World Olympic
Games Quali�er here on
Friday.

The 68kg grappler de-
feated Belarusian teenager
Alina Shauchukon points
3-0 to secure a place in the
quarter�nals. Then she
overcame Czech Repu-
blic’s Adela Hanzlickova
7-4 on points to book a
place in the semi�nal
against Romania’s Alexan-
dra Anghel.

Mansi (62kg) came up
against a far superior op-
ponent in Belarusian op-
ponent Veranika Ivanova,
who achieved a victory by
fall in the
pre-quarter�nals.

Nisha makes
the last four

Press Trust of India
ISTANBUL

Bayer Leverkusen is
through to the Europa
League �nal 4-2 on aggre-
gate after a stoppage-time
goal from Josip Stanisic
snatched a 2-2 draw at
home on Thursday, ex-
tending its unbeaten run to
a record 49 games.

In a rematch of last sea-
son’s Europa League semi-
�nal, Roma came to Lever-
kusen 2-0 down after the
�rst leg but levelled the tie
up despite having little
possession thanks to pe-
nalties in each half from
Leandro Paredes.

With the tie heading for
extra time, Alex Grimaldo
curled in a corner which
goalie Mile Svilar failed to

catch, the ball going into
the net after bouncing o�
Roma defender Gianluca
Mancini.

Stanisic then kept Lever-

kusen’s stunning record of
late goals alive by scoring
on the counter in the se-
venth minute of added
time, breaking Ben�ca’s

European unbeaten record
dating back to 1965.

Bundesliga champion
Leverkusen will meet Ata-
lanta, which beat Marseille
3-0 (4-1 on aggregate), in
the �nal in Dublin on May
22 with hopes of a remar-
kable treble still alive.

A �rst for Atalanta

Goals from Ademola Look-
man, academy product
Matteo Ruggeri and El Bilal
Toure put Atalanta
through to its �rst ever Eu-
ropean �nal with a 4-1 ag-
gregate win in front of deli-
rious fans in Bergamo.

The results (semifinals,

second leg): Bayer Leverkusen 2
(Mancini 82-og, Stanisic 90+7)
drew with AS Roma 2 (Paredes
43-pen, 66-pen) (Leverkusen wins

4-2 on aggregate); Atalanta 3
(Lookman 30, Ruggeri 52, Toure
90+5) bt Marseille 0 (Atalanta

wins 4-1 on aggregate).

Leverkusen’s unbeaten run
continues on and on and on

Agence France-Presse
LEVERKUSEN

Unstoppable: Stanisic keeps Leverkusen’s run going with this very

late strike against Roma. GETTY IMAGES

EUROPA LEAGUE

A Delhi court on Friday
framed charges of sexual
harassment against the
former Wrestling Federa-
tion of India (WFI) presi-
dent Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh. He will now face
trial for allegedly harassing
�ve women wrestlers.

The charges against Brij
Bhushan were framed by
the Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate (ACMM)
Priyanka Rajpoot of the
Rouse Avenue Court. The
detailed order is awaited.

Su�cient material
In an open court, the judge
said there was su�cient
material on record to
frame the accused for the
o�ences punishable under
Sections 354 (outraging the
modesty of a woman) and
354A (sexual harassment)
of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), with respect to �ve
wrestlers who were named
as Victim No. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
by the court.

The court also observed
that there was su�cient
material on record to
frame charges against Brij
Bhushan for the o�ence
punishable under Section
506(1) (criminal intimida-
tion) with respect to two
wrestlers.

Charges were also

framed against Vinod To-
mar, suspended assistant
secretary of WFI, who is al-
so an accused in this case
for the o�ence of criminal
intimidation against Victim
No. 1. 

The court has dis-
charged him from the of-
fence of abetment with re-
gard to all the accused.

Many renowned wres-
tlers, including Sakshi Ma-
lik, Vinesh Phogat, Bajrang
Punia and Sangeeta Pho-
gat, had protested for
months in New Delhi last
year, demanding the arrest
of Brij Bhushan for alleged-
ly sexually harassing sever-
al women grapplers, in-
cluding a minor. 

The harassment took
place between 2016 and
2019 at the WFI o�ce, Brij
Bhushan’s o�cial resi-
dence, and also abroad,
the victims alleged.

As the wrestlers’ protest

continued for weeks, the
sports ministry had consti-
tuted an oversight commit-
tee to internally investigate
the matter.

The police �led an FIR
against Brij Bhushan after
the intervention of the Su-
preme Court in May 2023.
In June, a 1,000-page char-
gesheet was �led at the
Rouse Avenue court.

A minor wrestler, who
too had protested against
the former WFI president,
later took back her com-
plaint and changed the
statement.

‘False and motivated’
During the hearing on
framing of charges, Brij
Bhushan maintained that
the case was “false and
motivated”.

Sakshi, who was at the
forefront of the wrestlers’
protest in Jantar Mantar,
said all the women wres-
tlers were happy that
charges have been framed
against Brij Bhushan and
Tomar.

Calling it a “big miles-
tone” in the wrestlers’ 18-
month struggle, Sakshi
said the protest started in
January 2023 on the streets
and ended in court.

“We have full faith in the
judiciary, and look forward
to a fair trial and justice be-
ing meted out to us,” said
Sakshi.

Brij Bhushan to face trial 
for sexual harassment 
of women wrestlers
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Brij Bhushan. FILE PHOTO

The appointment process
for the head coach of In-
dia’s men’s cricket team is
set to begin in the coming
week. Jay Shah, the Board
of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) secretary, con-
�rmed incumbent Rahul
Dravid can reapply if he
wants his tenure extended.

“We will call for applica-
tions in the next few days.
Dravid’s tenure is coming
to an end in June. If he
wants to reapply, he can,”
Shah said during an inte-
raction at the BCCI
headquarters.

Dravid, who took over
in November 2021, was
handed a short-term exten-
sion till the T20 World Cup
after his two-year contract
expired at the end of In-
dia’s loss in the �nal of the
ODI World Cup last No-

vember. Shah con�rmed
the new head coach will be
o�ered to take charge till
the ODI World Cup in 2027.

No split coaches
The BCCI is unlikely to opt
for a split coaching role for
the limited-over formats
and Tests.

“We are looking for a
long-term coach, for three
years,” Shah said. “There is
no precedent of di�erent
coaches for di�erent for-
mats in Indian cricket. Be-
sides, we have a number of
all-format players. 

“Ultimately, it will be
the Cricket Advisory Com-
mittee’s (CAC’s) call. I have
to implement what they
decide. If the CAC selects a
foreign coach, I can’t
interfere.”

Even before the head
coach applications are in-
vited, the three-member
CAC — headed by former

batter Ashok Malhotra —
includes Jatin Paranjape
and Sulakshana Naik — will
have to �nalise the long-
pending appointment of a
national selector. “A few in-
terviews for the selector's
post have already hap-
pened. The CAC will meet
in a week’s time to �nalise
the name and we will an-
nounce it soon,” Shah said.

The Hindu understands
that domestic stalwart

Mithun Manhas and form-
er India o�-spinner Nikhil
Chopra are the main con-
tenders to join the Ajit
Agarkar-chaired panel.

Shah stated that the
uproar over the Impact
Player rule in the IPL, in-
troduced in the 2023 edi-
tion, will be discussed with
various stakeholders after
the conclusion of the T20
World Cup in June.

“The Impact Player rule
was brought in as a test
case. On the bright side, it
is providing additional
playing opportunities to
two Indian players in every
match,” Shah said.

“We will consult with
the franchise captains,
players, franchises and
broadcasters and then de-
cide about the future
course. 

“It’s neither a perma-
nent rule nor am I saying
we will move past it.”

BCCI to invite men’s head coach
applications next week
Amol Karhadkar
MUMBAI

Jay Shah. FILE PHOTO

Austria’s Dominic Thiem,
former US Open cham-
pion, announced on Fri-
day that the 2024 season
would be his last as a pro-
fessional tennis player,
ending a career plagued by
a long-term wrist injury.

The 30-year-old’s for-
tunes have nose-dived
since his crowning mo-
ment in 2020, when he
beat Alexander Zverev in
the �nal of that year’s pan-
demic-a�ected US Open
held behind closed doors.

“The season 2024 is go-
ing to be my last one. I am
going to �nish my career at
the end of this season,”
Thiem said via a video
statement on social media.

Several reasons had in-
�uenced his decision to re-

tire, Thiem stated, but the
main ones were his injured
wrist and his “inner feel-
ing” that had caused him
to “very carefully” re�ect
on the ups and downs of
his “incredible journey as
a tennis player”.

He said he had thought

about the decision to end
his career “for a very long
time”.

“I am very happy with it
[decision] and I am also
super excited for everyth-
ing that is coming up
next."

Once World No.3,

Thiem’s ranking plummet-
ed to 352 in June 2022 after
a wrist injury sidelined
him for nine months and
prevented him from de-
fending his US Open title.
He is currently ranked No.
117.

Over the course of his
career, Thiem has won 17
tournaments. He was also
twice a �nalist at the
French Open (2018 and
2019) and once at the Aus-
tralian Open (2020) to go
with two runner-up �nish-
es at the year-ending ATP
Finals (2019 and 2020).

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic
praised Thiem earlier this
week, saying the Austrian
had “always shown res-
pect on the court and took
time to say hello”, accord-
ing to APA press agency.

“I really like Dominic.
We all know how hard it is
to come back (after inju-
ry),” Djokovic was quoted
as saying.

Former US Open champion Thiem 
to retire at the end of the year

Agence France-Presse
VIENNA

Crowning moment: Thiem holds up the championship trophy

after defeating Zverev in the 2020 US Open final. AP

TENNIS

Former Indian captain Sou-
rav Ganguly on Friday said
the Indian team manage-
ment should make Virat
Kohli open in next month’s
T20 World Cup to exploit
the star batter’s rich vein of
form in the ongoing Indian
Premier League.

Kohli is the current
Orange Cap holder in this
IPL with 634 runs from 12
matches, averaging 70.44
and at an impressive strike-
rate of 153.51, which is sig-
ni�cantly higher than his
career rate of 134.31.

“Virat is playing excep-
tionally well. The way Kohli
batted [on Thursday] — 90
in quick time, you need to
use him as opener in T20
World Cup. He should
open, evidenced by his last
few IPL innings which have
been outstanding,” Gangu-

ly told PTI here on the side-
lines of a promotional
event.

Ganguly said India has
picked a balanced squad
for the T20 World Cup
which has the wherewithal
to land the trophy after a
gap of 17 years.

India’s lone triumph in
the T20 World Cup came in
2007, the inaugural edition
held in South Africa.

“This is an excellent
squad. I think they have
picked the best possible
squad. Apart from batting
depth, bowling looks
excellent.

“Bumrah is the best fast
bowler in the world at the
moment. We have expe-
rience in Kuldeep, Axar, Si-
raj. It’s an ideal combina-
tion we have this time,”
said Ganguly.

Kohli should open in the T20
World Cup, says Ganguly

Latest evidence: The way Kohli batted against Punjab Kings has

convinced Ganguly that he should open. R.V. MOORTHY

Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

H
e saved his best for
the last but for
once, it just wasn’t

enough. 
Neeraj Chopra, on Fri-

day night, was in the unfa-
miliar position of playing
catch up as Czech Jakub
Vadlejch set the mark early
on and managed to stay
ahead all through, �nish-
ing on top at the Doha Dia-
mond League here with a
best throw of 88.38m to
push Neeraj into second
spot, just two centimetres
behind with 88.36m.

Neeraj, participating in
his �rst competition this
year as he kicks o� his
Olympic gold defence,
looked comfortable but
not at his best. For some-
one known for his ‘one and
done’ performances, start-
ing with a foul throw was
not ideal. It was similar to
his situation at the Asian
Games last year but here,
the competition was
di�erent.

Vadlejch, who already
had an 87m throw earlier
this year, started with an
85.87 and while Neeraj im-
proved over the next two

attempts, the Czech was in
no mood to relent this time
around. Neeraj, who has
often claimed it isn’t over
till the last throw, proved
why he rates consistency
so highly. 

While Jakub fouled his
�nal attempt, Neeraj
pushed himself all the way
in his sixth attempt but fell
agonisingly short of the
mark.

The other Indian in the
fray Kishore Kumar Jena,
in his Diamond League de-
but, was unable to get
anywhere close to his best,
bowing out after the �rst
three attempts and a best
throw of only 76.31m. Jena
had already said his main
target was to get used to
the �eld ahead of the Paris
Olympics but he would be
disappointed with not be-
ing able to cross the 80m
mark.

On the long jump pit,
Greek reigning Olympic
and World champion Mil-
tiadis Tentoglou steadily
improved with every jump
but could only end up se-
cond with a best of 8.36m
in his �nal attempt, behind
Jamaican Corey McLeod
who left the �eld behind
with a massive 8.52m in his
fourth attempt.

Not all favourites strug-
gled, though. The men’s

400m Olympic champion
Steven Gardiner, who had
to pull out of the World
Championships last year
with injury and only made
his return earlier this year,
took top spot in 44.76 se-
conds, ahead of Zambia’s
Muzala Samukonga
(45.07s). 

The men’s 200m was an

all-American a�air, led by
Kenneth Bednarek in 19.67
seconds — again a World
Lead, Meet Record and
personal best.

The results: Men: 200m: 1.
Kenneth Bednarek (USA) 19.67s,
2. Courtney Lindsey (USA) 20.01,
3. Kyree King (USA) 20.21; 400m:

1. Steven Gardiner (Bah) 44.76s,
2. Muzala Samukonga (Zam)

45.07, 3. Leungo Scotch (Bot)
45.29; 1500m: 1. Brian Komen
(Ken) 3:32.43, 2. Timothy
Cheruiyot (Ken) 3:32.67, 3.
Reynold Kipkorir Cheruiyot (Ken)
3:32.96; 400m hurdles: 1. Alsion
Dos Santos (Bra) 46.86s, 2. CJ
Allen (USA) 48.39, 3. Wilfried
Happio (Fra) 49.10.

3000 steeplechase: 1. Samuel
Firewu (Eth) 8:07.25s, 2. Abraham
Kibiwott (Ken) 8:07.38, 3. Getnet
Wale (Eth) 8:09.69s; Long Jump:

1. Corey McLeod (Jam) 8.52m, 2.
Miltiadis Tentoglou (Gre) 8.36, 3.
Simon Ehammer (Sui) 8.30;
Javelin: 1. Jakub Vadlejch (Cze)
88.38m, 2. Neeraj Chopra (Ind)
88.36, 3. Anderson Peters (Gre)
86.72.

Women: 100m: 1. Daryll Neita
(GBr) 10.98s, 2. Tamari Davis
(USA) 10.99, 3. Celera Barnes
(USA) 11.02; 800m: 1. Mary
Moraa (Ken) 1:57:91s, 2. Jemma
Reekie (GBr) 1:58:42, 3. Noelie
Yarigo (Ben) 1:58:70; 1500m: 1.
Freweyni Hailu (Eth) 4:00:42, 2.
Jessica Hull (Aus) 4:00:84, 3. Nelly
Chepchirchir (Ken) 4:09:19;
5000m: 1. Beatrice Chebet (Ken)
14:26:98, 2. Ejgayehu Taye (Eth)
14:29:26, 3. Medina Eisa (Eth)
14:34:11.

100m hurdles: 1. Ditaji
Kambundji (Sui) 12.49s, 2. Tonea
Marshall (USA) 12.51, 3. Pia
Skrzyszowska (Pol) 12.53; High

jump: 1. Angelina Topic (Srb)
1.94m, 2. Iryna Gerashchenko
(Ukr) 1.91, 3. Eleanor Patterson
(Aus) 1.91; Pole Vault: 1. Molly
Caudery (GBr) 4.73m, 2. Nina
Kennedy (Aus) 4.73m, 3. Tina
Sutej (Slo) 4.63m.

Vadlejch’s e�ort of 88.38m in the opening round proves enough for the Czech to take the top spot; Jena comes up short and

only manages a 76.31m; Tentoglou �nishes second in men’s long jump; Gardiner wins men’s 400m

DIAMOND LEAGUE

Neeraj uncorks a 88.36m throw
in his last attempt to claim silver

Uthra Ganesan
DOHA

Final flourish: Neeraj pushed himself in the sixth attempt to come

up with his best throw of the evening. AP
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M
anika Batra could
not be more
thrilled about

bossing the World No. 2
from China earlier this
week but to beat the top-10
players more often, the In-
dian table tennis trailblaz-
er knows she needs to do
more on the tactical and
�tness front.

After becoming the �rst
Indian female to reach the
quarter�nals of a Grand
Smash (top tier events or-
ganised by World Table
Tennis), the 28-year-old
doesn’t want to sit on her
laurels and her focus is
�rmly �xed on the Paris
Olympics in July-August.

Manika shocked Wang
Manyu, the 2021 World
Champion in women’s sin-
gles and member of the

Olympic gold-winning Chi-
nese team at the Tokyo
Olympics, before blanking
14th-ranked Nina Mittel-
ham from Germany to
make it a special week in
Saudi Arabia.

“I am really happy. I had

a lot of fun beating her,”
said a beaming Batra, who
had lost badly to Wang Ma-
nyu at the Macau World
Cup last month.

Manika, who plays with
long pimples on the back-
hand, is known for twid-

dling the racket in the mid-
dle of a point but of late
she has made a conscious
e�ort to not do that
excessively.

“To be honest, I don’t
see any di�erences (bet-
ween myself against Chi-
nese) but I have noticed in
this tournament that if you
want to reach semi�nals
and �nals, your stamina,
your body should be
trained like that. The Chi-
nese and Japanese move
really fast.”

The Indian’s pimpled
rubber on the backhand al-
lows her to slow the pace
of the point so that she can
get herself in an attacking
position.

“I have to be more at-
tacking because now I’ve
realised that from back-
hand only, you cannot
win. You have to attack
from forehand. I have real-
ised this and I am working
on this with my coach.” 

‘Need to improve tactics to
beat the Chinese’

Gameplan: Manika has realised that she cannot win only using her

backhand and needs to work on her forehand. PTI

Manika is chu�ed with her showing in WTT event in Jeddah where she went toe to toe with some

of the big names, sets sights on doing well at the Paris Olympics

TABLE TENNIS

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Bayern Munich forward Serge Gnabry has been
ruled out for the season and could miss
Germany’s home Euro 2024 campaign with a
hamstring injury, the club announced on Friday.
Gnabry left the �eld after 27 minutes in
Wednesday’s 2-1 Champions League semi�nal
loss to Real Madrid. Bayern issued a statement
saying the 28-year-old would “miss the
remainder of the season” after a diagnosis
showed a tear in his left hamstring. Germany
opens the Euros against Scotland on June 14.

Injured Gnabry in doubt for
Germany’s Euros campaign

INBRIEF
�

Premier League: SS Select 1, 2
(SD & HD) & Hotstar, 5, 7.30 & 10
p.m.

LaLiga: Sports 18-1 (SD & HD) &
JioCinema, 5.30, 7.45, 10 p.m. &
12.30 a.m. (Sunday)

Bundesliga: Sony Sports Ten 2
(SD & HD) & LIV, 7 & 10 p.m.

IPL: Star Sports 1 (SD & HD) & Jio-
Cinema, 7.30 p.m.

LIVE TELECAST

�

UDHAGAMANDALAM: Queen
Anula has an edge over her
rivals in the Bangalore Turf
Club Ltd Trophy (1,200m), the
main event of the races to be
held here on Saturday (May 11).
A carried over amount of
₹71,085 will be added to the
Mini jackpot pool.

1 SAPPORO HANDICAP
(1,400m), rated 00 to 25, 11-

00 a.m.: 1. Annalisa (3) C.
Umesh 62, 2. Arikattu (1) R.
Manish 61.5, 3. Eclipse Award
(4) Koshi Kumar 61.5, 4. Touch
Of Fury (6) G. Vivek 61.5, 5.
Memory Lane (5) A.S. Peter 60,
6. Regent Prince (2) Kuldeep
Singh 58.5, 7. Majestic Charmer
(7) Farid Ansari 57, 8. Show-
manship (10) B. Dharshan 56, 9.
Stillwater (9) P. Sai Kumar 56
and 10. Little Wonder (8) Shyam
Kumar 54.5.
1. STILLWATER, 2. TOUCH OF
FURY, 3. ANNALISA

2 OWN OPINION PLATE
(1,400m), maiden 3-y-o

only (Terms), 11-30: 1. King’s
Guardian (4) Farid Ansari 56, 2.
Annette (7) P. Sai Kumar 54.5, 3.
Aspen (1) S.A. Amit 54.5, 4. Dak-
shin Vijay (5) Kuldeep Singh
54.5, 5. Dramatic (2) Hindu
Singh 54.5, 6. Everwin (3) C.
Brisson 54.5, 7. Krishvi (8) C.
Umesh 54.5 and 8. Lumiere (6)
A.S. Peter 54.5. 
1. KRISHVI, 2. DRAMATIC, 3.
ANNETTE

3 DELHI RACE CLUB (1940)
LTD TROPHY (DIV. I),

(1,200m), 5-y-o & over, rated 20
to 45, (0 to 19 eligible), 12 noon:
1. Great Spirit (6) Kuldeep Singh
62, 2. Knotty In Blue (7) A.S.
Peter 61, 3. Saint Emilion (10) C.
Umesh 60, 4. Turf Beauty (3) P.
Vikram 60, 5. Dancing Queen
(8) R.S. Jodha 59, 6. Lord Of The
Turf (1) Farid Ansari 59, 7. Des-
pacito (9) Hindu Singh 58.5, 8.
Wild Frank (5) M.S. Deora 57, 9.
Conscious Keeper (2) Surya
Prakash 54.5 and 10. Bohemian
Star (4) P. Sai Kumar 54.
1. SAINT EMILION, 2. DANCING
QUEEN, 3. DESPACITO

4 BANGALORE TURF CLUB
LTD TROPHY (1,200m),

rated 40 to 65, (20 to 39 eli-
gible), 12-30 p.m.: 1. Pirate’s
Love (5) L.A. Rozario 61, 2. Cy-
nosure (3) Surya Prakash 60, 3.

Relic Warrior (6) P. Sai Kumar
59, 4. Raffinato (8) Koshi Kumar
58.5, 5. Bertha (4) Hindu Singh
58. 6. Seeking The Stars (10) C.
Umesh 58, 7. Queen Anula (9)
K.V. Baskar 56, 8. Samurai Blue
(7) S.J. Moulin 56, 9. First Missile
(2) Kuldeep Singh 54 and 10.
Sinatra (1) S.A. Amit 54.
1. QUEEN ANULA, 2. SEEKING
THE STARS, 3. SAMURAI BLUE

5 DELHI RACE CLUB (1940)
LTD TROPHY (DIV. II),

(1,200m), 5-y-o & over rated 20
to 45, (0 to 19 eligible), 1-00: 1.
Angavai (4) Kuldeep Singh 61.5,
2. Emperor Ashoka (8) Inayat
58, 3. Lady Luck (2) Surya
Prakash 58, 4. Wood Art (10)
M.S. Deora 57, 5. Single Malt (5)
R. Manish 56.5, 6. Empire Of
Dreams (3) Shyam Kumar 56, 7.
Stolen Glance (9) P. Sai Kumar
53.5, 8. Stern Maiden (6) K.V.
Baskar 53, 9. Royal Mayfair (7)
Farid Ansari 52 and 10. Rwanda
(1) P. Vikram 50.
1. LADY LUCK, 2. STOLEN
GLANCE, 3. RWANDA

6 HYDERABAD RACE CLUB
CUP (1,600m), rated 20 to

45 (0 to 19 eligible), 1-30: 1. Sa-
lome (4) Koshi Kumar 60, 2.
Safety (3) Inayat 58, 3. Sweet
Legacy (1) Farid Ansari 58, 4.
Waytogo (5) M.S. Deora 58, 5.
Mystic Zlatan (9) P. Sai Kumar
57.5, 6. Radiant Joy (6) Surya
Prakash 57, 7. Gold Fame (10) C.
Umesh 57, 8. Gingersnap (2)
L.A. Rozario 56, 9. Paris O’Con-
nor (8) P. Ajeeth Kumar 55 and
10. Saro Superfast (7) Kuldeep
Singh 53.5. 
1. GINGERSNAP, 2. SALOME, 3.
GOLD FAME

7 MYSORE RACE CLUB LTD
TROPHY (1,400m), rated 20

to 45 (0 to 19 eligible), 2-00: 1.
Sheer Elegance (2) A.M. To-
grallu 60, 2. Kings Return (5) C.
Brisson 58, 3. Momentous (8) P.
Sai Kumar 58, 4. Summer Song
(6) B. Dharshan 57.5, 5. Grey
Beauty (3) S.J. Moulin 56.5, 6.
King O Star (7) Kuldeep Singh
56, 7. Air Marshall (4) K.V. Bas-
kar 55. 8. Kallania (1) C. Umesh
55, 9. Silver Soul (10) R. Manish
54 and 10. The Sting (9) M.S. De-
ora 51.
1. GREY BEAUTY, 2. KALLANIA, 3.
MOMENTOUS

Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7; Mini Jkt: 4, 5, 6
& 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 & 4, (ii): 5, 6 & 7.

Queen Anula for the
Bangalore Turf Club 
Ltd Trophy 

Rutuja Bhosale and Paige
Hourigan beat Yuki Naito
and Naho Sato 6-4, 6-3 in
the doubles semi�nals of
the $60,000 ITF wo-
men’s tennis tournament
in Fukuoka, Japan, on
Friday. 

In the �nal, the Indo-
Kiwi pair will play anoth-
er Japanese team of Ha-
runa Arakawa and Aoi
Ito.

Other results: €74,825
Challenger, Francavilla al

Mare, Italy: Doubles :
Semifinals: Sander Arends &
Matwe Middelkoop bt Sriram
Balaji & Andre Begemann 5-7,
6-3, [10-7].

€74,825 Challenger, Prague:
Doubles: Quarterfinals: Jiri
Barnat & Jan Hrazdil bt
Anirudh Chandrasekar & Niki
Poonacha 6-3, 1-6, [10-3].

$15,000 ITF, Monastir: Men:
Pre-quarterfinals: Karan
Singh bt Corban Crowther
7-6(6), 2-6, 6-3. 

Doubles: Quarterfinals:
Niklas Schell & Karan Singh bt
Kazuma Kawachi & Jumpei
Yamasaki 6-3, 6-2.

Women: Pre-quarterfinals:
Merna Refaat bt Vaishnavi
Adkar 6-7(1), 6-3, 6-2.

Rutuja and
Hourigan enter 
the doubles �nal 

TENNIS

Sports Bureau

Keshav, Anandkumar
star for Little Hearts 
Keshav Balaji hit an
unbeaten 122 and A.
Anandkumar 113 as Little
Hearts CA beat Rider CC
by 155 runs in the District
Cricket Association of
Chengalpattu (DCAC)
cricket league.

Steven Curtis’ six for 25
went in vain as Srishti lost
to Praglad by 22 runs.
The scores: Krish CC 141/6 in 20
overs tied with Krishnaraj CC
141/7 in 20 overs (Thejeswar
Ganesh 31, V. Sai Balaji 38).

Praglad CC 129/8 in 20 overs
(Promoth 40, M.
Sudharsanamoorthy 43, Steven
Curtis 6/25) bt Srishti CC 107/6 in
20 overs (Sachin Anand 4/24).

Spring Field CC 100 in 18.4 overs
(E. Gokul 3/21) lost to
Selvaganapathy MCC 101/3 in
12.2 overs.

Phoenix CC 163/8 in 20 overs
(Saravanan Muthupandian 52, S.
Vignesh 51, S. Aravind 4/45) bt Jai
CC 140/9 in 20 overs (S. Sri Hari

30, Akshay Kumar 3/32).
Little Hearts CA 268/1 in 20 overs
(Keshav Balaji 122 n.o., A.
Anandkumar 113) bt Rider CC
113/7 in 20 overs (Sabari 46, A.
Anandkumar 4/23).
Syndicate Nanganallur 142/5 in
20 overs (Sathvik Athma Raman
57, Anand 39, Vignesh S. Iyer
3/32) bt SRM IST 139 in 19.4 overs
(G.B. Tharun 65, Sathvik Athma
Raman 4/24).
Asiatic CA 125/7 in 20 overs
(Franky 43, S. Prabhu 35, Rohit
4/32) lost to Shan CC 127 for no
loss in 12.4 overs (S.P. Vinod 43
n.o., Suresh Arumugam 74 n.o.).

AROUND THE CITY
�

Anandkumar (Little

Hearts CA, 113). 

Keshav Balaji (Little

Hearts CA, 122 n.o.). 

Steven Curtis 

(Srishti, 6/25). 

Cricket: Thiruvallur DCA league, II div., Wheels India vs IEC (8
a.m.); Mugappair vs. Ebenezer CA (1 p.m.), DRBCCC Hindu-A; III
div., Sundar vs Sri Vaishnavi (8 a.m.); IV div., CPRC vs. SRF (1
p.m.), OCF ground; DCAC league, Gurunanak Combines vs
Asiatic CA (7 a.m.); SRM IST vs Srishti (11 a.m.), SRM IST.
All-India YSCA Trophy, KDCA Secretary’s XI vs Jubilee (8 a.m.);
YSCA-B vs KRM Public School (1 p.m.), Gandhi Nagar; DCAC
President’s XI vs Bharathi (8 a.m.); Royal Gems vs. Korattur (1
p.m.), GE-A (alstom).

ENGAGEMENTS
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T
he president of the
Indian Olympic As-
sociation (IOA), P.T.

Usha announced that the
shooters and golfers would
get to stay close to their
competition venues during
the Olympics in Paris.

On her return from Pa-
ris, Usha stated that every
e�ort was made to ensure
comfortable and conve-
nient accommodation for
the athletes and support
sta�. 

“We have been able to
secure accommodation for
a number of sports-speci�c
support sta� at a short dis-

tance from the Athletes Vil-
lage, as not everyone can
be accommodated at the
village,” said Usha. The
shooting events will be
held at the Chateauroux
Range, about 250 kilo-
metres from Paris. The IOA
president also revealed

that her team had a fruitful
meeting with the Ambassa-
dor of India in France,
Jawed Ashraf, who assured
the best possible support
for the Indian athletes and
the contingent during the
Games. Many French-
speaking Indians had also

agreed to be volunteers for
the Indian contingent dur-
ing the Olympics.

Usha and the IOA team
also had a two-day stint at
the International Olympic
Committee (IOC), head-
quarters in Lausanne,
Switzerland, and had a
meeting with the IOC presi-
dent Thomas Bach, apart
from interaction with ma-
ny departments.

Usha, IOA team secure logistic
support for Indian contingent
during the Olympics 

Productive discussions: The IOA team also had a meeting with the

IOC president Bach. FILE PHOTO

She returns to India after �nalising the arrangements in Paris; adds that they have also ensured

that shooters and golfers stay closer to the respective event venues

GENERAL

Sports Bureau

NEW DELHI
We have been able to
secure accommodation
for a number of
sports-speci�c support
sta� at a short distance
from the Athletes Village

USHA

Reigning National men’s
champion Velavan Sen-
thilkumar and National
women’s semi�nalist
Rathika Seelan will spear-
head the Indian contin-
gent at the 22nd Asian
team squash champion-
ships to be held in Dalian,
China, from June 12 to 16,
the Squash Rackets Feder-
ation of India announced
here on Friday, after con-
ducting the selection trials
at the Indian Squash &
Triathlon Academy here. 

The 2023 National

Games men’s champion
Abhay Singh, Rahul
Baitha and Suraj Chand
complete the men’s line-
up, while 2023 National
Games women’s silver
medallist R. Pooja Arthi,
Sunita Patel and Janet Vid-
hi form the rest of the wo-
men’s squad.

The release further
said: “Following India’s
spectacular performance
at the last Asian Games in
Hangzhou – with the team
securing �ve medals in a
competitive �eld — the
SRFI is focused on pro-
moting younger players
with an eye on the 2026
Asian Games in Japan and
the sport’s much-awaited
Olympic debut in LA ’28.”

Indian team for
Asians named

Sports Bureau

CHENNAI

SQUASH

The Basketball Federation
of India (BFI) has proposed
the launch of two National-
level leagues — the National
Star Basketball 3x3 league
and the National Star Bas-
ketball 5x5 league. 

These leagues will fea-
ture both men’s and wo-
men’s divisions. BFI will al-
so organise National u-23
Pro league.While maintain-
ing 100% ownership of the
leagues, BFI will look to get
an organising partner
through a selection pro-
cess. 

The partner will be
granted a seven-year li-
cense to oversee the opera-
tions of the leagues. Those
interested can bid for the
rights to organise either
one or both leagues, sub-
ject to meeting the criteria
outlined by the BFI. “The
tendering process will be
over in around 40 days.
And then we will start
creating the structure. Mo-
reover, we are planning to
hold 3x3 across beaches of
the country. The 5x5
league, too, will be held in
Indoor and Outdoor as
well. The primary purpose
of the leagues is to take the
sport to the masses,” Aad-
hav Arjuna, BFI president
told The Hindu.

BFI plans to launch two
National-level leagues

Sports Bureau

CHENNAI

BASKETBALL

Defending champion Uttar
Pradesh scored a thrilling
103-98 victory over Chan-
digarh in a group-A league
match of the 74th National
junior basketball cham-
pionship at the Emerald
Heights International
School courts on Friday. In
the women’s section, host
Madhya Pradesh beat Kera-
la 77-55, thanks to the �ne
work of Kushi Pal Singh
and Ananya Maheshwari.

The results (league): Men:

Group-A: Uttar Pradesh 103
Vedanshi Ranot 21, Abhi Panwar
20, Kunal Singh 20, Aman Tyagi
15) bt Chandigarh 93 (Himanshu
Hooda 27, Gaurav Kumar Singh
19, Sumit 19, Ravinder Kaushik
13).

Kerala 73 (Aswin Krishna 21,
Vinay Sankar 13, LR Niranjan 12)
bt Delhi 32 (Anshuman Singh 17).

Group-B: Rajasthan 100
(Mohammed Ishan 23, Nitesh
Kumar 18) bt Tamil Nadu 50 (D
Mirthunvel 17, Dhanush Venkat
10). Andhra Pradesh 80 (Vaka
Rahul 21, Gosla Nakesh Babu 13,
Paneendra 10) bt Odisha 76
(Barik Abhishek 37, Sisa
Biswanath 12, Saifuddin Shaik
10). Women: Group-A: Madhya
Pradesh 77 (Kushi Pal Singh 24,
Ananya Maheshwari 17) bt Kerala
55 (Amanda Rocha 17, Akshara
Lakshmi 15).

Karnataka 88 (Aadhya Gowda 29,
Aditi Subramaniam 17, Adhya
Nagalinga 11, Nilaaya Reddy 10)
bt Rajasthan 53 (Priyanka Pal 18,
Priyanshi Joshi 12).

Tamil Nadu 85 (Antheya Daisy 30,
Theja Sri 20, Juana Chrisolin 12)
bt Rajasthan 76 (Priyanka Pal 24,
Payal 16, Priyanshi Joshi 13).

B: Maharashtra 80 (Anaanya
Bhavasar 28, Muskan Singh 14,
Rajvi Maladhari 13, Gunjari Mantri
13) bt Punjab 76 (Komalpreet
Kaur 25, Nadar Dhillon 13,
Gagandeep Kaur 11, Kishanpreet
Kaur 10).

U.P. boys win a thriller
against Chandigarh
Sports Bureau

INDORE

The duo missed the
medal round by two
points. 

The other Indian team

ka shot 138 for the ninth
place in mixed skeet in the
shooting World Cup in Ba-
ku, Azerbaijan, on Friday. 

Shooters Raiza Dhillon
and Anantjeet Singh Naru-

of Ganemat Sekhon and
Mairaj Ahmad Khan shot
137 for the 12th spot
among 26 teams.

Shooters Raiza and Anantjeet miss medal round 

Sports Bureau

Wrestler Bajrang Punia on
Friday took to his social
media handle on ‘X’ to
further clarify as to why he
did not give a sample to the
National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) o�cials
during the selection trials
in Sonipat on March 10.

Bajrang, who has been
suspended by United
World Wrestling (UWW)
until December 31, on the
basis of the provisional sus-
pension imposed by NA-
DA, again claimed that he
had not refused to give his
sample.

“This is to clarify that I
have at no stage refused to
give my sample for doping
control. On 10 March 2024,
when I was approached by

alleged doping control o�-
cials, I merely reminded
them that the last two
times they came to collect
my sample, they had got-
ten expired kits once and
on the other instance, they
had approached me with a
single testing kit as op-
posed to the three testing
kits. 

“I then sought an answ-

er from them as the NADA
did not provide an answer
to any of my communica-
tions demanding an expla-
nation for the same and in-
formed them that I would
give my sample upon re-
ceiving such explanation
from them,” Bajrang said.

“Not only did the dop-
ing control o�cials refuse
to provide an explanation,

they did not provide me
any proof on this instance
of them carrying proper
equipment and merely left
from the venue where I
was at, claiming it to be a
refusal from my end. I con-
tinued to be at the venue as
I had another bout sche-
duled for 3/4 position. Af-
ter my semi�nal bout, I
met the SAI doctor at the
venue for treatment re-
garding a knee injury suf-
fered during the semi-�-
nals of the Wrestling Trials.
I only left the venue about

an hour after the alleged
doping control o�cials ap-
proached me, contrary to
how it has been portrayed
that I left immediately.
“The dope controlling of-
�cer should have accompa-
nied me till I submitted my
medical report to the com-
petition manager as per
protocol, rather than leav-

ing in a hurry in the middle
of the trials, to record my
refusal. Even if this inci-
dent is treated as refusal,
the fact that it was due to
NADA using expired kits
and not providing an ex-
planation for using them,
or giving me comfort, that
they had not carried ex-
pired kits again, should be
considered as a compelling
justi�cation. I took such a
stance solely because of
the NADAs actions in the
past, which, in the absence
of an explanation, could
continue a dangerous
trend of the use of expired
kits or non-compliance
with doping control proto-
col. It is my moral obliga-
tion towards the wrestling
community and particular-
ly the younger wrestlers
that I exercised here.”

Wrestler Bajrang issues another clari�cation on
why he did not give sample to NADA 

The last two times they
came to collect my
sample, they had gotten
expired kits once and on
the other instance, they
had approached me
with a single testing kit
as opposed to the three
testing kits

Sports Bureau

KOLKATA

This is to clarify that I
have at no stage refused
to give my sample for
doping control

Staying by his words: Bajrang again claimed that he had not

refused to give his sample. FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI
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W
hen Manchester City was held to
a 0-0 draw by Arsenal at the end
of March, Erling Haaland had
not scored in three matches; Ci-

ty had failed to �nd the back of the net in a Pre-
mier League game at home for the �rst time
since October 2021.

It was a frustrating result for Pep Guardiola’s
side, which trailed both the Gunners and then
leader Liverpool at that stage. Haaland was be-
ginning to face the sort of criticism he had never
experienced before in his career. Former Man-
chester United captain Roy Keane described the
centre-forward’s play as “almost League Two
level”.

On an unstoppable run

But since that draw, City has won four league
games on the bounce, which has left the side
with its destiny in its own hands. Although one
point behind frontrunner Arsenal, City has a
game in hand. Haaland has played a central role
in City roaring back to contention, bagging seven
goals in four Premier League matches and strik-
ing fear into the heart of every defence in
England.

Clearly, the goal-scoring machine is rounding
into form at the perfect time, with three games
remaining in City’s tight title race with Arsenal.
Wolverhampton Wanderers was Haaland’s most
recent victim, with the 23-year-old scoring four
goals in a 5-1 rout last weekend.

Three of Haaland’s goals were in the �rst half,
making him the third player to score two �rst-half
hat-tricks in Premier League history, after An-
drew Cole and Michael Owen.

Haaland converted from the penalty spot in
the 12th minute after Rayan Ait-Nouri’s late tackle
took Josko Gvardiol down in the box. He then
doubled City’s lead in the 35th when he soared
high to head home at the far post from Rodri’s
cross.

“That’s a beautiful goal. My father [Alf-Inge
Haaland, who played for City] is going to be hap-
py with that one,” he told Sky Sports. “A nice ce-
lebration, I enjoyed that one. We keep going.”

Haaland converted again from the spot just be-

fore halftime after
he was clipped from
behind by Nelson Se-
medo in the area. His
fourth came in the se-
cond half when he con-
trolled a diagonal pass in
the air from Phil Foden
before slicing inside and
curling a shot into the far
corner.

Haaland, who missed
nearly two months earlier this
season with a foot injury, has
now at least a hat-trick in six of
his 63 matches in England’s
top �ight. Wolves were left with
the sobering realisation that there
could even have been more on the
day for City’s number nine, who has
twice before scored �ve in one game
since arriving in England.

“Fantastic to score four goals,” said
Haaland. “It was a di�cult game. They
can play football so it was not easy but we
were solid. We have to keep going, we have
to push and focus.”

Finding his shooting feet

Guardiola deemed that the 6’4” Haaland was
back in business after his injury struggles.

“He was injured, an important one, and he’s
so tall, so to get back to your best form you need
time,” said Guardiola. “But happy for his perfor-
mance, for his exceptional goals, in the penalties
as well because we know how some days it is not
easy ... but the second and fourth (goals) were
unbelievable. Erling is back to business”

Haaland’s four-goal haul looks to have settled
the race for the Golden Boot —
awarded to the league’s top
scorer — as his 25 Premier
League goals are now �ve
more than Newcastle’s
Alexander Isak and Chel-
sea’s Cole Palmer. Aston
Villa’s Ollie Watkins has
19. A 25-goal league sea-
son is an impressive
achievement, but it pales

in comparison with Haaland’s record 36 in 2022-
23. “Twenty-�ve goals [is] not bad,” said Haa-

land. “We’ve got a not-so-bad manager who
pushes me. I try to develop every day. I had

some problems [this season] but let’s not
focus on them.” 

Despite criticism of his form this
term, Haaland has now scored 36

goals in all competitions, including
six in the Champions League,

proving that he is a victim of
his own high standards.
Guardiola has often felt
the need to defend his

striker at several points
during the season.

The City manager
said Haaland was
“the best striker in
the world” follow-
ing criticism from
Keane. “He helped
us to win [the treble]

last season, and the
reason why we don’t

create many chances is not
because of Erling,” said Guardiola. “For the
quality and di�erent skills we have, Haaland is
exceptional.”

Back in February, Guardiola also said Haa-
land had “shut the mouths” of his critics after
scoring the only goal of a nervy 1-0 win over
Brentford. “Top strikers score a lot of goals.
Don’t criticise, he will shut your mouth. Sooner
or later he is there. He was out for two months,
he lost his grandmother, it is not easy for a hu-
man being.”

The value of match-winners

In addition to his injury and personal struggles,
Haaland, when he was �t earlier in the season,
often missed his partner-in-crime Kevin De
Bruyne, who was out with a hamstring injury.

“I try to do the same runs with everyone, but
with him I know I’m going to get it perfect. I
know the ball is going to come,” said Haaland.
“You can see I don’t even look at the ball for two
seconds when he has it because I’m focusing on
running towards the goal. That’s the di�erence,
nothing bad towards other players, but it’s the
small di�erence of knowing that the ball will
come.”

Guardiola has often spoken about the di�e-
rence between players who “help you play bet-
ter” and those “who win games”. The �rst cate-
gory is central to establishing control whereas
the second puts opposition teams away. Both
Haaland and De Bruyne belong to the second
category.

“It’s simple. They are players that win games
by themselves. When one player scores 60
goals, you win games,” said Guardiola. “When a
player makes a thousand million assists and
goals, it helps you to win games. You don’t

have to study at Harvard or Yale to under-
stand that.”

With De Bruyne supplying Haaland
with ammunition, City remains on

course for an unprecedented fourth
successive Premier League crown.

Three more wins — away to Fulham
and Tottenham and then at home to

West Ham — and the title is City’s out-
right. As Haaland put it, “We’ve got

four �nals [three league games and the
FA Cup �nal] left for our season. We’re on

a mission. Now focus on the next one.”

The Norwegian hitman is proving the di�erence-maker in a tight

Premier League title race with Arsenal. Forced to deal with

injuries and criticism this season, the 23-year-old appears back to

his best in the run-in — as a result, the Citizens are eyeing a fourth

consecutive English crown

Erling was
injured and
he’s so tall,
so to get
back to your
best form
you need
time. [Now]
he is back to
business

PEP
GUARDIOLA
Manchester City
manager

Twenty-�ve goals [is] not bad. We’ve got a
not-so-bad manager who pushes me. I try to
develop every day. I had some problems [this
season] but let’s not focus on them

ERLING HAALAND

Reuters
Agence France-Presse
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F
ormula One’s silly season usually only
buzzes around mid-term, with driver
contracts being negotiated during the
summer break. But this year, things

have been on overdrive from the start. 
It began when Lewis Hamilton announced he

would leave Mercedes and join Ferrari in 2025.
Subsequently, there has been a lot of speculation
surrounding Carlos Sainz’s landing spot and even
some smoke signals of Merc trying to audaciously
poach Max Verstappen from Red Bull.

Coming to a boil

But even as all this played out, a more signi�cant
event was brewing under the surface. It con-
cerned the future of Red Bull’s chief technical of-
�cer, Adrian Newey. Last week, ahead of the Mia-
mi Grand Prix, it was announced that the design
genius would leave the team next year.

If Hamilton’s move is seismic in its impact and
shock value, Newey’s departure is much more
signi�cant, in terms of its potential e�ect on the
pecking order.

The 65-year-old is arguably the best F1 car de-
signer ever, having won championships at three
di�erent teams — Williams, McLaren, and Red

Bull — in a career spanning over four decades.
Newey has been instrumental in Red Bull be-

coming the force it is. Drivers are the stars of the
show, but results in F1 are decided more by the
quality of the machinery at their disposal. A Ha-
milton or Verstappen can probably put the 2024
Alpine or Sauber a few places higher than where
they are placing. But those cars won’t win races
even in their brilliant hands. The machinery de-
termines 80-90% of a team’s success, the driver
brings in the last 10-20%.

More than the engine horsepower and the me-
chanical platform, a car’s performance potential
is determined by its aerodynamics and down-
force. And in F1, no one understands this cryptic
art of physics better than Newey, the sport’s fore-
most aerodynamicist who has revolutionised the
subject across an ever-changing technical
landscape.

It is famously said, tongue-in-cheek, that Ne-
wey can visualise air�ow over the car and �nd
the ideal solutions to achieve aerodynamic e�-
ciency; such is his command of the subject.

In a highly complex sport with many varia-
bles, Newey’s presence is the closest guarantee
of success. He played a crucial role in Williams’
dominance of the constructors’ championship in
the ’90s, and his designs powered Nigel Mansell

(1992), Alain Prost (1993), Damon Hill (1996), and
Jacques Villeneuve (1997) to the drivers’ title.

Priceless ability

The British engineer is known for his priceless
ability to examine a new set of regulations and
identify which facet of the car will be vital to un-
locking maximum performance. 

In 1998, F1 moved to narrow-track cars and
grooved tyres, and his work in nailing those reg-
ulations in his �rst year at McLaren helped Mika
Hakkinen win the titles in 1998 and 1999.

Similarly, in 2009, under a new aero regula-
tion regime, Red Bull jumped from being a lower-
mid-grid team to one �ghting for the title and
dominated the sport from 2010 to 2013, as Sebas-
tian Vettel won four titles on the bounce. The
team perfected the concept of blowing exhaust
gases through the di�user — an aerodynamic part
in the car’s rear — to generate downforce.

Although Newey has reduced his day-to-day
involvement in recent years, he is still the guiding
force. In 2022, when the current ground-e�ect
regulations were introduced, he fell back on his
work in this area in his early years in the sport to
ensure Red Bull hit the ground running.

He realised that getting the suspension right
would be critical to performance and focused his
e�orts on that. Most teams su�ered from a pro-
blem called porpoising, in which the cars violent-
ly bounced on the track, costing lap time and
causing discomfort to the drivers. Red Bull man-
aged to mitigate this to a great extent, while a
team like Mercedes continues to struggle.

The suspension and the intricate �oor design
to maximise ground e�ect have laid the founda-
tion for the side’s dominance of the sport since
then.

Modern-day F1 teams are enormous opera-
tions with hundreds of highly quali�ed engineers
and the latest tools. But the presence of someone
like Newey, who has also worked as a race engi-
neer, adds considerable value, as he understands
what the driver needs.

Red Bull has been blessed in that it has man-
aged to get the best out of Newey by giving him
complete freedom since he joined the organisa-
tion in 2006. He has responded by delivering 13
titles (seven drivers’ and six constructors’) and
more than 100 wins. 

This tally could further increase. The reigning
champion has a baked-in advantage this year — it
will likely win both titles and will probably still be
competitive next year, as the regulations are sta-
ble. However, the team’s biggest challenge begins
now. How it handles the transition could deter-
mine the future of the energy-drink giant in the
sport.

In recent times, the team has learnt to depend
less on Newey, but losing such an in�uential �-
gure is a massive blow as it always had the cush-
ion of relying on him to troubleshoot any pro-
blem. More importantly, his exit couldn’t have
come at a worse time. 

Life after Newey

In 2026, a fresh set of regulations will come into
force, and it will be the �rst time Red Bull will ap-
proach them without Newey illuminating the
path. To add to the challenges, Red Bull will also
be building its own power units starting in 2026,
which is a huge undertaking, considering it is not
an original equipment manufacturer.

Becoming a championship-winning team
doesn’t happen overnight, even with a blank
cheque. There are no silver bullets for instant
success, and it takes a lot of years to get the struc-
ture right. In Red Bull’s case, the period from
2006 to 2008 allowed Newey to put things in
place. That foundation was vital to tackling the
’09 regulations, which helped it jump to the front
of the grid.

The big test now will be to see how robust that
structure is without its chief architect at the
helm. Recently, it emerged that Newey felt team
boss Christian Horner was downplaying his con-
tributions in public. Newey hasn’t commented
on this, but his wife’s social media posts hinted at
it, which seems to have played a part in his deci-
sion to quit. 

Horner has also been in the eye of the storm
this year after a female employee accused him of
harassment but he was cleared of wrongdoing af-
ter an internal investigation. The situation creat-
ed a sense of unease in the team, and McLaren
team boss Zak Brown even hinted that some Red
Bull employees were shopping their CVs around. 

The signi�cant risk, though, pertains to Ver-
stappen’s future. The Dutchman wasn’t happy
with what was happening inside the team either.
Could Newey’s exit push him over the edge at a
time when Mercedes is openly courting him?

It only takes a little for a team to crumble from
a position of strength, especially when there is a
personnel change at the top. Since Newey’s de-
parture, Williams hasn’t won a title, and McLaren
managed just one driver’s title in 2008, which
shows how vital he was to those teams. Can Red
Bull break the jinx? Only time will tell.

It would be a
privilege to
work with
Adrian. If I
was to do a
list of people
that I would
love to work
with, he
would
absolutely
be at the top
of it

LEWIS
HAMILTON
Seven-time world
champion

He’s a formidable engineer. He’s always
scratching for that last bit of performance...
he challenges, he pushes the boundaries.
It’ll be with sadness that we see him depart
but… the show goes on

CHRISTIAN HORNER
Red Bull team boss

S. Dipak Ragav

In a highly complex sport, the 65-year-old design genius — F1’s foremost aerodynamicist — is the

closest guarantee of success. And so while Lewis Hamilton’s Ferrari move is seismic, Newey’s

departure is much more signi�cant, in terms of its potential e�ect on the pecking order

Why Adrian
Newey’s Red Bull
exit could redraw
F1’s contours

That old dressing room routine
of a cold beverage after the
game has been reinterpreted in
American sport: you don’t pour
it down your throat, you pour it
on someone unsuspecting.

This relatively recent sports
tradition, known as the

Gatorade shower, involves
players dumping a cooler filled
with liquid — typically Gatorade
on ice, but water and other
sports drinks are used, too —
on someone high profile to
celebrate a big win.

The person being ‘bathed’ is
usually the team’s coach, but
star players, team owners and

even sports reporters have been
doused during victory
celebrations.

The tradition has its roots in
friendly revenge. Reportedly
New York Giants player Jim
Burt dumped a cooler of
Gatorade on head coach Bill
Parcells after a 1984 win over
then NFC champion Washington

Redskins — Parcells had driven
Burt hard in training before the
game and this was the player
getting even with
‘well-intentioned’ mischief.

While the tradition comes
from gridiron football, it’s now
common in several sports, as
this photograph from a recent
baseball game shows.
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Drink’s on me
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