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- WEATHER

Generally cloudy sky. Rain/
Thundershower with gusty wind likely.
Maximum and minimum temperatures
likely to be around 33 °C and 24 °C

respectively.

RAINFALL: 2.0mm

RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Max. 93 % Min. 56 %

TEMPERATURE

Max: 32.7°C (-3.1)  Min: 23.3°C (-3.7)

SUN RISES SUN SETS

04:58 hrs 18:8 hrs

MOON RISES MOON SETS

08:25 hrs 22:35 hrs
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Assamese girls wearing traditional attire
during Faat Bihu celebrations at Mohghuli
Chapori in Lakhimpur district, Assam, on
sunday. = ANI
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‘FUTURE OF VARUN
WILL BE DECIDED
AFTER ELECTIONS’
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PEOPLE'S PARLIAMENT, ALWAYS IN SESSION

SWITZERLAND’S NEMO
WINS 68TH EURQVISION
SONG CONTEST

Modiisthe worstPMIindia

haseverseen:BengalCM

ModicomestoBengaltospeakliesandliesonly,says MamataBanerjeeatUluberiarally

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

ut of sheer des-
peration, Prime
Minister Naren-
draModiis talk-
ing lies and has taken
recourse to divisive poli-
tics, Trinamul Congress
chairperson Mamata
Banerjee said today.

She was addressing a
rallyin Uluberia this after-
noon. Mrs Sajda Amhed,
the party’snomineeis fight-
ing from the seat. Earlier,
Miss Banerjee addressed
anotherrally in North 24-
Parganas that falls under
Barrackpore parliamen-
tary seat. Partha Bhowmick
is the Trinamul nominee
from the seat.

Miss Banerjee said:
“Modicomesto Bengal to
speaklies andlies only. He
is the worst Prime Minis-

es’forpolls

ter Indiahas ever seen. He
talks divisive politics,“she
said, adding: “In the name
of CAA, NRC and Uniform
Civil Code BJP will with-
draw the reservations for
the SC, ST and Muslims.
He said the Muslims will
eatinto thereservation of
the SC and ST people. Is
that possible? The rights
of the SC, ST and OBC
have been guaranteed by
the Constitution. Why

always attack the Mus-
lims?” she questioned.
Miss Banerjee said:
“Modiis still talking about
Sandeshkhali, where the
sting video has now been
circulated. Modi said the

on blank paper which were
later filled up by BJP lead-
ers, shesaid. “I have never
seen such aheinous crime
inmylife,” Miss Banerjee
said, adding: “In UPwomen
had been raped and then
murdered. But not a sin-
gle word has been said by
Modi on crime against
women in UP”

She said Mr Modi did
nothave money to pay the
dues of 59 lakh job card
holders under the MGN-
REGA. “However, he had
money to give advertise-
ments to spread canards
againstme. He calls me cor-
rupt, BJP is the most cor-
rupt party. Go to UP and

country is watching San-  Bihar to understand cor-
deshkhali. Thisisbecause  ruption.”
you have purchased the Slamming the BJP for

media who are forced to
show your lies,” she said.
In Sandeshkhali the BJP
had forced women to sign

its allegation that in Ben-
gal, Mamata Banerjee did
notallow Durga Puja, she
said: “Thisis the biggest lie.

Ten‘Kejriwal Guarante

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday annou-
nced ten 'Kejriwal Guarantees'
of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
for the Lok Sabha elections,
including 24-hour electrici-
ty supply, free education, and
better healthcare.

The AAP’s national con-
venor said if the Opposition
INDIA bloc comes to power,
he would make sure that
these promises are fulfilled.
“This (the announcement)
was delayed due to my arrest
butitstillhasrelevance....Ihave
not discussed it with the rest
of the INDIA but this is like a
guarantee that no one would
have any problemswithit.I give
this guarantee that after the
INDIA alliance comes to power,
I'will make sure that these guar-
antees are implemented,” he
said atthe AAP headquarters.

Elaborating, he said: "Ofthe
10 guarantees, the firstis that
we will provide 24-hour elec-
tricity in the country. Indiahas
the capacityto generate three
lakh MW of electricity while

n

i

fi

-

1]

1]
L]
L
-
o

only two lakh MW is gener-
ated. Our country can produce
more electricity than the
demand. We have done it in
Delhi and Punjab, we will do
it in the country... We will
provide up to 200 units of free
electricity to all the poor."
Mr Kejriwal said: “Today,
the condition of our govern-
ment schools is not good.
Oursecond guaranteeis that
we will arrange good and ex-
cellent free education for eve-
ryone, beitachild belonging
to a poor or a rich family."
Promisingbetter healthcare,
Mr Kejriwal said: "Today, the

Hardeep Nijjar killing:
Canadian Police
arrest fourth suspect

AGENCIES
OTTAWA, 12 MAY

The Canadian Police has
arrested a fourth suspect
over his alleged involve-
mentin thekilling of the des-
ignated terrorist, Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, Canada-based
CBC News reported. Nijjar
was killed outside the Gur-
dwara in Surrey, British
Columbia, on 18 June.

The arrested man has
beenidentified as Amandeep
Singh (22). According to
Integrated Homicide Inves-
tigation Team (IHIT) in
British Columbia, Singh was
already in the custody of Peel
Regional Police in Ontario
for unrelated firearms
charges. "IHIT pursued the
evidence and gained suffi-
cient information for the
BC Prosecution Service to
charge Amandeep Singh
with first-degree murder
and conspiracy to commit
murder," the police state-
ment said.

The police said that Singh
is an Indian national, split-

The arrested man
has been identified
as Amandeep Singh
(22), an Indian
hational

given any further details of
the arrest, citing ongoing
investigations and court
processes.

This comes days after
the Canadian police arrest-
ed three Indian nationals ~
Karan Brar, Kamalpreet
Singh and Karanpreet Singh
~ in Edmonton. The trio
was charged with first-degree
murder and conspiracy to
commit murder in relation
to the homicide.

Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
who was designated a ter-
rorist by India's National
Investigation Agency in 2020,
was shot and killed in Sur-
rey in June last year.

The attackwas described
as 'highly coordinated' and
involved six men and two
vehicles. Notably, the Cana-
dian police have not given
any evidence of any link to

condition of our government
hospitalsisnotgood, hence the
guarantee for better healthcare.
Wewill ensure good treatment
for everyone. Mohalla clinics
willbe opened in everyvillage,
everylocality." Every citizen will
get free treatment, he said.

Asserting that the land
occupied by China will be
freed, he said: "Our fourth gua-
ranteeis 'Nation first'. China
has occupied ourland but our
Central governmentis deny-
ingit... All theland of the coun-
try thathas been occupied by
China will be freed. For this,
efforts willbe made at the dip-
lomaticlevel on the one hand
and the Armywill be given co-
mplete freedom to take what-
ever steps it wants to take
regarding this on the other."

He also said the Agniveer
scheme will be withdrawn and
the old method of military
recruitment reinstated.

The AAP also promised that
farmers would get full prices
for their crops based on the
recommendations of the
Swaminathan Commission.
The AAP also vowed to get
Delhi the status of a full state.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

Anotherround of electoral bat-
tle between the BJP-led NDA
and the Opposition INDIA
bloc takes placein the fourth
phase of voting in the Lok
Sabha elections on Monday.

The voting, in 1.92 lakh
polling stations in 96 parlia-
mentary constituencies spread
across 10 states and Union ter-
ritories (UTs), will commence
at7a.m.and concludeat6p.m.

Ofthe 96 Lok Sabha seats
going to polls in the fourth
phase, 25 arein Andhra Pra-
desh, 17 in Telangana, 13 in
Uttar Pradesh, 11 in Mahara-
shtra, eight each in Madhya
Pradesh and Bengal, five in
Bihar, four each in Jhark-
hand and Odishaand onein
Jammu and Kashmir.

More than 17.70 crore vot-
erswill decide the fates of 1,717
candidateswho are in the fray.
Prominent contenders among
the candidates from the BJP
are Union ministers, Girijaj
Singh (Begusarai, Bihar), G Kis-
han Reddy (Secunderabad, Te-
langana), and Madhavi Latha
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ting his time in Canada in
Brampton, Ontario; Surrey,
British Columbia, and

Abbotsford, British Colum-  Trudeaualleged India's hand
bia, as reported by CBC inthekilling ~ a claim New
News. Investigatorshaven't ~ Delhi has rejected.
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India. Nijjar's killing triggered
diplomatic tensions between
Canada and India after Mr
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The state government sup-
ports the clubs with finan-
cial assistance. We observe
Saraswati puja. We observe
Christmas and Eid. We
believe that religion is
individual but festival is for
all. BJPbelievesin divisive
politics. Theyletloose one
community against the
other, one religion against
the other. They believe in
divisive politics.”

She said: “Modi is so
shameless that he con-
tinues to speak lies.

She reiterated her
pledge thathouses under
Awas Plus scheme will be
built from December. Se
also noted that in Ulube-
riaseveralindustries have
come up. A growth centre
has come up in Uluberia.
She urged people to vote
for Trinamul Congress to
continue the all-round
development.

4thphase: Stage setfor electoral battle

» The voting, in
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(Hyderabad, Telangana). Adhir ~ and Trinamul Congress leader
Ranjan Chowdhury (Bahar- MahuaMoitra (Krishnanagar).
ampur, West Bengal) and Co- Elections will also take
ngress’ AndhraPradesh chief  place for all 175 seats of the
YSSharmila (Kadapa,Andhra Andhra Pradesh Assembly

Pradesh) arein the fray from
the Congress. Other key can-
didates are Samajwadi Party
chiefand former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Akhilesh Yadav
(Kannauj), AIMIM chief Asa-
duddin Owaisi (Hyderabad)

and 28 seats of the Odisha Leg-
islative Assembly on Monday.

The Election Commission
said thatas per IMD forecast
thereis no significant concern
regarding hot weather con-
ditions for tomorrow’s polling.
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PM: Nobody canoverturn
SCverdict on Ram Mandir,
stop CAAimplementation

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday addressed as many
asfourelectionralliesin West
Bengal in a whirlwind cam-
paign, during which he
attacked the Trinamul Congress
government on the issues of
corruption, appeasement pol-
itics and the turmoil in
Sandeshkhali. He also gave five
guarentees’ for the state,among
them vowing thatnobody can
stop theimplementation of the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) in Bengal.

Speaking at a rally for BJP
candidate Arjun Singh in Bhat-
para, Mr Modi said: “Today, I
want to give Bengal five guar-
antees. The first guarantee is
that there will be no com-
promise on the basis of reli-
gion. The second guaranteeis
that as long as Modi is here,
no one can end the protection
of tribal communities. The
third guaranteeis thatno one
can obstruct the observance
of Ram Navami and Ram Puja.
The fourth guarantee is that
aslongasModiis here,noone
can change the Supreme
Court's decision on the Ram
temple. And thefifth guaran-
tee is that no one can repeal
the CAA. And Modi's guaran-
tee is the guarantee of fulfill-
ing guarantees."

Referring to the opposition
to the CAA, MrModisaid, "This
law is meant to give citizen-
ship to persecuted refugees.
No one's citizenship will be

= - -
taken away. But parties like
Congress and Trinamul are
speakingfalsehoods aboutit.
They are against giving citi-
zenship to persecuted minori-
ties." “It's because of the pol-
itics of vote banks thatlaws like
the CAA have been turned into
villains," Mr Modi said.

Taking the TMCto taskon
the issue of corruption, Mr
Modi said: "A few years ago,
in a CAGreport, it was stated
that the Trinamul govern-
ment did not provide any
account of Rs 2lakh 30 thou-
sand crore." Mr Modi said:
"One of the examples of the
corruption of the Trinamul gov-
ernment is the corruption in
teacher recruitment. Here,
the OMR sheethasbeen burnt.
Fake interviews have been
conducted.”

Speaking about Sandesh-
khali, Mr Modi said: "What's
happening in Sandeshkhali,
the whole country is wit-
nessing. Trinamul is making
all sorts of efforts to protect the
culprits. But I guarantee, no
oppressor will survive."

Mr Modi also addressed ral-
lies in Howrah and Chinsur-
ah and Arambagh in Hoogh-
lyu district.

(More reports on Pg 2)

< MARUTI SUZUKI
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‘Astrong Bengal canshow thepathto thenation’

The timehascome tobringbackthelostglory of Bengal, the Prime Minister said whileaddressinga mammoth gatheringin Chinsurah

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 12 MAY

ddressinga mammoth

gathering at Chin-

surah this afternoon,

rime Minister Naren-

dra Modirecalled the glorious

days when Bengal showed the

way to the entire nation and

lamented that today Bengal

is known for misrule, cor-

ruption, lawlessness and atroc-
ities on women.

The time has come to
bring back the lost glory of Ben-
gal, the Prime Minister said.

The vote bank politics and
appeasement policies start-
ed by the Congress, then car-
ried forward by the Left Front
and now carried on by the TMC
have ruined Bengal, the PM
said. The entire development
policyis guided by vote-bank
politics and appeasement,
he said.

Mr Modi said the nation s
shocked by the heap of cur-
rency notes recovered from the
houses of TMCleaders. “The
Sandeshkhali incident has
caused anxiety for the women

PUBLIC OUTREACH
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of Bengal. They feel insecure
and are under constant fear
of TMC-backed goons. The
people are deprived of their
constitutional rights. TMC is
now well known as gondogol

sudip Banerjee, TMC candidate of North Kolkata, campaign at

Barabazar area. « Sns
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a public meeting for the Lok Sabha Polls, in Hooghly on

party (trouble making party),
Jomi dakhol and Ghore Bomb,
even children are not safe at
home.TMC have destroyed
the society,” Mr Modi
said.

P )

The prime minister added
the central government ben-
eficiary schemes if properly
implemented in the state
can bring development in
every sector, benefitting peo-

158 centenarianvoters
in East Burdwan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BURDWAN, 12 MAY

As many as 161 centenar-
ianvoters will exercise their
franchise in this year's Lok
Sabha election in
East Burdwan district
tomorrow.

The district has two Lok
Sabha constituencies -
Bardhaman-Durgapur and
Bardhaman Purba.

Bardhaman-Durgapur
constituency along with
it's neighbouring Bard-
haman Purba constituen-
cy has as many as 158 vot-
ers aged between 100 and
109 years and 19,449 vot-
ers aged above 85 years, a
database prepared by the
District Election authori-
ties indicates.

One of the votersis 120
year old who's residing in
Katwa. Two voters are aged
between 110 to 119 years

in the district and both
are female voters.

Among the senior most
voters, 122 are female and
36 male voters.

Bardhaman-Durgapur
constituency has 18.51
lakh voters and Bardhaman
Purba seat has 18.01 lakh
voters in aggregate. Bard-
haman Durgapur seat cov-
ers seven Assembly seg-
ments.

Of them Durgapur-
Paschim Assembly seg-
ment has highest voter
strength (2.76 lakh) and
Monteswar has the lowest
number of voters (2.48
lakh).

Bardhaman Purba
includes seven Assembly
segments. Of them Katwa
segment has the highest
(2.76 lakh) voters and
Jamalpur segment has the
lowest number (2.41 Lakh)
of voters.

ple ftom the grassroot level
but TMC is power and vote
hungry. Itdoes notrespect the
true mandate of the people.
Itinstills fear and terror among
the people to grab their votes,
he said.

The prime minister urged
the people to punish the
TMC by voting in favour of
BJPsince a strong Bengal can
ensure a strong stable BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre.

Mr Modisaid a strong BJP
in Bengal will bring back its
glory days, industrial and
agricultural development,
jobsforyouth, cottage indus-
try forwomen and safety and
security for all.

The PM urged the BJP
party workers to ensure word
of Modi’s guarantee reaches
every door step.

Mr Modi from Chinsurah
headed towards Arambagh
to address another election
campaign meeting.

The BJP has four MLAs in
Arambagh Sub-Division and
is pulling out all the stops to
to win the Arambagh Lok
Sabha constituency.

Weworship our Mother...365daysayear: Mother’s
portrait brings smile on PM Modi's face in Hooghly

AGENCIES
HOOGHLY, 12 MAY

Onthe occasion of Mothers' Day
on Sunday, Prime Minister
NarendraModiwasgifted apor-
trait of his mother Late Heer-
aben Patel duringhis publicrally
inHooghly,West Bengal and said
that the peopleinWest celebrate
this day as Mother's Day but
inIndiawe worship our Moth-
er 365 days a year.

While addressing a public
meetingin Hooghly, PM Modi
asked the Special Protection
Group (SPG) commandosto col-
lect the portrait of his mother
(brought as gifts) from two
young people.

"Thepeopleintherallyare
here who made the picture of
my mother. The people in
'West' celebrate this day as
Mother's Day, butin India, we
worship our Mother, MaDurga,
MaKaaliand Bharat Mata, 365
daysayear.Irequest SPGcom-

-

A BJP supporter holds a portrait of PM Narendra Modi's mother
late Heeraben Modi, which he received as a Mother's Day gift,

during the public meeting for the LS polls, in Hooghly .

mandosto collect the pictures.
Please mention your address-
esatthebackofthe paper. SPG
people take photos of mymoth-
er from both people. Iwant to
thank both of you," PM Modi
said on Sunday.

Meanwhile, in the first pic-
ture, the Prime Minister wassit-
ting on the floor, while his
handswere on hismother'slap.

ANI

In the second picture, PM
Modi and his mother were
seen sitting together and her
mother'shandswereonhisson's
(PM) shoulder.

Mother's Day annuallyfalls
on the second Sunday of May.
This year, it is being celebrat-
ed on May 12. Mother's Day
honours mothers and moth-
er figures around the globe.

Freedom of speechisat stake in Bengal: PM Modi

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday claimed
that the “freedom of speech”
in West Bengal is at stake
under the current Trinamool
Congress government.

“The opposition voices in
West Bengal are being sup-
pressed in West Bengal. The
freedom of speech of com-
mon people is at stake. In
West Bengal, a person is
threatened even for sharing
a cartoon,” the Prime Min-
ister said while addressing
a rally at Arambagh Lok
Sabha constituency in
Hooghly district in support
of the party candidate Arup
Kanti Digar.

The Prime Minister was
referring to the former pro-
fessor of Jadavpur Univer-
sity, Dr Ambikesh Mahapa-
tra, who was arrested by
police in 2011 for sharing a
cartoon of Chief Minister

Strawberry Festival in Kurseong on 18 May

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 12 MAY

The Sunday Haat, a Siliguri
based voluntary organisa-
tion that promotes organic
produce, traditional artsand
crafts of North Bengal and the
North-Eastregion, celebrat-
ed Mother’s Day today by ded-
icating the celebration to
Mother Nature and the Soil.

To mark the Mother’s Day;,
Sunday Haat organised sev-
eral programmes here today
and announced ‘Himalayan
Strawberry Festival’, the first
ofits kind of agro-tourism fes-
tival, at Chimney Village under
Kurseong Sub Division in
Darjeeling district on 18 May.

A group of farmers espe-
cially from Kurseong and
Sonada in Darjeeling asso-
ciated with the Sunday Haat,
will coordinate the Straw-
berry Festival.

Onthis occasion of Inter-
national Museum Dayon 18
May, the heritage of the area
like forest museum and the

ON THE POLL TRAIL

N A

chimney remains will be
highlighted along with agro-
produce, handicrafts and
handlooms in the festival.
Besides, there will be Straw-
berry recipe competition,

cultural programme and fash-
ion show. Thelocal people will
participate in several
activities related to Agro-
Tourism.

Today’s Mother’s Daywas

All India Trinamul Congress (TMC) from South Kolkata Mala Roy flashes a victory sign during an

election campaign for the Lok Sabha Polls, in Kolkata on Sunday.
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dedicated to Reba Bose in the
presence of guests from dif-
ferent fields, including from
the Confederation of Indian
Industry and from Nepal.
The event began with cake

ey

cutting by host Reba Bose,
Chief Guest Arjun Karki from
Green Generation Jhapa,
Nepal and Special Guest San-
jit Saha from CII, Siliguri,
India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public meeting for

L J L

the Lok Sabha Polls, in Hooghly on Sunday. » ANI

Mamata Banerjee.

Prime Minister said that
Trinamul Congress leaders
feel that they enjoy the
monopoly on the culture of
West Bengal. “But this is the

FINE DAY

Chilling out on a Sunday afternoon. = MOUL MONDAL

land of Maa Durga and Maa
Kali. In Bengal, censorship
has been put on people’s
faith. Taking the name of Lord
Ram is a crime here,” the
Prime Minister said.

He said that it is unfor-
tunate that the condition of
women and education are
constantly deteriorating in
theland of Raja Ram Mohan
Roy and Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar.

“The contribution of per-
sonalities like Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee is being under-
mined in West Bengal for
appeasement politics and
keeping the dedicated minor-
ity vote bank happy. The
Trinamool Congress leaders
are constantly insulting the
people coming from sched-
uled castes, scheduled tribes
and other backward class-
es,” the Prime Minister said.

He also said that the Tri-
namul Congress would not
be able to stop the imple-
mentation of the Citizenship
Amendment Act.

This was the third rally
addressed by the Prime Min-
ister in the day, the first two
being at Barrackpore and
Hooghly.

Mansadeep Ramakrishna Mission school gets higher secondary building

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

Swami Bimalatmanandaji
Maharaj, one of the vice pres-
idents of Ramakrishna Math
and Mission, inaugurated
the newly constructed high-
er secondary building at
Mansadeep Ramakrishna
Mission on Friday morning.

Maharaj had laid the foun-
dation stone in 2020. The
centre was hit by natural
calamities like Yash, Ailah
and Amphan. Though a High-
er Secondary section was
introduced in the school in
1976, the building could not
be constructed due to finan-
cial constraints.

Swami Tattvavidananda-
ji, one of the assistant general
secretaries of Ramakrishna
Math and Mission, Mr Bankim
Hazra, state minister for Sun-
derrbans Affairs department
and a former pupil of this
school, president of the organ-
izing committee Mr Samir

Ranjan Giri were present at
the function.

Coal Indiahasdonated Rs
2.05 crore to set up the build-
ing from its CSR Project.

Komotsu, a firm has donat-
ed Rs 12lakhs to procure the
high benches while many
people had donated gener-
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ously to set up the Physics
Lab.

Classeswill be held at the
building from the 2024 aca-
demic year. Mathematics,
Physics, Life Science, Chem-
istry, Geography and Com-
puter Science will be intro-
duced with 100 studentsin the

stream.

Slowly the number of stu-
dents will go up and in 2026
Arts faculty will be intro-
duced.

Surendranath Shasmal, a
landed aristocrat, had donat-
ed 100 bigha land at Magra
Chadipur village in Sagardeep.
Swami Isthanandaji setup a
primary school in 1928 to
propagate education among
the backward people of the
area.

In 1967 the school was
elevated the status of higher

secondary.

Majority of the students of
the school come from eco-
nomically challenged back-
ground. Many students are
first generation learners. In
addition to running the school,
the centre carries out large
scale social service following
the initiative of Swami
Stabapriyanandaji, secretary
of the centre.

Manshadeep is situated in
the SagarIsland and the area
is often affected by storms and
other natural calamities.
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e Electionin8keyLSseatstoday

Naka checking on the eve
of fourth phase of the Lok
Sabha election. = BISWAJIT
GHOSHAL

Special signage
put up at old
Esplanade
Metro station

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

After installing special
indicative footprints at at
old Esplanade Metro sta-
tion as well as new
Esplanade Metro station's
concourse area, the author-
ities of Kolkata Metro Rail-
way have now made
arrangements for similar
signs at the platforms of old
Esplanade Metro station.
Green footprints have been
installed on the platforms
of old Esplanade Metro
station. Aiming to help
commuters switch smooth-
ly from one corridor to
the other at Esplanade,
special Blue arrow signs
have alsobeen installed on
the ceiling of the inter-
connecting passage of
these two corridors as well
as the concourse area of
Blue Line.

MahuaMoitra, Adhir Ranjan ChoudhuryandDilip Ghoshareamong thoseinthe fray

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

ight Lok Sabha seats
in south Bengal will go
for polling tomorrow

which is the fourth
phase of the general elec-
tion.

Of the eight seats, five
seats are currently with the
Trinamul Congress while BJP
got two seats and Congress
one seat in the 2019 Lok
Sabha election.

Two actor-turned-politi-
cians, adoctor and two crick-
eters ofinternational repute
are on the ballot in the elec-
tion tomorrow.

Elaborate arrangements
have been made to ensure
peace during the election.
The polling will start at 7.30
a.m. and continue will 5 p.m.
There will be central forces,
police observers and gener-
al observers to ensure free and
fair election. There will be
Quick Response Teams (QRT)
along with state police per-
sonnel.

The polling, presiding offi-
cers and workers left for the
respective polling stations

with Electronic Voting
Machines (EVM) this after-
noon under heavy police
protection. The EVMS will be
kept in the strong rooms.
Before the election starts,
they will be demonstrated
before the representatives of
different political parties.
Baharampur Lok Sabha
seatis likely to witness a stiff
fightbetween the sitting Con-
gress MP Adhir Chowdhury
and Trinamul Congress nom-
inee, internationally renowned
cricketer Yusuf Pathan. Over
theyears, the vote bank of Con-
gress in the seat has wit-

nessed erosion. In the 2019
election Chowdhury had won
by 65,000 votes. In 2021
Assembly election, the
Baharampur seat went to the
BJP while Trinamul Congress
had won all the six remain-
ing seats falling within the Par-
liamentary constituency.

Trinamul Congress chair-
person Mamata Banerjee and
party’s national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee
have been holding meetings
and road shows in the con-
stituency.

In Krishnagar, Trinamul
Congress sitting Mr Mohua

BJP supporters thrash youthin Sandeshkhali

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

Trouble erupted again in
Sandeshkhali when some
BJP supporters beat up a
youth alleging that he had
made a fake video distorting
the facts of the unrest in the
area. Women supporters of
the BJP raided the youth’s
house and beat him up.
The trouble between Tri-
namul Congress and BJP
resumed after Trinamul Con-
gress uploaded a video where
two mandal presidents of
BJP were heard saying that
false cases of rape was filed
with the police. Mrs Rekha
Patrawho had organised the
women to protest against
illegal activities in

Sandeshkhaliis fighting the
Lok Sabha election from
Barasat on a BJP ticket.

Meanwhile, Trinamul
Congress has written a let-
ter to the Chief Election
Commissioner against Rekha
Sharma, chairperson Nation-
al Women Commission (
NWC) and other BJPleaders
whomi italleges conspired to
disturb the peace in
Sandeshkhali.

Trinamul Congresslead-

ersrequested the CEC to take
steps torestrain the BJP from
making further false, unver-
ified allegations against Tri-
namul Congress leaders.
In the letter, Trinamul
leaders alleged thatawoman
alleged that Mrs Sharma and
Mrs Piyali Das had forced her
to sign on a blank paper
without knowing its pur-
pose.When she had gone to
the police station, the BJP
leaders had threatened her
with dire consequences.
Both Mamata Banerjee
and Abhishek Banerjee dur-
ing their addresses at polit-
ical rallies today came down
heavily on the BJP for engi-
neering false narratives at
Sandeshkhali to malign the
state.
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Moitra will face Amrita Roy
of the Krishnagar Royal fam-
ily. Roywas Narendra Modi’s
selection. Both Mr Modiand
Amit Shah held meetings in
Krishnagar.

Mamata Banerjee started
her campaign for the 2024 Lok
Sabha poll from Krishnagar.
Later Miss Banerjee and
Abhishek Banerjee held meet-
ing and road in the con-
stituency in support of Ms
Moitra.

In Ranaghat, Dr Mutkut-
mani Adhikari who recently
joined the party from the
BJPis theTrinamul Congress
nominee. In2019, Jagannath
Sarkar of BJP had won the elec-
tion from the seat. The Matua
vote will play a major role in
the election both in Krishnagar
and Ranaghat.

In East Burdwan Trina-
mul Congress has fielded Dr
Sharmila Sarkar. The party’s
organisationis strongin East
Burdwan.

Burdwan- Durgapur is
likely to witness a close fight
between the BJP and Trina-
mul Congress. The BJP has
fielded Dilip Ghosh who was
the MP from Kharagpur and

replaced the sitting MP SS
Ahluwalliawho is contesting
from Asansol.

Trinamul Congress has
fielded ace cricketer Kirti
Azad against Mr Ghosh. Tri-
namul’s organisation net-
work is very strong. Mama-
ta Banerjee and Abhishek
Banerjee held meetings and
road shows in favour of Mr
Azad.

Actor-turned-politician
and the sitting Trinamul Con-
gress MP Shatrughan Sinha
will fight against SS Ahluwal-
liah in Asansol Lok Sabha
seat. Mr Sinha had won by over
3lakhvotesin 2019 Lok Sabha
election. In Bolpur and Birb-
hum actor-turned-politician
Shatabdi Roy, three time MP,
and Asit Kumar Mal are con-
testing from the seats. Both
the seats are under Trina-
mul Congress. This is for the
first time that the absence of
Anubrata Mondol, the party’s
district president, who is now
in jail, will be felt in the Lok
Sabha election.

Itisto be seen whether Tri-
namul Congress can increase
itsseat tally orretain themin
the elections tomorrow.

1,165 boothsdeclared critical
in Burdwan West by ECI

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DURGAPUR, 12 MAY

The Election Commission has
designated a total of eleven
hundred and sixty five booths
spread over nine assembly
constituencies of West Bur-
dwan district as critical.

Seven assembly seats fall
under Asansol Lok Sabha seat
while two assembly seg-
ments fall under Burdwan-
Durgapur Lok Sabha seat.

Asmanyas 81 companies
of central forces have been
deployed by the Election
Commission of India in these
constituencies.

Out of the 1,165 booths
declared critical, 930 booths
fall under the Asansol Lok
Sabha seatwhile 230 booths
fall under the Burdwan-Dur-
gapur Lok Sabha seat.

Around 5472 state police
personnel will also assist the
Central Armed Police Forces.

The voting will take place
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. tomor-
row. The District Electoral
Office has announced a
helpline number for assis-
tance ~ 0341-2250324.

There are a total 2498
boothsin nine assembly con-

stituencies inWest Burdwan
District. Seven assembly con-
stituencies which fallsunder
Asansol Lok Sabha seat are
Asansol North, Asansol South,
Barabani, Kulti, Raniganj,
Jamuria, Pandaveswar and
two assembly constituen-
cies which fall under Burd-
wan-Durgapur Lok Sabha
seat are Durgapur East and
Durgapur West. There are
two heavyweight ministers
from the district ~ law, judi-
ciary and labour minister
Moloy Ghatak from Asansol
North and panchayat min-
ister Pradip Mazumdar from
Durgapur East seat.

The West Bengal-Jhark-
hand border will remain
sealed and all liquor shops
will remain closed in West
Burdwan district tomorrow.

While former cricketer
Kirti Azad is contesting aga-
inst Dilip Ghosh, former state
president of BJP, and Sukrit
Ghoshal, former professor of
Burdwan Raj College of the
CPM in Burdwan-Durga-
pur, in Asansol Shatrughan
Sinha of the TMC s contes-
ting against Surendrajit Singh
Ahluwalia of the BJP and
Jaharnara Khan of the CPM.

’
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

Coming down heavily on
the BJP, Trinamul Congress
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee said the
leaders of the saffron party
come to Bengal to speaklies
about CAA and other schemes
which will be implemented
if they come to power.

He said that a responsi-
ble, sensitive, progressive
and secular INDIA bloc will
come to power in Delhi and
pro-people schemes will be
introduced and skyrocketing
of the prices of essential

commodities will be
addressed.
He was addressing a gath-

ering at Bongaon in support
of the party’s nominee,
Biswajit Das. In 2019 BJP
candidate Shantanu Thakur
was elected from the seat. The
seat will vote on 20 May.

Mr Banerjee said in 2019,
BJPleadershad cometothe
area and said uncondition-
al citizenship will be given to
the Matuas. Now, they are say-
ing the Matuas will have to
fill up a form, he said, and
warned that once they do it
theywill be sent to detention
camp like 12 lakh Hinduswho
have been sent to the deten-
tion camp in Assam.

“If Narendra Modi and
Amit Shah declare that there
will be no NRC, I will be the
first person to support them.
But they cannot announce
this,” he said.

He said BJP leaders have
said they would provide Rs
3.000 a month to women of
the state under Lakshmir
Bhandar. “BJPisrullingin 17
states. If they can give Lak-
shmir Bhandar to 10 crore
women in UP another 3 crore
women in Rajasthan and 2
more crore women in Gujarat
[will not come to you to ask
for vote. This is all hoax.
Mamata Banerjee had

Responsible and progressive
INDIA govtwill cometo

powerin Delhi: Abhishek

He urged people to
vote for Trinamul
Congress for the
area’'s uninterrupted
development

announced to introduce Lak-
shmir Bhandar before the
election and it was intro-
duced. Now, 2.12 crore
women in Bengal are getting
the benefit. The money which
they receive has also been
enhanced,” he pointed out.

Mr Banerjee said the BJP
does nothave anyrespect for
Matua deities Harichand
Thakur and Guruchand
Thakur. “When Mamatabala
Thakur had gone to Delhito
be sworn in as a member of
Rajya Sabha, she took the
names of Harichand Thakur
and Guruchand Thakur at the
swearing in ceremony. The
Chairman of Rajya Sabha
stopped her from uttering the
names of Harichand Thakur
and Guruchand Thakur. This
is BJP. They have no respect
for them but comes here to
ask for votes.”

He said if BJP is voted into
power this time they will
introduce one nation one
election and thereby take
away the rights of the peo-
ple of this country. “Now,
people elect their candidates
in three-tier Panchayat
Raj,civic bodies, Assembly and
Parliament but everything will
go and their right will be
taken away,” he said.

Mr Banerjee said if Mr Das
wins, the Bongaon Assembly
seat will fall vacant. “I will
come again in July and
through secret ballot, people
will decide whom they want
as their candidate from Bon-
gaon Assembly seat,” he
said.

He urged people to vote
for Trinamul Congress for the
area’s uninterrupted devel-
opment.
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GENERAL ELECTIONS TO LOK SABHA, 2024
IMPORTANT NOTICE

In the General Elections to Lok Sabha 2024, votes are being taken through Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs & VVPAT) today i.e. 13" May, 2024 (Monday) in 8 Parliamentary Constituencies.

The Schedule of Poll for Phase 4 is as follows :

No. & Name of Parliamentary Constituency

Voting Date & Timing

10 - Baharampur, 12 - Krishnanagar,
13 - Ranaghat (SC), 38 - Bardhaman
Purba (SC), 39 - Bardhaman
Durgapur, 40 - Asansol,

41 - Bolpur (SC), 42 - Birbhum

13*"May, 2024 (Monday)
7a.m.-6p.m.

Under instructions of Election Commission of India, all the electors shall produce Electoral Photo Identity
Card (EPIC) for the identifications. If any elector is unable to show the EPIC, any one of the 12 identification
0 aphs mentioned below shall be shown for identification.

Alternative Photo Identity Documents

imanite with nhetoesr
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I. Aadhar card 2. MNREGA Job Card 3. Passbooks with photograph

issued by Bank / Post Office 4. Health Insurance Smart Card issued
under the scheme of Ministry of Labour 5. Driving license 6. PAN Card
7. Smart Card issued by RGI under NPR 8. Indian Passport
9. Pension Document with photograph

10. Service Identity Cards with photograph
issued to employees by Central/ State Govt/

Public Limited Companies 11. Official
Identity Cards issued to MPs/MLAs/MLCs
12. Unique Disability ID (UDID) card,
M/o Social Justice and Empowerment,

Voter Helpline

®1950

Government of India
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Lalu Yadav was in jail and hence he doesn't remember that work is going
on to restart 14 su%z[r mills b% the Modi government that were closed... This
is the effect of PM Modi and CM Nitish Kumar.
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Fourthphase:T'ganagoestopolis
for17seats, 525 candidatesinfray

Pollingwillalso be held forthe by-election to the Secunderabad Cantonment Assembly constituency

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, 12 MAY

little over 3.17 crore
voters are eligible to
cast their votes in
Telangana as the stage

is set for the polling in all 17
Lok Sabha constituencies on
May 13.

The Election Commission
has made elaborate arrange-
ments for the peaceful and
smooth conduct of the elec-
tions.

Pollingwill also be held for
the by-election of the Secun-
derabad Cantonment Assem-
bly constituency in Hyder-
abad.

Atotal 0f3,17,17,389 vot-
ers are eligible to exercise
their franchise across the
state. They comprise
1,58,71,493 men, 1,58,43,339
women and 2,557 third gen-
der.

As per the Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) Vikas Raj, 20,163
voters have availed the facil-
ity of home voting. More than
1.88 lakh employees on poll
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duty have used postal ballot
voting.

Atotal 0f 35,809 polling sta-
tions have been set up across
the state.

After collecting the polling
material from distribution
centres, the staff will reach their
respective polling stations by
Sunday evening.

A total of 2. 94 lakh per-
sonnel including nearly a
lakh security personnel will
be on poll duty.

As many as 525 candi-
dates are in the fray for all Lok
Sabha seatsin the state, which

YouTuber‘Savukku’Shankar
detained under GoondasAct

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 12 MAY

The Greater Chennai Police
in Tamil Nadu has invoked the
GoondaActagainst the YouTu-
ber ‘Savakku’ Shankar, an
official said on Sunday.

Chennai Police, in a state-
ment, said that detention
orders under the Goonda
Act have been served to
Shankarwhoisin judicial cus-
todyin the Coimbatore Cen-
tral Prison.

The detention order was
served to him at the Coim-
batore Central Prison by the
Inspector, Cyber CrimeWing,
Central Crime Branch, Chen-
nai. The Greater Chennai
City Police Commissioner
Sandeep Rai Rathore ordered
the detention of
‘Savakku’Shankar under the
GoondasAct.“There are seven
cases registered against
Shankar in the CCB/Cyber
Crime PS of the Greater Chen-

Shankar, a popular
YouTuber and
whistleblower, is in
judicial custody in a
case related to mak-
ing improper com-
ments about women
police officers

nai Police (GCP) out of which
three cases are under inves-
tigation. Charge sheetshave
been filed in two cases and
two cases are under trial,” the
police said.Shankaris a pop-
ular YouTuber and whistle-
blower and has brought out
several social issues before the
public.

Heisunderjudicial custody
in a case related to making
improper comments against
women police officers during
an interview with another
YouTuber Felix Gerald. Both
Shankar and Gerald are now
in judicial custody.
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is witnessing a three-cor-
nered contest among ruling
Congress and opposition BRS
and BJP.

Secunderabad con-
stituency has a maximum
number of candidates at 45.
Atotal of44 candidates arein
the fray in Medak, followed by
43in Chevellaand42 eachin
Peddapalle (SC) and Waran-
gal (SC) constituencies. There
are only 12 candidates in the
Adilabad (ST) constituency.

Union minister and state
BJP President G. Kishan Reddy
is seeking re-election from

Secunderabad. BJP National
General Secretary and sitting
MP from Karimnagar, Bandi
Sanjay Kumar is contesting
again from the same seat.
BJP national Vice President D.
K. Aruna is in the fray from
Mahabubnagar.

AIMIM President Asadud-
din Owaisiis seeking re-elec-
tion for a fifth consecutive term
from Hyderabad.

Inthe 2019 elections, BRS
had won nine seats while BJP
had bagged four seats. Con-
gress could win three seats
while AIMIM had retained the
lone seat.

Polling will be held from
7a.m.to6p.m.in 106 Assem-
bly segments. The polling
hours were earlier fixed at 7
a.m. to 5 p.m. Following rep-
resentations made by the
political parties and consid-
ering the heat wave conditions,
the Election Commission on
May 1 announced the deci-
sionto extend itby one hour.

However, in 13 Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) affected
segments under five Lob

Sabha constituencies the
polling will conclude at 4
p.m.

Telanganahadrecorded a
turnout of 71.34 per cent
during the Assembly elec-
tions held in November 2023.

Inthe 2018 Assembly elec-
tions, 73.73 per cent of vot-
ers had cast their votes. How-
ever, in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, the turnoutdropped to
62.11 per cent.

As part of the massive
security arrangements for
the polling, 160 companies of
central forces have been
deployed.

The CEO said 72,000 per-
sonnel from Telangana, 20,000
personnel drawn from the
neighbouring states and 4, 000
personnel of other uniformed
services will be deployed.

Sharing details of Elec-
tronic Voting Machines
(EVMs), hesaid 1,05,019 Bal-
loting Units (Bus) have been
arranged. A total 0f 44,569 con-
trol units (CUs) and 48,134
VVPATs have also been
deployed.

a
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AIMIM chief Owaisi bats for Congress
in Telangana Lok Sabha elections

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 12 MAY

Batting for Congress candi-
dates in Telangana, AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi
reminded the minority vot-
ers that thiswasnotan elec-
tion for ' Mamu’ (KCR) butone
to get rid of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Reports from the ground
suggest that the minority
votes in Telangana have con-
solidated in favour of Con-
gress in the past few days.
Although the candidate for
the Hyderabad parliamen-
tary seat did not mention
Congress specifically, he gave
a broad hint to the people in
his last speech to ensure that
his message percolates down
to the grassroots level.

In earlier elections, includ-
ingthelast Assembly elections,
Owaisi said that the minori-
tiesmustvote for “Mamu” (for-
mer chief minister and BRS
supremo K Chandrashekar
Rao) in the constituencies
where the AIMIM does nothave
a candidate.

Congress has always
accused Owaisi of being the
‘B’ team of BJP. However, his
relations with Congress

=\

improved after the grand old
party came to power in Telan-
gana and made overtures by
addressing civicissuesin the
AIMIM bastion—-the Old City
area. “This Parliament election
is not for Mamu (KCR) but is
to defeat Modi. If you are not
able to understand even this,
then I say this more clearly
ensure the fat man’s (Danam
Nagender) victory in Secun-
derabad, in Nizamabad vote
for the one who has more
grey hair (Jeevan Reddy), and
in Chevella (Ranjith Reddy) vote
for the thin one. Do you get
it? In Hyderabad, there is the
kite (AIMIM) and in Telangana
wipe out the BJP. In Mahabub-
nagar particularly, Chevella,
Secunderabad, Malkajgiri,
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and
Adilabad all the leaders of
MIM and people of those

areas please pay attention to
my words.”

Owaisi made a special
mention of Mahabubnagar, a
constituency where Congress
candidate ChallaVamsi Chand
Reddyislockedinafierce bat-
tlewith DK Aruna of BJP. Since
Mahabubnagar is the home
district of Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, ithasbecome
a prestige seat along with
neighbouring Chevella. The
state has nearly 14 per cent
minority voters which split
between the BRS and Congress
in the last election.

BRS complains against
Congress: Meanwhile, the
BRS complained to the ECI after
photographsand videos of the
chief minister wearing an
“INDIA” jersey and playing
football at Hyderabad Central
University did the rounds on
social media platforms.

The KCR party called it a
violation of the Model Code
of Conduct (MCC) duringthe
silent period before the day
of polling. They also took
umbrage at the chief minis-
ter, who as the PCC president
livestreamed Priyanka Gand-
hi‘s rally through his social
media handles.

Evenly poised battie in Andhra Pradesh

ANINDITA CHOWDHURY
HYDERABAD, 12 MAY

Andhra Pradesh’s ruling party
YSR Congress and the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance (NDA)
arelocked in aneck-to-neck
battle in the simultaneous

elections to the state Assem-
bly and Lok Sabha sched-

uled on 13 May.

Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party (YSRCP) is
facinganti-incumbency and
a stiff challenge from the
TDP-JSP-BJP alliance in 175
Assembly segments and 25

Lok Sabha constituencies.

Jagan Mohan Reddy-led
YSRCP, which had wrested
power from Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) in 2019 with a
landslide majority, is bank-
ing on welfare schemes while
theallianceled by TDP ran the
campaign with the slogan to
save Andhra Pradesh from

‘destructive’ rule of YSRCP.

This is the third election
after the bifurcation of unit-

ed Andhra Pradesh and it
will be interesting to see
whether this will set the trend
of voting out incumbent.

The tripartite alliance
appears to have bolstered
the prospects of the opposi-
tion. After biting the dust in
previous elections, the TDP,
Jana Sena Party (JSP) led by
actor-politician Pawan Kalyan
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) have come together
again to take on YSRCP.

ForTDP supremo N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, who turned
74 last month, this electoral
battleis crucial for the future
ofhis party. Eying another term
as the Chief Minister, the
senior politician did not hes-
itate to join hands with his
friend-turned-foe BJP.

It was Pawan Kalyan who
took theinitiative to forge an
alliance with the TDP latelast
year when Naidu was arrest-
ed and jailed in a corruption
case. The actor later con-
vinced the BJP to join hands

ECordersactionagainst Nandyal SP following Allu Arjunepisode

AGENCIES
AMARAVATI, 12 MAY

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has ordered
action against the Superin-
tendent of Police Raghu-
veer Reddy in Andhra
Pradesh's Nandyal for fail-
ing to implement the elec-
tion code of conduct.

The poll panel had asked
Andhra Pradesh Director
General of Police to file
charges against the SP.

It also ordered a depart-
mental inquiry against the
SP, SDPO Ravindernath
Reddy, and CI Raja Reddy.

The police chiefhas been
asked to inform the ECI
about the action taken
against the three officials.

The poll panel took seri-
ous note of Saturday’s inci-
dent, where actor Allu Arjun
visited Nandyal without
obtaining permission from
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the authorities concerned.

Alarge number of fans of
the actor gathered to see
him. The police failed to
control the crowd despite
Section 144 being in force.

The police on Saturday
registered a case against
Allu Arjun and Nandyal MLA
and YSR Congress candi-
date Silpa Ravi.

The actor of "Pushpa"
fame visited the house of the

MLA and his friend to lend
support in the elections
scheduled on May 13.

After someone com-
plained to the Election Com-
mission, the police swung
into action and registered a
case under section 188 (Dis-
obedience to order duly
promulgated by a public
servant) of the Indian Penal
Code.

Allu Arjun visited the

MLA’s house to show his
supporton the last day of the
campaigning. On learning
abouthis visit, alarge num-
ber of his fans gathered out-
side the MLA’'s house to see
him. The actor appeared on
the balcony with the MLA
and his family members and
waved at the huge crowd
gathered outside.

Silpa Ravi, whose real
name is Singareddy
Ravichandra Kishore Reddy
isseekingre-election as the
candidate of the ruling YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) in
the May 13 elections.

Allu Arjun, in a social
media post, thanked the
people of Nandyal for the
warm reception. He also
thanked Silpa Ravi for the
hospitality. "Wishing you
the very bestin the elections
and beyond. You have my
unwavering love and sup-
port," he posted on X.

with them to avoid a split of
anti-incumbency votes. Hes-
itant to trust Naidu once
again, the BJP joined the
alliance at the last minute.

Among the NDA part-
ners, TDP is contesting a
majority of Assembly and
Lok Sabha seats. Out of 175
Assembly seats, it has left 21
seats for Jana Sena and 10 for
BJP. Naidu has also allotted two
Lok Sabhaseatsto the Jana Sena
and six to the BJP.

Though the Congress, which
drew a blank in the 2014 and
2019 elections, is trying to
revive its fortunes by naming
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s sisterY.
S. Sharmila as the state party
chief, itisnotlikely toyield any
major gains for the party. Polit-
ical analysts say the partymay
marginally improve its vote
share and cutinto YSRCP votes
in the few constituencies.

The Congress has also left
16 Assembly seats and two Lok

Sabhaseats foritsallies CPIand
CPM.

Sharmila, who fell out with
her brother when he ignored
her after becoming the Chief
Minister in 2019, caused him
embarrassmentbyjoining the
Congress.

The YSR family suffered a
vertical splitinits stronghold
Kadapa district with Sharmi-
laentering the fray from Kada-
paLokSabhaseats againsther
cousin and YSRCP candidate
Y.S. Avinash Reddy, who is seek-
ingre-election for a third con-
secutive term.

Sharmila questioned Jagan's
move to field Avinash Reddy
once again despite the CBI
naming an accused in the
murder of their uncle Y. S.
Vivekananda Reddy.

The former minister was
murdered at his house in
Pulivendula in Kadapa dis-
trict a few days before the
2019 elections and the sensa-
tional case has seen many
twists and turns during the last

five years.

Vivekananda Reddy'’s
daughter Sunitha Reddy, who
hasbeen fighting forjusticein
the case, extended full support
to Sharmila. They made an
appeal to people to defeat
Jagan Mohan Reddy and his
partyforshielding the murder
accused.

Jagan blamed Naidu for
using his sisters for his con-
spiracy against him. The two
women, however, rubbished
the allegation.

Jagan also tried to gain
public sympathybyaccusing
the opposition parties of gang-
ing up as they were unable to
face him alone.

“Jagan Anna is like a lion,
hewill come alone, and he will
comeroaring,” he declared at
an election rally.

He also cautioned people
that if Naidu came back, he
would stop all the welfare
schemes implemented by
YSRCP during the last five
years.

TN Police soft-peddling honour killing case: Dalitactivists

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 12 MAY

Activists and relatives of a
Dalit youth who was alleged-
ly killed for marrying an
intermediate caste girl have
charged the Pallikaranai Police
of Tamil Nadu of soft-ped-
dling the murder case.

Praveen (26), a Dalit
mechanic and a resident of
Ambedkar Street in Pallikaranai,
Chennai was in a relation-
ship with Sharmila (22) who
was from an Other Backward
Class (OBC) community and
hailing from Jalladianpettai.

After the family of Sharmi-
la opposed their marriage,
theygot married in December
and Praveen broughther to his
home.

On February 23, 2024,
Sharmila’s brother Dinesh and

four of his accomplices way-
laid Praveen and hacked him
to death using sharp weapons.

RMPleader KSHariharan’s sexist remark against KK
Shailaja, Manju Warrier triggerspoliticalrowin Kerala

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
12 MAY

Revolutionary Marxist Party
(RMP) leader KS Hariharan
(photo) has courted con-
troversy after making a
derogatory statement against
CPI-M leader and LDF
Vatakara Lok Sabha candi-
date KK Shailaja while com-
menting on the alleged mor-
phed video of the LDF
Vadakara candidate.

Refuting allegations that
the UDF had spread the
alleged morphed pornvideo
of KK Shailaja, also called
ShailajaTeacher, Hariharan
at a United Democratic
Front (UDF) function in
Vatakara on Saturday asked
"Who will make “porn videos
of the teacher?”.

"Will someone make a
pornvideo of the teacher? It
would be understandable
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if it was Manju Warrier's
pornvideo," said Hariharan
while addressing an event
inaugurated by opposition
leader VD Satheesan in
Vatakara on Saturday.

By his blatant sexist
remarks, the leader of the
RMP, whichis a constituent
in the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) in
the state, has not only insult-
ed one woman but two --
Shailaja Teacher and actor
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Manju Warrier.

After the incident sparked
much outrage and criticism,
Hariharan later issued an
apology through his Face-
book account. “It was point-
ed out to me by friends and
journalists that I made an
inappropriate comment in
aspeechinVadakara today.
I sincerely apologise for
making the inappropriate
statement.”

Vadakara MLA and RMP

leader KK Rama publicly
rejected Hariharan's anti-
women remarks. Rama told
the media that Hariharan's
remarks were inappropri-
ate.

"Such remarks or a sin-
gle word against women
should not come from any-
one. It is something we are
constantly discussing about.
But we still see many peo-
ple continue to make such
remarks. These kinds of
remarks are very painful in
a progressive society," said
Rama. Opposition leader
VD Satheesan had said that
the UDF doesnotacceptKS
Hariharan's controversial
statement. The misogynist
remarks should not come
from anyone.

Political leaders should
always set an example for oth-
ers while speaking in pub-
lic, he said.

“You can express politi-

CM

cal disagreement with
women, but cannot abuse
them personally," said Shafi
Parambil MLA, the UDF can-
didate in Vatakara.

Meanwhile, the DYFI, the
youth wing of the CPI-M,
approached the state police
chief seeking to register a case
against Hariharan for his
misogynist remarks.

During the Lok Sabha
poll campaign in April, Shaila-
ja teacher alleged that the
Congress was resorting to
personal attacks against her
and spreading misinforma-
tion online.

She also lodged a com-
plaint with the Election
Commission of India against
Vadakara Congress candidate
Shafi Parambil. She alleged
that her morphed pictures
were posted on an Insta-
gram page titled ‘Ente Vad-
kara KLL18’, which contains
posts supporting Congress.

K

Pallikaranai Police registered
the case and arrested Dinesh
(24) and his accomplices Sri-
ram (18), Jothilingam (25),
Vishnuraj (24) and Stephan (24).

Sharmila attempted suicide
onApril 14,2024 and on April
22 she succumbed to death.

Dalitactivist K.R. Murugan
while talking to IANS said that
Pallikaranai Police is soft-ped-
dling over the case.

“We suspect a deliberate

attemptbythe police to delay
the chargesheet so that the
accused gets statutory bail if
the chargesheetis notfiled after
90 days,” Murugan said.
Murugan said that the
police are delaying filing the
chargesheet as the father of
Sharmila, Durai Kumarwas a
DMK functionary and that
the ruling party was putting
pressure on the police.
However, DMK State Organ-

ising Secretary R.S. Bharathi
toldIANS thatno partyleader
had intervened in the probe
and added that stringentaction
must be taken in the case
without considering any polit-
ical affiliations.

ChennaiDalitactivist U.V.
Krishnaveni told IANS that
Sharmila demanded the arrest
of her parents and another
brother which the Police did
not accept it and her suicide
attempt and her subsequent
deathwere dueto theinaction
of the police. She demanded
stringentaction without falling
to pressure from the ruling party
leadership. G. Chithra, the
mother of Praveen, filed a
complaint with the Tam-
baram Police Commission-
er stating that her daughter-
in-law had committed sui-
cide after the police failed to
take action against her par-
ents as well as her elder
brother.

‘Forest coverincreased consistently overlast 15yrs’

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

India's forest cover saw a
consistent increase over the
last 15 years, Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forestand Climate
Change (MoEFCC) said at
therecently concluded Unit-
ed Nations Forum on Forests
(UNFF) in the US.

Telangana police seize over
Rs 99 lakh cash from car:
Ahead of polling for the
Lok Sabha polls on Monday,
Telangana police seized Rs
99.94 cash which was being
transported in two travel
bags in a car, police said. On
Sunday morning, police got
a tip-off about illegal trans-
portation of money in a
car. The cash being carried
in two travel bags was
recovered from the car.
The police team detected
the car at Godhu Thanda in
Kusumanchi police station
limits. An1

AnIndian delegation, led
by Jitendra Kumar, Director
General of Forests and Spe-
cial Secretary, MoEFCC, par-
ticipated in the 19th Session
of the UNFE held at the UN
Headquarters in New York
from May 6 to May 10.

The delegation apprised
the UNFF that the consistent
increase in forest cover was

due to the "country's sig-
nificant advancements in
forest conservation and sus-
tainable forest manage-
ment," the MoEFCC said on
Sunday.

"Globally, India ranks
third in the net gain, in aver-
age annual forest area,
between 2010 and 2020," it
added.

Revised Composition of Asansol-Khatipura-

Asansol Summer Special train for one trip
Due 1o operational reason, 03509/03510 Asansol-Khatipura-
Asansol Summer Special train will run by following revised
composition (ICF Rake) for one trip on the dates mentioned
below : 03509 Asansol-Khatipura Summer Special (JCO
14.05.2024, Tuesday) and 03510 Khatipura-Asansol
Summer Special (JCO 15.05.2024, Wednesday) will run by
revised composition. « Revised composition for one trip only :
AC 1st-cum-AC 2-tier - 2, AC 2-tier - 3, AC 3-tier - 12,
Sleeper - 5§ & SLRD - 2 = 24 coaches. » On and from
21.05.2024, the train will run with the same composition (LHB
rake) as notiied earller. All other instructions will remain same

Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

Follow us at : B @EasternRailway ) @easternrailwayheadquarter
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Retired postal department
employee ends life in park:
A retired clerk from the
government's postal depart-
ment allegedly committed
suicide by shooting himself
with a licensed double-barrel
gun in a park in the Rajajipu-
ram locality here. He died on
the spot due to excessive
bleeding. The man, identi-
fied as Lakshmi Narayan
Trivedi, 61, had retired from
the post of clerk in the Indi-
an postal department six
months ago. His son Shiva
said that he had been suf-
fering from depression for
the last few months. IANS
Former student leader shot
at in UP's Ballia: A former stu-
dent leader in Uttar
Pradesh's Ballia was shot at
and grievously injured when
some unidentified youth
opened fire at him, the police
said. The victim was taken to
the hospital by the police and
later referred to Varanasi for
advanced treatment. The
incident took place near
Patkhauli village of Sukhpura
police station, when Shiprant
Singh Gautam, was returning
home on his motorbike. The
condition of the injured is
stable and the accused will
be arrested soon. IANS

SP SHARMA
JAMMU, 12 MAY

eing perhaps the first
Lok Sabha election
after three decades
without a poll boy-
cott call from Pakistan backed
terrorists and separatists,
all eyes are set on the voter
turnout on Monday when
polling for the sensitive Sri-
nagar parliamentary con-
stituency will be held.

Of the three Lok Sabha
constituencies in the Kashmir
valley, Srinagar is the first to
go to polls during the fourth
phase of the election.

Like other parliamentary
constituencies in the valley, Sri-
nagar recorded low voting
percentage in the past few
elections dueto terror threats
against participatingin the elec-
toral process. However, this time
the scenario seems a bit
changed as enthusiasm is
beingwitnessed in the down-
town Srinagar where not a
single vote was cast in 70
boothsin thelast parliamen-

I request everyone to parti
phase also and to elect the

tary election in 2019 when
the total voter turnout in the
constituencywas 14.43 per cent
and that too under a heavy
deployment of paramilitary
forces. The byelection for the
Srinagar constituencyin2017
recorded a dismal 7.12 per
cent voting. The polling per-
centagein 2004 was 18.57 per
centthatgraduallyimproved
to 25.55 per cent in 2009 and
25.86 per cent in 2014.

The Election Commission
istaking several steps to moti-
vate voters to come out in
large numbers to exercise their
right to franchise. Leadership
of the regional parties, par-

Fourth and last phase voting
in 8 LS seats in MIP today

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 12 MAY

Voting would be held from
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the last
eight remaining Lok Sabha
seats of Madhya Pradesh in
the fourth phase of the gen-
eral elections on 13 May.

This would be the last
phase of polls in Madhya
Pradesh.

MP Chief Electoral Offi-
cer Anupam Rajan told media
persons today that 18,007
voting booths have been set
up in the eight constituen-
cies. Of these, women would
officiate 2,001 booths and
specially-abled persons
would operate 66 polling
booths.

The eight seats include
Indore, Khandwa, Mand-
saur, Dewas (SC), Ujjain

(SC), Dhar (ST), Ratlam (ST)
and Khargone (ST). They
are spread across 16 dis-
tricts and 64 state assembly
constituencies mostly in the
Malwa-Nimar region of MP.

More than 1.62 crore vot-
erswould decide the fate of
74 candidates in the fray
on the eight seats. Indore has
the maximum number of
candidates at 14 while Khar-
gone has the least number
atb.

Indore is also the con-
stituency with the highest

number of voters, which is
more than 25.26 lakh. How-
ever, Indore is the smallest
constituency amongst the
eight, in terms of area.

Ujjain has the least num-
ber of voters that is around
18 lakh. Khandwa con-
stituency is spread across the
largest area in the eight
seats.

The opposition Congress
isurgingvotersin the Indore
Lok Sabha constituency to
create a record of sorts by
casting their votes on the
‘None of the Above’ (NOTA)
option, consequent to the
party’s official candidate

Akshay Kanti Bamb with-

drawing his nomination and

joining the BJP a few days ago.

Bamb’s move has left the
Congress with no candidate
on the seat.

overnment of India,

C doate in this 'Maha Yaéfya of democracy in the fourth
0 mdke the country a developed
" India, to protect the borders of the country .to make the country the'third superpower.

UTTARAKHAND CHIEF MINISTER PUSHKAR SINGH DHAMI

WHILE CAMPAIGNING FOR THE ONGOING LOK SABHA ELECTIONS IN UP’S LUCKNOW

Srinagar Lok Sabhapolls:
Alleyesonvoterturnout

Srinagaristhefirstof three LSsegmentstogotopollsinthe Kashmirvalley

ticularly the National Con-
ference (NC) and Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) have
during their election cam-
paign also asked the people to
come out to vote and send a
message to Delhi againstabro-
gation of Article 370. Thisis the
firstmajor election after abro-
gation of the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir and split-
ting the state into two union
territories. The key contest is
between Aga Syed Ruhullah
Mehdi of NC and the youth
leader of PDP Waheed-ur-
Rehman Parrain Srinagar that
hasbeenrepresented by three
generations of the Abdullah

family. Aga Ruhullah is a well
known Shia cleric and is a
former MLA of Budgam and
also a cabinet minister. He is
grandson of Aga Syed Mustafa,
who was a respected Shia
leader. Dr FarooqAbdullah, NC
chief who presently repre-
sents the constituency, has
putin his strength to campaign
for Ruhullah. On the other
hand, Parra has made efforts
to connect with the youth in
the constituency. He was arrest-
ed by NIA on 25 November 2020
on the charges of terror links.
He was re-arrested by J&K
Police after he received bail from
the special NIA court. Hewon
the district development coun-
cil election in 2020 from Pul-
wama while being in jail. He
was later released on bail by
the High Court. PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti also cam-
paigned for Parra.

The recent delimitation
of constituencies saw the
assembly segments in the Sri-
nagar Lok Sabha seat getting
increased to 18 from the
earlier 15.

SCtohear ex-CM Hemant
Soren’spleaagainst ED arrest

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

The Supreme Courtis slated
to hear on Monday the spe-
cialleave petition filed by for-
mer Jharkhand Chief Min-
ister Hemant Soren chal-
lenging the dismissal of his

writ petition by the Jharkhand
High Court againsthis arrest
in connection with amoney

laundering case linked to
an alleged land scam.

As per the causelist pub-
lished on the website of the
apex court, a bench of Jus-

tices Sanjiv Khanna and
Dipankar Datta will hear
the matter on 13 May, as per

reports.
Itmayberecalled that the

same Bench ordered Delhi

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal to be released on inter-

im bail in the excise policy

case till June 1.

On Friday, the top court
disposed of a separate plea
filed by Soren seeking his
release in view of the elec-
tions.

It said that the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM) leader’s
prayer has become infruc-
tuous in view of the May 3
order passed by the Jhark-
hand High Court dismissing
his plea against arrest, as per
reports.

Earlier, the Supreme Court
had issued a notice to the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Soren’s plea seeking
interim bail on the ground
of delay in delivery of judg-
ment by the Jharkhand High
Court despite reserving an
order on his petition chal-
lenging ED arrestin the last
week of February, as per
reports.

ShashiTharoor detends Kejriwal’sremarks on PM Modi’sage

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

Congress leader Shashi Tha-
roor came to Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal's defence
on Sunday after the latter's
remarks on Prime Minister
NarendraModi's age stirred a
TOW.

Defending ally partner's
remarks, the Congressleader,
while addressing a press con-
ference in Maharashtra's Mum-
bai on Sunday;, said that Kejri-
walis "right to point this con-
tradiction out."

Tharoor claimed that there
isnoneed towait till September
2025 but a change of Prime
Minister will happen in June
2024 refering to the counting
day of Lok Sabha elections.

"We saw two statementsone
after the other, oneis Amit Shah
saying PM Modi insists that
everyone should step down at
75, then the next day we saw
Amit Shah saying PM Modi will
continue till 2029. So, journalists
should ask Amit Shah which

one is right. Kejriwal is right
to point this contradiction
out," Tharoor said.

"IfPM Modi turns 75in Sep-
tember 2025, accordingto his
official records, on September
2025 are we going to see a
change of Prime Minister or
will there be an exception for
one man? Butin any case, we
don'thave towait till September
2025, therewould be achange
of PMinJune 2024," the Con-
gress leader said.

Earlier on Saturday, Kejri-
wal, while addressing his first
press conference after get-
ting interim bail from the

Supreme Courtin Delhi excise
policy case, said, "These peo-
ple ask the INDIA alliance
who will be their Prime Min-
ister.Iask the BJP: whowill be
your Prime Minister? PM Modi
isturning 75, on September 17.
Hemadearulethatleadersin
the partywould retire after 75
years."

Referingto BJP veteranswho
retired from office of Prime Min-
ister at the age of 75, Kejriw-
al said, "LK Advani, Murli
Manohar Joshi, Sumitra Maha-
jan, and Yashwant Sinha were
retired and now PM Modi is
going to retire on 17th Sep-

tember. If their governmentis
formed, theywill first dispose
of Yogi Adityanath and then
make Amit Shah the Prime
Minister of the country. PM
Modiis asking for votes for Amit
Shah. Will Amit Shah fulfil
Modi's guarantee?"
Addressing the press con-
ference, Tharoor also expressed
confidencein seeinga "wave
of change" in the country as
he called the ongoingelections
"very important."
"Everybody has to be given
an equal opportunity in the
countryandI'mhere to say that
we stand for a very different
conception of India, very dif-
ferentidea of India from what
the BJP represents and thats
why this election is veryimpor-
tant. Seeing the first three
phases, it looks like there is a
wave of change," Tharoor said.
The Congress leader also
emphasised on the party's
alliance in Maharashtra
upholding the unity as he
expressed confidence of form-
ingacoalition governmenton

June 4.

"I'm very happy that we
have two strong allys. Our
allysare therewith us. Theyare
standing by us.

They are standing along
with us. And its because they
see mutual respect. In BJP's
NDA thereis no mutual respect
and that's why embarassing-
lyand almosthumiliatingly Mr
Modi went after the Akali Dal
and the BJD. Both the parties
spurned him and said no we
prefer to contest on our own.
thatsbecause they have seen
the excperience of what it is
like to work with the BJP.
whereas we believe that the par-
ties thatwe have shown respect
to they will show us respect
when the time comes to form
the coalition government of
India after the 4th of June," he
said.

Tharoor also took a dig at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and said that thelatterisrun-
ning a "parliamentary sys-
tem presidentially" ashe called
it "worst of both worlds."
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Parties fearriggingaspolice ‘detain’
workersoneve of pollsin Srinagar

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 12 MAY

Adayahead of polling for the
Srinagar Lok Sabha seat, the
National Conference (NC),
PDP, Apni Party, and Peoples
Conference (PC) accused the
police ofhavingunleashed an
atmosphere of fear by detain-
ing their party activists and
expressed fear of rigging the
elections.

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
and NC candidate Aga Syed
Ruhullah Mehdihave written
letters to the Election Com-
mission seekingits interven-
tion for maintaining integri-
tyand impartiality of the dem-
ocratic process. Ruhullah also
named some of the NCactivists
detained by the police.

The Apni Partyled by Altaf

Bukhariand the Peoples Con-
ference of former separatist
Sajad Lone have been labelled
as “B-teams of BJP” by the NC
and PDP.

Both parties. Both parties
have also voiced concerns

regarding the detention of

their members.

Mehbooba wrote to the
ECI that “the situation has
escalated to a point where
the security establishment is

instilling a climate of fear in
areas slated for election on May
13.Thisappearstobeadirect
result of public threats made
by the Apni Party which has
openly called for the arrest of
PDP supporters”.

“Itisdistressing to witness
history repeating itself, rem-
iniscent of the 1987 rigged elec-
tions that caused immense suf-
fering and political disillu-
sionment in the region. The
blatant efforts to marginalise
the PDB whichrepresents the
aspirations of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, only
serve to deepen wounds and
erode trust in democratic
institutions”, she wrote.

The PDP candidate for Sri-
nagar, Waheed Para, tagging
the Election Commission, the

PMO and the Home Minister,
alleged on X: "A senior police
officer was directing officials
to minimise voter turnout by
detaining and harassing our
workers."

Apni Party president Altaf
Bukhari expressed serious
concerns over the arrest spree
of party workers and agents
ahead of polling and termed
itablatantattempt to manip-
ulate elections. He appealed
to Lt Governor Manoj Sinha
to intervene in the matter
and pave the way for free and
fair elections so that democ-
racy flourishes in the region.

Speaking to media per-
sons in Srinagar, Bukhari
accused the NC and PDP of
being hand in glove with the
administration to harass work-
ersand polling agents of rival
political parties.

He said the NC and PDP
have deep connectionsin the
administration who on the
behest of influential officials
are curtailing the level play-
ing field to other parties.

PCleader Sajad Lone, who
is contesting the election in
Baramulla, endorsed Bukhari
and said party workers are
being picked up on flimsy
grounds.

PM Modi doing roadshow after BJP’s dismal
performancein first 3phasesinBihar: Lalu

AGENCIES
PATNA, 12 MAY

Ahead of the roadshow of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Patna, RJD chiefLalu Prasad
Yadav took a dig at him and
said thatheisdoingtheroad-
show after BJP’s dismal per-
formance in the first three
phases of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Bihar.

He further said that what
benefit Biharwill get from the
PM's roadshow.

“Thepeople of Bihar are not
fools. They know very well
that even after taking 39 MPs
out of 40 MPs, they devel-
oped Gujaratinstead of Bihar.
All the investments were taken
to Gujarat despite Bihar hav-
ing been with NDA for along
time. These people come to visit
Bihar after five years,” Yadav
said ina poston his social media

platform X.

“Biharhasbrought themon
the street after the first three
phases of election and it will
make them to roam in lanes
in the remaining four phases
ofthe Lok Sabha elections,” he
said.

“He (PM Narendra Modi)
hadsaidin2014 thathe would
openasugar milland drink tea
made of sugar that is pro-
duced from thismill. 10 years
have gone by, whathappened
to your promise? He failed to

open asmall sugar millin the
state as per his promise. He has
notbeen able to fulfileven an
iota of his big promisesin the
last 10 years,” Yadav said.

“He did not give central uni-
versity status to the 100-year-
old historic Patna University
despite the chief minister of
his own ally pleading before
him from the stage,” he said.

PM Narendra Modiwillbe
holding a roadshow in Patna
laterin the day. Security agen-
cies have made elaborate
arrangements on the route of
the roadshow.

Starting from Patna’s Dak
Bungalow Chowk, passing
through SPVermaRoad, Exhi-
bition Road, Uma Cinema
Hall, Kadam Kuan, Sahitya
Sammelan Bhawan, Thakur-
bari Road and Bakarganj, the
roadshow will culminate at
Udyog Bhawan.

56-inch chest not mustered courage toaccept
invitation to public debate: Jairam Ramesh

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

Congress General Secretary
Jairam Ramesh took a hit on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday for not accepting
the invitation to a public
debate requested by two for-
mer judges and a senior jour-
nalist through a letter sent to
both the Prime Minister and
Congressleader Rahul Gand-
hi.

Taking to his social media
handle, Jairam Ramesh post-
edonX, "Day 1 of Rahul Gand-
hi's letter accepting an invi-
tation to debate the Prime
Minister. The 56-inch chest
has not yet mustered the
courage to accept the invi-
tation."

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi accepted the invita-
tion to the public debate with
Prime Minister Modi on Sat-
urday.

Former Judges Madan B
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Lokur, Ajit P Shah, and sen-
ior journalist N Ram wrote a
letter inviting Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modiand Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi for
a public debate on the Lok
Sabha Election.

The debate would give a
proper response to the alle-
gations and challenges that
either side had putup against
each other.

Replyingto the invitation,
Rahul said on X that such a

debate "would be a positive
initiative for the major par-
ties to present their vision to
the country from one platform
for a healthy democracy".

"Congress welcomes this
initiative and accepts the
invitation for discussion. The
country also expects the
Prime Minister to take partin
this dialogue," he said.

In their letter to the lead-
ers, the former judges and
journalists said thatit would
be greatif the publiclistened
to their responses and this is
the reason a public debate
would set a great precedent,
not just by educating the
public butalso by projecting
the trueimage of a healthy and
vibrant democracy.

Madan B Lokuris aformer
judge of the Supreme Court,
while AP Shah is a former chief
justice of the Delhi High Court.
NRamisaseniorjournalistand
the former editor-in-chief of
The Hindu.

Futureof Varun Gandhiwill bedecided after elections, says Menaka Gandhi

MANOJ BHADRA
SULTANPUR, 12 MAY

With the slogan of ‘ Ekla
Chalo’ versatile BJP leader and
candidate from Sultanpur,
Maneka Gandhi, an eighth-
time MP, has gone full throt-
tle in her campaign to be
elected once more from the
constituency that goes to
the polls on 25 May.

The ‘Choti Bahu’ of the
Gandhi family is leaving no
stone unturned to reach
every corner of her con-
stituency and make direct
contact with the voters. Every
day, she addresses more than
20 small meetings from 10 in
the morning to 8 at night.

Though she herself admit-
ted that, at the age of around
70, it is very hard to go for
such along haul of meetings,
the workers want her to
reach everywhere, which
she cannot ignore.

Maneka is contesting from
Sultanpur for the second
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time after winning Pilibhit
seatforarecord 6 times and
once each from Aonla and
Sultanpur seats.

When The Stateman went
tomeetheratherresidence
in Sultanpur City at 8 in the
morning, she was surrounded
by more than 100 people
who had come with their
problems. Adverse to the
politicians of these days,
Menaka, commonly called'-
Mataji'’ by her voters, does
not like anyone touching
her feet.

Butshe obliges everyone
to take photos with her and
even give her a visiting card.
Later, speaking across the
breakfast table, she talked
about her campaigning,
political thinking, and a few
personal matters.

Excerpts from the inter-
view:

Q: It has been heard that
you prefer to campaign alone
in the elections and don't seek
any assistance from the other

senior leaders of the party.
A:Itismy habit thatI don’t
seek any help from the party
butrely on my own strength
and that of myworkers. [ am
very systematic in the cam-
paign and make plans so
that I can visit every place.
You may be surprised to
know thatin the last month,

after the announcement of

the polls,I have addressed
more than 500 meetings.
On the other hand, meetings
of the BJP leaders are expen-
sive and time-consuming. I
must say that there is no
such anti-incumbency in
my constituency, which was
also a relief for me.

Q: What is your focus in
these elections and what is
your target margin of victo-
ry?

A: It is a contest of per-
sonality in Sultanpur and
people will vote on the per-
sonality and not on caste or
communal lines. Besides, I
have always said that Lok

Sabha elections are the elec-
tions of Pradhans. As we all
know, every candidate can-
notreach every village; hence,
his representative will be
the Pradhans. I also contact
all the Pradhans of the con-

CM

stituency and seek their sup-

port. Presently, out of the total
957 pradhans in Sultanpur
constituency, over 850 have
assured their support for

me, including some Mus-
lim pradhans. On the ques-

K

tion of my target of winning
margin in the 2024 elec-
tions, [ think only win counts
and margin have nothing to
do with it.

Q: This is a big question
that everyone wants to know.
Will your son Varun Gandhi
campaign for you? What will
be his political future after
being denied a ticket from
Pilibhit?

A: Honestly, Varun was
interested in coming to Sul-
tanpur for campaigning. But
[ asked him if there was any
such need and the workers
here weren’t enough to cover
the campaign. On the future
ofVarun, I can only say that
you people should wait and
lethim decide after the elec-
tions.

Q: What is new and dif-
ferentin these elections from
2014 and 20197

A: There is nothing new
as suchin these elections. In
2019, I was new to the peo-
ple here and they knew noth-

ing about me. But in the
past5years, now they know
me and I too know them
well. Now we are in touch
with everyone in the con-
stituency and during the
Covid period, our bonding
has further strengthened.

Q: You have made good
roads and other facilities in
the constituency. But Sul-
tanpur still lacks industrial-
ization. Have you any plans?

A: Like the adjoining Ame-
thi, Sultanpur does not have
any industrial belts. Though
inJaisinghpur there are some
small industrial units. Iam
trying to promote bamboo
and mehendi cultivation in
the region, which can give the
farmers a good income.

Q: Earlier, Sultanpur was
knows as a very volatile and
crime-based area. But now,
after your entry in politics,
it has been wiped out and
there are no such criminal
activities nowadays.Whatis
your comment?

A: Everyone knows about
me thatIdon’t tolerate such
nuisances, and after 5 years,
almost all the people with a
people with a criminal back-
ground have gone under-
ground or are laying quiet-
ly. Now Sultanpur has shed
its tag as notorious place
and people here are living
peacefully.

Q: It has been reported
that you strictly monitor the
development works and don't
tolerate any irregularities?

A:Sultanpuris myhome
and people here are like
family members. So I want
you to run the constituency
like a home.

Any lapses in the devel-
opment or welfare schemes
isintolerable for me Itis my
philosophy that whether it
is Pilibhit or Sultanpur, [ try
to work not as an MP but a
citizen of that constituency
and put all my ability in
developing the area and
solving their problems.
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Politics and business

n the cacophony of India’s political battleground,
Iwhere accusations fly like arrows in a chaotic

melee, the latest skirmish revolves around two
names that have become synonymous with power and
wealth: Mukesh Ambani and Gautam Adani. As alle-
gations of campaign funding swirl around these indus-
trial giants, the nation watches with a mix of intrigue
and scepticism, wondering where truth ends, and
political mudslinging begins. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, locked in a
bitter electoral duel, have exchanged verbal blows over
the alleged ties between their respective parties and
the tycoons.

Mr Modi’s recent assertion at an election rally, sug-
gesting that tempo-loads of black money was sent by
the tycoons to the Congress, was met with a swift
retort from Mr Gandhi, who challenged the Prime
Minister to back his claims with evidence. Such tit-
for-tat exchanges are not uncommon in Indian poli-
tics. Mr Gandhi’s accusations against the ruling dis-
pensation of crony capitalism have long been a staple
of electoral rhetoric. However, what sets this spat apart
is the timing and context. At the mid-point of the elec-
toral battle, it signifies a shift from campaign promises
to accusations.

Mr Gandhi has been relentless in his attacks on
corporate interests and inequality, aiming to strike a
chord with voters concerned by the widening gap
between the rich and the poor. But amid the political
theatrics and finger-pointing, one cannot ignore the
broader implications of such allegations on India’s
democracy and economic landscape. The intertwining
of politics and big business raises questions about the
extent of corporate influence on policy making and
governance. While economic growth and development
are vital for the nation’s progress, they must not come
at the expense of accountability and ethical conduct.
Additionally, it ought to be clear from the growth
graphs of the industrialists in question, and others of
their ilk, that they have prospered regardless of
the dispensation in power. It is not so much the
policy-maker’s job to measure how rich someone has
become as it is to ensure through weighted initiatives
and fiscal measures that the fruits of growth reach
every citizen.

Any misstep in levelling allegations could have
far-reaching legal consequences. Hence, it is impera-
tive that allegations ~ by all sides ~ be backed by evi-
dence and subjected to dispassionate inquiry before
being aired in the public domain. As the dust settles on
this latest skirmish in India’s political arena, one thing
remains clear: the need for greater transparency and
accountability in both business and politics. Regard-
less of one’s political allegiance, the interests of the
nation must always take precedence over personal
agendas and partisan squabbles. Only then can India
truly realise its potential as a vibrant democracy
and economic powerhouse. Amid the political
rhetoric, it is crucial for voters to remain vigilant
and demand accountability from their elected repre-
sentatives. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of
every citizen to uphold the integrity of India’s demo-
cratic process.

Netanyahu's Dilemma

n the heart of West Asia, where tensions simmer
Ilike a pot about to boil over, Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu finds himself at a crossroads.
The battleground is Rafah, a city gripped by the relent-
less struggle between Israel and Hamas. Mr
Netanyahu faces a dilemma that strikes at the core of
Israel's security and moral compass: how to balance
the imperative of defeating Hamas with the urgent
need to bring Israeli hostages home safely. The recent
escalation in Rafah has laid bare the deep divisions
within Israeli society. On one side, there are the voices
clamouring for a decisive military victory, urging the
Prime Minister to press ahead with the operation to
crush Hamas once and for all. They argue that a show
of force is the only language Hamas understands, and
that anything less would be a betrayal of Israel's secu-
rity. On the other side are the anguished cries of the
families of the hostages, who have become pawns in
this deadly game of brinkmanship. For them, every
moment their loved ones remain in captivity is a
moment of agonising uncertainty, a constant
reminder of the fragility of life in this volatile region.
They plead for a ceasefire, for negotiations, for any-
thing that might bring their sons and daughters back
home. Caught in the middle of these competing pres-
sures, and with his popularity low, Mr Netanyahu faces
a test of leadership unlike any other. The decisions he
makes in the coming days will shape the course of
Israel's future and reverberate far beyond its borders.
Will he heed the calls for restraint and diplomacy, or
will he succumb to the demands for vengeance and
retribution?

For Mr Netanyahu, the stakes could not be higher.
Not only must he contend with the immediate threat
posed by Hamas, but he must also navigate the treach-
erous waters of international diplomacy. The eyes of
the world are upon him, and every move he makes
will be scrutinised and dissected by friend and foe
alike. In the end, there are no easy answers in the con-
flict between Israel and Hamas. The road to peace is
long and fraught with peril, and there are no guaran-
tees of success.

But if there is one thing that history has taught us,
itis that the path of violence and retribution only leads
to more suffering and despair. Amid the cacophony of
conflicting voices, it is crucial to remember the human
cost of this protracted conflict. Behind the headlines
and political manoeuvring are real people whose
lives hang in the balance. Their stories, their pain, and
their hopes must not be lost in the fog of war. As we
debate the merits of military action versus negotia-
tion, let us never forget the human face of this crisis,
and let compassion guide our decisions. In the end, it
is not the strength of arms that will prevail, but the
strength of the human spirit and the enduring power
of hope.
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Only on paper

One reason for this silence is the insignificance of climate change as an issue to
have an impact on the vote bank. The masses in India, in spite of suffering from
scorching heat waves or becoming victims of natural calamities like floods and
landslides, are yet to understand the deadening impact that climate change would
have on livelihoods in future. The immediate nheed makes them blind to the crisis
awaiting them in the near future

n the last few days, India

was hit by severe hit waves

that even caused deaths in

some parts of the country.
Last year was the second warm-
est year India has ever seen.

In fact, between the last
Parliament election and the
present one, the country has
confronted a significant number
of climate disasters including
excessive rainfall, flooding,
droughts, and heat waves. Only
a few months back, the country
watched the rescue operation of
the workers trapped in the
Uttarkashi tunnel that seemed
even more thrilling than a
thriller on screen.

The question is: will these
disasters matter in the 18th Par-
liament election? Has climate
change become that important
an issue as to have a visible
impact on deciding who hoists
the tricolour on 15 August this
year? Unlike some previous
years, most political parties have
taken the issue of Climate Chan-
ge seriously in their manifestos
this year.

The BJP manifesto promis-
es to achieve energy independ-
ence by 2047 and meet the 500
GW target for renewable energy
installed capacity by 2030. It has
also declared that the new NDA
Government would establish a
Centre of Excellence for clean
energy technologies and convert
India into a global manufactur-
ing hub for wind, solar and
green hydrogen technologies.

The BJP has further prom-
ised to strengthen a few already
existing government progra-
mmes and initiatives, such as
the Green Credit programme,
water conservation or soil im-
provements, the carbon credit
programme (that rewards peo-
ple with encashable credits for
reducing carbon emissions) and
the green credit programme that
rewards people with credits for
any positive work done for the
environment.

The party has promised to
launch programmes for improv-
ing the health of the rivers using
the Namami Gange project as a
model. The manifesto also dec-
lares that the new Government
will establish a National Atmos-
pheric Mission, called, ‘Mausam’
for making India ‘weather ready’
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and ‘climate smart.’

Interestingly, the rivalry bet-
ween the Indian National Con-
gress and the BJP is not reflected
in their manifestos in regard to
their respective stances on cli-
mate change. Instead, there are
a lot of commonalities between
the manifestos of the two arch
rivals. They seem to be birds of a
feather. The manifesto of the
Congress, in fact, has not entire-
ly junked the Narendra Modi
government’s take on climate
change.

It has, for instance, adopt-
ed the goal of net zero by 2070
and mapped out the party’s path
towards that end

urban heat islands, coastal ero-
sion and sea-level calling.” It has
also promised to “evolve sus-
tainable and environment/cli-
mate-friendly development
strategies for the fragile Hima-
layan region and eco-sensitive
regions of Western Ghats and
the North-East.”

The CPI-M, in fact, is the
only national party that has
explicitly mentioned the highly
sensitive word ‘coal’ in its mani-
festo promising to “hand-over
all the private allotted unex-
plored coal blocks to Coal India
Ltd.” It has further promised to
reduce the dependence on im-

ported coal and to

saying, “In order to
facilitate the fund-
ing required for
Green Transition
and to achieve the
goal of net zero by
2070, we will set
up the Green Tran-
sition Fund of
India together with
state governments
and the private
sector.”

The Congress
has also promised
to form an ‘inde-
pendent’ Environ-
ment Protection
and Climate Cha-
nge Authority, to monitor and
enforce environmental stan-
dards and the national and state
level climate change action
plans. The party has further
declared that it would transform
the National Action Plan on
Climate Change, originally
launched in 2008 and still in use,
into a National Climate Resi-
lience Development Mission
that would integrate climate
positive actions in all areas of
development.

The Left parties were the
first in India to keep significant
portions on climate change in
their manifestos. Sticking to the
tradition, this time also, the CPI-
M has declared that the party
would “evolve a National Adap-
tation Plan (NAP) through a par-
ticipatory process involving all
stakeholders especially states to
tackle climate impacts such as
on agriculture, extreme rainfall
and related landslides and ur-
ban flooding, heat waves and
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initiate “a judicial
inquiry into the
fraudulent coal
import by private
companies.” Such
a take is very much
in tune with the
party’s age-old fi-
ght against the pri-
vatization of the
natural resources
of the country.

While the ma-
nifestos of differ-
ent political par-
ties show their
written commit-
ment to the fight
against climate
change, one is bound to ques-
tion how much of this rhetoric
remains on paper and how
much is heard in the ongoing
election campaign? Not much,
indeed.

The election campaign
across the country seems to be
governed mainly by religious
division and fanaticism, identity
politics and some other issues,
such as, the need for a stable
government, for good gover-
nance and a leader’s guarantee
to provide free food grains to 80
crore people via PM Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana, houses to
all through the PM Awas Yojana
and health insurance for all via
the PM Jan Arogya Yojana.

Unemployment and cor-
ruption are also being highlight-
ed, as are some local/regional
issues in certain pockets of the
country. None of the important
leaders has yet been seen to
address the issue of climate
change in a big way in their
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speeches. Why are the parties
which are so vocal on climate
change in their manifestos prac-
ticing verbal reticence in the
actual campaign?

One reason for this silence
is the insignificance of climate
change as an issue to have an
impact on the vote bank. The
masses in India, in spite of suf-
fering from scorching heat wa-
ves or becoming victims of natu-
ral calamities like floods and
landslides, are yet to understand
the deadening impact that cli-
mate change would have on
livelihoods in future.

The immediate need makes
them blind to the crisis awaiting
them in the near future. To
them, earning bread today is
much more important than con-
templating on what they will
have tomorrow.

In fact, what concern can
those people show for climate
change who live on footpaths in
the most unhygienic conditions
in almost every city or town of
India? How can we expect a
footpath-dweller to use a jute
bag in place of a cheap plastic
one?

Despite being a monstrous
reality, in a country like India,
climate change is still an issue
that only a section of the mid-
dle class bothers about. Greed
makes the rich trample over it
and poverty makes the poor
ignore it.

This is why to the political
parties, by and large, climate
change is an issue that needs to
be ideologically addressed on
paper during the election but
not to be made an issue of in the
actual campaign.

In fact, the absence of cli-
mate change as an important
issue in the election campaign
for the 2024 Parliament Election
clearly suggests that the models
to fight against climate change
adopted by the first world West-
ern countries will miserably fail
in a country like ours.

Like so many other issues,
it is difficult for the Global South
to come to an agreement with
the Global North on the issue of
the global war on climate
change as well. The fight against
climate change can never suc-
ceed in the Global South if it fails
to fight poverty.

A MEMBER
OF THE

A N W MR T WO

ASTAN VOICE
Problems in
press freedom
and democracy

he 2024 World Press Freedom

Index, released recently by

Reporters Without Borders, an

international organization for
monitoring press freedom, contains a
severe warning to democracy in Korea.
In the index, which reflects the media
situation in 2023, South Korea ranked
62nd out of 180 countries surveyed.
Korea received its worst report card
since it ranked 69th in the 2009 index
and 70th in the 2016 index. It was 43rd
in the 2022 index, when the index
methodology was changed significant-
ly, but fell to 47th in the 2023 index and
then plunged 19 steps down in two
years. Furthermore, Korea has been
demoted to the third category of
"problematic" among the five cate-
gories, though it has usually been
included in the second category of
"satisfactory."

It is even more shocking to look at
the details. In terms of press freedom
in the political context out of five con-
texts, Korea ranked 77th. In the socio-
cultural context, it was 89th. The index
is even more ominous when we recall
that Korea fell from 13th to 47th in five
years in the annual Democracy Report
index by the Varieties of Democracy (V-
Dem) Institute at the University of
Gothenburg in Sweden.

If we think the democracy index
was the first alarm on the state of
South Korea's democracy, this time
should be the second warning on the
state of Korea's press freedom as the
cornerstone of democracy. It is painful

Il The Korea Herald

to see Korea's press freedom fall from
the top class to the middle level in just
a couple of years.

However, there is also a positive
point in that exposing problems pro-
vides opportunities to correct them.
Analyzing the press freedom index can
reveal three issues: the president's per-
ception of the media, a partisan
approach to journalism and social
constraints on journalists.

The WPFI shows that the South
Korean government has not adequate-
ly protected press freedom in the last
year or two. Instead, it criticized the
ruling party for attacking media com-
panies that have been critical of the
president or government. In Novem-
ber 2022 RSF criticized how an MBC
reporter was not allowed to board the
presidential plane during one of the
president's official trips overseas.

It also criticized President Yoon
Suk Yeol for unilaterally stopping his
daily briefings to reporters and
installing a wall in front of the press
room in the presidential office building
so that visitors to the presidential office
could not be seen. Partisan politics is
also recognized by the annual ranking.
Since 2002, when RSF first released the
index, Korea has ranked around 40th.

However, Korea ranked 69th in the
2009 index and 70th in the 2015 index,
making it difficult to see Korea as a
democracy. Korea's ranking in the 2009
index was related to the dismissal of
union workers at YTN and MBC fol-
lowing the inauguration of President
Lee Myung-bak.

The 2015 index was the result of
the confrontation between the media
and President Park Geun-hye. The
motivations of the two former conser-
vative president’s disputes against
media were partisanship.

RSF also criticized the progressive
political camp in Korea. In 2021, the
organization criticized the Moon Jae-in
government's efforts to amend
the Media Arbitration Act, which
would introduce punitive compensa-
tion for media companies that produce
fake news.

US elite should heed students' call

SIR, This is with reference to
“Nearly 2,200 people have been
arrested during pro-Palestinian
protests on US college campus-
es’ (4 May), the brutal police and
administrative crackdown on pro-
Palestine student demonstrators
in at least 35 US universities cam-
puses has seized widespread
attention.

Criminalising political oppo-
sition to the Gaza genocide and
justifying high-handedness by
accusing demonstrators of anti-
Semitism reflect the authorities’
bizarre and disdainful attitude
that runs counter to democratic
values the temples of higher
learning seek to foster. The UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights has also expressed concern
over the crackdown.

But the protesters have
termed it as a blatant attack on
free speech and academic free-
dom. They have taken a moral
stance in demanding an end to
Israel’s inherently illegitimate and
undiscriminating carnage in
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besieged Palestine, and called on
university and college authorities
to divest from Israeli companies
and weapon manufacturing and
withdraw from academic exchan-
ge agreements with Israeli insti-
tutions.

These violent Student Spring
protests ~ the biggest and most
prolonged since the Vietnam
demonstrations in the 1960s and
70s ~ and clashes between the
groups supporting Israel and
Palestine reflect broader political
tensions surrounding the Israel-
Gaza conflict.

It is a worrisome trend that
can lead to more hatred, commu-
nal divide and chaos which is nei-
ther good for campuses nor for
the political leadership and the
country.

In this startling situation, the
university authorities should stop
false and abhorrent anti-Semi-
tism and anti-Islam propaganda
to demonise the protesters, en-
gage in a constructive dialogue
with students and address their

CM K

legitimate concerns.

Students should peacefully
end their protests to make the
campus environment conducive
for academic operations.

While a majority of Ameri-
cans and Israelis support a
immediate ceasefire in Gaza, the
ruling elite should rise above
political and foreign policy com-
pulsions and pull up Israel which
stands indicted by the UNGA and
the IC]J. This will maintain Ameri-
ca’s acclaimed image of a global
guardian of democracy.

Yours, etc., D S Kang,
Hoshiarpur, 6 May.

ODISHA BATTLE

SIR, This refers to your editorial
“Friends now foes”. In politics
there are no permanent friends or
foes; only permanent interests.
Modi and the BJP have real-
ized that there are few options for
them to make up for the loss in
seats in states like Rajasthan, Ma-
harashtra and Karnataka.

They have zeroed in on
Odisha where there is no other
party to play the role of an oppo-
sition.

BOOSTING FAITH

SIR, The Apex Court decision of Justices
Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta to grant
interim bail to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is a step in the right direction. It
strengthens democracy and thus boosts
trust and faith in the judiciary of the
nation. The order is unprecedented, objec-
tive and reflects openness, innovation and
novelty at its best.

This order opens doors for similar treatment to be accorded to
erstwhile Chief Minister of Jharkhand, Hemant Soren, who has
been lodged in jail for the past couple of months.

For quite some time, he has been grappling in the courts to
obtain bail since his arrest by the Enforcement Directorate.

The order kindles optimism in one more sense ~ obfusca-
tion, glitches and vagaries prevalent in the legal system of the day
cannot all the time be stumbling blocks in the delivery of natural
justice promptly.

Yours, etc., PK Sharma,Barnala, 10 May.

There is a general feeling that
Naveen Patnaik is doing a good
job in the state.

But Odisha, despite its con-
siderable mineral wealth remains
as backward as ever. The BJD has
for long continued to rule in the
state and maybe the people are
looking at an alternative. But as

seen in other states, when it

comes to dislodging regional

satraps, the BJP finds the going

tough, unlike those states where

the Congress is the main opposi-
tion.

Yours, etc.,

Anthony Henriques,

Mumbai, 9 May.
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Non-violence the best

path for Pale stine

BHARAT DOGRA

mid persistent calls from the

United States and other coun-

tries that Israel needs to make it

asier for life-saving aid to reach

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, the Israeli

military closed two of the region’s few

operating border crossings in Rafah, a
southern Gazan city, on 7 May.

Responding to political pressure
and alarm, Israel then reopened a dif-
ferent border crossing into Gaza,
called Kerem Shalom, on May 8.

These border crossings are crucial
for aid workers and deliveries of food,
fuel and other supplies, especially as
commercial imports have stopped
entering Gaza. The amount of aid
going into Gaza each day has varied
since Hamas’ 7 October 2023 attack on
Israel, and Israel’s subsequent invasion
of Gaza. But the overall number of aid
trucks flowing through the Rafah and
Kerem Shalom crossings is down 75
per cent from before the war, according
to the United Nations. Aid workers say
they are unable to meet Palestinians’
needs in Gaza, even with the aid air
drops and boat shipments that the U.S.
and other countries are doing.

I spent 20 years as the president of
Oxfam America, an international
humanitarian organization, and have
overseen humanitarian responses to
some of the biggest crises of the past
three decades, from the war in Kosovo
to the conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan. I know from experience
that the major aid organizations know
how to run large, well-integrated oper-
ational responses to emergencies like
Gaza. However, this is not happening,
in part because Israel is not giving aid
groups what they need to do so.

After seven months of conflict,
the international community has not
set up the kind of well-coordinated
response it would normally provide
during a crisis.

There are several reasons why
enough aid deliveries are not quickly
entering Gaza. First, Israel controls all
the border crossings into Gaza and
does intensive searches of trucks for
security reasons, slowing down the

deliveries. Even if aid does cross into
Gaza, it does not mean the goods will
reach people in need.

There have also been reports of
people dying and being injured when
trying to collect aid packages that are
air-dropped, as well as Hamas and
other groups intercepting aid deliver-
ies and either hoarding the items or
selling them at high prices on the
black market.

In early May, northern Gaza
passed a critical threshold and is now
entering into a “full blown famine,”
according to the United Nations.

Bombings in Gaza have destroyed
water and energy systems, leaving 95
per cent of the population without
access to clean water.

There’s a fairly standard playbook for
how aid organizations respond to
humanitarian crises like the one playing
out in Gaza. In most cases, the Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, a designated U.N. office that
focuses on humanitarian affairs and is
typically called OCHA, takes the lead in
defining what exactly different U.N. agen-
cies should do to help people in a crisis.

The World Health Organization,
World Food Program and other U.N.
agencies all have their own specialties —
be it health, housing, hunger, educa-
tion, or other issues. The U.N. agencies
coordinate their work, while OCHA
also assigns an international nonprofit
organization to help each U.N. agency

share their workload with other inter-
national and local nonprofits.

In most emergencies, there is clear
coordination among international aid
agencies from day one. This is a well-
oiled machine with decades of experi-
ence in meeting people’s immediate
needs in some of the world’s most chal-
lenging circumstances.

However, Gaza does not align
with this typical system of aid work.

In Gaza and the West Bank, the U.N.
Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian
Refugees in the Near East, or simply
UNRWA, has been the main U.N. agency
that has been focused only on providing
a full suite of services to Palestinians
since the late 1940s, when Israel was cre-
ated and many Palestinians were pushed
out into what are now the Palestinian ter-
ritories of Gaza and the West Bank.

Over the years, UNRWA's role has
evolved from meeting Palestinians’
basic needs for food and water, for
example, to also providing health care
and education. While other U.N.
agencies like the World Health Orga-
nization work in Gaza, UNRWA is by
far the largest aid organization there —
and after Hamas is the second-largest
employer in Gaza.

Both the Israeli and Egyptian gov-
ernments have long recognized
UNRWA as the main coordinator for
trans-border aid shipments, especial-
ly those for other U.N. agencies and
nonprofits that work with it.
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While the UNRWA was accus-
tomed to operating a large humani-
tarian operation in Gaza before the
war, the agency is not equipped or
staffed to help provide housing for the
more than 1.7 million people in Gaza
who have had to flee their homes.

Additionally, Israel and the UNRWA
have a long, complicated relationship
that came to a peak in March 2024,
when Israel said that it would stop work-
ing with the agency altogether because
of allegations — which have not been
independently verified — that UNRWA
staff participated in the Oct. 7 attacks
and held hostages captive.

Israel no longer working with the
UNRWA creates new logistical chal-
lenges that prevent a coherent, organ-
ized humanitarian response in Gaza.
This may force other U.N. agencies to
suddenly take over UNRWA’s long-
established roles in Gaza.

Israel’s intermittent closing of
border crossings into Gaza — and con-
tinued long delays for arriving aid
trucks - is another crucial factor that
is hampering aid delivery.

Aid experts also say that the num-
ber of aid trucks entering Gaza, which
in May 2024 reached an average of 180
per day through the two main cross-
ing points combined, is inadequate to
address the hunger crisis.

Achieving what's actually needed,
they say, would require many more
trucks, an influx of aid workers, training

of Palestinian medical personnel to treat
people suffering from malnutrition and
gastrointestinal diseases, the restoration
of medical facilities and, above all, an
end to the military conflict.

Meanwhile, international nonprof-
its and their staff are facing their own
safety challenges. At least 224 aid work-
ers, most of them Palestinians, have been
killed in Gaza since October 2023. Indis-
criminate bombings of residential neigh-
borhoods have forced other aid workers
to move their families multiple times to
find safety and shelter, making it nearly
impossible for them to do their jobs.

I think there are certain things
that the U.N. could do to help make it
easier for aid deliveries to reach peo-
ple in Gaza.

First, OCHA could step in to bet-
ter coordinate all the relevant U.N.
agencies that may need to join or take
on a larger role in the Gaza humani-
tarian crisis.

I also think that the U.N. could
insist that Israel help create safe and
secure conditions for a well-coordinated
and comprehensive U.N. response. This
includes guarantees to open additional
border crossings as needed and increase
the number of daily aid deliveries — espe-
cially food — as well as ensuring more
consistent access and supplies.

Professional humanitarians are
prepared to sacrifice ourselves to pre-
serve and protect the dignity of all,
both Israelis and Palestinians. History
has taught that the only lesson from all
wars is that no one really wins and mil-
lions suffer quietly well into the future.

Humanitarians’ job is to find and
create safe spaces and save as many lives
as we can, with the experience and
resources at our disposal. We carry no
weapons and rely entirely on respect for
international humanitarian law and
other rules of war to ensure our safety
as we carry out this dangerous mission.
But in order to carry out this work, we
need access and minimally safe and
secure conditions that let us do our jobs.

(The writer is Professor of global affairs and
director of the McKenna Center for Human
Development and Global Business, University
of Notre Dame. This article was published on
www.theconversation.com)

here is a classic Jewish story of

an orchard owner in Judea

who took pity on a blind and a

lame man and hired them as
guards for his opulent orchard. The
owner had noticed some lovely pears
and peaches in his orchard and came
over one morning to collect them. He
saw not a single one. He asked his
guards. The blind man said he could-
n't even see the fruits, let alone pick
them and eat them. The lame man
pointed to his disabled leg and plead-
ed his inability to move or lift himself
enough to be able to gather the fruits.

But the orchard owner was no
fool. He asked the blind guard to lift
the lame guard and gave a swift
demonstration of how the two could
have gotten together to pick and eat
the luscious fruit.

The ability to put two and two
together and come up with the right
answer is a major skill. Not all of us can
manage to achieve it, certainly not all the
time. Haven't you ever come out of your
boss’s room and realized, a little too late,
that you could have answered his ques-
tion much better and startled him with
your brilliance? After you have reached
your girlfriend to her home and she has
closed the door, you think, a second too
tardily of the witty and charming thing
you could have said and melted her heart.

You are not alone. That is what fre-
quently happens to most of us. We can’t
put two and two together on the spot.
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We can't do it right away or ever. This is
just an example of the silly things that
trip up even intelligent people.

It leads us to an intriguing contra-
diction. We realize that smart people are
often smart in different ways. A person
who speaks well in many cases also can
write well and can perhaps explain
things well. We all know people like that.
Amazingly though we also know the
opposite examples. Of people who do
several things well but are very poor in
doing something simple. A person who
can cook a thousand remarkable dishes
can be quite useless describing how she
works her culinary miracles. How come

-~
\ T
illastration by : Debabrata Chakrabarty

some people can be so competent doing
avariety of complex things and yet turn
out to be incompetent doing a couple
of elementary things?

Charles Spearman, an English army
man who later became a psychologist,
had an interesting answer. Spearman
argued that what we talk of as some-
body’s intelligence has two parts. One
part is a person’s general intelligence that
enables him or her to score well in many
kinds of mental tests. The other partis a
kind of special intelligence that lets one
do well on certain tests and bungle on
others. That part represents people’s
special bent; they do well, exceptionally

well in certain subjects and fumble in
other areas. The first part is what
impresses us about a woman’s wide-
ranging capacity; the second part con-
founds us about a smart man'’s inability
to master some basic skill. The latter
simply does not figure in the area of his
special intelligence.

A Harvard scholar, Howard Gard-
ner, took the second part further by
talking of eight different types of intel-
ligence. The first four we can easily
recognize: verbal or linguistic intelli-
gence, where one uses words or lan-
guage with great effect, such as an
author or journalist; logical or mathe-
matical intelligence, where one is
skilled with quantities and their rela-
tions, such as a physicist or philoso-
pher; spatial or visual intelligence,
where one is exceptional in thinking
about space and its use, such as an
architect or a designer; naturalistic
intelligence, where one has the
remarkable capacity to understand
nature or environment, such as clima-
tologist or animal specialist.

But Gardner spoke also of four
other types of intelligence we over-
look: interpersonal intelligence, the
skill to understand other people, such
as an insightful counselor; intraper-
sonal intelligence, the ability to deci-
pher what is happening within one-
self, such as a gifted psychologist;
bodily or kinesthetic intelligence,
where one can use one’s body to

express subtle feelings, such as a tal-
ented dancer or acrobat; and musical
or rhythmic intelligence, where one
shows incredible mastery of melodic
and harmonic elements, such as a
great composer or performer.

The signal tragedy is that we are
often judged by the wrong standard
and found wanting. Our true power
lies in a different area while we are
force-fitted into a groove where our
talent never has a chance to shine. We
are cast aside as second-rate or untal-
ented, while our precious gift lies
unused and overlooked.

The worse tragedy is that we
begin to think of ourselves as inept
and unworthy. Experience tells us just
having a gift is not enough. It needs
sustenance, some minimal recogni-
tion and support, a smile of approval
or a handshake of congratulation.
Even extraordinary capacity can with-
er when it meets with scant acknowl-
edgement and scantier remuneration.

Let us not regret the brilliant
riposte we could not make or the dul-
cet words we could not conjure at the
appropriate moment. Let us cultivate
the abilities we have, develop the
orchard we have and struggle to
widen our search for support and
acceptance.

(The writer is a US-based international
development advisor and had worked with
the World Bank. He can be reached at
Mmnandy@gmail.com
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ACROSS 12 Stick around area to 25 Managed to collar 2 Onthecontrary, llove 16 Give diet up, having
meet a bloke and a US canine that’s released marijuana themes in eaten last of this?
highwayman bit of ghastly gas literature! (5) (9)
1 logag on a cored root (4,5) (5) 3 Not having a tot or 17 He’s a spy in Barking
vegetable 13 Senior and half-cut 26 A bit cruel to get two riled chef up (54) that’s both tough and
(9) wino drinking beer plastered in oil? 4 Lake beside a port, useless (9)
6 Criminals purchasing and port (7) (9) time to get in! (7) 19 Ring work after bit of
P island? They're 15 Flipping party time? 27 Like the sound of 5 English soldier seen spoilt seafood (7)
minted! Pops off to get drinks! Serpent in a childish around section is 20 One soon to make a
(5) (7) tantrum? (5) simply ingenious (7) bloomer got up and
9 |gotthe job! So atlast 18 With no goals, direct 28 0dd sort of awful 6 Cocaine high and sat on friend (7)
tucked into a quiet girl to sub American penis droop? Not I! drops of potent 21 Bed woman, having
E beer and some drugs for European (7) (3,6) Armenian brew (5) had bottom pinched
(9) 20 Go back out with 7 Old person realities (5)
S 10 Coat boat in paint foremost of Romeos sent off the rails (9) 22 Butch Cassidy finally
artfully at the bow for a start! (7) DOWN 8 Sting and Summers goes after chap
E (5) 21 Broken many bones? essentially invested in heading for Louisiana
11 Tense editor, after Certainly not! (2,2,5) small paintings (5) (5)
taking religious 23 Son with affected 1 Royal secret police 14 After eating delicious 24 Male idiot behind
instruction, had a shot mannerisms is a little allowed into three starter, munched meal opening of Avengers
(5) rascal (5) articles (9) with one’s drinks (9) Assemble (5)
NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

The proposal to light the streets of
London by artificial moonlight is obvi-
ously in line with the "indirect lighting"
fashion which has come so much into
vogue for interiors during the past few
years. The advantages of indirect or semi-
indirect lighting are, of course, its soft-
ness and the absence of shadow-in short,
its greater

approximation to ordinary daylight.
It is only a question of time and organi-
sation when the same principle will be
brought into operation in the lighting of
the streets. In London the suggestion is
to erect gigantic standards, 500 feet
high, at some eight points in the West
End, and from thence radiate light over
the whole area by powerful constella-
tions of electric lights. It is claimed for
the proposal that it would be economi-
cal as well as efficient, for the reason
that much of the effect of the present
lighting is lost owing to the rays striking
upon buildings and SO being checked
long before their power is spent. The
conception is bold enough to have been
taken from one of the prophetic efforts
of Mr. H. G. Wells.

v

SCIENTIFIC
ORTHODOXY

In his earlier years Sir Jagadis, like
most other original thinkers, met, not
only with discouragement and scepti-
cism, but with active opposition; for
there is a tendency towards orthodoxy
even in physical science which is
sometimes as "wooden" as that of the-
ology. Particularly was this the case
when Dr. Bose's researches as a physi-
cist carried him into the domain of
physiology. It was asserted that the
excitory response of ordinary plants to
mechanical stimulus was an impossi-
bility. Undeterred, Dr. Bose proceeded
to prove by actual experiment that
physiologically no dividing line can be
drawn between the vegetable and the
animal world. He found that the plant
and the animal are similarly respon-
sive to all the diverse forms of stimulus
which impinge upon them. We ascend,
in the one case as in the other, from
the simplicities of the isotropic to the
complexities of the anisotropic, and
find that the responses are the same in
both. The plant, like the animal, is a
single organic whole, all its different
parts being connected, and their activ-
ities co-ordinated by a nervous system.
As in plants so in animals, stimulation
gives rise to two distinct impulses,
exhibiting themselves by two-fold
mechanical and electrical indications
of opposite signs.

The dual qualities or tones known
as sensation are correspondent with
those two different nervous impulses of
opposite signs, which are occasioned by
stimulation. These two sensory respons-
es-positive and negative, pleasure and
pain are found to be subject to the same
modifications, under parallel condi-
tions, as the positive and negative
mechanical and electrical indications
with which they are associated. And
finally, perhaps the most significant
example of the effect of induced
anisotropy lies in the differential
impression made by stimulus on the
sensory surfaces, which remains latent,
and capable of revival as the memory
image. In this demonstration of conti-
nuity, then, it has been found that there
are no dividing lines between physics,
physiology and psychology.

FAMOUS NOVEL

STORY WITH EICHT
HUNDRED
CHARACTERS

DESCRIBED as one of the finest
novels ever written, the task of trans-
lating a Japanese book about 600,000
words long and containing 800 char-
acters has just been commenced by a
member of the staff of the British
Museum.

Mr. Arthur Waley expects to be about
six years in producing this work, which a
publishing firm is to bring out in six big
volumes. The author is Murasaki? a
woman of the Japanese Court of 920
years ago, whose style, it is saidj is as
compelling as that of the most popular
novelists. Mr. Waley told a Daily Mail
reporter:

"She began this story when she was
about 26. It was at first written on
scrolls, each of its 54 chapters compris-
ing a big scroll. It was copied by scribes
and Murasaki used to read it out to the
Court.

"She had reached late middle age
when she finished the work. Much earlier
she had brought the story to an end by
killing off her hero; and then, reopening
it, fixed on the hero's son as a central
character.

"It was written in old Japanese, the
Japanese uninfluenced by Chinese, and
besides being quite unintelligible to the
modern Japanese has been read by very
few Europeans. All the 800 characters fig-
ure substantially, keep reappearing, and
must be remembered; and a sort of key to
them is provided.




The Statesman

KOLKATA, MONDAY, 13 MAY 2024

[)ufs*i/z(is:s*

"-|||V|iw”|i- '

Indian tech leaders stand
behind Ola's Bhavish in his
fight against Microsoft &
Linkedin: Indian tech
industry leaders have
come out in support of
Ola Founder and CEO,
Bhavish Aggarwal, after
his tirade against
Microsoft-owned LinkedIn
for deleting his posts and
"bullying Indians" into
agreeing with the Big
Tech platforms or can-
celling them out. Home-
grown IT software compa-
ny Zoho's CEO Sridhar
Vembu agreed with
Aggarwal, saying "we in
India have to strongly
resist this woke imperial-
ism". "It is best under-
stood as a fanatical reli-
gious doctrine that mas-
querades as a socio-politi-
cal movement," Vembu
posted on X social media
platform. Edtech compa-
ny Unacademy CEO Gaurav
Munjal earlier posted that
thisis so "f***** up on
LinkedIn’ s part". An angry
Ola CEO on Saturday
announced the termina-
tion of Microsoft Azure
cloud's services and
moved the entire work-
load of his company to his
own Al venture called
Krutrim. "We've decided
to move our entire work-
load out of Azure to our
own Krutrim cloud within
the next week," he said in
a blog post.

EVs, green hydrogen to
propel India's journey
towards net-zero target by
2070: The faster adoption
of electric vehicles (EVs),
the National Hydrogen Mis-
sion and other such initia-
tives will propel India's jour-
hey towards a net-zero tar-
get by 2070, eminent sci-
entists and thought lead-
ers have said. Speaking at
an event organised by the
Technology Development
Board (TDB), under the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Profes-
sor Ajay Kumar Sood, Prin-
cipal Scientific Advisor to
the government, empha-
sised the promotion of EVs
through initiatives such as
the National Electric Mobili-
ty Mission Plan (NEMMP)
and Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of Hybrid
and Electric Vehicles
(FAME), aiming to mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions.

Afterlastweek's fall, expect

markets toremainrange-bound

inthe weekahead, supportexistsatthelowsmade on Thursdayandthe previouslowsmade on19th April

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

arkets had a crazy

week and were

under pressure

throughout. They
fell on expected lines and this
time, we could not blame the
USmarkets astheygained on
all five trading sessions.

Whathappenedisabless-
ingindisguiseasithascooled
of the markets, even though
Mumbaiis having sweltering
heat currently.

BSESENSEX lost 1,213.68
pointsor 1.64 per cent to close
at72,664.47 pointswhile NIFTY
lost 420.65 points or 1.87 per
cent to close at 22,055.20
points. The broader markets
saw BSE100, BSE200 and
BSE500 lose 1.83 per cent,
2.04 per cent and 2.25 per
cent respectively. BSEMID-
CAP lost 3.27 per cent while
BSESMALLCAP lost 3.80 per
cent. In what could best be
described as an unusual sit-
uation, marketslostin two trad-

ingsessions butwereflatin the
remaining three sessions. Just
an instance to point out the
flatness was NIFTY closing at
unchanged levels down to
two decimal points onWednes-
day at 22,302.50 points com-
pared to Tuesday. I do not
remember any otherinstance
in recent times when the lev-
elshave remained identicallike
this.

The Indian Rupee lost 8
paisaor0.10 per centto close
at Rs 83.50 to the US Dollar.
Dow Jones had a stellar week
and gained on all five trading
sessions of the week. Itwas up
836.96 points or 2.16 per cent
to close at 39,512.64 points.

The week gone by saw
three IPOs open and close for
subscription. The first was
Indegene Limited which had
issued shares in a price band
of Rs 430-452. The issue was
open from Monday the 6th of
May toWednesday the 10th of
May. The issue was subscribed
anoverall 70.26 times with QIB
portion subscribed 192.72

times, HNI portion subscribed
55.84 times and Retail portion
subscribed 7.8 times. There
were 27.80 lakh applications
in all.

The second issue was from
Aadhar Housing Finance Lim-
ited which was open from
Wednesday the 8th of May to
Friday the 10th of May. The
priceband was Rs 300-315.The
issue was subscribed 26.76
times overall with QIB portion
subscribed 76.42 times, HNI
portion subscribed 17.33 times
and Retail portion subscribed

Foreigninvestors pull% 17,000 crore from
Indian equitiesamid election uncertainty

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

In May, foreign investors
pulled outamassive Rs 17,000
crore from Indian equities in
the first 10 days of the month.

The pulloutwas due to the
general election and the uncer-
tainty surrounding its out-
come, coupled with expensive
valuations and profit booking.

Accordingto the datawith
the depositories, Foreign Port-
folio Investors (FPIs) experi-
enced a net outflow of Rs
17,083 crore in equities this
month (till May 10).

Notably, this was way high-
er than anetwithdrawal of Rs
8,700 crore during April. FPIs
made a net investment of Rs
35,098 crorein March and Rs
1,539 crore in February.

Lookingahead, post-gen-
eral election, corporate India's
strong financial performance
in Q4 FY24 is anticipated to
be rewarding.

Ontheglobal front, the US

Fed has indicated no rate
cuts until inflation cools, thus
raising scepticism over the pos-
sibility of an early rate cut. Fur-
ther, the data said that the FPIs
withdrew anetamount of Rs
14,860 crore from equities in
2024 so far.

They, however, invested Rs
14,307 crore in the debt mar-
ket. The volatility index, also
known as a fear gauge,
touched 18.4 (the highest
this year) this past week as
equity benchmarks saw sharp
corrections in both bench-
mark indices and broader
markets.

So far in May this year,
Nifty50is down 2.5 per cent,
falling 500 points. The fear
gauge had hitalowof10.2%
on April 23 this year.

Analysts, however,
noted that Vix surge
so far is much lower
in the latest general
election as compared
to the 2019 and 2014
editions

Analysts, however, noted
thatVix surge so far is much
lower in the latest general elec-
tion as compared to the 2019
and 2014 editions.

Experts also noted that this
aggressive selling by FPIs
may have been prompted
by worries and murmurs
about the low voter turnout
in first three phases of the gen-
eral election and whether
the ruling alliance will get the
number of seats earlier antic-
ipated.

Another anticipated rea-
son could be profit booking
by FPIs in anticipation of a
market correction, particu-
larly around the results day.

How volatility hit the Indian markets in last three elections

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

Areportby the Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI) stated
that as many as 449 infra-
structure projects were hit by
costoverrun in March 2024.

These projects each entail-
ing an investment of Rs 150
crore or above were hit by cost
overrun of more thanRs 5.01
trillion, the official report
stated.

Outofthe 1,873 projects,
449 reported cost overrun and
779 projects were delayed, the

report said.

Notably, the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation monitors
infrastructure projects worth
Rs 150 crore and above.

The ministry's latest report
for March 2024 said the total
original cost of implemen-
tation of the 1,873 projects
was Rs 26,87,535.69 crore
and their anticipated com-
pletion costislikely to be Rs
31,88,859.02 crore, which
reflects an overall cost over-
run of Rs 5,01,323.33 crore
(18.65% of the original cost).

The expenditure incurred

on these projects till March
2024isRs17,11,648.99 crore,
whichis 53.68 per cent of the
anticipated cost of the proj-
ects.

However, the number of
delayed projects decreased
to 567, if the delay is calcu-
lated on the basis of the lat-
est schedule of completion,
it added.

Furthermore, it said that
for 393 projects neither the
year of commissioning nor
the tentative gestation peri-
od has been reported.

Out of the 779 delayed
projects, 202 have overall

delays in the range of 1-12
months, 181 have been
delayed for 13-24 months,
277 projects for 25-60
months, and 119 projects
have been delayed for more
than 60 months. The aver-
age time overrunin these 779
delayed projects is 36.04
months.

The report highlighted
the delays in tie-up for proj-
ectfinancing, finalisation of
detailed engineering, change
in scope, tendering, order-
ing and equipment supply,
and law and order prob-
lems, among other reasons.

2.58 times. There were 16.38
lakh applications.

The third issue was from
TBO TEK Limited which was
open from Wednesday (8th
May) to Friday (10th of May).
The price band was Rs 875-920.
The issue was subscribed
86.68 times overall with QIB
portion subscribed 125.51
times, HNI subscribed 50.51
times and Retail portion sub-
scribed 25.65 times. There
were 23.75lakh applications.

The week ahead sees one
IPO from general insurer, Go
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Digit General Insurance Lim-
ited. The issue opens on
Wednesday the 13th of May and
closes on Friday the 15th of May.
The issue consists of a fresh
issueofRs 1,125 crores and an
offer for sale 0f5,47,66,392 equi-
tysharesinaprice band of Rs
258-272.The company s pro-
moted by PromWatsa of Fair-
fax.

The company helpsin cus-
tomising products as required
inthe general insurance space.
[tbecame profitablein FY22-
23 and has built on the same
in the current nine months
ended December 23. The val-
uations based on current nine
months are attractive and
offer scope for appreciation on
listing aswell as for people with
a minimum, medium term
holding period.

Markets on Thursday, made
theintraweeklows at 72,334.18
points on BSESENSEX and at
21,932.48 points on NIFTY.
These were higher than the
lows made on April 19, at
71,816.46 pointsand 21,777.65

points.

The fourthround of voting
out of seven phases would be
held on May 13, followed by
the fifth round the following
Monday. Volatility has
increased inline with the sig-
nificance of the event and is
further borne out by the fact
that FPIs have sold close to Rs
30,000 crores in the current
month which hasbeen coun-
terbalanced by domestic insti-
tutions who have spent their
entire kitty of record SIP
inflows for the month. Com-
ing to the markets in the week
ahead, while support exists at
the lows made on Thursday
and the previous lows made
on 19th April, eveniftheyare
broken, support exists around
21,500 0on NIFTY and at 71,650
points on BSESENSEX. On
the upside hurdles exist around
22,450-500 and at 73,900
points on BSESENSEX. These
levels need to be broken and
sustained for any further up
move. Expect markets to trade
in a narrow range till then.

ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement
Joint Committee meets in Malaysia

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

The 4th Joint Committee
meeting for the review of AIT-
IGA (ASEAN-India Trade in
Goods Agreement) was held
in Putrajaya, Malaysia, the
Commerce & Industry Min-
istry said in a statement on
Sunday.

A total of 8 Sub-Com-
mittees have been consti-
tuted for dealing with dif-
ferent policy areas of the
Agreement in the review
and out of these, 5 Sub-
Committees have started
their discussions.

All the 5 Sub-Committee
reported the outcomes of
their discussions to the 4th
AITIGA Joint Committee.
Four of these Sub-Commit-
tees dealing with ‘National
Treatment and Market
Access’, ‘Rules of Origin/,
‘Standards, Technical Reg-
ulations and Conformity

Startup Strategy

Assessment Procedures’ and
‘Legal and Institutional
Issues’ also met physically
in Putrajaya, Malaysia along-
side the 4th AITIGA Joint
Committee.

The Sub-Committee on
Sanitary and Phytosanitary
had met earlier on May 3,
2024.

The Joint Committee pro-
vided necessary guidance to
the Sub-Committees.

Notably, the discussions
for review of AITIGA, to
make it more trade-facili-
tative and beneficial for
businesses across the region,
started in May 2023.

The Joint Committee
undertaking the review work
has met four times so far. The
Joint Committee finalised its
Terms of Reference and the
Negotiating Structure for
the review negotiations in its
first two meetings and ini-
tiated the negotiations for
review of AITIGA from its

third meeting held from 18-
19 February 2024 in New
Delhi.

The meeting was co-
chaired by Rajesh Agrawal,

Additional Secretary, Depart-

ment of Commerce, India
and Mastura Ahmad
Mustafa, Deputy Secretary
General (Trade), Ministry
of Investment, Trade & Indus-
try, Malaysia.

The delegates from India
and all 10 ASEAN countries
participated in the discus-
sions. ASEAN is one of the
major trade partners of India
with a share of 11 per cent
in India’s global trade.

The bilateral trade stood
at USD 122.67 Bn during
2023-24.The upgradation of

AITIGA will further boost

bilateral trade.

Both sides would next
meet for the 5th Joint Com-
mittee meeting from 29-31
July 2024 in Jakarta,
Indonesia.

‘India all set to
overtake Japan as
4th largest
economy by 2025’

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

Citing various macroeco-
nomic parameters that are
doing pretty well, India's
G20 Sherpaand former CEO
of Niti Aayog Amitabh Kant
projected that the countryis
all set to overtake Japan as
4th largest economy in the
world by 2025.

The size of India's GDP
is currently ranked 5th, after
the US, China, Germany,
and Japan. It overtook the UK
in 2022.

Just a decade ago, Indi-
an GDP was the eleventh
largestin the world. Currently,
India's GDP is estimated to
be around USD 3.7 trillion.

Some highlights of India's
journey to the top 5
economies of the world in
2024 from Fragile 5in 2013,
according to Kant, among
others, record GST collection,
over 8 per cent GDP growth
in the past three quarters,
trading in Indian currency
Rupee with various countries
(to be precise 27), inflation
at manageable levels.

The term Fragile 5 was
coined by aMorgan Stanley
analystin 2013 and refers to
asetoffive emerging coun-
tries, including India, whose
economy was notdoing well
back then. The other four
countries were Brazil, Indone-
sia, South Africa, and Turkey.

Double-digit growth in
the steel, cement, and auto-
mobile manufacturing sec-
tors; global leader in digital
public infrastructure, with
e-transactions surging to
134 billion, accounting for
46 per cent ofall global dig-
ital payments; accounts
opened under Jan Dhan,
Aadhaar and Mobile trinity
have over Rs 2.32 lakh crore
as current balance; average
annual inflation between
2013-14 and 2022-23
declined to 5 per cent from
8.2 per cent between 2003-
04 and 2013-14 are some
other things he attributed to
India's firm growth.

Firm GDP growth fore-
casts, inflation at manage-
able levels, political stabili-
ty at the central government
level, and appreciable cen-
tral bank monetary policy,
have all contributed to paint-
ing a bright picture for the
Indian economy in recent
quarters.

: SoundNMind burns

midnight oil to offer ‘Emotional Wellness’

RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 12 MAY

'SoundNMind', as a start-up
organisation, hasbeen active
for the past few years, work-
ingspecificallyin the domain
of mental health, spreadingand
embracing emotional well-
ness, under the slogan: “No
Health without Mental Health”.
It firmly believes that ‘Emotion’
plays a key role in moulding
our thoughts. And therefore,
to control thoughts and pol-
ish our emotions, Sound N
Mind has come up with assort-
ed breathing techniques,
induced with elemental sounds,
helping to calm down brain
waves. Irrespective of the type
and degree of mental trauma,
the mindful exercises offered
by Sound N Mind infuse a
relaxed state of mind, helping
to cope up with overwhelm-
ing moments in life, bestow-
ing one with positive affir-
mations and outlook towards
life and lifestyle. May being the
Mental Health Month, Sour-
ish Chowdhury, Founder-
mentor, Sound N Mind shares
his thoughts and visions, inan
interview with The States-
man.

Excerpts:

Q: How did the Sound
N Mind journey start?

Chowdhury: Since my child-
hood days, under the guidance
of my father, a doctor by pro-
fession, I had always wanted
to do something for the peo-
pleasthe cravingtohelp them
was always burning within
me. Having lost my father,
fighting against the clutch of
cancer, the pain, the enigma
oflosingmy fatherand the pas-
sion to help peopleinneed pre-
cipitated Sound NMind-The
power of healing. With the
firm belief that mental peace
andrefinementare the pillars
of overall developmentand har-
mony; [ have been imparting
mental wellness and self-rein-

K

stating sessions, primarily to
the Cancer patients, fighters
and caregivers coupled with
Autism (ASD), Senior citizens
and the Corporate Sector.[hope
to spread an awareness to
tackle and fight Stress - the hid-
den bane of the modern cen-
tury, which besets in the life
of many.

Q: You may have an
engineering background
(IT), but people may ask
if you are qualified enough
to conduct such courses,
before joining Sound N
Mind

Chowdhury: Havingworked
intop MNCsfor over 12 years,
including IBM, Siemens and
Cognizant and then starting
my own software firm, I decid-
ed to pursue a course on
applied psychology. I now
hold a Diploma in Modern
Applied Psychology (DMAP),
and also certified Profession-
al Life Coach,aMental Health
Practitioner, Master Life Coach,
Emotional Intelligence Life
Coach, Cognitive Behaviour-
al Life Coach & Mindfulness
Life Coach.

Q: What exactly do you
do through Sound N Mind?

Chowdhury: One in five
peoplein the workplace expe-
rience a mental health con-
dition, and while many employ-
ers are developing policies to
support a healthy workforce,
there is no shared vision for
mental health in the workplace.
Major hindrance in the work-
place is pointed out to be the
outcome of strenuous work
leading to stress and other
psycho-emotional depletions.
Sound N Mind establishes

sessions of emotional welfare
and intelligence through var-
ious assorted breathing prin-
ciples coupled with sound
guided mindfulness toning.

Similarly, teenageis afloat-
ingage, with aweighingmind
what matters to them the
mostis self-esteem and body
image. Symptoms of Depres-
sion in teens may manifest
themselves in different ways
than in adults due to the dif-
ferent social and develop-
mental challengesin everyday
life. Waylaid by associated
stress and anxiousness, it can
take a complete 360 degree turn
from the normal inclination
of the mind. Sound N Mind
anchors a model to alleviate
them through incorporating
the touch of Mindfulness and
Breathing with incantations,
toreduce theirinflammatory
response. Awareness of mind
and body emotional balance.

Then, factors related to
Anxiety and Depression are very
common with the elderly
denizens with hike in reports
of significant overlapping of
depressive and anxiousness
symptoms. Tarryingis common
in old age- they become slow
and dependent. Butunfortu-
nately in many nations and
societies, old age is often posed
asastageforothers, toactout
inarage. SoundNMind brings
fortharticulated breathing for
calming the mind and sound
guided mentalimagery method
to create the peaceful mental
ambience. SoundNMind also
conductsAcute ListeningAnd
Breathing Workshops for the
expecting mothers. In short,
we are cateringand imparting
holistic psychoemotional well-
ness. We are providing an
umbrella, for equipping peo-
ple to understand and evalu-
ate mental imbroglios at dif-
ferentstages and phases of their
lives.

Q: The month of May is
celebrated as the Mental

Health Month in many
parts of the world? What
is the significance and
what do you propose to do
during this time?

Chowdhury: Mayisatime
toraise awareness of those liv-
ingwith mental or behavioral
health issues and to help
reduce the stigma that so
many people experience. Main-
taining emotional and men-
tal wellness is key to living a
healthylife, and we allneed help
and guidance to do this. Thanks
to modern technology, there
are experienced counsellors,
psychologists, and psychiatrists
justaclick or a call away, and
one can opt for a telephonic
consult or avideo consult, as
per one’s comfort level. It is
clear that the pandemic has
increased the recognition as
well as receptivity of mental
health issues in our country
specificallyin the corporate sec-
tor. Being in this field and
being an integral part of this
mental health awareness cam-
paign, we believe that shining
light on a nebulous, but crit-
ical problem mustconcernus
beyond business asusual. The
pandemic brought all of us
together under the sameroof,
24x7, and this is not an easy
situation tolivein. Some of the
issues this has given rise to
include domestic violence,
alcohol & drug abuse, and
increased anxiety which has
also developed into depression.
We will have to start a fight
against these issues. In indi-
viduals with feelings ofhope-
lessness, worthlessness, self-
doubt, lowself-worth, difficulty
maintaining jobs and rela-
tionships are all common side-
effects of exposure tolong-term
stigma. We will strive to com-
bat stigma by actively protest-
ing it, by spreading aware-
ness via community pro-
grammes, and by not isolat-
ing & abandoning those with
mental health issues.
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CITY MAX(°C) MIN(°C)
SINGAPORE 33 24 H
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SAN FRANCISCO 13 10 R
NEW YORK 06 00 S
MOSCoOw -02 -02 H

S=sunny, CL= clear, H=hazy,
R=rainy...

Flash floods and cold lava
flow hit Indonesia“ s Suma-
tra island, killing at least
15 people: Heavy rains and
torrents of cold lava and
mud flowing down a vol-
cano’ s slopes on Indone-
sia’ s Sumatra island trig-
gered flash floods that
killed at least 15 people
and injured several others,
officials said Sunday. Mon-
soon rains and a major
mudslide from a cold lava
flow on Mount Marapi
caused a river to breach
its banks and tear through
mountainside villages in
Agam and Tanah Datar dis-
tricts in West Sumatra
province just before mid-
night on Saturday. The
floods swept away people
and submerged more than
100 houses and buildings,
National Disaster Manage-
ment Agency spokesper-
son Abdul Muhari said. Cold
lava, also known as lahar,
is @ mixture of volcanic
material and pebbles that
flow down a volcano s

slopes in the rain.

wounded,
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You know, there would be a ceasefire tomorrow if ... Hamas
released the hostages, women, the elderly, and the

U.S. PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN
ABOUT THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CEASEFIRE IN THE GAZA WAR

The Statesman

KOLKATA, MONDAY, 13 MAY 2024

. As Israel pushes deep into Rafah, Hamas

regroups elsewhere in ungoverned Gaza

Palestiniansreported heavylsraelibombardmentovernightinthe urbanJabaliyarefugee camp

ASSOCIATED PRESS
RAFAH, 12 MAY

sraeli forces were bat-
tling Palestinian mili-
tants across the Gaza
Strip on Sunday, includ-
ing in parts of the devastat-
ed north that the military
said ithad cleared months ago,
where Hamas has exploited
asecurity vacuum to regroup.

Israel has portrayed the
southern Gaza city of Rafah
as Hamas' last stronghold, say-
ingitmustinvadeinorderto
succeed in its goals of dis-
mantling the group and return-
ingscores ofhostages. Alim-
ited operation there has
expanded inrecent days, forc-
ing some 300,000 people to
flee and drawing warnings
from Egypt, where an official
saiditis putting the country’s
decades-old peace treaty with
Israel at risk.

But the rest of the war-rav-
aged territory seems to pro-
vide ample opportunities for
Hamas. Israel hasyet to offer
adetailed plan for postwar gov-
ernance in Gaza, saying only
that it will maintain open-
ended security control over
the coastal enclave, which is
home to some 2.3 million
Palestinians.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu hasrejected post-

-

war plans proposed by the
United States for the Pales-
tinian Authority, which admin-
isters parts of the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, to gov-
ern Gaza with support from
Arab and Muslim countries.
Those plans depend on
progress toward the creation
of a Palestinian state, some-
thing to which Netanyahu’s
government is deeply opposed.

With the two close allies
divided, Gaza has been left
without a functioning gov-
ernment, leading to a break-
down in public order and
allowing Hamas to reconsti-
tuteitselfin even the hardest-
hit areas.

The war began when
Hamas and other militants
attacked southern Israel on
Oct. 7, killing around 1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, and tak-
inganother 250 hostage. They
still hold about 100 captives
and the remains of more than
30, and internationally medi-
ated talks over a cease-fire and
hostage release appear to be
at a standstill.

Israel’s air, land and sea
offensive haskilled more than
35,000 Palestinians, mostly
women and children, accord-
ing to Gaza’'s Health Ministry;,
which doesn’t distinguish
between civilians and com-
batantsinits figures. Israel says

it has killed over 13,000 mil-
itants, without providing evi-
dence.

Palestinians reported heavy
Israeli bombardment
overnightin the urban Jabaliya
refugee camp and other areas
in the northern Gaza Strip,
which has suffered wide-
spread devastation and been
largely isolated by Israeli
forces for months. U.N. offi-
cialssay thereis a “full-blown
famine” there.

Residents said Israeli war-
planes and artillery struck
across the camp and the
Zeitoun area east of Gaza
City, where troops have been
battling Palestinian militants
for over a week. They have
called on tens of thousands
of people torelocate to near-
by areas.

“It was a very difficult
night,” said Abdel-Kareem
Radwan, a48-year-old Pales-
tinian from Jabaliya. He said
they could hear intense and
constant bombing since mid-
day Saturday. “This is mad-
ness.”

First responders with the
Palestinian Civil Defense said
they were unable to respond
tomultiple calls for help from
both areas, as well as from
Rafah.

Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari,
the top Israeli military

Risein UK knife attacksleads toacrackdownand stokes publicanxiety

AGENCIES
LONDON, 12 MAY

A familiar horror reached
Pooja Kanda first on social
media: There had been a
sword attackin London. And
then Kanda, who was home
alone at the time, saw a detail
she dreaded and knew all too
well.

A man with a sword had
killed a 14-year-old boy who
was walking to school. Two
years ago, her 16-year-old
son, Ronan, was killed by
two sword-wielding school-
mates while walking to a
neighbor’s to borrow a PlaySta-
tion controller.

“Ittook me back,” Kanda,
who lives near Birmingham,
said about Daniel Anjorin’s
April 30 killing in an attack
in London’s Hainault district
thatalso wounded four peo-
ple. “It’s painful to see that this
hashappened all over again.”

In parts of the world that
ban or strictly regulate gun
ownership, including Britain
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and much of the rest of
Europe, knives and other
types of blades are often the
weapons of choice used in
crimes. Many end up in the
hands of children, as they can
be cheap and easy to get.
Although the number of
fatal stabbings has mostly held
steady in England and Wales
over the past 10 years, head-
line-grabbing attacks and
an overallrise in knife crime
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have stoked anxieties and
led to calls for the government
to do more.
“Knife-enabled” crime —
in which knives were used to
commit crimes or someone
was caught illegally pos-
sessing one—rose 7% in Eng-
land and Wales last year,”
the government said last
month, noting some locali-
tieswere notincluded. In Lon-
don, such crimes jumped

Aparliamentary election runoftputs
hard-liners tirmlyin charge of Tran’s parliament

AGENCIES
DUBAI, 12 MAY

Iran’s hard-liners won most
of the remaining seats in an
election run-off to give them
full control over the country’s
parliament, authorities said
Saturday, while not sharing
any details on the turnout.
The result, and that of
the previous vote in March,
gives hard-liners 233 of the
290 seats in Iran’s parlia-
ment, according to an Asso-
ciated Press tally.
Hard-liners seek more
cultural and social restrictions
based on Islamic sharia,
including demanding that
women wear the Islamic veil
in public. They also express
enmity toward the West, par-
ticularly the United States.
Those politicians calling
for change in the country’s
government, known broad-
ly as reformists, were generally

barred from running in the
election. Those calling for rad-
ical reforms or for aban-
doning Iran’s theocratic sys-
tem were also banned or
didn’t bother to register as can-
didates.

Vote counting began after
the ballots closed late Friday,
with the election authority
publishing the names of the
winners the day after.

Interior minister Ahmad
Vahidi said Saturday the elec-

tion saw “good participa-
tion,” without elaborating.

“All elected people have
had a relatively good and
acceptable” number of votes,
he said.

The result requires
approval by a constitution-
al watchdog. It is expected
next week. The new parlia-
mentwill begin its job on May
27.

The parliament in Iran
plays a secondary role in
governing the country though
it can intensify pressure on
the administration when
deciding on the annual budg-
etand otherimportantbills.
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei has the final say
in allimportant state matters.

In March, a total of 25 mil-
lion ballots were cast, for a
turnout of justunder41%, the
lowest since the 1979 Islam-
ic Revolution that brought
Islamists to power.

20%. The other two U.K.
countries, Scotland and
Northern Ireland, keep their
own statistics.

With knives so readily
available, there’s only so
much that can be done. Of
the 244 fatal stabbings in
England and Wales in the 12
months ending with March
2023 — the most recent fig-
ures available — 101 were
committed with kitchen
knives, far surpassing any
other type of blade, accord-
ing to the Office of National
Statistics. But the uptick in
knife crime and a steady
drumbeat of shocking attacks,
including those that killed
Ronan Kanda, Daniel Anjorin
and three people in Not-
tingham lastyear, has pushed
the issue to the forefront.

“It seems like every day
somethinglike this is report-
ed in the press,” Sanjoy O’'Mal-
ley-Kumar, whose 19-year-old
daughter Grace O’Malley-
Kumar was among the Not-
tingham victims, said on

“Good Morning Britain” after
therecentattackin London.

In last week’s local elec-
tions, candidates debated
policies such as stop-and-
search.

Even movie star Idris Elba
has weighed in.

“I can pick up a phone right
now, type in knives and I'll
get inundated with adverts
forthem,” the London-born
star of “TheWire” and “Luther”
said during a protest in Jan-
uary. Guns are heavily restrict-
edinthe U.K. and there’snot
much debate aboutit. That’s
partly because the 1996 mas-
sacre of 16 elementary stu-
dents in Dunblane, Scot-
land, led to aban on owning
handguns. Firearms used for
hunting are tightly regulat-
ed. Restricting knivesis trick-
ier, but the governmentis try-
ing. It’s already illegal to sell
a knife to someone younger
than 18 or to carry one in pub-
licwithout a good reason, such
as for work or religious pur-
poses.

spokesman, said thatin addi-
tion to Jabaliya and Zeitoun,
forces were also operatingin
Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun.
The two towns near Gaza’s
northern border with Israel
were heavily bombed in the
opening days of the war.

The military “is now going
into Jabaliya for the second
time and into Zeitoun for the
third time, and it will continue
to go in and out,” columnist
Ben Caspit wrote in Israel’s
Maariv daily, channeling the
growing frustration felt by
many Israelis more than seven
months into the war.

“Hamas’ regime cannot
be toppled without preparing
an alternative to thatregime,”
he wrote, drawing compar-
isonswith the American wars
inIraq and Afghanistan. “The
only people who can govern
Gaza after the war are Gazans,
with alotofsupportand help
from the outside.”

The United Nations’ agency
for Palestinian refugees, the
main provider of aid in Gaza,
said 300,000 people have fled
Rafah since the operation
began there. Most are head-
ing to the heavily damaged
nearby city of Khan Younis or
Mawasi, a crowded tent camp
on the coast where some
450,000 people are already liv-
ing in squalid conditions.

Russia says it has captured 5
villages in north-east Ukraine,
more than 1,700 civilians flee

AGENCIES
UKRAINE, 12 MAY

Moscow’s forces captured
five villages in a renewed
ground assaultin northeast-
ern Ukraine, the Russian
Defense Ministry said Satur-
day, and Associated Press
journalists in the city of
Vovchansk described multi-
plebuildings destroyed after
Russian airstrikes and barrages
of Grad rockets.

Ukrainian officials didn’t
confirmwhether Russian had
taken the villages, which lie
in a contested “gray zone”
on the border of Ukraine’s
Kharkiv region and Russia.

Ukrainian journalists
reported that the villages of
Borysivka, Ohirtseve, Pylnaand
Strilecha were taken by Russ-
ian troops on Friday. Russia
said the village of Pletenivka
was also taken.

In an evening statement
Saturday, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said fighting was still ongo-
ing in the settlements of
Strilecha and Pletenivka, as well
as Krasne, Morokhovets, Oli-
inykove, Lukyantsi and
Hatyshche. “Our troops are car-
rying out counterattacks there
for a second day, protecting
Ukrainian territory,” he said.

The Institute for the Study
of War said Friday that geolo-
cated footage confirms at

least one of the villages was
seized. TheWashington-based
think tank described recent
Russian gains as “tactically sig-
nificant.”

Therenewed assaulton the
region has forced more than
1,700 civilians residingin set-
tlements near the fighting to
flee, according to Ukrainian
authorities. It comes after
Russia stepped up attacks in
March targeting energy infra-
structure and settlements,
which analysts predicted were
aconcerted effort by Moscow
to shape conditions for an
offensive.

On Saturday, Russia con-
tinued to pummel Vovchan-
sk with airstrikes and Grad
rockets as police and volun-
teers raced to evacuate resi-
dents. Atleast 20 people were
evacuated to safetyinanear-
by village. Police said that
900 people had been evacu-
ated the previous day.

AP journalists who accom-
panied an evacuation team
described empty streets with
multiple buildings destroyed
and others on fire. The road
was littered with newly made
craters and the city was cov-
ered in dust and shrapnel
with the smell of gunpow-
der heavy in the air. Mush-
room clouds of smoke rose
across the skyline as Russ-
ianjets conducted multiple
airstrikes.

Saudi Crown Prince postpones Islamabad visit yet
again amid raging political turmoil in Pakistan

AGENCIES

ISLAMABAD, 12 MAY

The much-awaited visit of
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
mad Bin Salman Al Saud to Pak-
istan on May 19 has been
postponed, yet again.

While the Pakistan gov-
ernment, which has been
preparing for the high-profile
visit for weeks, remains
tightlipped on the reasons
behind its postponement,
sources reveal that MBS is
quite unhappy with the cur-
rent situation in the country.

They revealed that the
Saudi Crown Prince remains
quite upset with the political
developments in Pakistan,
particularly with the recent
statements made by some
leaderswhich have been seen
asanattempt to drag SaudiAra-
bia in the country's internal
matters.

Recently, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTT) leader Sher Afzal

Marwat blamed the 'Saudi
influence' behind him not
being considered for the Chair-
man's post of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC).

"Shibli Faraz told Imran
Khan in jail that the Saudi
Ambassador doesnotwantme
to be appointed as the PAC
chairman," Marwat said while
speaking to the media outside
Adyala jail in Rawalpindi,
where he was denied a meet-
ing with the former Prime
Minister. Last month, Marwat
claimed that Saudi Arabiawas
a "conduit" for the regime
change operation carried out
by the United States to oust
Imran Khan's government
followingwhich PTTremoved
him from its core and politi-
cal committee and also issued
ashow-causenotice on trying
to damage relations with Saudi

smack of domestic political
point-scoring. Marwat has
directlyaccused Saudi Arabia
for meddling in Pakistan pol-
iticsand the Saudis do not tol-
erate such behaviour," said sen-
ior political analyst Javed Sid-
dique while admitting that
the cancellation of MBS' visit
to Pakistan is a big "setback"
for the country. On the other
hand, government sources
maintain that there are some
points on the economic front
which still need to be cleared
between both parties before
MBS finalises his Pakistan
visit. They maintained that
Saudi investors and busi-
nessmen, who recently toured
Pakistan, are interested in
some projects but the terms
of the agreement have not
yet been finalised.

Arabia.

"It is certain that Saudji
Arabia is unhappy over the
remarks made by Marwat that

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

NIS looking into N Korea's suspected
provision of weapons to Russia

AGENCIES
SEOUL, 12 MAY

South Korea's spy agency
on Sunday said it is looking
into suspicions that North
Korean weapons made in
the 1970s have been supplied
to Russia forits war in Ukraine
amid deepening military
cooperation between
Pyongyang and Moscow.

The remark by the Nation-
al Intelligence Service (NIS)
cameinresponse to arecent
report by alocal media out-
let that 122 mm artillery
shells manufactured in the
Northin the 1970s appeared
tobe among the weapons that
Russia used in its ongoing war
against Kyiv, Yonhap news
agency reported.

"The NISis analysing the
relevant circumstance in
detail and also continues to
track overall military coop-

Sk
eration between North Korea
and Russia," the spy agency
said.

Photos released by a
Ukrainian photographer last
year showed Korean letters
inscribed on rocket shells.
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Experts said they were like-
ly 122 mm multiple rocket
launcher shells.

South Korea's Defense
Minister Shin Won-sik has also
estimated the North to have
shipped around 6,700 con-

tainers to Russia since a sum-
mit between their leaders
in September, which are
enough to accommodate
approximately three million
rounds of 152 mm artillery
shells or 500,000 rounds of
122 mm artillery shells.

The NIS also said it is
closely monitoring the pos-
sibility of illicit shipment of
missile parts to North Korea
amid concerns it may be
procuring such parts to devel-
Op new weapons.

On Saturday, North Korea
said thatitwould deploy anew
240 mm multiple rocket
launcher to its military start-
ing this year, a day after
leader Kim Jong-un over-
saw a test-firing of control-
lable shells for "the techni-
cally updated version" of
the 240 mm multiple rock-
etlauncher system, accord-
ing to state media.

Switzerland’s Nemo wins 68th Eurovision Song Contest after event roiled by protests over war in Gaza

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SWEDEN, 12 MAY

Swiss singer Nemo won the
68th Eurovision Song Contest
early Sunday with “The Code,”
an operatic pop-rap ode to the
singer’s journey toward
embracinganongenderiden-
tity.

Switzerland’s contestant
beat Croatian rocker Baby
Lasagna to the title by win-
ning the most points from a
combination of national juries
and viewers around the world.
Nemo, 24, is the first nonbi-
narywinner of the contest that
has long been embraced as
asafe haven by the LGBT com-
munity. Nemo is also the first
Swiss winner since 1988,
when Canadian chanteuse
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Celine Dion competed under
the Swiss flag.

“Thank you so much,”
Nemo said after the result from
Saturday’s final was
announced soon after mid-
night. “I' hope this contest can
live up to its promise and con-
tinue to stand for peace and
dignity for every person.”

At a post-victory news
conference, Nemo expressed
pride in accepting the trophy
for “people thataredaringto
be themselves and people
thatneed to be heard and need
to be understood. We need
more compassion, we need
more empathy.”

Nemo’s victory in the
Swedish city of Malmo fol-
lowed a turbulentyear for the
pan-continental pop con-

test that saw large street
protests against the partici-
pation of Israel that tipped the
feelgood musical celebra-
tion into a chaotic pressure
cooker overshadowed by the

war in Gaza.

Hours before the final,
Dutch competitor Joost Klein
was expelled from the con-
test over a backstage alter-
cation that was being inves-

CM

tigated by police.

Nemo —fullname Nemo
Mettler — bested finalists
from 24 other countries, who
all performed in frontofalive
audience of thousands and

K

an estimated 180 million
viewers around the world.
Each contestant had three
minutes to meld catchy tunes
and eye-popping spectacle
into performances capable of
winning the hearts of view-
ers. Musical styles ranged
across rock, disco, techno
and rap — sometimes a
mashup of more than one.
Israeli singer Eden Golan,
who spent Eurovision week
in Malmo under tight secu-
rity, took the stage to a wall
ofsound —boos mixed with
cheers — to perform the
power ballad “Hurricane.”
Golan shotup the odds table
through the week, despite
the protests thatherappear-
ance drew, and ended in fifth
place behind Nemo, Baby

Lasagna, Ukrainian duo aly-
ona alyona & Jerry Heil, and
French singer Slimane.

Eurovision organizers
ordered a change to the orig-
inal title of her song, “Octo-
ber Rain” —an apparent ref-
erence to the Oct. 7 Hamas
attack thatkilled about 1,200
peopleinIsrael and triggered
the war in Gaza.

The show was typically
eclectic Eurovision fare, rang-
ing from the pop-zombie
folk hybrid of Estonia’s 5Mii-
nust x Puuluup to the folk-
inflected power pop of Greece's
Marina Satti and Armenia’s
Ladaniva and the goofy 1990s
nostalgia of Finland’s Win-
dows95man, who emerged
from a giant onstage egg
wearing very little clothing.

My client, fnil Dharwa is the one ol the pond
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15 (Fifteen) chitiack and 4 (Four) square Feet
ba (i sasma Blke more or less, lying siluabe af
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Ramianu Lahin Sarani (formearty 478, Block C
Mew Alipore], Post office- New Alpore, Police
Station-New Alpora, under Wand Mo. 81 within
tha lemits of tha Kolkata Municipal Comporabion
Kolkata- 00063, Distict South 2 Parganas
have lostimspiaced one of original lite Deed
with respect ko the aloressid proparly beng
inclenture dabed 268h Juna, 1996 regisisrad in
thia Ofice of Additional Hegisirar of
Assurances-l, Calcutia and recordad in Book
nG. |, baing Dead no. 3638 for the year 1996
This leaa'msplacament of ihe said dead was
recorded as 8 General Diary vide GDE no. 804
dated 10,04 3024 wilh MNew Alipore Polica
Staticn

Any person or any olher entity or
Bank/Financaal Instilution having any clam,
right, fille andlor inberesl in the aforesaid
propesty should lodge & claim with me within 15
Danys from ihes dabe faling which no such ciaim
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24/5, Ustad Enayed Avenue, Kolata-T00017
Mob. S038981 3407001487401
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ﬁlStI‘athI’l of |
no longer

compulsory in
UP: High court

PRAYAGRAJ, 12 MAY

In a major judgment, the
Allahabad High Court has
held that the registration ofa
will is not necessary in Uttar
Pradesh.

The state governmenthad
made registration of wills
mandatory from August 23,
2004. "Willsin Uttar Pradesh
are not required to be regis-
tered and a will, for its non-
registration, will not be void
whether before or after the
Uttar Pradesh Amendment
Act, 2004," the court said.

Adivisionbench of Justices
Siddhartha Varma and Ajit
Kumar held that Section 169(3)
of the Uttar Pradesh Zamin-
dari Abolition and Land
Reforms Actwill bevoid to the
extentit provides for the reg-
istration of a will.

The High Court made it
clear that a will, shall not be
considered invalid if it is not
registered.

The bench pronounced
the verdictwhile disposing of
a "reference" senttoitbythe
Chief Justice in a petition
filed by Pramila Tiwari.

The High Court held that
Section 169(3) of the Uttar
Pradesh ZamindariAbolition
and Land Reforms Act, 1950,
in so far as it requires a will
tobe compulsorily registered,
iscontraryto the Indian Reg-
istration Act, 1908, which
makes the registration ofawill
optional. Hence, the courtheld
that the amendment of Sec-
tion 169(3) of the 1950 Act to
the extent thatitrequires a will
tobe compulsorily registered
isvoid and accordingly, struck
down the said part.

In the Shobhnath case,
the High Court had said the
registration of awill wasnec-
essary after thelaw came into
force. But in the Jahan Singh
case, itwas said awillbecomes
effective after death and there-
fore, itshould be registered at
the time of presentation.

AGENCIES

Shahtargets Gandhi
familyinRaeBareli

One Nation One Election’ policy shall give gov-
ernments more time to work for the people

TRIPURA CHIEF MINISTER MANIK SAHA
DURING A MEETING

B
India

He asked why Gandhifamily had visited Rae Bareliafter remainingabsentfor5yrs

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAE BARELI, 12 MAY

nion Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah on

Sunday targeted

the Gandhi family
during an election meeting
in the party's stronghold
here.

Mr Shah began by ques-
tioning why the Gandhi fam-
ily had visited Rae Bareli after
remaining absent for five
years and sought answers
from them.

He asserted that only the
BJP could bring develop-
ment to Rae Bareli. "The
money from Sonia Gandhi's
development fund is spenton
the party's vote bank, accus-
ing the Gandhi family of util-
ising the MP fund in Rae
Bareli solely on minorities."

He also questioned Rahul
Gandhi's decision to aban-
don the Amethi seat to con-

test from Rae Bareli.
Addressinga gatheringin
support of BJP candidate
and UP minister Dinesh Prat-
ap Singh in the Congress
stronghold, Shah sought
answers from the Gandhi
family, especially Priyanka
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. He
questioned their absence
duringvarious tragic incidents,
such as the boiler explosion
in NTPCwhich claimed many
lives, the Bachhrawan train

accidentin which 50 people
died, and the drowning of five
girls. There was no trace of the
family even during the Coro-
na epidemic, he added.
Cornering the Congress on
the issue of reservation, the
Union Home Minister said
that as long as there is even
asingle BJP MP in Parliament,
the reservation for Dalits and
backward classes will not
end. He said that the Congress
always tellslies. He raised the

Preparation complete for Modi’s
roadshow & nominationin Kashi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
VARANASI, 12 MAY

All preparations are com-
plete for a grand road show
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Kashi on May 13
and filing of his nomination
on 14 May.

According to an estimate
by party resources, PM Modi
will stayin his parliamentary
constituency for about 22
hours. He will undertake a 5
km road show on Monday
evening in his parliamen-
tary constituency. He will file
his nomination on 14 May
after taking the blessings of
Kotwal Kalbhairav of Kashi.
On this day, there is a coin-
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cidence of Bhaum Pushya
Nakshatra along with Abhi-
jeetMuhurta, Anand Yoga, Sar-
varthasiddhi Yoga.

Pandit Ganeshwar Shas-
tri Dravid, who gave the aus-
picious time for the conse-
cration and foundation stone
laying of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, has described the
auspicious time of 14 May as
the best. According to Ganesh-
war Shastri Dravid, Pushya

Nakshatra will start from
01:43 amon 13 May, and will
continue till 3:10 pm on 14
May. After this Ashlesha
Nakshatra will start. Accord-
ing to the horoscope of PM
both the constellations are
favourable for him.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday inau-
gurated the media centre at
Hotel de Paris in Cantt area.
He garlanded the portraits of
Deendayal Upadhyay and
Pandit Syama Prasad Mook-
erjee. Here, he met media-
persons and asked about
theirwell being. All the press
conferences related to the
elections of the PM will be held
in this office from now on.

issue of Section 370 in Jammu
and Kashmir and said that the
Congress feels that its removal
was wrong. "You all tell me
whether the removal of Arti-
cle370waswrong," he asked
the people.

"Congressleaders, whether
Mani Shankar Aiyar or other
leaders are praising Pakistan
and saying that talks should
be held with Pakistan. How
can one talk to someone who
kills our soldiers? Not only this,
these leaders say that Pakistan
says that Rahul Gandhi should
become the Prime Minister
of the country", he alleged.

Amit Shah asserted that
during the Samajwadi Party's
tenurein the state, there was
rampant goondaraj. Today, the
mafia raj has completely
ended. The atmosphere at the
packed GIC ground was
charged with enthusiasm
when Shah attacked the
Gandhi family.

Will declare UP a matiafree
stateafter4June,says Yogi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 12 MAY

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has warned
the mafia and said that after
4 June, the state government
will give a fixed cut-off date
to declare UP a mafia-free
state. He said the properties
acquired by all mafialeaders
will be confiscated and allot-
ted to the poor, orphans,
women protection homes
and institutions for the dis-
abled.

The CM made this big
announcement during an
interview on a private TV
channel on Sunday.

In this interview, CM
Adityanath also talked open-
ly about the action taken
against mafia and opposi-
tion leaders.

He said that hospitals and
schools will be built on theille-
gallands of the mafia. ''In the
first phase, the mafia will be
targeted and in the second
phase, properties of their
operatives will also be con-
fiscated. Our action planis also

ready for this,” he has said.

The Chief Minister also
answered the question relat-
ed to senior Samajwadi Party
leader and former minister
Azam Khan. On the allegations
of running bulldozers on
Azam Khan's properties, the
CM said, “As you do, so shall
youreap, whetheritis Azam
Khan or any mafia leader.
They hindered the develop-
ment of the state. Therefore
action was taken against such
people."

Inresponse to a question,
Adityanath said thatwhoev-
er triggers riots in the state,
will be punished. "Those
who are involved in riots in
UPwill have to pay damages
for seven generations. Today,
the sisters and daughters of
the state are safe,” he said. In

Gasand mud mix eruptsinImphal

West during digging, probe begins

AGENCIES
IMPHAL, 12 MAY

The districtadministration in
Manipur's Imphal West asked
the ailing and people with
health issues to shift to safer
places after the eruption of
a mixture of gas and mud in
Langthabal Kunja Awang
Leikai area since Saturday
created a potential hazard, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
District officials said that
the flare-up of a mixture of gas
and mud was largely con-
trolled on Sundaybut efforts
were on to fully end it. Dis-
trict Magistrate Kiran Kumar
said that the eruption occurred
on the land of Yurembam

The situation is cur-
rently under inspec-
tion by a team of the
SDRF and technical
experts

Manihar as workers were dig-
ging to set up a hand pump
for domestic use, affecting the
environment, including air
quality. The situation is cur-
rently under inspection by a
team of State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) and
technical experts to find out
the causes, the composition
of erupted material, and the
consequences of the inci-
dent on lives and the envi-
ronment.

The situation is under
proper scientific observa-
tion, the DM said in an order,

adding that to avoid any
potential hazards to thelives
of the peoplelivingin the vicin-
ity, they are advised to take
certain precautionary as well
as preventive actions. Con-
sidering the circumstances,
people (especially those hav-
ing breathing issues due to
asthma or past Covid histo-
ry, small children or infants,
or those in advanced stages
of pregnancy), residing in
the vicinity of the location
(within aradius of 100 metres),
were instructed to shift to a
safer place until further
instruction, the order read.

‘20pc candidates havecriminal cases, 37pcarecrorepatisin 5thphasein UP’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 12 MAY

Around 20 per cent of the can-
didates contesting Lok Sabha
election in Uttar Pradesh in
phase 5 have criminal cases
registered against them while
37 per cent are crorepatis.

Uttar Pradesh Election
Watch, (UPEW) and Associ-
ation for Democratic Reforms(
ADR) analyzed the affidavits
of all 144 candidates con-
testingin the fifth phase of Lok
Sabha elections in UP from
14 constituencies.

The constituencies are:
Lucknow, Mohanlalganj, Rae
Bareli, Amethi, Jalaun, Jhan-
si, Hamirpur, Banda, Faheh-
pur, Kaushambi, Barabanki,
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Faizabad, Kaiserganj and
Gonda. Accordingto thereport
released here on Sunday, 29
out of 144 (20 per cent ) can-
didates have declared crim-
inal cases against themselves
while 18 per cent of the can-
didates have declared serious
criminal cases against them-
selves.

Party-wise details of can-
didates who have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves are ~ 5 out of 14 from
Bahujan Samaj Party (36per
cent), 4 outof 14 from BJP (29
per cent ), 5 out of 10 from
Samajwadi Party (50 per cent
),3outof4 (75 per cent) can-
didates of Congress and 1
outof4 (25per cent) candidates
of Apna Dal (Kemerawadi). A

Polling officials Ieave after coIIectlng EVMs and other election
Mmaterials on the eve of the fourth phase of the Lok Sabha

polls, in Kanpur on Sunday ANI

total of 29 per cent of Bahu—
jan Samaj Party, 21 per cent
of BJP, 40per cent of Samajwadi
Party, 75 per cent of Congress

and 25 per cent of Apna Dal

(Kamerawadi) candidates
have declared serious crim-
inal cases against themselves.

Ravidas Malhotra, who is
contesting from Lucknowon
Samajwadi Party, has 18 crim-
inal cases registered against
him, the second candidate with
criminal image is Pradeep
Jain Aditya, who is the Con-
gress candidate from Jhansi,
he has sixcriminal casesreg-
istered against him. Bhagat
Ram is at number 3, a candi-
date from Kaiserganj from
Samajwadi Party against whom
one criminal case has been reg-
istered.

The report further says
thatamong the crorepati can-
didates, 53 outof144ie 37 per
cent candidates are crorepatis
which includes 13 out of 14
(93per cent) of BJB, 10 out of
10 (100per cent) of SP, 10 out

of 14 (71per cent) of BSP
while 4 out of 4 (100per cent)
candidates of Congress.

The average assets of the
candidates of the fifth phase
of UP Lok Sabha elections are
worth Rs. 4.37 crore. Among
the main parties, the average
assets of 14 candidates of BJP
are around Rs 28 crore. The
average assets of 14 candidates
of BSP are around Rs. 5 crore.
SP candidates' average wealth
isRs4 croreswhile 4 Congress
candidates have average
wealth of around Rs 9 crore.
Among the candidates for
the fifth phase of Lok Sabha
elections, Anurag Sharma is
contesting on BJP ticket from
Jhansiand has assets around
Rs 212 crore while his party

candidate Karan Bhushan
Singh, contesting from Kaiser-
ganj has assets of Rs 49 crore.
Gonda Lok Sabha seat BJP
candidate Kirtivardhan Singh
has assets worth around Rs 37
crore. State convenor of UP
Election Watch, Santosh Sri-
vastava said the top three
candidates who have declared
the least assets are Dharam-
raj, who is contesting from
Hamirpur Lok Sabha seat
from Al Hind Party (total
assets of Rs 20,000), his party
candidate Deepak Kumar
Verma from Jhansiis at the sec-
ond place(Rs 22,000) and at
third place is Ambrish Dev
Gupta, whois contesting from
Bharat Mahaparivar Party
from Faizabad (Rs 32,000).

response to another question,
he said that ''now a criminal
isforced to beg for his life with
aplacard around his neck. We
have provided a fear-free
environment in the state."

When some Islamic fun-
damentalists spoke about
Ghazwa-e-Hind, the CM said,
"Ghazwa-e-Hind is not going
to happen until doomsday.
India will remain India." On
the call of Congress leader
Salman Khurshid's niece for
votejihad, Yogi Adityanath said
that "ifyoudojihad forvotes,
you will not get heaven''.

He said that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has kept
aside caste and religion and
gave the benefits of social wel-
fare schemes to everyone.
""Those who are trying to
polarise our society, can never
be well-wishers of Muslims.
They will always want Mus-
lims to wear lungi and run,”
he said.

Chief Minister Adityanath
took adigat the Congress and
Rahul Gandhi and said that
after 4 June, there will be no
one to question them.

INS Delhi & Shakti
make port call

at Malgysm 'S
Kota Kinabalu

NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

Indian Naval Ships (INS)
Delhi and Shakti arrived for
port calls at Malaysia's Kota
Kinabalu on Sunday, as part
of the operational deploy-
ment of the Indian Navy's East-
ern Fleet to South China Sea.

The ships will engage with
the Royal Malaysian Navy on
various professional inter-
actions to include Subject
Matter Expert Exchanges
(SMEE), cross-ship visits and
visits to training bases over
the next three days.

The port call is a demon-
stration of India's warm ties
with Malaysia and the grow-
ing naval collaboration
between the two countries.

The Indian Naval Ships
arrived from Singapore where
theyundertook various bilat-
eral engagements earlier in the
week, reaffirming the com-
mitment to enhance mar-
itime security and stability in
the region.

The visit provided an
opportunity for discussions
on enhancing naval cooper-
ation and interoperability
between the navies of both
India and Singapore. AGenciEs
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Paoint Nurses Centre
-4113, 9831142623
People’s Relief Committes
2280-4543 /9444

24 hrs Medical Oxygen
Delivery

BOC India Ltd. S8312TT7T77T

Blood Banks

Ashok Laboratory 24720333
Central Blood Bank 23510619 Lake: 2387-5293;

NEED TO KNOW

Ambulance

FD Block Association (Amb)
QR30452536, 9830181286
Happy Calcuttans 24400160

Peo
245

2475363635
Police, Fire

423005
333371311

Life Cara 2 284-6540

les Blood Bank

5164/ 5557

HE Mission Seva Pratisthan

5.P (5outh 24-Pgns) 24T9-

Bhawani Bhawan
2479176179, 24791933
Fire Service Station Salt

2497 -6285

Civic Services
Kolkata Municipal

Corporation: 1286-1000

Water: 2543-1602

Caloutta Telephones

Changed NMumber
Announcement
1951.1952.1953

Taxi Refusal

Lalbarar (Pollce Control
Room) 22143230
5. B (Morth 24-Pgnis)

reglstration

Howrah 2666-8111; Bahala

SMS 5T5T56: Complaint and

Police Toll Free No, 10T3
Transport Deptt. Mo,
4510718

CESC Fault Reporting
1912 and 4403-1912

Trains

Howrah Statson Cdd Complex
133171332 {Auto Tel
Numbers), 1310, 2638
T412/354 277581 (manual).
Sealdah: 2350-3535/3537
Shalimar Station: 2668-1121,
Eastern Railway and Sowth-
Eastern Rallway: 139,
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TheStatesman,
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o describes the northeast
as a land of separatists,
where the residents often
remain reluctant to partici-

pate in any national event, including
the general elections? While a declining
voters’ turnout emerged in various
parts of India during the last three
phases of the 18th Lok Sabha polls, the
north-eastern region showcased an
excellent voter response in a peaceful
ambience, except in some areas of
Manipur. The sensitive voters have
thus shown their inherent commit-
ment to the nation by participating in
the greatest electoral show on Earth
with unparalleled enthusiasm.

The land-locked region sends 25
members to the lower house of parlia-
ment, and the electorates exercised
their franchises through electronic vot-
ing machines in all three phases, with
more than 10 per cent more voter
turnout than the national average.
Assam, the largest state in the North-
east, witnessed fully peaceful and par-
ticipatory polling in the final phase on
7 May for four parliamentary con-
stituencies, namely Guwahati, Barpeta,
Dhubri, and Kokrajhar, with over 80
per cent voter turnout, which is nearly
15 per cent higher than the recorded
electoral participations by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) in other
parts of the south Asian nation.

Altogether, 93 Lok Sabha seats
belonging to 11 states and union terri-
tories went to the polls in the 3rd
phase. The voters of Gujarat (25 seats),
Karnataka (14 seats), Maharashtra (11
seats), Uttar Pradesh (10 seats), Mad-
hya Pradesh (8 seats), Chhattisgarh (7
seats), Bihar (5 seats), West Bengal (4
seats), Goa (2 seats), Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu (2 seats), and
Jammu and Kashmir (1 seat) had
already confirmed their mandates to
the preferred representatives out of
1,331 nominees belonging to national
and regional political parties (includ-
ing a few independent candidates).

After four more phases of polling
scheduled for 13, 20, 25 May and 1
June, the counting of votes will take
place on 4 June, and the results are
expected the same day. According to
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the ECI, polling in the 3rd phase
recorded 64.4 per cent voter turnout
nationally, where Assam topped the list
with an 81.61 per cent electoral
response, followed by West Bengal
(75.79 per cent), Goa (75.20 per cent),
Chhattisgarh (71.06 per cent), Kar-
nataka (70.41 per cent), Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu (69.87 per
cent), Madhya Pradesh (66.05 per
cent), Maharashtra (61.44 per cent),
Gujarat (58.98 per cent), Bihar (58.18
per cent), and Uttar Pradesh (57.34 per
cent).

The first two phases on 19 and 26
April (covering 102 and 88 parliamen-
tary seats, respectively) recorded voter
turnout as 66.14 and 66.71 per cent,
respectively, while Assam reported far
better (78.25 and 77.35, respectively)
polling percentages. Tripura, Megha-
laya, Sikkim, and Manipur also record-
ed impressive polling (over 75 per cent)
in the 1st and 2nd phases. Nagaland,
even after six districts voted zero,
recorded around 57 per cent polling
for the lone parliamentary seat. The
voters of Arunachal Pradesh success-
fully exercised their franchise to elect
two MPs and 50 legislators, with a
turnout of around 67 per cent. Mizo-
ram witnessed peaceful polling for the
lone parliamentary seat, but it record-
ed only 55 per cent turnout.

The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) put candidates in all ten parlia-
mentary seats in Assam in the first and
second phases, but the saffron party
fielded only one nominee (Bijuli Kalita
Medhi for the Guwahati LS seat) in the
last phase. It extended support to its
alliance candidates, namely Phani
Bhusan Choudhury (Asom Gana
Parishad) for the Barpeta seat, Zabed
Islam (AGP) for Dhubri, and Jayanta
Basumtary (United People’s Party Lib-
eral) for the Kokrajhar constituency.
The former women's wing chief of
Assam state primarily faces an elec-
toral challenge from Indian National
Congress candidate Mira Borthakur
Goswami in Guwahati.

In Barpeta, the AGP legislator
faces Deep Bayan (Congress),
Manoranjan Talukdar (a CPM legisla-
tor), and a few others, whereas in
Dhubri, the AGP nominee challenges
sitting All India United Democratic

Front MP Moulana Badruddin Ajmal
and Congress legislator Rakibul Hus-
sain in the westernmost constituency.
The nomination of sitting Kokrajhar
MP Naba Kr Sarania was cancelled,
and hence the electoral battle in the
Bodo-dominated constituency
emerged as a triangular contest, where
the UPPL nominee faces challenges
from Kampa Borgoyary (Bodoland
People’s Front) and Garjan Mashhary
(Congress).

In the 2nd phase, the BJP's sitting
MP Dilip Saikia faces electoral chal-
lenges from Madhav Rajbangshi (Con-
gress) and Durgadas Boro (BPF) in the
Darrang-Udalguri seat. The Diphu seat
witnesses frontal electoral fights
between Amarsing Tisso (BJP) and Joy
Ram Engleng (Congress). In Silchar,
state minister Parimal Suklabaidya
faced Surya Kanta Sarkar (Congress)
and Radheshyam Biswas (Trinamul
Congress). The Congress party is
expecting positive outcomes in the
Nagaon and Karimganj seats. The sit-
ting MP Pradyut Bordoloi primarily
faces Aminul Islam (AIUDF) and
Suresh Borah (BJP) in Nagaon, and in
Karimganj, the oldest party fielded
Hafiz Rashid Ahmed Choudhury
against Sahabul Islam Choudhury
(ATUDF) and Kripanath Malla (BJP).

During the 1st phase, union min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal faced elec-
toral challenges from Manoj Dhanowar
(Aam Aadmi Party) and Lurinjyoti
Gogoi (Asom Jatiya Parishad) in the
Dibrugarh seat. Another Rajya Sabha
member, Kamakhya Prasad Tasa, had a
direct contest with Roselina Tirkey
(Congress) in Kaziranga. Similarly, in
Sonitpur (earlier named Tezpur), BJP
candidate Ranjit Dutta was challenged
by Prem Lal Ganju (Congress) and
Rishiraj Kaundinya (AAP). Sitting saf-
fron MP Pradan Barua primarily faced
challenges from Uday Shankar Hazari-
ka (Congress) in Lakhimpur. Jorhat
seat attracted public attention as two
sitting MPs, namely Gaurav Gogoi
(who represented the now-delimited
Kaliabor seat) and sitting saffron MP
Tapan Gogoi, contested with high
promises.

Altogether, 88 parliamentary con-
stituencies across 13 states and union
territories (including Kerala, Karnata-

ka, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal, Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, and Jammu & Kash-
mir) went to the polls in the 2nd phase,
where two seats in Tripura and
Manipur also witnessed voting. In
Tripura East, the saffron party sup-
ported Tipra Motha candidate Kriti
Singh Debbarma against CPM nomi-
nee Rajendra Reang, which recorded
over 80 per cent polling. Outer
Manipur went to the polls in both
phases, where Kachui Timothy Zimik
(Naga People’s Front) was supported
by the BJP against Congress candidate
Alfred Kanngam S. Arthur. Many
booths in and around Imphal went for
re-polling, and the state's voter turnout
reached over 75 per cent.

The 1st phase covered 102 parlia-
mentary seats under 17 states and four
union territories (including Tamil
Nadu, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, West Bengal, Maharashtra,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Puducherry, Lakshadweep, Andaman
& Nicobar Islands, Jammu & Kashmir,
and all north-eastern states, where
Sikkim voted for legislative assembly
also). The electorate voted for 32
Sikkim legislators and an MP with 75
per cent electoral responses. The ruling
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha fielded sit-
ting MP Indra Hang Subba against
Prem Das Rai (Sikkim Democratic
Front), Gopal Chettri (Congress), and
Dinesh Chandra Nepal (BJP). State CM
Prem Singh Tamang, former CM
Pawan Kumar Chamling, legendary
footballer Bhaichung Bhutia, etc. con-
tested from separate assembly con-
stituencies.

In Arunachal Pradesh, 10 BJP can-
didates, including state chief minister
Pema Khandu and his deputy Chow-
na Mein, won the race in assembly
segments with no fielded opponents.
Union minister Kiren Rijiju faced Con-
gress nominee Nabam Tuki in the
Arunachal West seat, and sitting saf-
fron MP Tapir Gao was challenged by
Bosiram Siram in the Arunachal East
constituency. West Tripura seat, where
the BJP fielded former state CM Biplab
Kumar Deb against the united oppo-
sition candidate Ashish Kumar Saha,
witnessed over 81 per cent polling.

The Tura seat of Meghalaya also

JVorth-F.ast showcases high
electoral particepation

recorded 81 per cent turnout, where
the ruling National People's Party put
sitting MP Agatha Sangma against
Zenith Sangma (Trinamul Congress)
and Saleng A Sangma (Congress). Shil-
long constituency, however, recorded
around 65 per cent voting, where sit-
ting Congress MP Vincent Pala was
challenged by state minister Ampareen
Lyngdoh.

In the Inner Manipur seat, BJP
candidate Basanta Kumar Singh faced
challenges from Angomcha Bimol
Akoijam (Congress). Zoram People's
Movement nominee Richard Vanlalh-
mangaiha was challenged by K. Van-
lalvena (Mizo National Front), Lalbi-
akzama (Congress), and Pu Vanhlal-
muaka (BJP) for Mizoram’s lone seat,
whereas in Nagaland, Nationalist
Democratic Progressive Party nominee
Chumben Murry (endorsed by the
People's Democratic Alliance)
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emerged as a front-runner against his
rival Supongmeren Jamir (Congress).

The BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance is looking for 400+ seats in the
545-member Lok Sabha under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. But despite relentless awareness
campaigns by the ECI, social organi-
sations, media outlets, and political
personalities, including Modi, who is
seeking a third consecutive premier-
ship, the voter turnout remains unsat-
isfactory in mainland India. Northeast
has done better here, thanks to a
localised campaign by Lok Jagran
Manch Asom for 100 per cent turnout,
which successfully launched the cam-
paign with printed leaflets, music
videos, short plays, etc. to inspire the
people to vote with pride and respon-
sibility.

The writer is a Guwahati-based special
representative of The Statesman

HOver IO K houses damaged in hail storm; 11K affidavils

Jled before inguiry commassion on ethnic crisis
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t was a normal sunny

day on the 5th of May in

Manipur. But by 2 in the

afternoon, the skies had
darkened, and half an hour
later, Mother Nature’s fury
broke loose. Be it climate
change or what, the state
had not seen anything like
it in the last 50 years or so.
Heavy rain with high-speed
winds soon swept across.
The rat-tat-tat sound on tin
roofs began to be heard as
hail started pouring down
from the sky, and the
grounds and streets were
soon covered in sheets of
white. The hail came down
in various sizes, ranging
from pebbles to pears.
Transmission lines were
destroyed by the heavy gale,
and lightning struck in a
couple of places, killing one
and injuring 10 others in the
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process.

The devastation all
around was so immense
that the State Cabinet the
next day realised that over
15,425 houses were dam-
aged, with all of them hav-
ing their tin roofs punctured
by the hundreds. A few
houses were also toppled.
Soon it was declared that
the state had sanctioned a
sum of Rs 6.90 crore from
the disaster relief fund and
had empowered the Deputy
Commissioners to make the
distribution once an assess-
ment had been done.

The damage district-
wise was put at Imphal West
district 6,053 houses,
Imphal East district 3,600,
Bishenpur district 1,179,
Thoubal district 800, Kakch-
ing district 120,200 in
Ukhrul district, 130 in Teng-
noupal district 120 in Noney
district, 100 in Kamjong dis-
trict, 540 in Churachandpur

district, 292 in Kangpokpi
district, 16 in Chandel dis-
trict, and 256 in Tamenglong
district. The distribution
was pegged at 5 lakhs for the
valley districts and 4 lakhs
for the hill districts each.
The next day, long
queues of lines were seen
outside shops selling CGI
sheets, with people lining
up from pre-dawn. Soon
rumours that the shops
have run out of stock did the
rounds, and news that
prices have been jacked up
by five hundred rupees per
bundle. Soon, student
groups had fanned out and
forced the shop owners to
return the excess amount
that they had charged the
customers. The Deputy
Commissioners came to the
scene and declared that the
prices that had last stood
one month ago should not
be changed and warned of
dire consequences if found

otherwise.

But when the assess-
ment began, it was mixed
up with politics. The first
group to fan out were the
workers of the local BJP
MLAs. Keeping in mind that
the elections to the Parlia-
ment were just over, the BJP
workers thought of revenge
on their opponents in poli-
tics. For instance, where BJP
strongman and minister Th.
Biswajit reigned, his work-
ers reportedly told a known
Congress-supporting family
to get their relief from
Bimol, meaning the Con-
gress candidate in the last
parliamentary elections.
And the next day, when the
official team from the office
of the Deputy Commission-
er came, this particular per-
son and a few others in the
locality were skipped from
the inspection and assess-
ment. So much for fair play.

The Manipur Pradesh

Committee President, K. K.

Meghachandra, also
demanded that financial
assistance be provided to
families who are victims of
the calamity and also said
that when contacted, the
officials did not know how
to make the assessments.
He also demanded that the
calamity be declared a
national disaster. He also
added that the sum of Rs 6.9
crore was too little and
wrote to the Prime Minister
demanding a relief package
of Rs 200 crore. Soon, chief
minister N. Biren Singh
began touring the affected
areas, making a personal
assessment of the problem
first hand. It was also soon
discovered that more than
500 hectares of standing
horticultural crops have

CM

K

been damaged, affecting
more than 1,000 farmers,
according to K. Devdutta
Sharma, director of Horti-
culture and Soil Conserva-
tion.

And on the ongoing
ethnic war between the
Kukis and the Meiteis,
which began on 3 May 2023,
and has been ongoing for
more than a year, the three
Member Commission of
Inquiry instituted by the
Ministry of Home Affairs of
the Government of India
has so far received 11,000
affidavits. This was stated to
a section of the media by a
senior officer of the MHA
recently. The Court of
Inquiry was established in
November 2023 by the Gov-
ernment of India and asked
members of the public to
submit statements, allega-
tions, or complaints in the
form of an affidavit. The
majority of the complaints
were filed by individuals,
while a few were from civil
society organisations. The
affidavits were made before
oath commissioners or
notary officers, for which
the complainants do not
have to pay a single rupee.

The Court of Inquiry is

being headed by Ajai
Lamba, former Chief Justice
of the Gauhati High Court,
along with Himangshu
Shekar Das IAS (Retd) and
Alokar Prabhakar (IPS Retd).
It has also examined all the
affidavits and said that soon
responses would be sought
from the Government of
Manipur and the Govern-
ment of India. The main
office is located in Delhi,
with a field office in Imphal.
It is also questionable if ade-
quate administrative meas-
ures were taken to prevent
the violence and riots, and
the historical aspects are
also being examined. At
least 221 people were killed,
and more than 50,000 were
displaced. And at least 36
Meiteis have not been
traced till now, and their rel-
atives are seeking closure for
their missing cases.

In the meantime, a total
of 5,457 illegal immigrants
from Myanmar have been
detected in Kamjong Dis-
trict, bordering Myanmar,
and their biometric readings
have been taken, according
to Chief Minister N.Biren
Singh. Taking it to X, he said
that the detection was as of
7 May 2024. He also added
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that 77 illegal immigrants
have already been deported
back to Myanmar. Earlier,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said that the complete
boundary between India
and Myanmar will be fenced
up and the Free Movement
Regime that has been exist-
ing since independence will
be scrapped. All this is with
a view to curbing illegal
immigrants entering the
country from that country,
CM Biren Singh also added.

And also, a heavy
exchange of fire took place
yesterday across the border
in Myanmar at Myo Thit,
near the international bor-
der in Kamjong. The fire-
fight was suspected
between members of the
anti-Myanmarese govern-
ment, the People’s Defence
Force and the Kuki National
Front on one side, and the
Manipur-origin People’s
Liberation Army (PLA), now
based there. The PF-KNF
side is reported to have sus-
tained high casualties, with
over 30 killed and many
injured, and a huge cache of
arms recovered from their
side.

The writer is a senior journalist at
The Statesman
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‘CAN IMPROVE IN LOT OF AREAS’

Following his side's 8-wicket loss against zimbabwe in the 5th T20I match in
Dhaka, Bangladesh skipper Najmul Hossain Shanto said they can improve in a
J lot of areas after the way they played in the five-game series against the vis-
itors. Shanto scored 36 runs from 28 balls at a strike rate of 128.57. He
slammed 5 fours and 1 six while batting in the first inning. Speaking
after the match, the Bangladesh skipper accepted they did not start
well on Sunday even after getting the opportunity. Shanto added
they are well prepared for the upcoming 720 World Cup.
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Milan end dismal run by
thrashing Cadliari in Serie
A: AC Milan eventually reg-
istered a comfortable win
in Serie A as they tore
Cagliari apart 5-1 with
Christian Pulisic's double.
Having failed to claim a
win in the past six outings,
the Rossoneri were look-
ing for a resounding
response and they went
ahead in the 35th minute
with Ismael Bennacer's
strike in chaos. The home
side doubled the lead in
the 59th minute when
substitute Rafael Leao's
sensational pass inspired
Pulisic to finish with a solo
run, reports Xinhua.
Despite Nahitan Nandez's
cushion for Cagliari in the
63rd minute, Milan
restored the lead in the
74th minute in a spectacu-
lar fashion when Tijjani
Reijnders unleashed a
rocket out of the box that
flew into the corner.

Suarez on target as Inter
Miami rally to beat Mon-
treal: Luis Suarez contin-
ued his prolific scoring
form as leaders Inter
Miami recovered from a
two-goal deficit to regis-
ter a 3-2 away win over
Montreal in Major League
Soccer (MLS) on Saturday
hight. Bryce Duke put the
hosts ahead at Saputo sta-
dium with a 22nd-minute
strike after Jules Vilsaint's
perfectly weight pass on
the counterattack. Vilsaint
then put his name on the
scoresheet by playing a
slick one-two with Ariel
Lassiter before cutting
inside his marker and
angling a shot into the far
corner.

CSKkeepplayoffshopesalive
withfive-wicketwinoverRR

Fighting knock from skipperRuturaj Gaikwad and a 3-wicket haul by Simarjeet
Singh helped CSKsecurea winagainstRRintheindian PremierLeague

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 12 MAY

fighting knock from
skipper Ruturaj Gaik-

wad and a three-wick-

t haul by Simarjeet

Singh helped Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) secure a five-wick-
et win against Rajasthan Roy-
als (RR) in the Indian Premier
League at Chennaion Sunday.

With thiswin, CSKisin the
third spot with seven wins
and sixlosses, giving them 14
points. RR is at second spot,
with eightwins and fourloss-
es, giving them 18 points.

In the run chase of 142
runs, openers Rachin Ravindra
and skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad
started off really well for CSK.
Rachin, tookamore attacking
approach against RR pacers, first
smashingSandeep forasixand
then hitting Trent Boult for a
four and six. However, Rachin's
quick startended with Ravichan-
dran Ashwin dismissing him for
27 in 18 balls, with a four and
two sixes.

Daryl Mitchell was the next
up on the crease. Mitchell
made animpactfrom the get-
go, punishing spinner Ravi-
chandran Ashwin and Sandeep
with some elegant bound-
aries. CSKreached the 50-run
mark in 5.2 overs.

The partnership between
the duo was cut short by
Yuzvendra Chahal, trapping
Mitchell leg-before wicket for
22 in 13 balls, with four bound-

Farmer's son Parvej Khan, who
shines in US collegiate race, aims
to represent India in Olympics
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AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 12 MAY

A son of a farmer from
Haryana, Parvej Khan, who
clinched the men's 1500m
titleat the SEC Outdoor Track
& Field Championships 2024,
a major collegiate athletics
eventheld in Louisiana, USA,
expressed his aspiration to rep-
resent India in the Olympic
Games butacknowledged the
necessity of meeting the qual-
ification standard.

Hailing from Chahalka, a
village in Haryana's Mewat dis-
trict, Parvej is in the USA on
a scholarship with the Uni-
versity of Florida.

On Saturday, he clocked 3
minutes and 42.73 seconds to
win therace at the LSU Bernie
Moore Stadium in Baton
Rouge. His personal best is
3:38.76, achieved in Califor-
nia last month.

After hiswin, the 19-year-
old told the media, "Yeah,
representing India in the
Olympicsis on my mind. But
it's really hard to qualify for
Paris asIam really far behind
the qualification, butlam try-
ing to give my 100% and do
my job every day. People trust
me solam doing good day by
day to execute my plans well
and I hopeIgetan Olympics
standard."

Later in the day, Parvej
participated in the 800m race,
securing third place with a time
of 1:46.80, just seven-tenths
shy ofhis personal best set back
in March in Florida.

ParvejisaNational Games
2022 championin the 1500m.
He had shattered a 28-year-
old Games record in the
process.
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aries. CSK was 67/2 in 7.5
overs. Halfway through the
innings, CSK was 77/2, with
Ruturaj (20*) and Moeen Ali (4%)
unbeaten. Moeen Ali could not
stick around for long, dis-
missed by Nandre Burger for
10in 13 balls, being caught by
Avesh Khan atdeep point. RR
was 86/3in 11.5 overs.

With some briefassault by
Shivam Dube on Ashwin, CSK
reached the 100-run mark in
13.2 overs. However, the spin-
ner had thelastlaugh, remov-
inghimfor18in 11 balls, with
Riyan Parag taking a catch
near the boundary.

Attheend of 15 overs, CSK
was 116/4, with Jadeja (3%)
and Gaikwad (30*) unbeaten.

Jadeja was given out for
obstructing the field after the
left-arm all-rounder inten-
tionally stopped the ball from
hitting the stumps on an
attempted run-out, putting
Chennaiin a tricky situation.

After the introduction of
Impact Player Sameer Rizvi,
CSK completed the chase
comfortably securing their
seventh victory in 13 games.

Earlier, fine bowling spells
from Simarjeet Singh and
Tushar Deshpande restrict-
ed Rajasthan Royals (RR) tojust
141/5 in their 20 overs.

Choosingto bat after win-
ning the toss, openers Jos
Buttler and Yashasvi Jaiswal put
Rajasthan to a steady, but

cautious start, scorlng at
around seven runs per over.
Jaiswal was the aggressor, tar-
getingMaheesh Theekshana's
spin and Shardul Thakur's
medium pace effectively. At the
end of the powerplay in six
overs, RRwas42/0, with Jaisw-
al (24*) and Buttler (18%)
unbeaten. A top edge by Jaisw-
al got Simarjeet Singh the
wicket of Jaiswal for 24 in 21
balls, with three fours and a
six. Skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad
tookafine catch. RRwas43/1
in 6.2 overs. Simarjeet gave RR
another blow, getting Buttler
caught at fine leg by Tushar
Deshpande for 21 in 25 balls,
with two fours. RR was 49/2
in 8.1 overs.

Wrestler Aman Sehrawat seals Paris 2024
Olympics quota; Deepak Punia crashesout

AGENCIES
ISTANBUL, 12 MAY

Asian champion Aman
Sehrawat secured a Paris 2024
quotaforIndiain themen's57kg
freestyle categoryatthe World
Wrestling Olympic Qualifiers
in Istanbul, Turkey on Satur-
day.

Sehrawat, a U23 world
champion, beat Chongsong
Han ofthe Democratic People's
Republic of Korea 12-2 in the
semi-final for India's sixth
quotainwrestling for the Paris
2024 Olympics.

However, thiswas India's first
Paris 2024 quota in men's
freestylewrestling. All of the pre-
vious five quotas were obtained
by the Indian women wrestlers.

Thelstanbul meetis the final
opportunity for wrestlers to
obtain a quotafor the upcom-
ing Summer Games. Three
Paris Olympic quotas are on
offer in each weight class.

The two finalists in each divi-
sionwill obtain Paris Olympic
quotas for their respective
countries. The third spot,
meanwhile, will go to the win-
ner of the playoffbout between
the two bronze medallists in
the weight class.

In the earlier rounds, the 20-
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year-old Sehrawat beat
Olympian GeorgiVangelov of
Bulgaria 10-4 on the back offive
takedowns to move into the
quarter-finals. He then setup
aboutforquotawitha12-2win
over AndriyYatsenko of Ukraine.

"I slept last night knowing
that I just have to fight for six
minutes today. Whetheryouwin
or lose is a different matter. I
just wanted to do my fight,"
Aman said as quoted by the
Olympics.com. Deepak Punia,
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meanwhile, missed out on a
quota in the 86kg. The Asian
Games silver medallist went
down to China's Zushen Lin 6-
4 despiteleading 3-0 atone stage
in his first bout.

Zushen Lin was later oust-
ed in the quarter-finals, end-
ing Deepak Punia's hopes for
an Olympic quota viarepechage
route. The Indian wrestler had
narrowly missed out on a
medal at the Tokyo Olympics
after finishing fifth.

At the end of 15 overs, RR
was 94/3, with Dhruv Jurel (2*)
and Parag (29*) unbeaten.

Attheend of 15.3 overs, with
asixfrom Jurel, RRreached the
100-run mark.

In the next few overs, some
fours and sixes came for RR,
which kept pushing their total.
At the 19th over, CSK was
131/3, with Dhruv (28*) and
Parag (38*) unbeaten.

CSK started the final over
bowled by Tushar Deshpande
with a bang, with him getting
Jurel for 28 in 18 balls, with a
four and two sixes and Shub-
ham Dubey foragolden duck.

RR ended their innings at
141/5, with Parag (47*in 35 balls,
with a four and three sixes) and
Ravichandran Ashwin (1%)
unbeaten.

RCB beat Delhi Capitals

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
beat Delhi Capitals by 47 runs
atM Chinnaswamy Stadium
on Sunday to keep their slim
playoffhopesalive. Getting an
invitation to bat first, RCB post-
ed 187 for 9 in their must-win
clash against DC. Rajat Pati-
dar slammed 52 off 32 while
Will Jacks hit41 off 29. Rasikh
Salam was the pick of the DC
bowlers with figures of 2 for
23inthree overs. Inreply, Delhi
Capitals got off to a poor start
and lost four wickets inside
powerplay. They were even-
tually bowled out for 140 in
19.1 overs despite Axar Patel's
fighting knock of 57 off 39.
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RavindraJadeja given
out for obstructing tield

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 12 MAY

Chennai Super Kings' Ravin-
dra Jadeja was given out for
obstructing the field after the
left-arm all-rounder inten-
tionally stopped the ball from
hitting the stumps on an
attempted run out during
Match 61 of Indian Premier
League 2024 against Rajasthan
Royals at the MA Chi-
dambaram Stadium on Sun-

day. Chennai Super Kings
won the match by 5 wickets,
reaching 145/5 in 18.2 overs
chasing Rajasthan Royals'
total of 141/5.

Deeksha breaks National
record in 500m event

AGENCIES
LOS ANGELES, 12 MAY

Track athlete KM Deeksha
shattered the Indian national
women'srecord in the 1500m
during the Sound Running
TrackFestival, heldin Los Ange-
les.

Deeksha finished third with
atime 0f4:04.78, outperform-
ing the previous record of
4:05.39 set by Harmilan Bains

in2021. Deeksha's previous per-
sonal bestwas4:06.07 achieved
in the final of the National
Inter-State Athletics Champi-
onshipsattheKalinga Stadium
inBhubaneswarin 2023, when
she defeated Bainstowin gold.

Inthewomen's5000minLos
Angeles, Parul Chaudharyfin-
ishedfifthin 15:10.69, missing
outonimprovingherNR, while
compatriot Ankita finished
tenth in 15:28.88.

Shooting: Esha, Anish register 2nd
win in Olympic Selection Trials

AGENCIES
BHOPAL, 12 MAY

Both Esha Singh and Anish
Bhanwalaregistered their sec-
ond win in the Olympic Selec-
tion Trial (OST), posting vic-
tories in the women’s 25m pis-
tol and men’s 25m rapid-fire
pistol (RFP) OST T3 matches
respectively. While Anish had
won the first trial in the same
eventin Delhi, Eshahad won
the second trial in the women’s
10m air pistol, also at the
Karni Singh range in Delhi.

On Sunday at the M.P. State
Shooting Academy (MPSSA)
ranges, Eshanotched her first
trial wininwomen’s 25m pis-
tol, shooting43 in the final. Her
score was a point more than
the world record set by Kore-
an Kim Yeji at the BakuWorld
Cup, earlier this month.

Manu came a good second
with 40 hits while Rhythm
Sangwan picked up the final
podium point, bowing out
ahead of the 10th and final
series with ascore of 33. Sim-
ranpreet Kaur Brar and Abhid-
nya Patil were fourth and fifth
respectively.

In the Men’s RFP final,
Anish seemed to bein aleague
of his own, bossing the five-
man finals field with three per-

Indian Hockey team gears up for Paris Olympics 2024; 75 days to go

AGENCIES
BENGALURU, 12 MAY

In 75 days, theIndian men's
hockey team will take the field
at the Yves-du-Manior Sta-
dium in Paris to end their 44-
year Gold Medal drought.
To realize this dream, they will
have to overcome the reign-
ing Olympic Champions Bel-
gium (World No. 2), Aus-
tralia (World No. 3), Argenti-
na (World No. 7), New Zealand
(World No. 10), and Ireland
(World No. 11) in Pool B,
and secure a top-four finish
in the pool to progress to the
Quarter-Finals.

Meanwhile, Pool A com-
prises the world's top-ranked
team, the Netherlands, along-
side Germany, Great Britain,
Spain, South Africa, and

hosts France, setting the
stage for an intense battlein
the 12-team men's hockey
tournament at the Paris 2024

Olympics.

The Indian men's hock-
ey team will begin their cam-
paign on July 27 against New

Zealand, followed by amatch
against Argentina on July 29
before facing Ireland and
Belgium on July 30 and August
1. They will play their last
group-stage game against
Australia on August 2.
Shedding light on the
preparation of the team for
the Paris 2024 Olympics Cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh said,
"We are in the last stages of
an intense training block
right now. The team has
worked on the areas we felt
needed attention after the
Tour of Australia. Soon, we will
head to Europe to play some
essential matchesin the FIH
Hockey Pro League 2023/24
to test ourselves against some
tough opponents like Argenti-
na, Belgium, Germany, and
Great Britain. The chemistry

in the squad continues to grow
and with only 75 days left for
the Paris 2024 Olympics we
areworking to bein the best
shape possible."
Vice-captain Hardik Singh
expressed his excitement for
the Paris 2024 Olympics say-
ing, "The team isleaving no
stone unturned in our
endeavour to change the
colour of our previous medal
and clinch Gold at the
Olympics this time. We have
players like PR Sreejesh and
Manpreet Singh who could
be playing their fourth
Olympics along with quite a
few players who could be
playing their third Olympics,
including our Captain. Their
experience has been instru-
mental in moulding some of
the younger players we have

in the squad right now. Only
75 days remain for the Paris
2024 Olympics and we can-
notwait to begin our Olympic
journey."

India has arich historyin
hockey at the Olympics. They
won their first Gold Medal
after beating the Nether-
lands 3-0in the 1928 Olympics
in Amsterdam and went on
to dominate, winning Gold
Medals in the 1932, 1936,
1948, 1952, 1956, 1964, and
1980 Olympics. In addition
to their 8 Gold Medals, India
claimed a Silver medal in
1960 and 3 Bronze medals in
1968 and 1972, and the pre-
vious Olympic Games in
Tokyoin 2020, making them
the most successful Men's
HockeyTeam in the Olympics
with 12 Medals.
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fectseries of five hits to begin
the eight-series final with. He
eventually missed justfourto
finish with 36 hits for the win.

Vijayveer Sidhu did stutter
in the beginning, but eventually
held his own to come in sec-
ond with 31 hits. Ankur Goel
was third with 19, while Adarsh
Singh and Bhavesh Shekhawat
came fourth and fifth respec-
tively.

All 10 shooters will come
back on Monday for the
fourth (T4) and final OST
match in both events. n

average in the first three tri-
als, Manu Bhaker comfort-
ablyleads Esha Singh at the
top in the women’s sport
pistol while Anish is also
well ahead of second-placed
Vijayveer in the men’s RFP.
Even as Manu and Anish
look near certain for a top
finish in their respective
25m pistol events, the fight
for the second spot still
seems to be up for grabs. The
final picture in the Olympic
25m events will certainly
be clear on Monday.

LaLiga: Real Madrid tame relegated
Granada; Mallorca takesvital win

AGENCIES
MADRID, 12 MAY

Already-confirmed Laligacham-
pions Real Madrid ended a
perfectweekwhen theywon 4-
0 away against Granada.

Madrid traveled to the south
of Spain after qualifyingfor the
UEFA Champions Leaguefinal
with a2-1 home win over Bay-
ern Munich on Wednesday.
Carlo Ancelotti made many
changes to his side, but after a
difficult opening 35 minutes,
Madrid whitewashed the rival
thatwill playnextseasoninthe
second division. Leftback Fran
Garciaopened the scoring after
a pass from youngster Arda
Gulerand thenreturned the favor
for the Turk to double the lead
on the stroke of halftime.

Brahim Diazadded Madrid's
third four minutes after the
break and scored hissecondin
the 59th minute of the game.Gio-
vanni Gonzalez's scrappy 29th-
minutegoal gave Mallorcaavital
1-O0win athome to Las Palmas
tolift them nine points clear of
therelegationzone and pile the
pressure on Cadiz who will
face Getafeathome on Sunday.

Mallorca's win also means
that Granada's descent to the
second division was confirmed
before they kicked off their
match against Real Madrid.
Athletic ClubBilbao's chances
of qualifying for the Champi-
ons Leaguelooktohaveended
after their 2-2 drawathometo
Osasuna, but they showed spir-
itto overcome ahostofabsences
to come back from 2-0 down.

Printed and published by VINEET GUPTA on behalf of THE STATESMAN LTD and printed at L.S Publications Pvt Ltd, 4 Canal West Road, Kolkata 700015. Published from 4 Chowringhee Square, Kolkata 700001 * Editor: RAVINDRA KUMAR * Managing Editor: ARYA RUDRA (c) The Statesman Ltd., RNI No. WBENG/2708/57

epaper.thestatesman. com



