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MARUTI SUZUKI AUTHORISED DEALERS: NORTH DELHI: SAYA, (AZADPUR) PH: 9999369725, DD MOTORS, (NARELA) PH: 9999003888. T.R. SAWHNEY, (PITAMPURA) PH: 9582263509. D.D. MOTORS, (PEERAGARHI) PH: 9999003888. T.R. SAWHNEY, (BADLI) PH: 9999324333. RANA MOTORS, (PRASHANT VIHAR)
PH: 9711507777. D.D. MOTORS, (WAZIRPUR) PH: 9999003888. SHREYASH, (PITAMPURA) PH:7838555085. RANA MOTORS, (GT Karnal Road) PH: 9873477733, SHREYASH, (GT KARNAL ROAD) PH:7838555063. FAIRDEAL WHEELS, (BUDH VIHAR) PH: 8448296614, 8448296615, SOUTH DELHI: ROHAN, (MATHURA
ROAD) PH: 9560036262. T.R. SAWHNEY, (NEHRU PLACE) PH: 9999563333. COMPETENT, (LAJPAT NAGAR) PH: 9582797810, AAA VEHICLEADES, (MALVIYA NAGAR) PH: 9971500011, PREM MOTORS, (MAHIPALPUR) PH: 8745887458. D.D. MOTORS, (OKHLA PH-1) PH: 9999003888. SINGLA LINK AGENCY PVT.
LTD., (KOTLA) PH: 8826892666 / 011 40488888. RANA MOTORS, (SAFDARJUNG) PH: 26712222. CENTRAL DELHI: MAGIC AUTO, (KAROL BAGH) PH: 8929268145, COMPETENT, (C.P) PH: 9582797749. T.R. SAWHNEY, (DARYAGANJ) PH: 9999399157, WEST DELHI: MAGIC AUTO, (SEC-20, DWARKA) PH:
8929268146. T.R. SAWHNEY, (RAJOURI GARDEN) PH: 9873781333. COMPETENT, (NAJAFGARH) PH: 9582797763. MAGIC AUTO, (DWARKA SEC-13) PH: 8929268144. AAA VEHICLEADES, (MUNDKA) PH: 9650445555, COMPETENT, (DWARKA) PH: 9582797879, MAGIC AUTO, (PALAM DABRI ROAD) PH:
8929400501, COMPETENT, (SHIVAJI MARG) PH: 9811477799, RANA MOTORS, (JANAKPURI) PH: 9999577776, D.D. MOTORS, (MAYAPURI) PH: 9999003888. JAGMOHAN AUTOMOTIVES, (NARAINA) PH. 011-35011310. VIPUL MOTORS, (PASCHIM VIHAR) PH: 8130093031. EAST DELHI: FAIRDEAL WHEELS,
(BHAJANPURA) PH: 7290009372. FAIR DEAL WHEELS, (SHAHDARA) PH: 8448296614, 8448296615. COMPETENT, (GAZIPUR) PH; 8377007977. SINGLA LINK AGENCY PVT LTD, (PATPARGANJ) PH: 9818199370/ 011 46488888. T.R. SAWHNEY, (GOKULPUR) PH: 9999399150. MAGIC AUTO, (PREET VIHAR) PH:
8929400502. NOIDA: Rana (Dadri): 7669710689, Dev (Sec-49): 8448741583, VIPUL, (SEC-63): 9899095972. FAIRDEAL PREMIUM WHEELS, (SEC-10): 9999700944. ROHAN, (SEC-1): 9873501288. VIPUL, (SEC-18): 8800091555. GREATER NOIDA: ROHAN, (UDYOG VIHAR): 9811800980. VIPUL MOTORS, (GAUR CITY):
9818392491. GURGAON: SWASTIK MOTOCORP, (SEC- 82): 8448440437, 7428690816. COMPETENT, (SEC-12): 9582797711. PREM MOTORS, (32ND MILESTONE): 8750487504. ROHAN, (SEC-54): 7840042444. PREM MOTORS, (6 IDC): 8750987509. VIPUL, (UDYOGVIHAR): 8929148240. PASCO, (SEC-18): 4012000,
COMPETENT, (SUBHASH CHOWK): 9582797739, RANA MOTORS, (SCO PLOT NO-322 SEC-29): 4260000. PASCO, (SILVERTON SEC-50): 7835003300, FARIDABAD: VIPUL, (MATHURA ROAD): 9999994707 TCS AUTOWORLD, (NEELAM CHOWK): 0129-4252525. AUTO NATION, (MATHURA ROAD): 9899596002
VIPUL, (BALLABGARH): 0129-4208400. ROHAN, (PALWAL): 8930202062. FAIRDEAL PREMIUM WHEELS, (PIYALI CHOWK): 9582101735. MANESAR: PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (IMT CHOWK): 9020990209. PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (FARRUKHNAGAR): 9020990209. PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (PATAUDI): 9020990209.
PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (NARNAUL): 9020990209. PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (BILASPUR): 9020990209, PLATINUM MOTOCORP, (MAHINDERGARH): 9020990209. GHAZIABAD: T.R. SAWHNEY, (Loni): 9999399180. ROHAN, (MUKUND NAGAR): 9650100045, MOTORCRAFT, (SAHIBABAD): 9650972222. T.R.
SAWHNEY, (MOHAN NAGAR): 9582263544, SNV AUTOMOBILES, (AMBEDKAR Road): 9811001626. GLOBUS AUTO, (KAVI NAGAR): 8929422701 REGENT AUTO, (MEERUT ROAD): 7065191234. ROHAN, (HAPUR): 0122-2313204. MOTORCRAFT, (MODI NAGAR): 8057692222. MOTORCRAFT, (BHOJPUR): 9319583222
MOTORCRAFT, (MURADNAGAR): 7055440222, SOHNA: PASCO, (ALIPUR): 8683000956 PASCO, (TAURU): 8683000929. PASCO, (PUNHANA): 8683000929, PASCO, (NUH): 8683000970. REWARI: AUTO VIBES, (KOSLI): 01259-275300. AUTO VIBES, (BAWAL): 7082100280. AUTO VIBES, 7082010000. AUTO VIBES,
(DHARUHERA): 7082100481, AUTO VIBES, (KUND): 7082100244. AUTO VIBES, (DAHINA): 7082100107, BULANDSHAHAR: SK UNIVERSE Automobile (BULANDSHAHR): 8929734471, SK UNIVERSE Automobile (SIKANDRABAD): 9520870938. SK UNIVERSE Automobile (KHURJA): 9520870907. SK UNIVERSE
Automobile (ANOOPSHAHR): 9520870916. SK UNIVERSE Automobile (SIYANA): 7456004980. SK UNIVERSE Automobile (BB NAGAR): 9520870925.

Terms and conditions apply. Creative visualization. Black glass on the vehicle is due to lighting effect. Accessories and features shown in the pictures may not be part of the standard equipment and may vary according to the variant. Images used are for illustration purpose only, Colours shown may vary from actual body colours due to printing
on paper. *Fuel efficiency as certified by test agency Rule 115 of CMVR 1989,
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One of the -*E I0EST Residential Cam IPDUS of Mumbai

100+ Multidisciplinary
UG & PG Degree Programmes
with 500+ Scholarship Seats

Programmes for students from any stream
(Arts /| Commerce / Science)
Option of 4yr Honours Degree

Priya - BSc CS Hetvi - BTech

Akhil - BTech Sharon - BEd

Microsoft GEMS School Deloitte Microsoft

« BDes Product Design * BScIT
« BBA | BBM (Marketing | HR | * BSc Psychology
Finance)  BSc Economics
* BCA * BSc Sports & Exercise
» BSc Data Science Science
« BA Mass Communication & * BA Yogshastra
Journalism » BPA (Performing Arts) - SRR g o 3,
Sargam - BTech Simran - MA Rameez - MSc Polymer Sunil - BSc Sports
T " " ™ " Balmer Lawrie, History & Archaeolo Asian Paints ICC World Cu
Son]a]ya VldyaVIhar UnlverSIty Dubal GudrEJ}‘Archiues - Event Team ’

Entrance Test (SVUET)
19t May and 9™ June, 20 _--?4

Appear for SVUET and apply for the above
programmes, irrespective of your stream.

BTech | BTech Honours - Computer | Al & DS |

Robotics & Al | Mechanical | Computer & Communications AT p—— | — ﬁﬁu . — i i

: . ash - BTec wita - rnav - nand - BCom
| Computer & Bu:smr—:ss System? 1T | Electronics & University of University College Saint Martin's New Jersey City
Telecommunications | Electronics & Computer | Technology of Leuven-Limburg, University, USA University, USA
Electronics, VLSI Design & Technology Troyes, France Belgium

Commerce - BCom (BAF | BBF | BFM)

Science - BSc Biotech | BSc Computer Science

BSc or BS-MS 5yr Programme - Combining BSc &
MSc - Physics, Chemistry, Life Sciences, Mathematics
with Al, Data Science, Management Courses

PG Programmes Rianika - BBA Isha - BCom Vaibhav - MSc Yugadya - BAMC)
. : . Baden-Wurttemberg IMC University of Applied Technische Hochschule Saint Martin's
tngineering i Nutra!:eutufals Cooperative State Sciences Krems, Austria Ingolstadt, Germany University, USA
* MTech | MTech + PhD * MSc Chemical Biology University, Germany
Commerce & Drug Design
* MCom * MSc Polymer Science
Computer Science * PG Diploma
» MSc | MSc IT Polyurethane
Education Technology ==
- BEd Dual Specialisation | Digital Library & SMUNZO /3 PharmEasy Oﬂee
MEd | MA | PG Diploma Information Science SOUARE OFF"
Humanities & Social * MLISc Unicorn Start-up Unicorn Start-up Eyeing $100M revenue Raised 5.25 cr
Sciences Yogshastra, Archaeology Raised a total funding Valued at $2.8 billion
» MA Entertainment, Media & Civilisation Studies of $498M over 28 rounds
& Advertising * MA | PG Diploma / ’
« MA Communication & Yogshastra PARALLAX (Cymg o
Journalism « MA (Hindu Studies | Pilk
* MA Economics Jainology | Buddhism) 2" Best AR start-up of India On demand talent sourcing Eyeing $100M revenue India's best plant-based
« MA International Studies » MA (Ancient Indian for dynamic companies drink brand
* MA China Studies History, Culture &
Science & Biotechnology Archaeology)
« MSc Biotechnology » MA Prakrit | Sanskrit :
» MSc Industrial Music & Performing Arts for Further Studies
Biotechnology « MPA : _ a 2 Selections 1 Selection
« MSc Maﬂ?E[‘natics Sp_nrts & Exercise S ——— 3 Selections le 6t in World B Imperial College 6t" in World
* MSc Statistics Science H,f_‘?;j_ﬁumﬁﬂsm 6th Best in USA —— (FT Rank) Spain 42 London (QS Rank) UK
» MSc Environmental « MSc
Studies -
N ?ﬁ' 3 Catact T 1 Selection
A ‘T elecuions ‘ etection T r gth in WOI’ld
Start Your Success Story N‘:’{Lﬂfﬁffm 9th Best in USA JOHNS TIOPKINS | oth Best in USA EOSEC (FT Rank) France
Schedule % ; . Popularas
campus visit 3 [ +917028233777 (© +918657737366 [ admissions@somaiya.edu @& www.somaiya.edu 9 K ) Somaiya Campus, Mumbai




hindustantimes.com

@ @ hindustantimes @@h[ndu&tantimez

@@hindustantimes O@httweets

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

mVOL C NO. N4 mPRICE %6.00/WITH HINDUSTAN ¥ 10.50 (% 9.50 IN FARIDABAD )/WITH MINT 15.50m 22 PAGES + 4 PAGES OF HT CITY. AREA

SPECIFIC PAGES EXTRA.

NEW DELHI/METRO

Monday, May 13, 2024

\g

LS

FIRST VOICE.LAST WORD.

Fourth phase of voting
to seal another 96 seats

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: From the once Mao-
ist bastion of Malkangiri, to the
glittering urban agglomeration
of Hyderabad; from Srinagar
that will vote for the first time
since the revocation of Article
370, to Indore where the Con-
gress will not fight the election
at all— 177 million Indians will
line up at 192,000 polling booths
on Monday when the country
holds its fourth phase of Lok
Sabha elections in 96 parlia-
mentary seats.

This is the second-largest
phase in the 2024 election cycle
in terms of number of constitu-
encies and will be spread out
over ten states and union terri-
tories. Voting will also be held
for the 175 assembly seats in
Andhra Pradesh and 28 assem-
bly seats in Odisha.

Votes will be counted for
both the Lok Sabha and the
assembly elections on June 4.

In these 96 seats, there are
1,717 candidates in the fray,
including high profile names
such as Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav in Uttar Pra-
desh, All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen’s Asaduddin
Owaisi in Telangana, and Con-
gress’'s Adhir Ranjan Choud-
hury in West Bengal and Bhar-
atiya Janata Party's Giriraj
Singh in Bihar.

When voting ends on Mon-
day, 379 of India’s 543 constitu-
encies will have voted, although
there are some polling booths
where a repoll will be held, such
as Betul in Madhya Pradesh.

Even as the Election Commis-
sion has had to contend with

continuedon-=>6
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REUTERS

Heavy security arrangements in
place as Srinagar goes to the polls

Ashiq Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: A hefty security
cover blanketed Kashmir ahead
of Monday's voting for the Srina-
gar Lok Sabha seat, the first
major electoral contest in the
Valley since the revocation of
Article 370 in August 2019.

Twenty-four candidate are
contesting from the constitu-
ency, which has close to 17.5 mil-
lion eligible voters.

Thousands of security person-
nel from paramilitary forces and
J&K Police have been deployed
across the region to ensure
peaceful polling, officers aware
of the matter said. They added
that Road Opening Parties
(ROPs), Quick Reaction Teams
(QRTs), Static Surveillance
Teams (S5Ts) have also been sta-
tioned as part of the security
arrangements.

“We have made all the secu-
rity arrangements in polling sta-

tions, distribution centres and
strong rooms. All the prescribed
security arrangements under the
guidelines of the Election Com-
mission of India have been made
for the Srinagar parliamentary
constituency,” said Kashmir’s
inspector general of police Vidhi
Kumar Birdi.

A total of 2,135 polling sta-
tions have been set up across the
constituency, and they will be
guarded by 8,500 polling staff,
added the officials. >P8

INDIA HOPES FOR
RESOLUTION OF
CHINA BORDER
ISSUE SOON: EAM

NEW DELHI: As the eastern
Ladakh military standoff
entered its fifth year, external
affairs minister S Jaishankar
said India hopes for a resolution
of the remaining issues with
China and asserted that a return
to normal bilateral ties hinges
on peace and tranquillity at the
border.

In an interview with news
agency PTI, Jaishankar said the
remaining issues mainly per-
tained to “patrolling rights and
patrolling abilities”.

Specifically asked when a res-
olution to the dragging row can
be expected in the backdrop of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remarks to Newsweek
magazine last month, Jais-
hankar said that he only pro-
vided a "big-picture” viewpoint
on the matter. P10

CANADA ARRESTS
FOURTH SUSPECT
IN NIJJAR MURDER
INVESTIGATION

Anirudh Bhattacharyya

letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: The Canadian authori-
ties have arrested a fourth man in
connection with the murder of
pro-Khalistan separatist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, an official statement
said. The accused was identified
as Amandeep Singh, an Indian
national. “This arrest shows the
nature of our ongoing investiga-
tion to hold responsible those that
played a role in the homicide of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar,” an official
familiar with the matter said, days
after Canadian PM Justin Tru-
deau said that the probe “was not
limited” to the three Indian
nationals arrested on May 3. »p10

Magnetic magnificence

The lights of an aurora australis over Villarrica volcano, in Pucon, Chile. An extreme geomagnetic
storm, as energy from the Sun collided with Earth’s magnetic field, hasset the skiesalight in
dazzling colours across Europe and the Americas.

REUTERS

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Conditions have
turned favourable for the La
Nina weather phenomenon in
the Pacific Ocean to startin the
next few months, the Climate
Prediction Centre of the
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration of the
US has said, which could lead
to above average rainfall and
floods in India during the mon-
soon that begins in June.

NOAA issued a La Nina
watch last week, saying the
phenomenon could form as
early as June-August 2024,
with higher confidence during
the following seasons.

THE LA NINA
PHENOMENON IS
ASSOCIATED WITH
A STRONG
MONSOON AND
ABOVE AVERAGE
RAINS AND COLDER
WINTERS IN THE
SUBCONTINENT

Experts said the general
expectation based on trends
during previous La Nina events
is that La Nina during monsoon
months is likely to cause above-
normal rainfall in India, but
warned that this also comes

La Nina effect may lead
to above-normal rains

with the possibility of excessive
flooding in some parts of the
country.

In India, an El Nino is associ-
ated with a harsher summer
and weaker monsoon. La Nina,
on the other hand, is associated
with a strong monsoon and
above average rains and colder
winters in the subcontinent.

La Nina generally tends to
follow strong El Nino events, as
seen in the past few months,
which also provides added con-
fidence in the model guidance
favoring La Nina, NOAA said.

In summary, a transition
from EI Nino to ENSO-neutral
is likely in the next month
(June). La Nina may develop in

continuedon =13

Delhi statehood, China land
issue in Kejriwal's guarantees

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) will scrap the
Agniveer armed forces recruit-
ment programme, give the
army a free hand to resolve
India’s conflict with China and
accord Delhi complete state-
hood if the INDIA bloc of Oppo-
sition parties is voted to power
after the ongoing general elec-
tions, chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal said on Sunday, as he out-
lined a list of “10 guarantees”
that will reinforce the country’s
foundations.

The guarantees also include
round-the-clock free power for
the poor, quality government
education, improved healthcare
and a simplified Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST).

“People have to decide
whether they want to trust
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PunjabCM B

party headquarters in New Delhi on Sunday.

‘Modi ki guarantee’ or ‘Kejri-
wal's guarantees’,” Kejriwal said
during a press conference at the
AAP headquarters, two days
after being released from Tihar
jail.

“He (Modi) made a series of

N o Sk s |
hagwant Mann and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal at the
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promises, for instance that he
would give everyone %15 lakh,
provide 20 million jobs, double
farmers’ income... But none of
these were fulfilled. We deliv-
ered on free electricity, mohalla

continued on =6

BOMB THREATS
RECEIVED AT IGl,

OTHER AIRPORTS,
DELHI HOSPITALS

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
International Airport and at
least eight city hospitals on Sun-
day received hoax bomb threats
through email, said officials.

The Jaipur and Ahmedabad
airports also received hoax
threats on Sunday.

Among the first to report the
threat was Burari Hospital in
north Delhi, which informed
police around 3.15pm. Similar
complaints soon started pour-
ing in from other hospitals, with
GTB Hospital and Delhi State
Cancer Institute (both located
on the same premises) in Dil-
shad Garden reporting a threat
around 3.30pm and Sanjay Gan-
dhi Memorial Hospital in Man-
golpuri reporting it at 4.23pm.

Similar threats were sent to
DDU Hospital, Bara Hindu Rao
Hospital, Aruna Asaf Ali Hospi-
tal, Dada Dev Hospital and Jan-
akpuri Super Speciality Hospital
between 3pm and 6pm, police
said.

The email to IGI airport was
reported around 6.45pm. -p3

Bijapur families say
those killed weren't
Maoists, police deny

Ritesh Mishra and
S Kareemuddin

letters@hindustantimes.com

RAIPUR: Two days after 12
alleged Maoists were killed by
security forces in Bijapur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh, villagers
and activists on Sunday said
those killed were locals who
were branded insurgents by
police.

Village residents gathered
outside the Bijapur district col-
lectorate, demanding the dead
bodies of their kin, saying they
were killed in a “fake encoun-
ter” with security forces.

Calling the encounter fake,
residents said some locals had
gone to pluck tendu leaves
from the forest and started run-
ning when security forces
moved towards them.

“They were shot down by the
forces while they were running
in fear and surprise,” said
Gurunanda, a resident of Pedia
village who witnessed the
encounter,

CALLING THE
ENCOUNTER FAKE,
RESIDENTS SAID
SOME LOCALS HAD
GONETO PLUCK
TENDU LEAVES AND
STARTED RUNNING
WHEN FORCES
CHARGED AT THEM

Police refuted the claims.
Those killed in the encounter
were Maoists who changed into
local attire after seeing police
in the jungle, officers said.

“They changed clothes and
mingled with the villagers. All
of the deceased were Maoists,
not villagers. The villagers had
come to take the dead bodies of
the Maoists who were their rel-
atives,” said Kamalochan
Kashyap, deputy inspector gen-
eral of police of the South
Bastar region.

-FULL REPORT ON P10

Won't let anyone repeal CAA
law: Modi at rallies in Bengal

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday asserted
that the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) will not be repealed as
long as he remains in power and
went on to accuse the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) of turning Hin-
dus into "second-class citizens”
in West Bengal.

Modi alleged that the TMC
was indulging in vote-bank poli-
tics, with the “goons of the ruling
party” in West Bengal threaten-
ing the “tormented women” of
Sandeshkhali where allegations

continued on->13

AMDANGA/AMTA: Accusing
PM Narendra Modi of “peddle
lies”™ about Sandeshkhali,
West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
questioned why he had
maintained a stoic silence
on the allegations of
molestation against gov-

ernor CV Ananda Bose.

“The PM is still ped-

dling lies about /

Sandeshkhali a BJP ploy, Modi
shouldn't lieabout it: Mamata

.} that women were paid

% a.'-'l,f.ll. TMC's
ng ') Sheikh, the main

Sandeshkhali. He should be
ashamed as the BJP's conspir-
acy has now become public,”
she said referring to a pur-
ported video in which a BJP
leader was heard saying

for protesting against
Shahjahan

/¢ accused in the case.
V{ | | P10
S, \

India saved $25 billion
by importing Russian
oil, says ministry data

Rajeev Jayaswal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Russian crude sup-
plies and lower international
oil prices helped India save
over $25 billion worth of for-
eign exchange in the year
ended March 31 compared to
2022-23, although it imported
almost similar quantities in the
two financial years, according
to government data.

India imported crude oil
worth $132.40 billion in
2023-24 compared to $157.50
billion spent in 2022-23.

The country imported 232.7
million tonnes (MT) of crude
oil in 2022-23, which fell mar-
ginally by 0.08% to 232.5 MT,
but savings in terms of value
shot up about 16%.

There were two key reasons
for the significant savings -

INDIA IMPORTED
CRUDE OIL WORTH
5132.40 BILLION IN
2023-24 COMPARED
10 5157.50 BILLION
SPENT IN 2022-23,
ACCORDING TO
GOVERNMENT DATA

lower average cost of India’s
crude oil imports in 2023-24
compared to 2022-23, and pur-
chase of highly discounted Rus-
sian oil, experts said.

The value of savings in
Indian currency was about
21.64 lakh crore. India imported
crude oil worth over 12.60
lakh crore in 2022-23 and
R10.97 lakh crore in 2023-24. It
imported more than 8§7% crude
oil paid in dollars. >P16
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You gave the Gandhi

family a chance for years, 5
but... they do not believe
in development
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Kota hostels yet to take suicide prevention seriously

Tracking student suicides in Kota

Last year, 27 students died by suicide in Kota, the most ever,
forcing the admin to initiate a string of preventive measures
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Senjuti Sengupta

letters@ hindustantimes con

JAIPUR: Around 300 hostels and
paying guest accommodations
(PGs) in Kota district of Rajasthan
are yet to install a spring device on
ceiling fans, as mandated by the
administration, to prevent stu-
dents from taking their lives, a
recent survey amid a series of sui-
cides by hanging this year has
revealed.

The survey, conducted by the
district administration between
February and April, also found
that the staff at several such

accommodations failed to
undergo a mandatory training ses-
sion to professionally deal with
students and keep a check on early
signs of stress and depression.
The exercise was carried out by
a nine-member panel formed on
February 17 to monitor the execu-
tion of district and state govern-
ment guidelines at hostels and
PGs that were enforced last year
amid a growing number of sui-
cides among students preparing
for various competitive exams.
Nine students have died by sui-
cide this year, including eight by
hanging. =3P13

CEASEFIRE POSSIBLE
IF HOSTAGES ARE
RELEASED: BIDEN

MEDINA, U.S.: President Joe
Biden said Saturday thata cease-
fire in the Israel-Hamas war was
possible as soon as “tomorrow” if
the militant group released its
hostages. “There would be a
ceasefire tomorrow if Hamas
would release the hostages,”
Biden said at a fun-

draiser outside Seat-

tle, at the home of a e
former Microsoft /o
executive, after % == 1
avoiding the topic :

at three events e
day.~pi5 ,
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SPOTLIGHT @ FELECTIONS 2024

ALL EYES ON ROUND 4 TODAY

A look at what is at stake in the 96 seats that vote in the fourth phase of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
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10 Eluru

11 Machilipatnam

12 Vijayawada

13 Guntur

14 Narasaraopet

15 Bapatla (5C)

16 Ongole
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18 Kurnool

19 Anantapur
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Bomb threats made to ho spltals airport

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
[nternational Airport and at
least eight city hospitals on Sun-
day received bomb threats
through email, on the lines of
threats sent to over 200 schools
in Delhi-NCR on May 1, with the
threats turning out to be hoaxes,
officials said.

Among the first to report the
threat was Burari Hospital in
north Delhi, which informed
police around 3.15pm. Similar
complaints soon started pouring
in from other hospitals, with
GTB Hospital and Delhi State
Cancer Institute (both located on
the same premises) in Dilshad
Garden reporting a threat
around 3.30pm and Sanjay Gan-
dhi Memorial Hospital in Man-
golpurireporting it at 4.23pm.

There were also similar
threats to DDU Hospital, Bara
Hindu Rao Hospital, Aruna Asaf
Ali Hospital, Dada Dev Hospital
and Janakpuri Super Speciality
Hospital between 3pm and 6pm,
police said.

The email to the airport was
reported at around 6.45pm.

i_J fr"r-n ""u:n .1

A bomb squad at Burari Hospital; (right) emergency services arrive at Sanjay Gandhi Hospital, in north Delhi on Sunday. PTI

Police said the emails seemed
to be a hoax since no suspicious
device was found anywhere.
“Checking is going on in all the
hospitals. Patients were not
evacuated. It was found to be a
hoax. The mails were either sent
to official mail IDs or medical
superintendents. We haven't
identified the accused yet” an
officer, who did not wish to be
named, said.

The Burari Hospital was

started in 2020 as a Covid-19 hos-
pital, but has been pressed into
general and other medical servi-
ces since 2022.

Deputy commissioner of
police (north) Manoj Meena
said, “An email wasreceived by
the hospital’s official email ID
about a bomb threat. Local
police, along with BDT (bomb
detection team), were rushed
there. Nothing was found.”

DCP Meena said, “The infor-

mation didn't come from Hindu
Rao and Aruna Asaf Ali. How-
ever, we searched over there also
as their email addresses were
mentioned in the email CC list.
Nothing suspicious was found”

However, the Burari Hospital
was evacuated for the checks.
“Luckily, there were no patients
on oxygen cylinder, under sur-
gery or in the ICU. Everyone sim-
ply walked out and waited while
a search was conducted for 1-2

hours. We couldn’t find any-
thing,” an officer said.

DCP (west) Vichitra Veer said
calls were received in the after-
noon from DDU Hospital and
Janakpuri Super Speciality Hos-
pital. DCP (outer) Jimmy Chi-
ram said his teams, along with
BDT, visited the Sanjay Gandhi
Hospital and conducted a
detailed search. The threat at
GTB Hospital was also declared
a hoax,

A purported screenshot of the
email shows that the threat was
sent to 15-20 persons, including
doctors, across Delhi hospitals.
Police said a case will be regis-
tered and the matter will be
investigated. "l have placed
explosive devices inside your
building. They will explode...
The group called "Court’ is
behind this massacre (sic),” the
alleged email, a copy of which
was seen by HT, said.

Police are yet to confirm the
details of the email.

Meanwhile, CISF officials at
the Delhi airport received the
threat email, police said.

Usha Rangnani, DCP (IGI Air-
port) said, “The security opera-
tions control centre at IGI Air-
portreceived an email concern-
ing an explosive device within
the premises. Enhanced security
protocols are now in effect and
safety measures have been
intensified. No suspicious items
have been found, as of now.”

An airport official said: “The
mail came to CISF email ID. A
bomb threat assessment com-
mittee at the airport committee
later found that the email wasa
hoax.”

60-yr-old help, priest among three
held for Jangpura doctor’s murder

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Three people includ-
ing a 60-year-old woman who
worked as a house help were
arrested for allegedly murdering
a 63-year-old doctor at his house
in Jangpura Extension, south-
east Delhi, on Sunday, Delhi
Police officers said.

According to police, the other
two arrested suspects include a
38-year-old priest from Harid-
war and his 30-year-old brother.
Police said the accused con-
spired to execute the crime for
nearly two months and had
roped in their friends from
Nepal, adding that at least four
more people are currently at
large. The help had been work-
ing at the victim's house for over
24 years, they added, and she
was assisted by another woman,
who also worked as a help ata
house in the area, police said.

The victim, Dr Yogesh
Chander Paul, was found dead
inside his kitchen by his wife Dr
Neena Paul on Friday evening.
He was allegedly strangulated to
death with his dog s leash while
his dog, Molly, was locked inside
the bathroom. Police said Dr
Paul was alone at home when
the accused entered, tied his
hands, gagged him using a cap
and killed him. The suspects
took cash and gold jewellery
from the house.

Deputy commissioner of
police (DCP) (southeast) Rajesh
Deo identified the 60-year-old
help as Basanti (who goes by a
single name). The other suspects
were identified as the second
help, Varsha, and her husband
Bhim, who are at large, along
with two others whose names
were not shared. The arrested

House help for 24 years
plotted robbery, murder

THE TWO-MONTH PLAN

Between March and April:
Basanti invited Varsha to the house
several times on the pretext of

taking her help, and showed her the

@ Basanti (one name), the couple's 60-year-old house help worked for

the doctor for 24 years

house. During the visits, the two
would video call their friends to
plan the robbery. In two months,
the women prepared a rough map
of the house and the neighbour-
hood so they would easily find the
valuables and exits

The errested
i suspects (from
left to right)
Aakash,

1 Himanshu,

| Basanti. (inset)
1 Dr Yogesh Paul

May 5: Bisroop, Himanshu and
Aakash came to Delhi and conducted
a recce to choose the right time to
commit the crime

May 7: The',f came tu Delhi with the
Nepalese friends and checked into a
hotel in 5arai Kale Khan. They
conducted another recce

Arrested: Aakash, Basanti and

Himanshu. Some stolen cash and

Sasascasmaas FIERPrS T FITET FYPPRTES

@ She hatched the plan to rob and kill the doctor after overhearing
____[enrersatmns about gold jewellery locked inside rooms

® She approached Varsha (one name), a neighbourhood house help.

~ Varsha roped in her husbhand

jewellery have been recovered from
their pessessmn

At large: Bisroop, Varsha and her

husband. The 4 Nepalese men

® Basanti approached her friend Bisroop Sai, 38, in Haridwar

@ Birsoop roped in Himanshu, a priest in ﬁeridwar, who included

his brother Aakash

@ Himanshu and Aakash brought 4 friends from Nepal into the plan _

suspects included the priest
Himanshu and his brother
Aakash.

Deo said police scanned sev-
eral CCTV footage to narrow
down the suspects. “There were
at least five people involved, seen
at the spot or near the house. A
CCTV map was made using dif-
ferent footage and it was found
the accused went to Sarai Kale
Khan after the crime. The sus-
pects could be seen as they were
carrying big polythene bags,”
said Deo.

The accused left Sarai Kale

Khan at 5pm. “We found there
was a woman with them. Till
then, followed random leads. But
the family recognised the
woman as Basanti. The family
has known her for over two dec-
ades and they trusted her and
did not do police verification,”
said an officer. Police did not
clarify who carried out the mur-
der and who kept a watch.

The crime happened between
1.30pm and 2.30pm, when Dr
Paul had returned home and his
wife was still at work. Probe
revealed that Dr Paul was fol-

Z4-5 lakh

What was stolen:

cash gold

lowed by two of the accused
while returning home. The men
later entered his house. Police
said CCTVs around the house
show another person entering
after a few minutes. Around
3pm, all three accused are seen
leaving the house.

An elaborate plan

According to police, Basanti
hatched a plan torob the couple
after hearing conversations
about gold jewellery locked
inside the house. Police said Bas-
anti first contacted a friend in

Haridwar and Varsha. She
would use the Messenger app to
video call her associates to show
them the house, said police.

“From March 15 to April, Var-
sha visited the house multiple
times. Basanti would call her on
the pretext of helping her and
show her the house. In two
months, the women prepared a
rough map of the house and the
area so the accused would easily
find the valuables and find
exits,” said an officer. Basanti
also approached a man named
Bisroop Sai, who is an old friend.
“We identified him with the help
of CCTVs. He roped in the priest
and his brother. They also called
3-4 men from Nepal. It was a
major operation for them,”
added the second officer.

Bisroop, Himanshu and
Aakash first came to Delhi on
May 5 and conducted a recce of
the area. Police said they
returned on May 7 with the
team. They first checked into a
hotel in Sarai Kale Khan and
then conducted a second recce.

“They followed Dr Paul and
killed him when they found him
alone inside. They left in pairs to
avoid suspicion,” said Deo.

Bisroop, Himanshu and
Aakash took a bike to Haridwar
and the Nepalese nationals
returned to Nepal. Police said
Varsha and her husband are on
the run. They took an interstate
bus. DCP Deo said several raids
were conducted and they man-
aged to arrest Aakash, Basanti
and Himanshu in Delhi and Har-
idwar. Some cash and jewellery
have been recovered from their
possession, police said.

The family has told the police
that they had 4 lakh to 5 lakh
inside the house along with
100gm gold jewellery.

Motorists in Karol Bagh given highest
PUCC challans till April this year: Data

Karn Pratap Singh

karn.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Between January 1
and April 30 of this year,
101,164 fines were issued to
motorists driving their vehicles
without the mandatory pollu-
tion-under-check (PUC) certifi-
cates, indicating that 35 motor-
ists were caught every hour for
the violation, according to
comparative data shared by the
traffic police on Sunday.

The Karol Bagh traftic circle
recorded the maximum num-
ber of offences, logging 4,034
PUC certificate violations, fol-
lowed by Bhajanpura, Ashok
Vihar, Najafgarh and Dwarka
traffic circles, which reported
3,852, 3,703, 3,587, and 3,488
violations, respectively, in the
first four months of this year.
Of the 10, Tilak Nagar traffic
circle reported the lowest,
clocking 2,794 fines.

Traffic police officers said
that a comprehensive analysis
of the PUC certificate violations
was done to identity the “hot
spots” of maximum violations.
Data, collected from all 50 traf-
fic circles, was mined to iden-
tify 10 such spots, they said.

“This detailed examination

35 offences per hour

B No. of PUCC violations

Karol Bagh

Tk Nager I - 75

*Data from January to April 2024

has pinpointed regions where
such traffic violations happen
most frequently. By identifying
these areas, targeted enforce-
ment measures can be imple-
mented to promote adherence
to traffic regulations. By rigor-
ously monitoring and enforcing
PUC certificate regulations, we
aim to cultivate a culture of
compliance with emissions
standards among motorists,”
HGS Dhaliwal, special commis-

Source: Delhi Traffic Police

sioner of police (traffic,
zone-II), said.

Overall, there has been a
30% surge in fines issued for
this particular offence in the
first four months, according to
the data. For the corresponding
period in 2023, 78,169 fines
were levied, which amounts to
27 tickets per hour.

“This increase stands as a
testament to our firm commit-
ment towards ensuring vehicu-

lar emissions compliance and
fostering environmental sus-
tainability within Delhi. This
trend underscores our intensi-
fied efforts aimed at enhancing
air quality and curbing vehicu-
lar pollution across the city,”
Dhaliwal said.

Section 190(2) of the Motor
Vehicles Act makes it manda-
tory for vehicles to have PUC
certificates. It is a document
that testifies that a vehicle com-
plies with emission standards
set by the authorities con-
cerned. It is mandatory for
vehicles plying in the country
to have valid PUC certificates.
The owner of a vehicle plying
without a valid PUC certificate
is liable to be prosecuted and
may be imprisoned for up to
three months or fined up to
210,000, or both.

“It's crucial to recognise that
vehicular emissions signifi-
cantly contribute to air pollu-
tion in urban areas like Delhi.
Therefore, cracking down on
vehicles without valid PUC cer-
tificates is imperative to miti-
gate the adverse environmental
effects associated with
unchecked emissions,” Dhali-
wal said.

To be sure, the data identify-

ing the 10 worst traffic circles
for PUC certificate violation for
2023 was not shared by the
traffic police.

In tandem with enforcement
measures, traffic police offi-
cials said that they will con-
tinue to prioritise public
awareness initiatives to edu-
cate motorists about the impor-
tance of maintaining a valid
PUC certificate. Officers said
they firmly believe that such
initiatives play a pivotal role in
fostering voluntary compliance
and instilling a sense of envi-
ronmental responsibility
among citizens.

“By working together, we
strive towards our collective
goal of safeguarding public
health and preserving the envi-
ronment. The increase in PUC
certificate challans under-
scores our steadfast commit-
ment to environmental protec-
tion and public welfare.
Through proactive enforce-
ment, public awareness cam-
paigns, and collaborative
endeavours, we aspire to create
a cleaner and healthier envi-
ronment for all residents of
Delhi,” a senior traffic police
officer, who asked not to be
named, said.

PRO-KHALISTANI
SLOGANS, GRAFFITI
SPRAY-PAINTED AT
METRO STATIONS

HT Correspondent

htreporters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Pro-Khalistani graf-
fiti and slogans were spray-
painted on walls and pillars of
two Metro stations falling under
the Blue Line in central Delhi in
the early hours of Sunday,
police said, following which the
same was erased with black
paint, according to police and
CISF officers.

At least two police officers,
on the condition of anonymity,
said that there were anti-Naren-
dra Modi slogans on the walls
and that they are collecting
CCTV camera footage to identify
the suspects.

The police was informed of
the same by a private security
guard, identified by his single
name Bajrangi, who works near
the Karol Bagh Metro station
and arrived for duty around
Sam.

A third police officer aware of
the incident said that after the
central district police were
informed, they found that simi-
lar slogans and graffiti was
spray-painted at the Jhandewa-
lan Metro station.

“We registered a case of
defacement of public property
and statements conducting pub-
lic mischief under the relevant
sections of the Indian Penal
Code and are conducting an
investigation. CCTV cameras
are being scanned for clues,” a
Delhi Metro Police officer, not
wishing to be named, said.

Teams of special cell and
crime branch also launched
parallel probes in the matter as
similar cases were reported in
the recent past.

“Prime facie and taking into
consideration similar incidents
reported in the past, it appears
that the spray painting of pro-
Khalistani and anti-Narendra
Modi slogans could be the
handiwork of some sympathis-
ers of the banned Khalistani
group, Sikh For Justice (SFI),
possibly on the instructions of
its legal counsel and spokes-
man, Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun. In the past, we arrested
people for committing similar
acts and they disclosed that they
were paid by Pannun for the
same,” a senior police officer,
requesting not to be named,
said.

Follow us un@ ﬁ

Toll Free No.1800-1801-018

2 killed, 3 hurt as car
overturns in Rohini

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two men were
killed and three others were
injured when the car they were
travelling in overturned after
their driver lost control of the
vehicle in Rohini Sector 22, outer
Delhi, on Sunday afternoon,
police said.

The injured people are under-
going treatmentat a government
hospital, police said.

Deputy commissioner of

police (Rohini) Gurigbal Singh
Sidhu said that the control room
was informed of the incident
around 12.30pm.

The deceased were identified
by their single names as Sanjay,
23, and Ashutosh, 22, while the
injured were Sahil, 20, Rashid,
18, and Lokesh Singh, 23. They
all stayed in Kishan Vihar in
Delhi. Sanjay was a vegetable
vendor, and Ashutosh worked as
a clothes salesman, police said.

It was not clear who was driv-
ing the car during the incident.
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For campaign ‘super Sunday’, BJP

brings in leaders from across India

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) intensified its
campaign activities on Sunday
and held neighbourhood-level
meetings, bike rallies, and pady-
atras across the city. The cam-
paign on Sunday — called “Super
Sunday” — included star cam-
paigners like Assam chief minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore,
Hardeep Singh Puri, and Tejasvi
Surya.

Party workers also distributed
voter slips during the campaign.
Addressing a gathering at the
Delhi BJP headquarters —com-
prising migrants from states in

BJP’s Manjinder Sirsa (centre) leads a bikerally in New Delhi. HT

Himanta Biswa Sarma in the city on Sunday.

the northeast — Sarma said the
present Delhi chief minister had
been in Tihar jail for 52 days, a
place where only dreaded crimi-
nals are locked up, which was
indicative of the party’s work.
“The Delhi CM Arvind Kejri-
wal has recently come out of jail,
so he has a lot to say now. There
1S no need to pay attention to his
words and the people of north-
east know how much attention
should be paid to the words of a
criminal,” he said, adding that
the party was confident it would
cross 400 seats this election.
Sarma said that before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi took
charge in 2014, the situation in
the northeast was terrible.
“What the situation was before
2014 and whatitis today can be
understood by the figures. Since
PM Modi took charge, he has
visited the northeast 70 times
and has come to Assam 27 times.
But Manmohan Singh, who was
also an MP from Assam, only

went there during elections,”
said Sarma.

Other leaders also highlighted

the party’s achievements over

the last 10 years and compared it
to the work of the “corrupt Kejri-
wal government”. Union minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri
addressed a traders’ convention
in the New Delhi constituency in
support of BJP candidate Ban-
suri Swaraj and asked people to
choose between the develop-
ment model or the “corrupt poli-
cies of the Kejriwal govern-
ment”. Assuring people that the
party will give a new identity to
Amar Colony in Lajpat Nagar,
Puri said work will begin soon in
the area.

“Delivering better results in
the 2024 elections is necessary
for this, and it requires choosing
between the Modi government’s
development model, and the Kej-
riwal government’s corrupt poli-
cies. On one hand, the Modi gov-

ernment is meeting people and
sharing its achievements, but on
the other hand, Kejriwal, who is
out on interim bail, is only talk-
ing about other parties as he has
nothing to say about himself or
the government,” said Puri.

Puri also questioned the effi-
cacy of the Delhi government’s
Mohalla clinics, asking how
many people had been vacci-
nated through them during the
pandemic.

“A government that has been
in Delhi for the last ten years has
only indulged in corruption in
the name of development, while
the Modi government has
worked to change the direction
and condition of the country,”
Puri added, saying India was on
the verge of becoming the fifth
largest economy.

Intense campaigning
Campaigning for BJP's Chandni
Chowk candidate Praveen Khan-

delwal was national president of
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Mor-
cha Tejasvi Surya, who held a
roadshow in Azadpur. "The
youth of the country understand
the development politics of PM
Modi and has come to know that
the unity and progress of the
country are possible only
through Modi ji,” said Survya, tar-
getting Kejriwal, adding he was a
dishonest “U-turn leader without
credibility”.

“The truth of his claims of
good schools, mohalla clinics
and clean politics in Delhi is
already revealed. The people of
Delhi have completely lost their
faithin AAP,” Surya said.

BJP leader Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore, who campaigned
in North West Delhi for MP can-
didate Yogender Chandolia said
the party’s goal was youth
employment and empowerment.
“This is what is connecting
today’s youth with the BJP,” he

SANJEEV VERMA/HT

said.

Earlier in the day, the Delhi
BJP had also launched a voter
slip distribution campaign, with
party leaders going door-to-door
in various wards and
sharing the party’s
achievements.

A bike rally, led by
Sikh youths, was taken
out from the Delhi BJP
office to the national
office, led by BJP

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday
attacked the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP) and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and accused him
of “dictatorship” even as he held
roadshows in support of Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) candidates in
Delhi.

Campaigning for candidates
in New Delhi and West Delhi,
Kejriwal said he would not have
to go back tojail if Delhi chose to
vote for the AAP. The roadshows
were held in Moti Nagar and

Uttam Nagar.

“If you choose the jhadu
(AAP’s symbol), I won't have to
go back to jail. The power is in

It you choose jhadu, I'will
not have to g0 bk to Jal

Arvind KE]I'IWH] and Bhagwant Mann during a roadshow in Moti
Nagar on Sunday.

SANCHIT KHANNA/HT

ON THE

national secretary Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa was GROLTND

your hands,” said Kejriwal while
speaking at Moti Nagar. He was
accompanied by Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann.

The AAP national convener
said that he was jailed because
he worked for the peo-
ple of Delhi and pro-
vided free electricity.

“My fault is that I
made good schools for
your Kids, and arranged
healthcare for your fam-
ily. Imade sure that you
got free medicine and
electricity... BJP does

also held.

not want this to be

Delhi’s BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva launched the
party’s voter slip distribution
campaign from Vinod Nagar in
East Delhi with other senior
leaders.

BJP leaders, including the
party’s seven MP candidates, and
and former Congress leader Arv-
inder Singh Lovely, distributed
voter slips.

done... If I went back to
jail, BJP would stop your work,
degrade schools and shut down
hospitals and Mohalla clinics,”
he alleged.

Kejriwal continued his attack
on the BJP and said he was
denied insulin for 15 days in
Tihar jail. “It was people’s pres-
sure that led to the medicines
being provided to me... Country

cannot be run like this,” said Kej-
riwal. The Delhi CM said if he
made 500 good schools, the
Prime Minister should have
developed 5,000 schools instead
of jailing him, adding that the
BJP is seeking 400 seats to
“change the Constitution and
end reservations”.

“Like Putin in Russia... They
want to change the Constitution.
There are no elections in Russia
and Putin remains president.
They will stop holding elec-
tions... Do you want democracy
and reservation to end? Vote for
broom to prevent it,” he added.

He also spoke about New
Delhi candidate Somnath Bharti
while accusing BJP MP Meenak-
shi Lekhi of being inaccessible to
people. “Bharti will be there for
you 24 hours. In Malviya Nagar
as MLA, he is accessible all the
time. He will help you in good
and bad times,” Kejriwal said.

Mann said that Kejriwal had
been missing people of Delhi

while being jailed and has held
four roadshows in 48 hours. “He
has come out of jail... he has to
go backtojail on June 2 but even
20 days are enough for patriots
and he would change the coun-
try,” said Mann.

The second roadshow was
held in Uttam Nagar along with
INDIA bloc candidate Mahabal
Mishra. At Uttam Nagar, Kejri-
wal said he was out of jail
because of the blessings of mil-
lions of people. "My life is dedi-
cated to the country. Over these
20 days, I will work 24 hours and
ask people to end this dictator-
ship,” he added.

Earlier in the day, AAP youth
wing Chhatra Yuva Sagharsh
Samiti participated in the "Jail
ka jawab vote se campaign” led
by Delhi convener Gopal Rai.
AAP also conducted a cyclathon
in Delhi on Sunday morning.

“We are taking the message to
people about the importance of
ending the BJP's rule,” said Rai.
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PATHOLOGY SERVICE

Preventive
Health
Profiles

NDPC

North Delhi Pathology Clinic
27/5, Shakti Nagar, Nangia Park, Delhi-7

Ageing Gracefully

With increasing life style changes, early onset of health disorders such as Diabetes, High BP, Heart
Attack & Failure, Kidney & Liver Damage, Paralytic Strokes, Obesity - Excessive weight,
Allergies, Arthritis, Osteoporosis, Forgetfulness, Depression etc is now very common. Most of
these conditions can be avoided or delayed by modifying lifestyle and adding supplements to diet.
We have a few Preventive Health Profiles consisting of various Blood and Urine tests, results of
which may help your PHYSICIAN monitoring your health status and ageing process rather objectively.

Available Preventive Health Profiles
‘l\V' CCII"HpI'E hensive 3@ p| US specially for Diabetes, High BP & Overweight persons

A Comprehensive Profile of tests, which is suggested for persons who are 30+, suffer from Diabetes, High BP.
Obesity, Thyroid disorder, Vitamin deficiencies, Allergies, Fatigue etc.

Diabetes Liver Fn Tests  Lipids Profile / Bones & Joints  Absolute Values Vitamins
Glucose Fasting Total Bilirubin ~ Stroke related  Calcium PCV Vitamin D
HbAlc Direct Bilirubin ~ Cholesterol Phosphorus RDW Vitamin B12
Microalbumin  SGOT Triglyceride LDH MCV Iron Deficiency

Kidney Fn Tests SGPT HDL Chol PTH MCHC Iron
Urea SGGTP Non HDL Chel Hemogram/CBC MCH Allergy
Creatinine Alk Phosph LDL Cholesterol  TLC ESR Screening
Uric Acid Total Protein VLDL Chol DLC Thyroid Fn Tests Total IgE
Sodium Albumin Chol Ratios TRBC Ct Free T3 Urine Routine
Potassium Globulin CRP Platelet Ci Free T4
Chloride Alb/Glob Ratio Homocysteine  Hemoglobin TSH

EMPLOYMENT

ACADEMIC

THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS OF INDIA

(Set up by an Act of Parliament)
‘ICAI Bhawan', Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi - 110002

- | The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAl)is a
- | statutory body set up by an Act
| regulation and development of the profession of
. | Chartered Accountancy in India. The Institute functions
- | under the administrative supervis
| Corporate Affairs, Government of India. With around 8.5
- | lakh students and over 4 lakh mem
- | largest professional accountancy body in the world, with a
| strong tradition of service to the nation.

‘| ICAI Centre of Excellence (CoE) is more than an
- | academic institution. ICAl Centres
| are hubs of knowledge aimed at
| performance and upholding values.
- | applications from eligible candidates, at CoE Hyderabad,
- | for the full-time position on a 2(two)
| considered for extension in deserving cases :

Position Required Qualification Minimum Experience
g A Ph.D or equivalent (Minimum of 25 years |

5 I KARAN Singh 5/0 joginder Singh

:  Rfo H.No. 894/1, Raja Garden, Old
Faridabad, Haryana-121002 have
changed my name from Karan
Sharma to Karan Singh for all
future purposes.

: IPUSHPENDER Meena R/o 23/A

. GaliNo 2, E Block, Reshan Vihar
Najafgarh New Delhi-110043
confirms that | have changed my
davghter’s name from Maghna
Meena to Anshika Meena for
all future purposes.

Rehman R/o H.No-2737, Gali Chandi
Wali, Pahari Bhojla, Turkman Gate,
Dethi-110006 have changed my
name from Mohammad Hammad

to Mohd Hammad for all future
PUTPOSEs.

of Parliament for the

ion of the Ministry of

Soumen De Rfo Vill- Asti, Post-
Radhakrishnapur, Teh- Kharagpur,
Dist-West Medinipur, West Bengal-
721140, declare that | have changed

bers, today ICAl is the

my name from Shyamal De to
Shyamal Kumar Dey and also
changed my date of birth from
01-07-1962 to 11-10-1965 for all

of Excellence (CoEs)
achieving world-class

ICAI invites public Notary Delhi dt 11-05-2024

I, RAJESH Nair, Rfo 45 C, Pocket -A-2,

years term basis to be ! |
Mayur Vihar Phase-3. East Delhi,

Minor Daughter's Name From Kripa

Other Available Profiles

W Basic

W Diabetic

&% High BP

W SO plus

W @S plus

Glucose Fasting |
Hemogram | Iron |
Kidney Function Tests |
Liver Function Tests |
Lipid Profile |

Thyroid Function Tests |
Bones & Joint Related
Tests | CRP | Urine
Routine & Microscopic

HbA1c (Glyco Hb),
Microalbumin with
Glucose Fasting |
Hemogram | Iron |
Kidney Function Tests |
Liver Function Tests |
Lipid Profile |

Thyroid Function Tests
Bones & Joint Related
Tests | CRP | Urine
Routine & Microscopic

Homocysteine (BP

& Stroke Related)

with Glucose Fasting |
Hemogram | Iron |
Kidney Function Tests |
Liver Function Tests |
Lipid Profile |

Thyroid Function Tests |

Bones & Joint Related

Tests | CRP | Urine
Routine & Microscopic

This profile consists of
tests offered under the
Comprehensive 30+
Profile with additional
Tests for MEN
Testosterone |

Total & Free PSA* |
AFP*

Tests for WOMEN
CA-125* | AFP*

*Cancer Markers

This profile consists of
all the tests covered
under the
Comprehensive 50+
Profile with

NT ProBNP Test

[screening test for
Heart Failure)

1, MOHAMMAD Hammad 5/o Akhlag Ur

: 1, SHYAMAL De F/0 No-15703545F LNk

future purposes vide affidavit before

New Delhi-110096, Have Changed My :

R Nair to Kripa Nair for All Purposes,

I HAVE Lost The original papers of

my agricultural land (Including Sale
yagnaity orueett C lappropriate advice before

cultural Land Measuring 11 Bighas 12 ; : 2
siswas, Bearing Mustail No. 54, kil : |2CtING On any advertisement

- |appearing in this publication.
- |Any subscriber sending

Land Is Registerd In The Name Of the : money, Im:urrlng any

- |expenses or acting on
Vide Sale Deed Registration No. 326, : |- e REah aly

medical recommendations
. |or entering into

Volume No. 67, On Pages 174 To183 commitment in relation to

- |any advertisement published

1 ! L
Wanjinder Singh 7/77 West punjabi: |in this publication, shall do so
entirely at his/ her discretion,
. |intelligence and risk. The

- | Company, Publisher or any of
Bengal Ambuja Housing Society City ¢ pany, ¥

its employees do not vouch
. |for any claims made by the
- | Advertisers of products and

Sanjaull, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh- :

. |services and shall not be held
 |liable for any damages,
amounting to Rs. 1124906/-, Original ; | 1955 Consequences, suffered
- |by any person on account

Deed/S) and old papers Of My Agri-

Nos. 7/2(1-3), §{4-B), 13(4-11), 14/1
(1-5), And 26(0-5) Situated In The
Revenue Estate Of Village Ujwa,

Tehsil Najafgarh, New Delhi. This
Company M/S M.S.R. Apparls (P) Ltd.
in Book No.i, Volume No. 3387, On
Pages 85 To 128 On Dated 15/01/
2007 Sale Deed Registration No.
2246, In Additional Book No.1,

On Dated 29/12/1997. If found

Manjinder Singh 7/77 West Punjabi
Bagh Delhi-110026, 9210659621

'#E LT. Col. Sumanta Mandal 5/0 Sh.

Santi Gopal Mandal Rfo 21, MNAV,

Cenire, Durgapur, West Bengal-
713216 and Lt. Col. Kulwant Manta
/o Late Sh. lai Lal Manta Rfo
Manta Niwas, Near Local Bus Stand,

171006 declares that the Unit No.
KINRS-1004 Ansal Highland Park,
Sector-103, Gurgaon- Receipt No.
(651822, 0651823 dt. 30/4/2018

Transfer Letter df.30/1/2015 amount
mentioned is Rs. 6205419.11/- and

Original Transfer form dt. 15/12/2014 :

have been actually lost near Dwarka advertisements.

Army Area Delhi. Cont: 8717058111
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Important: If you are interested in getfting any of these profiles done, you may please consult your Physician or come to
the laboratory in a Fasting state (10 to 12 hours after dinner). You will have to submit a Blood and Urine sample. The
test report consisting of test results, brief interpretation and limitations wherever applicable, can be collected by 5:00 pm.
It is possible to send a softcopy of the results by e-mail on request. Patients must consult their treating Physician for
interpretation, further investigations and management. Self-interpretation & self-medication are strongly discouraged.
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Home Visit

ﬁ'

“::"I Lirnited facility with a prior appointment for Blood
Specimen Collection for Sick & Mon-ambulatory

Sawal Dass R/o T-58, West Patel Ngr  :

N.Delhi-110008 that Declare that

1 cuanGe OF NAME B CHANGE OF NAME

- 1, JATINDER kumar alias Jitender S/ : 1, NALIN Bansal S/o Hem Prakash

Bansal, Rfo E-410, Prateek Edifice,

Sector 107, Noida, L.P. have changed :

» For all queries, rely safely on contacting our Number / Email :

Jitender & Jatinder Kumar Both name
are belong to one and same Person.

patients is available. Please contacl
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my name to Nalin Kumar Bansal for
all purposes.
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: |, MANISHA D/o Shri Babu Lal, Rfo

. Eros Sampooernam, Flat no. 903,
Tower B6, Plot no. Gh-01, Sector 2,
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have changed my name to Manisha
Gosain for all future purposes.

| SATISH Kumar Sharma S/0,
- Shri Sheo Nandan Sharma Rfo
1405, Malaygiri Tower, Kaushambi,
l.e, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, U.P:
201010 have changed my name (o
Satish Kumar for all purposes.
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-term MP faces ex-JNU leader in N-E Delhi

{t MANOJ TIWARI } BJP CANDIDATE

The AAP [government] has caused a lot of pain to the people in Delhi. I
have told them how the central government developed the area.

NEW DELHI: Actor, singer and
politician -- Manoj Tiwari is not
new to electoral politics. He first
took the plunge in 2009, when
he contested against Yogi Aditya-
nath in Gorakhpur on a Samaj-
wadi Party ticket. A battle that
he lost. But eventually he came
to Delhi and was made the presi-
dent of the city unit of the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party (BJP). In 2014,
the party fielded him from the
North East Delhi constituency —
a seat which has a concentration
of working class neighbour-
hoods and several unauthorised
colonies and is also character-
ised by a sizeable population of
the people from Poorvanchal, a
region that Tiwari calls home
and where he has earned the sta-
tus of a superstar with his work
in the Bhojpuri cinema. In fact, it
is Delhi which first sent him to
the Parliament. He represented
the North East Delhi seat in 2014,
and returned as an MP from the
same seat in 2019, This time too,
Tiwari is contesting from the
seat, He spoke to HT's Alok KN
Mishra and Karn Pratap Singh
for an interview, discussing his
campaign and plans for the area.
Edited excepts:

You are the two-term MP
from North East Delhi. You
are contesting for the third
time. What's different? Is
there any anti-incum-
bency? How is the public
responding to your cam-
paign?

People from of my constitu-
ency are organising public meet-
ings on their own to support me.
Ever since the party has
announced my candidature on
March 2, 1 have held 350 public
meetings, 15 public meetings on
average per day. Around 300
such meetings have been orga-
nised by the people themselves.
Before the Congress named Kan-
haiya Kumar as its candidate
from North East Delhi against
me people used to wonder who
will be my competitor. But, ever
since his name has been
announced, the people are deter-
mined to re-elect me. I am get-
ting a lot of love from the people.

You are the sitting MP
here, what problems do
you feel are plaguing the

RAJ K RAJHT

People raise the issue of poor roads,
waterlogging, dirty water supply...I have
to explain to them that the AAP
government in Delhi is responsible for

these problems.

area. How you have worked
to fix them over all these
years?

People raise the issue of poor
internal roads, water logging in
parts of the constituency, dirty
water bring supplied to house-
holds.....all works that the Aam
Aadmi Party government in
Delhi has not done. But only a
handful of people, 10 out of 100
people, are raising these issues. |
have to explain to them that
issues all these issues are to be
addressed by the Delhi govern-
ment. And the people under-
stand when [ explain it to them.
The people say that PM Naren-
dra Modi has done excellent
work and they are going to
re-elect him. The AAP has
caused a lot of pain to the people
of Delhi. I tell the people that the
central government has linked
North East Delhi with Metro net-
work, the work on Metro Phase
IV from Maujpur to Mukundpur
is going on, National Highway
709B (Delhi-Saharanpur) 1is
being constructed, central
schools have been opened... The
people of Delhi did not give the
responsibility of fixing issues of
internal roads, dirty water sup-
ply, overflowing drains....[to the
BJP in 2020 assembly polls]

You campaigned for the
BJP in various states in
2019 Lok Sabha polls as
well. What difference do
you see on the ground this
time as compared to 20197
For the ongoing elections, I
have campaigned in six states —
UP, Bihar, Uttarakhand, Assam,
Maharashtra and West Bengal
—even as l am con-
testing from North 2
East Delhi. The wave 4
in favour of PM Nar-
endra Modi is
stronger in 2024 as
compared to 2019.

In 2019, it was tri-
angular contest
between the BJP,

-

in

FLECTION
INTERVIEW

{ KANHAIYA KUMAR } CONGRESS CANDIDATE
Traffic, drainage, crimes against women....I know the issues in North

East Delhi better than the incumbent MP, Manoj Tiwari

NEW DELHI: From a student
leader at the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Kanhaiya Kumar has
come a long way. He is contest-
ing his second Lok Sabha elec-
tions, from North East Delhi con-
stituency. He spoke to HT's
Vrinda Tulsian about his politi-
cal journey and the issuesin the
constituency. Edited excerpts:

Arvind Kejriwal is out on
bail. How do you feel about
it?

Thisis very good news; it will
positively impact the Delhi elec-
tions. I would just say there is no
need to panic for the people
NDA... You have to pay for what
you do. If you want to throttle
democracy in this country, you
should remember that Gandhi,
Ambedkar, and Nehru made this
country and the citizens and this
country are democratic. This is
just the beginning.

You and Manoj Tiwari are
both from Bihar but you
are termed an outsider.
Why?

I am a Bihari. Hearing the
word ‘outsider’ as a Bihari is not
new to me... As soon as we take
the train and the Bihar border
ends... we get called “outsiders”.
I don't take this as an allegation.
This is my truth and I will
proudly live it,

Is there pressure within
the party? Are
the workers
upset with your
ticket?

Why will there be
pressure? Iflam an
outsider here, where
was Modi ji born...
was he bornin Vara-
nasi? Atal Bihari
Vajpayee used to

the AAP and the
Congress. This time the
AAP and the Congress have
formed a pre-poll alliance.
Do you think, it could be a
tougher challenge?

We will win by a bigger mar-
gin than 2019. The AAP-Con-
gress alliance is just a reaction-
ary tie up, and it has got only
negative reactions.

The workers of both the AAP
and the Congress are feeling
cheated.

fight elections from
Balrampur, Sushma Swaraj ji
fought from Karnataka, and LK
Advani fought elections from
Lucknow. This is not the matter
of any one party. Manoj Tiwari
himself is not from here. Why
does this ‘outsider’ debate hap-
pen in politics?

What are the constituency
demands according to you?
Especially considering how
North East Delhi is so
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A fire broke out inside a building at the Kinari Bazaar in Chandni Chowk on Sunday afternoon.
Delhi Fire Services said they sent 13 tenders to douse the blaze, which had spread to the entire
building. Police said the building was a shop or storage space that caught fire due toa short
circuit. Noinjuries were reported.

ARVIND YADAV/HT

Arrest part of plan to break
AAP: Kejriwal to party MLAS

Paras Singh

paras@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi chief minister
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener Arvind Kejri-
wal on Sunday held his first
meeting with all party MLAs at
his official residence in Civil
Lines after his arrest in March
and alleged that it was the plan
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to topple the AAP govern-
ments in Delhi and Punjab.

Kejriwal called his arrest a
ploy to “crush the AAP", a plan
that did not fructify, adding that
the party has become more uni-
fied after the arrest.

“They [BJP] had all these sto-
ries. But the result was the oppo-
site. Our party became even
more united instead of breaking
away. They could not topple our
government, break our MLAS or
dent our Punjab government.
The narrative all over the coun-
try went against them,” he said.

Kejriwal added that BJP tried
to manipulate several AAP
MLAs through threats and

ARVIND KEJRIWAL
SAID THE PARTY
HAS BECOME
EVEN MORE
UNITED AFTER
THE ARREST

offers. "I got to know about those
BJP had approached but no one
broke away. All of you remained
united and the party is so proud
of you. We keep getting news
about other parties how their
people in Indore and Surat left
before elections but nothing
works on our party, even ED
threats failed,” Kejriwal added.

He said that the AAP is the
only party working towards the
country’s future. “People have
tried the other parties and this is
whywe are in this state. AAP has
to hold the reins of the country
in the future and this is why they
are so afraid of AAP...," he added.

The CM has called a meeting
of MLAs on Monday.

The BJP did not comment on
the matter.

CM fires retirement salvo
at BJP again

Kejriwal on Sunday, addressing
a press conference on AAP's “10
guarantees” for Lok Sabha polls
at the party headquarters on
Sunday, sought to know from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi if
the 75-year retirement rule was
only for other party leaders or if
he would retire next year, and
urged him to name his succes-
SOr.

“PM Modi will retire next year
and it is not clear who will fulfil
his guarantees. But I am going
nowhere,” he said, pitching the
polls as "Kejriwal ki guarantees
versus Modi’s guarantees”.

On Saturday, Kejriwal said
that voting for the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) would be voting
for Amit Shah as the Prime Min-
ister, claiming Modi would retire
next year.

Reacting to it, Union home
minister Shah had said on Satur-
day that Modi will continue to
serve the country in the top post
after the Lok Sabha elections
and complete his term.

9 INJURED IN FIRE
AT THREE-STOREY

PLASTIC FACTORY
IN BAWANA SEC-T

HT Correspondent

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At least nine people
were injured, some of them
severely, in blasts from a fire
that erupted at a three-storey
plastic item manufacturing fac-
tory at Bawana Industrial Area
Sector 1in outer Delhi on Sun-
day afternoon, police and fire
department officials said.
Twenty fire tenders and over 50
firemen took hours to douse the
flames and prevent the fire from
spreading to adjacent factories.

Delhi Fire Services chief Atul
Garg said that the fire control
room was informed around
3pm. Deputy commissioner of
police (outer north) Ravi Kumar
Singh said that nine people
were injured. Five of them were
discharged after treatment
while the other four are still
undergoing treatment. He said a
short circuit was suspected
cause of the fire.

MCD MAYOR ASKS
COMMISSIONER TO

FIX UNAUTHORISED
PARKING IN CITY

NEW DELHI: Delhi Mayor Shelly
Oberoi has written to the com-
missioner of Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi, Gyanesh Bharti,
demanding action against ille-
gal parking in the city, accord-
ing to an official statement.
Oberoi has asked the com-
missioner to give directions to
the officials concerned to iden-
tify and prepare a list of all the
illegal parking spots in the city,
take action against them and
submit a comprehensive report
to her within five days, the state-
ment released on Sunday said.
“It has come to my notice that
so many illegal parkings are
being run in various parts of
Delhi. These are creating nui-
sance and inconvenience to the
public... it has also resulted in
huge revenue loss to the corpo-
ration...,” the statement said.
“...It 1s desired necessary
direction may be given to con-
cerned officer, prepare list of all
theillegal parkings... take action
and submit the report to the
office of undersigned (Mayor)
within five days,” it added. pTI
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[ am a Bihari. Hearing the word ‘outsider’
as a Bihari is not new to me... As soon as
we take the train and the Bihar border
ends... we get called “outsiders”. [ don’t
take this as an allegation...

underdeveloped?

I know more than Manoj
Tiwari ji what the real situation
is. If it is about who came to
Delhi first,

[ arrived much before him. He
was contesting elections in 2009
against Yogi Adityanath from
Gorakhpur. I was in Mukherjee
Nagar in 2009. The question is
what has the MP of the party
done in 10 years? See the condi-
tions of Chauhan Basti and Kadi-
pur village. There are traffic
problems, drainage issues, con-
struction issues, crimes against
women... These incidents hap-
pen in the country’s capital, Par-
liament is not very far from here.
This constituency was covered
with tarpaulin during G20... BJP
and Manoj Tiwari were so
ashamed of the people that they
covered them up.

How do the challenges dif-
fer in Delhi compared to
Begusarai?

The geography is different
and the demography is different
so obviously, there are differen-
ces but there are similarities too
— people in Begusarai and
North East Delhi are struggling
with inflation and, unemploy-
ment.

You mentioned you don’t
have funds. What does
campaigning look like for
you till May 257

We will contest the elections
with the support of people
through crowdfunding... we will
fight for the people with their
backing.

This approach follows the
Gandhian way. Gandhi ji also
used crowdfunding during the
freedom struggle, fighting with
the support of the people. In the
last election also, we relied on
crowdfunding.

JNU to Begusarai to Delhi,
you finish 10 vears in poli-
tics next year. How do you
reflect on this journey?

I came to Delhi to become a
collector but ended up pursuing
a doctorate instead. Then I went
to jail... from Bihar to Tihar.
Despite my intentions to become
a teacher, I found myself drawn
to politics.

From contesting elections in
Begusarai to now doing so in
Delhi, my journey has been far
from what I had envisioned. Yet,
[ remain grounded in my beliefs,
principles, and the lessons I've
gleaned from society.

SANCHIT KHANNA/ HT
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WD wanes, Delhi
temp set to spike

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi on Sunday
logged a maximum tempera-
ture of 39.8°C, normal for this
time of the season, with the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) predicting a further
rise in the temperature due to
the waning impact of a western
disturbance — bringing a dust
storm to the Capital on Friday
night — which will cease to
influence Delhi after Monday.

IMD officials said the maxi-
mum temperature will touch
42°C by Friday. They said that
although there are chances of
cloudiness persisting till Mon-
day, Delhi is unlikely to see
much rain.

“There is a possibility of an
isolated place recording some
drizzle in NCR, but the main
impact of the western disturb-
ance, which is primarily
impacting the hills, is over. The
maximum should hover around
40°C till Tuesday and as the
skies become clear, is likely to
rise further and reach 42°C by
Friday,” an IMD official said.

Delhi’'s maximum tempera-
ture on Saturday was 38.9°C,
which was a degree below the

normal. It was 39°C on Friday,
when a strong dust storm, with
gusty winds up to 90 kmpm hit
the Capital, uprooting trees,
damaging property and leading
to flight diversions late in the
evening.

No rain was recorded at any
of the weather stations across
the city on Sunday.

The minimum temperature
on the day was 25.8°C, the nor-
mal for this time of the year, up
from 24.9°C a day earlier. Nights
are likely to get warmer too,
with the minimum set to be
oscillating between 26°C and
27°C till Friday, IMD said.

Delhi’s highest maximum so
far this season is 42°C, recorded
on May 7. The Capital is yet to
record a heatwave day, with fre-
quent western disturbance halt-
ing rising mercury level.

Delhi’s air, meanwhile,
returned to the “moderate” cat-
egory on Sunday, recording a
24-hour average air quality
index (AQI) of 183 at 4pm on
Sunday, an improvement from
Saturday’s average AQI of 239
(“poor”) at the same time.

The Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) said ozone (O3)
was the primary pollutant in
Delhi’s air.
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Portrait of a CP landmark
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Sun sets every evening in Connaught
Place (CP). But the sun refuses to set in
CP’s Sunny Guest House. More than fifty
years old, the upper-floor lodge is a less-
er-known but lasting CP institution, continuing to
survive even as many places of its kind have shut
shop in the colonial-era district. It found an hon-
ourable mention in the third edition of Lonely
Planet India (1993), then titled India: A Survival

The longtime landmark has its own longtime
living landmark—its “room boy,” the venerable
Murari Lal (real name; Brij Lal). In his 60s, he has
been with the guest house since 1985. “1 had come
to Delhi from Moradabad in search of work, found
a job in a garment export factory in Okhla, later I
landed here,” he says, with chin up, arms crossed.
This afternoon, Murari Lal (see photo) is standing
by the reception desk, being manned by the guest
house’s new manager Rishabh. This young man
with a tattooed arm remarks that all the nine
rooms are currently occupied. Murali Lal notes
that “earlier most guests used to be foreign back-

- P i i w2l a ]
e A
..L_' k "; - . = -
‘_- .ﬂ‘ -’__. B Y . i

= -{H-,-':- 1 = pa T e
-"l."l- '.:'5':* i i .l:f.' Sl B
h .

packers.”

rupees.

Ilustrating the duties of a “room boy,” Murari
Lal explains the typical tasks of a hotel house-
keeper—making the bed, replenishing the sup-
plies etc. The elderly man confirms he has
remained a “room boy” through the years. “This
job has provided dal-roti to me and my family for

many years.”

Soon the sun will start to set, and Sunny’s
“room boy” will board bus no. 602 for his home in

Vasant Vihar.

Wory

orld

The guest house is quiet, the only sound is the
deep whirring of the staircase’s air cooler. The
staircase winds down into the lane outside
through a discreetly positioned door, beside
which a fading painted text warns of “touts and
misleading information.” Much has altered in the
CP side-lane outside the guest house. Many simi-
lar guest houses shut down one by one. Murali Lal
lists some of the names, taking time to dig each
out from his memory: Asian Guest House, Gandhi
Guest House, Ringo Guest House, Sona Rupa
Guest House. Ringo enjoyed a cult status among
the foreign backpackers in the 1980s and 90s;
sleeping on a rooftop charpoy used to cost 40

READ:
For more
stories by
Mayank
Austen
Soofi,

scan the
OR code
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PHASE 4 OF POLLING

heatwave conditions in previ-
ous phases, the poll panel
downplayed this risk for Mon-
day.

“The weather forecast indi-
cates that the Parliamentary
Constituencies going for polls
are likely to experience normal
to below normal temperatures
(+2 degrees) and there will be no
heatwave-like condition in these
areas on the polling day,” the EC
said, in a press statement.

Among the key battleground
states will be Andhra Pradesh,
where all of its 25 Lok Sabha
seats and 175 assembly constitu-
encies will all see their fates
sealed, with a newly minted alli-
ance between the former chief
minister Chandrababu Naidu-
led TDP, Pawan Kalyan's Jan
Sena and the BJP hoping to
seize power from a dominant
YSRCP.

In 2019, the party, led by
Jagan Mohan Reddy had swept
to power in the state, winning
22 of the 25 Lok Sabha seats and
151 of the 175 assembly seats.

Since then, Naidu and the BJP
have both accused Reddy of cor-
ruption, even as the BJP kept its
channels open with both
regional forces in the run up to
the election, eventually picking
the TDP as its alliance partner.

While coordination within
the alliance has not always been
seamless, Naidu will hope that a
combination of anti-incum-
bency and a caste calculus that
brings together three parties
will be enough to return him to
the seat of power in the state.

Jharkhand too also sees the
beginning of its Lok Sabha poll
schedule on Monday, with four
of its 14 seats voting on Monday,
and the rest to be held in the
three remaining phases.

A key seat among these four
is Khuntu, where Union tribal
affairs and agriculture minister
Arjun Munda is hoping to
secure a second term, but is
against old foe Kalicharan
Munda, who he beat in 2019 by
a slender margin of 1,445 votes.

The BJP currently holds all
four seats.

“This phase is crucial for us
also because three of the five
seats reserved for scheduled
tribes are going to polls. In 2019,
we won three of five seats, but
were washed out in most of the
ST seats in assembly elections.
This will be a test of whether the
tribal sentiments has been
revived for the BJP or is still
held by the JMM and the Con-
gress. We think we are comfort-
able on the general seats. The
real battle is here,” a senior BJP
leader said, asking not to be
named.

In Odisha too, there are four
Lok Sabha seats, as well as 28 of
the 243 assembly seats that will
vote on Monday. One key pres-
tige battle is in Berhampur
where the BJP is attempting to
wrest back a Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) citadel that it had last
won in 1999. It has also become
a key battle because the BJP
candidate is Pradip Panigrahy,
once the aide of Odisha chief
minister Naveen Patnaik.

But away from Berhampur,
there are also elections that will
be held in the once-Maoist cita-
del of Swabhiman Anchal in the
Nabarangpur Lok Sabha con-
stituency, currently held by the
BJID.

"At least 25 BSF companies
and 100 other police personnel
have been deployed in the dis-
trict. We have also deployed
more forces from other dis-
tricts. Police personnel have
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been given satellite phones.
Though the Andhra Pradesh-
Odisha border is not seeing
much movement of Maoists, we
are keeping a close eye. Regular
coordination meetings with
police of Andhra Pradesh and
Chhatisgarh are happening,”
said a senior Odisha Police offi-
cer.

Elections will also be held in
eight Madhya Pradesh seats on
Monday, including in Indore,
which has no Congress candi-
date in the fray after Akshay
Bam, the man the party had
given the ticket to, joined the
BJP hours before he was sched-
uled to file his nomination. Of
the other seven, three are seats
reserved for scheduled tribes —
Khargone, Ratlam and Dhar —
and two are reserved for sched-
uled castes —Ujjain and Dewas.

In Bihar's Munger, sitting MP
and former JD(U) president
Rajiv Ranjan Singh (also known
as Lalan Singh) is in battle
against Kumari Anita, the wife
of gangster Ashok Mahto, of the
Rashtriya Janata Dal. While
Singh, a close confidant of chief
minister Nitish Kumar, has said
that he will sail through based
on the NDA’s development
agenda, the electoral battleis a
test of the caste combination of
both alliances in the fray. RJD
state president and former dep-
uty chief minister Tejashwi
Yadav has urged “backward
class” voters to unite and vote
for the RJD candidate, an osten-
sible response to gangster
Anant Singh, who has report-
edly canvassed support for
Lalan Singh. In the fray in the
other seats are union ministers
-- Giriraj Singh from Begusarai
and Nityanand Rai from Ujiar-
pur.

In Uttar Pradesh, voting will
be held in Kannauj, where SP
chief and one of INDIA alli-
ance’s key leaders Akhilesh
Yadav will look to retain the seat
against BJP's Subrat Pathak.

Elections will also be held in
Srinagar on Monday amid tight
security in the first such elec-
tion since the abrogation of
Article 370 in August 2019.
Security has been tightened
across the five districts that

make up the constituency. “We
have made all the security
arrangements in polling sta-
tions, locations, distribution
centres and strong rooms. All
the prescribed security arrange-
ments under the guidelines of
the election commission of
India have been made for the
Srinagar parliamentary constit-
uency, said Kashmir inspector
general of police, Vidhi Kumar
Birdi.

The police officer said that
thousands of paramilitary per-
sonnel, road opening parties,
quick reaction teams, static sur-
veillance teams , flying squads
and inter district checkpoints
have been set up.

Though there are 24 candi-
dates in fray, the constituency
will likely witness a triangular
contest between the National
Conference (NC), whose candi-
date is Aga Ruhullah Mehdi, the
Apni Party whose candidate 1s
Mohammad Ashraf Mir and the
People’'s Democratic Party
(PDP), who is being represented
by Waheed Para.

Both the PDP and the NC
have in recent days accused the
Union government-led adminis-
tration in Jammu and Kashmir
of “bias™ and “unjust crackdown
on party activists”, with their
leaders saying the local police
had rounded up a number of
party workers from both their
organisations.

KEJRIWAL'S PROMISES

clinics and excellent schools,”
he said.

“There are some things that
should have been completed in
the last 75 years... These things
are like laying the foundation
stone of a nation. Without them,
the nation cannot move ahead,”
Kejriwal added.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), however, accused the
Delhi chief minister of lying and
called his guarantees “fake”.

Kejriwal has been in a flurry
of political activity since being
granted 21-days’ interim bail by
the Supreme Court on Friday.
He held a meeting with his
party’s MLAs on Sunday morn-
ing, after which he addressed
the press conference, following
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it up with roadshows in Moti
Nagar and Uttam Nagar.

During the press briefing,
Kejriwal — who was flanked by
his Punjab counterpart Bhag-
want Mann, AAP parliamenta-
rian Sanjay Singh, Delhi minis-
ters Gopal Rai, Atishi and Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj, and senior
leader Sandeep Pathak — said
the release of the guarantees
was delayed due to his incarcer-
ation.

He also admitted that he had
not run the promises past his
coalition partners in the INDIA
alliance. However, Kejriwal said
he was sure “they will not
oppose any of the promises”.

“After the INDIA bloc forms
the government, 1 guarantee
that I will get all my alliance
partners to fulfil these prom-
ises,” he said.

The AAP is contesting 22 Lok
Sabha seats across the country.
These include four of seven
seats in Delhi, all 13 seats in
Punjab (where it will face off
against the Congress), two in
Gujarat, one in Haryana and
two in Assam.

The promises are similar to
the six guarantees Kejriwal's
wife Sunita revealed during an
INDIA bloc rally on March 31

Elaborating on his 10 guaran-
tees, Kejriwal said that the gov-
ernment will provide people
across the country with 24-hour
power supply and that the poor
will be given 200 free units. He
said that the country can pro-
duce 300,000mw of power,
higher than the summer peak
demand of 200,000 MW. “We
did this in Delhi and Punjab and
will replicate it across the coun-
try... It will take around X1.25
lakh crore to fulfil this prom-
ise,” he said.

Kejriwal promised to
improve the quality of educa-
tion in government schools to
the extent that they better pri-
vate ones. “This will need X5
lakh crore, which will be
equally shared by the Centre
and state. Over the five years, it
will need only 250,000 crore,”
he said.

He said that thirdly, quality
free health care will be ensured
for all through mohalla clinics
in “every village and locality”
across the country and upgrade
of district hospitals to multi-
specialty hospitals. "We will
develop health infrastructure in

every corner of the country,” he
said, adding that it will cost 5
lakh crore over five years.

Touching on India’s border
conflict with China, he said
“rashtra sarvopari (nation-first
attitude)” will be adopted and
the army given complete free-
dom to free Indian land from
Chinese occupation.

“China has occupied our
land... Everyone knows the real-
ity through satellite pictures.
Hiding it is not the solution...
We will remove China from our
land. Firstly, we will use diplo-
matic channels, and second, we
will provide a free hand to the
country’s armed forces,” he said.

He also said that the Agniveer
scheme will be discontinued.

“This scheme is bad for the
army and youngsters. We will
regularise all those who have
enrolled under this scheme,” he
said.

Kejriwal also made agricul-
ture a plank for the polls, prom-
ising a “dignified life” for farm-
ers and full compensation for
their crops based on the Swami-
nathan Report.

He said that the seventh guar-
antee is “full statehood for
Delhi”, which was one of the
AAP’s key poll planks during the
2019 elections.

Under the eighth guarantee,
he promised the creation of 20
million jobs.

He also touched upon cor-
ruption and promised to ensure
justice as his ninth guarantee.

Lastly, Kejriwal said trade
and industry would be pro-
moted, GST simplified and also
taken out of the ambit of the
PMLA. “Over the past 10 years,
120,000 high net individuals
have left the country due to the
central government's terror. All
legal and administrative proc-
esses will be simplified to
ensure trade flourishes,” he
said.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva said the AAP was
“peddling dreams and nothing
else”.

“Not a single new college has
been opened in Delhi in nine-
and-a-half years and they are
promising schools in every vil-
lage of the country. Mohalla
clinics of Delhi have broken
down and even the Delhi high
court has reprimanded the state
government for its poor health
services, he said.
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NOIDA: RESIDENTS

OPPOSE LIQUOR
SHOP NEAR SCHOOL

Ashni Dhaor

ashni.dhaor@ hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: The Noida district excise
officer on Sunday took cogni-
zance of videos made by Sector
122 residents about a liquor shop
that has opened opposite a
school and ordered an inquiry,
officials said. “The liquor shop
has opened across the road from
Delhi Public School in Sector 122,
Noida,” said Iti Jain, a Sector 122
resident whose children go to
the same school.

Subodh Kumar, district excise
officer of Noida, said, “According
to our preliminary inquiry, this
liguor shop was previously
located elsewhere and has just
shifted to its new premises. It
had a liquor licence for its previ-
ous premises and it has been
renewed.” The official added
that the new shop is located next
to the old shop in the same com-
plex and this much change in
the location is allowed as per

Activists oppose
concretising of
pond in G Noida

Maria Khan

maria.khan@hindustantimes.com

GREATER NOIDA: The Greater
Noida authority has begun con-
cretising the area surrounding a
25-acre water body in Bhola
Rawal. However, environmen-
talists and activists have
opposed the move and urged
the authority to stop the work
and free up the space.

According to environmental
experts, the move violates a gov-
ernment order and the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) guide-
lines. Activists said that the
water body will be damaged if
its banks are concretised, which
will also reduce the pond area.

“There is a government order
of March 2018 which says that
no concretisation is permitted
on the catchment of a water-
body. No interlocking tiles are
permitted even if the work is
carried out, and this is to ensure
that the water infiltration and
circulation process is not hin-
dered,” said environment law-
yer Akash Vashishtha.

“The water bodies in the area
have already been reeling under
encroachments and now, these
works have been commenced to
concretise the surrounding of
the pond located here in Greater
Noida,” said a local environ-
ment activist requesting ano-
nymity.

The activity is rather reduc-
ing the area of the waterbody,
said another environment activ-
ist Abhisht Gupta, who added:
“Local vendors or others may
also encroach upon this
cemented place later to putup
their kiosks.”

Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority
(GNIDA), meanwhile, clarified
that the work is being carried

ﬂﬂ'icialﬁ at the pond. HT

out due to security concerns
and on the request of local resi-
dents.

“There is an ancient temple
nearby and villagers in large
numbers gather in the area who
come to visit the temple. Locals
in the area had requested that
due to visitors thronging the
place, there is a risk of slipping
into the pond in the absence of a
secure boundary,” said senior
manager (projects) (GNIDA)
Rajesh Kumar.

Moreover, rainfall leads to
cutting of the boundaries of the
ponds as the mud tends to cave
in and therefore, the works
were initiated, he said, adding:
“This is being done for public
welfare and being carried out in
the supervision of the senior
officials.”

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) recently directed the
Noida Industrial Development
Authority and Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority to remove concretisa-
tion that has come up at road-
sides and road berms, in their
respective jurisdictions within
Noida and Greater Noida.

The order had come after the
Central Pollution Control Board
stated that the activity was “pos-
ing a threat” to the environ-
ment, HT had reported on Tues-
day.

G Noida bookshop’s
website hacked, online
1 payments diverted

Ashni Dhaor

ashn.dhaor@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: Cyber fraudsters hacked
the website of a bookshop in
Greater Noida West to rob peo-
ple who placed online orders for
books, police said on Sunday,
adding that they have received a
complaint from the owner of
the book shop.

Ashwini Kumar, the owner of
Bhartiya Book Mart at French
Arcade shopping complex in
Sector 16B, said the mobile
phone number on his website
was replaced by cyber fraud-
sters two weeks ago, and 20
people who placed online
orders for books have been
defrauded since then, police
said.

“We discovered the hack on
May 10 when a man came to our
shop asking for books he paid
for online. We told him we do
not take online payments or
give home delivery of books.
That is when we realised that
our webpage has been hacked
and instead of our phone num-
ber, some other phone number

has been put there,” said
Kumar.

Sumit Saxena, a resident of
Supertech Ecovillage 1, was
cheated of 27,000 after he
placed an online order for books
through the online contact
number,

“Bhartiya Book Mart is a well-
known shop in the locality. So,
when I saw online that they are
offering home delivery of books,
[ placed an order by calling the
given number. The person on
the phone took my address and
told me that the books would be
delivered in 10 minutes, and I
paid him online. However,
when I didn’t get the books, I
tried to call the number again
but that person had blocked my
contact number. I went to the
bookshopin the evening asking
for the books, and thatis when I
realised that I had been
defrauded,” said Saxena.

According to Vinod Yadav, in
charge of the cybercrime police
station in Sector 36, Noida, a
first information report will be
registered after police complete
a preliminary inquiry.

Noida authority urged
to clean drains soon

NOIDA: The Federation of Noida
Residents Welfare Association
(FONRWA), representing 121 sec-
tors of the city, on Friday
appealed to the Noida authority
to carry out a cleaning exercise
of small and big drains across
Noida before the monsoon sets
111.

officer (Noida authority) Lokesh
M, the association has sought
immediate measures before the
rains in the city.

Lokesh M told HT that clean-
ing of drains is a continuous
process and he has been person-
ally conducting inspections of
various locations to take stock of
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Shah launches attack on Sonia,
Rahul from Gandhis’ borough

HT Correspondents

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW/PRAYAGRAJ: Union
home minister Amit Shah on
Sunday attacked the Congress
during a Lok Sabha poll rally in
the Gandhi family pocket bor-
ough of Rae Bareli, accusing sen-
ior leader Sonia Gandhi of
“spending over 70% of her MP
funds on minorities” and posing
five questions before Rahul Gan-
dhi and asking him to make his
stand clear on those queries.

Rae Bareli will vote in the fifth
phase of the Lok Sabha elections
on May 20. Rahul, a former Con-
gress president, is in the poll fray
from the seat that his mother,
Sonia, held from 2004 till last
month, when she moved to the
Rajya Sabha.

“The ‘shahzada’ (prince — an
apparent reference to Rahul) has
come here to seek votes. You
have been voting for many years.
Have you received anything
from the MP fund? If you have
not received it, then where did it
20? It went to their vote bank.
Sonia Gandhi has spent more
than 70% of the MP funds on
minorities,” Shah said.

“You gave the Gandhi family a

ment work has been done. They
(Congress) do not believe in
development. They do not even
come to you in your good or bad
times,” he added.

Canvassing for Bharatiya Jan-

RALLY TRACKER

BIP

1 Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister
West Bengal:

Barrackpore, Hooghly, |
Arambagh Howrah ]

-

2 Amit Shah
Union home minister

Uttar Pradesh:
Kaushambi, Rae Bareli,
Gonda

@ Mallikarjun
I{harge. Cong chief
Maharashtra: Dhule

€ Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Congress
general secretary

Uttar Pradesh:
Rae Bareli

Mamata Bane erE. .
West Bengal chief minister

Bengal: Barrackpore
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2 Before

w. Independence,
the poor, Dalits
and tribals were
treated like
~ slaves. If you give
athird term to
Modi and Shah,
- the same
I situation will
repeat...”
— MALLIKARJUN
KHARGE,
CONGRESS CHIEF

recommend development works

crore a year in their constitu-
ency.

Intensifying his attack, Shah
charged the Congress's first fam-
ily with “lying” to the people.
“This Gandhi family is an expert

Shah posed five questions to
chance for years, but no develop-  involving expenditureof upto¥5  Rahul, who is also contesting

from Wayanad in Kerala, asking
him to make his stand clear on
those queries.

“I want to ask five questions
publicly — triple talag, which
was abolished by Modi ji... Was it

ata Party (BJP) candidate Dinesh  in lying. They are now promising good or bad? Rahul baba,

Pratap Singh, Shah urged the
people to vote for his party nom-
inee so that Rae Bareli could be
connected with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's “development
journey”.

Under the MP fund, a Lok
Sabha lawmaker is allowed to

%1 lakh to every woman. In the

answer the people of Rae Bareli

Shah also referred to surgical
strikes by Indian armed forces
on terror establishments across
the border and alleged that the
former Congress chief had raised
questions on it. "Modi ji con-
ducted the surgical strikes, was it
good or bad?” Shah said. “Talso
want to ask him why you did not
go to the Ram Temple in Ayo-

Telangana (assembly) polls, they  whether you want tobringback  dhya. Give an answer.”

had said they would give 15,000
to every woman. The women of
the state elected them (Con-
gress)... Forget about 15,000,
they did not even give 21,500,” he
alleged.

triple talaq?” Shah said. "Instead
of a Muslim personal law,
should there be a Uniform Civil
Code or not? They say that they
will bring (back) the Muslim per-
sonal law.”

His fifth question pertained to
the Congress leader’s opinion on
abrogation of Article 370, which
gave special status to the erst-
while state of Jammu & Kash-
mir.

“At last, Rahul baba should
tell the people of Rae Bareli that
do you support the scrapping of
Article 370 or not?” Shah said,
adding Rahul should seek the
votes of the people of Rae Bareli
after answering these questions.

Later, the BJP's top strategist
also addressed a poll rally in Prat-
apgarh, which comes under Kau-
shambi Lok Sabha constituencyin
Uttar Pradesh, and continued his
attack on the Congress.

Referring to senior Congress
leader Mani Shankar Aiyar’s
controversial remarks on Paki-
stan, Shah said: “Mani Shankar
Aiyar of the Congress, and INDI
Alliance leader Faroog Abdullah
said Pakistan should be
respected because they have the
atom bomb and don’t demand
Pak occupied Kashmir (PoK).
Today, I want to ask—is PoK not
a part of India? Rahul baba, if
you want to be scared of the
atom bomb, be scared, we are
not scared. Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir belongs to India and we
will take it.”

Attacking the INDIA bloc,
Shah said it has no chance of
winning the Lok Sabha elections.
“Assuming that they do, who
will be the prime minister?
When a reporter asked this ques-
tion, the answer was a one-year
term on a rotational basis. Rahul
baba, this is not a grocery shop,”
Shah said.

Later in the day, Shah also
held a rally in Gonda, which
along with Kaushambi, will also
vote in the fifth phase on May 20.

Reacting to Shah's remarks,
Uttar Pradesh Congress spokes-
person CP Rai said: "He speaks
such absurd things despite being
a Union minister. Why can't he
talk about what his party did in
the last10 years?”

DALITS, TRIBALS
WILL TURN SLAVES
AGAIN [F MQODI,
SHAH RE-ELECTED

Under a heavy security blanket, Kashmir set
for its first major poll since Article 370 move

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

DHULE (MAHARASHTRA): Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Sunday claimed that a
third term for Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Union home min-
ister Amit Shah would mean the
poor, Dalits and tribals would be
“treated like slaves”.

Addressing a campaign rallyin
Maharashtra's Dhule constitu-
ency, Kharge accused Modi of fail-
ing to deliver on his promises of
bringing back black money and
providing jobs.

“Before Independence, the
poor, Dalits and tribals were
treated like slaves, If you give a
third term to Modi and Shah, the
same situation will repeat. We will
become slaves again,” he said.

Congress has fielded former
MLA Shobha Bachhav against
former Union minister Subhash
Bhamre of BJP from Dhule Lok
Sabha constituency which will
vote on May 20.

“RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat had
said in 2015 that the Constitution
should be changed. Later, many
BJP MPs and saffron party leaders
also made similar statements,”
Kharge said. He accused PM Modi
of “spreading lies”. Modi chest-
thumped about bringing back
black money from abroad but
never delivered on that promise,
said Kharge. "He claimed to pro-
vide two crore jobs every year but
never did. Instead of increasing
farmers’ income, as per his claims,
his wrong policies increased the
production cost for growers. That
is why Modi should be removed
from power,” Kharge added.

He also brought up the issue of
social unrest in Manipur due to
ethnic clashes.

“When the people of Manipur
were suffering so much, Modi
never uttered a single word about
it. He is a coward who did not even
visit there. Rahul Gandhi, on the
other hand, started his Nyay Yatra
from there and also interacted
with people. “Modi talks about
‘sabka saath, sabka vikaas’, but
what he did is 'sabka satyanash’
(destruction),” he said.

" elections |

LATEST ELE(TIDH NEWS
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Ashiq Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: A hefty security cover
marked by increased deployment
and vigil has engulfed Kashmir
ahead of Monday's voting for the
Srinagar Lok Sabha seat, the first
major electoral contestin the Val-
ley since the revocation of Article
370 in August of 2019.

Twenty four candidates, includ-
ing National Conference’s Ruhul-
lah Mehdiand the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party’s (PDP’s) Waheed
Parra are contesting from the
constituency, which has closeto
17.5 million eligible voters.

Thousands of security person-
nel from paramilitary forces and
J&K Police have been deployed
across the region toensure peace-
ful polling, officers aware of the
matter said. They added that Road
Opening Parties (ROPs), Quick
Reaction Teams (QRTs), Static Sur-
veillance Teams (S5Ts) have also
been stationed as part of the secu-

Poll nﬂ‘iua]s w1tll EVMs in Srmagar on Sl.lIldEl}' PTI

rity arrangements.

“We have madeall the security
arrangements in polling stations,
distribution centres and strong
rooms, All the prescribed security
arrangements under the guide-
lines of the Election Commission
have been made for the Srinagar

parliamentary constituency,” said
Kashmir’s inspector general of
police Vidhi Kumar Birdi.

A total of 2,135 polling stations
have been set up across the con-
stituency, and they will be manned
by close to 8,500 polling staff, the
officials added.

The officers added that they
have also made special arrange-
ments for the security of polling
staff. “They [polling staff] will be
accompanied by 1-2 segments of
police and another 1-2 segments of
central armed forces. Each seg-
ment comprises four persons,”
additional deputy commissioner
of Srinagar, Khalid Hussain said.

Officials said that all the polling
stations will have facilities for live
webcasting of the polling process,
which will be broadcasted to dis-
trict headquarters and the Central
Command Centres established at
Jammu and Srinagar.

The authorities have also issued
orders under Section 144 of CrPC
and IPC to restrict the assembly of
people from 6:00 pm on Saturday
till 6:00pm on Monday.

“Therewill bea ban on unlawful
assembly as per Section 144 of the
IPC, and any procession or rally
shall be prohibited,” an order by
deputy commissioner Srinagar,
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat, said.

{ ANURAG THAKUR } UNION MINISTER, BJP CANDIDATE FROM HAMIRPUR

‘Even Oppn is saymg...
abki baar 400 paar’

HAMIRPUR: Union minister
Anurag Thakur, whois seeking
another term from Himachal
Pradesh’s Hamirpur Lok Sabha
constituency and is scheduled
to file his nomination on Mon-
day, speaks to Dar Ovais on a
range of topics, including the
political turmoil that hit the hill
state earlier this year. Edited
excerpts:

Why should the people of
Hamirpur vote for you
again? What is vour poll
plan?

The poll plan is (to ensure) sta-
bility and continuity of the gov-
ernment. We are going to the pub-
lic with a list of achievements of
the (Narendra) Modi government
like Make in India, from ‘fragile
five to first five economies’, mak-
ing our borders more safe and
secure and strengthening our
armed forces, and the abrogation
of Articles 370 and 35A, which
brought a smile on the face of
Kashmiris. We also had more
than 11 peace accords in the
Northeast. In every
sector, India’s
progress is evident.
Prime Minister Modi
achieved in 10 years
what the Congress
could notin 60 years.
The continuity of the

us to continue our
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21,500 per month, which they
promised to deliver on the first
day (of assuming power in the
state). Cow dung was not pur-
chased at 2 and milk at 2100
per litre, and the youth has not
been given 500,000 jobs. They
all feel cheated. Thatis why you
can see the wave in Himachal;
we will win all four Lok Sabha
seats and all six by-elections.

What went wrong during
the 2022 assembly elec-
tions in Himachal? Even in
your home turf (Hamir-
pur), the BJP
lost all five
seats.

Something must
have gone wrong
(in places) where
we could not win
the elections but we
have progressed
from there and
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developmental and

have done course-

welfare agenda.

After the political turmoil
in Himachal earlier this
year, following the Rajya
Sabha elections, your
party has been accused of
starting horse-trading pol-
itics in the state.

They (Congress) could not
manage their own house.
Despite having (the support of)
40 MLAs in the Rajya Sabha
polls, they lost. We had only 25.
And if you also count the inde-
pendent MLAs, they had 43 and
despite that, we won the elec-
tion. That means they lost confi-
dence and have no moral
authority to remain in power.
They could not fulfil their prom-
ises they made 16 months ago.
The women are still waiting for

corrections on the
shortcomings. You could see
yesterday, thousands and thou-
sands of people hit the streets
(during the Vijay Sankalp Yatra
in Hamirpur) and you could see
the enthusiasm and the electri-
fying crowd. It clearly shows
that the people have made up
their mind, just not to win but to
create history in Himachal.

You are a prominent fig-
ure in the central govern-
ment. Do you envision
your future political tra-
jectory leading you
towards Himachal? Will
you return to state politics

from my constituency. Also, I
have never restricted myself as
an MP to work only for Hamir-
pur. Even during the Covid-19
pandemic, I installed three oxy-
gen plants in Hamirpur, Una
and Bilaspur, I also extended
help across Himachal Pradesh.

[t doesn’t matter if I am a cen-
tral minister or chief minister. I
am a political worker of the BJP
and if they tell me to contest
today and campaign tomorrow,
I will do that.

What are your views on
the overall political land-
scape of the country?

[ think I can hear one voice
all over wherever I travel, which
is "My choice Modi, My Choice
Modi, My Choice Modi”. So, I
think Modi is the most popular
leader of the world and he is the
choice of India.

Your opponents have said
that after the first phase of
the Lok Sabha polls, the
BJP is not talking about
‘400 paar’ anymore and
even PM Modi is nervous.

I do not think so. “Abki baar
400 paar’ is on the tongue of
every Indian. Even the Opposi-
tion is saying it. I think the
Opposition also knows that we
are coming to power again and
now, they are trying to mislead
the people by saying that the
BJP will cut down the SC/ST
quota... It is the Congress which
took away the 5% quota of SC/ST
and OBCs and gave it to the
Muslims.

INDIA bloc leaders have
been speaking against the
Agniveer scheme and they
have promised to abolish
it, if voted to power.

We have fulfilled the promise
to ex-servicemen by bringing
‘One Rank, One Pension’. We
have strengthened the armed
forces by providing them with
the latest fighter jets, warships
and weapons. We built 6,800km
of roads in border areas. As far
as the Agniveer scheme is con-

Blowmg off steam
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Telangana CM A Revanth Reddy plays football on Sunday
after the end of campaigningin the state. PTI

someday? cerned, thousands of youth
Iam very happy tobeamem- turned up during the recruit-
ber of Parliament from Hamir- mentdrive. It shows their inter-
pur... the kind of love I received  est in the scheme.
Andhra police books
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NANDYALA: The Andhra
Pradesh Police booked actor
Allu Arjun for allegedly
violating the Model Code of
Conduct during the silent
period in the run-up to
polls, said an official on
Sunday.

“We have registered a
case against Allu Arjun for
violating the MCC by going
in a rally during the silent
period,” Nandyala SP K
Raghuveera Reddy said.

The case was registered
on Saturday under Indian
Penal Code (IPC) Section
188, he said.

{ ODISHA } IN KEY SAMBALPUR SEAT

2 political heavyweights face off in a battle of narratives

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
letters@hindustantimes.com

SAMBALPUR: The electoral con-
testin Sambalpur is not just a fight
to win a Lok Sabha seat and seven
assembly constituencies that are
part of it. It is emblematic of the
larger battle for power in Odisha,
playing out as a fight between two
formidable opponents and the
scramble to change the narrative
and sentiment on the ground.

The elections to choose a parlia-
mentary lawmaker from Sambal-
pur and legislators from the seven
assembly segments will be held on
May 25.

Sambalpur, on the banks of the
Mahanadi river in western Odisha,
is a six-hour journey from Bhub-
aneswar. The political churn tak-
ing place in the capital is mirrored
on the ground in Sambalpur,
which draws its name from a local
deity, goddess Samleswari.

“People in this part of the state
harbour a notion of being differ-
ent, if not superior, from their
counterparts in the coastal and the
southernregions. This time, there
is little that sets the mood on the
ground apart from what is hap-
pening in Bhubaneswar or Cut-
tack. There is a clear divide
between people supporting the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
Biju Janata Dal (BJD),” said Ashok
Sahu, a local trader.

What has added an element of

“thrill” to the election, he said,
was the contest between one of
BJP’s most recognised faces in
the state, Union education min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan, and
the BJD’s organising secretary,
Pranab Das, for the Lok Sabha
seat. “Both are tall leaders with
their clout and support on the
ground. And both are seen as
contenders for a top post in the
state. So, it is a clash of two big
leaders just as there is between
(chief minister) Naveen Patnaik
and (Prime Minister) Narendra
Modi,” Sahu said.

The Congress has fielded
Nagendra Pradhan, who won the
seat in 2014 on a BJD ticket. In
2019, the parliamentary seat was
won by BIP’s Nitesh Ganga Deb.

Many residents who have sup-
ported the BJD are now open to
giving the BJP a chance, primarily
for two reasons, Sahu said. “The
first is that people are upset that
VK Pandian is in the driver’s seat.
And the second is the growing
popularity of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi,” he said.

Just as the BJP raised the issue
of Odia asmita (pride) by alleging
that an outsider, Pandian, a
trusted aide of chief minister Pat-
naik, is seeking to take control of
the state, in Sambalpur, too, the
party tried to raise the issue of
“outsider” Das trying to wrest con-
trol of the seat. “But it backfired.
Das, who is from Jajpur, was quick

to point out that Pradhan was
born in Talcher (which is in Angul,
a three-hour drive from Samabal-
pur). So that issue is now laid to
rest,” he laughed.

Poll promises

The contest is now driven by
promises, Pradhan’s road map for
the region includes a fillip to the
handloom sector that Sambalpur
is famous for, setting up a food
processing industry and enhanc-
ing the minimum support price
for farm produce.

“Our manifesto for the state
clearly lists our vision for the state.
And this will also be reflected in
Sambalpur. It is an agrarian soci-
ety; we will boost rural economy.
The process of buying produce
will besimplified,” Pradhan said.

Slamming the BID for “neglect-
ing” the state and its people, he
said, had the party focussed on
welfarism in the past 24 years,
there would have been no shortfall
of amenities.

In his speeches and outreach,
the BJPleader focuses on Sambal-
pur’s potential to emerge as an
agro-food processing cluster, and
a hub for horticulture, fisheries
and animal husbandry. “There are
five university clusters here, we
have an IIM (Indian Institute of
Management), engineering and
medical colleges, we plan to create
a knowledge hub here. This will be
a knowledge and tech-driven
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Union minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on his way to file his
nomination from Sambalpur
Lok Sabha seaton May 2.

economy and we are looking to
create a new ecosystem of start-
ups, logistics and service industry,”
he said. Migration, a key challenge
the state faces in the absence of
jobs and employment avenues, is
all too prevalent in Sambalpur.
The local textile industry and the
presence of steel plants have not
generated enough jobs toallow the
youth to stay closer to home. And
the BJP promises to change that.
“We will create a global work-
place. We have the talent pool for
it. There is scope for work from
home and we need to reverse
migration,” Pradhan said.

BJD's counter

The BJD, however, is taking the
battle to the BJP camp, alleging
that after 10 years of being in the

Modi cabinet, Pradhan has not
been able to give an account of the
jobs created and the avenues for
livelihood.

Das, whois popularly known as
Bobby, wants Pradhan to explain
why Sambalpur could not get
funds under corporate social
responsibility while he helmed the
ministry of petroleum and natural
gasas the longest serving minister.
He questioned the delay in infra-
structure development, pointing
out how NH-55, the main link
between Bhubaneswar and Sam-
balpur, is being constructed at a
snail’s pace.

In his speeches, the BJD candi-
date claims the dereliction in com-
pleting the work is responsible for
hundreds of deaths every year. Das
also lashed out at the BJP for what
he claims is the doublespeak on
the issue of welfare of
tribal communities. The
imposition of GST on
collection of tendu
leaves is cited as an
example of that.

The BJD alsoaccuses
the BJP of fanning com-
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“It was a classic case of BJP try-
ing to fan the flames,” a local BID
leader said, declining to be named.
“They want to create a fissure in
society by introducing the com-
munal element.”

But Pradhan had a quick rebut-
tal. “Who attacked the yatra?
Where was the administration
and law and order? In this zilla
(district), a cabinet minister
(health minister Naba Kishore
Das) was gunned down by a
policeman,” he said. “Will they
(BJD) teach us what peace loving
means?”

Shadow on state elections
The incident has, however, cast a
shadow on the assembly polls in
Sambalpur. Residents complain
that both the MP, Nitesh Ganga
Deb, and the legislator, Jayanar-
ayan Mishra, were con-
spicuous by their
absence.

“A bike rally was
organised by the Hanu-
man Jayanti Samanyv-
aya Samiti, which had
some BJP and VHP
(Vishva Hindu Pari-

last year, dozens of peo-

shad) members too. It

ple were injured, and
several houses and shops burnt
when violence broke outfollowing
a stone pelting incident during a
Hanuman Jayanti procession.
Both sides blamed the other for
perpetrating the violence.

was attacked by stone
pelters, there was violence and
several of our young men were
imprisoned. The BJP MP and MLA
did nothing to bail them out,” said
area resident Umesh Sahu, a
trader. “This was despite them

being supporters of the party.”
The BJP had won three of the
seven assembly constituencies of
Sambalpur, Rengali and Deogarh,
while Chhendipada, Rairakhol,
Kuchinda and Athmalik were
bagged by the BJD.

Bigger role for contestants
As the election draws close, there
is curiosity about the fate of Prad-
han and Das in their respective
parties. Both are considered front-
runners for top state positions.

“Pradhan is fighting the Lok
Sabha polls, but there seems to be
consensus on the ground that if
the party wins the state election,
he will be the chief ministerial can-
didate...,” said Sandip Digal, an
entrepreneur. Having steered the
party’s election campaign in states
such as Uttar Pradesh and Karna-
taka, Pradhan’s candidacy is also
perceived as a plan to further
strengthen the party’s hold in the
western region of the state and
give a fillip to its performance in
the coastal belt as well.

Similar sentiments are
expressed for Das, who is consid-
ered close to Patnaik. “His name
was counted among the leaders
who were expected to succeed Pat-
naik. The fact that the BJD chose
him to take on Pradhan is an indi-
cation that he is being groomed for
a top position in the state. He is
putting on a good fight,” said the
BJD leader cited earlier.
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Four charts that

help decode crucial
Ph 4 of LS elections

By Abhishek Jha

Ninety-six parliamentary constituencies (PCs) across nine states and the UT of Jammu &
Kashmir will go to polls today in the fourth phase the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. In terms
of number of PCs going to polls, this is the second largest phase in the 2024 election cycle.
After today’s voting, polling will be over in another three states: Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and Madhya Pradesh. On a cumulative basis, this will mean voting concluding
in 379 parliamentary constituencies (PCs) across 23 states and UTs since the beginning of
the elections. Here are some key facts about today’s phase of elections.

A challenge and opportunity for
both BJP and Congress

In 2019, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress along with their allies won just 53 out of the
95 PCs voting in this phase. The Srinagar PC is not comparable because Jammu and Kashmir PCs were
redrawn in a delimitation exercise after the 2019 elections. The biggest gains for the parties not aligned
with either the BJP or the Congress came from the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. The Yuvajana
Sramika Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP) won 22 PCs in Andhra Pradesh, the Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(now Bharat Rashtra Samithi or BRS) won nine in Telangana, the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) won three in
Andhra Pradesh and the All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) won the Hyderabad PCin
Telangana. All these parties, except the TDP,

are still not aligned with either the BJP or IN THE FRAY

the Congress. While the BJP would be

looking to replicate its 2014 victory in 1,717 96
alliance with the TDP in Andhra Pradesh, the Candidates LS seats
Congress would be hoping to build on its POLLING STATIONS

2023 victory in Telangana assembly elections.
Another 12 PCs voting in this phase are in West
Bengal and Odisha. The eight West Bengal
seats have been important for BJP's
inroads in the state. It won zero out
of eight in 2009 and three in 2019.
Similarly, the four PCs of Odisha
were divided equally between
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) and

the Congress in 2009 and won

by the BJD alone in 2014. In 2019,
both the BJP and the Congress won

one PC each and the BJD two. p .
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2 Phase 4 seats have changed hands
more often those in phase 2, 3

As expected from the relatively recent origin and success of the YSRCP and the BRS in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, there has been a significant PC-level churn in the seats voting on Monday. Only 25 of the 95 PCs
(26%) for which this comparison is possible voted for the same group from 2009 to 2019, if parties are
grouped as a BJP-led alliance, Congress-led alliance, or others. In the first, second, and third phase PCs of
2024, this fraction was 16%, 43%, and 53%. This trend - that of low long-term incumbency in fourth phase
PCs - also holds true if incumbency trends are seen at party-level. What happened in PCs that did not vote
for the same group from 2009 to 20197 39 voted for the same group in 2014 and 2019, but not in 2009; seven
voted for the same group in 2009 and 2014, but changed their group in 2019; and the remaining 24 PCs have
changed hands between groups in every election since 2009. Who won the PCs across these four categories
of PCs in 20197 As expected from the overall trends, BJP and allies were the biggest winner across each
category except in the 24 PCs that changed hands in every election. Parties not aligned to the BJP and the
Congress were the biggest winners in this category and the second-biggest winners in other categories. To
be sure, these statistics needs to be read with the fact that the YSRCP was founded by the son of YSR Reddy,
under whose leadership the Congress won 2004 and 2009 elections in Andhra Pradesh.

2019 winnners in fourth phase PCs by anti-incumbency
trends (Number of PCs)
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Note: Data does not include Srinagar PC because PC boundaries have
been redrawn in Jammu and Kashmir since 2019

..that has
turned out

One of the most
rural phases of

The contrasting INDIA, NDA
alliance equations in Phase 4

Nishant Ranjan

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alli-
ance (INDIA), led by the Con-
gress, is facing significant intra-
alliance conflicts in the fourth
phase of polling compared to the
previous phase, an analysis of
candidate affidavits by the Hin-
dustan Times shows. In contrast,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) remains largely
unified, with only minor con-
flicts in two constituencies.

To be sure, even the intra-alli-
ance conflicts in INDIA are
largely notional outside the eight
parliamentary constituencies
(PCs) in West Bengal, where the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
failed to partner with the Con-
gress and the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) or CPI(M).

In the 96 PCs voting today, the
NDA has fielded 97 candidates
across 95 PCs, with a notional
intra-alliance conflict in just two
PCs. These conflicts are in a con-
stituency each in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, where the Repub-
lican Party of India (Athawale), a
party with no Lok Sabha MP, has
fielded a candidate against the Tel-
ugu Desam Party (TDP) and the
BJP, respectively. On the other
hand, no member of the alliance is
contesting the Srinagar seat in
Jammu & Kashmir.

The alliance arithmetic of the
NDA in the current phase also
shows another interesting trend.
While the BJP continues to be the
biggest partner in the alliance in
even this phase, it is contesting the
smallest proportion of PCs inany
phaseso far: Itis fighting in 72.9%
of the seats voting in this phase,
compared to 75.5%, 79.5%, and
87.1% of the PCs that voted in the
first three phases.

This trend is explained by the
BJP having given 17 of Andhra
Pradesh’s 25 PCs to the TDP, the
second largest constituent in the

Alliance arithmetic in phase 4
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NDA in this phase of polls. The
TDP is also the second largest
constituent of the NDA at the all-
India level. All other NDA mem-
bers are contesting three seats or
less in this phase.

To be sure, this is partly a
reflection of the fact that Bihar
and Maharashtra elections

Data Source: ECI

(where the BJP has shared seats
roughly equally with allies) are
staggered over seven and five
phases. In the voting scheduled
today, only 11 and five PCs of
Maharashtra and Bihar are vot-
ing.

In sharp contrast to the NDA,
the INDIA group has fielded 148

candidates across 95 PCs, with
intra-alliance contlicts in 48
seats. The INDIA alliance has no
candidate in Indore, where the
Congress candidate withdrew
his nomination, and no other
INDIA member is contesting.

To be sure, intra-alliance con-
flictsin a large proportion of con-
stituencies is not necessarily a
result of Congress failing to con-
cede seats toallies, at least not in
every such PC. The party is con-
testing just 61 of 96 seats in the
current phase (63.5%). It had con-
tested 54.9%, 79.5%, and 73.1% PCs
in the first three phases.

So why are there a large num-
ber of intra-alliance conflicts in
the INDIA group despite the
Congress not contesting a high
proportion of seats? The party is
not contesting a higher propor-
tion of seats because it is the
smaller partner in Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Maharashtra, Uttar Pra-
desh, and West Bengal; and is
contesting just 10 of the 41 seats
in these states going to polls in
the current phase.

However, in West Bengal, the
party has made a formal seat-
sharing arrangement only with
the CPI(M). Here the Congress
and CPI(M) are in conflict with
the TMC in all the eight seats of
the state going to polls. A similar
conflict is between the Jammu
and Kashmir National Confer-
ence (NC) and the Jammu &
Kashmir Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) in Srinagar.

Other conflicts for the INDIA
alliance are because of its smaller
constituents fielding candidates
in PCs where they do not have a
formal seat-sharing arrangement.
The All India Forward Bloc
(AIFB), for example, is contesting
13 PCs, all in conflict with other
INDIA members. Six of these PCs
are in Andhra Pradesh, three in
Telangana, two in Uttar Pradesh,
and one each in Maharashtra and
Odisha. Similarly, Bharat Adivasi
Party (BAP), Revolutionary
Socialist Party (RSP), and the

Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK) are in conflict in all seven,
four, and eight PCs they are con-
testing, respectively.

The Communist Party of India
(CPI) is also in conflict in four of
the five PCs (all except Begusarai
in Bihar). Samajwadi Party (SP),
on the other hand, has created a
similar conflict in seven Andhra
Pradesh PCs and one Odisha PC,
while it faces such a conflict
from CPI and AIFB in two PCsin
Uttar Pradesh.

Who had won these PCs
where INDIA members are in
conflict in 2019? Half of these 48
PCs were won by parties that
were neither in a BJP-led alli-
ance nor in a Congress-led one.
The YSRCP had won 14 PCs, the
TRS seven, and the TDP, BJD,
and the AIMIM had won one PC
each. The BJP had won another
15 PCs. INDIA members of 2024
had won only eight of these 48
PCs in 2019: the Congress two
PCs, the TMC four, and the undi-
vided Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) and Shiv Sena had won
one each. To be sure, this seat
distribution in conflict PCs is
partly a reflection of the overall
2019 performance of non-NDA,
non-INDIA parties in the PCs
voting today. If PCs are grouped
by the seven phases of 2024 elec-
tions, non-NDA and non-INDIA
parties had the highest share in
2019 in the fourth phase PCs.
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SP FIELDS BJP MP
RAMESH BIND FROM
MIRZAPUR TO TAKE
ON ANUPRIYA PATEL

Pankaj Jaiswal

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Samajwadi
Party (SP) on Sunday fielded sit-
ting Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MP Ramesh Bind from
Mirzapur seat, which will vote in
the last phase of the Lok Sabha
elections on June 1.

Bind is the lawmaker from
Bhadohi and was not fielded
from the seat. The BJP nomi-
nated Vinod Kumar Bind,
instead, from Bhadohi, which
will also go to the polls on June L.

In Mirzapur, Ramesh Bind
has been pitted against BJP-ally
Apna Dal (Sonelal) lawmaker
Anupriya Patel.

“Ramesh Bind’s nomination
came amid speculation that he
may quit the ruling party and
join the Samajwadi Party,” a
person aware of the details
said, seeking anonymity.

On May 7, Apna Dal (Son-
elal) released its list of candi-
dates, fielding Union minister
of state for commerce and
industry Patel from Mirzapur
seat.

In the last parliamentary
elections, the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
won 64 seats, with BJP winning
62 and Apna Dal (Sonelal) win-
ning two seats, mainly Mirza-
pur and Robertsganj.

{ DEVENDRA FADNAVIS } MAHARASHTRA DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

‘People want to see Modi as PM again’

MUMBAI: There is no anti-in-
cumbency against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment, despite being in power for
10 years, Maharashtra deputy
chief minister Devendra Fadna-
vis said, In an interview to
Shailesh Gaikwad and Suren-
dra P Gangan, the BJP leader
spoke about various issues in
these polls. Edited excerpts:

This is seen as a silent elec-
tion. Turnout too is said to
be lower than 2019.

There is less noise among the
voters, for a reason. Modiji has
created a loyal voter base. In 2014,
voters saw hope. In 2019, they
saw delivery on the promises. In
2024, they are confident of Modi
government's performance once
itis back in power. They are now
silently voting for him. A fake
narrative is being peddled that
the turnout was low and people
were unhappy. Only four of 24
constituencies (24 of the 48
Maharashtra seats have voted in
3 phases so far) saw less voting
than 2019.

Do you think anti-incum-
bency is a factor?

There is no anti-incumbency.
People want Modi as PM again. It
could be about some individual
candidates, but people have said
they are not voting for candidates
but for PM Modi.

There seems to be a reaction
from the people over splits
in Shiv Sena and NCP.

I don't think so. Who is
unhappy? Workers of erstwhile
ShivSena or [Sharad] Pawar loyal-
ists in NCP. Thatis not the mood of
the people. People know the feud
was started by Uddhav Thackeray
and not us. The credit for the two
splits should go to the respective
party heads.

Can you elaborate?

My view is that he (Thackeray)
wanted to be chief minister right
from the day one. In MVA govern-
ment, Thackeray was insecure
about the popularity of Eknath
Shinde among his MLAs.
Attempts were made to cut Shinde
to size. He was left with no alterna-
tive but to revolt against Thack-
eray. Ajit Pawar faced similar situ-
ation. On three-four occasions, he
was put forth for negotiations by
Sharad Pawar, who later changed
stance. Ajit dada was made to look

like a villain as Pawar wanted to
hand over reigns of the party to
Supriya Sule. We didn't have a
hand in the splits. Of course, we
took the advantage of the same as

a political party.

Will the Maratha-OBC
divide affect your party?
Both OBCs and Marathas are
with us. Attempts to create a
divide are being made by a section
of people whose politics is based
on casteism. It won’t help them.

votes of minorities, but don't want
to give them representation. This
is what we have been pointing out.

The BJP initially sought
votes on its performance at
the Centre, but changed its
discourse midway to Hindu
vs Muslim etc. Why?

Modi's 80% speech is on the
developmental work and 20%is on
other issues. We speak on these
issues because opposition rakes
them up and we have to counter

them as certain percent of the peo-
Dalits and Muslims seem to ple may believe them.
be at unease over
claims that the BJP Al What would be sen-
would change the A ior Pawar and
Constitution if Thackeray’ roles
re-elected. T after the polls?

No government can
change the Constitu-
tion. This is a verdict of
a full bench of the

Pawar understands

ELECT[ON politics so he has made

his arrangement (for)

INTERV]E“T after June 4. He has

supreme Court. This

given a statement that

narrative is not being
set for the first time... I don't think
itwill sell much.

Isn’t your party hostile
towards Muslims?

PM is not targeting Muslims. He
is just exposing the Opposition,
which is misleading the commu-
nity. We are asked about Muslim
candidates, but the Congress has
not fielded a single Muslim candi-
date in 10 major states, including
Maharashtra. They need only the

regional parties would
merge with the Congress. If you
see his history, he left Congress
four times since 1978, returned
and quit again after gaining
strength. He will go to Congress to
regain his strength. I won't be sur-
prised if Thackeray follows him.

Is reconciliation with Thack-
eray possible?

[don’t think that is a possibility
now... He is not leaving any scope
for reconciliation.

enthusiastically to |« )
vote in the past

The average turnout in the PCs voting today (this

this election...

This can be seen from both the overall proportion

of rural population in the PCs voting today and the
median (the middle value in a series) proportion of
rural population across these PCs. According to 2011

key seats

comparison is only possible for the 95 PCs other
than Srinagar) has been higher than the national
average in each of the past three Lok Sabha
elections. To be sure, the gap in turnout between
the PCs voting today and the national average has
decreased over time. Among the PCs of the seven
phases, the P(s of the fourth phase had the
highest turnout in 2009 and 2014, but the second

census data aggregated to PC level by How India
Lives, the overall share of rural population in the
PCs voting today is 72.7% and the median share of
rural population across PCs is 79.7%, second and
third highest among the seven phases.

Median share of rural

population in PCs of highest turnout in 2019.

phase % Turnoutin Lok Sabha

- 79 elections (%)

78 Phase1 W8 Phase2 WMl Phase3 I Phase4 B AIlPCs
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i 60

14 50

7 40
30
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Mote: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs excluded from phasewise
data because their boundaries have been redrawn since 201

Mote: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs excluded because their
boundaries have been redrawn since 2019
Source: HIL analysis of 2011 census data

BJP deploys veterans to mentor contenders in

Sunetra Choudhury

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The BJP has deployed
a system to get all its first-time
contestants mentored by party vet-
eransinall things electoral, senior
leaders said on Sunday.

The system, they said, was a
throwback to the Mahabharata in
which Krishna was charioteer
(sarathi) to Arjuna on the battle-
field of Kurukshetra. His role was
not just to drive Arjuna’s chariot
but to be his guide, advising him
on the practical as well as moral
aspects of warfare. Thisidea of the
sarathi has been revived in the
party’s campaign plan for the gen-
eral elections to help fresh con-
tenders and also those facing a
particularly difficult contest, said
the leaders cited above,

Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla
has been assigned this role for

commerce minister Piyush Goyal,
who is making his electoral debut
in Mumbai North constituency.
Rajasthan BJP chief CP Joshi is
doing the same for Dharmendra
Pradhan in Odisha’s Sambalpur
and former education minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank is the
sarathi for newcomer and Sushma
Swaraj's daughter Bansuri Swaraj,
who is contesting the New Delhi
Lok Sabha seat.

“It is such a beautiful coinci-
dence. When [ joined politics, |
worked under didi (Sushma Swa-
raj). As chief minister or as cabinet
colleague, she would be the person
we would turn to for help,” Pokhri-
yal said. "Now, I have the opportu-
nity to help her daughter, and lam
so grateful for that opportunity.”

After arriving in the Capital for
this assignment last week, Pokhri-
yal has been meeting people in her
constituency. He has been meeting

BJP workersat a roadshow in
Amritsar on May 10. AFP

party workers and booth manag-
ers to make sure that all arrange-
ments are on track. It'sall behind-
the-scenes work, butit's one that's
a crucial responsibility because it
ensures senior leaders are held
accountable for the successes of
those they are mentoring.

Unlike Pokhriyal, who is not
contesting the polls, Joshi had his
own fight in Rajasthan’s Chittor-
garh, but was assigned Pradhan’s
constituency, which votes towards

the end of the election cycle.
“When I'was in Rajasthan in my
constituency, all the big leaders
came to help my campaign,” Joshi
said. "Now itis my turn to go and
help out. It's an honour.”

This system of mentoring
seems to be an extension of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh's
philosophy of pravasi karyakartas,
or workers whoare assigned areas
outside of their usual zone of oper-
ation for poll campaigns. The
objective is to keep the organisa-
tion active and strong, All sarathis
are strictly behind the scenes, a
trait that distinguishes them from
star campaigners.

BJP’s Gujarat leader Alpesh
Thakore, for instance, was a star
campaigner in his home state.
Now he’s the sarathi for Anirban
Ganguly, a right-wing intellectual
who is fighting for the first time in
Kolkata’s Jadavpur constituency.

“My candidate is a first timer. So
for two days, we will first have to
learn the issues and local con-
cerns,” Thakore said.

The mentoring isn’t just for
newcomers but also for seasoned
politicians. For instance, animal
husbandry minister Sanjeev Bal-
yan has been assigned Amethi,
which is Smriti Irani’s seat that she
is fighting to retain. Both seniors
and juniors are treated equally and
help is assigned wherever needed,
a BJP leader said, seeking anonym-
ity. Some of the other sarathis are
Pratima Bhowmik in Ranaghat in
West Bengal, Biplab Deb in Kora-
put in Odisha, former Uttarakhand
chief minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat in Kendrapara in Odisha,
and Rajendra Rathore in Malkaj-
giri in Telangana, Tamilisai Sound-
ararajan in Hyderabad, Madan
Dilawar in Puri and Gajendra She-
khawat in Jalandhar.



10

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

Hinhustan Times MY INDIA

NEW DELHI

MONDAY
MAY 13, 2024

New video adds fuel to fire as
Sandeshkha]i furore simmers

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The Trinamool Con-
gressreleased a new video pur-
porting to show a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader speak-
ing of plans to continue the
unrest in Sandeshkhali, where
fresh violence took place on
Sunday as the political battle
between the two parties heated
up, especially with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi holding a
spate of rallies in West Bengal
over the weekend.

The new video, released by
the TMC late on Saturday, pur-
portedly shows Gangadhar
Koyal, a BJP mandal president
from Sandeshkhali in North 24
Parganas districts, saying he
would need at least 50 pistols
and 600 cartridges to create
unrest in around 50 polling
booths under his jurisdiction
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls.

HT could not independently
verify the veracity of the video.

The 46-minute video was
uploaded by TMC spokesperson
Riju Dutta on X. In the video,
Koyal can also be seen purport-
edly sharing details of the
amount of alcohol and funds he
would need in the run-up to the
general elections.

“It would cost 2.5 lakh to
arrange alcohol for 50 booths
with 25,000 for each booth.
Around 30% women and 70%

'ﬂ. 'r,h
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e

A clash hrnke out benveen TMC and BJP workersin

Sandeshkhali on Sunday.

men would consume alcohol.
This is the minimum require-
ment,” he is heard saying.

Koyal was first seen in a pur-
ported sting video released by
the TMC on May 4, in which he
had claimed that the Sandesh-
khali unrest was orchestrated
by the BJP and the party had
paid village women to lodge
fake complaints of rape against
TMC leaders. He had also
claimed that 2,000 were paid
to the women.,

“At least 72 women received
a one-time payment,” he is
heard claiming in the fresh
video released on Saturday.

The BJP hit back, sharing a

ANI

video on X on Friday in which
one woman, who was featured
in the sting video, claimed that
she was threatened to make the
statements adding that the sting
video was doctored.

The video war is only a part
of the spiralling confrontation
between the two sides. The rul-
ing party, led by Mamata Baner-
jee, filed a complaint with the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) seeking criminal proceed-
ings against National Commis-
sion for Women (NCW) chief
Rekha Sharma and BJP leaders,
including Piyali Das, for “com-
mission of serious offences of
forgery, cheating, fraud, intimi-

dation and criminal conspiracy
upon innocent women of San-
deshkhali.”

TMC’s leader and parliamen-
tarian Derek O'Brien separately
released a “fact-check” report,
calling the prime minister the
“Lyin King” over the allegations
pertaining to Sandeshkhali.

“We often fact check Naren-
dra Modi... The Lyin King’ just
ended his third and fourth
speeches. So much of deceit,
falsehood and hate, that even
our fact check meter broke
down,” the TMC Rajya Sabha
member said in a post on the
microblogging platform.

"Two Sandeshkhali videos
exposed BJP's conspiracy to
malign Bengal and humiliate
women. Concocted by Bengal
LoP Suvendu Adhikhari. Bribed
and forced women to sign a
blank paper and file false rape
complaints. BJP shelters
molesters: Brij Bhushan Singh,
Prajwal Revanna. Unnao,
Kathua, Hathras,” the document
shared by O'Brien read.

In the rallies, Modi accused
the Trinamool Congress of
indulging in vote-bank politics
and said that “goons of the rul-
ing party” were threatening the
“tormented women” of San-
deshkhali, an allusion to the
BJP-released video.

Modi alleged that under the
TMC rule, Hindus have become
“second-class citizens” in West

Bengal and asserted that "as
long as there is Modi, no one
canrepeal the CAA”,

On Sunday, fresh violence
erupted in Sandeshkhali with
BJP workers, mostly women,
attacking TMC workers, alleg-
ing they were making fake vid-
eos. The Sandeshkhali police
station was also gheraoed. BJP’s
Basirhat Lok Sabha candidate
Rekha Patra led the attack on
TMC worker Dilip Mallick and
staged a protest outside the
police station.

State minister Shashi Panja
accused the BJP and Patra of
creating massive trouble in San-
deshkhali and said, "Violence is
going on under her leadership.
This is Modi's guarantee. If
Modi can threaten the women
in his speech, then under his
command, such things are
going on in Sandeshkhali.”

Sandeshkhali emerged as an
unlikely battleground since the
beginning of the year when a
local TMC strongman, Sheikh
Shahjahan, was accused of
widespread extortion and
instances of sexual abuse that
he and his aides unleashed on
the local community. The inci-
dents spanned multiple court
cases and attacks on federal
investigation agencies, whom
the chief minister Mamata
Banerjee's party accuses of act-
ing at the behest of the BJP that
rules at the Centre.

Hope remaining issues with
China are so on resolved EAM

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As the eastern
Ladakh military standoff entered
its fifth year, external affairs
minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
said India hopes for a resolution
of the remaining issues with
China and asserted that a return
tonormal bilateral ties hinges on
peace and tranquillity at the bor-
der.

In an exclusive interview to
PTI, Jaishankar said the remain-
ing issues mainly pertained to
“patrolling rights and patrolling
abilities”.

Specifically asked when a res-
olution to the dragging row can
be expected in the backdrop of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
remarks to Newsweek magazine
last month, Jaishankar said that
he only provided a "big-picture”
viewpoint on the matter.

“I would not link it to the
prime minister's interview per
se. I think the prime minister
was giving a big-picture view-
point and his big-picture view-
point was a very reasonable
viewpoint which is — after all as
neighbours, every country wants
good relations with its neigh-
bours,” he said.

“But today, our relations with

S Jaishankar

China are not normal because
the peace and tranquillity in the
border areas has been disturbed.
So he (PM) was expressing the
hope that the Chinese side
should realise that the present
situation is not in its own inter-
est,” Jaishankar said.

Modi had said that the border
situation needs to be addressed
urgently and that stable and
peaceful ties between India and
China are important for not just
the two countries, but for the
entire region and world.

Jaishankar said diplomacy is
a work of patience and India
continues to discuss the issues
with the Chinese side.

“T would say that we need to
resolve those issues if the rela-
tionshipis to come back to nor-
mal,” he said during the inter-
view on Thursday.

The Indian and Chinese mili-
taries have been locked in the

standoff since May 2020 and a
full resolution of the border row
has not yet been achieved
though the two sides have disen-
gaged from a number of friction
points. India has been consist-
ently maintaining that peace and
tranquillity along the LAC were
key for the normalisation of
overall ties.

Asked why bilateral trade vol-
ume with China is going up
when New Delhi has been insist-
ing that the ties cannot be nor-
mal when the border situation is
abnormal, Jaishankar suggested
that such a scenario has arisen
as adequate attention to the
H]Elllllfa(:llll'iﬂg sector was not
given before 2014.

“I think it is common sense
that if there is no peace and tran-
quility in the border, how can
you have a normal relationship,”
he said. “After all if somebody is
at your front door in an
unfriendly manner, you are not
going to go out there and act as
though everything is normal.
That to me is a straightforward
proposition,” Jaishankar added.

The ties between the two
countries nosedived significantly
after the clash in the Galwan Val-
ley in June 2020, marking the
most serious military conflict
between them in decades.

NGT SEEKS REPLY
ON DAL LAKE'S
DETERIORATING
CONDITION’

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has sought a
response from several authori-
ties, including the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB) and
the Jammu and Kashmir Pollu-
tion Control Committee, regard-
ing the “deteriorating condi-
tions” of the Dal Lake in Kash-
Mir.

The green panel was hearing
a matter in which it has taken
suo motu cognizance of a media
report that said, “...the condition
of the Dal Lake in Kashmir was
deteriorating because of munic-
ipal sewage, pollution and
urbanisation and its impact on
the lives of Hanji people (those
living in houseboats)”.

A bench of NGT chairperson
justice Prakash Shrivastava and
expert member A Senthil Vel
said, according to the report,
sewage has destroyed fish in the
lake. Atone time, people used to
drink the lake water, but today
it cannot even be used for wash-
ing faces.

“The news item mentions
that 70 per cent of the sewage
generated in Srinagar city finds
its way into the lake and the
sewage treatment plants (STPs)
are heavily over-utilised and
under-maintained. The destruc-
tion of the fish has impacted the
business and life of Hanji peo-
ple,” it said, noting the report.

In an order passed on May 8,
the tribunal said the news
report raised a “substantial
issue” regarding compliance
with environment rules.

No proof given by ED
to declare Choksi a
fugitive, says Iawyer

Abhishek Sharan

letters@ hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has not brought
on record material documents in
the proceedings required to get
diamond merchant Mehul
Choksi declared as a fugitive eco-
nomic offender (FEQ), the law-
yer of the diamantaire has
argued in a special Mumbai
court.

ED had in July 10, 2018
approached the special court to
declare Choksi, who is currently
residing in a Caribbean country,
to declare him a fugitive under
the FEO Act, which would ena-
ble it to confiscate his properties.
Choksi, who fled India in 2018, is
accused in the 12, 500 crore
Punjab National Bank scam.

In December 2019, a Mumbai
court declared the scam'’s co-ac-
cused and Choksi's relative, dia-
mond merchant Nirav Modi, as a
FEO on a similar plea by ED,
which has probed the case’s
money-laundering aspect since
February 2018 on the basis of an
FIR by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

The CBI's probe has looked
into aspects of the scam related
to the alleged offences of crimi-
nal conspiracy, cheating and
corruption under the various
provisions of the Indian Penal
Code and Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. The FEO Act came into
being in August 2018,

Choksi cannot be declared a
FEO as the ED could not bring on
record material documents to

Mehul Choksi

establish that he had left the
country in January 2018 to avoid
prosecution, his counsel Vijay
Aggarwal argued on Friday
before the special court. The dia-
mantaire had no intention to
leave the country to avoid prose-
cution, Aggarwal claimed.

Choksi did not come under
the ambit of the definition in the
FEO Act as he neither left the
country to avoid criminal prose-
cution, nor is he refusing to
return back to India to face crim-
inal prosecution, the lawyer
argued.

There is no material on record
to show that in January 2018,
Choksi was aware he would be
facing criminal prosecution as at
the time no case was registered
nor any summons issued to him
to join any investigation, Aggar-
wal argued.

Choksi left the country for
“medical treatment in the month
of January 2018", which was
prior to the registration of a case
by CBI on February 15, 2018, and
the registration of an Enforce-
ment Case Information Report
by ED a day later on February 16,
2018, Aggarwal further argued.

Canada arrests 4th
Indian in connection

with Nij jar s murder

Anirudh Bhattacharyya

letters@ hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: The Canadian
authorities on Saturday arrested
a fourth man in connection with
the murder of pro-Khalistan
separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
an official statement said.

The Integrated Homicide
Investigation Team (IHIT) iden-
tified the accused as 22-year-old
Amandeep Singh, an Indian
national, and said that he was in
the custody of the Peel Regional
Police (PRP) in Ontario on unre-
lated firearms charges since
November of last year.

"IHIT pursued the evidence
and gained sufficient informa-
tion for the BC Prosecution Ser-
vice to charge Amandeep Singh
with first degree murder and
conspiracy to commit murder,”
the release said.

Amandeep's arrest comes
days after the Canadian authori-
ties said that their investigation
into Nijjar’s murder “was not
limited” to the three Indian
nationals — Karan Brar, 22,
Kamalpreet Singh, 22 and Kar-
anpreet Singh, 28 — who were
arrested on May 3. They have
also been charged with first
degree murder and conspiracy
to commit murder.

“This arrest shows the nature
of our ongoing investigation to
hold responsible those that
played a role in the homicide of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar,” IHIT offi-
cer in charge, superintendent
Mandeep Mooker said.

India-Canada relations hitan
all-time low last September
after Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau alleged there
was a potential link between

Amandeep Singh

Indian government agents and
Nijjar's killing outside a gurd-
wara in Surrey in June 2023.
India has constantly rejected
the assertions, saying that such
statements reflect the political
space given in the North Ameri-
can country to separatism and
extremism.

On May 3, assistant commis-
sioner David Teboul, the com-
mander of the Federal Policing
Program in the Pacific Region,
said there were "separate and
distinct investigations ongoing”
in connection with Nijjar's mur-
der, including “investigating
connections to the government
of India”.

External affairs minister S
Jaishankar has called Nijjar’s
killing and the arrests related to
itas Canada’s "internal matter.”

On May 7, India’s high com-
missioner to Canada, Sanjay
Verma, said that the two coun-
tries are using diplomatic chan-
nels “not open to public” to try
and find solutions to issues of
concern to both sides. Verma
also said national security
threats emanating from Canada
and the pro-Khalistan activities
of Canadian citizens are the
“two red lines” for India.

{ TOLD TO APPEAR TOMORROW }

ED summons J’khand
min after cash seizure

Raj Kumar

letters@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sum-
moned Jharkhand's rural
development minister and Con-
gress leader Alamgir Alam as
part of its money laundering
probe, nearly a week after
recovering over I35 crore in
cash from locations linked to
his officer on special duty
(OSD) Sanjeev Lal and the lat-
ter’s aides, people familiar with
the matter said on Sunday.

The 70-year-old Congress
leader has been asked to record
his statement under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA) at the ED’s zonal
office in Ranchi on May 14, an
official from the agency said.

ED has already arrested Lal
(52), a state administrative ser-
vice officer, and his domestic
help Jahangir Alam (42) in con-
nection with the case regis-
tered by it in September 2020.
The probe pertains to alleged
irregularities and payment of
“bribes” in the state rural
development department.

On May 6, the agency raided
at least six locations in Ranchi

Alamgir Alam

and recovered ¥35.23 crore in
cash, largely from the resi-
dence of Jahangir Alam. The
seizures also included 210.05
lakh from Lal's house apart
from 3 crore from the resi-
dence of a builder allegedly
linked to the OSD.

While seeking the remand of
Lal and his domestic help, the
agency had informed a special
PMLA court in Ranchi that the
former collected “commission”
on behalf of some influential
people and government offi-
cials from “top to bottom” in
the rural department are
involved in the alleged bribery
case, the ED official cited above
said, requesting anonymity.

“Elections are going on. ED
is investigating the matter.

Being the minister of the
department, they can interro-
gate me. I don't want to say
anything about this. People are
understanding everything,”
minister Alam was quoted as
saying by ANL

The summons against the
senior Congress leader came
even as he had distanced him-
self from the activities of Lal,
pointing out that he had earlier
served with two Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) ministers of the
sfate gD?EI'[lH'lE’l'l[ too.

“Sanjiv Lal is a government
employee and is my personal
secretary. Lal has already been
a personal secretary of two
former ministers. We usually
appoint personal secretaries
based on experience and it is
not right to comment on the
raids before the ED investiga-
tion is completed,” Alam had
told reporters on May 6.

A Congress leader close to
Alam questioned the timing of
the ED summons, which came
a day before the first phase of
polling in the state. “The sum-
mons has been issued a day
before the first phase of elec-
tions in Jharkhand and this is
not fair,” the leader added.

Prajwal Revanna

PRAJWAL SEXUAL
ABUSE CASE: 2
HELD FOR LEAKING,
CIRCULATING
EXPLICIT VIDEOS

Press Trust of India

letters@ hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: The Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) sleuths
probing sexual abuse charges
against Prajwal Revanna on
Sunday arrested two persons in
connection with the leak and
circulation of explicit videos
involving the Hassan MP, offi-
cial sources said.

Two people — Chetan and
Likith Gowda — were arrested
in Hassan, and they are report-
edly associated with the Bharat-
iya Janata Party (BJP) in the dis-
trict, they said.

Officials recorded their state-
ments and the spot “mahazar”
was done at their residences in
Yelagunda and Shravanabela-
gola respectively.

Pen drives containing the
alleged explicit videos involving
Revanna, also a joint candidate
of BJP and Janata Dal (Secular)
[JD(S)] from Hassan, were cir-
culated in the district, a few
days ahead of the first phase of
Lok Sabha polls in the state on
April 26. Hassan went to the
polls in the first phase.

Following this, JD(S) poll
agent Poornachandra Tejaswi
lodged a complaint with the
cyber crime police, sources said.

Revanna, 33, who is the
grandson of JD(S) patriarch and
former Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda, is facing charges of sex-
ually abusing women. The scan-
dal has raised a political storm
with the ruling Congress and
BJP-JD(5) engaged in a slugfest.

India informs FATF of
steps taken on money
laundering, terror funds

Neeraj Chauhan and
Rezaul H Laskar

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An Indian delega-
tion visited Singapore last month
to apprise the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) about steps
taken to counter money launder-
ing and terror financing over the
past decade ahead of the global
watchdog's presentation of its
report of a review of Indian
mechanisms.

The FATF, an intergovern-
mental organisation, is set to
present its report on its “mutual
evaluation” or periodic review of
India’s efforts to fight money
laundering and terror financing
next month. The Indian team
comprising officials from the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
income-tax department, Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
Directorate of Revenue Intelli-
gence (DRI), and the finance and
external affairs ministries visited
Singapore in April for face-to-
face consultations on the evalua-
tion, people familiar with the
development said.

The discussions focused on
steps taken by New Delhi since
2010, when India last underwent
such a review, the people said on
condition of anonymity. The
mutual evaluation was sched-
uled for September 2020, but
was delayed because of the pan-
demic.

During the meeting, the
Indian delegation informed the
FATF and peers about notable
amendments in the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), registration of more
than 5,000 money laundering
cases in the past 10 years, the
arrest of 755 individuals and
attachment of properties worth
more than 21.21 lakh crore,
These steps deterred elements
such as organised gangs, terror-
ists and white-collar criminals,
the officials said.

A key change since the last

THE FATF ISSET'TO
PRESENTITS
REPORT ONITS
"MUTUAL
EVALUATION" OF
INDIA'S EFFORTS
NEXTMONTH

review has been defining a
“politically exposed person”
under the PMLA, which was rec-
ommended by the FATF, Besides,
the Indian government has wid-
ened the ambit of PMLA to bring
non-government organisations
and crypto currencies under it,
so that illicit financial transac-
tions through virtual digital
assets (VDAs) can be monitored.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has stepped up scrutiny of
fintech firms to ensure they are
following the provisions of the
anti-money laundering law, and
it is keeping tabs on suspicious
transactions, they said.

The government also enacted
a new law in 2018 to deter eco-
nomic offenders from evading
the process of Indian law by
remaining outside the jurisdic-
tion of local courts. The Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act, 2018,
empowers authorities for non-
conviction-based attachment
and confiscation of assets and
proceeds of crime abroad in
cases involving amounts above
100 crore.

“The team, including ED offi-
cials, participated in the face-to-
face discussions and discussed
steps taken by India to meet the
AMT/CFT (anti-money launder-
ing/combating the financing of
terrorism) requirements. Com-
pared to many countries, we
have done a great job in this
area. In fact, several countries
are adopting our model,” a gov-
ernment official said.

Officials exuded confidence
that India will not face any red
flags in the FATF review.

Bijapur villagers call encounter staged, say
those killed were not Maoists; forces deny

N2z

Ritesh Mishraand S
Kareemuddin

letters@ hindustantimes.com

RAIPUR: Two days after 12 alleged
Maoists were killed by security for-
ces in Chhattisgarh's Bijapur dis-
trict, villagers and activists on Sun-
day said those killed were area res-
idents who were branded as
insurgents by police.

The villagers gathered outside
the Bijapur district collectorate,
demanding the dead bodies of
their kin, saying they were killed in
a “fake encounter” with security
forces. Police refuted the claims.
Those killed in the encounter were
Maoists who changed into local
attire after seeing police in the jun-
gle, officers said.

On Friday, security forces said
they gunned down 12 Maoists,
including Budhu Oyam and Kallu
Punem, both members of military
company number 2 of the banned
Communist Party of India (Maoist)
outfit who carried rewards of 8
lakh each on their head. Others
killed in the encounter were Gan-
galoor area committee member of
Maoists, Lakhe Kunjam, and

4.-———.-

The arms and other items recovered by the security personnel
during the encounter in Bijapur district on Friday. PTI

member of military platoon num-
ber 12, Bhima Karam, who had
rewards of 5 lakh each on their
heads.

The other deceased, militia pla-
toon commander Sannu Lakom
and vice-head of the Janata Sarkar
(people’s government) Avlam,
were carrying a bounty of 2 lakh
each, said Jitendra Yadav, superin-
tendent of police of Bijapur dis-
trict, adding that six others were
lower-rung members of the
banned outfit.

Villagers on the other hand
claimed area residents were
gunned down by the security for-
ces and the encounter was fake.
Some villagers had gone to pluck
tendu leaves from the forest and
started running when security for-
ces moved towards them, said
Gurunanda, a resident of Pedia vil-
lage who witnessed the encounter.
“They were shot down by the for-
ces as they were running in fear
and surprise,” Gurunanda alleged.

Another villager, Raju from

Korchuli village, said they have
come to take the bodies of their
relatives. “Lalu Kunjam, who was
killed, was not a Maoist but a
farmer,” Raju said. “He was run-
ning away after seeing the police,
when he was shotdown.”

Rakesh Alvam of Pedia village
said his younger sibling Moto
Alvam was hit by a bullet when he
was plucking tendu leaves. “The
police cordoned off Pedia village
and one other village Itaavar. My
brother... was hit by a bullet fired
by the police, All those killed in the
encounter were villagers, not Mao-
ists, and they were picked up from
these two villages and killed,”
Rakesh Alvam said.

He also identified the deceased
in a press note issued by Bijapur
police and said that all were resi-
dents of Itaavar and Pedia villages.

Activists said they will take legal
action. Police have killed innocent
villagers and the encounter was
totally fake, according to Soni Sori,
a tribal activist working in the
Bastar region of the state,

“Those killed include villagers
who were plucking tendu leavesin
the jungle. They started running

when they saw police and the jaw-
ans shot them. I talked to some
family members of the deceased
and they told me some of the vil-
lagers were also picked up from
their houses and killed in the jun-
gle,” said Sori.

“We will file a petition in the
high court because the police have
killed innocent villagers,” she said.

To be sure, police stuck to their
position that those killed were
Maoists.

“They changed clothes and
mingled with the villagers. All of
the deceased were Maoists, not vil-
lagers. The villagers had come to
take the dead bodies of the Maoists
who were their relatives,” said
Kamalochan Kashyap, deputy
inspector general of police of the
South Bastar region.

A total of 70 people were
brought to Gangaloor police sta-
tion for questioning, out of which
around nine were hardcore Mao-
ists, he claimed.

As many as 104 Maoist insur-
gents have been killed till May 12
this year, more than the 22 and 30
killed in all of 2022 and 2023,
respectively.
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GIVE YOUR
KITCHEN THE
PRESTIGE UPGRADE.

Exchange old kitchen appliances and
kitchenware of any brand and take home
Prestige and Judge's best innovations.

1> May to 30™ June 2024

Years of P}mge

THE SVACHH RANGE OF EMBRACE HEALTHY REVOLUTIONARY

PRESSURE COOKERS WITH COOKING WITH F EASY CLEAN DESIGN

SPILLAGE CONTROL e———— = PRESTIGE NON-STICK e O
D COOKWARE,

FREE FROM

HARMFUL

CHEMICALS

SVACHH

NON-STICK COOKWARE RANGE GLASS TOP GAS STOVES Lift & lock Clean

24%-42% OFF* 33%-55% OFF* 29% - 41% OFF*

SVACHH
PRESSURE COOKERS

CONVENIENT MULTIPURPOSE GRINDER

INDUCTION mT%_ WHICH COVERS 14 DIFFERENT

COOKTOP CounTER FUNCTIONALITIES

THAT COUNTS

PRESSURE

COOKER 14

WHISTLES e
Functionalities

ENDURA PRO
g“gggég" MIXER GRINDER
il 1000W

37%-51% OFF"” 37%-46% OFF*

INDIA’S FIRST CHIMNEY WITH GAS LEAK
AND SMOKE DETECTION TECHNOLOGY

SMALL APPLIANCES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

JUICER

OSCAR SAFE-SENSE CHIMNEY

32%-65% OFF"* 52%-62% OFF*

Great products and even greater value.

PRESSURE COOKER COOKWARE GAS STOVE MIXER GRINDER INDUCTION OTHER APPLIANCES SERVEWARE
37%~-53% Off* 38%-71% Off*  41%-47% Off* 41%-52% Off* 45%-52% Off* 39%-68% Off* 36%-74% Off*

*Conditions apply. Offers are applicable only on exchange. All discounts on MRP only. All discounts apply to the respective product category, not on the mentioned product.
Available only at select dealer outlets till stocks last. The exchange price depends on the items purchased and old items returned. Old items of any brand are accepted. For
actual exchange offer prices, please refer to the Anything for Anything exchange offer price list available at select dealer outlets. Old items that can be returned are:
Aluminium/SS Pressure Cookers, Aluminium/SS Cookware (minimum 400 gms of vessel weight), Gas stoves (minimum 2 burners), Mixer Grinders (should have a body with
motor and two stainless steel jars), Inductions cooktops, Rice Cookers, Chimneys, Hobtops, Wet grinders, OTGs, Kettles, Toasters, Iron, Microwave Ovens, Juicers, Blenders,
Water Purifiers and Vacuum Cleaners. Prestige® Logo is the registered trademark of TTK Prestige Ltd in India. Judge® Logo is the registered trademark of Horwood Homewares
Ltd. in India. For detailed terms and conditions, visit your nearest Prestige Xclusive/Dealer outlet or visit our website https://shop.ttkprestige.com/anything-for-anything-offer

For any institution or s
CUSTOMER CARE NO Store bulk enquiries, contact: Scanto - F exe6 GEllGe 5
@ 080-6000 4411} Locator 7908 710841 Connect Q?’ ' SHep ﬂ' eetige.com ‘tk .} 0 apnon se kare pyaar, woh
oot oo Prestige se kaise kare inkaavr.

. Pitampura: Keshavpuram Zone, Plot No 11, Kapil Vihar, Kohat Enclave, Pitampura, 110034 - 8050043843; Karol Bagh: G-2, Namdhari Chambers, 9/54, D.B. Gupta Road, Ph: 23528261; Mehrauli: 1088/B, Ward No. 1, near mehrauli bus stand,
PrEStlge‘ ‘ L GOV near Axis Bank, Ph: 9350913642; Janakpuri: C-2/C/180, Pkt 12, Next To Janak Shoes, Near Central School, Ph: 9873628285, 42433544,
Also Available at: South Delhi: Lajpat Nagar: National Bartan, Ph: 9810033889; Madangir: Soni Light House, Ph: 9810095353; Yusuf Sarai: Laxmi Crockery, Ph: 9910380382; Bhogal: Jain Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9311177403; West Delhi: Moti Nagar: Bhutani Bartan,

Ph: 9212157389; Mahaveer Enclave: Shree Radhey Kitchenware, Ph: 9350562319; North Delhi: Nangloi: Laxmi Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9310219573; Wazirpur: Ashoka Steel, Ph: 9810029735; Rohini: Garg Electrical, Ph: 8750619223; Narela: Anand Prakash & sons, Ph: 9350169836; Burari: Shri Balaji
Bartan, Ph: 9899904965; JR Mart, Ph: 7011137350; Central Delhi: Deputy Ganj: Gandhi Steel Center, Ph: 9810296531; Sadar Bazar: Khanna Sales, Ph: 9811961889; East Delhi: Laxmi Nagar: Sharma Kitchenware, Ph: 9654486957; Rohtash Nagar: Aggarwal Bartan, Ph: 9311522222.




More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

12

Hinhustan Times MY INDIA

NEW DELHI

MONDAY
MAY 13, 2024

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR, UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES
(PREVENTION) TRIBUNAL, ‘A’ BLOCK BASEMENT, DELHI HIGH
COURT, SHER SHAH ROAD, NEW DELHI-110003

NO.11490-1/TeH/DHC Dated: 7th May, 2024

RE: Notification S.0.5532 (E) dated 31st December, 2023 issued by the
Central Government under sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention), 1967 declaring Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, Jammu and
Kashmir (TeH) as an ‘unlawful association’ and Gazette Notification No.
5.0.179 (E) dated 16th January, 2024 published in the Gazette of India,
Extraordinary Part |l, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) in exercise of powers
under sub-section (1) of Section 5 read with sub-section (1) of Section
4 of the Act.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to the general public that the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Tribunal presided over by Hon’ble Mr. Justice
Sachin Datta, Judge, Delhi High Court, will hold sitting at Hight
Court Complex, Jammu, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir on
18th May, 2024 at 10.00 a.m. onwards.

All those, who are interested in giving evidence, may file their affidavits
(in duplicate) with the undersigned and shall remain present in person
on the above date for their cross examination, if any, before the Hon'ble
Tribunal.

Venue- Hight Court Complex, Jammu, Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir
E-mail Id: kapoor.ravi1105@gmail.com

Postal Address: Office of the Registrar, Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Tribunal

‘A’ Block Basement, Delhi High Court, Sher Shah Road,
New Delhi-110003

Sd/-

(Sanjay Pokhriyal)

Registrar

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Trlhunal

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR, UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES
(PREVENTION) TRIBUNAL, ‘A’ BLOCK BASEMENT, DELHI HIGH
COURT, SHER SHAH ROAD, NEW DELHI-110003

No. 11489-T/MLJK-MA/DHC Dated: 7th May, 2024

RE: Notification 5.0.5462 (E) dated 27th December, 2023 issued
by the Central Government under sub-section (1) of Section 3 of
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention), 1967 declaring Muslim League
Jammu Kashmir (Masarat Alam faction)/MLJK-MA as an ‘unlawful
association’ and Gazette Notification No. S.0.167 (E) dated 15th
January, 2024 published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary Part |l
Section 3, Sub-section (ll) in exercise of powers under sub-section (1)
of Section 5 read with sub-section (1) of Section 4 of the Act.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to the general public that the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Tribunal presided over by Hon'ble Mr. Justice
Sachin Datta, Judge, Delhi High Court, will hold sitting at Banquet Hall,
M.A. Road, Srinagar, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir on 20th
May, 2024 at 11.00 AM and on 21st May, 2024 at 10.30 AM onwards
on both dates.

All those, who are interested in giving evidence, may file their affidavits
(in duplicate) with the undersigned and shall remain present in person
on the above date for their cross examination, if any, before the Hon'ble
Tribunal.

Venue: Banquet Hall, M.A. Road, Srinagar,Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir

E-mail |d: kapoor.ravi1105@gmail.com
Postal Address: Office of the Reagistrar, Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Tribunal
‘A’ Block Basement, Delhi High Court, Sher Shah Road,

New Delhi-110003

Sd/-

(Sanjay Pokhriyal)

Registrar

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Tribunal
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Ramjas International School hosts Avant Garde: A Celebration of
India’s diverse Folk Art
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{ COPS CLAIM HE SEXUALLY EXPLOITED THEM }

6 minors apprehended
for killing Ajmer cleric

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Six minors have been
detained for the murder of a
mosque cleric, who allegedly
sexually exploited them, in the
Ramganj area of Rajasthan’s
Ajmer district, police said on
Sunday.

Mohammad Tahir, 30, was
beaten to death on the night of
April 26.

Superintendent of Police
(Ajmer) Devendra Vishnoi said
the probe stalled before the six
minors, who lived with him in
the mosque, were questioned.
They confessed to have mur-
dered the cleric as he used to

POLICE SAID THE
MINORS MIXED
SLEEPING PILLS
IN TAHIR'S FOOD
AND BEAT HIM
WITH STICKS

exploit them sexually. The
minors have been detained, he
added.

Police said the minors mixed
sleeping pills in Tahir's food and
beat him with sticks. Later, they
informed police that three
masked men entered the
mosque and attacked him, they
said. Tahir used to teach chil-
dren in the mosque.

BSF foils two major infiltration
bids from across B'desh border

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two major infiltra-
tion attempts by different
groups of 12-20 people from
Bangladesh were foiled by the
Border Security Force (BSF)
jawans after brief exchange of
fire on the intervening night of
May 11 and 12, people aware of
the matter said on Sunday after-
noon.

The force said that BSF would
launch a “strong protest and
call a flag meeting” at the bor-
der with their counterparts,
Border Guards Bangladesh
(BGB), as the mass infiltration
took place just a day before the

fourth phase of polling in West
Bengal is scheduled to be held.

Amresh Arya, DIG, South
Bengal Frontier, said that hours
before the infiltration, the force
received information that
groups of Bangladeshi nationals
were trying to enter India by
crossing the Kodalia river, flow-
ing along the Indo-Bangladesh
border.

Both incidents were reported
at Ranaghat border outpost
under the BSF's 68 Battalion.
Officials said that it is unusual
for large groups of infiltrators to
attempt to enter India illegally
and that the timing, that too
twice on the same night, by the
groups is suspicious

“Based on tip-off, our jawans
started monitoring the border.
Ataround 11.25 pm, the jawans
saw a group of 18 to 20 people
coming from the Bangladesh
side towards India in the Koda-
lia river. As soon as they crossed
the river, the BSF jawans chal-
lenged them to turn back but all
the infiltrators ignored the
warning and continued to move
forward. BSF jawans threw a
stun grenade to stop the infiltra-
tion, but when the infiltrators
did not stop, the jawans fired
non-lethal weapons in the air.
Assoon as they heard sounds of
the fire, all the infiltrators ran
back towards Bangladesh,” DIG
Arya said.

KHATTAR DARES
OPPN PARTIES
TO PARADE MLAs

CHANDIGARH: With the opposi-
tion parties claiming that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government in Haryana has lost
majority, the ruling party on
Sunday dared them to parade
their MLAs if they have the
numbers.

Former chiel minister ML
Khattar also indicated the BJP
government was not averse to a
floor test and that six MLAs of
the Jannayak Janta Party (JJP)
are with it.

After the withdrawal of sup-
port by three Independent
MLAs to the BJP government in
Haryana, the Congress has
demanded the dismissal of the
BJP government in the state and
fresh assembly elections under
the President’s rule. PTI
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along with school Circulation Head, HT, Indra

guided by art
and Bidisha,

inspiring the young artists. Ram
Bahadur Rai, President, Indira
Gandhi National Centre of Arts
also appreciated the art work of
the students. Through this
collaborative endeavor, Ramjas
International School reaffirmed
dedication to fostering
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Guest Mugdha Sinha, IAS, and Special Guest Ly *gh'_'ﬁ{h‘“ hef’ﬂ_'nd aay i the 8
Kishore Chakraborty, a renowned artist, graced much anticipated visit by National THE WEEK THAT WAS
A quiz on the week’s
Founder’s Day Celebration at Lovely Public English School Yﬂ]l‘lﬂ Vlhar dE?fEImeEﬂt
program attended by the students, faculty and

Yojna Vihar held a
resplendent celebration, in honor of the birthday of their
esteemed Chairperson, Dr. S.D. Malik. The entire school
community came together to mark this special occasion
and appreciate her vision and mission that led to the
establishment of the school.

Lovely Public English School,

The celebration became more vibrant as the day was
blessed to organize an Inter Branch Cultural Fest “Global
Gala” on the same day which added exuberance and
amazing glorious moments to the occasion. The
competition ensued into a scintillating global musical
extravaganza and activities like tribal face painting,

(=] n&_@ enactment of any European celebrity and
% | '; PowerPoint presentation on various cultures of
erads  the world. The day began with a special
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distinguished guests. Dr. S. D. Malik was welcomed with
an invocation song, followed by a heartfelt address by the
students. Mr. Satyam Malik, Director of the school,
felicitated the Chairperson with best wishes and gratitude
on behalf of the entire staff and students.
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The day concluded with an award ceremony of the
cultural fest which was a resounding success. It served as
a fitting tribute to the chairperson’s dedication in
promoting a vibrant and inclusive school community
where winners of the various competitions were
recognized and presented with trophies and medals. It

was indeed a day filled with joy, gratitude, and deep
admiration as we honored the visionary who dedicated
her life to the pursuit of education and enlightenment of
our educational institution.
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Appointment of Chairperson Recruitment &

Assessment Centre (RAC)

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
Recruitment and Assessment Centre (RAC)
Lucknow Road, Timarpur, Delhi - 110054
Advt. No. 150

Closing date: 30 days from the date of publication of this advertisement in
Employment News

Recruitment and Assessment Centre (RAC) is a corporate body of DRDO under Min.
of Defence which is engaged in a wide range of selection activities related to recruitment,
assessment and training of scientists of DRDO on regular basis. It also extends the similar
selection services to Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) and other allied agencies. RAC
was set up on 23 July 1985 after DRDO was granted exemption from the purview of Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC).

RAC is looking for a qualified candidate with an established and proven track record for
appointment to the post of Chairperson RAC (Level 17 of Pay Matrix in the 7th CPC that
corresponds to apex scale of Rs. 80,000/- of 6th CPC).

Job Description:

Chairperson RAC is mainly responsible for formulation of policies related to recruitment and
assessment of DRDO Scientists. Chairperson RAC is also responsible for providing guidance
so as to ensure objectivity and confidentiality in execution of all selection activities so as to
achieve highest level of satisfaction of all stakeholders.

Eligibility:

Eminent Retired/Serving persons (Scientists, Technologists, Givil Servants and Academicians)
at the level of Secretary to the Govt. of India are eligible to apply.

Selection Process:

The Chairperson will be appointed on re-employment on contract. The Chairperson will be
selected through a high level Search-cum-Selection Committee appointed by the Government
of India, in accordance with extant DOP&T instructions, with the approval of Appointments
Committee of Cabinet (ACC).

The Search-cum-Selection Committee will have the authority to consider any other name(s)
for the appointment to the said post apart from considering biodata received against this
advertisement.

Duration of Appointiment:

Appointment will be made for a period of three (03) years or till attainment of 65 years of age,
whichever is earlier.

Undertaking:

Interested persons will be required to give an undertaking as a part of the biodata that he/she
will join the post, if selected. Biodata without undertaking will summarily be rejected.

How to Apply:

The format of biodata can be downloaded from RAC website and duly filled biodata can be
sent to ‘The Director, Recruitment and Assessment Centre, Lucknow Road, Timarpur, Delhi
- 110054 by Speed Post so as to reach within 30 days from the date of publication of this
advertisement in Employment News.

For details please visit RAC website: hitps://rac.gov.in. For any query in this regard, please
contact through email at director.rac@gov.in
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OFFICE OF THE RETURNING OFFICER
SOUTH DELHI PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY-07
M.B. ROAD, SAKET, NEW DELHI-110068
PHONE NO. 011-29535025, Email: dcsouth@nic.in
F.7(515)DEO(S)/Adveri. Leading/2024/03 Dated: 12.05.2024
GOVERNMENT DUES IS HEREBY PUBLISHED REGARDING CONTESTING

ANDIDATES OF 07- H DELHI PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUTION FOR
INFORMATION OF GENERAL PUBLIC
5. | Named of the Party Government Dues to Departments dealing with Other
No.| Candidates | affiliation if | Government |Supply| Supply |Telephone | Government |Government
any Accommodation| of |Element Transport |dues, if any
Water (including
aircrafts and
helicopters)
1 2 3 4 5 b 7 8 9
1. |Abdul Basit Bahujan NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Samaj Party
2. |Ramvir Singh  |Bharatiya NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Bidhuri Janata Party
3. |Sahi Ram Aam Aadmi NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Party
4. |Oma Prakash  [Samaj Vikas NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Kranti Party
5. |Gautam Anand |All India NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Forward Bloc
6. |Naveen Kumar [Hamara Sahi NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Vikalp Party
7. |Bihari Lal India Greens NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Jalandhari Party
8. |Bhim Singh Ambedkarite NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Party of India
9. |Ram Gopal Haryana NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Jansena
Party
10. [Rinki Sanyal Bharatiya NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Sampuran
Krantikari
Party
11. |Lakhan Singh  |Navarang NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Congress
Party
12. |Surieet Singh  [Delhi Janta NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Party
13 |Surinder Kumar |Bharatheeya NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Jawan Kisan
Party
14. |Arun Kumar Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
15. |[Kamlesh Kumar |Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Jha
16. |Chandrashekhar |Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Singh Kushwaha
17. |Jagdish Kumar |[Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Verma
18. [Deepak Kapila |Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
19. |[Poonam Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
Srivastava
20. |Rajan Singh Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
21. |Virender Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
22. |Shankar Dey Independent NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL NIL
(M. CHAITANYA PRASAD, IAS)
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Kota hostels yet to take steps

to check suicides by students

Senjuti Sengupta
letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Around 300 hostels and
paying guest accommodations in
Kota district of Rajasthan are yet to
install a spring device on ceiling
fans, as mandated by the adminis-
tration, to prevent students from
taking their lives, a recent survey
held amid a series of suicides has
revealed.

The survey, conducted by the
district administration between
February and April, also found
that the staff at several such
accommodations failed to
undergo a mandatory training ses-
sion to professionally deal with
students and keep a check on early
signs of stress and depression.

The exercise was carried out by
a nine-member panel that was
formed on February 17 to monitor
the execution of district and state
government guidelines at hostels
and PGs, which were enforced last
year amid growing instances of
suicides among students prepar-
ing for various competitive exams.

Nine students died by suicide
this year, including eight by hang-
ing, Last year, the overall count
stood at 27-the highest since 2015,
when the administration began
keeping a track of such cases -

9 STUDENTS HAVE
DIED THIS YEAR IN
INDIA'S COACHING
CENTRE HUB. LAST
YEAR, OVERALL
COUNT STOOD AT
27, THE HIGHEST
SINCE 2015

with four of them taking their lives
in asimilar manner.

“A survey ofall 4,500 registered
hostels and PGs in Kota conducted
between February and April this
year showed that around 300 of
them are yet to install spring-
loaded ceiling fans as mandated by
the district administration,”
Rajasthan Administrative Service
(RAS) officer Sunita Daga, who is
the nodal officer of the panel, said.

“Another 300 hostels and PGs
were found not undertaking the
mandatory training sessions for
the staff. A total of 126 such accom-
modations were found violating
both the guidelines,” she added.

The RAS officer said that
around 1,000 hostels were found
operating without any fire no-ob-
jection certificate.

Kota is the centre of India’s test-
prep business, estimated to be

worth 10,000 crore annually,
according to officials in the district
administration. Students from
around the country arrive here in
huge numbers after completing
Class X, and register in residential
test-prep institutes. They also
enroll in schools, most of which
are largely for purposes of certifi-
cation.

Students attend classes only in
the test-prep institutes, which pre-
pare them for their Class XII
examination, but more impor-
tantly, entrance examinations
such as National Eligibility
Entrance Test (NEET) and Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE).
Some students find the grind
stressful, especially because they
areaway from their families.

Amid a surge in suicides among
students, the district administra-
tion on August 18 last year ordered
all hostels and PG accommoda-
tions to install spring-loaded fans
in rooms “to provide students
mental supportand security’.

Days later, on September 28, the
Rajasthan government
announced a series of measures to
prevent suicides among students,
such as a mandatory screening
test, the alphabetical sorting of stu-
dents into sections instead of a
ranking-based one, and the admis-

sion of students who are in Class
[X or higher.

Daga said that around three
hostels have been sealed so far for
violating the guidelines and noti-
ces were issued to several others
fora similar reason.

“Notices were issued in the last
three months and these accom-
modations have been given a
month’s time to fix all these issues.
Our team is keeping an eye on
them. Any violations will attract
strict action. Our primary goalisto
save as many lives of students as
possible,” she added.

The RAS officer said that in
most cases, the installation of an
anti-suicide device in ceiling fans
was a common violation. “The
hostel staffalso did not participate
in our mandatory training ses-
sions,” she said.

“The session helped several
other hostel staff to save multiple
lives in the last five months.
According to our survey, around
1,500 students were found
depressed by the hostel staff after
they arrived in Kota. Around 70
students were prevented from tak-
ing the extreme step. We are hold-
ing an additional awareness pro-
gramme for the ones who arenot
following these norms,” she

added.

Urgent need to halt deforestation, check further
land degradation by 2030: UN forum on forests

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: There is an urgent
need to halt deforestation and
prevent further land degradation
by 2030 for the world to stay on
the path of sustainable develop-
ment, UN Forum on Forests said
in a declaration at the conclusion
of its 19th session on Friday.

The declaration, which is yet to
be released, also reaffirmed the
UN Strategic Plan for Forests
2017-30 as a global framework for
action to protect and sustainably
manage forests and trees outside
forests, to halt deforestation and
forest degradation and contribute
to theimplementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
mentand other international for-
est-related instruments, processes,
commitments and goals.

During the meeting, India
shared the launch of its Green
Credit Programme that provides
incentives to entities to take up
tree plantation and restoration of
degraded forests, the environment
ministry said on Sunday.

“During the session, India high-

DURING THE MEET,
INDIA SHARED THE
LAUNCH OF ITS
GREEN CREDIT
PROGRAMME THAT
PROVIDES
INCENTIVES TO
TAKE UP TREE
PLANTATION

lighted the country’s significant
advancements in forest conserva-
tion and sustainable forest man-
agement which led to consistent
increase in forest cover over the
past 15 years. Globally, India ranks
third in the net gain, in average
annual forest area, between 2010
and 2020,” it said.

However, both the increase in
the country’s forest cover, due to
ambiguities in definition, and the
Green Credit Programme, have
been issues of contention.

Corporations and other private
entities can take up plantations on
degraded land, including open for-
est and scrub land, wasteland and
catchment areas of water bodies

identified by state forest depart-
ments, a notification by the minis-
try said, in a move that has
attracted criticism from experts
and environmentalists who point
out that a lot of such land already
has thriving biodiversity, which
will now be at risk from planta-
tions, HT reported on February 27.

The plantations will help gener-
ate green credits, which can be
traded and used as leadership indi-
cators under corporate social
responsibility, the February 22
notification said.

The ministry issued a draft noti-
fication on trading in green credits
in June last year. Green Credit
Rules, 2023 were notified under
various sections of the Environ-
ment (Protection) Act, 1986, on
October 12. The Centre on Febru-
ary 26 notified the methodology to
calculate green credits against tree
plantations.

The February 22 notification
stated that the land parcel identi-
fied for plantation must be at least
five acres and free fromall encum-
brances. Any person or entity
undertaking tree plantation to
generate green credits may apply

to the administrator overseeing
the programme, who will assign
land identified by forest depart-
mentto the applicant and ask for a
proposal for undertaking tree
plantation for green credits. The
administrator will then issue a
demand note on the cost of planta-
tion and other costs to the appli-
cant. Once this is paid, the forest
department will carry out tree
plantation in line with the man-
agement plan.

The issue of forest cover has
been contentious because experts
have said India’s definition of for-
est cover counts plantations and
orchards as well. The government
considers an area of one hectare or
more with at least 10% canopy
cover, irrespective of land useand
ownership, including allland that
meets the forest thresholds —tree
crops, fruit orchards, bambooand
agroforestry —as a forest. India’s
definition of forests is accepted by
UN Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) and Food
and Agriculture Organisation for
their reporting and communica-
tions, according to the Forest Sur-
vey of India.

LA NINA

June-August (49% chance) or
July-September (69% chance),
according to NOAA projections.

Much of India’s monsoon
rains are spread over July and
August. Consistent and moder-
ate amounts of rain — as
opposed to heavy or very heavy
rainfall days — is crucial for a
country where nearly half of
the farmland lacks irrigation.
Good rains can help keep pri-
ces of staples such as sugar,
pulses, rice and vegetables
under control, in turn restrain-
ing the sticky inflation prob-
lem.

The weather bureau has
already forecast above normal
monsoon at 106% of the long-
period average, a year after this
number was below normal at
94%.

The India Meteorological
Department’s (IMD) Monsoon
Mission Coupled Forecasting
System has also indicated the
likely development of La Nina
conditions during the monsoon
season. It has also said that at
present, neutral Indian Ocean
Dipole (I0D) conditions are
prevailing over the Indian
Ocean. The latest MMCEFS fore-
cast indicates that positive IOD
conditions are likely to develop
during the monsoon season.

“We've seen a quick switch
from EI Nino to La Nina several
times before in our 1950-
present record, especially after
a strong El Nino. This tendency
is one source of confidence in
the prediction that La Nina will
develop later this year,” NOAA
said.

The current El Nino event,
which developed in June 2023,
was at its strongest between
November and January, the
World Meteorological Organi-
sation (WMO) said in March. It
displayed a peak value of about
2°C above the 1991-2020 aver-
age sea surface temperature
for the eastern and central
tropical Pacific Ocean. This
made it one of the five strong-
est E1 Nino events ever, though
it was weaker than the 1997-98
and 2015-2016 events, the
WMO added. The El Nino event
was preceded by three consec-
utive years of La Nina condi-
tions (2020-23) —a rare “triple-
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dip” phenomenon that had
widespread impacts on the
ocean and climate across the
globe.

DS Pai, head of the climate
service division at IMD, said it
will take a few months for the
SST anomalies to transition to
the La Nina threshold of below
-0.5°Cin the equatorial region
of the Pacific Ocean.

“With the establishment of
La Nina sometime during the
monsoon, we can expect flood-
ing rains in parts of the coun-
try, including the west coast,
the Himalayan foothills, and
the core monsoon region in
central India,” Pai said. "IMD
has already forecast an above-
normal monsoon at 106% of the
long-period average with a
model error of + 5%."

Mahesh Palawat, vice presi-
dent of climate change and
meteorology at Skymet
Weather, said the forecast of
positive I0D conditions, along
with the expected transition
from El Nino to La Nina, is
expected to create conditions
for a good monsoon in India.
“Heat wave conditions will also
be relieved. Due to ongoing
western disturbances, we are
also not expecting any heat
wave conditions over north-
west India immediately,” Pala-
wat said.

MODI IN BENGAL

of sexual abuse against TMC
leaders have surfaced.

Suggesting that the perform-
ance of the Congress in the
ongoing Lok Sabha polls will
drop to an all-time low, the
Prime Minister said that the
party will get fewer seats than
the age of the “Shehzada”, a
veiled attack at the 53-year-old
Rahul Gandhi.

Modi said under the TMC
regime, West Bengal has turned
into a centre of “corruption”
and a “cottage industry of
bomb-making”.

“While Modi talks about
water in every household, TMC
talks about bombs in every
household,” he added.

"TMC has surrendered to
vote-bank politics in West Ben-
gal, where you cannot even
mention the name of Lord Shri
Ram or celebrate Ram Navami.

PAGE 1 }

Hindus have been become sec-
ond-class citizens in West Ben-
gal,” he alleged.

Criticising the TMC for
opposing the CAA in West Ben-
gal, Modi said, "CAAisalaw to
give citizenship to victims; it
does not take away anyone’s cit-
izenship. But parties like Con-
gress and TMC have painted it
with the colour of their lies.”

“As long as there is Modi, no
one can repeal the CAA,” he
said.

He also stepped up his
attacks while referring to recent
developments at Sandeshkhali
in the North 24 Parganas dis-
trict, which has emerged into a
political battleground since
local Trinamool strongman
Sheikh Shajahan was accused of
running a widespread extortion
operation, which allegedly
included attacks and even sex-
ual assault.

“The entire nation is watch-
ing what's happening in San-
deshkhali, First the state police
shielded the culprits. Now the
TMC has started a new game.
TMC’s goons are terrorising and
threatening women in Sandesh-
khali just because the culprit's
name is Shahjahan Sheikh.
Guns and explosive are being
recovered from his house but in
a bid to appease the vote bank,
TMC is making efforts to give
him a clean chit,” Modi said
while addressing the first rally
of the day at Barrackpore in
North 24 Parganas.

The allegations pertaining to
Sandeshkhali have now turned
into a war of sting operations
and videos, with the state’s rul-
ing TMC releasing what it said
was evidence of BJP having
engineered the entire saga,
while the BJP has said that peo-
ple were being coerced into
retracting their allegations.

Shahjahan was arrested on
February 29 on the orders of the
Calcutta high court. He was
later handed over to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

On May 4, a purported string
video was released by the TMC
in which Gangadhar Koyal, a
local BJP leader from Sandesh-
khali was seen allegedly saying
that there were no rapes and
women were paid to lodge false
complaints of sexual assault.

Addressing his second rally
of the day at Chinsurah in
Hooghly, Modi said, “TMC is
using every trick in Sandesh-
khali, but none of the oppress-
ors will be spared.”

Hitting back at a rally in Ulu-
beria, Howrah, chief minister
Mamata Banerjee said, "I have
seen many Prime Ministers
such as Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Manmohan Singh, IK Gujral
and HD Deve Gowda and Rajiv
Gandhi. ButI have never seena
Prime Minister like Modi who
spreads so much slander. He
would get 120 out of 100 in tell-
ing lies. He always abuses me
and the TMC. He became Prime
Minister twice by lying. The BJP
leaders are the biggest leaders
of thieves. It is guarantee of a
liar.”

Modi addressed four back-to-
back rallies at Barrackpore,
Chinsurah, Aramnbagh and
Sankrail in the eastern state.

He also mounted an attack on
the INDIA-partners saying that
corruption is their common
character alleging that TMC has
taken up corruption as a full-
time business which it runs
openly.

“You would certainly make
the BJP-NDA cross the 400-
mark. But write it down that in
this election the Congress will
get fewer seats than the age of
its shehzada,” Modi said.

Modi claimed Congress and
TMC are competition for
appeasement.

Speaking at another rally in
Arambagh in Hooghly district,
the PM said, “TMC thinksit has
a monopoly over Bengali cul-
ture, but the truth is that this is
the land of Maa Durga and Maa
Kali.” He claimed that in West
Bengal, it has become a crime to
take the name of Ram Mandir.

“There is no freedom of
expression under the TMC
rule,” he alleged, adding that
opposition and independent
voices were being stifled.

Asserting that nobody can
provide reservations based on
religion, he guaranteed the peo-
ple of West Bengal that “reser-
vations for SC, ST, and OBC will
not be touched. Nobody can
stop you from celebrating Ram
Navami. Nobody can stop the
implementation of CAA.".
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STRESSING NEED
10 MAKE A PUSH
FOR SUSTAINABLE
FASHION CHOICES

Bharati Chaturvedi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Met Gala 2024
was themed on ‘Sleeping Beauty :
Reawakening Fashion'. To me,
that meantreawakening fashion
to new realities of the climate
emergency.

Possibly one of the most influ-
ential fashion and art events on
the planet, the Met Gala was set
up to make the connect and
underscore the relevance and
contribution of fashion to the arts.

One might ask, how something
as important as the Met Gala can,
in fact have an impact on the pub-
lic perception of fashion. And
counter fast fashion.

The theme already gestures
and acknowledges the power of
nature, with floral gowns and
more. Events like this cannot
dictate but they can nudge.
There were dresses combining
three kinds of sand. They were
dresses gesturing to sustainabil-
ity crafted into flowers and the
best , celebrities wore vintage
fashion. In an age when Indians
think twice about wearing a 30
year old saree, seeing an equally
old gown being glorified is a
gesture to sustainability and
reuse. Such choices also under-
scored the shallowness of fast
fashion and the glory of classics.
While many of us can’t possibly
wear such glorious classics, we
can reuse clothes with flair.

The Met Gala has the power,
the influence and the energy to
get the world re-aligned on
what sustainable fashion is, in
ways that are creative and offer
pleasure. That offers the fashion
world many options, ranging
from materials to reuse to
future use to absence of
sequence, non-synthetic materi-
als, everything can find a voice.

I hope in the coming few
years organisers of the Mela will
also become the leading voice
on sustainability with beauty.

(The writer is the founder and
director of Chintan Environmental
Research and Action Groups)

MET GALAHAS THE
POWER TONUDGE
PEOPLE TOWARDS
SUSTAINABLE
FASHION CHOICES

Badrinath opens for devotees

devotees on Sunday after remaining closed during the winter season. PTI

Charting Rahul’s strengths,
weaknesses as a politician

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The third phase of
India’s 44-day long polls took place
last week with voting held in 94
constituencies across 12 states.
Thus far, the elections have been
marked by lower-than-expected
turnout, intensifying communal
rhetoric, and a sharp debate about
inequality and redistribution.
Against this backdrop, the New
York Times Magazine
recently published an

spoke to host Milan Vaishnav
about Gandhi's motivation for
undertaking a sequel to his 2022-
2023 Bharat Jodo Yatra. “The yatra
is not an entirely novel concept. It's
been used many times in Indian
political history,” he noted. "But I
think Rahul saw this as a some-
thing that he was particularly good
at, which is to talk to people one-
on-one, and to kind of shy away
from these big rallies and big
speeches, which he’s not very good
at.” In his profile, Subra-
manian calls Gandhi a

essay by the journalist == “fidgety orator” who has
Samanth Subramanian m trouble shrugging off
titled, “Time Is Running the ordinary disturban-
Out for Rahul Gandhi'’s ces of a rally.

Vision for India.” The
essay was based on a

GRAND

Subramanian said
even Gandhi's harshest

reporting trip in Febru- critics  grudgingly
ary of this year in which TAMAS H accepted that his first
Subramanian travelled yatra was something of

Uttar Pradesh with
Rahul Gandbhi, the former presi-
dent of the Congress Party who
remains its most prominent face.

Subramanian, author of several
award-winning books including
This Divided Island: Life, Death and
the Sri Lankan War and A Domi-
nant Character: The Radical Science
and Restless Politics of J.B.S. Hal-
dane, reflected on his time follow-
ing Rahul Gandhi on last week's
episode of Grand Tamasha—a
weekly podcast on Indian politics
and policy co-produced by HT and
the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace.

On the podcast, Subramanian

a success. "I heard so
many stories of people who
accompanied him on the yatra
finding this connection with the
Congress party as an institution,
particularly outside of the Hindi
heartland. I think this kind of ener-
gised him..and energised the
party. I heard plenty of people
from opposition parties say that
was the first time they really
thought of Rahul as a politician.”

Subramanian explained that
Gandhi was reluctant to give him
and other journalists direct access
on his latest yatra, an aloofness
that Subramanian says has
becomeall too common. “Increas-

ingly, a culture has grown in India
and in many other parts of the
world where a politician doesn't
really feel the need or the obliga-
tion to sit down with journalists
and to do an interview.” But he
stresses this scepticism runs espe-
cially deep in India. “It's not just
politicians—it’s public figures of
every stripe. Indian cricketers
haven't given extended interviews
or profiles to journalists for ages.
Indian film stars stopped offering
thatkind of accessas well.”

The author chalked thisuptoa
culture that is wary of the press
and the media but also the fact
that elites have their own media
channels now. “Rahul doesn’t
need the New York Timesto get his
message out,” Subramanian
explained. “He has his YouTube
channel, Instagram, and Twitter.
But I think, beyond thatalso, per-
haps sensibly, Congress and Rahul
have seen that their constituency
isn't really the New York Times
readership...The readers who are
on the Upper West Side [of Man-
hattan] don’t really matter to him
that much when he has a YouTube
channel that is tailored to his exact
needs on which he can curate the
message that goes out.”
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Not just a case of
shoot and scoot

The conspiracy in the Dabholkar murder must
be unearthed and the masterminds punished

special court in Pune convicted two men for

the 2013 murder of Narendra Dabholkar, a

physician and rationalist, who campaigned

against religious superstitions, Friday. The
court, however, acquitted three others, including
Virendrasinh Sharadchandra Tawade, whom CBI
named as the “main conspirator”, for want of
evidence. Dabholkar’s family has said they will
appeal against the acquittals. The probe alleged that
all five persons were linked to Sanatan Sanstha, a
Hindutva outfit, though the latter has claimed that
the convicts were “Hindutva activists” but have never
been involved with the organisation.

The acquittals are disturbing for multiple reasons.
The court has come down heavily on CBI for shoddy
investigation and accused the officer of “negligence”
while invoking UAPA provisions in the case. It held that
“there was a lot of scope for suspicion” against Tawade,
but the prosecution “failed to provide evidence for it”.
The Dabholkar murder was reportedly the firstin a
series of high-profile killings of Left-leaning, anti-
Hindutva activists and writers over four years: from
Kolhapur-based CPI leader and former MLA, Govind
Pansare, in February 2015 to Dharward-based Lingayat
scholar and former vice-chancellor of Hampi
University MM Kalburgi in August 2015, and editor of
Lankesh Patrike, Gauri Lankesh in Bengaluru in
September 2017. Uma Pansare, Govind Pansare’s wife,
was with him when he was shot but survived with a
bullet injury. Sachin Andure and Sharad Kalaskar,
convicted for shooting Dabholkar, as well as Tawade,
are accused in the Pansare case. Kalaskaris also an
accused in the Gauri Lankesh murder.

The cases have been mired in politics, and the
political churn in Maharashtra and Karnataka has cast
its shadow on the investigation, arrests, framing of the
chargesheets, and the pace of the trials. Investigators
have spoken about a conspiracy that links these high-
profile killings. These killings need to be seen as
political murders aimed at throttling free speech and
creating a climate of fear against the independent
pursuit of rational and scientific knowledge. For
instance, Dabholkar and the organisation he headed,
the Maharashtra Andhashraddha Nirmoolan Samiti,
were in the bad books of right-wing outfits because
they championed the 2005 Maharashtra Anti-
Superstition Bill, which the latter felt targeted Hindu
traditions and practices. The shooters, itappears, are
low-level functionaries brainwashed and turned into
assassins by the masterminds, who are operating in the
shadows. A closure in these murders is possible only
when the conspirators too are nabbed and punished.

In bird flight patterns,
portents of a disaster

Climate crisis is resetting
the bird migration
compass and calendar,
with grave consequences
for biodiversity

ver the seven days to
May 12, the Forest Sur-
vey of India (FSI)
reported 342 large forest
fires in India, with 209 in
Uttarakhand alone.
These fires are mostly triggered by
human carelessness or miscreants.
Once the wind takes over the parched
land, with above-normal tempera-
tures, such fires become uncontrolla-
ble and wreak havoc. March to June is
the peak breeding time for birds.
Death by wildfires takes an unprece-
dented toll on breeding bird popula-
tions. This is true for other larger and
smaller taxa, especially for the slow-
moving ground-dwelling species. It is
hard to fathom the consequences for
the ecological economy of a region.
A warming world is changing bird
life for sure. Especially during the
migration of bird species from the
colder northern latitudes to the
warmer tropics for food and shelter.
In a global melting pot, as genes (with
coded adaptive messages) are passed
from one generation to the next, some
bird populations may not wish to take
the arduous journeys when food is
available throughout the year. While
the phenomenon of bird migration
will not cease to exist anytime soon,
there are more and more reports of
birds staying back either in their sum-
mer breeding habitats or vice versa —
in their winter homes or somewhere

in between, If you happen to go for a
walk in the Okhla Bird Sanctuary in
Delhi, a few long-distance visitors
from the Arctic region, Ruffs, Wood
Sandpipers, Green Shanks, Littleand
Temminck's Stints are still lingering
way beyond from their usual time of
departure. And we don’t know why!

May 11 is observed as World Migra-
tory Bird Day, a day when the spot-
light is on the protection of migratory
birds and their habitats. This year, the
campaign has an added focus on the
state of insect populations — food for
migratory birds — declining due to
excessive pesticide usage
and light pollution.

Taej Mundkur, senior
advisor, Wetlands Interna-
tional, says that a population
of the migratory Bar-headed
goose is not flying further
north to their breeding
grounds in Mongolia. The

Banerjee

expanding bird populations. Special-
ist feeders are declining while gener-
alists with a greater ability to adapt
are expanding on a planet in flux. A
classic local example is the Bank
myna (the name comes from river
bank), which has moved to colonise
toll plazas and railway stations as its
natural habitat flood plains are taken
up for development. The toll plazas
provide easy pickings, food grains
from trucks.

Long-term data from years of bird
banding and satellite telemetry, tradi-
tional and modern tools to track
birds, have helped omitholo-
gists demarcate bird flyways
on the globe and how differ-
ent bird populations migrate
seasonally from North to
South. There are nine such
flyways, scientific models for
the conservation of bird spe-
cies and their habitats. The

freezing conditions over the

Indian subcontinent sits at

Tibetan plateau have trans-

formed to more warmer climes giving
way to agricultural expansion and
unlocking food in plenty for the forag-
ing geese to settle down. Long-term
research states that while four of
China’s six wintering populations of
"grey” geese declined during the last
decade, that of Bar-headed geese in
the Tibet Autonomous Region has
more than doubled. Similar narra-
tives of geese not flying further north
also come from Afghanistan, Turk-
menistan and Uzbekistan.

Birds are wired to migrate with
food and nesting resources on their
radar. Now with these examples,
thereis a clear trend pointing to a tim-
ing mismatch between migrants and
their food sources. And these may be
the reasons behind contracting or

the base of the Central Asian
Flyway (CAF), wintering home to pop-
ulations of 600 plus species of migra-
tory birds. Among these, 240 species
of migratory birds are in decline.
There are also gains like the case of
the Bar-headed goose mentioned
here.

While the Indian landmass offers
diverse habitats for migratory birds,
all such habitats are rapidly on the
decline, due to our insatiable “devel-
opmental” needs. Increasing tempera-
tures with extreme weather events
are said to accelerate the further dis-
appearance of bird habitats. Like the
Bank myna or the Bar-headed goose,
how others will take to newer condi-
tions is still to be seen.

The State of Indian Birds (2023)
report says 217 species are stable or
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While the Indian landmass offers diverse habitats, these are rapidly on the

decline, thanks to our insatiable development needs

have increased in the last eight years
and 204 species are in decline in the
past three decades. The report says
that birds of open ecosystems, rivers,
and coasts have declined the most.
But as migration patterns change, the
population estimation models must
be expanded and redesigned.

In February, at the 14th meeting of
the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species (COP14/CMS) in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan, it was agreed
that India will host a coordinating
office to act as a platform for capacity
building, knowledge sharing, and
research with all 30 range countries.
The ministry of environment, forest
and climate change is the implement-
ing agency and may be working on a
plan but time is of the essence with
extreme weather a top global risk for
2024 and the news of the Indian
Ocean moving towards a state of near
permanent marine heatwaves.

Extremely high April temperatures
over eastern and peninsular India
reflect the severity of the climate cri-
sis. At the same time, the Supreme
Court has stated that everyone has
“the fundamental right to be free from

HT ARCHIVE

the adverse effects of climate change”.
[t also highlighted the critical role of
forests in mitigating climate crisis, cit-
ing forests as a national asset linked to
India’s financial security. It referred to
the Reserve Bank of India report,
Macroeconomic Impact Of Climate
Change In India (2023), which stated,
“Climate change manifested through
rising temperature and changing pat-
terns of monsoon rainfall in India
could cost the economy 2.8% of its
GDP and depress the living standards
of nearly half of its population by
2050.” These two recent judgments
within a month clearly raise concerns
over the state of the environment.

But is the climate alarm and what's
to be done about it for our survival
alone? Definitely not. We are intrinsi-
cally linked to the fate of a vast diverse
set of species sharing the human-al-
tered world, fighting for survival and
keeping the natural environment run-
ning through their complex ecological
roles. We owe it to them as much as to
ourselves.

Ananda Banerjee is an author, artist and
wildlife conservationist. The views
expressed are personal

Andhra’s titans clash
over welfare, caste

he big electoral battle in Andhra Pradesh, which

is headed for the polling booth today, is between

two regional outfits, the Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party (YSRCP) and the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP). But there is also a side track that is no less
interesting: Two national parties, the BJP and the
Congress, are battling to stay relevantin a state that
sends 25 MPs to the Lok Sabha. If the BJP is trying to
find a foothold with help from the TDP, the Congress is
seeking to retrieve the space it lost after the state was
bifurcated in 2014 by claiming the legacy of its late chief
minister (CM), YS Rajasekhara Reddy, through YS
Sharmila, its new state chief and the sister of present
CM YS Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Neither Jagan Mohan Reddy nor TDP supremo
Chandrababu Naidu can afford to lose the assembly
election. Both leaders have been mired in
corruption scandals and served prison stints. Public
office may help in battling these cases. Key to
Reddy’s campaign is welfare. Critics call his
schemes a fiscal disaster but the CM hopes that the
navaratnalu (nine gems), mostly focused on rural
voters, will help him defeat anti-incumbency. What
distinguishes Reddy’s welfare politics is the focus
on delivery. The 2.56 lakh plus village and ward
volunteers he recruited at the state’s expense to
keep track of schemes and facilitate the delivery of
public goods and services have also been an arm of
his political outreach.

The elections will test if Reddy’s welfare politics
has the traction to override the social alliance of
Kammas and Kapus that Naidu has stitched by
aligning with actor Pawan Kalyan’s Jana Sena
Party. Reddy’s failure to build a state capital can,
however, hurt his prospects.

Map that threatens to
derail India-Nepal ties

erritorial claims between contiguous
States are not a new phenomenon,
but highlighting them on currency
notes or national emblems has living
consequences and is a matter of seriousness
when the ties are friendly and close. The gov-
ernment of Nepal has just approved a map of
the country to be printed on the country’s
new 100-rupee note. This has rightly drawn
criticism from India as the map of Nepal was
amended in May 2020 to explicitly highlight
its claims on Indian territories in Uttara-
khand. Those tensions had barely calmed
down before the latest one boiled over.
Nepal and India are bound by strong civili-
sational and economic ties, and repeatedly
upsetting these through such action hardly
bodes well for the people of Nepal
or its economy. Nepalese politicians
have no hesitation in indulging in
brinkmanship over ties with India
for their own personal benefit. This
was certainly the case in 2020 when
then Prime Minister (PM) KP
Sharma Oli played the nationalist
card of “safeguarding” Nepal's terri-

Manév
Singh Puri

reach out to New Delhi by donning the daura
suruwar, the traditional Nepalese dress asso-
ciated with the monarchy and visiting the
Mahakaleshwar temple in Ujjain, Madhya
Pradesh, during a State Visit. As a Maoist,
such displays were out of bounds for him
earlier.

The present alliance with the CPN-UML
may be electorally advantageous to Pra-
chanda, but Oli apparently has the upper
hand. The map on the currency notes is cer-
tainly reminiscent of Oli’s 2020 act with the
map in the national emblem, and he can’t be
oblivious to its long-term negative and
intractable consequences for Nepal. There is
little doubt that he would have been urged on
such a move by his Chinese backers.

Interestingly, as this latest she-
nanigan unfolds from Nepal, a new
book, Kathmandu Chronicle, that
seeks to “reclaim” India-Nepal rela-
tions”, is out in the bookstores of
Delhi and Kathmandu. The authors
are KV Rajan, the longest-serving
Indian ambassador in Kathmandu,
and Atul Thakur, a young scholar

tory with the map revision in a bid

and observer of Nepal. The book

to avoid ouster.

The 2022 elections threw up a hung par-
liament, with the Nepali Congress, led by
former PM Sher Bahadur Deuba, having 88
members in a house of 275, while Oli's Com-
munist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Len-
inist), or CPN-UML, had 79. This allowed
Prachanda, the leader of the Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), to assume
prime ministership with just 30 members of
parliament. Initially, it was an alliance with
Oli’s party but it soon moved to the Nepali
Congress, and in February 2024, back to Oli's
party. In the shifting sands of Nepalese poli-
tics, where no one is untouchable, observers
speak of several other possibilities, including
the Nepali Congress and the Unified Marxist-
Leninist tying up or combinations involving
smaller parties. But these are not easy to
stitch together.

Historically, India has been more comfort-
able when the Nepali Congress is a part of
the ruling dispensation in Kathmandu. This
was certainly so when the Prachanda-Deuba
combination was in office through much of
2023. Prachanda also went the extra mile to

e ——— e — =l

Nepalese politicians haven’t shied from
brinkmanship on ties with India  HT ARCHIVE

provides a “diplomatic gleaning” of
India-Nepal history since India’s Independ-
ence and charts the frequent ups and downs
in these ties. The book discusses the role of
the British in pushing a certain wedge in the
civilisational ties between India and Nepal by
bringing in facets of a nation-State scenario
and issues of identity. Many today are oblivi-
ous of the Great Game involving the British
and Russian Empires in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. The role played by Paki-
stan, directly and through its proxies such as
the D Company, in recent years appear to be
forgotten in today’s times, but these bear
recalling. While noting the ever-present
China angle in the way Nepal positions itself
vis-a-vis India and not overlooking the influ-
ences of the West, the book views India-Ne-
pal ties through an Indian lens. It under-
scores Nepal's strategic location and pro-
vides interesting anecdotal accounts of
interactions on ties with the royal family,
Nepal as a Hindu State, the hijacking of
IC-814, and the coup by King Gyanendra.

In 2020, the whipped-up nationalist fer-
vour had only one or two Nepalese MPs vot-
ing against the amendment to the national
emblem that incorporated the new map fea-
turing areas of India. Hopefully, a debate in
the Nepalese parliament on the issue of
incorporating its map in the currency notes
will see large numbers of its members
oppose a move that could debase the Nepa-
lese currency in the eyes of the people of its
most important economic neighbour,

Rajan and Thakur note that “India does
not fashion its policies on the basis of reci-
procity expectations, but some reciprocity in
terms of respect for vital interests is a neces-
sary underpinning for sound relationships”.
They suggest the need for Nepal and India to
accept their special relationship as a "real
asset” and work on the benefits of growing
together. Diplomacy is obviously the key to
the way forward, but “the style of diplomacy
matters as much as the substance”.

Manjeev Singh Puri is a former ambassador of
India to Nepal. The views are personal
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Voter turnouts do not
predict poll outcomes

he recently concluded third phase of the

general election has reaffirmed a con-

sistent trend: The Hindi heartland

states, along with Maharashtra, con-
tinue to lag in participation in the grand festival
of democracy. Why is this happening? Let us
examine this starting with Noida, a city in
Gautam Buddha Nagar district of Uttar Pra-
desh, where Ireside. By midday, the polling sta-
tions here were deserted. Only 53.63% of regis-
tered voters exercised their franchise in this
forward-looking metropolis. Women's partici-
pation was also quite low, though literacy and
self-reliance among women in Noida are
greater than in the rest of the country. Noida
was not alone; this was pretty much the situa-
tion across India. Why did they not carry out
their democratic responsibility?

Election Commission of India data shows
that only 66.14% of votes were cast in the first
phase, and 66.71% in the second. Some blamed
the excessive heat for the low turnout in the
third phase, too, but that is far from reality. Sta-
tistics show that vote percentage had increased
in the four general elections held between 2004
and 2019. The previous two elections showed a
significant increase in this regard.

Fans of Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi
credited him with this. When the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) announced Modi as its PM
candidate in 2013, many were drawn to his ora-
tory skills and the “Gujarat Model”. The saffron
party won a simple majority for the first time.
Modi repeated thisin 2019. But now, given that
the turnout was low in the first two phases,
should the Opposition’s claims that his magic
has diminished be considered true? Notat all.

According to a survey conducted by an
English magazine shortly before the elections,
Modi was the top choice of 52% of people. It
claimed that no one has been able to compete
with Modi in the last decade. Many other sur-
veys also made such announcements. Besides,
one other fact needs to be considered. Kerala,
like North and West India, saw a lower turnout.
The BJPis not anywhere in the primary contest
there. What could be the cause of this?

There are numerous explanations for this.
One is the carelessness of certain members of
the party, including MPs, leading to therevival
of factors such as caste in the election. Modi

had “bulldozed” caste boundaries in the last
two elections. Another is the rapid formation
and breaking of coalitions, and the preference
given to leaders from the “outside”. It has bro-
ken party workers’ morale. Until the last elec-
tion, these people had left no stone unturned to
get voters to the polling booth.

The scenario is no different in other parties,
too. The Opposition has not been able to forge
a working alliance. Also, parties such asthose
led by Sharad Pawar and Uddhav Thackeray
saw their rebel factions joining the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA). Rahul Gandhi and
the Congress party are now contesting the elec-
tion on the shoulders of regional satraps. His
Kanyakumari-to-Kashmir yatra, which ended
early lastyear, made some ripples but failed to
inspire the passion that the Congress requires.

Besides, some leaders’ alleged misconduct
has also offended voters. Former PM HD Deve
Gowda'’s son HD Revanna and grandson Praj-
wal Revanna stand accused in a sex scandal.
The Janata Dal (Secular) has ousted Prajwal
and party leader HD Kumaraswamy has stated
thatif they are proven guilty by the SIT probe,
stricter measures will be taken. Further, inci-
dents such as the last-minute withdrawal of a
Congress candidate from Indore and the earlier
cancellation of a Congress candidate’s nomina-
tion from Surat, as well as the withdrawal of
other candidates, have harmed public trust in
democracy. The huge amount of money recov-
ered from a Jharkhand minister’s associates, as
well as the poisonous language used by politi-
cians, have also shaken the common man’s
belief in democracy. Political parties should
take these issues seriously.

In the current election, is the low turnout an
indication of a shift in voters’ trust? Answering
this is impossible as turnout does not deter-
mine outcome. Indira Gandhi returned to
power with an overwhelming majority in 1971,
despite a drop in turnout of about 6%. In the
next election, in 1977, the vote share climbed by
more than 5%, but she lost. We should also note
that there was an improvement at the national
level during the third phase. What is the guar-
antee that this trend won't gain momentum?

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan.
The views expressed are personal.
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Switzerland’s Nemo wins Eurovision;
Israeli fans decry contest as ‘political’

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

MALMO: Swiss singer Nemo won
the 68th Eurovision Song Con-
test on Sunday with “The Code,”
an operatic pop-rap ode to the
singer's journey toward embrac-
ing a nongender identity.

Switzerland's contestant beat
Croatian rocker Baby Lasagna to
the title by winning the most
points from a combination of
national juries and viewers
around the world.

Nemo, 24, is the first nonbi-
nary winner of the contest that
has long been embraced as a safe
haven by the LGBT community.
Nemo is also the first Swiss win-
ner since 1988, when Canadian
chanteuse Celine Dion competed
under the Swiss flag.

“Thank you so much,” Nemo
said after the result from Satur-
day’s final was announced soon
after midnight. “I hope this con-
test can live up to its promise

Nemo in Malmo, Sweden, on
Sunday. REUTERS

and continue to stand for peace
and dignity for every person.”

Israeli fans slam
Eurovision snub
Meanwhile, music fans who
gathered in Tel Aviv on Saturday
to watch the Eurovision contest
decried juries’ snubs of Israel as
“obviously political”.

The mood was electric at the
packed Layla bar in Tel Aviv as

the show got underway, with the
crowd going wild when Israel’s
contestant Eden Golan appeared
on screen. As Golan performed
her song "Hurricane”, many at
Layla, which bills itself “the best
gay bar in Tel Aviv”, voiced hope
that she would win.

That would send the message
that "maybe we are not hated so
much, and that the music really
won", Tal Bendersky, 23, draped
in an Israeli flag, told AFP.

But as votes started ticking in,
and it became clear that few of
the juries representing the 37
countries with voting rights
were offering Golan even a
handful of votes, spirits fell.

“This is clearly political,” said
Guy, a 20-year-old who declined
to give his last name since he did
not want his family to know he
wasata gay bar.

But Israel's victory was
unlikely due to controversies
surrounding its participation
amid the ongoing Gaza war.

A man walks past wreckages of cars El]]ﬂ amotorcycle caused by a flash flood in Agam, West
Sumatra, Indonesia, on Sunday,

37 killed, 18 missing in
Indonesia flash floods

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

PADANG: Heavy rains and tor-
rents of cold lava and mud flow-
ing down a volcano’s slopes on
Indonesia’s Sumatra island trig-
gered flash floods that killed at
least 37 people and around 18
were missing, officials said on
Sunday.

Monsoon rains and a major
mudslide from a cold lava flow
on Mount Marapi caused ariver
to breach its banks and tear
through mountainside villages
in four districts in West Suma-
tra province just before mid-
night on Saturday.

The floods swept away peo-
ple and submerged over 100
houses and buildings, National
Disaster Management Agency
spokesperson Abdul Muhari
said.

Cold lava, also known as
lahar, is a mixture of volcanic
material and pebbles that flow
down a volcano’'s slopes in the
rain.

By Sunday afternoon, rescu-
ers had pulled out 19 bodies in
the worst-hit village of Candu-
ang in Agam district and recov-
ered nine other bodies in the
neighboring district of Tanah
Datar, the National Search and
Rescue Agency said in a state-
ment.

The agency said that eight
bodies were pulled from mud
during deadly flash floods that
also hit Padang Pariaman, and
one body was found in the city
of Padang Panjang.

Flash floods on Saturday
night also caused main roads
around the Anai Valley Water-
fall area in Tanah Datar district
to be blocked by mud, cutting
off access to other cities, Padang
Panjang Police Chief Kartyana
Putra said on Sunday.

The disaster came just two
months after heavy rains trig-
gered flash floods and a land-
slide in West Sumatra’s Pesisir
Selatan and Padang Pariaman
districts, killing at least 21 peo-
ple and leaving five others miss-
Ing.

The 2,885-metre Mount Mar-
api erupted late last year killing
23 climbers who were caught by
a surprise weekend eruption.
The volcano has stayed at the
third highest of four alert levels
since 2011, indicating above-nor-
mal volcanic activity under
which villagers must stay more
than 3 kilometres from the
peak, as per Indonesia’s Center
for Volcanology and Geological
Disaster Mitigation.

Indonesia bus crash
Meanwhile, a bus slammed into
cars and motorbikes after its

brakes apparently malfunc-
tioned in Indonesia’s West Java
province, Killing at least 11 peo-
ple, mostly students, and injur-
ing dozens of others, officials
said on Sunday.

The bus, carrying 61 students
and teachers, was returningto a
high school in Depok, outside
Jakarta, the capital city of Indo-
nesia. The incident occurred
late Saturday following a gradu-
ation celebration held in the
hilly resort area of Bandung,
said West Java police spokes-
person Jules Abraham Abast.

As the bus careened down a
steep downhill road, it spiralled
out of control, veering across
lanes and colliding with multi-
ple cars and motorbikes before
ultimately slamming into an
electricity pole, recounted
Abast.

The accident claimed nine
lives on the spot, with two oth-
ers succumbing to their injuries
later in the hospital, including a
teacher and a local motorist,
Abast said.

Fifty-three other people were
hospitalised with injuries,
including some in critical condi-
tion, he said.

“We are still investigating the
cause of the accident, but a pre-
liminary investigation showed
the bus's brakes malfunc-
tioned,” Abast said.

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: The first living
patient to receive a genetically
modified pig kidney transplant
has died two months after the
procedure, the US hospital that
carried it out said.

“Mass General is deeply sad-
dened at the sudden passing of
Mr. Rick Slayman. We have no
indication that it was the result
of his recent transplant,” the
Boston hospital said in a state-
ment issued late on Saturday.

In a world first, surgeons at
Massachusetts General Hospital
in March successfully trans-
planted the genetically edited pig
kidney into Slayman, who was
62 years old at the time and suf-
fering from end-stage kidney dis-
gase.

“Slayman will forever be seen
as a beacon of hope to countless
transplant patients worldwide

Israel hits Rafah, fights Hamas
from resurging in north Gaza

Rafah is considered
Hamas’ last
stronghold and the
last refuge in Gaza for
a million civilians

Agencies
letters@ hindustantimes.com

RAFAH: Israeli forces pushed
deeper into Gaza’'s southern city
of Rafah on Sunday and battled
Hamas in parts of the devastated
north that the military said it
had cleared months ago but
where militants have regrouped.

Rafah is considered Hamas'
last stronghold. It is also the last
refuge in Gaza for more than a
million civilians. Some 300,000
Palestinians have fled the city
following evacuation orders
from Israel, which says it must
invade to dismantle Hamas and
return scores of hostages taken
in the October 7 attack against
Israel that sparked the war.

Neighbouring Egypt issued its
strongest objection yet to the
Rafah offensive, saying it intends
to formally join South Africa’s
case at the International Court of
Justice alleging Israel is commit-
ting genocide in Gaza, which
Israel rejects. The foreign minis-
try statement cited “the worsen-
ing severity and scope of the
Israeli attacks against Palestin-
ian civilians.”

Gaza has been left without a
functioning government, leading
to a breakdown in public order
and allowing Hamas' armed
wing to reconstitute itself even in
the hardest-hit areas. On Sun-
day, Hamas touted attacks
against Israeli soldiers in Rafah
and near Gaza City.

Israel has yet to offer a
detailed plan for postwar gov-
ernance in Gaza, saying only that
it will maintain open-ended
security control over the enclave
of about 2.3 million Palestinians.

Internationally mediated talks

Alabama party
shooting leaves 3

dead, 12 wounded
STOCKTON (ALABAMA): At
least three people were
killed and 12 were wounded
on Saturday night ina
shooting at a party in south
Alabama. Andre Reid with
the Baldwin County
Investigation Division told
WALA-TV thatabout 1,000
people were attending a
May Day party near
Stockton when an
altercation started and
gunfire erupted. Reid said
most of the victims were
“younger people.” No
arrests reported yet. AP

Nepal man scales
Mount Everest for

record 29th time
KATHMANDU: Nepali
climber Kami Rita Sherpa
reached the top of Mount
Everest for the 29th time
since 1994, on Sunday,
breaking his own record for
the most summits of the
world’s highest mountain.
"Kami Rita reached the
summit this morning. Now
he has made a new record
with 29 summits of
Everest,” Mingma Sherpa of

Displaced Palestinians travel in a vehicle as they flee Rafah, after Israeli forces launched a ground and air operation in the eastern part
of the southern Gaza city, amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas, in Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip on Sunday. REUTERS

over a cease-fire and hostage
release appeared to be at a
standstill.

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu in a Memorial Day
speech vowed to continue fight-
ing until victory in memory of
those killed in the war. Netan-
yahu has rejected postwar plans
proposed by the US for the Pales-
tinian Authority, which adminis-
ters parts of the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, to govern Gaza with
support from Arab and Muslim
countries. Those plans depend
on progress toward the creation
of a Palestinian state, which
Israel’s government opposes.

The October 7 attack killed
around 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, and took another 250
hostage. Militants still hold

Kami Rita Sherpa. AP

Seven Summit Treks, his
expedition organiser, told

AFP. AFP
Earthquake of
magnitude 6.4 jolts
Mexico

MEXICO CITY: An

earthquake of magnitude
6.4 on the Richter scale
struck 17 kilometre WSW of
Brisas Barra de Suchiate,
Mexico, on Sunday, the
United States Geological
survey (USGS) reported.
The tremors were felt at
around 17:09 (local time).
Thedepth of the
earthquake was registered
at 75.4 kilometre, and the
location was detected at
14.452°N and 92.363"W,
respectively, according to
the USGS. No casualties or
material damage reported
yet. ANI

} TRANSPLANTATION OF ORGANS FROM ONE SPECIES TO ANOTHER IS A GROWING FIELD

F irst patient to get gene-edited ng kidney transplant dies

A nursing practice specialist, prepares pig kidney for transplant
at Massachusetts General Hospital, March 16, Boston. AP

and we are deeply grateful for
his trust and willingness to
advance the field of xenotrans-
plantation,” the hospital state-
ment said.

Organ shortages are a chronic
problem around the world and
Mass General said in March that
there were over 1,400 patients on
its waiting list for a kidney trans-
plant.

The pig kidney used for the
transplant was provided by a
Massachusetts biotech company
called eGenesis and had been
modified to remove harmful pig
genes and add certain human
genes, according to the hospital.

Slayman, who suffered from
Type 2 diabetes and hyperten-
sion, had received a transplanted
human kidney in 2018, but it

began to fail five years later.

‘He inspired so many’
When the hospital announced
the successful transplant in
March, Slayman said he had
agreed to the procedure “not
only as a way to help (him), but a
way to provide hope for the
thousands of people who need a
transplant to survive.”

In a statement posted on Mass
General's website, his family
said while they were "deeply sad-
dened about the sudden passing
of our beloved Rick” they took
“great comfort knowing he
inspired so many.”

The family said they were
“comforted by the optimism he
provided patients desperately
waiting for a transplant”.

On average, 17 people die each
day while waiting for an organ
transplant.

The transplantation of organs
from one species to anotherisa

growing field known as xeno-
transplantation.

About a month after Slay-
man's procedure, surgeons at
NYU Langone Health in New
York carried out a similar trans-
plant on Lisa Pisano, who had
suffered heart failure and end-
stage kidney disease.

Pig kidneys had been trans-
planted previously into brain-
dead patients, but Slayman was
the first living person to receive
one. Genetically modified pig
hearts were transplanted in 2023
into two patients at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, but both lived
less than two months.

Mass General said Slayman’s
transplant had been carried out
under a policy known as “com-
passionate use” that allows
patients with “serious or life-
threatening conditions” to
access experimental therapies
not vet approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration.

about 100 captives and the
remains of more than 30.

US President Joe Biden has
said he won't provide offensive
weapons to Israel for Rafah, and
his administration says there is
“reasonable” evidence that Israel
had breached international law
protecting civilians.

However, Israel has rejected
those allegations, saying it tries
to avoid harming civilians. It
blames Hamas for the high toll
because the militants fight in
dense, residential areas.

Full-scale Rafah assault
‘cannot take place’
Meanwhile, Volker Turk, the UN
high commissioner for human
rights, said in a statement on
Sunday, a full-scale Israeli

assault on the southern Gaza city
of Rafah “cannot take place”, as
it could not be reconciled with
international law.

“The latest evacuation orders
affect close to a million people in
Rafah. So where should they go
now? There is no safe place in
Gaza,” he said.

A full-scale offensive could
have a “catastrophic impact...
including the possibility of fur-
ther atrocity crimes,” he added.

Israel lacks ‘credible plan’
to safeguard Rafah

On Sunday, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken too said that
Israel lacked a “credible plan” to
protect some 1.4 million Pales-
tinian civilians in Rafah and
warned an Israeli attack could

create an insurgency by failing to
kill all Hamas fighters in the
southern Gazan city.

“Israel is on a trajectory
potentially to inherit an insur-
gency with many armed Hamas
fighters left or if it leaves a vac-
uum filled by chaos, filled by
anarchy and probably refilled by
Hamas,"” Blinken said on NBC's
Meet the Press. Hamas fighters,
he said, are returning to north-
ern Gaza areas that Israel
claimed to have cleared, and an
assault on Rafah “risks doing ter-
rible harm to civilians” without
ending the Hamas presence
there.

Israel’s planned invasion of
Rafah has deepened tensions in
its relations with its main ally in
generations.

Evacuees from the town of Vovcha nsk arrive at an evacuation
point in Kharkivregion,on May 12, 2024. AFP

Thousands leave as
Russia renews assault
on northeast Ukraine

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

VILCHA: Thousands more civil-
ians have fled Russia’s renewed
ground offensive in Ukraine’s
northeast that has targeted
towns and villages with a bar-
rage of artillery and mortar fire,
officials said on Sunday.

The intense battles have
forced at least one Ukrainian
unit to withdraw in the Kharkiv
region, capitulating more land
to Russian forces across less
defended settlements in the
so-called contested “gray zone”
along the Russian border.

By Sunday afternoon, the
town of Vovchansk, among the
largest in the northeast with a
prewar population of 17,000,
emerged as a focal point in the
battle.

Volodymyr Tymoshko, the
head of the Kharkiv regional
police, said Russian forces were
in the outskirts of the town and
approaching from three direc-
tions. “Infantry fighting is
already taking place,” he said.

A Russian tank was spotted
along a major road leading to
the town, Tymoshko said, illus-
trating Moscow’s confidence to
deploy heavy weaponry.

An Associated Press team,
positioned in a nearby village,
saw plumes of smoke rising
from the town as Russian forces
hurled shells. Evacuation teams
worked non-stop throughout
the day to take residents, most

of whom were elderly, out of

harm’s way.
At least 4,000 civilians have
fled the Kharkiv region since

Friday, when Moscow's forces
launched the operation, Gover-
nor Oleh Syniehubov said in a
social media statement.

Heavy fighting raged on Sun-
day along the northeast front
line, where Russian forces
attacked 27 settlements in the
past 24 hours, he said.

Ukrainian soldiers said the
Kremlin is using the usual Rus-
sian tactic by launching a dis-
proportionate amount of fire
and infantry assaults to exhaust
their troops and firepower.

By intensifying battles in
what was previously a static
patch of the front line, Russian
forces threaten to pin Ukrainian
forces in the northeast, while
carrying out intense battles far-
ther south where Moscow is
also gaining ground.

It comes after Russia stepped
up attacks in March targeting
energy infrastructure and set-
tlements, which analysts pre-
dicted were a concerted effort to
shape conditions for an offen-
sive.

Meanwhile, a 10-story apart-
ment block collapsed in the
Russian city of Belgorod, near
the border, killing at least two
people and injuring 20 others.
Russian authorities said the
building collapsed following
Ukrainian shelling. Ukraine has
not commented on the incident.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said that halt-
ing Russia’s offensive in the
northeast was a priority, and
that Kyiv's troops were continu-
ing counteroffensive operations
in seven villages around the
Kharkiv region.

SOUTH AFRICA
BUILDING
COLLAPSE DEATH
TOLLRISES TO 19

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

JOHANNESBURG: The death toll
from a building collapse in
South Africa climbed to 19,
municipal authorities said on
Sunday, with 33 people still
unaccounted for, nearly a week
after the structure came crash-
ing down. Rescue teams have
been working tirelessly since an
apartment block under con-
struction in the southern city of
George crumbled on Monday
afternoon while a crew of 81
were on site.

Twenty-nine people have
been rescued alive, so far.

On Saturday an unexpected
survivor emerged after 116
hours from underneath the rub-
ble of the collapsed building,
municipal authorities said.

Provincial authorities
described it as a "miracle” as
they rushed against time with
rescue efforts.

American producer Roger
Corman. AP

HOLLYWOOD
PRODUCER ROGER
CORMAN DIES

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: American movie
director and producer Roger
Corman, best known for churn-
ing out hundreds of low-budget
films, has died at the age of 98.
He died at his home in Santa
Monica, California on Thursday,
his family told Variety.

Corman earned a reputation
in Tinseltown for jumpstarting
the careers of Martin Scorsese,
Robert De Niro. Francis Ford
Coppola, and Jack Nicholson.

He also specialised in low-
budget films, and created clas-
sics like “The Little Shop of Hor-
rors” and Edgar Allan Poe adap-
tations starring Vincent Price.
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Telcos turn FPI darlings
on tariff hopes ViFPO

Foreign investors
pumped $991 million
in April, a Mint
analysis showed

Dipti Sharma

diptisharma@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Foreign investors
poured nearly a billion dollars
into telecom stocks in April,
their most-favoured sector for
the second month in a row, as
optimism returns to a sector
blighted by flat tariffs, steep
debt and protracted litigation.
Market experts believe that
many of the factors that revived
interest in the sector are here to
stay, signalling further momen-
tum.

After investing about $960
million in telecom services and
equipment companies in
March, foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) pumped $991 million
in April, a Mint analysis
showed, betting on the revival

FPIs jostled for shares in Vodafone Idea’s 18,000 crore follow-on

public offering (FPO).

of Vodatone Idea Ltd, expected
tariff hikes and rising phone
usage.

FPIs jostled for shares in
Vodafone Idea’s 18,000 crore
follow-on public offering (FPO),
India's largest, also sparking
interest in tower company
Indus Towers, which stands to
gain from the telco’s planned
rollout of 4G and 5G networks.

MINT

Bharti Airtel picked up as well,
as investors eye long-awaited
tariff hikes later this year.

“In April, foreign investors
showed interest in telecom
stocks, likely due to their partic-
ipation in the FPO of Vodafone
Idea,” said Abhilash Pagaria,
head, Nuvama Alternative &
Quantitative Research.

The debt-laden telco’s FPO

anchor book attracted promi-
nent names like GQG Partners,
Fidelity Investments, UBS Fund
Management, Jupiter Fund
Management, Abu Dhabi
Investment Authority, Morgan
Stanley Investment Funds and
Societe Generale. Other than
FPIs, mutual funds and domes-
tic financial institutions also
queued up for Vodafone shares.

FPIs remain bullish on No.2
telecom operator Bharti Airtel
and Indus Towers on hopes of
higher average revenue per user
(ARPU), Pagaria said.

“According to Nuvama Alter-
native math, Indus Towers is
expected to make it to the MSCI
Standard Index in the May
review, potentially attracting
close to $250 million in further
investments,” said Pagaria, who
believes that overall, optimism
prevails in the sector.

Shares of Bharti Airtel and
Indus Towers have surged 26%
and 66% respectively so far in
2024, while Vodafone Idea’s
stock has dropped 21%.

Al Express expected to

to those affected.

resume ops from today

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Air India Express,
which had to cancel over 170
flights last week, is expected to
resume normal operations from
Monday, according to two offi-
cials close to the development.
The section of cabin crew that
had reported sick has returned
to work, but reinstating flights
will be challenging, the officials
said.

“We have the (crew) crisis
behind us. The airline will
resume normalcy by Monday
evening,” one of the officials said
on condition of anonymity.

“We have been trying our best
to resolve the issues that led our
crew to report mass sick leave
and a few related announce-
ments are expected soon,” he
added.

An airline spokesperson
remained did not respond to
requests for a comment.

The airline terminated
around 25 cabin crew members
on Wednesday night for having
participated in what the com-
pany said was a “pre-meditated
and concerted” disruption of ser-

The airline is said to have
suffered aloss of 235 crore
due to cancellations.

vices, when dozens of them
called in sick. However, it with-
drew the termination letters on
Thursday after a conciliation
meeting between the airline
management and the crew
unions, mediated by the chief
labour commissioner (CLC).

The Tata Group-owned air-
line, a sister service to Air India,
cancelled flights after the staff-
ing problems created a cascad-
ing impact.

Flyers at many airports, espe-
cially those in smaller towns that
the carrier serves, were stranded
on Wednesday and Thursday,
and the airline extended refunds

“The crew is in the process of
returning to duty and they will
be resuming regular roster from
Monday evening or latest by
Tuesday morning,” an airline
official said, asking not to be
named.

“Rostering the crew after hav-
ing such a disturbed situation is
a lengthy process and takes time
for the network to resume nor-
malcy. To ensure faster resump-
tion, we had issued a hotline
number where the crew who
reported sick could register
themselves for their medical and
other due procedures before
they could be brought back into
the network.”

An industry veteran, who
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity, said such disruptions not
only tarnish the brand image but
also cause financial losses. “The
Air India Express management
is still trying to reinstate flights,
despite all crew returning. The
airline is said to have suffered a
loss of around 35 crore due to
the issue, which should have
been handled in time,” he said.

To be sure, the airline has not

officially disclosed any details of

financial implications.

India to make 25% of all 1Ph0nes by 2028

Gulveen Aulakh

gulveen.aulakh@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Apple aims to
broaden its production base in
India, and targets to make a
quarter of all its iPhones in the
country over the next 34 years
as it builds a network of local
vendors instead of sourcing
inputs from Chinese suppliers.

People aware of the com-
pany’s plans told Mint that the
Cupertino-headquartered tech
giant has already begun work
on building the supply chains
even as the majority of its pro-
duction will be undertaken by
Foxconn Technology Group and
Tata Electronics, which will
scale up their manufacturing
capacities as well.

“India is an important mar-
ket for them. Till December
2025, they are already doing 14%
of their total iPhone production
from India that is being sup-
plied locally and for exports.
They're now planning to raise
the levels to 24-25% by the end
of 2027 or 2028,” one of the peo-
ple said, asking not to be named

Asof FY24-end, about $14 billion worth uf 1Phunes were made in

India, contributing 14% to global production.

as the discussions were private.
JP Morgan analysts had esti-
mated in 2022 that a quarter of
all Apple products would be
made outside China by 2025,
from 5% then. As of FY24-end,
about $14 billion worth of
iPhones were made in India,
making up 14% of the global
total. India produces iPhone
models 12, 13, 14, and 15.
Taiwan's Foxconn Technol-
ogy Group, the world’s largest
contract manufacturer and the
largest one for Apple, accounts

REUTERS

for the lion’s share of iPhones
made in India. Last year in
October, Tata Electronics
acquired Taiwanese iPhone
maker Wistron's manufactur-
ing unit in India, Wistron Info-
Comm Manufacturing (India)
Pvt. Ltd, for $125 million. Tata

Electronics currently makes a
far smaller number of iPhones,
but intends to scale its manu-
facturing capacities. It is also in
discussions to acquire Indian
operations of another iPhone
maker Pegatron. The Taiwanese

company has one existing
iPhone production plant and
another under construction, in
Tamil Nadu.

A second person aware of the
discussions said that the acqui-
sition may be completed within
the next few months, which will
give the Tata Group company
significant foothold in the Apple
supplier ecosystem. "It will
make Tata the only Indian EMS
(electronics manufacturing and
services) player for Apple. With
Tatas making their own chip
fabrication and assembly units,
supplies of chips to Apple can
also be explored,” the person
said, asking not to be identified.

“Apple makes roughly 200
million iPhones a year. A quar-
ter or 50 million iPhones from
India within three to four years
seems steep, since the premi-
umization trend won't last long.
Even if it is 30 million units, it
would be substantial, and it is
the most likely candidate to
cross 1 trillion revenue from
India operations,” said Faisal
Kawoosa, chief analyst and
founder at research firm
Techarc.

Why nomination scores over joint holding or either/survivor in MFs

Joint holding and either/survivor holding creates practical challenges (online transactions may
not be possible) and legal challenges in case of disputes due to shared ownership

Compiled by Anil Poste
anilkumar.poste@livemint.com
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Govt saves

Rajeev Jayaswal

rajeev.jayaswal@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Russian crude sup-
plies and lower international oil
prices helped India to save over
$25 billion worth of foreign
exchange in the year ended
March 31 compared to 2022-23,
although it imported almost
similar quantities in the two
financial years, according to gov-
ernment data.,

India imported crude oil
worth $132.40 billion in 2023-24
compared to $157.50 billion
spent in 2022-23. The country
imported 232.7 million tonnes
(MT) of crude oil in 2022-23,
which fell marginally by 0.08%
to 232.5 MT, but savings in terms
of value shot up about 16%.

There were two key reasons
for the significant savings -

lower average cost of India’s
crude oil imports in 2023-24
compared to 2022-23, and pur-
chase of highly discounted Rus-
sian oil, experts said.

The value of savings in Indian
currency was about X1.64 lakh
crore, India imported crude oil
worth over U2.60 lakh crore in
2022-23 and R10.97 lakh crore in
2023-24. It imported more than
87% crude oil paid in dollars.

India’s average cost of various
types of crude oil imports, called
the Indian basket, in 2023-24
was $82.58 a barrel, $10.57 a bar-
rel less than $93.15 per barrelin
the preceding fiscal year, accord-
ing to provisional data.

The composition of the Indian
basket represents an average of
Oman and Dubai for sour
grades, and Brent for sweet
grade.

$25 bn on crude import

Imports of petroleum prod-

ucts also saw a dip in terms of

value from $28.2 billion in
2022-23 to $25.1 billion in
2023-24. Imports of petroleum
products include LPG, naphtha,
bitumen and fuel oil.

Gross imports, which include
both crude oil and petroleum
products, also saw a declining
trend in value terms, even as
import quantities increased.
While 277.3 MT of gross petro-
leum imports in 2022-23 were
worth $184.4 billion, gross
import in 2023-24 was 280.5MT
worth $155.8 billion.

India, one of the global crude
oil refining hubs. It exported
products worth $47.4 billion
(62.2 MT of total quantities to
Africa and Europe in 2023-24
compared to $57.3 billion (61
MT) in 2022-23.

WIPRO AIMS TO
END ACRIMONY
WITH FORMER

TOP EXECUTIVES

Varun Sood & Jas Bardia

vanun.sood@livemint.com

BENGALURU: New CEO, new
chapter. Less than a month after
Srinivas Pallia replaced Thierry
Delaporte in the corner room of
Bengaluru-headquartered Wipro
Ltd, the company is attempting
to settle lawsuits it had filed
against two former senior execu-
tives, according to a review of
court filings and two executives
aware of the development.
Jatin Dalal, former chief
financial officer of Wipro, and
Mohd Ehteshamul Haque, the
company's former senior vice
president and head of healthcare
and medical devices business,
were sued by India’s fourth-larg-
est IT services company for
breach of employment contracts.
Both had joined rival Cogni-
zant Technology Solutions Corp
less than 12 months after resign-
ing from Wipro. The company
has now initiated processes in
the courts to close the lawsuits.
Dalal, who quit as CFO on 21
September 2023, joined Teaneck,
US-headquartered Cognizant last
December. Earlier, in August
2023, Haque had joined Cogni-
zant as its chief commercial offi-
cer shortly after leaving Wiproin
June 2023. "I believe the change
of leadership has promulgated a
different approach to former
executives,” said Ray Wang,
founder of Constellation
Research, a California-based
technology research and advi-
sory firm. “The services business
ultimately comes down to rela-
tionships and capability. A com-
bative approach is a short-term
approach, not a long-term
approach. Great companies
know that their alumni can be a
great asset when treated well. |
believe that Srini and the team
are taking a different and wise
approach,” added Wang.
Wipro had sought ¥25.1 crore
in damages from Dalal in a suit
filed in Bengaluru civil court.
After initially opposing his
request for arbitration, Wipro is
now working to settle this dis-
pute with its former employee,
according to two executives who
spoke on condition of anonym-

ity.

10C, BPCL, HPCL
REPORT 381K (R
PROFIT IN FY24

Press Trust of India
feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: State-owned fuel
retailers Indian Oil Corporation,
Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd reported
bumper profits totalling about
281,000 crore in the (financial
year 2023-24) FY24, which far
exceeded their annual earning
in pre-oil crisis years.

The combined standalone net
profit of IOC, BPCL and HPCL in
April 2023 to March 2024
(FY24) was better than their
annual earning of 39,356 crore
in pre-oil crisis years, regulatory
filings by them showed.

All the three companies
posted the highest ever standal-
one as well as consolidated net
profitin FY24.

The retailers have resisted
calls to revert to daily price revi-
sion and pass on softening in
rates to consumers on grounds
that prices continue to be
extremely volatile - rising on
one day and falling on the other
- and that they needed to recoup
losses incurred in the year when
they kept rates lower than cost.

I0C in 2023-24 posted a stan-
dalone net profit of ¥39,618.84
crore, according to the com-
pany's regulatory filing.

leerahsed Vlsas Iure lndlans to new destinations

Varuni Khosla

varuni.k@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Radhika Khanijois
busy planning vacations this
summer for a few uber-wealthy
clients to a destination that
hadn’t been on her luxury travel
firm’s radar ever before: South
Korea. The Asian country is
suddenly on the map of Indian
travellers, says the founder of
Welgrow Travel, and part of the
reason is its easy visa process.
“South Korea is seeing a big
rise in travel demand from dis-
cerning travellers. We were
never catering for travel to this
country till last year,” said
Khanijo, also explaining why
the visa process is a boon for
last-minute planners. "There is
no appointment procedure and
clients can just submit their
visas (online). Their visas take
just seven working days to proc-
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MakeMyTnp reglstered 33% year-on-year growth for bookings

in April across newly minted visa-free destinations.

ess, with low rejection rates.”
Khanijo is also bundling in
travel to Japan for one client.
As the process of obtaining
Schengen visas for travel to
European countries such as
Greece, Italy and Switzerland
became exasperating, Indians

|STOCKPHOTO

turned to other destinations
that have easier visa processes.

Thailand set the ball rolling
in November, when it elimi-
nated visa requirements for
Indian travellers and permitted
a 30-day stay until May this
year. Last week, it extended this

scheme till November this year.

According to a spokesperson
for travel agency Thomas Cook
India, the elimination of the visa
cost for Thailand is an impor-
tant consideration for the value-
conscious Indian.

Then, Sri Lanka rolled out a
similar scheme, offering visa-
free access to Indians as well as
nationals from six other coun-
tries till the end of May. Malay-
sia has declared visa-free entry
for Indian and Chinese citizens
till December.

MakeMyTrip registered 33%
year-on-year growth for book-
ings in April across newly
minted visa-free destinations as
well as countries allowing
e-visas, such as Kazakhstan,
Angola and Japan.

A spokesperson for Make-
MyTrip said Kazakhstan and
Azerbaijan are two major draws
this summer, followed by Geor-
gia, Langkawi, and Kuala

Lumpur in Malaysia. Bhutan,
Hong Kong, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, and Kenya.

“Surprisingly, many Euro-
pean nations that are in reces-
sion are putting visa restrictions
instead of easing them up.
Slowly Indian travellers are
realising these issues and are
opting to travel elsewhere,”
said Subhash Goyal, chairman
of STIC Travel, one of India’s
largest travel agents.

The surge in outbound travel
from India is emblematic of the
country’s growing middle-class
and increase in their disposable
incomes. Outbound travel from
India is projected to grow at a
compound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 11.4% between 2023
and 2032 to $44.8 billion,
according to a report titled 'Out-
bound Tourism in India" by
business advisory Nangia
Andersen Llp. In 2022, the mar-
ket stood at $15.16 billion.

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

8 A picking-up-point (5)
10 A part that can't be matched (7)

(5)
12 Character-forming person (6)

7)

take place (5)

DOWN

2 Tidy description of a friar? (2,5)
3 Ahuge development in a city (5)

(6)
5 Wageris about insects (7)
6 The chairman’s seat? (5)

smoother (5,5)

beaten (4,6)
15 Latch that is about right (7)

18 Music in the Depression (5)
20 A place to see pigeons flying (5)

{ THE CROSSWORDS }

9 Lack of interest makes me brood (7)

1 Victor loses his head going round the bull

14 Dormant fish tumed into a snake (6)
17 Intrguing bunch of politicians (5)
19 Removed the soap from a small restaurant

21 Anything in New York is slightly wicked (7)
22 In three-quarters of an hour two hundred

23 Please try a new blend on its own (10)

4 Be up in time for a parliamentary occasion

7 Piece of rough material that could be
8 Not having a good time he was easily

13 He may call for you at an American hotel (7)

16 Guest who finishes the course? (6)

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTIONS (16857)

PUZZLE 16858 © Gemini Crosswords 2018 All rights reserved

1 Correct attire for army manoeuvre (5,5)

T2 3 7 . 3
7
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23
QUICK CLUES
ACROSS - DOWN

8 Subdued in tone (5)

9 Throb (7)

10 Give up completely (7)
11 Open to bribery (5)

12 Diminish (6)

14 Small amount (6)

17 Be pre-eminent (5)

19 Generous (7)

21 Self-important person (7)
22 In good condition (5)
23 Impartial (4-6)

1 Obstinately impetuous (4-6)

. 2 Torebuke (7)

: 3 Sensational (5)

. 4 Toswell (6)

. 5 Torescue (7)

: 6 Attracted (5)

. 7 Wealthy (4-6)

. 8 Naively idealistic (6,4)
. 13 Todlash (7)

| 15 Luck (7)

: 16 Grasp tightly (6)

: 18 A spice (5)

: 20 American buffalo (5)

” { SUDOKU } DIFFICULTY LEVEL T ir
= |
o
-
o
L ]
E
p—
o
o
Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1to 9.
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Simarjeet Singh celebrates a wicket on Sunday. The CSK pacer finished with figures of 3/26.

BCCI

Simarjeet chokes RR, sets
up easy Super Kings win

Vivek Krishnan
vivek krishnan@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: This was Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) following the
playbook at home with aplomb.
Unlike the batting-friendly surfa-
ces on offer in Chennai earlier
this season — far from the norm
over the years — the 22-yard
strip for the game between CSK
and Rajasthan Royals (RR) on
Sunday afternoon was sluggish
and ripe for a low-scoring game.
In such circumstances, CSK are
usually invincible.

And CSK did just as expected
— notch up a fairly comfortable
five-wicket win at the MA Chi-
dambaram Stadium with 10 balls
to spare. While pacer Simarjeet
Singh (4-0-26-3) was the pick of
the CSK bowlers and choked
Rajasthan to 141/5, skipper
Ruturaj Gaikwad saw the chase
through by staying unbeaten on
42 (41 balls, 1x4, 2x6). The result
helps CSK move to third with 14
points after 13 matches. RR have
16 points from 12 matches, buta
third consecutive defeat means
they are yet to seal a playoff
berth.

Having seen the Rajasthan
batters struggle to raise the
tempo, CSK knew they had to
take advantage of the fielding
restrictions in the chase. The
Kiwi pair of Rachin Ravindra
and Daryl Mitchell facilitated
that even as Gaikwad anchored
the innings, helping CSK move to
56/1 after six overs. With only 86
more runs needed in 14 overs
with nine wickets in hand, it
should have been a walk in the

park for the hosts from thereon.

The nature of the pitch, how-
ever, enabled Rajasthan’s bowl-
ers to create some uncertainty in
the middle overs. While Yuzven-
dra Chahal trapped Mitchell leg-
before in the eighth over, Moeen
Ali succumbed to the growing
pressure — CSK had gone 32
balls without a boundary at the
time of his dismissal. It eventu-
ally became 39, leaving CSK with
50 runs to get off 42 balls.

That is when Shivam Dube
stepped up to bring the asking
rate down even further, Known
to be destructive against spin, he
was exactly that as R Ashwin
was flaved for a six and two
fours. Although Ashwin tossed
one up later in the 14th over to
get Dube caught at long-on, the
left-hand batter’s 11-ball 18 was
enough to ease the nerves in the
CSK camp.

Rajasthan were set back by
the laboured start to their bat-
ting effort. Jos Buttler and
Yashasvi Jaiswal ensured they
didn't lose a wicket in the first
six overs, but at no stage during
their opening partnership did
they threaten to take the game
away. At 42/0 after six overs,
well short of the powerplay
scores that have become de
rigueur this year, it was clear
that they had to get going soon.
Jaiswal tried to go after Simar-
jeet in the seventh over, but it
was not for the first time this
season that he was dismissed
trying to pull a back-of-a-length
delivery.

Buttler fell to the same bowler
two overs later. Perhaps under

pressure to manufacture a
boundary, he moved across his
stumps for an attempted ramp.
But with Tushar Deshpande sta-
tioned on the long leg boundary,
it was always a risk. It turned out
to be so as Deshpande covered a
few yards to his right to com-
plete a fine catch.

That the ball wasn't quite
coming onto the bat was appar-
ent when Sanju Samson and
Rivan Parag were batting. Both
are excellent players of spin and
have the firepower to unleash
the big shots in the middle
phase, but they couldn’t find
their timing. The situation could
have worsened for the visitors in
the 12th over when Parag mis-
cued a reverse sweep off Ravin-
dra Jadeja to Maheesh Theek-
shana at deep backward point.
Much to the relief of the batter
and the RR dugout though, the
Sri Lankan spilled a straightfor-
ward catch. Even though Parag
made Ravindra Jadeja pay with a
slog sweep for six over mid-
wicket in the bowler’s next over,
the big over that RR were
searching for never really
arrived. Samson also fell to
Simarjeet, after not getting
enough elevation on his shot to
clear Gaikwad at mid-off. It left
the onus of delivering a strong
finish on Parag and Dhruv Jurel,
and while they added 40 runsin
29 balls for the fourth wicket,
CSK were always in control of
the proceedings.

Brief scores: RR 141/5 (R Parag
47*; Simarjeet Singh 3/26). CSK
145/5 in 18.2 overs (R Gaikwad
42%), CSK won by 5 wickets.

Capitals miss Pant as Dayal,
Patidar shine in RCB victory

Royal Challengers
win by 47 runs at
home to keep playoffs
hope alive with Delhi

Aditya Chaturvedi

aditya.chaturvedi@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: There was an air of
uncertainty inside the M Chin-
naswamy Stadium halfway
through Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru’s clash with Delhi Capi-
tals on Sunday. It was a must-
win game for the hosts but from
110/2 in 10 overs, they had stum-
bled to a total of 187/9. The visi-
tors had the momentum and
RCB, for the second year run-
ning, were staring at a league
stage exit.

Despite a valiant 39-ball 57 by
DC's stand-in skipper Axar
Patel, though, RCB rode on a
fine spell by pacer Yash Dayal to
turn things around and keep
their playoff hopes alive with a
47-run victory. It was a fifth suc-
cessive win for RCB and tied
them with DC on 12 points. Both
teams have one game remain-
ing, and depending on other
results they can still qualify.

On the face of it, the pitch
looked a belter. There was no
grass on it, unlike a couple of
previous games at the Chinnas-
wamy, and the sheen suggested
there would be plenty of runs.
But there was some dampness
in it too, which offered some
help to the pacers as the ball
stopped and came. RCB, asked
to bat first, however got a
decent start thanks to Virat
Kohli.

The former skipper, who
became the first to play 250 IPL
games for a single franchise, hit
a couple of sublime strokes
although Faf du Plessis fell
early. His duel with his Delhi
state-mate Ishant Sharma was
particularly interesting as he
went after the senior pacer. But
Ishant had the last laugh, get-
ting Kohli to edge one to the
‘keeper (27, 13 balls).

Rajat Patidar (52 off 32)
joined Will Jacks (41 off 29) then
and RCB got an 88-run partner-
ship - their biggest of the night.
Their job, however, was made a
lot easier due to some poor
bowling by Delhi.

Kuldeep Yadav, who bowled
by far the most expensive spell
of the match (1/52), was unfortu-
nate as a couple of catches were
dropped off his bowling. But
overall he struggled to get his
length right. The left-arm wrist
spinner kept tossing the ball too

RCB’s Cameron Green celebrate the wicket of DC's Tristan Stubbs at the M Chmneswemy Stadium on Sunday.

i 3 5unﬁsersi-l',rderahaﬂ

S Delhi Capitals

8 Gujarat Titans
9 Mumbai Indians

far up in search of spin and was
hit for six sixes.

There was an 11-ball period
from the ninth over when DC
performed what could only be
described as hara kiri. Rishabh
Pant, suspended for the game,
sat in the dugout with a look of
resignation as his team dropped
four catches during that brief
phase.

The visitors, however, fought
back brilliantly in the second
half of the innings thanks to
their pacers. Ishant, Khaleel
Ahmed, Mukesh Kumar and
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Rasikh Salam used the slower
ball effectively to stifle the run
flow. Cameron Green (32* off
24) struck around but the
in-form Dinesh Karthik was dis-
missed for a second-ball duck
with the hosts scoring just 18
runs in the last three overs.

“I felt the pitch was a bit two-
paced when [ went in to bat. The
ball was holding a bit, especially
the slower once. So, it made
things a bit difficult,” said Pati-
dar during the innings break.
“We can surely defend this total
easily if we bowl in the right
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GT: Beat CSK by 35 runs | KKR: Beat MI by 18 runs

areas.”
Delhi got off to a horrendous

start in the chase and the pitch
had little to do with it. David
Warner, who had missed the
last five games due to a thumb
injury, came on as substitute
but lasted just two deliveries.
Jake Fraser-McGurk, Abishek
Porel and Kumar Kushagra also
were dismissed soon after and
DC were tottering at 30/4 in the
fourth over.

Axar, in at No.6, looked
determined and went on the
offensive in a 56-run partner-

ship with Shai Hope. RCB
picked a couple of more wickets
but Axar kept going and
brought up a 30-ball half-cen-
tury, his second this season.
Needing 64 off the last six overs,
DC had a glimmer of hope but it
wasn't to be as RCB regained
control with Yash Dayal (3/20)
delivering the standout spell.
Brief scores: RCB 187/9 (W
Jacks 41, R Patidar 52, C Green
32*: K Ahmed 2/31, R Salam
2/23). DC140in 191 ovs (A Patel
57. Y Dayal 3/20, L Ferguson
2/23). RCB won by 47 runs.

Vinesh must select a
weight category for
trials: WFI president

Avishek Roy

avishek.roy@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India will have only
one men's freestyle wrestler
besides five women competitors
at the Paris Olympics. After Aman
Sehrawat (57kg) qualified on Sat-
urday, Indian hopes of more men
coming through at the World
Olympic Qualifier in Istanbul
were dashed as Sujeet Kalkal
(65kg) and Jaideep Ahlawat
(74kg) lost in the repechage
rounds.

Wrestling was India’s most
successful sport at the Tokyo
Olympics with Ravi Dahiva (57kg)
and Bajrang Punia (65kg) win-
ning silver and bronze respec-
tively. But the sport in India has
been in turmoil in the last one
year due to protests. No national
camps were held during the
period and the level of training in
the Olympic year has taken a toll.

With Sujeet not qualifying, it
was the end of the road for Punia
too as far as Paris is concerned.
Dahiya (65kg) though remainsin
contention as Wrestling Federa-
tion of India (WFT) president San-
jay Singh said on Sunday that
selection trials to pick the final
squad will be held early next
month.

“Selection trials will be held on
Junel0. Some wrestlers are train-
ing overseas and once they return
we will hold the trials. It will be in
the format as given in our policy
where a challenger will be
selected from the top four eligible
wrestlers and there will be three
bouts with the quota winner. The
quota winner will have to win
once while he gets two opportuni-
ties if he loses to the challenger,”
he said.

Dahiya, who was coming back

from a knee injury, lost the selec-
tion trials to Sehrawat in Sonepat
in March. But he will get an
opportunity to wrestle the Paris
berth from Aman in the trials.

In women, India have guotas
through Vinesh Phogat (50kg),
Antim Panghal (53kg), Anshu
Malik (57kg), Nisha Dahiya (68kg)
and Reetika Hooda (75kg). At the
controversial selection trials in
Patiala, Vinesh finished in the top
four in 53kg while winning the
trials in 50kg. She had said she is
more comfortable in the 53kg
class.

At the Asian Qualifiers in Bish-
kek, Vinesh booked an Olympics
qualification berth in 50kg. It
remains to be seen if she sticks to
50keg or decides to challenge
Antim in 53kg. WFI president
Singh said she will have to pick
one weight class in the trials.

“We will go by the UWW
(world body) rule which says a
wrestler can compete in only one
weight category. She has to
choose between 50kg and 53kg;
whichever weight she gives her
weigh-in, she can compete in
that,” said Singh.

In Patiala, Vinesh, the face of
the wrestling protest with Sakshi
Malik and Bajrang Punia, had
refused to give trials in front of
WFI officials. She had a show-
down on the issue with the ad hoc
committee running WFIL

Vinesh has refused to acknowl-
edge WFHI saying the new body isa
proxy of former president Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh and that
they are out to finish her career.
At the Asian qualifiers, Vinesh
went with her own coach and
physio.

[t remains to be seen if she puts
forward any condition for the
selection trials.

Knights’ success smells o

What has worked
for KKR this season '

Kolkata Knight Riders on Saturday became
the first team to qualify for the IPL playuffs
this year. Here's a look at why the twice
winners have been successful

Salt-Narine opening combo

Going into IPL 2024, neither Phil Salt nor
Sunil Narine were seen as certainties to
open. Salt was Jason Roy's replacement
while Narine batted down the order in
2023. But both have been terrific, giving
rapid starts to lay the foundation for
huge totals. KKR's average powerplay run
rate is 11.09, next only to Sunrisers

Sunil Narine

Phil Salt

182.00

Teams with best run ratesin the powerplay g,

TEAM | RUN RATE

Spin twins

For over a decade, KKR have
relied on Narine's mastery

over line and length to choke g

batters in the middle overs.
The mystery spinner’s15
wicketsin 12 matches .
at an economy of 6.63

are worth their weight

in gold. Add Varun
Chakravarthy's 18 scalps
(econ 8.34) and it is

clear why KKR rate

their spin twins so

highly. Injuries have

dogged Chakravarthy in

the past, but he has .
overcome them to deliver 2
close to his best o

Surprise packag_e Harshlt

182.93 for

At the IPL auction, KKR
shelled out a record

¥24.75 crore for
Mitchell Starc to

bolster their
pace attack.
The Australian
left-armer has

blown hot and cold,

but the emergence of
22-year-old Delhi pacer P
Harshit Rana has beena
welcome development. Y
Rana has taken 16 scalpsin ¥ /

10 matches, showing
the sort of spark that

may convince KKR he is Wldtets
a long-term prospect

Dhiman Sarkar

dhiman@htlive.com

KOLKATA: It was almost lam on
Sunday but there were enough
at Eden Gardens to fill some of
India’s smaller cricket theatres.
As Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
sent balls into the stands and
lapped the ground, signing off
from where they won five of
their seven games, the crowd
moved towards the high perim-
eter railing and waved back.
This reaction is usually reserved
for Shah Rukh Khan who was

y .. not there for the final home
- _F game, against Mumbai Indians

(MI).

Nine wins from 12 games and
a nett run rate that is nearly
four times better than the next
best team made KKR the first

| team to qualify for the playoff.

' They are one win away from
ex;uallmg their best league sea-
son in the history of the Indian
Premier League (IPL). That was
in 2012 when the league phase

~ had 16 games, two more than

now. Team effort backed by a

. management that backs players,
said KKR vice-captain Nitish

Rana.

The website Sportskeeda has
listed similarities between the
title-winning run in 2012 and
now: beating MI at Wankhede,
doing the double on Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru and a former
Delhi player being in charge.
Like then, KKR have notched up
four successive wins in the
league but even 2012 had begun
with two losses. KKR have not
lost twice in a row this term.
And 2024 may be the first time
KKR end the league phase as
table-toppers.

"Team mein woh dum dikh
raha hai (can see that old verve
in the team). They have a very
good chance this time,” said Piy-
ush Chawla when asked if KKR

tcam

could win a third IPL title. Now
with MI, Chawla had won it
with the Knights in 2014, hitting
the winning runs and celebrat-
ing arms spread wide like he did
on Saturday after dismissing
Andre Russell.

Chawla spoke about the effi-
ciency of KKR’s spinners Sunil
Narine and Varun Chakrav-
arthy, instrumental in trans-
forming MI's chase from cruise
to crash, and the consistency of
their batters.

Narine starting in fifth gear
wasn't new but his scoring a
century in an aggregate of 461 -
he was sixth on the run scorers’
list till Sunday’s games —is proof
of having worked on batting. He
is 39 runs short of being the first
player to 15 wickets and 500
runs in an IPL season. Phil Salt
(435 runs) has been able com-
pany and batting down the
order solid when not spectacu-
lar,

The latter’s not unusual
when barring Narine and Salt,
Russell and Ramandeep Singh
have been in the mood but it is
the stability Venkatesh Iyer,
Angkrish Raghuvanshi and
Manish Pandey as Impact
Player against MI away pro-
vided that has been equally
important. Else, it could have
been difficult to cope with the
absence of Nitish Rana, second-
highest scorer with 413 runs in
2023, and the lack of impact of
Rinku Singh (top scorer in 2023
with 474). Explains why Rana
said he had a sleepless night
prior to the game. “I was return-
ing after 10 games in a team that
was doing well,” he said.

And though not being able to
defend 261 and 223 stays a blot,
proof of how the bowling has
been lies in KKR being able to
absorb Mitchell Starc’s general
lack of effectiveness at both
ends of the innings. KKR
haven't lost after the defeat to

Spirit

Punjab Kings, restricting three
of their next four opponents to
less than 150 and Delhi Capitals
to 153. Fast bowlers have taken
20 of the 35 wickets that have
gone to bowlers in those games.
Like with KKR’s batting, contri-
butions have come from
Harshit Rana, Vaibhav Arora,
Russell, and occasionally Starc.

The defeats to Chennai Super
Kings and Punjab Kings were
one-sided but the loss to Rajast-
han Royals came off the last
ball. KKR also pulled off close
wins against Sunrisers Hydera-
bad and Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru, off the last ball and due
to Salt’s goalkeeper-like flying
dive to effect a run out, but it
was how they pulled things
back twice against MI that sums
up their campaign this term.

*T20 is about momentum
and we didn’t get that from the
beginning,” said Chawla. The
reverse has been true for KKR.
“There is belief in the dressing
room that someone will step up.
For that credit must go to Chan-
drakant Pandit (coach) and
Gauti bhai (Gautam Gambhir,
the mentor).” said Rana. "lam a
prime example, out for 10
games but they backed me to
make an impact in a crucial
game.”

There were positives from
2023 and mistakes this time,
said Rana, circling back to the
loss against Punjab Kings. “That
night only three or four ate in
the dressing room. ‘Sab dukhi
they (everyone was sad).
Tonight, Salt was so angry at
himself on getting out. I was
padding up and felt that I
should be able to do what he, an
in-form player, couldn’t.

“But every time we have felt
down as a team, someone was
there to put a hand on our
shoulder, That wasn't the case
for the past one or two years,”
said Rana.
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Pragg ends 4th,
Carlsen triumphs

WARSAW: Grandmaster
R Praggnanandhaa
proved himself better
than his peers and
finished fourth while
Magnus Carlsen came
up with a rousing 8/9
performance on the
final day to seal his
place at the top of the
table in the Superbet
rapid and blitz
tournament, a part of
the Grand Chess Tour.

Deeksha sets natl
record in 1500m

NEW DELHI: Indian
track athlete KM
Deeksha set anew
national record in the
women'’s 1500m while
Avinash Sable finished
second in men's 5000m
event at the Sound
Running Track Fest in
Los Angeles. The 25-
year-old Deeksha
finished third in the
final clocking 4:04.78,
bettering the previous
record of 4:05.39 set by
Harmilan Bains in 2021.
Sable finished second in
the men’s 5000m with a
time of 13:20.37.

Esha, Anish winin

Olympic selections

NEW DELHI: Esha Singh
and Anish Bhanwala
registered their second
win at the Olympic
trials, in the women'’s
25m pistol and men’s
25m rapid-fire pistol
respectively in Bhopal
on Sunday. Anish had
won the first trials in
the event in Delhi, Esha
had claimed the second
trial in the women’s
10m air pistol.

The 57kg boxer has
high hopes building
up for the Games,
having overcome
doubts and expanded
her attacking range

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick.mehta@htlive.com

MUMBAL: “Arrey, mat poochiye
(don’t ask)!” Parveen Hooda
shoots back at the mention of
home.

Home, in Rohtak’s Rurki vil-
lage, is where the boxer hasn't
been in months. Plans to make
a dash last weekend stood can-
celled because training took

precedence. For her birthday |
last month, her parents offered /=
to go where she is — thel@

national camp in Patiala — but

a three-session day played ¥

party pooper there too.

‘I do miss my family, my
home. But then I think: abhi bas
2-3 mahine hai, phir aaram se
ghar pe rahungi (there are just
2-3 months to go, then I can
relax at home),” she said.

That feeling aside, Hooda,
one of the four Indian boxersto
have qualified for the Paris
Olympics so far, is relishing
this build-up phase. At 24, the
57kg boxer is already a medal
winner at the World Champi-
onships (2022, bronze), Asian
Championships (2022, gold)
and the Asian Games (2023,
bronze). Yet it was the Olym-
pics that had been a “dream for
SO many years”.

“There is a sense of pressure,
but also of excitement,” she
said. “I'm focussing on every
little detail in training. I'm con-

WEIGHT

CATEGORY

57kg

fident I'll do well there.”

That confidence stems from
Hooda's steady rise in interna-
tional boxing, her growth tra-
jectory meeting morale-boost-
ing checkpoints at those big
events over the last couple of
years. From each of those com-
petitions, including the Asian
Games where she lost in the
semi-final but secured the Paris
quota, she returned richer by
more than merely medals.

“The biggest thing I learnt
was to not have any self-
doubts. I beat some top boxers
in these events, and that gave
me a lot of motivation and
faith. The experience of com-
peting at that top level was also
helpful in how to fight with
these boxers,” Hooda said.

Arsenal grind out victory against
Man United to stay in title hunt

Agencies

sportsdesk@ hindustantimes.com

MANCHESTER: Arsenal kept their
Premier League title dreams
alive by ending an Old Trafford
hoodoo to grind outa 1-0 win at
Manchester United on Sunday to
move back top of the table.

Leandro Trossard scored the
only goal on 20 minutes as Arse-
nal won for just the second time
in 17 games away at United to go
a point clear at the summit.
Manchester City still have the
destiny of the title in their own
hands as the defending champi-
ons have two matches left to
Arsenal’s one.

However, the Gunners kept
the pressure on Pep Guardiola's
men ahead of their tricky trip to

STANDINGS

Arsenal 37 27 5 5 61 86
ManCity 36 26 7 3 58 85
Liverpool 36 23 9 4 43 78
AstonVilla36 20 7 9 20 67
Tottenham 36 19 6 1 12 63

Tottenham on Tuesday.

Defeat further dented United’s
chances of competing in Europe
next season. Erik ten Hag's men
showed more spirit than in a dis-
mal 4-0 defeat to Crystal Palace
on Monday, but have now won
just one of their last eight Pre-
mier League games. United
remain eighth in the table, three
points adrift of both Newcastle,

who they face on Wednesday,
and Chelsea. Arsenal have been
in scintillating form in 2024 to
remain in the race for their first
league title in 20 years.

Mikel Arteta’s men have won
15 and drawn one of their 17
league games since the turn of
the year. But Arsenal were far
from their flowing best as the
expected onslaught of an injury-
ravaged United never material-
ised under unusually stifling
heat in England's north-west.

The manner of defeat at Pal-
ace had increased the scrutiny
on United boss Ten Hag.

He made three changes to the
team swept aside at Selhurst
Park as Scott McTominay,
Sofyan Amrabat and Amad
Diallo came in.

Know Parveen Hooda

AGE: 24 | HOMETOWN: RURKI, HARYANA
MEDAL CABINET

BRU NZE

2023
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. Games

L ;Mﬂﬂ hrun:e at ;.mzz Wnrlds in Turkey and gold at Asian

Cham

ionships in Jordan in 63kg

e Had to switch weight categories after that because 63kg

*-.I'Eiﬂt

art of the Olympics

® Dropping down to 57kg, she won bronze at last year’s Asian
~ Games to also secure the Paris quota

Preparing for Paris, she is
using that experience to build
her technical side of boxing.
The defeat in Hangzhou, to Chi-
nese Taipei’s multiple-time
Worlds medallist Lin Yu-ting,
compelled her to look beyond
her strength of counterattacks.
She has now improved in going
for attacks — rather than wait
for counters — early, as well as
fighting from all ranges.

“Earlier, I would rely on my
counter game. I realised that
you can’t have just one style of
play. I've developed my attack-
ing and close-range game since
the Asian Games. Now I can
fight from all distances — mid-
dle, close, long.”

Making alterations isn't new
to Hooda. Graduating {rom

youth to seniors, she had made
the 63kg division her own,
becoming the 2021 national
champion and a Worlds and
Asian medallist the following
year. But with 63kg not in the
Olympics, she had to take the
difficult call of either going up
a weight class or dropping
down.

Protein-rich diet
With the Paris Games in mind,
57kg “was my best option™. It
meant ramping up her training
load and sticking to a strict pro-
tein-rich, carb-checking and
junk-shedding diet to reduce
weight. Bigger sacrifices had to
be made.

“I love chai, and I had to give
it up completely for two

Ahead of Paris Olympics, Parveen
counting on clarity and ring

craft

months,” she said, smiling. "It
was a huge challenge initially
to suddenly shed six kilos, But
my aim and dream was the
Olympics, toh karna pada (so, 1
had todoit).”

So far, only women boxers
have qualified from India for
the Olympics. World champion
Nikhat Zareen (50kg), Preeti
Pawar (54kg) and Lovlina Bor-
gohain (75kg) are the others.
No male boxer from the coun-
try has qualified.

From 2019 when she
stamped her presence in Indian
boxing by defeating Sarita Devi
in a domestic trial to 2024
when she stands on the cusp of
living that Olympics dream,
Hooda is a different boxer. Not
as much in terms of skills as in
the mind.

“My game was good even
then, but I lacked confidence.
Now, after winning a few med-
als in international competi-
tions, my belief has risen. I'm
no longer nervous before
bouts.”

Blocking external distrac-
tions comes naturally to the
woman from Rurki.

She’s cut down heavily on
phone time, doesn't like to
socialise anyway, and finds
“shanti (peace)” inside the ring.
Working on her mental
strength, through sessions with
a psychologist, though remains
the youngster's focal point
gearing up for her first Games
experience.

“Even if I feel more pressure
there, I want to be in a position
mentally to handle it. Because
no matter how strong we have
trained, if we are down even
slightly in the mind there, sab
palat sakta hai (everything can

flip).”
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Novak exits Rome,
to undergo scans

Agence France-Presse

sportsdesk @hindustantimes.com

ROME: Novak Djokovic
described his shock third-round
elimination from the Rome
Open by outsider Alejandro
Tabilo on Sunday as “concern-
ing”, two days after he was hit on
the head by a bottle which he
said has caused nausea and
dizzy spells.

Djokovic's bid for a record-ex-
tending 41st Masters 1000 title
was ended in just over an hour
by Chilean Tabilo, who is ranked
32nd in the world and claimed
his first win over a top-10 oppo-
nent, 6-2, 6-3.

The 24-time Grand Slam win-
ner said that his subdued per-
formance on a court where he
has won six titles might have
been due to the blow suffered

while greeting fans on Friday

night. He had initially laughed
off being accidentally struck on
the head by a hard water bottle
following his second-round win

over Corentin Moutet, by wear-
ing a cycling crash helmet to
training on Saturday morning.

“T don't know, to be honest. |
have to check that. Training was
different. I was going for kind of
easy training yesterday. I didn't
feel anything, but I also didn't
feel the same,” Djokovic told
reporters.

“Today under high stress, it
was quite bad —not in terms of
pain, but in terms of this bal-
ance. Just no coordination. Com-
pletely different player from
what it was two nights ago.”

Djokovic also said that he
would have scans to “see what's
going on” before the French
Open in Paris, where he will
head not just worried by the aft-
er-effects of the bottle incident
but also his form.

The last time Djokovic got to
Roland Garros without a title to
his name that season was in
2018, when his first honour of
the campaign came at Wimble-
don.
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