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The YouTube Election

This time, YouTube has emerged as the primary channel of digital
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EYE ON 10M HOUSEHOLDS UNDER ROOFTOP SOLAR SCHEME

100,000 Hands to be Trained
to Put Solar Panels in Homes

Government is also looking to train 50,000 vendors for entrepreneurship

Shilpa.Samant
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government is
working on readying a 100,000-
strong workforce skilled in in-
stallation and management of
solar panels to support its plan
of helping10 million homes run
on solar energy.

People aware of the develop-
ment said the ministries of re-
newable energy and skill deve-
lopment and entrepreneurship
have jointly framed a “skilling
plan™ for the ‘PM Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana', a govern-
ment rooftop solar project that
aimsto help households genera-
te 300 units of electricity thro-

ugh grid-connected solar
- panels.

The scheme, launched

in February this year, of-

fers subsidies of up to Rs

Green Power Play
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PM Surya Ghar: It offers subsidies of up

Muft Bijli Yojana | 5 78,000 to those
launched willing to install solar

in February power gene rating units

installed rooftop solar
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2019 | 2020 | 2021 |

78,000 to those willing to install
the solar power generating units.

“The number of people to be
trained may be increased, de-
pending upon therequirement,”
one of the persons cited earlier;
said, adding that state-owned
REC Ltd, which is also the nodal
agency for the revamped rooftop
solarprogramme, is likely tocol-
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laborate with centres like the
National Power Training Insti-
tute and the National Skill Deve-
lopment Corporation for this.
Besides trained manpower,
another challenge for such a
scale of implementation would
be the need for a large number
of vendors. An official said the
government is also looking to

MeasuresinPlace
to Meet Peak Power
Demand, says Govt

The government
has taken adequate
measures to meet

the estimated 235 GW peak
power demand in May and
240GW in June, according to
anofficial staternent. »» 3

train 50,000 vendors for entre-
preneurship.

According to the official, more
vendors are expected toregister
on the national rooftop solar
portal, unlike the current sy-
stem of registering with thedis-
fribution companies.

Vendor Registrations Soon »» 7

Wanted More Women
in Taxi, Logistics Lane

Staffing cos and fleet
operators see surgein
demand for female
drivers, delivery staff

Lijee Philip
& Rica Bhattacharyya

Mumbai: Taxli operators and
logistics providers, who tradi-
tionally employved men as dri-
vers, are increasingly hiring wo-
men todrive cars and commerci-
al vehicles and deliver ecommer-
ceorders on two-wheelers,
Demand for female drivers is
growing faster than that for
male personnel —20% against
14% vear-on-year — though on
a low base, according to data
from staffing services provi-

der Teamlease. Staffing com-
panies and fleet operators said
theyvarefacingashortage of fe-
maledrivers tofill the growing
demand.

One of the reasons for this,
they said, is the work from offi-
ce mandate that more compa-

niesareadopting.

Higher Retention Rate »» 7
Demand Women
for female comprise
drivers only 1% of
growing at [ L7-2m pool
20% yoy | and 6-7m
vs 4% for | two-wheeler
male drivers

Most of the female
drivers/riders

found in southern
and western parts
of India ;

BID TO COMBAT ONLINE FRAUDS

India Inc Hunts for

New Cyber Warriors

Roping Inexperts
for cloud and

network security,
Incident response

Brinda Sarkar
& Sreeradha D Basu

Bengaluru: Corporate India
is on the hunt for cvbersecuri-
ty talent.

Amid data breaches, progres-
sive regulatory expectations
and introduction of generative
artificial intelligence plat-
forms making security cont-
rols and processes vulnerable,

companies are beefing up their

cybersecurity teams across le-

On the Defensive

‘}8 ¢ organisations
feel highly
exposed to cyber

risks: PWC survey $

WHOS IN DEMAND
Experts in threat ':,

intelligence, security
ops, data qrchwal
and compliance

i

vels. They are hiring experts in
threat intelligence, security
operations, incident response,
cloud security, network securi-
ty, data archival and complian-
ce, among other areas.

Top Priority for Biz Continuity »» 7

COTOSHIFTOPSTOKRUTRIM Al
Ola Says Goodbyeto
Nod for BuyingRCap MSover a Pronoun

RBI, CCLAPPROVAL PENDING

Hindujas Get IRDAI

Biz; Conditions Apply

Can't pledge cos’ shares; Regulator

Move in response to LinkedIn
blocking Aggarwal's post

Sangita.Mehta@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The insurance regulator approved the Hin-
duja Group’sacquisition of Reliance Capital’s life, ge-
neral and health insuran-
ce businesses on condi-
tion it will not pledge sha-
resof thecompanies, said
people with knowledge of
the matter. The Hinduja
Groupis yettoreceive the
approval of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and
the Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI)for
the deal to be concluded,

Coverage Plan

NCLT has directed lIHL to
pay lenders by May 27

&

said that
payment
to lenders
is subject

to all g,
approvals .*9
For Ienders this implies

34'0 /C recovery

the people said.

IRDAI gave its approval
on Friday evening, ad-
ding that “the shares of
the insurer shall not be
pledged or encumbered”
without the regulator’s
approval, according toone of the persons cited.

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: The Ola group of companies, which

spans ride-hailing and EV manufacturing, will snap
ties with Microsoft's Azure cloud and begin using the
cloud service of its sister firm Krutrim Al founder
Bhavish Aggarwal said on Saturday, The aggressive
stance comes as ariposte to Microsoft subsidiary Lin-
kedIn blocking a post by the Olafounderon Mav 6. Ina
post on the professional networking site, Aggarwal had
termed the usage of the pronoun ‘they’ an “illness”, pro-
mpting LinkedIn to take it down on the grounds that it
foll afoul of its community policies.

Anti-Azure Posts by Aggarwal »» 3

Souring Ties

0la moved Move comes

to the Azure days after
platform in Krutrim Al
2017, also opened up cloud e
collaborated on infrastructure
connected car and services for

platform Ola Play

IIHL to Pay Lenders 211 cr »» 3

Luxe Car Cos Keep It Cool Inside with Advanced Glass Coatings

businesses

3 Bhavish Aggarwal s Linkedin post called the usage of
the pronoun “they" an iliness, drawing wide criticism

REUTERS

On a Song
Conchita Wurst, Charlotte Perrelli and Carola Haggk-
vist, Eurovision Song Contest winners of 2014,1999

and 1991, respectively, perform during the stage re-
hearsal of the Grand Final of the 2024 Eurovision Song

Contest, in Malmo, Sweden.

RELATED REPORTS »» 7

Merc, Audi and Volvo are using thermally Insulated glass tech to prevent excess heat buildup in cabin in harsh summer

Lijee.Philip@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Automakers are using
advanced glass coatings to keep

push comes as vehicle sizes, glass
surface areas and thermal loads
grow with the shift toward larger
vehicles such as SUVs and electric
models requiring increased batte-

rising consistently with increased
sunroof adoption, moderating the
sun's fierce heat with glazing is
becoming critical, car makers said.
Over the pastfew

ry pack space.
With glass typically comprising
25-30% of a vehicle's surface area,

vehicle cabins cool, alleviating the
alr-conditioning load as summer
sweeps India, sending temperatu-

vears, average winds-
hield area has in-
creased 8% and total

as cars have become bigger, accor-

ding to Jato Dynamics estimates.
Automotive glass suppliers have

developed specialised solar-re-

flective coatings incorpo-
rating ultra-thin lavers of
metal oxides such as silver;
zincand tin. These trans-

insulated glass technologies.
Leading suppliers like Asahi,
Saint-Gobain and Webasto offer
specialised automotive glazing
products.

Mercedes equips select top-end
modelssuch asthe EQS 580 sedan,
GLS SUV, Maybach GLS 600,

APRIL BRINGS GOOD NEWS

Consumer Goods
Winning Majority
Votes During Polls

Successful Campaign

Weekends spoiling the

* il- ir cool I ks
party inApril-Juneqtr ~ AGelrceo £ Shke £
due to 7 days of store and snacks have grown at

high pace since April

closures for elections
Sales Boost

due to
heatwave,
early
summer
vacations
and nnlitir:al
rallies

Writankar.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Chief executives of lea-
ding consumer goods manufactu-
rers said demand for necessities
has bucked the uncertain trend
that's typical in an election sea-
son, growing ata record pace. Ho-
wever, retailers said the seven-
phase, April 19-June 1 polls with
voting days around weekends has
led to some disruptions despite

We are hnping that as the
monsoons start and the
election results come, things
will look much better. So we

solid recovery in M: are going to make it a mission
E;‘Jr;,f:hd recovery in March and to make sure that we get the
The heatwave, early summer va- top line to grow much faster

cations and political rallies have VARUN BERRY, MD, Britannia

boosted sales of cooling applian-

ces as well as out-of-home con- “These
sumption of small packs of hi- packs till
scuits, juices and snacks, apart  indiansnacks March were
from packaged water, an absolute  and chips have struggling to
necessity AC maker Blue Star surgedwithsales growatd-5%,"
managing director B Thiagara- growingat he said. The
jan said on its earnings call last 12-13% inthe company saw
week that it can be difficulttoan-  |ast 45 days value brands
ticipate demand during an elec- compared like Parle G,
tion season. to6-7% Krack Jack
From the fourth week of March, sequentially and Monaco

growing at a
faster pace. The head of aleading
packaged food FMCG firm said
Rs10-20 packs of traditional Indi-
an snacks and chips have surged
with sales growing at 12-13% in
the last 45 days as compared to
6-7% sequentially due to higher
out-of-home consumption.

there was a surge in demand and
AC sales shot up 70-90% in April
from the vear earlier. Leading bi-
scuit maker Parle Products se-
nior category head B Krishna
Rao told ET there has been a 15-
18% jump insalesof Rs5and Rs10
packs of biscuits and snacks sin-
ce April due to higher out-of-ho-
me consumption led by political
rallies.

Politically-sensitive Localities »»7

KEJRIWAL TARGETS PRIME MINISTER
‘Modi Will Arrest All Oppn Leaders’

Aday after Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal got interim bail, the AAP
convenor accused PM Narendra Modi of attempting to "crush”
not only the opposition but also his own party's leadership to
propagatethe idea of "One Nation, One Leader”, Addressing a press con-
ference, he said; With this arrest you have given a message to the country
~iflcanarrest Kejriwal, | can arrest you also, [ can arrest anyone.” »» 2

IN THE D2C MARKETPLACE...

Investments in “Not
my Parents’ Brands”
are #Trending

BuZy Being
Different

POPULAR GEN Z BRANDS:
Perfora, Mokobara, Nasher
Miles, Wakefit, SleepyCat,

Gen-Z focussed cos,
setting themselves
apart from older
consumers, hot picks

Hocco and NIC
Jessica.Rajan D2C startups
@timesgroup.com raised nearly
$1.8 billion
New Delhi: Investors intheincre- in 2023 across
asingly crowded direct-to-consu- 113 deals
mer (D2C) space are following a
new thesis for placing their bets:  |n Q1 of 2024,
to back young brands that focus DE?Z startups Innovation,
on Gen Z (those born between received uniqueness,
1997-2012) and have nothing to do 205 willi and social
with incumbent brands popular = SedFe) million standing
among older consumers. through .45 drive Gen Z's
AtTitan Capital runby Snapdeal = transactions preferences

cofounders Kunal Bahl and
Rohit Bansal, this unwrit-
ten investment thesis has a
name “not my parents’
brand”. Several such
brands have emerged
over the past few ye-
ars across food and
beverages, home
furnishing, fas-
hion and footwe- ¢
ar, oral care, and
luggage, including Per-
fora, Mokobara, Nasher
Miles, Wakefit, Sleepy-

. No emotional connection
with traditional,
incumbent brands

\ sectors such as auto-
motive and smartp-
hones, Bahl said.
“Consumers are increa-
singly gravitating to-
wards  new-generation
% EV brands, motivated
| not only by environmen-
tal concerns but alsoby a

Cat, Hocco and NIC. Y
This phenomenon ‘.'n
of not using pa- 4

A\ desire to differentiate
& themselves from their
(¢ parents’ preferences,”

he told ET.

res past 45°C in some cities. The and that

ereentage

st
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glasssurfaceisupl2t

parent metallised coatings
absorb solar infrared
radiation to reduce interior tempe-

Windshield These solar-reflective ratures. Amid rising global tempe-
coatings include ultra-thin ratures, therole of advanced glass

area has gone layers of metal oxides such — coatings is a must-have solution to

up 8% and * as silver, zinc and tin Z beat the searing summer heat.

total glass * : = Tllu;ll.r uiirfiﬂ]vspxi&ad iil.lr_;_iﬂpl_lﬂn alﬁna
They absorb = with vehicle electrification an

iumma solar infrared | gm % enhanced safety features, said

the past f radiationto | Asahi, Saint- S experts.

past few reduce heat Gobainand & Luxurycarmakers such as
years inside cars Webasto % Mercedes, Audi, Volvo, BMW have

been prioritising these thermally-

Maybach 5680 and Maybach S580
with “acoustic comfort packages”
fitted with infrared-absorbing
laminated glass.

“Not onlv does this special gla-
zing block harmful UV rays, it
reduces exterior noise penetra-
tion and prevents excessive heat
build-up in the cabin, even during
India’s harshest summers,” said
Santosh Iver, MD, Mercedes-Benz
India.

Heat-reflecting Windshields Deployed »» 3

rents’ brandsis |
visibleineven &
I

Niche Categories »» 3

STRONG PERFORMANCE
ABB India Q1 Profit Up 87% at 3460 cr

Electrification and automation major ABB India has posted an
over 87%rise innet profitat 460 crore inthe guarter to
March, onthe back of higher revenues. The company follows a
January to December financial year. During the guarter, consolidated
revenues cameinat¥3,080crore, up 28% from a year ago. »» 3
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PURE POLITICS

MODI SEEKING VOTES FOR SHAH AS HE WILL RETIRE AFTER TURNING 75 IN 2025: KEJRIWAL

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: A day after Delhi chi-
ef minister Arvind Kejriwal got
interim bail to campaign for the
Lok Sabha elections, the AAP
convenor accused Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi of attemp-
ting to “crush” not only the oppo-
sition butalso hisown party’s lea-
dership to propagate the idea of
“One Nation, One Leader™, |

Addressing a press '
conference, which re- i
sembled an election
rally with supporters
crowding AAP headqu-
arters on Deen Dayval Upadhyay
Marg, Kejriwal said: “Why did
yvouarrest Kejriwal? With thisar-
rest vou have given a message to
the country — if I can arrest Kej-
riwal, I can arrest you also, I can
arrestanyone.”

He said the Prime Minister was
on a very dangerous mission.
“This mission is called ‘One Na-

 POLLS xeiriwal P
CALL R nNew deniians

tion One Leader’. He wants to fi-
nish all leaders through this. The
entire opposition will be put be-
hind bars and then he will finish
thepoliticsof BJPleaders,” hesa-
id, adding: “If they win the elec-
tion, vou take it in writing on an
affidavit from me, Mamata didi
will be behind bars. Uddhav
Thackeray, Tejaswi Yadav, MK

Modi Will Jail All Opposition Leaders And
Then End Polltlcs of BJP Netas: Kejriwal

Stalin — evervbody will be be-
hind bars. I am here to beg from
140 crore—save my
country, save my
India from this
dictatorship.”™
Flanked by the
top leadership of

e
&

shahwilltake Dis party inclu-

aver from ding Punjab chi-
Modi the ef minister
nextyear; Yogi Bhagwant
will be Mann, Rajya
disposed of Sabha MP Sande-
likeAdvani, ep Pathak and
mz::'gﬁ Delhi ministers
Gopal Rai, Atishi
DelhiCM and Saurabh
Bharadwaj, Kejriwal said:

“They ask us who is the PM can-
didate of the INDIA bloc? Today,
I ask the BJP — who will be yvour
PM? Next vear on September 17,
Modi ji will be 75 years old. Modi
i1 had made a rule that anyone
who is above 75 will retire. They
retired Advani ji, Sumitra Ma-
hajan ji, Murli Manohar Joshi ji

and Yashwant Sinha ji. If their
government comes topower, wit-
hintwomonths they willdispose
of Yogi. Then who will become
PM? Amit Shah. Modi is not see-
king votes for himself but for
Amit Shah. But will Amit Shah
fulfil the guarantees of Modi?”

Trying to address the BJP's de-
mand that he quit and not try to
run the government from jail,
Kejriwal said: “It wasn't any gre-
ed for power or chief minister’s
chair that I didn't quit. It is my
fight against the dictatorial po-
wers. It will become so easy for
them - they lose an election, im-
prison the CM and make him quit
and the government falls. In fact,
Hemant Soren ji shouldn't have
resigned. He should have run the
government from jail.”

Kejriwal began theday with a vi-
sit to a Hanuman temple with his
wife. This was followed by the
press conference. Later, he held
roadshows in Mehrauli and
Krishna Nagar.

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELHI /

AFTER AIYAR'S REMARK THAT PAK BE TREATED WITH CAUTION

Vote Bank Politics Kept Cong
From Acting Against Pak: PM

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: In the wake of Cong-
ress leader Mani Shankar Aivar’s
remarks that Pakistan should be
treated with caution as it also has
the atom bomb, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said on Saturday that
Congressdid not act against the ne-
ighbouring country due to the fear
of losing its vote bank (read Mus-
lims) in India.

“Congress repeatedly tries to sca-
re our country They say tread cau-
tiously, Pakistan hasanatom bomb.
These virtually dead people are Kil-
ling the minds of the people too.
Congress has this attitude- they
talk about Pakistan's bomb when
the situation there is such that it
cannot handle the bomb. It is out to
sell it and there are no buyers. Peo-
ple know the guality is worthless
and doesn't sell. Due tothis weak at-
titude of Congress the people of
Kashmir faced terrorism for 60 ve-
ars, and the country faced many

BCCL
terror attacks,” the prime minister
said at a public meeting in Odisha.

Campaigning in Odisha, Modi
held election rallies in Kandha-
mal, Bolangir and Bargarh. He al-
s0 addressed a rally in Chatra,
Jharkhand.

“The country cannot forget that
instead of teaching a lesson to ter-
rorists, Congress used to hold nego-
tiations with them. They did not ha-
ve the courage to act against the
perpetrators. And why? Because
Congress and INDI Alliance felt

GURGAON | SUNDAY | 12 MAY 2024
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that if we take action our vote bank
will get antagonized,” Modi said.

Mav 11 alsomarks the anniversary
of the Pokhran-Il nuclear tests. Mo-
di recalled the event and its impact.

“On this day, 26 vears ago, the Atal
Bihari Vajpavee government con-
ducted the nuclear tests at Pokh-
ran, showing how a patriotic dis-
pensation functions,” he said.

Former union minister DMani
Shankar Aivar had said in April
that Pakistan should be treated
with caution as it is also a nuclear
power. Congress has distanced it-
self from hisremarks.

During his election campaign,
Modi also slammed Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, saying
he is throwing a challenge that the
BJD leader will not be able to name
thedistricts of thestate. Hesaid the
people have suffered for several yve-
ars under BJD rule and sought
“just five vears”™ to set things right
in Odisha. The state is also holding
its Assembly polls along with the 21
Lok Sabha seats.

CITING DIFFERENT REASONS TO SUPPORT UBT, MINORITIES SEEN SUPPORTING THE PARTY ACROSS THE STATE

Muslims Shun Apathy for Uddhav Sena

Will Not Visit
Raj Bhavan, Guv
Must Resign:
West Bengal CM

Our Political Bureau

Kolkata: Demanding the resigna-
tion of West Bengal governor CV
Ananda Bose, chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee said on Saturday
that she would never go to the Raj
Bhawan or sit next to Bose as she
felt "sitting beside him isasin”.

Banerjee's statement comes in
the backdrop of an allegation of
molestation levelled against him
by a female emplovee of the Raj
Bhawan. Speaking at an election
rally at Hooghly the Trinamool
Congress supremo said she would
never visit the governor at the Raj
Bhawan. “If he calls me, I will
stand on the road and talk to him,”
she said, adding: "Hon'ble gover-
nor, vou must resign. Who are you
to torture a woman?"

Everything is not out vet, the CM
said, referring to the allegation. “1
have received afull videoand a pen
drive. It is full of scandals, several
scandals,”" she claimed.

Left Searching
For Space

After returning to Congress
from BJPon LS poll eve,
prominent politician
Chaudhury Birender Singh
and his then MP son Bri-
jendra Singh found them-
selves in limbo. After win-
ning his Hissar seaton BJP
symbaol, ex-1AS babu Bri-
jendra was supposedto
receive a Congress ticket,
but AICC Congressgaveitto
Hooda loyalist Jai Prakash.
A little bird said neither
AICC nor Haryana party
brass supported Brin-
jendra when Congress CEC
chose Haryana candidates.

AllEyeson
Maken’s Move

AAP and Congress support-
ersin Delhiare asking when
Ajay Maken, a prominent
Delhi Congress leader, will
launch a full campaign for
the seven LS candidates.
Since Maken, a former Delhi
CM and now a Karnataka
RajyaSabha MP, wasa
staunch critic of AAP and CM
Kejriwal and had comment-
ed on the 'Sheesh Mahal
scam’' on renovating CW
Kejriwal's official residence,
they are waiting to see how
muchthe AAP-Congressdeal
has'reformed' him and how
much his much-laboured
Rajya Sabhaentry has'mel-
lowed' him.

Wearing Faith
on Sleeves

Sharad Pawar and his family
have never worn their faith
on their sleeves throughout
their decades in power.
Sharad Pawar and daughter
SuprivaSuleclaim progres-
sivism. Anti-superstition
groups inthe state have used
the Pawar family as poster
boys. At least till now. Sule
told a campaign narrative
about a snakethat landed on
her father as he sleptand
made him Chief Minister
eight days later. Naturally,
progressive family members
had crimson faces.

Kumar.Anshuman
@timesgroup.com

Pune: In February, while addressing
a party worker meeting in Mumbai,
former Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray said the Muslim
community is coming with Shiv Sena
because their brand of Hindutva is
different from BJP's brand of Hindut-
va. “Our Hindutva strives to light sto-
ves in the homes while BJP's Hindut-
vaworkson burning houses,” he said.

Three months later, his words have
found resonance on the ground. For
the first time, Muslims are siding in
large numbers with Uddhav Thacke-
ray with many saying they feel reas-
sured of equal treatment under his
faction of Shiv Sena.

Sena founder Bal Thackray was cal-
led a ‘Hindu Hriday Samrat’. Now, his
son is emerging as the new symbol of
inclusive politics in Maharashira, be-
ating even Congress.

Abdul Karim Salar, president of Ig-
ra Educational Society in Jalgaon
that runs several educational institu-
tes, said there is a change in Muslim

perspective vis a vis Uddhav Thacke-
ray. “Bala Saheb Thackerayused togi-
ve ineiting speeches which made
Muslims uncomfortable. With Udd-
hav Thackeray, I have felt that he ne-
ver spoke anything fo incite commu-
nal conflicts,” he said.

In Jalgaon Lok Sabha seat, B.JP's
Smita Uday Wagh is pitted against
Karan Pawar of Shiv Sena (UBT)
faction.

Salar feels that for the first time
Muslims would line up to vote for
Uddhav Thackray’s Shiv Sena in
Jalgaon. “The recent state-
ments by the PM and this so-
called numbersof increasing
Muslim population have not
aone well within the commu-
nity. Last time even a percen-
tage of Muslims voted for
the B.JE But this is not
going to be the case
(thistime),” hesaid.

Therisingpopula- |
rity of Uddhav
Thackeray among %
Muslimscanbefelt &
across the state. Pe- W
ople from the mino-

rity community cite different rea-
sonsforit.

Mohammad Asif, Malegaon cen-
tral zone president of Shiv Sena
(UBT), is an old Shiv Sainik. When
Eknath Shinde parted wavs with
the party, he went to meet Uddhav
Thackray, “I was the vice president
of Shiv Sena minority wing. I told
Uddhav ji to restructure the minori-
tv wing. He said there will not be
such a wing as there can't be any di-
vision among Shiv Saniks. This tou-

ched my heart,” Asif said.

Malegaon comes under the

Dhule parliamentary seat
where BJP is pitted against
Congress. “Even if there was
a Shiv Sena candidate, peaple
from minority communities
would have voted in large
numbers,” he added.

Khalil Abbas, a so-
cial activist based
in Malegaon who
also writes for Ur-
du newspapers, said
Muslims in the area
have moved ahead
from the Malegaon

blast of 2008. “There is some resent-
ment among the people as those accu-
sed are out. But society has moved be-
vond this,” he said.

According to Abbas, there are rea-
sons for Muslim community to repo-
se faith in Uddhav Thackeray, “When
he was the CM, there was this contro-
versy about the use of loudspeakers
for Azaan. Despite several allega-
tions, he didn’t ban use of loudspea-
kers, This was a surprise from Mus-
lim community and they took it posi-
tively,” he said.

Abdul Hussain Malik, 31, who runs
a steel furniture shop in Dhule, said
Uddhav Thackeray speaks of ‘Sarva
dharma sambhav’. “Sabko sath le-
kar chalne ki baat karte hain (He
talks of inclusivity taking evervone
along),” hesaid.

Malik recalls that during the Palg-
har Iynching incident in 2020 when
two Sadhus got Killed, several politi-
cal parties tried to give it a communal
colour. “As a chief minister, he stood
firm with reality and denied any com-
munal angle in the case. We felt good
as someone is there who considers
every citizen asequal,” he said.

KUMAR SUCCESSFULLY BROUGHT UPPER CASTES, PARTICULARLY BHUMIHAR, AND OBC UNDER ONE PLATFORM IN MUNGER

Munger to Test Nitish Kumar’s Hold
on OBCs, Expecially Own Caste Kurmi

RJD has fielded a strong OBC here in Anita Devi, wife of convicted criminal Ashok Mahto, against NDA's Rajiv Ranjan

Sanjay.Singh2@timesgroup.com

Maranchi (Munger): The Munger
Lok Sabha seat isall settotest the po-
pularity of chief minister Nitish
Kumaramongthe QOBCs, particular-
Iy his own caste Kurmi.

Reason: Opposition RJD has fiel-
ded a strong OBC candidate here in
Anita Devi, wife of convicted crimi-
nal Ashok Mahto. Mahto is a Kurmi
and Devi a Dhanuk. Dhanuk and
Kurmiarea socio-politically united
combination.

Now, out of the five assembly seats
underthe present Munger Lok Sabha
seat, two — Barh and Mokama — were
partof the erstwhile Barh Lok Sabha
constituency represented by Nitish
Eumar for five terms in the past.

Kumar successfully brought upper
castes, particularly Bhumihar, and a
section of the OBC under one politi-
cal platform.

RJD is now looking to make a dent
into this caste combination.

The NDA candidate, sitting MP Ra-
jiv Ranjan aka Lalan Singh, who is
close to Nitish Kumar and belongs to
the Bhumihar caste, is said tobe spen-
ding sleepless nights to keep intact
his party'ssupport base in this consti-
tuency Singh was elected to the Lok

MUNGER
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Sabha from here in 2009 and 2019
and was also the national president
af the JD(L]) in the past.

“RJD) aims to break the political
combination of the voters of Bhu-
mihar and Kurmi castes in the 2024
LS polls,” one Tarun Kumar from
Maranchi area of Mokama town
told ET. “Nitishji's development
model united them. His develop-
ment model always remains helpful
to bring a strong politi- cal
combination of upper
castes, Kurmi-Dhanuk
and most backward
castes in this area ac
commodating Na-
landa, Nawada and
Munger,” he said.

RJD leader Tejash-
wi Yadav, during his election cam-
paign here, has already given eno-
ugh indications about his party’s at-
tempt to consolidate OBC votes in
favour of Anita Devi.

S0, JIXU) 1s not leaving anything
to chance for protecting its social

support base here. BJP's prominent
OBC faces such as Shambhu Sha-
ran Patel and several JI{U) leaders
including Harish Sahni, Madan,
Sahni, Ramprit Mandal, and Damo-
dar Rautare camping in Munger LS
constituency to keep intact NDAs

social support base,
JD(U) is focussing on MBC voters
who also matter in this seat. The par-
ty has tasked MLC Neeraj Kumar to
camp in Mokama. On Friday, Neeraj
was busy in Maranchi area to mobili-
se MBC voters, He met several women
voters, gathered at a shop, who were
unhappy with the JDU for not getting
the piped water distribution net-
works in areas dominated by MBCs.
Neeraj gave patient hearing to the-
ir problems. He immediatelv talked
to the officers con-
cerned and assured
them that they wo-
uld soon get a water
connection. Neera) al-
g0 reminded them of the
contribution of theCM in
the socio-political empowerment of
the MBC voters. “Now, people from
the MBCs get elected to various
posts in the Panchayati and local bo-
dies. You have a special place under
the Nitish government,” he told the
women voters. Talking to ET, Nee-
raj said there is no place for “caste
and criminalisation” in Munger
“Apart from the deve-

Munger

SANDIPAN BHUMRE HAS BEEN FIELDED BY SENA (SHINDE)

AIMIM MP Jaleel

Tries to Keep Seat
From Khaire of UBT

Krishna.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Aurangabad: Foroverfour decades,
Chandrakant Khaire raised the slo-
gan—Khan pahije ki baan pahije-
—toproject himself asa Hindutvale-
ader out to protect the interests of
the community in the communally-
sensitive Lok Sabha seat of Chhatra-
pati Sambhaji Nagar (formerly Au-
rangabad).

The slogan—meaning do you want
a Khan or do vou want a bow and ar-
row—did seem to work, for Khaire
won four Lok Sabha terms from 1999
to 2019 as a nominee of the (undivi-
ded) Shiva Sena, which had the bow
and arrow symbol.

The polarisation of the electorate
though did not favour him in the 2019
election, which he lost to All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (Al-
MIM) candidate Imtiaz Jaleel.

Khaire and Jaleel are once gain pit-
ted against each other, but this time
the dynamics have changed.

Khaire has ditched his pet slogan
and turned ‘secular’.

“He came here and told us that
we should forget whatever
has happened in the past,”
Saved Anis, whorunsapro-

ja area of Aurangabad city,
said referring to the commu-
nal clashes the city suffered in |
the past,

Khaire is contesting the polls
this time as a nominee of Shiv Sena
(UBT).

Khaire suffered a narrow defeat in
2019, losing to Jaleel by around 4,500
votes, The defeat was largely seen as
an aberration as the Hindu commu-
nity vote that Khaire counted on got
divided between him and Harsh-
vardhanJadhav, a former MLA from
Kannad. Jaleel, on the other hand, al-
s0 got the dalit community votes as
he had fought the election in alliance
with Prakash Ambedkarled Van-
chit Bahujan Aghadi.

The presence of two more promi-
nent candidates has also turned the
contestmulticornered this time. Jad-
hav 15 contesting as an independent
and state minister Sandipan Bhum-
re has been fielded by Shiv Sena (Ek-
nath Shinde).

While Khaire is confident that he
would be able to defeat Jaleel this ti-
me around, things have changed con-
siderably on the ground. Jaleel has
now made inroads in-

lopment model of Nx-
tish Kumar, the rule .LECTION

of law matters for vo-

ters here,” hesaid. . RACK

to the constituency
and people across the
hoard are lauding his
work.
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“In s0 many vears

we haven't got an

MPlike Jaleel, he is

building a 400-bed

ho- gpital in Auranga-

bad. He is approachable, he is

unlike other politicians,” said

Dharmapal Awasarmol, a resident
of Satara Parisar.

When quizzed on Jaleel's AIMIM
being accused of playving communal
politics, Awasarmol says, “He is the
right man in the wrong party™.

Yusuf Ahmed, whorunsawaterco-
oler shop in Lakadmandi, said Jaleel
has done good work.

Saved Anis from Moti Karanja
area, however, has a different take.
“He has not done any work on roads
here. Yes, he has done roads in other
areas but not here. We have not found
him approachable,” said Anis.

While the Shiv Sena has fielded
Bhumre, he does not have a connect
in the constituency and is seen asan
outsider: Bhumre, however, is rely-
ing on the fact that of the six assem-
bly constituencies that form the
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar Lok
Sabha constituency, three have Shiv
Sena MLAs and two have BJP MLAs.

Former independent MLA Harsh-
vardhan Jadhav has again muddied
the matters but he may not get the same
margin—283,000 votes—that he got in
2019. The majority of the votes he secu-
red in 2019 were from the Maratha com-
munity, which is now miffed with the
BJE and may vote for Khaire now.

Arjun Munda Facing Another Cliffhanger in This Reserved Seat

Khunti Lok Sabha Resuits

Union minister's
principal challenger
Is Congressman
Kalicharan Munda

Nidhi.Sharma@timesgroup.com

Khunti: “He is sitting at home now.
There is no construction work cur-
rently, and he doesn’t hold a regular
job."” said Krishna Purti. asshe prepa-
red an omelette at hermakeshift road-
side ‘dhaba’ at Bichna village, about
70 km from Ranchi. Her husband, a
mason, has been out of job for more
than amonth, and they rely on her on-
ly source of income-the dhaba.

she thought long and hard when as-
ked about the government schemes.
“Piped water?” she said. “No. Hou-
sing?” “Yes, 1 filled the form under
Awas scheme anumber of times, But
now the state government has come

up with anew scheme and we will su-
rely getit,” she said.

Khunti, the epicentre of the Pathal-
gadl movement, which saw tribals
assert their right to land between
2016 and 2020, presents a challenging
electoral turf — central minister Ar-
jun Munda is fighting to protect
BJPs track record; his principal
challenger Congressman Kalicha-
ran Munda is contesting to save his
family legacy; and expelled JMM for-
mer MLA Basant Longa and Pathal-
gadi activist Babita Kachchap are
queering the poll pitch.

The ST reserved constituency has
been at the heart of a number of key
announcements of the Modi govern-
ment, including the PM Janjati Adiva-
si Nvava Maha Abhivan (JANMAN)
scheme which is particularly for the
vulnerable tribal groups (PVTGs).

It has also been a showcase constitu-
ency since itis home to Birsa Munda's
village Ulihatu, which is about 90 mi-
nutes’ drive from Ranchi.

What reverberates the most till now
is the Pathalgadi movement, which

KARIA MUNDA
BJP

saw stone plaques come up outside vil-
lages, declaring them so-
verelgn territory and
prohibiting the entry

of outsiders. Thisresis-
tance continued when
the Raghubar Das-led
BJP government in the
state sought to amend the
Chhota Nagpur Tenancy Act

and the Santhal Pargana Tenancy Act.
The proposed amendments allowed
the governments to take tribal land on
lease for commercial use. Though the
amendments did not get the gover-

Khunti

A

Winner
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nor’s assent, the re-
gion still bears the
scars of the crack-

down on activists.
“No party has done
anything here for us. If
the BJP government tried to
take our land, Congress
and JMM have not said a
word on this,” said Avin-
ash (name changed), a tribal
who did not want his village to be
identified. “They haven't moved to
withdraw cases against tribals regis-

tered by the BJP government,”

VOTE SHARE (%)
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This sentiment may get Kachchap
some votes as she is being seen as the
voice of the tribals fighting for their
“Jal, Jangal, Zameen".

The poverty is visible as the entire
constituency is dependent on far-
ming. Prakash, a resident of Khunti,
said, “We have fields, but since the re-
gion does not have ample water, we
grow only onecrop. We cannot subsist
on that for the rest of the year:”

The sitnation is forcing farmers to
turn to cannabis farming, which is il-
legal. Another villager admitted that
it happens, but quickly added, “We

don't know anyvthing.”

For Munda, the election will not be
easy. In 2019, he won by a margin of
just 1,445 votes - the lowest victory
margin in Jharkhand. Munda has be-
en camping and campaigning tire-
lessly The trouble could come from
within. Congress candidate Kalicha-
ran Munda's brother, Nilkanth Singh
Munda, is a BJP MLA from Khunti.
Balancing the scale in the electoral
contest is rebel JMM leader Longa,
who could cut Kalicharan's votes.

Khunti Lok Sabha constituency
comprises six Assembly segments.
Though Arjun Munda had won the
2019 Lok Sabha election, the party did
not fare well in the Assembly polls a
few months later. Of thesix Assembly
seoments under the Khunti seat, the
BJP won only Torpa and Khunti; the
remaining went to the INDILA bloc al-
lies JMM and Congress (Kharsawan
and Tamar for JMM and Simdegaand
Kolebira for Congress).

If Assembly elections are any indi-
cation, INDIA bloc allies JMM and
Congress have a clear edge.
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Prestige Estates
CEO Resigns, Co
Revamps Senior
Management

Our Bureav

Mumbai | Bengaluru: Realty
developer Prestige Estates has
rejigged 1ts senior management
following the resignation of chi-
ef executive Venkata Naravana
K,whoismovingouttostartare-
al estate fund.

Narayana had assumed the role
of the CEO in August 2017, Priorto
that he was its chief financial ofti-
cer (CFO) and company secretary.

The company named Amit Mor
asthe group CFO.

No replacement has been anno-
unced for Naravana, butitappoin-
ted business heads for each verti-
cal and geographyv.

Swaroop Anish has been named
executive director and CEO of the
residential segment & business
development, while Juggy Mar-
waha will be the
CEO of the office
segment and Mu-
hammed Ali will
head the retail seg-

mentas its CEQ.

Other appoint-
mﬂd a ments include Su-
replacement resh Singaravelu
for CEO (executivedirector &
Venkata CEQ, hospitality seg-
Narayana, ment), Tarig Ahmed
AmitMore (executivedirector &
named CEQ, West India),
groupCFO0  Naveemm Noor (ex-

ecutive director, Lia-
ison), V Gopal (executive director,
projects and planning) and T Ar-
vind Pai (executive director, le-
gal).

The next generation of the pro-
moter's family is actively invol-
ved in the business and will shape
its future, the company said in a
newsrelease.

Executive director Faiz Rezwan
1s responsible for overseeing
construction and execution of
projects, including key aspects
suchasprocurement, contracting
and value engineering,

Zavd Noaman, also an executive
director, is tasked with business
development and will oversee cor-
porate finance and strategic in-
vestments,

The Bengaluru-based real estate
firm has completed 288 projects
spanning a developable area of
172 million square feet. It also has
56 ongoing projects. for a total de-
velopable area of 86 million sq. ft.

Two M3M Group
Cos Denied Land

Parcels in Noida
for Poor Pricing

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment has cancelled the allot-
ment of twoland parcels in Noida to
M3M Group subsidiaries Lavish
Buildmart and Skyline Propcon, sa-
ving the companies were allotted
the land at a*non-competitive rate”.

M3M had paid over T1.000 crore
forthe land parcels in Noida’'s Sec-
tor 72 and Sector 94.

The move comes as a big blow for
M3M, which is already facing En-
forcement Directorate investiga-
tions. It also puts home buyers ina
quandary as both the projects were
launched and parts of them sold.

“Both the land parcels were allot-
ted on the basis of a single bid,

where the bidders

= guoted justz5lakh
M3M had more than the re-
paid over served price,”
71,000 crore Anil Kumar Sa-
for the land gar, principal se-
parcelsin cretary — infrast-
MNoida's ructure and in-
sector72and dustrial develop-
Sector 94 ment department,

UER said in an or-
der issued on Friday. “It is clear
that there was not proper competi-
tion and both the land parcels we-
reallotted to a single company ata
non-competitive rate.”

M3M had announced an invest-
ment of 700 crore in developing
luxury retail and penthouses as

part of a commercial project in
Sector 72. The investment inclu-
ded 2250 crore land cost and 450
crore construction cost.

It had also launched M3M The Cul-
linan in Sector 94. Spread across 13
acres with over4million square feet
of saleable area, M3M had said it
would invest 74,000 crore in the pro-
ject, including land cost,

The developer had got all the app-
rovals for the two projects, inclu-
ding registration from the Real Es-
tate Regulatory Authority (RERA).

JSW Steel’s Crude
Steel Output Stays
Near Flatin April

NEW DELHI JSW Steel’s consolida-
ted crude steel production in April
remained almost flat at 21.21 lakh
tonnes (LT).

Consolidated output was 21.13 L'T
in April 2023, JSW Steel said inafi-
ling on Saturday. In India, the com-
pany produced 20.55 LT crude steel
against 20.33 LT a vear ago. Produc-
tion of JSW Steel USA — Ohio fell
to 0.66 LT in April from 0.80 LT in
the vear-ago period. JSW Steel is
the flagship business of the $23 bil-
lion JSW Group. — PTI

Measures in Place to Meet Peak Power Demand: Govt

Demand projected to scale to 235 GW and 240 GW during day in May and June, respectively, states the ministry of power

Press Trustof India

New Delhi: The government has
taken adequate measures to meet
the estimated 235 GW peak power
demand in May and 240 GW inJune,
according to an official statement.
“With various measures, we have
been able to successfully meet the
peak evening power demand of 224
GW during April 2024," the Mini-

stry of Power on Friday.

The power demand is projected to
peak at 235 GW during the day-time
and 225 GW during evening hours
for May and 240 GW during day-time
and 235 GW during evening hours
for June 2024, itsaid inthe statement.

The power ministry has estima-
ted around 260 GW of peak de-
mand during this summer season.

Elaborating on the measures, the
ministry said section 11 directions
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ROBUST QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE

Strong Revenue Pushes ABB
India Net Profit Up 87% in QI

Our Bureavu

Mumbai: Electrification and au-
tomation major ABB India has pos-
ted an over 87% rise in net profit at
T460 crore in the quarter to March,
on the back of higher revenues.

The company follows a January
to December financial vear:

It had posted a profit after tax of
7245 crore In the corresponding
period of the previousfiscal vean.

During the guarter, consolidated
revenues came in at 3,080 crore,
up 28% from 2,411 crore in the ve-
ar-ago period.

“We announce a strong start to
2024, building on our robust per-
formance from Q4 of 2023. The in-
creased demand for technologi-
cally superior solutions, coupled
with the government'’s capital ex-
penditure focus on new-age the-
mes such as energy efficiency, de-
carbonisation and digitalisation
has significantly driven our order
momentum,” ABB India said ina
statement on Fridav,

During the quarter, the company
had an order backlog of 8,932 cro-
re, up from 27,170 in the vear-ago
quarter. Total orders surged to
23,607 crore, the highest for the
first guarter in the last five years.

“Growth in orders underline the
success of our multi-division port-
folio to capture different cycles in
the market segments. The quarter-
Iy growth was led by our electrifi-
cation and process automation bu-
siness areas, which more than off-
set the temporary customer deci-
sions sluggishness in motion and
robotics and discrete automation
businessareas,” thecompany said.

ABBIndia’sscripended at 7,128,
up 2.76% on BSE Friday Bench-
mark Sensex ended 0.36% higher.
The earnings were announced af-
ter market hours.

ABB India
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Eicher Motors Q4 PAT Rises 18%

NEW DELHI Eicher Motors on Sa-
turday reported an 18% increa-
se in consolidated profit afier
tax to 1,070 crore for the fourth
quarter ended March 2024, dri-
ven by higher sales,

The company posted a profit
after tax of 906 crore in the
same period last yvear.

Totalrevenuerosel2% to¥4,256
crore in the January-March qu-
arter of FY24 compared with
73.6804 crore in the correspon-
ding quarter of 2022-23, Eicher
Motorssaid in a statement.

Royal Enfield, the two-wheeler
division of the company, recor-
ded sales of 227925 motorcy-
cles in the fourth quarter, up6%

nues.

It had posted a profit after tax of
7158.3 crore in the correspon-
ding period of the preceding fi-
scal, the company said in a state-

from 2,14,685 units in the vear-
ago period.

Forfiscal 2024, thecompany re-
ported a 37% rise in PAT to
4,001 crore against 2,914 crore
for FY23.

The company’'s revenue from
operations grew 14.5% to ¥16,536
crore from ¥14,442 crore recor-
dedin FY23.

During the last fiscal, Royal
Enfield’s registered sales rose 9
per cent to 9.12,732 units from
8,34,895 units in 2022-23.

The company said its board re-
commended afinal dividend ag-
gregatingto¥1,396.41croreatIsl
per share for the financial year
ended March 31, 2024,

ment on Saturday;

Total income from operations
during the quarter under review
also rose 8.27% to ¥1,235.4 crore
from ¥1.141.06 crore in the vear-
ago period, itadded.

EBITDA fell 3.91% toT208.9 cro-
re in the last quarter compared
with¥217.4 crorea year ago.

Prakash P Chhabria, Executive

PropEquity Net
up10%inFY24
on Better Income

NEW DELHI PE Analvties,
which runs real estate data
platform PropEquity, has re-
ported 10% increase in consoli-
dated net profitat¥11l.6crorefor
thelast fiscal on better income.

[ts net profit stood at T10.6
crore in the preceding vear:

According to a regulatory fi-
ling on Friday, total income
grew 37% to T44.1 crore last fi-
scal from¥32.3 crorein 2022-23.

Samir Jasuja, founder and
CEO of PropEquity, said: “We
have done reasonably well in
F¥24, with 10.4% growth in
our profits before tax (PBT)
compared with the preceding
financial year. Our overall re-
venues also continue to rise
37% toT44.1crore.”

He said the valuation busi-
ness vertical has performed
wellasrevenue grew 106 % sin-
cethelast financial vear,

“We are adding new verticals
inthevaluation business which
are auto valuations and plant
and machinery valuations in
FY25, which will help grow our
business manifold,” he said.

Finolex Standalone Profit Grows 2% on Higher Revenues

MNEW DELHI Pipes maker Finolex
Industries has posted abouta 2%
its standalone profit after tax to
?161.4 crore in the March 2024 qu-
arter on the back of higher reve-

Chairman, Finolex Indusiriessa-
id: “PVC prices remained stable
during the second half of the ve-
ar, leading to a healthy demand.
Our operating performance du-
ring the year has been robust and
with the company’s increased fo-
cus on the plumbing and sanita-
tion segment, the same is expec-
ted to improve further.”

Anti-Azure Posts by Aggarwal

»» From Page 1

In turn, Aggarwal said the Ola
group of companies would move
their businesses inhouse.

“Since LinkedIn is owned by Mi-
crosoft and Olaisabigcustomerof
Azure, we've decided to move our
entire workload out of Azure to
our own @Krutrim cloud within
thenext week...” Aggarwal said in
a poston microblogging site X.

“Any other developer who wants
tomove out of Azure, we will offer
a full year of free cloud usage. As
longas voudon't go back to Azure
after that,” he wrote.

Agarwal’s combative announce-
ment comes just days after Krut-
rim Al, the artificial intelligence
unicorn founded by him, opened
up its cloud infrastructure and
cloud services for business. Krut-
rim Cloud will be offering GPU-
as-a-service on its Al computing
infrastructure, allowing enter-
prisesand developers totrain and
fine-tune their models, according
tothe company.

PUBLICINFRASTRUCTURE
Aggarwal also took aim at prevai-
ling business models in his post

Bhavish Aggarwal BCCL
on Saturday.

“Data should be owned by the
creators instead of being owned
by the corporates who make mo-
nevusing our data and then lectu-
reuson “community guidelines,”
he wrote.

(Ola will help build a digital pub-
licinfrastructure(DPI)social me-

dia framework similar to Unified
Payment Interface (UPI) to coun-
ter what Aggarwal termed as
“Linkedin’s “monopoly™.

“The only “community guideli-
nes” should be the Indian law. No
corporate person should be able
to decide what will be banned,”
said the 38-vear old technology fo-
under

In February, Union IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw had told the
Rajya Sabha that the government
would introduce legislation and
take other steps to ensure social
media platforms are more acco-
untable for any slanderous con-
tent posted on their platforms,

In a series of posts following Lin-
kedIn's actions against his post,
Aggarwal intensified his protests.
“Dear @ LinkedIn this post of mi-
newasabout YOUR Al imposinga
political ideology onIndian users
that’s unsafe, sinister,” he said.
Aggarwal’s vocal protests drew
support from peers such as Unaca-
demy founder Gaurav Munjal, as
well as several other users of Lin-
kedIn.

DEMAND FOR CLOUD SERVICES
In 2017, Ola Cabs had moved to

Microsoft's Azure cloud plat-
form, adding that Azure would
also power and market the for-
mer’'s connected car platform
Ola Play. Azure competes with
the likes of Amazon Web Servi-
cesand Google Cloud inIndia. In
FY23., Microsoft's India entity
reported a 39% rise in operating
revenue to 19,229 crore, partly
helped by rising demand for
Azure and for its Al services to
enterprise clients.

Besides providing cloud servi-
ces, Aggarwal’s Krutrim Al has
also launched standalone mobhile
apps for the Krutrim Al assistant
used by end consumers. Theseare
similar totheapps offered by Ope-
nAl for ChatGPT and Microsoft
for CoPilot. OpenAl is also back-
ed by Microsoft.

Meanwhile, both Ola Cabs and
Ola Electric are bound for the
public markets. While Ola Elec-
tricisawaiting approval from the
markets regulator after submit-
ting its draft listing papers late
last year, Ola Cabs isundertaking
restructuring and retreating
from international markets as it
attempts to improve profitability
before amarket listing.

have been issued to gas-based po-
wer plants besides coal-based
units to make full capacity avai-
lable for electricity generation.
The optimisation of hydropower
generation has made available an
additional 4 GW for meeting the
demand during Mayv and June.
Further, the shifting of planned
maintenance and minimisation
of partial and forced outages of
thermal power plants have made

available another 5 GW for the
summer season, the ministry said.
Besides, power generated from
wind is expected to increase by 4
GW to5 GW during May and June.
“With these measures in place and
the current generation trend...it is
expected that the power demand
would be adequately met both du-
ring the day and during night hours
in the summer months of May and
June 2024," the statement said.

I1HL to Pay 3211 cr
Extra to Lenders

»»From Page 1

The Hinduja Group confirmed
that it had got the regulator’s
consent.

“We are happy to acknowledge
the receipt of approval from In-
surance Regulatory and Deve-
lopment Authority of India(lR-
DAT) yesterday on the auspicio-
us occasion of Akshav Tritiva.
The approval is subject to certa-
in ‘regulatory statutory, and ju-
dicial’ clearances/complian-
ces,” an lIHL spokesperson said
inanemail.

“ITHL stands committed to wor-
kingtowardsobtaining thesame
as soon as possible and aims to
close this transaction by the
NCLT's stipulated date May 27."
The National Company Law Tri-
bunal (NCLT) had given its nod to
a 9,661 crore resolution plan pro-
posed by the Hinduja Group’s In-
dusind International Holdings
Ltd (ITHL). The court has directed
[IHL tomake the pavment by May
27, subject to all necessary appro-
vals. Additionally the Hinduja
Group entity will be required to
pay an extra 211 crore to lenders,
which will be adjusted against
the capital infused by them in Re-
liance General Insurance to ma-
intain its solvency margin.

“ITHL is prepared to pay Relian-
ce Capital’s lenders within 48 ho-
urs of receiving the insurance
regulator’s approval,” 1THL cha-
irman Ashok Hinduja had told
reportersa week ago,

Under the plan, [THL will estab-
lish a subsidiary, ITHL BFSI Hol-
dings (Mauritius), in which it
will hold 51%, while other group
companies will collectively hold
the remaining 49%. ITHL BFSI
(Mauritius) will float a 100% sub-
sidiary, IIHL: BFSI (India) Ltd,
which, in turn, will hold a 100%

stake in Reliance Capital, for-
merly an Anil Ambanicompany.

*These changes in the holding
structure will necessitate a fresh
approval from RBI from the fit
and proper point of view,” said
one of the persons cited above.

Reliance Capital will hold 74%
of Reliance General Insurance
and Reliance Health Insurance,
and the balance 26% will be held
by Aasia Enterprise, a Hinduja
company. In the case of Reliance
Nippon Life Insurance, Aasia En-
terprise will hold a 26% stake and
Reliance Capital will retain 25%.
Nipponcurrently hasa49% stake.

Ashok Hinduja had said the
plan is to grow the life and non-li-
fe businesses and start health in-
surance operations,

Y Nageswara Rao, the admini-
strator appointed by the Reserve
Bank, had admitted -claims
worth 25,345 crore from lenders
as of January 10, 2024. The com-
pany has a cash balance of about
T300-400 crore, which will be dis-
tributed among lenders.

Heat-reflecting
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At Volvo Car India, “we prioritise
comfort and safety through cut-
ting-edge heat and UV protection
technologies like infrared-reflec-
ting coatings on our sunroofs,” sa-
id MD Jyoti Malhotra. “This
blocks about 80% of solar heat ga-
in to ensure optimal cabin tempe-
ratures.”

Audi India said heat-reflecting
windshields and side glass are de-
ployved in several models such as
the A8, Q8, RS5 and the e-tron EV,
though not silver-based coatings
specifically The increased ther-
mal load from larger EV battery
packs makes effective cabin coo-
ling solutions even moreessential.

“For extreme conditions like the
current heat wave, windshields
and sunroofs with silver-based co-

Windshiglds Deployed

atings can decrease cabin air tem-
peratures compared fo conventio-
nal glazingand customers are now
demanding comfortable cabin en-
vironments,” said a senior execu-
five at a glass and window solu-
tions company.

Metallised coatings are just the
beginning when it comes to high-
tech antomotive glazing solutions
for extreme weather, said Ravi
Bhatia, regional director of Jato
Dynamics,

“Increasing use of head-up dis-
plays, 5G connectivity and even in-
tegrated antennas will necessitate
coatings to control solar heat,” he
said. Managing heat will become
paramount for glass suppliersand
they'll be pushed to create more
sophisticated coatings combining
solar control and electromagnetic
properties, Bhatia said.

Product Innovation in Niche Categories

»»From Page 1

Deepak Shahdadpuri, MD of ventu-
recapital firm DSG Consumer Part-
ners, said: “There is no connection
between someone who is 18 vears
old and incumbent brands. There is
zeroemotional connection.”

DSG has backed brands such Chai
Point, Sleepy Owl Coffee, SleepyCat
and Epigamia among others.

“In the old days...it was difficult to
build awareness, distribution was
hard, and the only brand you got
were the brands you saw,” Shah-
dadpuri said. “Now;, all the brands
are starting from scratch. You have
to earn the right to be purchased —
that's the starting point.”

That’s not easy in the highly
competitive D2C industry where
scores of new brands are mushro-
oming across segments. Overall,
D2C startups raised nearly $1.8
billion in 2023 across 113 deals. In
the first quarter of calendar 2024,
such startups received $395 mil-
lion through 45 transactions, ac-
cording to data sourced from Ven-
ture Intelligence.

Titan Capital’s Bahl said the vo-
unger generation is now immer-
sed in a vast array of content thro-
ugh platforms like YouTube and
Instagram, fosteringa burgeoning
desire for new experiences alongs-
ide increasing incomes. “This con-
vergence of factors fuels a curiosi-
tvtoexploreemerging brands that
were previously unheard of. Addi-
tionally, there's a sense that tradi-
tional brands, once revered by the-

ir parents, no longer resonate as
deeply with them,” he said.

The change in consumer beha-
viouristakingplaceasaresultof
hoth the messaging being crafted
by these brands as well as pro-
duct innovation in niche catego-
ries, according to investors and
founders.

“The incumbents did not innova-
temuch in the space for the last 20-
30 vears,” said Chaitanya Rama-

lingegowda, cofounder of Wakefit
that sells mattresses and furnitu-
re. “Even if theydid, those innova-
tions were superficial, such as
changing the outer cover of the
mattress for aesthetic appeal or al-
tering the colour of wardrobe do-
ors, without improving the pro-
duct or reducing prices.”

Wakefit is backed by Peak XV
Pariners and Elevation Capital
amongothers.
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While for a number of these
brands, the early focus is on the
Gen 7 segment, particularly with
niche and differentiated offerings,
investors believe that may only be
the first step.

“Brand building is very impor-
tant to become successful...di-
scounting alone does not help,”
said Prashant Prakash, founding
partner at venture capital firm
Accel Partners. “But all said, to
scale and become big, Gen Z can-
not alone be the target user gro-
up, hetold ET.

A New Delhi-based investor said
larger conglomerates operating

in the fast-moving consumer go-
ods (FMCG) space are focused on
the mass segment, leaving new-
age brands to target niche spaces
to begin with.

“Big FMCG companies are still
trying to change consumer beha-
viour in rural areas of India,
which is a big market in itsel-
f...and that can only be done by
them with theirscale,” the person
said. "Younger brands will often
catchontoasmallpartof themar-
ket, where they can create consu-
mer trust and then build and scale
thereon.”

One such oral care brand, Perfo-

ra, backed by consumer-focused
investmentfirm Sauce VC, aims to
become a T100-crore brand in the
ongoing fiscal. The startup, foun-
ded in 2021, clocked Rs 45 crore in
revenue for FY24.

“Gen Z wants to consume from
brands which their parents, or the
older generation, were not consu-
ming because they have this inna-
te desire to stand out,” Jatan Ba-
wa, cofounder at Perfora told ET.
“They're also very inclined to-
wards design, which is a big ele-
ment that goes into their purchase
behaviour and decision-making
approach. They are more about
consuming a brand rather than
consuming a product,” he said.

A Gurgaon-based founder of a
D2 tootwear brand said the next
generation is “highly social” and
what it consumes “defines their
personalities”,

A 22 years old wouldn't be
caught dead wearing a pair of sho-
es from a legacy brand... It would
affect his or her social standing
withintheirsocial group,” hesaid.
“Increasingly, our market studies
have shown that unlike millenni-
als or Gen X, which was largely in-
fluenced in consumption choices
by their parents, Gen Z wants to go
the other way,” he added.
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If Facebook was the dominant online platform in the 2014 election, it was WhatsApp in 2019. In 2024, YouTube has
emerged as the primary channel of digital campaigning for political parties, leaders and critics

Shephali Bhatt

t has been a pretty hectic
month for Vijeta Dahiva. The
YouTube content researcher
has been analysing political
themes for infotainment crea-
tor Dhruv Rathee, working
late nights to help him produce vide-
0s on topics concerning Election
2024, “Yesterday, | managed torest a
hit after working 34 hours on a four-
part election series, with very little
sleep in between,” says Dahiva, The
long hours are worth it, he says. “1
think these videos are creating a
massive on-ground impact. They
bring up ideas like democracy and
accountability of elected leaders.”

Dahivacan see people’senthusiasm
reflected in the sudden surge in sub-
scribers over the past month, along
with better likes-to-views ratioand a
higher number of comments on vid-
eos even when the content is critical
and not celebratory.

According to data from analytics
firm Social Blade, Rathee gained 2.5
million subseribers on YouTube in
April alone. He has 19.4 million sub-
seribers overall, accumulated overa
decade-long journey. Similarly, since
January, television journalists-
turned-digital news influencerssuch
as Ravish Kumar and Abhisar
Sharma, who are known for creating
political content on YouTube, have
seen a significant bump in monthly
views on their channels—a rise of
175% and 115%, respectively, accord-
ing to data from Social Blade, This is,
in many ways, the YouTube election.

Dahiva, a writer-filmmaker from
Haryana, seesthisasabreak from the
2019 election for which WhatsApp
was the primary channel of digital
campaigning. “That period was
marked by a flood of fake newsand it
continues toflourish, making it hard-
ertotrace who isreceiving whatkind
of messaging,” hesays,

The “WhatsApp Forward Era”, he
says, may have inadvertently paved the
way for the YouTube wave in this elec-
tion. “WhatsApp remains critical for
propaganda factories that prefer to
work instealth mode, but someone has
toopenly call out theirmisinformation
and disinformation,” he says. This is
where YouTube steps in. It has over 500
million active users in India, nearly
equallingthereach of the Meta-owned
WhatsApp in the country:

Besides criticsand dissentersof the
government, political parties, too,
have actively built a presence on
YouTube in the past vear, says Talha
Rashid, political strategist and co-
founder of Discourse Consulting.
Many party leaders have launched
YouTube channels to share live
streams, rally videos, interviewsand
more, alongside collaborating with
digital influencers for podcasts.

A Rest of World report from
February noted a two-to-four-fold in-
crease in YouTube subscribers of
several political leaders like Raghav
Chadha (AAP), Shivraj Singh
Chouhan (BJP) and Revanth Reddy
(INC) in the second half of 2023. At
the time of going to press, AAP had
6.26 million subscribers on its
YouTube channel, 360,000 more than
theruling BJP's5.9million. Congress
trailed behind the two on YouTube
with 4.77 million subscribers.
Representatives of these political
parties did not respond to ET's re-
quest for a comment.

In 2019, parties mainly utilised
WhatsApp for targeted digital mes-
saging, with one major party report-
edly creating over 200,000 WhatsApp
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The YouTube
Electio

oroups for this purpose, says Rashid.
This time around, the focus has shift-
ed to producing videos to shape the
narrative. Instead of crafting visual
and textual messages exclusively for
WhatsApp forwards, there's a trend
of circulating 30-second clips from
YouTube videos via the platform.

Rashid says each general election
cvele over the last decade has had a
different dominant platform for po-
litical engagement. “In 2014,
Facebook emerged as a central hub
tor political activities, with parties
utilising pages and events for rallies,
Facebook even issued alerts on poll-
ing day” he recalls.

TUBE OF THE TIMES

The transition from Facebook to
WhatsApp and now YouTube indi-

Besides critics and

dissenters of the
government, political
parties, too, have actively
built a presence on
YouTube in the past year”
TALHA RASHID, cofounder,
Discourse Consulting

cates how shifts in people’s internet
habits often shape the role of social
media inelectoral processes, Therise
of YouTube as a dominant platform
for building election narratives and
critiguing can be atiributed to the
TikTokification of content consump-
tion and theemergence of video-edit-
ing apps for smartphones, says
Meghnad S, a YouTuber who focuses
on politics, society and the internet
on his channel, Meghnerd. A general
dissatisfaction with the coverage of
important civic issues in prime-time
TV news may have also contributed
to a surge in news consumption on
YouTube, he adds.

Further; the deluge of WhatsApp
forwards, along with the platform’s
campaignsand efforts tocombat fake
news, might have contributed to the

decline in the popularity of
“WhatsApp University”.
“Anecdotally, I've observed increased
scepticism towards WhatsApp for-

rards, particularly in urban areas.
There have been instances where
members of political party-created
WhatsApp groups have called out
misinformation being propagated
within thosegroups,” says Meghnad.

WhatsApp offers some data to sup-
port this. Since 2019, it has seta
limit on forwarding messages
and channel updates to just five
chats at once. In an email,
WhatsApp told ET: “The limits
imposed on ‘forwards’ have re-
duced the spread of ‘highly for-
warded messages’ on WhatsApp
by over 70%." In 2022, the app add-
ed new limits for forwarding mes-
sages to groups, where messages
that have the “forwarded label"” can
only be forwarded to one groupata
time, rather than five.

The improvement in internet
speeds and the low cost of mobile
data have made video browsing on
YouTube and elsewhere seamless
and more affordable. According to a
survey by cable.co.uk covering 200
countries, the average globalcostof 1
GB of mobile data has plunged by
68% from $8.8to 52, between 2019 and
2023. India ranks 7th on the list of
countries with the most affordable
mobile data plans, with Israel, Italy
and Fiji topping it.

Shahana Sheikh, a PhD candidate
at Yale University who is studying
election campaigns, says that some
of her findings from 2022 foreshad-
owed the current YouTube trends.
“Aboutoneand a half vears ago, Isur-
veved over 400 party functionaries
from various levels in BJP and SP in
Uttar Pradesh. Less than a quarter
reported using YouTube for party
purposes, including campaigning,”
she says. Incontrast, among the near-
ly 2,000 voters who used smart-
phones, surveved in the same con-
text, the share of daily YouTube
users matched that of daily

2014: The Facebook Election

« Facebook issued polling day alerts

« Political parties created FB pages

« Parties had FB events to announce rallies

2019: The WhatsApp Election

« Parties created WhatsApp groups for
political messaging

« Personalised campaign was delivered to
groups/individuals

» There was unchecked fake news,
misinformation

2024: The YouTube Election

« Party leaders have YouTube channels

» They have podcasts with
digital influencers

« Critical political channels see
a meteoric rise
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WhatsApp users. She
found this to be the case for both
male and female smartphone
users. “Political parties seem to
have understood the power of
YouTube as a platform to reach
voters using video content,”
adds Sheikh.

WHERE'S THE MONEY GOING?
The transition is also impact-
ing party expenditures on po-
litical advertising. Between
February 5 and May 4, 2024,
both BJP and Congress allo-

cated more funds for Google

Ads for videos alone, than

they did for Meta Ads across

ad formats. BJP spent ¥50.4

crore on Google Ads for video
content, more than three times
what it spent on Meta Ads
across all formats —315.4 crore.
Similarly, Congress spent 724.5
croreon Google Adstor video con-
tent and 8.1 crore on Meta Ads
across various formats during the
same period. These expenditure de-
tails were obtained from Google's

Spends on Political Adsin

Feb 5-May 4, 2024 (3)

Google Ads

50.4cr w
(only video) EXETe; @ _

SOURCE: Coogle Ads
Transparency

Meta Ads "u' 1aAcr
(all farmats) @ 8.1cr

id

Centre, Meta Ad

Library Report

2024 Highlights

Advantage YouTube WhatsApp Still Strong

« Easier to check « Bigeest distribution
misinformation channel

« Alternative for audience | - Accessible to less
fatigued by TV news tech-savvy audience

Hello, We Have a Complaint

Chinese smartphone companies looking to expand their footprint face a loud adversary—Indian retailers
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Subhrojit Mallick

The Chinesesmartphone companies, which
are facing pressure from the Indian govern-
ment to localise operations, are staring at a
loud adversaryv—maobile phone retailers.
Whilethe brands arelooking toexpand their
footprint and tap the country’s hinterland,
retailers, bigandsmall, areup inarms, alleg-
ing low margins, unrealistic targets, insuffi-
cient supply of stocks and

phone market. According to Counterpoint
Research, the offline segment cornered 64 %
of shipments in @1 2024, up from 56% in the
previous quarter, a sign that smartphone
brands are looking at brick-and-mortar

stores tochart their growth.
“Offlineretailers haverealised that they are
now inaposition todictate. Theyarepushing
hard against what they feel are unfair prac-
tices because they are in a dominant posi-
tion,” says Ajay Sharma, an

pilingupof dues. Poco Indiais industry veteran who held
Retailers in South India, x top roles in Micromax,
for instance, have been pro- l;ﬂl'l'll'l'llttEﬂ to Karbommand HTC.
testing against OnePlus, Offeringcustomersa This has resulted in con-
withsomerefusingtostiock djverse range of stant bickering between re-
units from the brand. tailers and smartphone
Others have pushed back IJUI'ChBSIIIB upﬂnns brands which had earlier po-
against Xiaomi's sub- throughlegitimate  tionedthemselvesasonline
brand Poco. and Realme channels, includinga first and were operating
over the availability of - rtne in mainly through ecommerce
stocks in the grev market stffﬁg"ﬁ al't Di rsi.':IE platforms. With consumer
and have even urged gov- Wi 10 Ma IEl preferences shifting towards
ernmentauthoritiestocan- HIMANSHUTANDON, premium products, the
cel their trade licences. Country Head, Poco India brands are opening more re-

In the case of OnePlus, re-
tallers have alleged that the company
takes more than nine months to clear
pending dues, when the industrv standard
is much shorter. They demand higher
margins and increased supply of stocks.
“Warious brands take time, ranging tfrom
one week to one month, to settle claims
with retailers. But OnePlus takes nine
months on average, and as we speak, we
have claims pending from February 2023,
They also give the lowest trade mar-
gin—4%," says Subhash Chandra L, MD
of Sangeetha Mobiles, a leading retail
chain with over 800 stores in south India.

This is not the first time retailers have
clashed with smartphone brands, but their
voices have becomelouderat atimewhenthe
offline segment is commanding the lion’s
share of the 840 hil-
lion Indian smanrt- q

tail stores, investing in in-
store promotersand appointingnational and
regional distributors. That's when the prob-
lems started.

STING IN THE RETAIL

Why are brands targeting offline retail now”
Year 2023 ended with flat growth for the

smartphone market. There are

signs of recovery, but instead of

volume-heavy budget phones driv-

ing demand, premium phones

have be-

come the

growth l

driver: The iPhone has been one of the high-
estselling handsets in thelasttwo years, with
no signs of slowing down. The average sell-
ing price of smartphones has been goingup
for three yvears, rising 14%, in 2023, vear-on-
vear; to $255. Theshare of premium segment
has gone up from 6% in 2022 to 10% in 2023,
andisexpected tocontinue growingthis vear,
according toresearch firm IDC.

Xiaomi, which used toseemuch of its busi-
ness in the budget segment, has stated its
ambition to crack the premium and luxury
segments, Its rivals like Realme, Motorola
and Transsion, too, are tryving to position
themselves in the premium segment.

“The premiumisation trend has pushed
smartphone brands, which were happily
online-centric, to expand their retail foot-
print—tobe presentataretail store inashop-
ping mall, where customers can get a touch-
and-fee] experience. That's where a
company’s promoters can convincee a cus-
tomertobuy theiroffering, luringthemwith
big-ticket features and financing schemes,”
says Tarun Pathak, research director.
Counterpoint Research.

Brick-and-mortar stores, which were bat-
tered by lockdown restrictions during the
pandemic, should have welcomed this. Then
why are retailers not happy?

Retailers’ Complaints
OnePlus Poco : _
= Itsclaim = Not all models are
settlements | available for stocking
arepending | « Limited distribution
forayear |, saleofproducts
« Low trade through illegitimate
margin of channels
only4% | Realme
« Poor » Products in grey
distribution | market before
network official sale
Share of Shipmentsin
Offline Channels Rises

Offline Channel | Online Channeal

Shipment Share| Shipment Share

0123 56% 44%
Q2'23 SB% 42%
Q3'23 51% 49%
0423 56% 44%
01°24 64% 36%
source: Counterpoint Research

PHONE IS RINGING OFF THE HOOK

Highlighting OnePlus's retail operations,
Chandra of Sangeetha Mobiles says the
company allows retailers to pick up stocks
only when they pay in advance. Phones are
then shipped from its factory to retailers, It
takes at least six days for stocks to reach
Sangeetha Mobiles’ hundreds of retail
stores across south India where OnePlus
does not have distributors or warehouses.
“Tt'saridiculously loss-making proposition
forretailers, and weare better off not selling
OnePlus devices,” says Chandra, who is
joining a demand for a boyeott of the brand.

TS Sridhar, president of Organised
Retailers Association (ORA), says OnePlus
has promised retailers that it will settle all
claims by mid-May and willalso hold discus-
sions to increase trader margins.

In a written response to ET, OnePlus
spokesperson says it remains in active com-
munication with retail bodies to address
their concerns: *“We are constantly in touch
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Most influencers

C AdsTransparency Center
and Meta's Ad Library
Report.

While WhatsApp has

“ | been busy constraining

the virality of forwarded

messages, YouTube has

. been proactively moving

in the direction of be-

coming the go-to digital
platform for election
news and information.

A March post on the

(Google India blog says,

“For news and infor-

mation related to the

2024 election, YouTube

highlights high-quali-
tv content from au-
thoritative news
sources during key

moments, through its ‘Top

News' and ‘Breaking News' shelves,
and news watch page.” Google has
also collaborated with the Election
Commission of India(ECI) toenable
easy discovery of critical voting in-
formation. “YouTube shows a varie-
ty of election information panels,
including on how to register to vote,
how to vote and candidate informa-
tion,” saysthe blog.

/|

CHALLENGES ON YOUTUBE
While YouTube solves the tracea-
bility issue in terms of checking
misinformation, it has its chal-
lenges, says Rohini Lakshaneé, tech-
nologist and interdisciplinary re-
searcher. “On YouTube, a lot of

onYouTubedo P."“‘Fm“flmﬂl. vti_lrlmﬂ of pﬂliﬁ:icgl part-

: g ties involve influencers who do no

not dls:lﬁe P‘E‘I id disclose paid partnerships. Many of
pil!‘tllEl‘S psior them are in local languages, using
political content. cultural references that make it
Cultural referencesin harder for the platform to detect

misinformation,” she says,

!n:al IE!'IEI.IHEES make According to YouTube, violative
It [lﬂ_l'l:l!l‘ to d_EtEﬂ content made up 0.11-0.12% of views
misinformation” on its platform in Q4 2023. However,
HAN Lakshaneqguotesarecent study from

ROHINI le{ S E' Tech Global Institute that found that
technologist 83% of political content uploaded by

Indian influencers across different
platforms did not disclose it as spon-
sored content.

: it Further, being an open platform
fo l'EI'I'IHlI'IE:lrItll:El isn'talwavsanadvantage. “The gov-
r propaganda ernment, a major regulatory body
factories but YouTube for these platforms, could potential-
has become the Iy request the closure of critical
latform where channels,” says Srinivas Kodali, an
M independent researcher from
you could openly Hyderabad studying digitisation in
call out their India. “An open platform is thus sus-
. s Dy ceptible to easy control,” he adds.
mifél.}t:;?:rﬂl Additionally, he questions whether
' people can access quality contenton
YouTube content YouTube when most platforms
researcher serve as echochambers.

Kodali says that if the Data
Protection Act is implemented be-
fore the next election, platforms may
face increased pressure to combat
hate speech. potentially driving
most election-related content under-
cround. While he anticipates Al and
deepfakes to dominate the digital

battleground in the next polling sea-
son, the impact of regulations
on social media’s role in the

electoral process remains
uncertain.
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voices, as the brand doesn’t utilise official
channels,” said the retailer association.

Poco did not respond to emails seeking
comment on grey market practices.
However, in a recent statement, country
head Himanshu Tandon said the company
isworking with legitimate channels, includ-
ing strategic partnerships with Jio Mart
Digital as its official offline distributor for
mainlineretail partners.

In the case of Realme, retailers allege
that even before its new phone, Realme P1,
was launched, the model had flooded the
orey market. ORA wrote tothe brand: “We
have been informed by the directors of
Realme that the above model would be
launched on April 22. But the grey market
is already flooded with stocks of the above
model, and the product has found its way
into the retailer’sshelves.” Realmedid not
respond to ET'semails seeking comments.

Smartphone brands generally respond to
retailer demands, promising to fix issues

with them to identify solu- i and coordinate better. Heads
tions that benefit all parties, OnePlusis of retailer associations are
most importantly one that in active often invited tolaunches and
benefits our consumers.” factory visits, and are grant-
Refuting claims by retail communication \f!ith ed regular meetingswithtop
bodies that the company retail bodiesandis leadership.

does not have a good distri- dedicated to Thistime, industry experts
bution network, it says it op- il:ldrESEiI'IE recent point toa Catch-22 situation.
erates through various 3 While increasing margins
channels, including its own matters and supply arenecessary for
experience stores, ecom- Spoklesperson, OnePlus the retail expansion of

merce platforms and large-
format retail stores like Reliance Digital,
Vijay Sales and Croma. It has announced a
partnership with Jio Mart Digital,
Reliance's electronics distribution arm, to
sell its entire portfolio at over
a3 00 retail stores in India.
Retailers are also protesting
against Poco, which had
promised to distribute its
products nationwide through
distributors, but remains ab-
sent in retail stores. In a letter
to the company, All
India Mobile
Retailers
Association alleges
that the brand is collud-
ing with ecommerce plat-
formstodistribute products through
unauthorised channels, bypassing
distributors and evading taxes. “This
encompasses situations where both ag-
gregators and students buy in bulk using
credit cards and distribute to retailers with-
out proper documentation or legitimate in-

brands, the high cost over-
headsof retail channelsareeating mtotheir
profits, especially at a time when there is
growing government pressure on them to
improve profitability
“The cost structures of both business
modelsare slightly different. In online busi-
ness, the cost structures are slightly more
competitive because vou don't have a large
infrastructure of logistics, deliveries and
warehousing, which the partner platform
takes care of. In the retail world, the busi-
ness model is a little more expensive, be-
cause there are margins, multiple layersof
distribution, in-store branding and pro-
moters, whichadd tothecost,” says Sudhin
Mathur, smartphone industry consultant
and a former MD of Motorola.
Smartphone industry consultant Sharma
saystheonly way for brands toincrease mar-
zins is toraise prices, which is not easy ina
highly competitive industry “Brands would
liketomaintain the status gquo, but thestatus
quo seems to be unacceptable to sellers,”
says sharma.
subhrofit mallicktwtimesgroup.com
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Indian spice companies are feeling the heat in the global market—while Hong Kong and
Singapore have recalled some products, US has rejected a number of shipments. The
regulator needs to act fast to reassure customers at home and abroad

Shantanu Nandan Sharma
|

t was just a routine food surveillance
exercise in Tsim Sha Tsul, a shopping
hub known for its hotels and restau-
rants overlooking the Victoria Harbour
in Hong Kong. The Centre for Food
Safety, a government entity, collected sam-
ples of spices from some retail outlets.
Unexpectedly, the test revealed the presence
of a pesticide, ethylene oxide, in four prod-
ucts of two popular Indian spice brands—
MDH"s Madras Curry Powder, Sambhar
Masala and Curry Powder, and Everest's
Fish Curry Masala. It had a domino effect
acrosstheregion evenascountriesacrossthe
globe sat upand wondered if’ there wasa pes-
ticide in their curry. The authorities in Hong
Kong swittly directed vendors to remove the
itemsfromshelvesand stoptheirsale. Within
a fortnight, the Singapore Food Agency or-
dered a local importer; SP Muthiah & Sons
Pte Ltd, torecall Everest's Fish Curry Masala
from thecity stateand wentasfarasadvising
people who had consumed it and had health
concerns to‘seek medical advice™.

Indian spice companies arefeelingthe heat
in the global market. Australia is contems-
plating a course of action and has not ruled
out a recall. The Maldives, amid diplomatic
tensions with India, has gone a step further
and banned the sale of Everest and MDH
products. The US, a key importer, has
ramped up inspection and rejected a num-
ber of Indian spice shipments due to salmo-
nella contamination.

Experts believe that timely action by Indian
regulators and the cleaningupof the
domestic spice market are essen-
tial toregain trust across
the border; a prerequisite
for the country’s spice in-
dustrv toachieve the goal of
$10 hillion export by 2080.

India is both the biggest con-
sumer and exporter of spices,
Called the spice bowl of the
world, it cultivates morethan 75
spices. The country'sspice exports
in FY23-24 were valued at $4.25 bil-
lion. The major spices exported
from India include chilli powder,
cumin, turmeric, “curry powder and
paste”, cardamom, pepper, coriander
and nutmeg.

“Inordertoreestablish credibility in
the global market, Indianeedstoclean
up its domestic production system
through regular inspection, tests, ete,”
says Javant Dasgupta, former Indian
ambassador to the World Trade
Organization (WTO). “If we improve the
gquality of ourdomestic spice market, ourex-
port gquality will also see an improvement,”
he says, adding that major spice exporters
probably source ingredients from smaller
producers that cater todomestic markets,

Estimating that the recent dispute could af-
fectspiceexports worth $700million, areport
published by Delhi-based think tank, Global
Trade Research Initiative (GTRI), said last
week that the overall situation called for “a
fundamental shift in how India handles food
safety”, adding that transparency, stringent
enforecement and clear communication are
critical “to maintain the integrity of itsex-
ports and domestic products alike™.

According to Dasgupta, the European
Union, known for its strict standards, must
have taken note of the dispute by now. “We
may hear from the bloc soon,” he says, add-
ing that if the EU detects an anomaly in an
agricultural product, it will immediately
destroy the affected consignment rather
than return it, a measure for which it in-
vokes select WTO provisions.

WHAT NEXT?
The trajectory of the present controversy
may largely depend on the response of other
prominent importers. China, India’s primary
spice destination, with imports totalling $928
million in FY24, has sofar remained silent.
Aunstralia has not dismissed the possibility
of recalling certain spice products from
India. In an email response to ET's query, a
spokeswoman of Food Standards Australia
New Zealand (FSANZ)saystheyareawareof
“the potential contamination of spice prod-
ucts from India™ aswell as the action taken in
Hong Kong and Singapore. “We are working
with federal, state and territory food enforce-
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Vanishing Vanaspati

While the consumption of vanaspati has drastically declined,
It still occupies a big fat role in the calculation of WPI

a'};f'

ment agencies to
determine if fur-
ther action is re-
quired in Australia
{e.g.afoodrecall),” sheadds, add-
ing that “ethylene oxide is not per-
mitted to be used as a treatment for

foods sold in Australia™.

Everest, which produces more than 10 mil-
lion spice packetsaday and exportsto over 60
countries, says that some nations dodemand
atreatment by ethylene oxide, which is basi-
cally “agasandnot an ingredient thatcan be
added toany product”, adding that the pesti-
cideis primarilv used tocontrol microorgan-
ism and pathogens in food products to
achieve a longer shelf life.

In a written reply to ET's queries, a com-
pany spokesperson says, “Everest Fish
Curry Masala, which became a matter of
controversy, was one of 33 products that
were sent for trial and testing in the Hong
Kong market. The food safety authorities
asked to recall only one product.” The
spokesperson says the company had to ac-
cept the recall as their local importer “did
not wish to confront the authorities”.

Reiterating that the spices which the com:-
pany sells in India and abroad are safe, the
spokesperson says the ethylene oxide treat-
ment is not used for domestic items. “In an
international market, the products go

\DIA’'S SPICE TOP 10'INDIAN SP
EXPORTS (in 8 million) EXPORTED IN FY2023
4500 . (inTcr)
4102
i | Chill 10,445 mm——u
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3000 Spice Qils 4,085 m——
2500 Mint Products 3573
3000 2038 Turmeric 1,666 mm
1500 Curry Powder/Paste 1,416 mm
Cardamom 875 m
Pepper 726 m
Coriander 665 W
2001-02 2011-12 202122 Other SEE_":'E 480 m
Source: Silcos Boafd Source: Spices Board

through ships, ports and long travel days in
the sea, and our consignment has to go
through adverse weather conditions.
Accordingly, to avoid any adverse effects on
the products, a few countries like the US and
Canada prefer ethylene oxide sterilisation
overother methods for food safety™
Theacceptance of ethyleneoxidediffersin
different geographies. Inthe US, itisallowed
to a level whereas it is banned in spices for
domestic consumption in India. In

Singapore, as stated in a Singapore Food
Agency statement issued on April 18, “it is
not authorised for use in food™ but “can be
used to fumigate agricultural products to
prevent microbial contamination”.

ET did not get any response from MDH, the
other exporter at the centre of the controver-
sy. Earlier, the company’s statement, as re-
ported by news agency PTI, said the allega-

tions were “baseless, untrue” and
“lack any substantiating
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ernment incentivising the
import of refined oils,
which proved to be the
single biggest factor re-

sponsible for the cooking oil had come to
slowdeathof the Indiaand people started re-
vanaspatiindus- alising that it was better

tryv. *“Refined oils re-
placed vanaspati in
making jalebis and

—
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evidence”.
“The Spices
Board is trying to ad-
dress these problems in a
transparent manner,” savs
! board member S Thirumurugan,
wha is also a cardamom grower in
Theni, Tamil Nadu.

Finally it did. In a nine-page circular dated
May 7, the Spices Board, a regulatory author-
ity promoting the export of Indian spices,
advised exporters to “identify EtO as a hagz-
ard” and take measures “to ensure the ab-
sence of EtO and its metabolites in spices
and spice products throughout the supply
chain”. The agency under the Union minis-
trv of commerce and industry further said,
“Exportersshall test raw materials, process-
ing aids, packaging materials and finished
goods for EtO contamination. Tt advised the
firms to “perform a root cause analysis” if
they detected it, to avoid future recurrence.

Another member of the Spices Board and
director of Assam-based spice company
Sigma Spice Industries, Gautam Ghosh, says
thereare meticulously crafied protocols both
forexports and domestic markets. *“At Sigma,
we sign an agreement with a supplier only
after itagreestomeet our parameters. Oncea
consignment arrives, we do some basic tests
in our own labs,” says Ghosh, whose compa-
nv, which caters only to the domestic market,

which cannot operate at thin
margins, to exit this catego-
ry. By the 1970s, refined

than vanaspati.”
Along with the influx of

——
—
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EVEREST RESPONDS

‘Ethylene Oxide
is Used for
Sterilisation.
Many Countries
Demand It’

A spokesperson of India's leading
spice exporter Everest responds to
ET's gueries on the recall of its Fish
Curry Masala by Hong Kong and
Singapore. Edited excerpts

On the recall of its product by Hong
Kong and Singapore:

A recall is a very standard process
followed in the food industry by all
countries, and it does not mean the
brand has been banned. Everest is not
banned in Hong Kong, Singapore or
any other country.

On the presence of high levels of
ethylene oxide in its products:

Many major countries demand
ethylene oxide (EtO) treatment. It is
basically a gas and not an ingredient.
EtO is largely used by food
companies and pharma companies for
sterilisation purposes. It is primarily
used to control microorganisms and
pathogens in food products, for a
longer shelf life.

On the details of the recall:
Everest Fish Curry Masala, which
became a matter of controversy, was
one of 33 products that were sent for
trial and testing in the Hong
Kong market. In Hong Kong, the
food safety authorities ordered
the recall of only one product and
passed the remaining 32 products.
Our local importer did not wish to
confront the authorities. Hence
they accepted the recall process
in Hong Kong. Singapore never
tested the Fish Curry Masala.
They only followed the Hong
Kong recall order.

On whether ethylene oxide
in present in its domestic
products:
The spices we sell in India do
not require or undergo EtO
treatment. In an international
market, the products go through
ships, ports and long travel days
W., in the sea, and our consignment
has to go through adverse weather
conditions. Accordingly, to avoid
any adverse effects on the products,
a few countries like the US and
Canada prefer EtO sterilisation
over other sterilisation
methods for food safety,
which is a common norm
globally. Every country has
its own parameters and we treat
products based on the importer's
request to meet the norms of the
respective importing country.

—

has set up laboratories in Guwahati and
Jorhat in Assam and Varanasi inUP

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India(FSSAI, aregulatormandated tocheck
the standards of food articles consumed in
the country, has recently said that it has been
collecting samples of branded spices and dis-
missed reports that it allowed high levels of
pesticide residues in spices and herbs.

However, widespread production of illicit
and inferior spicesisaconcern in India. Last
weelk, the Delhi Police seized 15 tonnes of
spurious spice powder from factories in
Karawal Nagar. While busting the masala
racket, the police also recovered rotten rice,
spoiled pearimillets and wood dust that were
used to make adulterated spice powder.

These have been disastrous signs for
India’s spice trade whose exports have
climbed steadilv from $408 million in FY2002
to $4.2 billion now. During the 14th World
Spice Congress held in Navi Mumbai last
September; officialssaid India’sspice export
s expected toreach $10 billion by 2030,

ThespiceroutetoIndiaisacoupleof millen-
nia old. Romans undertook voyages to India
mainly for spices. Under the Romans,
Alexandria became the greatest commercial
centreof the world and “was also the leading
emporium for the aromatic and pungent
spicesof India,” according to Britannica,

If that legacy hastoendure, regulators have
to put their foot down and spice companies
havetocleanuptheiract.

shantanu.sharmaiatimesgroup.com
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ain in it. This forced the MNCs,

announce that their products
werenow freeof unsaturated
fatty acids. Despite these ef-
forts, the decline in the
household consumption

versed, However, it contin-
ues to be used as margarine
in processed foods and the

Jayashree Bhosale

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, one of
the main responsibilities of a young
Rupinder Sodhi was to keep an eye
out for the arrival of a truck that
woutld carry tins of vanaspati to the
ration shop at Sector 1, RK Puram in
Delhi. “Tused to keep watch on the ar-
rival of the truck with supplies of
Dialda and Rath vanaspati and would
immediately inform the entire neigh-
bourhood to rush to the ration shop
before the stocks got exhausted. We
had to stand in long queues to get our
monthly quota of about 5 kg vanas-
pati,” recalls Sodhi, who isnow in his
B0s. Long after playing the vanaspati
watchman, Sodhi went on to work at
Amul, the largest dairy cooperative
which is also a top producer of ghee,
for more than 40 years and retired as
its managing director:

The golden vanaspati, the Indian
term for hvdrogenated vegetable oil,
looks like ghee but itisn't. However, it
1s much cheaper than the dairy fat.

In the 1930s, it arrived in Indian
kKitchens in cans of Dalda, the first
and most popular brand of vanas-
patiin the country, It became an inte-
gral part of Indian cooking in the
19505 and '60s.

Even today, vanaspati has the
highest weightage in the hasket of
cooking oils, whose prices are
monitored by the government to

calculate the Wholesale Price Index
(WPI). However, in the past one and a
half decade, the consumption of
vanaspati hasdeclined—fromaround
6% of total cooking oil consumption
in2010-11 toabout 3% in 2022-23.
While there are many brands of
vanaspati—Rath, Anchal, Gagan,
Scooter; Raag, Gemini, Nature
Fresh, Shakti Bhogand Rasoi,
among others—Dalda be-
camea generic word for it.

GOLDEN FAT

Dalda was brought to the
market of pre-independent

tomake vanaspati.

Sachin Ranka, a third-generation
wholesaler of grains and cooking
oils in Ahmednagar, Maharashtra,
recalls that even 20 years ago, con-
sumptionof vanaspati was very com-
mon. “Ghee was consumed by the
middle class upwards. Every grocery
list for wedding feasts included
7-8 tins of 15 kg vanaspati.
Now the demand has drasti-
cally comedown.”

Bharat Mutha, a whole-
saler of cooking oils in
Nashik, Maharashtra, says

that when vanaspati con-

India by a British company sumption was at its peak,
called Lever Brothers, Consumptionof therewerehardlyanycom-
which is today known as wvanaspatihas panies selling ghee. It was
Unilever. The cheaper al- declinedinthe  available only in the unor-
ternative to ghee became country-=from ganised sector. Then, in the
suchakitchenstapleinfree  around 6% of 1960s, Amul started selling
India that the government totalcookingoil ghee. Still, its consumption
had toration it. Even today, consumption was limited to the upper
there is a huge difference in2010-11to classes in big cities. It was
between the prices of ghee about3%in only in the 1990s, post liber-
and vanaspati; whilegheeis 2022-23 alisation, that packed and

available for 540 a kilo, the
latter costs just 90,

In the 1970s and 1980s, the govern-
mentsupplied imported cookingoils
at subsidised rates tolicensed vanas-
pati manufacturers. The price of
vanaspati was controlled by the gov-
ernment tomake it affordable to con-
sumers, There was even a govern-
ment company, the Hindustan
Vegetable Oils Corporation (HVOC),

branded ghee became in-
creasingly available to consumers.
As disposal income grew, consum-
ers moved away from vanaspati, says
an Adani Wilmar spokesperson.
Industry veterans recall that vanas-
pati, which Indians had embraced as
amodern means of cooking, came to
be associated with the tood of the
poor: “The distribution of vanaspati
through the public distribution sys-

tem
(PDS) was

one of the

reasons for its association with the
poor,” says Mutha.

Devendra Shah, chairmanof Parag
Milk Foods, whichlaunched ghee un-
der the Gowardhan brand in the late
19905, says, “Thefirst thing to change
with an improvement in lifestvle is
food. As disposable income grows,
peopleupgrade their food. With grow-
ing incomes, people started shifting
from vanaspati to packed ghee.”

REFINED OIL IS FINE

Then came imported refined oils.
Although India was heading towards
self-sufficiency in food grains and
milk with green and white revolu-
tions, it was facing a shortage of
cooking oils. The widening gap be-
tween the demand and supply of
cookingoils in the 1980s led to the gov-

every other Indian
sweet, Refined palm
01l became especially
popular with halwais
and the hotel industry”
savs Mutha.

A government report
from 1997, which dis-
cussed the losses faced
by HVOC, observes that

the production of vanaspati

suffered after the industry
was delicensed in July 1991.
“The consumer preference 1s
gradually shifting from vanas-
pati to refined oils. The per
capita demand of vanaspati
has fallen and that of refined oils
has risen. Almost 40% of the
vanaspafti industry is ly-
ing idle in India. Edible
oil was placed under
OGL (open general 1i-
cence) by the
Government of &
India in March
1995, Its free import

cheap refined oils and the e baking industry.

erowingavailabilityof ghee 1ne declinein The cooking oil industry
in the organised sector, con- the household has been pleading with the
troversies and rumours SonsUmMptionof ..., sovernment to take
spread, and vanaspati fell vanaspati has note of the change in con-
off the kirana list. “There NOtreversed. ..o, hrofarences and re-
were rumours that vanas- BYtit continues .. ¢, welghtage of oilsin
pati was made from animal t0beusedin the edible oil basket of WPL
fatorbeef tallow, Thismade Processed The Solvent Extractors’
vegetarians desert vanas- '““‘E"“ and the Association (SEA), which

baking industry

pati,” says Mutha.

Pune-based Sunanda
Desale, who is in her 60s, says, “We
used to have vanaspati just like ghee
about 10-15 vears ago. We spread it on
chappati, added a spoonful to rice and
made sabudana khichdi with it. But
we started hearing that it had animal
fat. It was also not considered to be
good for the heart.™

OUT, TRANS FAT, OUT
This was the time when people
becameawareol transfatsthat
can clog arteries. And there
were high levelsof transtats
in hydrogenated vanas-
pati. Doctors started ad-

hasfurther addedtothe S vising people toavoid food
competition,” it says. Agovernment  madein‘dalda’akavanaspati,
Former Amul man reportfrom which led to a further decline
Sodhi, who is now the 1997o0bserves ijitsconsumption.
president of the Indian thatthe per The Food Safety Standards
Dairy Association, says, ¢€apitademand Authority of India went on
“After theliberalisationof — of vanaspati to say trans fat in vanaspati
the economy, everyone hasfallen should be limited to 2%. The
started manufacturing andthatof scourge of trans fats also
ghee and it becameacom- refined oils forced leading vanaspati
modity There wasnomar- hasrisen brands, including Dalda, to

represents the cooking oil
industry, recently wrote to
the central government: “The con-
sumption pattern of edible oils has to-
tally changed in the last few years.
Price sensitivity and availability are
thetopfactorsthathaveled toachange
intheconsumption patternof cooking
pils, followed by health factors.”
AccordingtoSEA, the consumptionof
cooking oils has increased from 162.71
lakh tonnes in 2010-11 to 251.78 lakh
tonnes in 2022-23, up by 154%.
Meanwhile, the consumption ot
vanaspati has fallen from 9.89 lakh
tonnesto7.5lakh tonnes, down by 24%
during the same period.

The tables have turned: ghee and
butter are now hailed as healthy
cooking fats. “A lot is being written
about ghee in the US. This has in-
creased the demand for its export,”
says Shah of Parag Milk Foods.

Dairyvman Sodhi says the Indian
consumer’s choice of cooking fat
has come full circle—from home-
made ghee to vanaspati to refined
olils and back to ghee,

Javashree bhosaleatimesgroup.com
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PADMAAVAT KE DIRECTOR-SAAB, A GOOD DOSE OF SECULAR FEMINISM THIS TIME?

With Heeramandi, Sanjay Leela Bhansali has joined the Hindi cinema patriotism game, only to refute it - hurrah! But coming from a filmmaker who has depicted crude clichés before, it seems too scripted - boo!

The film’s subversive strands are eclipsed by its
focus on visual grandeur than characterisation

FILM FATALE

ANNA MM VETTICAD

Solomon Grunedy,
Bornafilmmaker on Monday
Feministon Tuesday,
Patriarchalon Wednesday,
Liberalon Thursday,
Islamophobicon Frida)
Ctheringon Saturday,
Normalising on Sunday,
Thatisthetale

O Solomon Grundy

With due apologies to the English nursery
rhyme’s anonymous creator, my mind spon-

taneously adapted it after I watched Sanjay
Leela Bhansali's Heeramandi, the largely
bland Hindi-Urdu series on Netflix this week.

Heeramandi is set among the tawaifs of La-
hore during the Quit India movement. When
viewed in isolation, there is much to com-
mend in the stances Bhansali isevidently tak-
ing on the show, For instance, his decision to
set the story in Lahore, rather than any other
part of undivided India where nawabs and
nautch girls were to be found.

Lahore is now in Pakistan, a country that
has been obsessively portraved in nationalist
Hindi cinema as a ‘dushman desh’ filled with
cluttonous monsters intent on swallowing
Kashmir Propaganda is a psychological
rame that employs word and image associ-
ations to manipulate a people. By showing
Heeramandi's tawaifs repeatedly advocating
for ‘mulk’ (country), ‘mitti’ (land), ‘vatan’
(homeland)and ‘azaadi’ (freedom) - all catch-
words of patriotism in Hindi cinema - Bhan-
sali joins the game torefute it.

The motherland on this show is India. But
love for her is being expressed by women of a
city that went to Pakistan after Partition.
They don't fit the stereotype of the evil Pakds-
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TILL HIS NEXT MOVIE?

tani that dominates popular Hindi cinema.  These multiple subversive strands in the

These are women who look like us, sound
likeus, bleed like us when struck by British
weapons. Theyareus. Howthencantheybe
the Other?

Heeramandi isalsoovertly feminist inits de-
piction of these self-respecting, intelligent
women who, despite their marginalisation,
contradict the sterectype of the hapless op-
pressed Muslim woman prevalent even in
contemporary India.

film are overshadowed, unfortunately, by
Bhansali's tendency to prioritise visual gran-
deur over characterisation - he seems to look
upon people ina scene with the eve of an inte-
riordesignerarrangingfurniture—-and by his
wildly inconsistent politics.

Odd days: glorifying sati.

Evendays: empowering women characters.

Odd days: demonising Muslims.

Even days: busting anti-Muslim clichés.

Heeramandi cannot offset the damage
wrought by that other Bhansali directorial
venture, Padmaavat (2018), which remains
one of Hindi filmdom’s biggest box office
grossers. At a time when Islamophobia in In-
dia has turned into a din, Bhansali chose to
pander to majoritarian forees in Padmaavat.
Alauddin Khilji (Ranveer Singh) and others
in Padmaavat were painted as animalistic
creatures literally tearing into meat and
women, in keeping with the right-wing view
of Muslims as savages, while the infidelity of
the lustful but wellmannered Hindu king
{(Shahid Kapoor)was pitched as romance.

A procession of tawaifs defying the British
in Heeramandi unwittingly harks back to the
carefully choreographed procession of wom-
en, led by a perfectlv-styled Deepika Padu-
kone, heading to their customary suicide in
Padmaavat's jauhar scene,

Jauhar was a Rajput practice requiring
women to jump to their deaths i a fire to es-
cape rape by an invading army; It was based

on the understanding that a husband has an
exclusive right to his wife's body, and if his
property were to be utilised by a third party,
then it must be deemed as soiled beyond re-
demption and therefore, discarded.

Inan India that continues to devalue women
who have been raped, Bhansali chose to ro-
manticise jauhar in Padmaavat through a
voiceover, and his framing of that scene al-
most asa glamorous fashion parade,

Feminism and minority rights are com-
mitments, not passing fancies, If a film-
makeralternates between progressive and
regressive values in his works, it is logical
to wonder whether those values stem from
conviction, or the audience he has chosen
topleaseonagivenday

Spare me the liberalism and feminism of
Heeramandi. Thev mean little when com-
ing from the Bhansali who also made Pad-
maavat.

Thewriter isauthoraf The Adventuresaf
an Intrepid Film Critic

RED HERRING

INDRAJIT HAZRA

Big Wobbles May Be
Temporary, But the
Tempos Are Forever

‘Ambani-Adani’ sending vans with cash
to Congress is an odd image to pull out

There are very few things as fascinating as the Big
Wobble. I saw it in front of my eves at Bernabeu Stadi-
um on late Wednesday night - relax HR, [ was WFH
{(watching from home)- when the ever-so-dependable
hands of Bayern Munich goalkeeper Manuel Neuer
spilled an easy-peasy save, resulting in the spraved
ball being tapped into the net like a billiard ball by Re-
al Madrid striker Joselu to equalise with two minutes
left in regulation time,

Till the 88th minute, Bayern had seen itself within
pinching distance of reaching the Champions
League final to face their German arch-rivals Borus-
sia Dortmund. But then, Big Wobble struck.

Once Big Wobbled, vou saw Teutonic calimness — yves,
that's a Pitroda-esque ethnological cliché, so kill me -
give way to decapitated chicken paniec. And sure
enough, with 10 minutes of added time, a double-es-
pressoed Real Madrid tucked in the winning goal and
called in the fat lady to sing. Final scoreline; Real 2
Tropicana Munich 1.

As it happens, earlier the same day; there was anoth-
er Big Wobble. For anyone who cares to acknowledge
strange messaging in BJP these days, at an election
rally at Karimnagar in Telangana, the prime minis-
ter accused Congress of striking a deal with Ambani-
Adani’ to make ‘shehzada’-that is, the prince former-
Iy known as Rahul Gandhi - stop his usual tirade
against the Thompson and Thomson of India Inc. Es-
pecially visual was the question that BJP's guarantor
presented to the crowd: "Were tempos filled with cur-
rency notes sent to Congress?' Narendra Modi chan-
nelled his inner Gabbar, asking, Ambani-Adani se
kitna maaluthava hai?”

To charge one’s principal opponent of getting paid
by corporatefat cats spastorefrain from casting slurs
against those very corporatefat catsisusually seen as
amild rhetorical device used for political virtue-sig-
nalling by everyone but Che t-shirt-wearers. That Mo-
di was overturning the usual narrative of Gandhi -
that BJP was in league with AA, making the central
government a Deewar-flavoured ‘suited-booted sar-

kar’ - would have
been  chuckle-in-
ducing...

...were it not for
the fact that Modi
had just conjured
up the image of
AA doing unto
Congress what
Congress usually §
accuses AA of do- ==
ing unto BJP: fill- % 1l
ing tempos with . '
dubious cash. (In-
terestingly, ‘tem-
po’ is the generic

SCREAMING ABOUT

name given in In-
dia to open-back HUSH MONEY
VAns originally

manufactured by the Hamburg-based Vidal & Sohn
Tempo-Werke that shut shop in 1977.) Who needs
electoral bonds when vou have tempos?

Effectively, Modi was accusing AA of bribing Con-
oress to make Gandhi shut up. Or, let me rephrase;
Was Modi accusing AA of bribing Congress to make
Gandhi shut up? Congress response was, unsurpris-
ingly, very Congress-like. Partymen trotted up in-
stances since elections were announced — the dura-
tion that the PM said Gandhihad been mum about any
AA-Gol nexus —of their boss bringing up the "govern-
ment-industrialists complex’. They even made the by-
now guite reasonable demand in ED-CBI season that
Enforcement Directorate and CBI look into AA possi-
bly laundering money on the back of open vans.

Modi's 'sudden’ lurch towards national socialism
or critique of crony capitalist behaviour — may well
be seen by hisadmirers as aclever countermove to hit
two birds with one stone: one, get rid of any ‘suited-
booted’ connotation during this poll season that his
government may reek of for some non-attar-applied
nostrils; two, come across as amorerelatable Thomas
Picketty of Indian politics than any entitled member
of the opposition.

But what about AA? Even if vou believe that the PM
picked up the phone and called A and A, telling them,
‘Listen, I'll have to badmouth you a bit for a bigger
cause. Don't mind, people are liable to wonder well af-
ter the hurly-burly’s done and the electoral battle’s
lost and won. where AA stands in the scheme of
things. And more importantly, where a BJP govern-
ment stands in its dealings with India Ine in general,
and AA in particular.

Whether BJP forms the next government or not, we
may have just witnessed a Great Wobble, Every time
AA interacts with a future government, we shall now
see tempos.

indrajit. hazra@timesgroup.com

GOT YOUR DIGITAL DOPPELGANGER YET?

Digital clones - Al-created replicas of yourself - can take multitasking to a whole new level. But hang on a second...

DATA CRUNCHER

Recently, I found one of my acquaint-
ances giving expert opinions on two
TV channels simultaneously, Both, I
reasoned, can't be live programmes.
Or, is that possible in today’s tech-dri-
ven world?

Last year. Wall Street Journal colum-
nist Joanna Stern wrote an article, ‘I
Cloned Myself With Al. She Fooled My
Bank and My Family', Even though Al
Joanna was able to trick the voice bio-
metric system on her credit card, the
automated system asked for additional
verification when a video intern for
WSJ called and did her best Joanna im-
pression,

Influencer Caryn Marjorie launched
Carynal, a speech-based chatbot, last
vear. CarynAl functions as a 'virtual
eirlfriend’ and has a voice and demea-
nour like Marjorie in real life. People
actually paid $1 a minute to chat with
CarynAl

This chatbot reminds me of the 2013
SF romantic drama film, Her. The
Spike Jonze film follows Theodore
Twombly (Joaquin Phoenix), who de-
velops a relationship with Samantha
{(Scarlett Johansson), an Al virtual as-
sistant personified through a female

Of Fans & Fanatics, and

voice, Things geteeriedown the way.

Humans are creating their own digital
clonesoutof theirdesireto become many.
Several companies are offering clones at
a ‘low price’. This represents a paradigm
shift in how people engage in their per-
sonal and professional lives. Today, au-
dio-video footage will suffice to make a
clone in place of DNA. Information from
various sources, including podcasts, vid-
e0s, and texts, is amalgamated to create a
replica that can mimic the user's speech,
voice, ideas, and even humour:

The term ‘digital thought clone' was
first used by Jon Truby and Rafael
Dean Brown in a 2021 paper, ‘Human
digital thought clones: the Holy Grail
of artificial intelligence for big data'.
The paper describes the evolution of
digital cloning into a more advanced

personalised form that consists of a
‘replica of all known data and beha-
viour on a specific living person, re-
cording in real time their choices, pref-
erences, behavioural trends, and deci-
sion-making processes’.

Such adigital clone can communicate
with yvour loved ones, respond to
emails, and manage your social media
accounts. Creators, influencers, and
business professionals aremeticulous-
ly crafting clones of themselves with
startling, lifelike precision.

Music producer Raymond Ibanga Jr
a.l.a. llmind launched All His Wisdom,
a ‘smart and intuitive’ Al-powered clone
that advises aspiring producers. Deepak
Chopra developed a life-like Al version
of himself for Zoom calls. Your GP is
probably making plans right now to in-

When will your clone remain your clone? He or
she could one day say that you are his/her clone
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WELL, IT'SSTILL IN AKBCBETA STAGE

Being Loud 'n’ Proud

Pride in pursuing an interest has become so fervent that achievement's secondary

NO OFFENCE

crease his practice by setting up a Chat
GP2 dead ringer;

So, are we moving towards an era
when many people can receive individ-
ualised instruction from ‘'manyv’ coach-
es and experts at a significantly re-
duced cost? Will politicians and CEQOs
have digital doubles to attend separate
meetings simultaneously? Could elec-
tion campaigns make good use of such
digital doubles by being in many places
at the same time without the sameness
of media coverage?

And what about ordinary people? Can
four of me divide the load and work on a
meeting, teach my students, write thisco-
lomm and watch a movie? As Truby and
Brown explain in their paper, the com-
mercial Holy Grail for profit-seeking big
data firms and advertisers, who have
commeoditised forecasts of digital beha-
viourdata, will be digital thought clones.

As almost identical Al counterparts
take on human duties, there are, of
course, significant worries about iden-
tity theft, job displacement, and de-
cline of genuine (sic) human connec-
tion. Will individual coaches and
teachers become obsolete? Should im-
portant biometric information, such
as voice and physical characteristics,
be accessible to create these clones?

Can machines be trusted to operate, giv-
en the plethora of available parameters?
CanaJoe Bidenclone meetupwitha Ben-
jamin Netanvahu clone to talk about the
Israel-Iran conflict without officially
talking? What if Dr Jekyll's Al clone acts
as Mr Hyde? And when will vour clone re-
main vour clone? He or she could one day
jolly well turn around and say that yvou
are his/her clone,

The writer is professor of statistics,
Indian Statistical Institute (1S1), Kolkata
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Beethoven’s Hair

Isitsaved as arelic, like inthe case of
religious relics?

A few locks were in fact preserved
but the real story is what new anal-
ysis of the hair reveals about the
legendary composer’s physical ail-
ments including, most famously;
his deafness.

Ah! What was the hypothesis about
that?

There were, as vou could imagine,
many. Apart from deafness he also
struggled with stomach cramps,
flatulence and diarrhea. So, a wide
rangeof reasons have beendebated
—from irritable bowel syndrome to
syphilis.

For an immensely talented, success-
ful person, that sounds quite miser-
able!

Indeed. His fans, up to the present
day, have been
agog to know
what might
have caused
the miserv
DNA analysis
has now pro-
gressed suffi-
ciently to hold
outclues.

And? What did it say?

The director of the lab which did
the analysis told The New York
Times that one lock of his hair had
over 250 micrograms of lead per
gram of hair while another had 380
micrograms, Normal level is sup-
posed to be less than 4 micrograms
of lead per gram of hair.

Whoa! Was he drinking lead?
That’s not inaccurate. One likely

WORD COUNTS

TUSHAR GORE

Fervent enthusiasm in sports
and politics is nothing new. Re-
ligion was the original activity
of choice for displaying fanati-
cal interest. The dictionary de-
fines the word fanatic as "a per-
son with obsessive interest in
and enthusiasm for a particu-
lar activity," The Latin root for
fanatic is fanum - temple
which explains the original as-
sociation of the word with reli-
gious passion.

There are silent fanatics who
keep their firmly held positions
to themselves. There 18 also a
proud display of such enthusi-
asm, evident in fan behaviour
during major events. Lately, a
similar type of behaviour is no-
ticeable in other pursuits. Peo-
ple used to be enthusiasts, ama-
teurs, dilettantes, and aficiona-
dos and casually pursued hob-
bies and time-pass activities
without much fanfare and pub-
licity, Not anymore. There is
zeal and enthusiasm in all such
dabbling.

Moreover, this is not silent fer-
vour. Here is an intense pride
about having this
focus, And this
pride about the
pursuit  is ex-
pressed so fervent-
ly that just the pur-
suit and interest
are made out to be
an achievement in
themselves and be-
comeadistinguish-

ing personality
trait. [ know some-
one zealously

proud of his affec-
tion for, and inter-
est in, Indian clas-
sical musie. Any
actual  achieve-

ment and competence in the field
of interest seems secondary.

This recent rise in fervent dilet-
tantism' has multiple causes that
include an increase in disposable
income, and the rise of social
media. The first allows for a sub-
stantial investment in pursuing
non-income-generating activ-
ities. The second enables broad-
casting one’s activities and satis-
fies the desire to stand out,

Playwright and scholar Purush-
ottam Laxman Deshpande - affec-
tionately known as PL in English
and Pul.a in Marathi — described
similar behaviour in his satirical
essay onthecharacteristics of Pu-
nekars, the inhabitants of Pune.

In his 1990 essay, which suc-
cinctly and hilariouslv dissects

the Maharashtrian identity
and the differences between ci-
tizens of Mumbai, Pune, and
Nagpur (Mumbaikars, Pune-
kars, Nagpurkars), PL jokes
that one trait that sets Pune-
kars apart is their fiery pride
for their city and aspects of
Pune life.

He further observes that the
point of pride need not only be
consequential facts, such as
Pune’s association with Shivaji,

Surge in 'fervent
dilettantism' is
tied to increased
disposable income
and social media
growth

WHAT PUNJAB LEARNT FROM PUNE

or its link with leaders such as
Lokmanya Tilak. There is legiti-
mate pride even for seemingly
mundane aspects, such as the
number of the local community’s
Ganesh idols in the immersion
procession line during Ganesh
Chaturthi.

Besides the inherent satisfac-
tion of having this point of
pride, such self-regard serves
another purpose and enables
another Punekar characteris-
tie — as noted by PL, the ability
todebate and challenge any top-
ic and point of view For exam-
ple, taking pride in ‘indige-
nous’ games to question and
criticise the importance shown
to ericket. Or, to take pride in
Gopal Agarkar as a reformer
and freedom fighter during the
birth celebration of Tilak or
Mohandas Gandhi,

Despite such passionate dif-
ferences about myriad topics,
Punekars have skilfully man-
aged a long historv of peaceful
existence. This Pune mindset
will be in much demand, as
thereis growth in groups inter-
ested in — proudly interested in
- a wide variety of activities,
such as photography, model
railroads, single malt, an-
tigues, etcetera etcetera.

Pune was the administrative
centre of the Maratha empire.
At its zenith, it covered a large
part of modern India - from
Punjab to some parts of Tamil
Nadu, and from Rajasthan to Od-
i1sha. (Yet another matter for Pu-
nekars to be fiercely proud of.)

Modern trends. however, have
done more to disperse this
Pune trait across India -
and the world —than the Ma-
ratha empire’s far-reaching
geographical conguest.
While satirising this Pune-
kar attribute in the 1990s,
PLnever imagined it would
be this widely held one day.
Should this universalisa-
tion of fervent pride fill the
Punekar in me with, well,
pride? Or, should I lament
the loss of a distinguishing
Pune trait becoming ch-so-
commonplace?

The writer is managing
cirector, Resonance Lab-
oratories, Bengaluru
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source of lead is thought to be
cheap wine. During the composer’s
time, lead acetate used to be added
to poor quality wine to improve the
taste. And Beethoven is supposed
to have drunk about a bottle a day;
believing it to be good for his
health. Even on his deathbed, he
had a few spoonfuls of wine, fed by
his friends, with the best of inten-
tions.

Ouch. Did that cause his deafness?
Yes, experts say it’s very likely that
this is what led to the deafness,
since it would have affected his
nervous svstem. In later vears, he
also took a lot of medicines, many
of which would also, unfortunately;
have contained lead.

4| Text: Indulekha Aravind

Bizarre writer pulled up
blankets (5)
Irritable editor, heartless guy

(4)
scarn director said to be in

trouble at home (7)
Cerman story-teller

resurrected holy object (5)
Gas ran out tragically for
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Jason'screw .. (9)
B8 . sailorsinthe drink (8)

11 Singer takes part in roval
tournament ... (4)

14 . surraunded by some
pyramids (4)
15 Marshal Rommel sat in state of

upheaval (9}
16 Tailless fish in barrel (3)

17 Tease jerk church banned (4)

18 A supporter's keeping endless
cereal for folk in Mali, say (8)

20 Feature of columnar chapel?
L)

21 Performance cancelled? Put
on a personal display (4.3)

22 Arepresentative in Dublin has
unit made up (&)

24 What 29 did on ring,and
where he did it? (5]

26 Restrict student at US college |
housed (5)
27 Man, for instance, Eisie almaost

upset (4)

ACROSS

1 It's hard to handle doctor duly
drinking mulled wine (8)

5 Reptile’s again on the loose round
youth centre {6)

9 Narrow-minded priest's half eaten
stewed 10 without one (8)

10 Long to return to eat a good Scottish
speciality (6)

12 Fusses over mixer (4)

13 Bean and lentil spilt on it? (5.5)

15 Mike and Tom often worked with
girlin time of crisis (6,2,5)

19 Accidental remarks interpreted as

sinful pride (8,5}

icon (6)

DOWN

23 Coach tour isn't designed to take in
castle and river (10)

25 Apartment’s lost its sparkle (4)

28 Sand in a rough beard (6}

29 Badminton contestant has more
moves at front of net (B}

30 Naughty boys nick money left for

31 Afeliow celebrated getting start of
ceremony moved (B)

1 His pupis out of control and cocky (6)
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FOR DATA CENTRES ALONE, FIRMS SET TO SPLURGE UP TO $60B OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS

Flash Floods
Kill Hundreds
in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD: Flash
F‘_-| floods from season-

alrains in Afghan-
istan have killed hundreds of
peopleand injured a "sub-
stantial number,” a Taliban
official said on Saturday. The
floods hit the northern region
of the country. The province of
Baghlan bore the brunt of the
deluges on Friday with offi-
cials preliminary reporting at
least 50 people as dead. - AP

Ex-Malaysian
PM’s Wife Sued
over $346m

MALAYSIA: 1Malay-
sia Development
Bhd. isamong com-
panies that are suing the wife of
former Malaysian prime minis-
ter Najib Razak for allegedly
obtaining over $346 million
worth of luxury goods through
misappropriated funds. The
companies are asking Rosmah
Mansor to give up the luxury
goods in her possession and
pay $346 million. - Reuters

Musk’s Starlink
Disrupted by
Solar Storm

NEW YORK: Starlink,
the satellitearmof
Elon Musk’s SpaceX,
warned on Saturday of a
“degraded service” asthe
Earthis battered by the
biggest geomagnetic storm
duetosolaractivity intwo
decades. Starlink owns
around 60% of the 7,500
satellites orbiting Earth and
is a dominant player in satel-
lite internet. - Reuters
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Top Priority
for Business
Continuity

»» From Page 1

As cyberthreats continue to
evolve in sophistication and
frequency, organisations must
prioritise cybersecurity to sa-
feguard sensitive data, protect
againstcvberattacks, and ensu-
re business continuity, said To-
ny Buffomante, global head of
cybersecurity andrisk services
atITfirm Wipro. Tohire “cyber-
securists”, the Bengaluru-ba-
sed company istapping intothe
cglobal talent market, he said.

The company has more than
9,000 cybersecurity specialists
and 12 global cvber-defence
centres in 60 countries, and in-
vests intraining and upskilling
initiatives to ensure that emp-
lovees stay abreast of the latest
security trends, technologies
and best practices.

The skill sets that companies
are looking for in cvber experts
include proficiency in pro-
gramming languages and an
understanding of computer
networking, operating sy-
stems, and cloud computing,.

TOPTHREATTO COS

At least two recent surveys ci-
te cyber risks as the biggest
threat facing organisations to-
day. According to PwC's 2023
Global Risk Survey, 38% of or-
ganisationsfeel highly orextre-
mely exposed to cvber risks. In
Aon’s latest Global Risk Mana-
gement survey, cyberattack/
data breach is the No.l risk fa-
cingIndian businesses, up from
the seventh position in 2021.

HDFC Bank is scaling up in
the areas of digital, application
programming interface (API),
cloud, data protection and cy-
ber resiliency, amid the emer-
ging and evolving threat lands-
cape, regulatory and customer
expectations and new tech
trends.

“Security-embedded digital is
thefutureas itnotonly involves
internal IT assets but also the
vendor-regulatory ecosystem.
This 1s an area where we are fo-
cusing right now so that custo-
mers can transact safely and se-
curely,” said Sameer Ratolikar,
senlorexecutive vice-president
and chief information security
officer at the country’s largest
private sector lender.

API security is going to be a fo-
cus area where the bank is loo-
king to hire senior and mid-le-
vel professionals. Securing cus-
tomer data, especially after the
enactment of the Digital Perso-
nal Data Protection Act, is now
a must, and securing business-
sensitive data is going to be an
important area, he said.

Tech Giants Start to Treat
SE Asia Like Next Big Thing

Bloomberg

New York: Long considered a tech

TaKing Stock

this region has become more attrac-

five.”

Take Tim Cook and Satya Nadel-
la, who last month embarked on

hinterland, Southeast Asia is fast
emerging as a center of gravity for
industry,

The CEOs of Apple, Microsoft and

The region of about ﬁ? 5 million people is
drawing more tech investment than ever

DRIVING FACTORS

their biggest tours across South-

Nvidia are among the industry chief-
tains who've swung through the re-
ion in past months, committing bil-
lions of dollars in investment and
holding forth with heads of state
from Indonesia to Malaysia. Amazon
just this week took over a giant con-
ference hall in downtown Singapore
to unfurl a $9 billion investment plan
before a thousands-strong audience

cheering and waving glow sticks.

After decades of playing second fid-
dle to China and Japan, the region of
about 675 million people is drawing

CHINA'S SUBSTITUTE

growing work-
force ismakKing
itaviablealternativeto
Chinaasacentreoftalent
tosupport firmsops

to navigate politically

EI‘IirI_El turns MOrTe east Asiainyears. The investments
hostile to US firms they pledged are set to help turn
India remains tougher the region into a major battle-

Silicon Valley is

ground between the likes of Ama-
zon, Microsoft and Google in fu-
ture frontiers such as artificial in-

Southeast Asla’s

more tech investment than ever, For
data centres alone, the world's big-
gest companies are set to splurge up
to $60 billion over the next few vears
as Southeast Asia’s voung popula-
tions embrace video streaming, on-
line shopping and generative Al
Traditionally welcoming to West-
ern investment, the region’s moment
has arrived as China turns more hos-
tile to US firms and India remains
tougher to navigate politically Sili-
con Valley is setting its sights on
business-friendly regimes, fast

setting its sights on
business-friendly
regimes and fast-
growing talent pool

The advent of Al is
spurring tech leaders
to pursue new sources
of growth

erowing talent pool and rising in-
comes. The advent of Al is spurring
tech leaders to pursue new sources
of growth, layving the digital infras-
tructure of the region’s future.

“Countries like Singapore and Ma-
laysia are largely neutral to the geo-
political tensions happening with
China, US, Ukraine and Russia,”
said Sean Lim, a managing partner
at Singapore-based NWD Holdings,
which invests in Al-based projects
and other areas.

“Especially with the ongoing wars,

telligence and the cloud.

The region’s growing workforce
13 making it a viable alternative to
China as a centre of talent to sup-
port companies’ global operations.
As its governments pushed for im-
provements in education and in-
frastructure, it's become an attrac-
tive base for everything from man-
ufacturing and data centers to re-

search and design.

“The governments are pro cross-
border investments and there's a

deep talent pool,” said NWD's Lim.

Southeast Asia has also become a
sizeable market for gadgets and on-
line services. About 65% of South-
east Asia will be middle class by 2030,
with rising purchasing power, ac-
cording to Singapore government es-
timates. That'll help more than dou-
ble the region’s market for internet-
based services to 8600 billion, accord-
ing to estimates by Google, Temasek

Holdings Pte and Bain & Co.

Israel Orders New Evacuations
in Gaza’s Last Refuge of Rafah

The UN warns that Israel’s planned Rafah invasion will cripple humanitarian operations

AP

Rafah, Gaza Strip: Israel ordered
new evacuations in Gaza’s southern
city of Rafah on Saturday, forcing
tens of thousands more people to
move as it prepares to expand its mil-
itary operation closer to the heavily
populated central area, in defiance
of growing pressure from close ally

the United States and others.

Israel’'s military also said it was
moving into an area of devastated
northern Gaza where it asserted that
the Hamas militant group has re-

arouped.

Israel has now evacuated the east-
ern third of Rafah, which is consid-
ered the last refuge in Gaza. The
United Nations and others have
warned that Israel’s planned full-
scale Rafah invasion would cripple
humanitarian operations and cause
a disastrous surge in civilian casual-
ties. Rafah borders Egypt near the
main aid entry points, which already
have been affected. Israeli troops
have captured the Gaza side of the
Rafah crossing, forcing it to shut

down.

IS President Joe Biden has said he
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will not provide offensive weaponsto
Israel for Rafah. On Friday the US
said there was “reasonable” evi-
dence that Israel had breached inter-
national law protecting civilians in
the way it conducted its war against
Hamas—thestrongest statement vet
that the Biden administration has
made on the matter

In response to the US report, Ophir
Falk, foreign policy adviser to Is-

Khosla Loses Bid
to End California
Beach Access Suit

Bloomberg

tion. He fought all the way to the US
supreme Court, which refused in
2018 to take up his appeal of a lower-
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A woman and boy walk with belongings past barbed-wire fences as they
flee from Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip on Saturday. — AFP

rael’s prime minister, told the AP
that Israel acts in compliance with
the laws of armed conflict and the ar-
my takes extensive measures toavert
civilian casualties, including alert-
ing people to military operations via
phone calls and text messages,

More than 1.4 million Palestinians
— half of Gaza’s population — have
been sheltering in Rafah, most after
fleeing Israel’s offensives elsewhere.

The evacuations are forcing people
to return north where areas are dev-
astated from previous lsraeli at-
tacks. Aild agencies estimate that
110,000 had done so before Saturday’s
order, which adds a further 40,000.

*What should we do here? Do we

wait until we all die on top of each
other? So, we've decided to leave. It's

better;” said Rafah resident Hanan

al-Satari as people rushed to load

matiresses, water tanks and other

belongings onto vehicles.

“The Israeli army does not have a

safe area in Gaza. They target every-

thing,” said Abu Yusuf al-Deiri, ear-
lierdisplaced from Gaza City
Many people have been displaced

multiple times, and there are few

places left to go.

VIOLATED INT'L LAW

»» From Page 1

This year’s general election is said
to bethesecond longest voting exer-
cise in India. The count will be held
on June 4. Some chief executives
gaid the election schedule is impac-
ting business as stores have to shut

New York: Billionaire venture capi-
talist Vinod Khosla was dealt a new
setback in his 15-yvear fight to block
public access through his private
property to a popular surfing spot
south of San Francisco.

A California state judge issued a
tentative ruling on Friday denying
Khosla’s request to throw out a law-
suit brought by a state agency that

says the billionaire hasnorightto

close Martins Beach to the pub-
lic. Khosla erected a gate on the
road leading down to the cres-
cent-shaped coveafter he bought §
the property around the Pacific
beach in 2008 for $32.5 million.
His lawvers contend he had
therighttodosoasthe
property owner un-
less he was offered
Proper compensa-

Vinod Khosla

court ruling in favor of the Surfrider
Foundation.

In Friday’'s tentative ruling, Supe-
rior Court Judge Raymond Swope
sald state officials had provided
enough support for their claim of
public access to move forward with
the case they filed in 2020.

The State Lands Commission

seeks a court order barring
Khoesla from blocking the
road to the beach on the
: orounds that the the pub-

e lic “has acquired access
rights” to the land based

ifornia law. Khosla can ask
the judge to reconsider
his ruling at a
N hearing Mon-
ik day in Red-
R wood City

for atleastsevendayvsinthequarter
and even more in localities that are
politically sensitive.

Department store chain Shoppers
Stop managing director Kavindra
Mishra said on its earnings call on
April 30 that demand is sluggish in
certain markets with the onset of
election season despite an outstan-
ding March and April first half.

Polls took place on two Fridays in
April and last Tuesday in May. The
next two voting days this month are
on Mondays (May 13, 20) and subse-
gquently on a Saturday (May 25). The
final phase, Junel, isaSaturday “So
what happens is when vou do that,
the market... the stores get shut for
theentireday and obviously, thereis
a hit because retail as we know, isall
about driving things very, very mi-
nutely said Mishra.

| USPresident
| JoeBidenhas
said he will not
provide offensive weap-
onstolsrael for Rafah

Sales Hit in Politically
Sensitive Localities

Ajoy Chawla, CEO of the jewellery
division at Titan Co, which runs Ta-
nishgq stores, told analvsts last week
that higher discounting in jewellery
will continue inthe near termdueto
low consumer demand, which per-
sists amid electicns and few wed-
ding dates in the June quarter.

US-based shoe maker Skechers
chief financial officer John Vande-
more also flageed the ongoing elec-
tion in India, “which
takes an awful long ti-
me to get done,” as a
factor that may im-
pact the India busi-
ness on its recent ear-
nings call. Some like Britannia In-
dustries managing director Varun
Berry told analvsts this week that
demand outlook and topline growth
should improve after the election
results are out and the June-Sep-
tember monsoon 1s underway, No-
tably, while AC and air cooler sales
have soared because of the heat, the
latter haven't particularly benefit-
ted from their ubiquity on the elec-
tion trail — they're a fixture on ne-
arlv every campaign speech stage.
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Swedish Host
City Braces for
Eurovision Final

More than 10,000 pro-Palestinian campaigners
staged a non-violent protest ahead of semi-final
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Pro-Palestinian demonstrators gather for a protest against the partici-
pation of Israeli contestant Eden Golan ahead of the final of the Eu-
rovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, on Saturday. - AP

Reuters

Malmo, Sweden: Swedish host
city Malmo geared up for the Euro-
vision grand final on Saturday as
excitement mingled with the ten-
sion of heightened security
threats and political protests over
Israel’s participation.

The 68th version of the song con-
test, which is always hilled as non-
political, is taking place against
the backdrop of the devastating Is-
raeli military campaign in Gaza,
iriggered by Hamas' deadly Octo-
ber 7 attack on Israel.

A festival of tongue-in-cheek
kitsch and ephemeral tunes, the
contest has been thrust into the
arena of political conflict with pro-
testers, online and on the streets of
Malmo, calling for Israel to be ex-
cluded from the competition.

Bookmakers have Croatia’s Baby
Lasagna, real name Marko Purisic,
28, with “Rim Tim Tagi Dim", a
song abouta voung man wholeaves
home aspiring to become a “city
boy" with better opportunities, as
front-runner to win the contest.

Israeli solo artist Eden Golan, 20,
and her song “Hurricane” also
qualified for Saturday's final with
betting odds on Friday showing
her emerge as one of the leading
contenders to win. The list of fa-
vourites also includes Swiss rap-
per and singer Nemao, 24, perform-
ing “The Code”, a drum-and-bass,
opera, rap and rock tune, about Ne-
mo’s journey of self-discovery asa
non-binary persomn.

Other nations high on betting list
include France, the Netherlands,
Italy, Ukraine and Ireland, while
streaming data from Spotify has al-
s0 suggested a chance for host na-
tion Sweden.

The world's biggest live music
event, the Eurovision Song Contest
is estimated to have drawn around
100,000 visitors to Malmo, Sweden's
third-biggest city, while many mil-
lions more in Europe and further
afield tune in for the broadeast.

Eurovision organisers resisted
calls to exclude Israel over its mili-
tary campaign in Gaza, arguing
the competition is non-political,
though they did demand that Israel
tweak the lyrics of its entry, origi-

nally titled “October Rain™, to re-
move what they said were referenc-
es to the October 7 attack.

The lyrics were altered, allowing
Israel to take part, and Golan char-
acterises her song as a strong pow-
er ballad that describes a person
going through a storm of emo-
tions. Some booing was heard from
the crowd before, during and after
Golan's performance in the semi-fi-
nals on Thursday but also ap-
plause and Israeli flags waving, ac-
cording to a Reuters journalist in
the auditorium.

In central Malmo, more than
10,000 pro-Palestinian campaign-
ers, including climate activist Gre-
ta Thunberg, staged a non-violent
protest in the hours ahead of the
semi-final, waiving
Palestinian  flags
and shouting “boy-
cott Israel”. A small-
er group of pro-ls-
raeli supporters, in-

v

Theworld's ).\ dingmembers of
biggestlive almo' ish
s i M a's. Jewis
eventis  ommunity  also
estimated to : 3 A
havedrawn ~ Siased @ peaceful
demonstration in
around 100K the citv '
oo e city, defe.nl:}mg
umalmmni Golan and her right

to take part in the
contest. More demonstrations are
planned for Saturday and again ex-
pected to draw thousands of pro-
testers. There will also be an alter-
native music festival in the city
that has billed itself as the “geno-
cide-free song contest”™.

Protesters have complained of
double standards as Russia was
banned from Eurovision in 2022 by
European Broadeasting Union
(EBL) after several broadcasters
called for the country tobe expelled
following its invasion of Ukraine.

The 26 contestants in Saturday's
orand final include 10 from each of
the two semi-finals of the past
week, as well as the “big five” coun-
tries — Britain, France, Germany;
[taly and Spain —and host country
Sweden.

“Of course people want to ex-
press their own opinions and stuff
like that, But for us, vou know, it's
justa dream and an honourtobe a
part of Eurovision,” Marcus Gun-
narsen, of duo Marcus & Martinus
that is representing Sweden, said.

IMF Doubts Cash-strapped
Pak’s Repayment Capacity

Islamabad: The IMF

- has said that Pakistan

St

faces major debt-repay-
ment challenges and ex-
pressed serions doubts over the
cash-strapped country's capacity
to repay the global lender, accord-
ing to a media report on Saturday.
The Washington-based bank’s as-
sessment of Pakistan's economy
came asan IMF support team reac-
hed the country on Friday to hold
talks with officials here after Isla-
mabad requested a fresh bailout
package under the Extended Fund

Facility (EFF). “Pakistan’s capaci-
ty to repay the fund is subject to sig-
nificant risks and remains critical-
Iy dependent on policy implemen-
tation and timely external financ-
ing,” Geo News cited the lender as
saving in its staff report.
“Exceptionallv high risks—nota-
bly from delaved adoption of re-
forms, high public debt and gross
financing needs, low gross re-
serves and State Bank of Pakis-
tan’'s net FX derivative position, —
could jeopardise policy implemen-
tation,” read the report. — PT1

Vendor Registrations Soon

»»From Page1

The renewable energy ministry
recently shifted to a new portal
and will soon start the national
vendor registration process.

The PM Survya Ghar: Muft Bijli
Yojana, which has anoutlay of Rs
75,021 crore, entails implementa-

tion through power distribution
companies and vendors with ra-
tionalised subsidies and collate-
ralfree loans. Registrations un-
der the schemecrossed the 10-mil-
lion mark within a month of its
launch. Of the registered consu-
mers, almost 800,000 have applied
for installations.

Higher Retention Rate

»» From Page 1

This is leading to more women
working from offices and on night
shifts, and companies prefer fe-
male cab drivers for scheduled
drops of these employvees who
work late hours, said Balasubra-
manian A, vice president and he-
ad of consumer and ecommerce
at TeamlLease Services,

“Usually if it's a male driver, the
company would send a security
fuard to accompany women emp-
lovees which is an extra cost, but
with women cab drivers, this is
not a challenge,” said Balasubra-
manian. “Tt is a smart and cost-ef-
ficient option too.” The demand is
mostly concentrated inmetrociti-
es, he added. However, women

still account for just about 1% of
the 1.7-2 million pool of cab dri-
vers. Data show southern and
western parts of the country are
employing more female drivers
than in the North, where it may
still be a taboo for women to drive
cabs or commercial vehicles, said
experts. Besides, there are safety
concerns for the female drivers

themselves in many regions,
especially in the North.

There is also a spike in demand
for female two-wheeler riders
from delivery companies, which
are facing monthly attrition of as
high as 40% among their delivery
personnel. Women, they have fo-
und, are likely to stay in the job
more than men, Though it is hard

to get women on board, once they
join it is easy to train them and
their retention rate is higher, said
Balasubramanian. Attrition
among women is almost half that
of maleriders. But here too, of the
estimated 7 million two-wheeler
riding executives who deliver
ecommerce and other orders, wo-
men account for under1%..

TRAINING AND UPSKILLING
Several companies are inves-
ting in training and upskilling
women indriving skills.

In fiscal 2024, Maruti Driving
Schools, which are run by the
automaker’s dealers, trained
more than 355,000 people and
over 44 of them were women.

Ashok Levland, through its
partnership with the Delhi go-
vernment's ‘Mission Parivar-
tan’, has trained 180 women, se-
veral of whom are now employ-

ed as bus drivers with the Delhi
Transport Corporation, said
Raja Radhakrishnan, the com-
mercial vehicle maker’'s presi-
dent-human resources. Separa-
tely Ashok Leyland last yvear
provided specialised training
covering diverse driving condi-
tionsto 100 women.

MG Motor Indiaand the Vadoda-
ra Police have a partnership whe-
rein women are provided with a
platform to learn driving skills
and basic soft skills. MG also
helps women get driving licences
and facilitates female drivers get
employed through ride-hailing
firms and carrental agencies.
Employee transportation compa-
ny Moto Business Service India, a
subsidiary of Yamaha Motor, has
trained several female drivers on
electric two- and four-wheelers,
said chief operating officer Ven-
katesh Krishnamoorthy
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TECHTONIC

hennai has long

lived in the shadows

of Bengaluru and

Hvderabad, its more

cosmopolitan sisters

from the South. But
with these two metropolises reach-
ing saturation levels, the Tamil
Naducapital has spotted an opportu-
nity tomake its move. Accordingly,
it has put into motion a plan to lure
multinationalsand position itselfas
the new tech citv of the South.

Thankstolatest sops offered by the
state government, Chennai is now
amongthelocationsglobalfirmsare
eyveing toset up their tech basesand
global capability centres (GCCs).

High-guality English-speaking
talent, a thriving industrial
ecosvstem and the latest round of
government incentives could entice
multinationals, expertssay. “Weare
seeing a slow movement to Chennai,
as it is catching the attention and
fancy of companies, which was
not the case previously. Earlier, it
used to be among the top five or six
most preferred cities. But it’s part
of the shortlist now — not because
of the incentives but because of the
administration, talent, connectivity
andotherbenefits,” said Lalit Ahuja,
founder and CEOof ANSR, aleading
firmthat helps multinationals setup
GCCsinIndia.

A case in point is German athletic
apparel and footwear brand Adidas
settingupa GCC in Chennai, itsfirst
andonly GCC in Asiaoutside China.
Lastvear, firmssuchas Hapag Llovd
and United Parcel Service entered
Tamil Nadu, while Bank of America,
Standard Chartered, Amexand Citi
areall expanding.

EVOLVING NUMBERS

Besides financial companies such
as banks and automotive firms,
manufacturing, pharma, tech and
product companies in the fintech
gpaceareall considering settingup
centres in Chennai.

“Chennai is catching
the attention and fancy
of companies, not because
of government incentives
but because of benefits like
administration, talent and
connectivity."

— Lalit Ahuja,
founder and CEQ, ANSR

As of March 2023, there are
around 2,740 GCC units in India,
according to data from Zinnov, a
management consulting firm that
works with GCCsin India. Ofthese,
Chennai accounts for just about
10 percent. FY24numbersare yvetto
bedisclosed.

“Chennai’s GCC ecosystem ranks
fifth in India, with more than
259 existing centres that employ
aover 150,000 skilled professionals.
This growth is being fuelled
by the government’s definitive
involvement through key policy
initiatives like ‘Guidance Tamil
Nadu'. These initiatives, including
incentives on land cost, training,
innovation labs, etc, will have a
tangible, positive impact on the
ecosyvstem,” said Nilesh Thakker,
president, Zinnov,

Of the 10 GCCs that were set up
in India in Q4, only one was based
in Chennai — by Hitachi Energy,

the Nasscom report said. Hitachi
Energy plans to house 2,500 energy
transition technologists with
post-doctorate, doctorate and post-
graduate degrees specialising in
grid automation, transformers,
high-voltage and grid integration.
“Tamil Nadu is one of the
country’s most industrialised
states with enormous business
potential, accounting for 15 per
cent of doctorates and 11 per cent
of post-graduates. Chennai is at
the centre of this growth, gaining
prominence as an innovation and
Ré&D hub in the country. Its robust
infrastructure, skilled talent pool in
theregion, and conducive business
environment attracted us to set up
our operation in Chennai in 2007
for R&D and innovation on a
small scale. Today, Hitachi
Energy is leveraging these
characteristics and
the immense talent
pool for its largest
Global Technology -
and Innovation
Centre (GTIC) in
Chennai,” said N
Venu, MD and CEO,

India and South Asia,
Hitachi Energy.

Number of GCC units

across different cities
[ City | #0f GCCUnits oy
Bengaluru 823 5
Hyderabad 327 =
Pune 334
Mumbai 350 (LRt lni
NCR 433 e
Chennai 259 Lot kiskigy
Kolkata 214 &5 :
Total 2,740 h

SOURCE: ZINNOY S
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EThadreported

inMarchthatamid
increasing interest
among overseas firms SSSE
to set up their tech Yg
centres in India, the }
Tamil Nadu government g
decided to incentivise
firms to be the preferred §g
choice to set up shops
here, In its state budget,
the TN government also
said that 1t will provide
a payroll subsidy for the
creationofhigh payingjobs i1 n
new GCCs. Industryexpertsseethis
as a booster to help the southern
state compete with Bengaluru
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South Side Story

Can a slew of attractive sops from
the state government and a competitive
workforce turn Chennai into a hub for GCCs,
positioning the state as a healthy alternative
to Bengaluru and Hyderabad?
Beena Parmar & Annapurna Roy report

and Hyderabad. 4 A

REAL ESTATE AND
ADMINISTRATION

Thisisalsoreflectiveofthestrong
movement in GCC-focused real
estate in 2023. A report by Knight
Frank India in March showed
that such transactions dominated
more than half of the office volume

“The biggest advantage of

Chennai is the availability
of technology and domain
talent at scale. Because of this,
financial services, healthcare,
manufacturing, automotive,
telecom and logistics
companies are making a beeline
for the city.”

— Ramkumar Ramamoorthy,
partner, Catalincs

Chennai’s GCC push
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Of the 10 GCCs set up in Q4
FY23, one was based in
Chennai — Hitachi Energy

Total 6.02 mn sq ft across 71
deals in FY23, highest from
BFSI companies at 30%

GCC-focused real estate
transactions in 2023 were
over 50% of the office
volume deals in Chennai
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Q “Chennai's GCC ecosystem
ranks fifth in India,

with more than 259 existing
centres employing 150,000
professionals. This growth

is being fuelled by the state
government’s invoivement and
key policy initiatives.”

-~ Nilesh Thakker,
president, Zinnov

phenomenon for Chennai,
Ramamoorthy quickly added.
“About 30 years ago, the earliest
enterprise GCCs—suchasCitibank,
Bank of America, American
Express and Dun & Bradstreet —
established their headquarters in
Chennai. In the
&2 - - intervening years,
however, other
locations such
as Bengaluru and
Hyderabad stole amarch
L over Chennai,” he
- pointed out.
Moreover, the IT
revolution in the 1990s
backed by heavy sops
helped Bengaluru and
Hyderabad attract firms
quicker.
Ramamoorthy, who
is also a former CMD
of Cognizant India,
sees subsidies as a
« demonstration of Tamil
‘= Nadu's commitment to
: = attracting the world's
B Most progressive
companies to
gy cstablish their
¥ . GCCs in the state,
irrespective of
- i :
L _their size and
industry they

il
-

i

I~ dealsin
Chennai

during 2023, totalling
6.02 million sq ft across
71 deals. The highest metrics were
from BFSI companies at 30 per cent
followed by manufacturing and
other servicesectors. About 57 deals
were recorded in 2022, totalling
office space of 2.18 million sq ft.

Ramkumar Ramamoorthy, a
partnerat Chennai-based consulting
firm Catalines, said that Tamil Nadu
is the most urbanised state and has
the highest gross enrolment ratio
(GER)in highereducation amongall
majorstates inIndia. And because it
has alwavs been a metro city, it has
received robust talent service from
other parts of the state. Besides, it
also has a strong academic culture
and demonstrated administrative
stability too.

However, GCCs are not a new

"" operate in. “The
v ¥ biggestadvantage
s hﬁ l’i for Chennai over
My "™ other cities is
3 the availability
of technology and
domain talent at scale.
@ 11 is for this reason that
=1 " ? thebiggestnamesacross
industries — financial
iy services, healthcare,
manufacturing, auto,
telecom and logistics—have
made a beeline for Chennai,”
he added.

BEYOND BENGALURU

It’s also important to note that com-
panies bevond Fortune 500 and
Global 2000 have started establish-
ing their GCCs in India today. But
civen Bengaluru's reputation for
being a GCC and tech talent hub,
the city has become both space and
talent saturated. This is especially
true post the Covid pandemic, with
engineers now more comfortable
working from their home towns.
(Global software giant IBEM
Software's senior vice-president

“Its robust infrastructure,
skilled talent pool
and conducive business
environment attracted usin
2007. Today, we're leveraging
these characteristics for
a global technology and
innovation centre in Chennai.”

— N Venu, MD and CED, India and
South Asia, Hitachi Energy

WWW.ECONOMICTIMES.COM

(products) Dinesh Nirmal recently
told ET that hiring is not as swift as
they wouldlikeittobein Bengaluru.
“Itishardertohireand retain talent
in Bengaluru,” he had said.

ANSR's Ahujaadded, “Corporates
don't set up GCCs for incentives.
They are not the primer driver,
Incentives do help, but the core is
talent, connectivity, ease of setting
up business there.”

In this regard, the incentives
offered by the TN government can’t
beenough. “They helpfromanentry
perspective, but won't give vou a
huge amount of money overa longer
period. Typically, if you look at the
characteristics of a GCC, once you
set it up, like a services company,
projects can come and go, but the
GCC is there to stay in perpetuity.
You don't move its location
[depending on incoming projects],”
heexplained.

He added that a lot of incentives
are designed to help companies
set up their bases, but that over a
longer period of time, these will
witheraway.

THE SHORTLISTING PROCESS
Typically, a company aiming to
establish GCCs will go through an
exhaustive and sophisticated loca-
tion selection process, based on not
justtalent but alsoacultural match.
“You may have service pariners in
a particular location and so firms
would want tocreatethat connected
ecosystem; thecity needstobeexpat
friendly; travel should be easy for
people on both sides of the fence; it
should have international connec-
tivity, ete,” Ahuja added.

50, even if Chennai has the
incentives and there are good
managers in place, the gquestion
remains if people will move there
from Bengaluru, Hyvderabad,
Delhi, etc. “"People are relatively
resistant. If there was a movabilitv
index, locations like Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, even Pune, will rate
way higher, as these are more
cosmopolitan locations. Chennai
gets very hardcore on that front.”
Ahuja added, pointing out that
several technology majors such
as Amazon, Tesco and Walmart
continue to be based in Bengalurn,
where the ecosystem is bottoms up.

In order to attract firms,
Ramamoorthy said, Tamil Nadu
should focus on its core select
industries, such as financial
services, health sciences,
manufacturing, transportation/
supply chain—irrespectiveof scale

—given the deepdomain capability
across banking, insurance,
healthcare, pharma, industrial
engineering, automotive, logistics
and transportation.

He said that many companies in
these industries are driving R&D
and innovation from their GCCs,
enabling technology transfer and
know-how, and contributing to
academic enrichment in the state
through faculty development,
curriculum and program curation,
among others.

“The biggest incentives that the
state provides any GCC include high-
gquality talent atenviable scale, rich
domain capability in key industries
of focus, a service-oriented work
culture, an ecosystem of thriving
industries and next-generation
startups. Anvotherincentive isonly
the icing on the cake,” he added.
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The Rise Of The Finternet

A new model proposed by Nandan Nilekani and Agustin Carstens

Ff APPLE'S CHIP GAME TO POWER
.%=4 DATA CENTRES AND NEW IPAD
This year, Apple will roll out
some of its Al features through
data centres integrating its own
Al chips. It is putting its Al chips
into cloud computing servers to
process advanced Al features
that will be rolled out in its
devices.

Apple also introduced the M4
chip, its next generation silicon,
in the new iPad Pro upgrade. It
said this makes the new iPad
Pro "an outrageously powerful
device for artificial intelligence”.

it said that the neural engine in
the M4 chip is more powerful
than any neural processing unit
in any existing Al PC (personal
computer). Further, the iPad0s
has advanced frameworks that
help developers leverage the
neural engine to run powerful
diffusion and generative Al
models on device.

META LAUNCHED NEW GEN Al
TOOLS FOR ADVERTISERS

Facebook and Instagram parent
Meta launched enhanced
generative Al features for
advertisers, such as full image
and text generation.
Advertisers can now create
full image variations
inspired by their
original ad
creative with
text overlay,
building on
capabilities
to generate
new
backgrounds
around product
images and
expanding images to
better fit multiple
surfaces.

in the coming months,
advertisers will also be able to
provide text prompts to better
tailor the creative variations

offered. The features will be
rolled out globally by the end of
the year, and Llama-3, its latest
gen Al model, will be integrated
for enhanced ad performance,
the company said.

F]’ OPENAI JOINED THE C2PA
STEERING COMMITTEE
ChatGPT maker OpenAl joined
the steering committee of the
Coalition for Content
Provenance and Authenticity
(C2PA), a
digital content authentication
standard used to prove that a
piece of content comes from a
particular source.
“As generated audiovisual
content becomes more common,
we believe it will be
increasingly important
for society as a
whole to embrace
new technology
and standards
that help
people
understand
the tools
used to
create the
content they
find online,"
OpenAl said.
Earlier this year, the
company began adding C2PA
metadata to all images created
and edited by its latest image
model Dall-E 3, as well as in
ChatGPT and the OpenAl APL It
will do so for its video
generation model Sora.

Tamil Nadu Of the
Government around
to incentivise 2,740
monthly GCC units
salaries of in India,
over Chennai
#1 lakh with accounts for
subsidy of 30% 10%, as per
in the 1st year, March 2023
20% in 2nd numbers
vear and 10% from
in the 3rd vear Zinnov

US LOOKS TO BLOCK CHINA'S

@ ACCESS TO ADVANCED Al MODELS
US lawmakers introduced a bill to
make it easier for the Joe Biden
administration to control exports
of Al models to prevent them
from getting into the hands of
international bad actors.

The US commerce department
was mulling regulations to
restrict exports of proprietary
closed source Al models,
Reuters reported.

The Biden administration,
which over the past two years
took steps to curb the export of
Al chips to geopolitical rival
China citing security reasons, Is
now looking to safeguard US Al
software capabilities from China
and considering placing
guardrails around the country's
most advanced Al models.

Ffp: MICROSOFT AND OPENAI
‘%= LAUNCHED £2-MN FUND FOR
Al LITERACY FOR VOTERS

Software giant Microsoft and
ChatGPT maker OpenAl
announced that their $2-million
Societal Resilience Fund

would go towards Al education
of voters.

“It is more important than ever
to provide tools and information
that will help people navigate an
increasingly complex digital
ecosystem and find
authoritative resources,”
Microsoft said in a blog.

The fund will provide grants to
organisations like Coalition for
Content Provenance and
Authenticity (C2ZPA),
International Institute for
Democracy and Electoral
Assistance, and Partnership on
Al. "Our shared goals are to
combat the growing risk of bad
actors using Al and deepfakes to
deceive the voters and
undermine democracy,”
Microsoft said.

- Compiled by Annapurna Roy

envisages multiple financial ecosystems interconnected with each other

Ssuraksha P

“lam delighted to announce
the Finternet, co-authored with
Agustin Carstens, which pre-
sentsa visionary framework
for empowering individuals
and businesses by placing them
at the centre of their financial

lives,” tweeted Nandan Nilekani,

co-founder of Infosys and found-
ingchairman of the Unique

Identification Authority of India,

on April 16. The new term soon
took the internet by storm.

But what is Finternet? Multiple
financial ecosystems intercon-
nected with each other iscalled
Finternet. Thesystem has been
proposed by Carstens, whoisthe
general manager of the Bank for
International Settlements (BLS),
and Nilekani through a recent
working paper of BIS,

“We foresee a system in which

individuals and businesses could

transfer any financial asset, in
any amount, at any time, using
any device, to anvone else, any-

where in the world,” Carstens told

EToveremail. “Financial trans-
actions would be cheap, secure
and near instantaneous. And
they would be available toany-
one,” he added.

EASY ACCESS
The building blocks for the

Finternet combine technological
advances with sound governance.

“One is the ability tocreate a

digital representation of physical

assets, like a bond, property or
savingsinabank. These digital
tokens are brought together on

programmable platforms that can

trigger automated actions, such

Nandan Nilekani presented the

Finternet at the Peterson Institute for
International Economics, US, last month™

aspavment that triggers thesale
of an asset,” he further said.
Designed toempower indi-

them at the centre of their finan-
cial lives, Finternet advocates
for auser-centric approach that
lowers barriers between finan-
cial services and systems, thus
promoting access for all.

The proposed system uses
technologies such as tokenisa-
tion and unified ledgers, with
anunderlying economicand
regulatory framework, to
expand therange and quality
of financial services.

“Thiswould reduce the
complex processes that happen
behind-the-scenes today and
make transactions slower and
expensive, Another key feature
15 the framework. Central banks
would remain at the coreof the
system, ensuring trust in money;,

viduals and businesses by placing

but (like today) work closely
with commercial banks."” said
Carstens, who was the Governor
of the Bank of Mexico from 2010

1o 2017.
b
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The idea is revolutionary froma
tokenisation standpoint, he said
at the BIS Innovation Summit
2024 that was held from May &
toMay 8.

“Tokenisation allowsusto
changethe way wedofinancial
transactions,” hesaid. Instead of
having piecemeal steps to
complete afinancial transac-
tion, you package all togetherin
the form of tokens, and yvou just
exchangetokens, heexplained.
“Toget to that degree of simplic-
ity, vou must do many complex
things. This is where technolo-
giescome intoplay,” hesaid.

THE ROAD AHEAD

Robust regulation and
supervision are needed to make
sure money retains its value
and that the Finternet does not
providea meansto bypass laws
or exploit regulatory loopholes,
Carstenstold ET.

Regulation checks could be
builtin; compliance checks
could take place in moments
ratherthandays, he said.

Nilekaniand Siddharth Shetty
did not respond to ET"'s requests
for a comment.

Shetty is atechnology advisor
of Bengaluru-based non-profit
Foundation for Interoperability
in Digital Economy, who worked
with the BIS team to put together

the Finternet paper.

The problems that plague
thefinancial system today, in
terms of speed. cost, products,

and availability of different

products and services, needa
multifaceted approach tosolve
them, said Shetty at the BIS

Innovation Sumimit.

The characteristics of
safetv and interoperability
must be plugged in right from

the start, he said. The finternet,
much like the internet, can
be made available to eight
billion people and 300 million
businesses, if itisuniversal,
he said.
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The Man Who
Never Says
No to Zedaﬂ_

-

Law Roach and Zendaya
atthe 2024 Met Gala

Celebrity stylist Law Roach opens
up about quitting the profession
and working only on his own terms

The New York Times

L.ast March, Law Roach
seemed to be at the peak of
his career as a celebrity
stylist. He had won the first
stylist of the year award
from the Council of
Fashion Designers of
America, and was working
with Zendaya, Celine Dion,
Anya Taylor-Joy and Anne
Hathaway, among others.
Then, out of the blue, he
announced on Instagram
that he was quitting.

“The politics, the lies, and
false narratives finally got
me!” he wrote. “You win
['mout.”

There were rumours that
he had called Privanka
Chopra Jonas fat. Another
rumour said he had thrown
a tantrum because Louis
Vuitton wouldn't seat him
nexttoZendava in thefront
row. [t was quite adramatic
career pivot then.

This yvear;on Mayv 6, Roach
dressed Zendaya, a host of
the Met Gala. Thesameday;
he made his debut as a
indge on a new TV show.
Roach has a how-to book
coming out. And he is plot-
ting a certification course
for would-be stylists that
will essentially mass-
market and formalise his
approach.

Edited excerpts from an
interview:

Were you surprised by the
reaction to announcement?
Thefirst two, three months
were really hard. So much
of who | was depended on
what [ was doing, and I felt
like I didn’t know who 1
was. I was just tired. Also,
my nephew died the vear
before. Hewas three, and he
fell out a window the day
before Thanksgiving. |
never had time to grieve
becausel was working. So, 1
went through this grieving
process for him and for my
career. I went through guilt,
thinking that people who
look up to me were going to
seeme as aquitter;
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But you chose to announce
that you were quitting. Was

it because you think stylists
don't get enough respect?

1 felt like every time | came
into a room, | had to prove
myself. I changed the
trajectory of people’s
careers, their visibility, but
I still have to argue for what
Ithink is the best look.,

“Not saving that we
[Roachand Zendaya|
don’t argue, because
wedo fight. But]
know my place. 1

know she’s the boss,
and she also has
enough respectand
love for me to let me be
the boss sometimes”

You don't seem that retired.

I'm the most unretired
retired person. But every-
thing I'm doing now is on
my own terms. ['ve been
saving no to a lot of un-
happy people, Except
Zendaya. lcan't say notoher:

Zendaya has been your client
sinceshe was 13. Do youtell her
what to wear?

We call each other fashion
soulmates. We also refer to
our relationship as “big
ideas, small details”.

Mot saying that we don't
argue, because we do fight
over things. But I know my
place. Tknow she's the boss,
and she also has enough
respect and lovefor metolet
me be the boss sometimes.

What mistakes have you
made along the way?

My first yvear, | made
$120,000, I thought I wasrich,
to be quite honest, but
nobody had ever tapped me
on my shoulder and said,
“Hev, most of that has gone
into taxes.” 50, 1 spent
£100,000, And then I got into
tax debt. I owed $65,000. The
only reason I knew is be-
cause I went toan ATM and
there wasnomoney inthere.

him recover, while simultaneously
inspiring his compositions.

In the summersleading up to the first
public performance in 1824, Beethoven
staved at what is now known as
Baden's Beethoven House, which now
serves as a museum. It was there that
he also composed important parts of
his final symphonv

A letter Beethoven sent from Baden in
September 1823 details the pressure he
felt to finalise the symphony to please
the Philharmonic Society in London
which had commissioned the work,
Scholda said.

Upon completing the symphony in
Vienna, weeks of intense preparations
followed, including anarmy of copyists
duplicating Beethoven's manuscripts
and last-minute rehearsals that
culminated ina premiereon May 7, 1824,

- AFP

The Austrian SpaTown That Shped Beethoven’s Music

The night Ludwig van Beethoven's
monumental Ninth Symphony rang
outina Viennaconcert hall for the first
time almost exactly two centuries ago,
the great German composer was
anxious forall to gowell.

He needn’t have worried. The
audience erupted into spontaneous
applause during the performance, but
Beethoven was already so hard of hear-
ing that he had to be turned around by a
musician tonotice it.

While he was born in Bonn in 1770,
Beethoven spent most of his life in
Vienna after moving there as a
22-year-old.

Despite receiving repeated offers to
relocate, the legendary composer never

if.ﬁ vii—?nm_if,rwhei;":—? he had mugddhtjﬁ where he ;'j.m”!!”””_.fhf,; _,f_;”””:‘
o A O el Uy N surrounded by supportive

supportive fans and generous patrons. A o -
“It was the society, the culture that =Ethioven Jipr HH{H;{'IHTT}HH patrons

characterised the city that appealed to
him so much,” said Ulrike Scholda,
“dHrector of the Beethoven House in
Baden, Austria.

The picturesgue spa town just outside
Vienna deeply shaped Beethoven's life
— and the last symphony he would
complete, she said.

“In the 1820s, Baden was certainly the
place to be”, with the imperial family,
the aristocracy and a who's who of
cultural life spending their summers
there, Scholda said.

THE FINAL SYMPHONY

Bevond his hearing loss, Beethoven
also suffered from various health
problems ranging from abdominal
painstojaundice, and regularly wentto
Baden to recuperate. Enjoving long
walks inthe countryside and bathing
in Baden's medicinal springs helped

Despite receiving repeated
™ offerstorelocale, the legendary
composernever left Vienna,
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From pyramid schemes to scammy texts, explore how the world of true
crime has ensnared many, through these films, TV shows and podcasts

Art of the Con

LULARICH*.

an investigative journalist who dived
deep into a technological rabbit hole
thatled him halfwayv around the
world. He uncovered what is behind
those oddlyv-worded text messagesor
direct messages somany of usreceive
from random numbers, scams most
commonly in the form of messages
like “Are we still meeting at the golf
course?” or “Hi! I just wanted to thank
vou for last night’s lessons.”

What may seemn like silly fodder to
laugh at is actually underpinned by a
grimreality that involves blackmail,
forced labour and even human
trafficking. It's crucial information
that should change how we see and
talk about such messages and beyond.

bonuses, all wrapped up in a culture

The New York Times This four-part 2021 seriesunpacksthe  of social media influencingand ~S0UR GRAPES
glitzy, extravagant riseand theequally  hollow feminism. / Asanantidote to some of the heavier
hereareso many true staggering fall of*the billion-dollar The company has been embroiled in v /" fareabove, this 2016 documentary
crime offerings dedicated clothing giant Lu&gm. Thecompany  numercous legal battles, including /. from Reuben Atlasand Jerry
to scams, frauds and con class-action lawsuits. A lawsuitfiled Rothwell is both a palate cleanser

s

artists that it can be over-
whelming. Manyv of these
are astonishing stories

by the Washington state attorney
ceneral in 2019, and settled in s

— amultilevel marketing business
known for its bright, patterned
2021, aceused LuLaRoe of

leggings (think neon Kitties and

kaleidoscopes of pizzas)—was
built on the backs of an agh\

documenting financial, medical or being a pyramid scheme

romantic deceptions. But the most of saleswomen (often stay-at- that had swindled

surprising part is how painless it home mothers and wwes} thousands of associates

can appeartobetolay traps, and how trying to make theirown outof millions of dollars.

many people —regardlessof personal  income. They were ‘x The creators of this

circumstances —take the bait. lured by promises of docuseries interviewed
Here are four picks across television, independence, flexi- people, former

bility and jaw-
dropping

pr esent (the company is
”‘~ in business),
\ most interestingly,
iﬂlﬂ‘lﬂﬂrb, Mark and

film and podeasts that stand out, all of
which underscore what can unfold
whena hungﬂ for money, power or
prestige is put above all else.
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?:f\mle Stidham, who
OPERATION VARSITY___ W vealed I‘_hdt {.lEleEE
BLUES: THE COLLEGE everything, they hadn't
ADMISSIONS SCANDAL

stiypped selling the dream.
Ill
EARCH ENGINE: WHO'S .
. BEHIND THESE SCAMMY

l TEXT MESSAGES WE'VE

The end of the academic
calendar isan appropriate time
torevisit one of the most out-
rageous education scandals in
recent vears: A $25-million
briberyscheme that prompteda
federal US investigation called
'‘Operation Varsity Blues'. The
mastermind behind it was William
Singer, a basketball coach-turned-
college admissions counsellor
whoran a criminal enterprise
that opened a path for wealthy
people to have their children
accepted by elite varsities under
the guise that they had earned
entry based on academic or extra-
curricular excellence.

Test scores were doctored, for
example, and athletic credentials
were fabricated in ludicrous ways.
Dozens of powerful people were
accused and arrested, most famously
actors Felicity Huffman and Lori
Loughlin, both of whom served time
In prison.

In this 2021 film, director Chris

ALL BEEN GETTING?
On this 70-minute
episode, we
hear from

and a boggling
ride through the inner sanctums of
theultra-wealthy

[t tells the story of Rudy Kurniawan,
an unassuming young man who's called
both. a “geeky voung guy that likes
wine” and “the Gen X Great Gatsby™.

Smith puts a fresh spin on reenact- surprising Kurniawan engineered what was pos-
ments, long the lifeblood of true-crime partishow sibly the world’s biggest wine fraud,
television and films, by re-creating full - - duping some of America's richest lead-
scenes and pulling riia]ogued irectly pain lessitcan ers. The film transports viewers back
from wiretaps, Matthew Modine appeartobetolay tothe boom times leading up to the 2008
N e traps,andhowmany il disstr iy e
ﬂ[:t:]l’i ;Jl'll;g llgﬂij]l;ﬂfl{]-fg 1 ’ l/ qupI'E = rEEEfd lE’SS uf DE"SDHE_“ al Dﬂ;- KIL]I'HiH‘-'-"cﬂI'i Eﬂltlfli $.35EII'I‘.I illion
-~ circumstances —takethebait  worthof the stuff,
[
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Killer Asteroid Hunters Spotted 27500 Overlooked Space Rocks

The New York Times

A few years ago, a team of
researchers dedicated to finding

asteroids swirling around in our

scopes last vear. The finds include
about 100 near-Earth asteroids, the
space rocks that pass within the
Earth’s orbit. While none of the 100
appear tobe ona collision path with

Earth soon, the

Others, known as Trojans, are
trapped in Jupiter's orbit. The
search also found some smaller
worlds farther out, beyvond Neptune.

METHODS OLD AND NEW

sketch its path and provide enough
information to give astronomers a
good idea of where to look and pin
down its orbit.

The algorithm used in the current
research, Tracklet-less

solar system came up with a new algorithm willbe  Historically, astronomers spotted Heliocentric Orbit Recovery
trick: Instead of scanning theskies Researchers a Key tool in  new planets, asteroids and comets  (THOR), is able to connect a dot of
forthese killer rocks, they wrotean found100near- spotting future by photographing the same night light seen in one image with a
algorithm that would sift through  Earthasteroids, dangers. sky multiple times, The patternof  different dot of light in a different
old pictures of thenight sky. but thankfully, Most of the distantstars and galaxies remain  image taken on a different night —

In April, they revealed a big noneofthe100 spacerocksliein  unchanged, butobjectsmuchcloser  sometimes by a different telescope
bounty: 27,500 solar system bodies. appeartobeon themainasteroid move noticeably within a few —andfigureontthatthese twodots
That is more than the number acollisionpath belt between hours. Multiple observationsof a are actually the same object,
discovered by all the world’'s tele- withourplanet DMarsandJupiter moving object, called a ‘tracklet’, usually anasteroid.
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The second Sunday in May is
Mother's Day in many places, but in
Nerul, avillage elose to the mouth of
the Mandoviriverin Goa, it'stimeto
celebrate clams. The sands of the
riverbed and shore are ideal places
to find tisrivo, small but very tasty
shellfish. A village tradition has
grown of gathering, cleaning and
cooking fisrivo on this day It isn'ta
religious event, though the local

priest is happy to give blessings.

This is excellent, because shellfish
should be celebrated in India far
more than they are. North Kerala
loves mussels and Indian ovstersare
now found in upmarket restaurants,
but given the length of our coastline,
we hardly seem todo justice to shell-
fish. They tend to have an unclean
reputation, perhaps because they
are found in mud and are often filled
with it, or because some species can
occasionally be toxic, depending on
the waters from which they have
been filtering food.

Shellfish have often been left to
marginalised communities, as Dalit
writer Urmila Pawar recalls in her
memoir Aavdan: The Weave of My
Life. She writes of how women from
her community would forage along
coasts for ovsters, make a small fire
and place the shells on it, eating
them as they opened. Foragers like
this would have known the seasons

when they were safe to eat and how
to leave the smallest ones, so they
could grow and reproduce.

In recent years, there have been
complaints from parts of Goa, like
Chicalim bay, of hordes descending
on the sands to collect shellfish
indiscriminately, attracted by the
prospect of making easy money by

The human species has
been gathering and ealing
shellfish from shores since
prehistoric times.
Shellfish literally helped

us spread across the world

Celebrating How Shellfish Helped Humans Evolve ( ~

harvesting fisrivo, because they have
become popular in Goan fish thali
restaurants. These ‘outsiders’ are
blamed for endangering the shellfish,
though polluted water and
unrestrained sand mining seem
more likely to cause problems,

The post-Covid period saw a par-
ticular boom in harvesting, possibly
because shellfish flourished in the
relative peace that the sands enjoyed
during lockdowns. Watching the
harvesters wade through the mud.
feeling around for the shells seemed
to recall something really ancient.
In D¥nner with Darwin, Jonathan
Silverman’s study of how food and
evolution have interacted, he notes
how the human species has been
gathering and eating shellfish from
shores since prehistoric times:
“Mounds of discarded seashells
punctuate the historical routes fol-
lowed by our species as we travelled
along the coastlines of our planet.”
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Shellfish literally
helped us spread across the world.
Silverman notes that shellfish are
rich in the omega-3 fatty acids need-
ed for brain development, so they
also helped transform us physically
Unlike fish, they don't need boats to
catch them and unlike land-based
plants and animals, littoral species
like shellfish are less susceptible to
droughts and other vagaries of
weather. They can beeatenraw or, as
roasted, which helps open them up.
with the shells serving as natural
utensils. In Richard Wrangham's
Cratching Fire, his book on how cook-
ing helped create us as a species, he
writes of how tribes like “the
Yahgan of Tierra del Fuego used
mussel shells tocatch thedripsfrom
aroasting seal or to hold whale oil™,
Goa 1s now promoting mussel

farming, which has already
taken off in Kerala. Instead of the
rocks on which they are naturally
found, they are grown on ropes hung
in the sea from rafts. Mussels, which
were aminor food in Goa, are becom-
ing increasingly available. But this
shouldn't be at the expenseof tisrivo.
and some of the suggestions made
after the rush for harvesting in
Chicalim have been constructive,
like enforcing periods when harvest-
ing has to stop, or preventing the re-
ally small juveniles from being har-
vested,

Festivals like Nerul's could also be
used as a way to educate people
about shellfish. Perhaps in
centuries to come, heaps of shells
excavated in Goa could be proof of
how much we valued and gained
from tisrivo.
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Chepauk, Chennal
3:30pm (5tar Sports [ Jio Cinema)

LWLWL LLWWW

HEAD TO HEAD
15 13

LAST 3 MATCHES
RR won by 32 runs 2023
RR won by 3 runs 2023
RR won by 5 wickets 2022

RCB vs DC

Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru
7:30pm {Star Sports / Jio Cinema)

Y ;T
WWWWL WLWWL
HEAD TO HEAD

18 11

LAST 3 MATCHES
DC won by 7 wickets

RCE won by 23 runs
RCB won by 16 runs

Neeraj Vows to Win Next
Diamond League After
Finishing 2nd in Doha

Olympic and
world champion
javelin thrower
MNeeraj Chopra
vowed to go one
step ahead in the
next Diamond
League meeting
after finishing

a close second during the Doha

leg in Doha. Chopra's final effort

of 88.36m fell short by just two
centimeters of Jakub Vadlejch's
winning effort on Friday night.

The 26-year-old Chopra trailed

the veteran Czech — who won the
title with his third throw of B8.38m
- throughout the competition.
Chopra, taking part in his first
competition of the season, made

a last ditch effort but the Indian
superstar failed to defend the title.
“The most important competition
for me this year is Paris Olympics,
but Diamond League meetings

are important too. This was the
opener for me this season, |
finished second with a narrow two-
centimetre margin but next time |
will try to draw far and try to win,”
Chopra said. PTI

Anderson to Play Last Test
vs West Indies at Lord's

England star James Anderson
believes the "time is right” to end
his Test career after revealing July's
clash against the West Indies at
Lord's will be his final appearance
in the five-day format. The 41-year-
old became the first seamer and
just the third bowler in history

to reach 700 Test wickets, after
spinners Shane Warne and Muttiah
Muralitharan, in his most recent
outing against India in March.

But Anderson has decided to call
time on his Test career after talks
with England head coach Brendon
McCullum, who wants to modify
his side’s seam attack and build
towards the future. Setting the first
Test against the West Indies as his
farewell date, Anderson wrote on
Instagram: "Hi everyone. Just a
note to say that the first Test of the
summer at Lord's will be my last

Test.” AFP
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Man City Throw
Down the Gauntlet

Guardiola’s side takes control of the Premier League title race with 4-0 win
at Fulham to take 2-point lead over Arsenal who play Man United tonight

1

anchester City swept fo the

top of the Premier League

as Josko Gvardiol's double

inspired a vital 4-0 victory
against Fulhamon Saturday

Pep Guardiola’s side are two wins
away from lifting an unprecedented
fourth successive English title after a
commandingdisplay at Craven Cottage.

Gvardiol put City ahead early on be-
fore Phil Foden's 25th goal inall competi-
tions thisseason increased theirlead.

By the time Gvardiol netted his sec-
ond, City were strolling to three price-
less points on a sunlit afternoon on the
banksof the River Thames.

Julian Alvarez underlined City's supe-
riority with a late penalty after
Fulham’sIssa Diopwassentoff forfoul-
ing the Argentine,

Now two pointsclearof second placed
Arsenal, City will look fora favour from
their arch rivals Manchester United,
who host the Gunners on Sunday

If Arsenal fail to win at Old Trafford,
City will be crowned champions if they
beat Tottenham on Tuesday or West
Ham in their final game on May 19.

Regardless of Arsenal’s remaining
results against United and Everton,
City know two more victories will
make it a remarkable six titles in the
last seven seasons.

City's 16th successive win against
Fulham - the longest run of consecu-
tive victories over one team in English

FULHAM 0

MAN CITY 4
Gvardiol (13, 77"), Foden (59",
Alvarez (90'+6' Pen)

Premier League: Points Table |
# Team Mat W D L GD PTS
IManCity 36 26 7 3 +58 85
2Arsenal 36 26 5 5 +60 B3

tootball history — alsomathematically
ended third-placed Liverpool’s title
challenge, Guardiola had labelled the
Fulham game as the first of four “fi-
nals” for City as they aim to clinch the
title and then beat Manchester United
in the EA Cupfinal.

They roseto his challenge in styleand
will head to Tottenhamnext week boast-
inga2l-gameunbeaten leaguerun, hav-
ing also trimmed Arsenal’s goal differ-
enceadvantage over them tojust two,

A social media video of Fulham play-
ers flying a kite during training this
week had raised questioned about just
how focused the hosts would be ina
match that had little riding on it for
them. Arsenal’s fears were confirmed
as City carved Fulham apart in typi-
callv swagrering style to take the lead
after 13 minutes.

Guardiola had revealed City prac-
tisedonadry pitch with high grassthis
week in a bid to prepare for a similar
surtace to the one that caused them

problems on their previous visit to
Craven Cottage.

City’s preparation worked a treatas a
flowing 19-pass move climaxed with
Kevin De Bruyne clipping a pass to
Gvardiol on theedge of theedge.

The Croatian defender took two deft
touches as he glided through the
Fulham defence before planting a com-
posed low finish past Bernd Lenoforhis
fourth goal in his last seven appearanc-
es. City lost Dutch defender Nathan Ake
to injury; but staved on the offensive as
long-range efforts from Bernardo Silva
and Foden tested Leno.

Guardiola’s men monopolised posses-
sion, with Manuel Akanji wasting a
eolden opportunity just before half-time
with a wild swipe that sailed over from
DeBruyne'scorner,

Fulham threatened when Adama
Traore'scross was flicked goalwards by
Muniz, forcing Ederson to save at full
stretch. But City took complete control
in the 39th minute as Silva accelerated
into the area, his progress halted by
Joao Palhinha'stackle, only forthealert
Foden to pounce witha perfectly-placed
strike into the far corner:

However, City struck again in the T1st
minuteas Gvardiol stretched to fturn in
Silva’s cross with an agile close-range
finish. Alvarez put the seal ona clinical
performance from the relentless cham-
pions, converting a stoppage-time pen-
alty atter Diopchopped himdown, AFp

Josko Gvardiol(L) celebrates after
scoring his second goal for Man City
on Saturday Reuters

Mbappe to
Leave PSG
at End of
Season

Kylian Mbappe canfirmed on
Friday that he will leave French
champions Paris Saint-Germain
at the end of the season, with
Real Madrid widely expected

to be his next destination, The
announcement brings an end

to a prolific association with his
hometown team, which began
when he signed from Monaco
in 2017 in a deal worth $194
million. “I wanted to announce
to you all that it's my last year
at Paris Saint-Germain. | will not
extend and the adventure will
come to an end in a few weeks,”
Mbappe, 25, said in a video
posted on social media. "l will
play my last game at the Parc
des Princes on Sunday.” AFP

WATCHOUT! Tonight

PREMIER LEAGUE Man United v Arsenal
Spm (Star Sports) LA LIGA Atlético
Madrid v CeltaVigo 7:45 (Sports18)
BUNDESLIGA BayernMunichv
Wolfsburg 9pm (Sony Ten) LIGUE 1
PSGv Toulouse 12:30am (Sports1s)
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How Indian Teamis Preparing

Forthe Paris Olympics

P -

Boria Majumdar

Sport is all about preparation, especially in
elite high-performance sports. The work con-
ducted away from the cameras helps In
achieving that decisive one percent. In big
tournaments, like the Olympics, it’s this one
percent that often makes the difference.

Under captain Harmanpreet Singh and
coach Craig Fulton, Indian men’s hockey
team is doing exactly that in Bengaluru.
Chasing that one percent.

Away from the public glare, the training regi-
men is rigorous, Two gym sessions, focusing on
sprints and endurance training, are held in the
morning. Evenings are for match simulations
where players push each other to their limits.

“The fittest team will go on to make it to the po-
dium. We know it and are training for it,” said
Harmanpreet Singh, the captain. “Tt is easier to
say, but toget there is very tough. Tobe away from
family and friends for weeks, nocheatmeals, and
the same dailv routine, it s not easy for anvone.
Thesethings gounnoticed when we justfocuson
match results.

India captain
Harmanpreet
Singh HI

“That's why weneed tofind waystorelax. Some
listen to music while many of us get after each
other and lighten the mood. It is a happy bunch
and ahappy team is always the best team.”

There are separate drills for drag flicks and for
countering drag flicks.

“As a first rusher, my job is to see at what pace
the ball is being pushed and in that fraction of a
second decide when torush. This anticipation is
the key to stop the flick and save the goal. A mis-
take could cost us dear and we are training for it
evervday " said Amit Rohidas, India'sfirst rusher:

*“You can't leave things to chance. We are deter-
mined to change the colour of the medal. Each

davwetrain like thiswe get that extra

“Theteam that wewill beseeingin Thefittest  inchclosertoourgoal. We know this
Paris is getting formed now. teamwillgo isour best opportunity and the mo-
Everythingisbeingworkedoutin_ gntomakeitto  ment youthink whata medal can do
the camp. They know that things the podium. We tothesportat laree, vou know all this
will never follow a pattern in Paris. know it am:l.are effort is worth it,” said Manpreet
Results will not always go vour way, Singh, who will be playing in his
But as [PR] Sreejesh said, ‘Not eve- training for it fourth Olympics.
ryday you will play at vour best. HARMANPREET The best comment, however, came

Even then vou need to win', And
that's what we need todo in Paris.”

Witnessing the team’s training firsthand was
enlightening, particularly noting the relaxed de-
meanour of the players amidst the high stakes,
Despite the pressure to perform, many view itas
anopportunity for growth.

“Craig is like the Pep Guardiola of Indian
hockey,” said midfield general Hardik Singh,
whose injury had cost India dear at the 2023
home World Cap. “With him around, thereisno
lack of attention to detail. For every situation
he has a plan. Even when we win, there is a
meeting where he tells us what more we could
do. 1 haven't seen a better coach.”

“We need to be the best prepared. But vou feel
lomely and isolated at times because vou are do-
ing the same thing over and over again, There is
a certain monotony about it. You are seeing the
samefaces, doing thesame drills, eating the same
food and it can't be easy,” said Harmanpreet.

SINGH India captain

from Sreejesh, whois perhaps play-
ing hislast Olympics. “Thavesaid to
the boys that if we win gold I am going to be
around for LA [2028],” said Sreejesh laughing.
“Why should I retire if we win a medal. [ have
said to my teammates that they need to get bet-
ter than me for me to give up.”

By then Craig Fulton was there after a shower:
Hehad monitored the training drills all morning
and wasexhausted. And yethe was focussed.

“We know there is pressure, But isn't this what
we wanted. As players this is where you need to
be. There is still a lot of work todo soall I will say
15 let's keep working hard. Every session, every
drill, every movement and every detail —that'’s
what Iam focussed on, If wedothesewell, we will
do well in Paris,” Fulton said as someone passed
hima training plan for the afiernoon.

“We will start at 5:30pm again,” announced
Fulton, who is chasing excellence and that deci-
siveone percent.

‘We Want to Score
More Field Goals’

Indian men’s hockey team head coach CRAIG FULTON speaks
with AMIT CHAUDHARY about his time with the Indian team,
the Olympics preparations and more. Excerpts

It's been more than a year since you took over
as coach. Has the team completely adjusted to
your philosophy or is it still a work in progress?
Mo, it's still a work in progress. | think if you talk
in Olympic cycles, which is four years, it's just
been one year and we're already preparing for
the first Olympics. So, some other environments
have had an Olympics and then building into this
Dlympics with the same philosophy. We have
obviously changed three quarters of the way
through and are picking up the last kind of 15
months. But I'm okay with that in the sense that |
knew what | was getting myself into and we had
to qualify first. Now that we've done that, we're
trying to make up for the shortfall a little bit.
We're not there yet, but we're on track.
Which part (or parts) of the team has seen

the biggest improvement since your arrival?
Something that gives you the most satisfaction.
It depends what phase you're in. And it also de-
pends what opposition you're playing. Because

if you're playing certain opposition that aren't
ranked high inthe world, it's a lot easier to score
field goals. When you're playing the top three
teams in the world, it's not easy to score field
goals. So we're obviously wanting to try and focus
on our final third and score mare field goals. But
our conversion rate with our penalty corner is
high. So we need to keep that. But we want to try
and improve our conversion of field goals. That's
one focus area.

What are the biggest challenges in preparinga
team for major tournaments like the Olympics?
Yeah, there are [challenges]. But you al-
ways got to work back from the main
focus. So, what is the priority tour-
nament? And then you wark back
from that. And having a squad
system, it's important to rotate
players to keep everyone fresh but
also at the same time giving compe-
tition to everyone. It's a balancing act.
Sometimes it works and sometimes

it doesn't. We learn as we go.
How do you see India's re-
cent performance against
Australia? Isn't it worrisome
tolose a series withsucha
margin (5-0) so close to the
Olympics?

No. Because if we'd won all of
those games, then what? Then
we have nothing to work on.
Do you know what | mean?
Like, it's a balance. We per-

formed well in defence in those games because
I've seen Indian teams lose five, six, seven goals
against Australia in certain games, The first
game didn’t go well in terms of what we wanted
to achieve, But from the second game onwards
it was much better. And then having depth in

the sguad.. we were able to play [a total of] 27
playersin five games, that was really important
to build depth. We also kept young Boby [Singh
Dhami] and he scored on debut, so that was also
important from a junior point of view to keep the
four juniors playing.

What were the learnings from the series?

We needed the competition. There was a gap be-
tween our performance and where we wanted to
be. But we've also gained depth in our squad. We
played a lot more players against higher-ranked
opposition and we found out who can cope and
who's still got some way to go. So that was good.
Two Pro League events, in Belgium and London,
are coming up in May end and early June. What
roles are these events going to play in prepara-
tion for the Paris Olympics?

I think it will help with the squad selection. Also for
set players and chemistry, like what we're trying
to do with the team. So, we're playing with less
players now. It's important to have these blocks of
competition literally six, seven weeks out from the
tournament. But it's the only competition we have
that has full international umpires, video referrals,
and we're sitting third on the log. So, we really
want to try and stay on the podium, and we have
eight games to do that.

India were on the podium in Tokyo. Is there

"\, Pressuretomayberepeattheperformance

or change the colour of the medal in Paris?
Pressure is created through expectation.
So expectation is someone else’s idea of
what they should be doing. But right now,
we are ranked fifth or sixth in the world
and there's a gap between us and the top
three teams. We can compete with all of
: them on our day, butit's to consist-
_ ently doit in five pool games.
S, That's the deal. You need to do
= itwellin the first five pool
games, make the quarters.
And then on your day,
hope you've done enough
work in all aspects of
whoever you might
play, and then be able
to be ready to beat
- everyone. Sothat's
our focus.
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PLAYER-OWNER
BALANCE?

The Rahul-Goenka episode is a reminder of

where the power lies in the IPL ecosystem

i e

LSG owner Sanjiv Goenka (L) was seen having a heated discussion with
captain KL Rahul after their crushing loss against SRH _Screen grab/Jio Cinema

i
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BALL

Joy Bhattacharjya

It'stelling that at the end of anextraor-
dinary cricket match, the biggest
news still had nothing to do with the
on-field action.

After beingset 166 towin in20overs by
the Lucknow Super Giants, the
sSunrisers Hvderabad openers accom-
plished the task in a jaw dropping 9.4
overs, averaging 17.27 runs per over. It
was an amazing performance, but the
post-game social media discourse was
mostly about what the broadcast cam-
eras picked upjust off the field.

The LSG owner, Sanjiv Goenka, was
inananimated discussion with hiscap-
tain, K L Rahul. It was Goenka whowas
doingmost of thetalking, and the body
language and expressions wereclearly
of a man who was angrily demanding
an explanation for the debacle,

There is probably place for a post-
maortem about what Rahul eould have
done to stop, or at any rate stem the
murderous assault mounted by the
muostdestructive opening
pair in this vear'stourna-

The best-regarded

playing a part in the planning, many
teams finally chose to go hard after a
particular player on the whims of their
(ANTIETS.

It's easy to question the auction pro-
cess, where players have little say in
whether they are chosen or where they
oo, or even the price, once the reserve
price has been exceeded. But that same
auction process ensures a couple of 1m-
portantwins, First, that the league is not
crippled by ballooning prices demand-
ed by top players and their agents. And
second, that one or two of the richer
teams cannotcornerthe market by buy-
ingmostof thetoptalent available,

Theseare importantissues inaworld
wherethe Spanish La Liga strugglesto
ook beyond its top two or three clubs,
even the Premier League results are
dominated by an elite setof clubs, and
maost clubs are struggling financially
even with mammoth media deals for
theleague.

TheIPL, currently, withall its issues, is
a cash cow for its original owners, has
seen 7 different champions in 17 years
and even the 10th placed team canon its
day beat the leagueleader

So how does one right the balance
between players and teams without
totally changing the financial dynam-
ics of the league, which are hugely
successful and a template that is the
envy of many estab-
lished leagues around

ment. But most agreed  OWnerstendto  hegiohe,

that thevisualsof Rahul, hide their tensions  Onewaythattiltsitalittle
a top professional crick-  from the team, let more in favour of players
eter being taken totask  professionalsrun and gives them some
by an owner who proba- the sporting part choice in the matter is to
bly hadn’'t played the of the business give each player an opt-out

game at anywhere ap-
proaching that level were disturbing
and crossed a line that separated com-
merce from cricket.

Theline between professional owners
and their sporting teams has always
been difficult to draw. To expect zen-
like patience and forbearance from
owners who had invested millions of
dollars and a great deal of passion is
not totally reasonable,

The best-regarded owners tend to
hide their tensions from the team, let
professionals run the sporting part of
the business, and are content to be cer-
emonial heads of that part of the busi-
ness, leaving the executive decisionsto
managers and coaches. But Silvio
Berlusconi at AC Milan or David
Tepper of the Carolina Panthers are
justsomeof the more prominent inter-
nationals owners who have crossed
that line and tried to micromanage
their team’s performances.

Closer to home, at least one legendary
owner in Goa football would insist on
gitting on the bench during games and
ringing in the substitutes himself

From the very start of the IPL in 2008,
because of the auction process, owners
have been perceived to have a far more
direct relationship with selection.
Players are bid for and bought, some-
times for jaw dropping prices. And
while professionals were definitely

card. That means each
player has the right to refuse any one
franchise if they so choose. All the re-
maining franchises can still bid for the
player. The card is only known to the
BCCI, and thefranchise he is opting out
of has to be specified beforehand by the
player, The BCCI in turn informs the
franchise who 1s barred from bidding
for that particular player. To make sure
egos are not ruffled, the information
stays between the three parties.

If such acard wasavailable, it would
definitely be used with the greatest
care, as any player offering their ser-
vices in an open auction would not
want to limit their options. But in
those cases where that relationship
was already broken, the player could
decide not to tempt fate again.

And if one or two franchises had
quite a few refusing to play for them,
perhaps that would make sure that
they improved their playver/owner re-
lationships.

It's not easy for hugely successful
business magnates toaccept that their
teams will not win every time. Butit's
important for them to appreciate that
the playerisfinally at the heart of this
business, and slightly righting the dy-
namic betweenthem willmakea huge
difference.

The writer is former tecam director
af Kolkata Knight Riders

Djokovic Hit on Head by
Drinks Bottle, But No Concerns

Novak Diokovic insisted on Saturday
thathewas “fine” and ready toplay after
beinghiton the head by a water bottle as
he signed autographs following his sec-
ond-round win at the Rome Open.

World No. 1Djokovic was left crouched
on the ground inagony on Friday asthe
bottlestrack himon the backof thehead
as he greeted fans on centre court at the
ForoItalico. “Thank vou for the messag-
esof concern,” Djokovicwrote Saturday
on X, formerly Twitter, “This was an ac-
cident and [ am fine resting at the hotel
withan ice pack. See vouallon Sunday”

The 36-vear-old had gotten off toa win-
ning start in the Italian capital, beating
France’s Corentin Moutet 6-3, 6-1 to ad-
vance tothe third round.

He will face Chile’s Alejandro Tabilo
nextastheSerbwarmsupforthe French
Open Grand Slam withagreatchanceto
add tohis six titles in Rome.

There had been fears that Djokovic
mightjointhe listof playerstowithdraw
from the tournament after the 24-time
Grand Slam winner was covered by se-
curity staff’ as hewas led from thearena
on foot. However tournament organis-
ers later released a short statement say-
ing Djokovic's “condition is not a cause
for concern™, and shared a video show-
ing that the bottle had accidentally
slipped from a spectator’s grasp.

NADAL UNCLEAR ON FRENCH OPEN

Rafa Nadal said he was still in two
minds about whether he will play in the

Novak
DjoKovic!

AFP

‘1 |

French Open starting this month after
hewaseliminated from the Italian Open
in straight sets by seventh seed Hubert
Hurkacz on Saturday, Poland's Hurkacz
beat Nadal 6-1 6-3 in the second round.
The 37-vear-old Spaniard, who has said
he expects to retire after this season,
spent most of last year nursing a hip is-
sue that required surgery, before a mus-
cletearin Brishanestalled hiscomeback
nJanuary

*“You cansee today on the court how dif-
ficult it is,” Nadal told reporters.
“Probably one is to say, ‘Okay, I'm not
ready, I'm not playing well’, Then it's the
moment to take a decision in terms of
not playing Roland Garros. Anotheristo
accept how 1 am today and work the
properway to try to be in adifferent way
intwo weeks.

“The decision, as vou can imagine, is
not clear inmy mind today, But if [ have
to say what's my feeling and if mv mind
iscloser one way or theother way, I'mgo-
ing to say ‘Be in Roland Garros and try
my best’, AFP/Reuters




