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Disputed
school
names
revived

Virginia board votes
to reverse decision on
Confederate officers

By Campbell Robertson
The New York Times

WOODSTOCK, Va. — After a
meeting that lasted for hours, the
Shenandoah County school board
voted early Friday to restore the
names of three Confederate offi-
cers to schools in the district.

With the vote, the district
appears to be the first in the coun-
try to return Confederate names
to schools that had removed them
after summer 2020, according
to researchers at the Montgom-
ery, Alabama-based Equal Justice
Initiative.

The vote rolled back a decision
made four years ago, when the
murder of George Floyd prompted
nationwide demands for a racial
reckoning. At a virtual meeting
in July 2020, the summer of the
pandemic and protests, the board
voted 5-1to drop the names of two
schools — Ashby-Lee Elemen-
tary and Stonewall Jackson High
— that it deemed incompatible
with a recently passed resolution
condemning racism. The schools
were renamed the next year as
Honey Run and Mountain View.

Buta fury had been unleashed in
the rural county in the mountains
of Virginia. People crowded into
school board meetings, denounc-
ing the name changes as secretive
and rushed through with little
advance notice, and voicing deeper
resentments about cultural shifts
they saw as being foisted upon
them.

After a revote ended in a tie in
2022, the name changes stood. But
opponents swore that Stonewall
Jackson would be revived. And
Friday, he was.

“When you read about this man
— who he was, what he stood for,
his character, his loyalty, his lead-
ership, how godly a man he was —
those standards that he had were
much higher than any leadership
of the school system in 2020,”
said Tom Streett, one of the board
members. Then he and four of his
five colleagues voted to bring Jack-
son and the other names back.

The county, which is more than
90% white, is not alone in roll-
ing back decisions made in 2020.
Across the U.S,, several measures
adopted in 2020 and 2021, includ-
ingnew classroom curricula about
the nation’s racial history, have
been curtailed or eliminated in the
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Rookie minicamp
showcases new QB

Caleb Williams ran the Bears’
offense and worked with wide
receivers, including first-round pick
Rome Odunze, In the first practice
of a two-day rookie minicamp in
Lake Forest. Chicago Sports

Pilsen church’s future
debated at hearing

At a Commission on Chicago
Landmarks hearing, dozens who
back landmarking St. Adalbert
clashed with leaders of the Chicago

NO MOW MAY
GETTING A TRIM

Chicagoans put off mowing to help bees — but only until Mother’s Day

By Nara Schoenberg
Chicago Tribune

The lawn in front of Annette Peterson’s
Riverside bungalow stands maybe 2 inches
higher than the standard emerald buzz-cut.

Look closely and you can see low-lying
wildflowers — yellow, violet and lavender
— hiding in the lush grasses.

Still, there’s little to suggest that Peterson
is participating in No Mow May, a national
conservation initiative that encourages
homeowners to aid struggling pollinators,
includingbees, by forsaking the lawnmower
until June 1.

Four years after No Mow May arrived
in the United States, along with foot-high
grasses and lawns dotted with hundreds
of dandelions, there are signs that the

“I grew up in this
area. ’'mvery
familiar with the
ecology and grass.
Even in an average
year, I don’t think you
can get through the
entire month of May
(without mowing).”

— Jon Yeater, supervisor of the

forestry and grounds division

at the Westmont Public Works
Department

Chicago area is embracing a more moder-
ate approach.

At least five cities and towns in the area,
including Westmont, La Grange Park and
Riverside, are hosting No Mow ‘Til Mother’s
Day, which allows lawns to grow and flow-
ering weeds such as dandelions and creep-
ing Charlie to fully flourish, but only until
mid-May.

To supporters, it’s a win-win: Hungry
bees get access to important early season
pollen and nectar, and neighbors get more
orderly vistas.

“I think it’s the perfect middle ground
for suburban Chicagoland,” said Peterson,
ayoga teacher.

The other participating communi-
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Homeowner Annette Peterson stands in her unmowed backyard in Riverside on Wednesday. In No Mow May, some people let their
lawns grow so that pollinators, such as bees, can feed on the early-season nectar of flowers. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Former University of lllinois basketball player Terrence Shannon Jr. appears in court Friday in Lawrence,
Kan. A judge ordered him to stand trial on a rape charge. CHRIS CONDE/THE LAWRENCE JOURNAL-WORLD

Former Illini star Shannon
to stand trial on rape charge

Woman testified
she was assaulted at
crowded campus bar

By Angie Leventis Lourgos
Chicago Tribune

A Kansas judge has ruled
that former University of Illi-
nois basketball star Terrence

on arape charge after awoman
testified Friday that she was
“terrified” as she allegedly was
being assaulted.

Shannon, 23, appeared before
Judge Sally Pokorny in Douglas
County District Court in Kansas
on Friday for a preliminary
hearing. The Chicago native is
charged with one count of rape
or an alternative count of aggra-

felony, according to a criminal
complaint.

A jury trial is scheduled
to begin June 10 in Kansas,
according to court officials.

An attorney representing
Shannon said he pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

“Our legal team is neither
shocked nor disappointed by

‘Pink slime’
pubs must
remove
voter info

Judge orders them
to take birthdates,
addresses off websites

By Rick Pearson
Chicago Tribune

A Lake County judge has
given the company that
publishes far-right websites
and flyers designed to look like
newspapers until 5 p.m. Monday
to remove some personally iden-
tifiable voter information it
publicly posted earlier this year
in apparent violation of state
law.

In an order issued Thursday
inresponse to a complaint from
Democratic Attorney General
Kwame Raoul, the publishers of
the so-called “pink slime” publi-
cations must remove registered
voters’ full birthdates and street
addresses from their websites.
That is consistent with publicly
released state voting informa-
tion under federal law.

The publications also are
enjoined from posting addi-
tional voter lists that include full
birthdates and street addresses

Archdiocese. Chicagoland, Page 2 Shannon Jr. must stand trial vated sexual battery, whichisa  Turnto Shannon, Page 4 Turn to Publications, Page 4

TODAY'S o' $4.00 city and suburbs and elsewh AL BCRERLL
Caln = . . .00 city and suburbs and elsewhere

WEATHER - - High 67 Low 49 Complete Chicagoland forecast on Page 8 176th year No.132 © Chicago Tribune B A




2 Chicago Tribune | Section1 | Saturday, May 11,2024

Get the most out of your
newspaper subscription

LTI
W BT

Already getting the Tribune in print? Your subscription
comes with Unlimited Digital Access. Read new stories
throughout the day on chicagotribune.com and page
through the eNewspaper, a digital replica of the Tribune
emailed to you daily. Here are two easy ways to activate
your account:

Call 312-442-0013

We’ll quickly set up your Unlimited Digital Access.

chicagotribune.com/activate

(Chicago Tribune =

T E—
Find Your Home
Delivery Subscription

As avalued Chicago Tribune
subscriber, you can activate your

Enter the inf
begin using y

‘We'll link the emg

'lﬁ?:,:as:;:? Unlimited Digital Access to Chicago
sun.Post il Tribune by simply identifying your
subscription.

Sebect a primary lookup opt

| Last Name &

— Look up your newspaper account
/: using your ZIP code and house
number or phone number. Then
enter your email address and create

People walk nearby the looming figure of St. Adalbert Church on Friday in the Pilsen neighborhood of Chicago.
VINCENT ALBAN/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS
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“Dinner at Home” Cooking at home doesn’t have to be
difficult, but it should always be delicious. Since 2007,
JeanMarie Brownson, culinary director for Rick Bayless’
Frontera Foods, has been helping readers put inventive, yet
simple, dishes on the table through her Dinner at Home
column for the Tribune. Her book includes everything you

Church hangs in the balance

Landmark hearing
pits supporters

need to create spectacular food any day of the week, against archdiocese
including sample menus and recipes for everything from

prosciutto Parmesan puffs to roasted chicken with toma- By Jake Sheridan

to-olive relish. Dinner at home has never been better. Chicago Tribune

“Ask Amy: Advice for Better Living” For over a decade,
Amy Dickinson has been the Tribune’s signature general
advice columnist, helping readers with questions both
personal and pressing. This book, which collects columns
from 2011 to 2013, is a testament to the empathetic
counsel and practical common-sense tips that Dickinson
has been distilling for years.

A yearslong battle over
a historic Polish church
in Pilsen moved from the
streets into the chambers of
Chicago’s City Council on
Friday as church support-
ers who want it protected
as a city landmark clashed
with leaders of the Chicago
Archdiocese who fear land-
marking the church will halt
any efforts to repurpose the
property.

During a daylong
Commission on Chicago
Landmarks hearing, dozens
who back landmarking St.
Adalbert Church provided
fiery testimony and char-
acterized the Archdiocese

“Culture Worrier: Reflections on Race, Politics

and Social Change.” Clarence Page’s newest book
commemorates the 30th anniversary of his column’s first
appearance in the Tribune. It is the first such collection of
the Pulitzer Prize winner’s columns, covering topics such as
politics, social issues, pop culture, race, family, new media
and prominent figures, as well as his personal life.

“10 Things You Might Not Know About Nearly
Everything.” You may never need to know the human
body contains a half-pound of salt, but that’s just one of
the obscure facts you'll find about sports, history, religion,

People in favor of the landmark cheer after Ald. Byron Sigcho-Lopez, 25th, spoke during a
hearing of the Chicago Landmarks Commission to vote on whether to give landmark status to
the St. Adalbert Church building in Pilsen on Friday at City Hall.

politics, arts and culture, food and leisure, and science and of Chicago and the nearby

technology in this collection of columns from Mark Jacob parish that now oversees the

and Stephan Benzkofer. church property as greedy
and disrespectful of St. Adal-

“Life Skills: How To Do Almost Anything” How do you bert’s heritage.

give a good wedding toast? How do you fix a clogged Anina Jakubowski joined

many of the landmark
supporters in the crowd in
saying she placed her hopes
notjustin the churchreceiv-
ing protected status but in
a dream that the church,
which closed in 2019, might
one day reopen. Jakubowski
grew up attending masses at
St. Adalbert and her mother
fought a planned closure
of the church in 1974,
Jakubowski said.

“It was built as a house of
God,” said Jakubowski, now
a Downers Grove resident.
“How can you have so many
thousands of people who
have been in that church
and prayed? Where do those
prayers go?”

But archdiocese lead-
ers said they opposed the

drain? How do you bowl without hurting anyone?
Questions like these make up this engaging do-it-yourself
guide.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at
chicagotribune.com/printbooks

Accuracy and ethics

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Everyone
in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

People wearing “Vote No!” stickers sit in the audience during a hearing of the Chicago
Landmarks Commission to vote on whether to give landmark status to the St. Adalbert Church
building in Pilsen on Friday at City Halll.

m A story on Friday’s Page 1 about a blood test that helps
spot lung cancer misstated the name of the institution Dr.
Ameen Salahudeen is affiliated with. He is with University

of lllinois at Chicago. The Tribune regrets the error.
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protective designation
because it would create
restrictions so strict that
the church building could
become stuck in disrepair
and cost the nearby St. Paul
Parish that inherited St.
Adalbert’s assets millions of
dollars in upkeep costs.

“The future vitality of St.
Paul’s depends on its ability
to use all of the resources it
owns, including the assets
of the closed St. Adalbert’s
parish,” said Bishop Robert
Lombardo, who called the
potential landmark status
“an offense to our right to
religious self governance.”

The landmarks commis-
sion did not vote on whether
it would recommend a
landmark designation for
St. Adalbert, but is sched-
uled to do so June 6. If the
recommendation is made,
the landmark status ques-
tion would go to the full City
Council for final approval.
The status would trigger a
series of restrictions on what
could be done to the church
building and landmarks
commission reviews of any
redevelopment plans in
order to protect the church
complex’s “significant
features” — including its
Renaissance Revival facade.
Still, a landmarks designa-
tion would not completely
banrenovations and interior
changes.

The church was called
“one of the finest in
Chicago” by the Tribune
when it was completed

in 1914 and, at its peak,
served 4,000 families. But
its membership declined as
Pilsen shifted from a more
heavily Polish community
to predominantly Mexican,
said Dan Klaiber, a Depart-
ment of Planning and
Development coordination
planner.

Protesters, many of
them proudly Polish, have
ardently pushed back since
the archdiocese shut down
the church five years ago.
They decried the removal of
astatue from the site and led
the charge for its landmark
status. A 73-year-old woman
last year was arrested for
trespassing while protest-
ing the removal of stained
glass windows and art from
the shuttered church. On
Friday, she joined the spec-
tating crowd at City Hall.
And many have continued to
pray the rosary outside the
building every Friday.

But representatives with
the archdiocese argued
that the building is not
significant enough to merit
the landmark protections.
It pales when compared
to other neighborhood
churches, isn’t made by a
significant architect, does
not add a distinctive pres-
ence in the neighborhood
and had major structural
issues that could require
scaffolding to continue
to cover its facade, urban
planning consultant George
Kisiel said.

A landmark status would

effectively block efforts to
reuse the land in Pilsen,
which desperately needs
more affordable housing,
Lombardo said. Any money
made from the archdio-
cese from selling St. Adal-
bert would go to St. Paul’s,
located a mile away, he
added.

Needed repairs to secure
the church, long covered
with scaffolding on its
facade because of safety
concerns, could cost as
much $8 million, accord-
ing to the archdiocese.
The landmark designation
would deter demolition, but
would not compel rehabil-
itation.

The movement to protect
St. Adalbert has drawn
support from Ald. Byron
Sigcho-Lopez, 25th. The
Pilsen alderman gave a stri-
dent speech Friday that
called for the protective
status, arguing the complex
must be saved “not only
because of the structure,
but because of the people ...
that built this structure with
blood, sweat and tears.”

He harshly criticized
the archdiocese, warning
that “luxury apartments”
would be built on the prop-
erty if the church does not
win protections. He called
the arguments of archdio-
cese leaders “propaganda”
and accused them of being
like the moneychangers and
merchants in the temple
in Jerusalem that Jesus
lambasted in the Gospel.

The comparison drew erup-
tions of cheers and boos
from the crowd.

The charged debate
caused the meeting to be
continually stalled due to
repeated interruptions from
the crowd.

“We are here for, literally,
a hearing. That means we
hear everybody;” said Adam
Rubin, alandmarks commis-
sioner as he tried to main-
tain decorum while running
the meeting.

James Geoly, the Chicago
Archdiocese’s general coun-
sel, said later that Sigc-
ho-Lopez had effectively
blocked several proposals
from developers who had
pitched plans to convert the
church building for other
uses, such as a museum
and an event venue. The
archdiocese was under
contract with a developer
when the church complex
was granted preliminary
landmark status in August.
The landmark status would
protect the church building,
as well as rectory, convent
and school.

In at least one proposal,
new developments on the
2-acre property would have
included 40% affordable
housing while preserving
the main building, Geoly
said.

He held out faith that an
agreement to develop the
land while preserving the
structure could be reached.

“Tomorrow this could all
be solved,” he said.
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Documents sealed in Edgewater stabbing case

Man faces charges
of killing child,
injuring mother

By Madeline Buckley
Chicago Tribune

A Cook County judge on
Friday ordered factual docu-
ments sealed in the high-
ly-scrutinized case of a man
accused of killing 11-year-old
Jayden Perkins and injuring
his pregnant mother in a
stabbing in their Edgewater
apartment.

Crosetti Brand, 37, who
has a documented history
of violence against women,
is charged with murder,
attempted murder and
other felonies in a March
attack he allegedly perpe-
trated just one day after
he was released from
prison where he was sent
after threatening Jayden’s
mother weeks earlier. The
killing spurred grief and
outrage in the community
and raised questions about
safeguards for domestic
violence victims and the
Illinois Prisoner Review
Board’s handling of Brand’s
release.

A photo of Jayden Perkins,
an 11-year-old boy who was
stabbed to deathin his
home on March 13,stands at
amemorial two days later
outside Jayden’s homein
Chicago. VINCENT ALBAN/
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Judge Angela Petrone
took the unusual step of
sealing documents that
contain “factual allegations
or summaries” in a case of
such high interest to the
public, ruling that there are
“limited circumstances” that
overrule the public’s right
to access information about
court cases.

The hearing unfolded
with elevated security after
outbursts during at least

two prior hearings, includ-
ing one in which a family
member ran to the front
of the courtroom yelling
at Brand. Family members
lined the gallery, some in
shirts that said “Justice for
Jayden”

No one was arrested after
the past incidents, but the
judge said any future disrup-
tions would be met with a
contempt of court charge.

“Do not make me do that
... L know that emotions are
running high,” she said.

Cook County prosecu-
tors made the request to seal
the documents after Brand,
who is representing himself,
filed amotion to dismiss the
indictment, arguing that the
pretrial publicity biased the
grand jurors against him.
Petrone denied the request
to dismiss the charges.

“The People make this
request out of concern that
any publication of pretrial
pleadings ... may receive
further media attention and
may affect the Defendant’s
ability to receive a fair trial,”
the state’s motion to seal
reads.

Brand did not object to the
request.

When delivering her
decision, Petrone noted the
public’s right to open and
transparent court proceed-
ings, but said it is not “abso-
lute”

Among future filings that
will be sealed, prosecutors
said they will file documents
that will detail pastincidents
involving Brand that are
“notof publicrecord and are
of a sensitive nature.”

Brand’s record of abuse
was a matter of public
interest after he was
arrested, including nearly
two decades of terrorizing
Jayden’s mother prior to the
attack.

Prosecutors said the
woman, who was engaged
to someone else, was in a
romantic relationship with
Brand more than 15 years
ago. Brand has racked up
multiple convictions for
battering her, threatening
her and her mother and
violating orders of protec-
tions, court records show.

In 2013, Brand pleaded
guilty to charges of domes-
tic battery for punching
another woman, who had
recently ended a relation-
ship with him, hard enough

to knock her unconscious
and leave her bleeding
from the mouth. Before the
physical confrontation, he
told her, “I’'m gonna blow
your head off, you think
you gonna leave that easy,”
according to the motion.

Later, he was sentenced
to 16 years in prison in a
November 2015 attack on
a third woman, who had
recently ended a relation-
ship with him, according to
court documents. He also
threatened her son when he
tried to intervene.

“Of the people that come
through this courtroom, it’s
hard to find someone who
is more dangerous than
this defendant,” said Assis-
tant State’s Attorney Anne
McCord Rodgers during a
March detention hearing.

After serving time for
the 2015 attack, Brand was
released from prison on
parole in October. Months
later on Jan. 30, Brand sent
Jayden’s mother a text
message threatening her
and her family, then showed
up at her apartment on Feb.
1, according to prosecutors
and court records.

He rang the doorbell

multiple times and tried
to pull the door handle out
of the door. The woman
contacted the parole board,
and he was sent back to
prison, according to prose-
cutors.

In the interim, records
show that the woman tried
to get an emergency order
of protection, but a judge
denied the emergency order
because Brand was locked
up.

Brand was released one
day before he returned to
the apartment and killed
Jayden, prosecutors alleged.
His mother was in the apart-
ment with her two sons, and
unlocked the door ready to
leave when Brand barged in,
they alleged.

He attacked the mother,
then stabbed Jayden when
he tried to intervene, pros-
ecutors said, all in front of a
younger child.

The state’s top parole
official and another board
member resigned in the
wake of the attack, and Gow.
J.B. Pritzker created a new
executive review board
position with a mandate to
expand domestic violence
training for board members.

Officials lay out ambitious
timeline for prison projects

$1B plan to close,
rebuild Stateville,
Logan prisons

By Jeremy Gorner
Chicago Tribune

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois
prison officials Friday indi-
cated Stateville Correctional
Center could close as early
as September under a plan
to dismantle the sprawling
facility as well as a down-
state women’s prison before
rebuilding both in a nearly
$1 billion project that could
take as long as five years to
complete.

It’s been only about two
months since Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker announced the plans to
rebuild Stateville and Logan
correctional centers, citing
the age and deteriorating
condition of the facilities,
and the timeline presented
at a hearing Friday would
depend on a number of
factors.

Funding to start the proj-
ectstill has tobe approved as
part of Pritzker’s proposed
$52.7 billion budget, which
legislators are attempting
to complete negotiations on
before a scheduled May 24
adjournment. The Illinois
Department of Corrections
is asking for $161 million
for the upcoming budget
year that begins July 1 for
the project at Stateville
and nearly $80 million for
Logan.

The Commission on
Government Forecasting
and Accountability, which
has an advisory role in the
process, won’t make its
recommendations for the
project until some time in
mid-June. At some point
before then, two commu-
nity-based meetings
need to be scheduled to
solicit public input on the
proposal.

State Rep. C.D. Davids-
meyer, a Republican from
downstate Jacksonville
who co-chairs COGFA,
expressed concerns about
the timing of the plan to
IDOC officials during a
Friday hearing. He also
accused the agency of being
“less than transparent”
about plans for Logan.

Those plans include
moving Logan from its long-
time location in Lincoln,
about 30 miles northeast of
Springfield, to the Stateville
property in Crest Hill, near
Joliet. That proposal was
criticized by some down-
state officials who fear it
could deprive the city of
Lincoln of more job oppor-
tunities, especially follow-
ing the closure of Lincoln
College and impending
shutdown of Lincoln Chris-
tian University.

“With the timeline that
we’re required to follow
via COGFA, that puts us in

the last week of May, which
is traditionally the busiest
week in Springfield,” said
Davidsmeyer. “You put the
members of COGFA in a
situation where we almost
have to choose whether we
allow the communities to
be heard in a way they need
to be heard, or whether we
come here and do our job to
pass abudget.”

Acting IDOC Director
Latoya Hughes replied
that it wasn’t her agency’s
intention to put COGFA
members in a difficult situ-
ation, but testified that the
agency still intends to close
Stateville and move people
incarcerated there to other
facilities after the legislative
panel makes its recommen-
dations.

“It’s important for us
to note that as we move
through this process, there’s
certain pieces of information
we have at certain times and
certain pieces of informa-
tion we’re still developing
because this is the first time
inaverylongtime that we’re
rebuilding facilities, and so
we’re moving through this
process in a (systematic)
way,” Hughes said.

IDOC has said the transi-
tion of incarcerated people
and staff will cost about $7
million for both facilities
combined, and the agency
said the plan would help
the state avoid hundreds
of millions of dollars in
deferred maintenance costs.

IDOC has also said
moving Logan to the Stat-
eville site would provide a
better geographical balance
for women’s prisons in the
state “by providing a north-
ern facility to pair with”
Decatur Correctional
Center for women, which is
about 36 miles from Logan’s
location in Lincoln. Under
the plan, people incarcer-
ated at Logan would remain
there until the new prisonis
built.

AtFriday’s hearing, IDOC
officials unveiled a five-year
estimated timeline for its
project. Davidsmeyer raised
concerns over whether the
project will take more than
five years to complete.
He noted that his district
touches the Mississippi
River at the Missouri border,
and said it takes about three
years for Missouri to build
a bridge and seven years in
Illinois.

“It’s very hard for me to
believe that we’re going to
build a ... secure facility any
quicker than we can build a
bridge,” he said.

Hughes responded that
Davidsmeyer made “a very
valid point” and noted IDOC
officials have to work with
the state’s Capital Devel-
opment Board, the agency
that oversees state-funded
construction projects, to
understand “all of the steps

and the process and the time
it takes to go through all of
that.”

IDOC has previously
said Logan employees
could be relocated to antic-
ipated department open-
ings within a 90-mile radius
of their current workplace.
The IDOC recommenda-
tions have maintained that
no employees are expected
tolose their jobs unless they
voluntarily choose a layoff.
More than 450 people are
staffed at Logan Correc-
tional Center and 939 are
employed at Stateville,
IDOC said.

But Michael Newman,
deputy director of the
American Federation of
State, County and Munici-
pal Employees Council 31,
which represents prison
employees, testified that
IDOC’s plan would “need-
lessly and drastically disrupt
the lives of the department’s
employees, the lives of indi-
viduals who are currently
incarcerated, their families
and the economic well-be-
ing of several communities.”

He said uncertainties
remain over how the plan
would affect employ-
ees’ travel plans if they’re
transferred to other facili-
ties, as well as safety issues
for employees and people
incarcerated, among other
things.

“Every available indica-
tor shows that our state’s
prisons are becoming more
dangerous for the employ-
ees who work in them,
and for the individuals
in custody as well,” said
Newman. “Relocating all of
those individuals from Stat-
eville to correctional facil-
ities throughout the state
will only make this prob-
lem worse, as many of these
facilities are already experi-
encingviolentincidents ata
time when they are seriously
understaffed.”

Newman said the plan
has been presented as a
“done deal” and there hasn’t
been any other alternatives
presented to AFSCME.

State Sen. David Koehler,
a Democrat from Peoria
who co-chairs COGFA,
acknowledged that both
the union and IDOC agree
that new prisons are needed
but the question remains on
how to agree on achieving
that goal.

“Wouldn’t it be a nice
model for Illinois to repre-
sent to see how we could do
that as a cooperative, collab-
orative process?” Koehler
said. “Because I think there
is a way to get there. I just
don’t hear it come to a focal
point. So I guess that’s a
challenge I throw up to
(IDOC) and to the union.
So if we all agree on the end
result, let’s figure out a way
to get there through a collab-
orative process.”

By Olivia Stevens
Chicago Tribune

A 23-year-old Spring-
field woman has been
arrested and charged with
makinga false bomb threat
that targeted two Illinois
state buildings last month,
the Illinois State Police
announced Friday.

The ISP received a call
on April 22 that a bomb
had been placed in the Illi-
nois Capitol building and
in a Springfield public aid
building. The state’s terror-
ism and intelligence center
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quickly cleared both build-
ings. Authorities tracked
down the person who
allegedly made the threats,
Gabrielle Williams, through
“cellular information and
conducting interviews,”
according to a statement
from the ISP.

Williams was taken to
the Sangamon County
Detention Facility on
Thursday and charged
with making a false bomb
threat, a Class 4 felony. She
awaits a pretrial detention
hearing.

The ISP said a Clear and

Springfield woman accused of bomb threat

Present Danger report has
been filed for Williams
that, if affirmed by the
state police, would revoke
or deny a firearm owner’s
identification card or an
application for one.

In the statement, Secre-
tary of State Alexi Giannou-
lias thanked police and
said, “We take the security
of the Capitol Complex and
the safety of its employees,
public officials, and visitors
extremely seriously”

ostevens@chicagotribune.
com
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Publications
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until at least June 7, when
a hearing is scheduled on
the matter, according to the
order issued by Lake County
Associate Circuit Judge
Daniel Jasica and agreed
to by the publishers, Local
Government Information
Services.

LGIS publishes the flyers
and websites through-
out Illinois with names
that make them appear to
be newspapers, such as
the “Chicago City Wire,”
the “DuPage Policy Jour-
nal” and the “Will County
Gazette.” But the websites
and print products publish
little more than poor-quality
content disguised as news
that pushes far-right polit-
ical candidates and their
agendas, earning the publi-
cations the “pink slime”
moniker.

LGISis operated by Brian
Timpone, a long-ago Illinois
House Republican spokes-
man who has launched

Areporter holds a copy of campaign material packaged as a
fake newspaper being mailed by Dan Proft’s operation while
Gov. J.B. Pritzker holds a campaign event on Sept.7,2022, at
the William E. Dugan Training Center in Wilmington.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

dozens of “pink slime”
publications in Illinois and
across the country. He is an
ally and business partner of
onetime failed Republican
gubernatorial candidate,
political operative and right-

wing radio talk show host
Dan Proft of Naples, Florida.

Illinois State Board of
Elections officials said
they received dozens of
complaints after the LGIS
publications posted the

names, addresses and birth-
dates of voters by precinct,
including whether they
had voted, using voting lists
from 2016 and 2020 that by
law are only to be used by
political organizations and
not for other purposes. The
data isn’t supposed to be
shared with outside organi-
zations.

Proft had a political
committee in 2016 that was
entitled to use the informa-
tion for political purposes.
That PAC, Liberty Prin-
ciples, paid LGIS to have
stories favoring their candi-
dates be printed and distrib-
uted.

That prompted the State
Board of Elections to require
the publications to show
that the product was paid
for by Liberty Principles.
But Liberty Principles shut
down at the end of 2019.

Another Proft committee,
the People Who Play By The
Rules PAC, was formed last
year. But state elections offi-
cials said it was unclear if the
newer PAC was the source
of the 2020 voting list infor-

mation.

People Who Play By The
Rules has made headlines
recently in other ways as it
owes the state fines for fail-
ing to timely post campaign
finance documents and is
currently the subject of an
election board review over
whether it illegally coor-
dinated its spending activ-
ity with Darren Bailey, the
defeated 2022 GOP candi-
date for governor.

In its initial complaint
concerning the publica-
tion of the registered voters’
personal information,
Raoul’s office contended
“publishing voters’ birth-
dates and full street
addresses has put voters at
imminent risk of identity
theft and has placed several
categories of voters, such as
members of the judiciary
and law enforcement, in
harm’s way.”

Warning that the poten-
tial harm to voters, “includ-
ing identity theft or worse,
to their physical safety, will
be irreparable,” Raoul’s
office noted that LGIS had

ignored election board
requests to pull the infor-
mation from the company’s
websites.

“Since January 1, 2024,
(LGIS) has published thou-
sands of articles on its
websites, each containing
a purported list of regis-
tered voters in a given
voting precinct, includ-
ing such voters’ birthdates
and full street addresses,
and indicating whether
they did or did not vote in
the 2020 election,” Raoul’s
office told the court. “For
example, there are roughly
408 such articles with
purported registered voter
lists and voter information
in various Lake County
voting precincts published
on (LGIS’s) ‘Lake County
Gazette’ website”

The voting lists, Raoul’s
office said, “include prom-
inent State elected offi-
cials, current and former
members of the judiciary,
and law enforcement offi-
cers, and likely also victims
of domestic violence and
human trafficking.”

Mowing

from Page 1

ties include Glenview
and Lombard, which had
more than 650 participat-
ing households in 2023.
Northbrook holds a similar
program, Slow Mow May,
in which participants mow
every two to three weeks.

Local officials said that No
Mow May, which started in
England and was intro-
duced in the United States
in Appleton, Wisconsin, has
been modified to account
for the Chicago area’s
fast-growing grasses.

“I grew up in this area.
I'm very familiar with the
ecology and grass,” said Jon
Yeater, supervisor of the
forestry and grounds divi-
sion at the Westmont Public
Works Department. “Even
in an average year, I don’t
think you can get through
the entire month of May
(without mowing).”

No Mow May is aresponse
to growing concerns about
declines in key insect popu-
lations, due to factors such
as loss of habitat, climate
change and pesticide use.

An influential 2017 study
in the journal PLOS ONE
found a 75% decrease in
flying insects (by weight) in
German nature preserves
over 27 years, and in 2021
the National Academies of
Sciences produced a special
issue on insect decline, with
the authors of one article
writing, “Urgent action is
needed onbehalf of nature.”

Among the insects at risk
are many North American
native bees, according to the
Xerces Society, a nonprofit
conservation organization
focusing on invertebrates,
including insects.

The No Mow move-
ment has sparked debate
in recent years, with some
critics saying that adding
native plants to your yard or
replacing your lawn entirely
are more effective ways to
support pollinators.

But supporters praise
No Mow May for drawing
attention to a hard-to-pub-
licize issue, with Yeater
saying No Mow programs
get citizens involved and
can lead to more ambitious
home gardening practices.

“One of the things I like
about it is it’s catchy, and
people are finally starting
to acknowledge that they
can do something differ-
ent with their lawns and it
can have benefits for bees,”
said Susannah Lerman, a
research ecologist at the U.S.
Forest Service and co-au-
thor of a frequently refer-
enced 2018 study that found
mowing less benefits bees.

“From that perspective,
I think (No Mow May)
is really great,” she said.
“People are talking about it.
You’re seeing (lawn) signs
everywhere.”

Still, she said, May is just

Bees buzz around the front of Peterson’s un-mowed front

lawn Wednesday.

one month.

“If we can get people to
reduce their lawn mowing
in May — and June, July
and August — then we’re
talking. That’s going to have
alot more benefits for bees,”
she said.

Her 2018 study found
that mowing less frequently
leads to more flowers and
more bees. Lawns mowed
every two weeks had the
most bees (compared to
lawns mowed every week or
every three weeks). Among
the possible explanations
for the superior bee counts
in lawns mowed every two
weeks: the taller grasses in
lawns mowed every three
weeks may have impeded
the bees’ access to flowers,
the study said.

In Northbrook, which
started with a full-blown
No Mow May in 2021 but
switched to Slow Mow May
last year, sustainability coor-
dinator Kate Carney said
there were concerns that
very tall grasses could crowd

out flowers or block insects
thatburrow underground in
winter and emerge in spring.

No Mow May programs
— and the many variations
— can help homeown-
ers avoid fines, with towns
often temporarily suspend-
ing enforcement of lawn-
height ordinances.

Still, many No Mow
May enthusiasts partic-
ipate in towns without
official programs, taking
their chances with tickets,
mowing occasionally, or
confining their participation
to backyards.

Retired special education
teacher Kathleen Lojas said
she mows her Brookfield
front yard but lets the back-
yard “go meadowy” in May.

She has red clover, Dutch
clover, creeping Charlie,
dandelions and violets.

“I saw a great, big
bumblebee the other day
by my irises, and I was so, so
happy;” she said.

Peterson said she mowed
her front lawn once this

Violets are seen in Peterson’s un-mowed backyard in Riverside on Wednesday.

spring at her husband’s
suggestion, and she keeps
the dandelions at bay, in part
“to keep the neighbors smil-
ing and waving happily.”

“I want to be responsive. I
want to be a good neighbor,”
she said. “But I also want
to be a good steward of the
environment.”

Mother’s Day strikes her
as a great no-mow cutoff
point, in part due to the
nature of the holiday.

“I host my mother and
in-laws and you want the
place to be pretty. There’s
this sense of I don’t know —
propriety,” she said.

Lerman, the research
ecologist, said she hadn’t
heard of No Mow ‘Til Moth-
er’s Day before, but she liked
theidea: “What it says to me
is that people are taking this

idea of No Mow May, and
they’re making it work for
where they’re at.”

On a sunny day in early
May, Peterson gave a tour of
her 4-acre property, where
she lives with her husband
and their two children in a
1926 brick bungalow.

The front yard included
traditional purple irises,
wild strawberries, a flower
box and a birdfeeder. Big
carpenter bees — yellow and
fuzzy on top, and sleek and
black below — hovered near
the house.

The side lot and backyard,
which were hidden from the
street, won’t be mowed until
June, Peterson said. There,
the look was wilder, with
lots of trees and a stream-
like trench making its way
through the violets and

mock strawberry, toward
a small temporary pond.
Robins and cardinals sang
as Peterson knelt to inspect
asingle purple violet.

With all the shade, the
grasses hadn’t grown very
high yet, she said apologet-
ically. But the overall effect
was still that of a woodland
refuge.

Deer and ducks have
stopped by, Peterson said,
and two weeks ago she saw
acoyote.

“Yards aren’t just for us,
and we’re realizing that,”
she said. “That’s the import-
ant shift that we’re seeing,
We’re acknowledging that
and we’re making room for
all the inhabitants.”

nschoenberg
@chicagotribune.com
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the outcome of this event,”
Shannon’s attorney Mark
Sutter, of Sutter Law Group
in Oakbrook Terrace, said
in a statement. “A prelimi-
nary hearing is a procedural
process that merely speaks
to the threshold of evidence
and whether a question of
fact may exist for a jury. It
has nothing to do with guilt
or innocence. Those issues
will be decided at trial, and

we continue to look forward
to our day in court”

The charges stem from a
September trip that Shan-
non took to Lawrence,
Kansas, to watch an Illinois
football game against the
University of Kansas.

Lawrence police said in
an affidavit that a woman,
who was born in 2005,
told a detective that Shan-
non put his hand under her
skirt, grabbed her buttocks
and penetrated her with his
finger ata crowded bar close
to campus.

At Friday’s hearing, a
woman testified that she
was “terrified” as she was
allegedly assaulted by Shan-
non; Shannon also testified,
denying that he had ever
touched the woman during
the incident, according to a
story in the Lawrence Jour-
nal-World.

In December, Shan-
non was charged with one
count of rape or an alterna-
tive count of misdemeanor
sexual battery. He turned
himself in to authorities in
Lawrence and was released

ona $50,000 bond.

One of the charges against
Shannon was recently
elevated, according to an
amended complaint filed
earlier this week; while
the rape charge remains,
the alternative charge was
changed to aggravated
sexual battery, which is a
felony.

“As set out during the
preliminary hearing, the
State believes there is suffi-
cient evidence to support
this alternative charge,” said
a public information offi-

cer for the Douglas County
district attorney’s office.

The Illini guard was
initially suspended from “all
team activities” by the U. of
1. and missed six games, but
the decision was reversed by
a federal judge, who issued
a temporary restraining
order.

University officials in
April closed a student
misconduct investigation
of Shannon, citing insuffi-
cient evidence to determine
whether he violated the
school’s student code.

Shannon went on to
finish the 2023-24 season.
He led the Illini to the Big
Ten Tournament champi-
onship and was voted Most
Outstanding Player. The
fifth-year student helped the
Illini reach the Elite Eight
of the NCAA Tournament
before losing to Connecti-
cut, the eventual champion.

The Associated Press
contributed.

eleventis@chicagotribune.
com
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By Robert A. Barish

During National Nurses Week,
Iwould like to offer along over-
due thank you to our nurses —
unsung heroes of health care
who have created the most
trusted profession. As a physician
leader, I have had the privilege of
working alongside many nurses
throughout my career, and I have
witnessed firsthand the invalu-
able contributions and skilled
partnership that they bring to
health care and in shaping the
education of young doctors.

My first night on call as a young
intern in New York City almost
45 years ago, I still vividly recall.
At2 am., Ireceived acall thatI
had an admission from the emer-
gency department. Upon arriving
at the medical ward, I was met by
a 5-foot-tall woman named Mary
Rose, who introduced herself
as the nurse taking care of my
patient. On this steamy night in
July, I was presented with a very
sick patient: a 28-year old woman
with a rapid pulse, breathing
over 50 times per minute and a
103-degree temperature.

I was ayoung and green physi-
cian — feeling slightly over-
whelmed with the responsibility
ofbeing in charge of this patient
and unsure of exactly what to do
next. Mary Rose immediately
put me at ease. She assessed the
patient’s condition and suggested
she was suffering from a poten-
tially life-threatening condition

YOUR VOICE

My first night on call educated me on nurses’ contributions

Ashley Barrera, a registered nurse, left, talks with nursing student Erika
Matias in the medical/surgical unit at ElImhurst Memorial Hospital on May 2,

2023. CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

known as diabetic ketoacido-

sis. Mary Rose recommended a
treatment plan including starting
two intravenous lines for imme-
diate rehydration, obtaining
blood cultures and administering
intra-muscular insulin, followed
by an insulin drip. She went on

to indicate that after adminis-
tering the insulin, the patient’s
potassium levels would drop
significantly and would need to
be replaced slowly to avoid any
adverse heart effects. She also
recommended getting a portable
chest X-ray to ensure no evidence
of pneumonia and a urine analy-
sis and culture. She emphasized
the importance of my looking at
the urine myself and directed me
to the lab on the floor. She had
clearly done this before.

Thanks to Mary Rose’s expertise
and guidance, the patient’s condi-
tion improved significantly within
hours. That morning, I presented
the case to the senior attending
physician and other residents
in training. I reviewed in detail
the diagnosis and treatment plan
while Mary Rose stood behind
all of us. The attending physi-
cian praised me for delivering
outstanding care and remarked,
“You might just make a good
doctor someday.” I turned to Mary
Rose, who was standing quietly
in the corner behind me, and she
gave me a wink in agreement.

This experience was just one
of many ways in which I have
been grateful for the compas-
sionate partnership and guidance
of nurses in caring for patients,

often while training young physi-
cians and other health profes-
sionals. Nurses are often not
recognized for their formative
role in medical education as they
work alongside physicians and
residents to ensure that patients
receive the best care.

Indeed, nurses are experts
in their own right, consistently
demonstrating a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience that is
essential to providing high-qual-
ity, compassionate health care.
They spend countless hours
with patients, providing not just
medical care but also emotional
support and comfort. They are
the ones who ensure that patients
receive their medications on time,
that their wounds are dressed
and cleaned, and that their vital
signs are monitored closely. They
are the ones who catch potential
problems before they become
serious and who work collabora-
tively with physicians and other
health professionals to develop
treatment plans that are tailored
to each patient’s unique needs.

In addition to their critical
role in patient care, nurses are
also integral to medical educa-
tion. They work side by side with
physicians, residents and fellows,
sharing their knowledge and
expertise and providing valuable
mentorship and guidance. They
teach us not just the technical
aspects of patient care but also the
importance of empathy, commu-
nication and teamwork. Nurses

truly aid in the development of the
skills and confidence needed in
training competent and compas-
sionate physicians and providers.

Aswe celebrate National
Nurses Week, it is important to
recognize the vital role that nurses
play in health care and training of
our health professionals. Nurses
are the backbone of our health
care system, working tirelessly
behind the scenes to ensure that
patients receive outstanding care
and support. They are the ones
who make a significant difference
in the lives of our patients and in
the education of generations of
doctors and nurses.

So, to Mary Rose and the tens of
thousands of nurses out there, and
on behalf of the many physicians
who have stories very similar to
my own, we want to say thank
you. Thank you for your expertise,
your dedication and your unwav-
ering commitment to the health
and well-being of our patients.
Thank you for your partnership in
providing lifesaving care to those
who need it most. You are truly
appreciated, and your contribu-
tions will never be forgotten.

Dr. Robert A. Barish, MBA, is vice
chancellor for health affairs at the
University of Ilinois at Chicago,
where he oversees activities of the
University of Illinois Hospital &
Health Sciences System. He is also a
professor of emergency medicine at
the University of Illinois College of
Medicine.
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Doctor’s premise

is flawed

In his op-ed about national
COVID-19 responses, “Was
Sweden’s COVID-19 approach
superior to that of the US?” Dr.
Cory Franklin chooses to compare
Sweden and the U.S. This premise
is flawed from the outset.

Every U.S. state, to some
degree, set its own rules regard-
inglockdowns and masking.
Wouldn’t it make more sense to
compare Norway and Sweden?
They have similar geography and
homogenous populations. Each
implemented a fully nationwide
set of rules rather than 50 differ-
ent subsets.

Norway followed every precau-
tion, closing its borders and
mandating social distancing,
masking and capacity limits on
gatherings. For 561 days, it imple-
mented the “toughest measures in
Norway in peacetime,” according
to Prime Minister Erna Solberg,

Sweden, as Franklin writes,
took a “laissez faire” approach.
While he mentions in passing that
Sweden’s neighbors had fewer
COVID-19 deaths than Sweden,
thatis a rather colossal under-
statement. Using the website
Worldometer, the same source
the doctor used, the differences
are stark: Per 1 million people of
population, Norway had 1,204
deaths. Sweden had 2,682 — more
than twice the rate of Norway. If
Franklin also wants to know the
per-million rate of deaths in the
U.S,, it was 3,642.

Franklin’s conclusion that “the
Swedish strategy was superior” is
clearly incorrect, dangerous and
beneath the standards I would
expect of the Tribune.

— Mary Beth Lang, Wheaton

Better COVID-19
comparison

Dr. Cory Franklin’s effort to
compare Sweden’s COVID-19
response to that of the U.S. is
interesting but flawed or at least
incomplete. The United States is
an enormous country made up
of 50 states, each having its own
COVID-19 response. Some were
minimal, similar to Sweden’s. U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention data for 2020 shows
that U.S. COVID-19 death rates per
1,000 people ranged from 0.16 for
Vermont to 1.27 for South Dakota.

Lockdowns and other restric-
tions were not implemented in
every state. Those states that imple-
mented them had better results.

Rather than compare Sweden

X@Ramlmmuns

to the United States, a better
comparison would be to other
Scandinavian countries of simi-
lar size: Denmark, Norway and
Finland. Data for 2020 from the
Scandinavian Journal of Public
Health’s February 2021 issue
shows that through July 2020,
Sweden experienced a COVID-19
death rate of 0.54 deaths per 1,000
people. This was more than five
times higher than for Sweden’s
three neighbors, which imple-
mented restrictions early on.

It should be remembered that
the early restrictions and lock-
downs were aimed not only at
minimizing infections but also
buying some needed time for our
hospitals and health care workers
to adapt to the crisis. There were
severe shortages of ventilators,
personal protective equipment
and staff members. COVID-19
patients were lined up on gurneys
in hospital halls waiting for rooms.

Today, the Swedish medical
community is still critical of its
government’s slow, ineffective
response to the pandemic. Many
of our states did better.

— Blaise J. Arena, Des Plaines

Warnings of
knock-on effects

Dr. Cory Franklin writes in
his op-ed that “the coronavirus
was so contagious and mutated
so quickly that tight lockdowns
were unsuccessful in controlling
spread. And the longer the
lockdowns, the greater harm to
the populace” Commonsense
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conservatives warned against
the knock-on effects of shutting
down schools, businesses and
most social interaction during
COVID-19 but were drowned out
by the repetitive hysteria of the
left: “Wash your hands, wear your
masks, keep your distance!”

I especially remember
one imperious letter writer
commanding us to “do your part”
— as if we were fighting the Battle
of Britain. Well, my wife and T
did our part as best we could,
including two vaccine jabs and
abooster. And yet we both got
COVID-19 twice.

Next time, I propose we use
common sense.

— John Knoerle, Shorewood,
Wisconsin

Protecting Illinois
wetlands

World Migratory Bird Day has
arrived; it is a time when those
of us in the Midwest and around
the world enjoy and celebrate
the sight of birds that migrate
through our area. Some birds that
pass through our area come from
as far away as Brazil or Argen-
tina. These mighty fliers need to
rest and replenish their bodies in
order to continue their flight or to
breed and nest here.

Along their migration routes,
birds actively seek out insects in
fields, forests, wetlands and vari-
ous habitats during stopovers.
The loss of natural habitat, open
areas and decline in insect popu-
lation has seriously stressed birds,

and estimates suggest that there
has been a decline of as many as
3 billion birds over the last 50
years in North America. Birds
are further stressed by build-
ings with reflecting glass and too
many night lights, as evidenced
by almost 1,000 birds dying last
October in one night after they
crashed into McCormick Place
during migration.

Migratory birds bring multiple
benefits to humans as insect eaters,
providing pest control for mosqui-
toes and other insects that damage
crops and spread disease, in addi-
tion to being beautiful. Stresses on
birds have increased due to the U.S.
Supreme Court decision in May
2023 to weaken wetlands protec-
tion. The decision removed the
federal protections for wetlands,
and now wetland protections
have moved to each state. Illinois
currently lacks comprehensive
protections for wetlands.

Wetlands offer multiple bene-
fits by improving water quality,
protecting and filtering ground-
water, and preserving endan-
gered habitats that support
multiple creatures, including our
birds. Wetlands act as sponges
to capture excess water for flood
control in addition to storing
water during times of drought.
Wetlands are vital to the health of
our environment.

Tllinois has already lost around
90% of its wetland acreage.
Without protections, wetlands
in Illinois could be buried, built
over and lost. Some wetlands are
clearly visible, while others are
evident during increased rain.

There are many kinds of wetlands,
such as bogs, swamps and
marshes, that each perform their
own unique and vital function.

Illinois has an opportunity to
protect our remaining wetlands
through passage of the Wetlands
and Small Streams Protection
Act. Tt is critical to pass this bill
now so that during bird migra-
tion and throughout the year, our
feathered friends have a place
to rest and restore their energy,
while allowing us to enjoy and
benefit from their presence.

— Laura Davis, Inverness

Op-ed on deafness
illuminates

Bob Brody’s op-ed “Deaf-
ness didn’t stop my mother from
learning the piano” (May 4) is a
lesson for everyone.

As aformer teacher in Chicago
Public Schools (special education
and regular classes), I always had
my students read the book “The
Miracle Worker” and showed the
movie upon completion. There
was always a lively discussion
afterward when everyone in
class participated, without any
prompting.

All of the students, regardless
of ability, realized that while we
all have some sort of disability or
disadvantage, nothing compared
to Helen Keller’s situation. Her
life was a light to show others
that there were no limitations to
learning and achieving.

Brody’s opinion piece is as
inspirational as Keller’s life story.
Iwould have added it to my read-
ing list if T were still teaching.

— Anne Janet ‘A.J.” Crane,
Riverwoods

Grateful for those
who built city

Iso agree with the docent
(“Chicago impresses tour takers,”
May 8) who guides visitors
foreign and domestic on architec-
ture tours of the city. No longer
avisitor but a permanent resi-
dent of Chicago, I continue to be
amazed at how clean the city is,
at the flowers blooming along
its sidewalks and in urns next to
buildings, at how its beautifully
designed skyscrapers are show-
cased by the space around them.

My heart is full of gratitude to
those who designed and built our
Chicago-on-the-lake and to those
who keep it beautiful, and also to
the docents and tour guides who
make Chicago known to visitors
foreign and domestic.

— Elona Vaisnys, Chicago

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters. Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicagotribune.com.
Include your full name, address and phone number.



6 Chicago Tribune | Section1 | Saturday, May 11,2024

Residents watch as the school board votes early Friday in Shenandoah County, Virginia.
SHURAN HUANG/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Names

from Page 1

years since. Politicians have
railed against “critical race
theory,” and schools have
reinstated mascots that had
been condemned as racially
offensive. But until Friday,
it appears that none had
brought back Confederate
namesakes.

The school board’s vote
did not come as a shock.
Many of the signs that had
been taken down from
Stonewall Jackson High
were kept in storage rather
than discarded, as if await-
ing return. The three board
members who voted in 2022
to keep the new names all
decided against running for
reelection the next year.

“We were burnt out,” said
Marty Helsey, 73, a farmer
who served one term.

When the issue first came
up in 2020, Helsey was the
sole vote against dropping
the Confederate names and
urged the board to take more
time with the decision. But
in 2022, he said, he believed
the district should just move
on.
“They cannot let it go,”
Helsey said before the vote
Friday. “It’s been four years!
The Civil War only lasted
four years!”

Three conservatives
won the open seats on the
board in 2023, pledging,
among other things, to get

the “woke leftist agenda”
out of schools. They did not
campaign specifically about
the school names, although
many residents could guess
where they stood.

In April, a group calling
itself the Coalition for Better
Schools submitted a letter
about the naming issue
to the school board. The
group said it had conducted
a survey in the areas of
the county that the two
schools served and found
“overwhelming support
for the restoration” of the
names. There were ques-
tions about the reliability
of these results: fewer than
1in 7 recipients returned
a completed survey — but
even so, the board agreed to
take up the matter.

On Thursday night,
scores of residents gathered
in a middle school cafete-
ria for a board meeting that
stretched past midnight,
including four hours of
public comment.

Among the dozens of
people who spoke against
restoring the old names
were white county resi-
dents who said they were
descended from Confeder-
ate soldiers, and Black resi-
dents who were among the
first to integrate the local
schools. Several speakers
emphasized that Stone-
wall Jackson High had
been named in 1959, during
Virginia’s “massive resis-
tance” to integration. Others

noted the irony of beginning
the meeting with a Pledge
of Allegiance to a flag that
Jackson waged war against.

“I think it is unfair to me
that restoring the name is up
for discussion,” said Aliyah
Ogle, 14, whose mother was
one of two Black people in
her class at what was then
Stonewall Jackson High and
who, at least until Friday’s
vote, was planning to attend
the school next year. Jack-
son died fighting for slavery,
Aliyah said. “Had he won,
I would not be allowed to
attend public school, and I
would notbe speaking here””

People who wanted the
old names back said repeat-
edly that they had not seen
the racism at Stonewall
Jackson that people were
talking about, nor had
their Black classmates ever
complained to them about
it. The divisiveness in the
community, those speak-
ers insisted, had been intro-
duced by the board’s vote
in 2020, which they saw as
underhanded and part of a
“woke movement” that had
“swept across the country
like a dirty cancer.”

“Some people say they
take offense to the school
names,” said Fred Neese,
69, a poultry farmer. “I’'m
offended that they’re dispar-
aging the good names of our
ancestors. I'm offended that
the previous board was not
straightforward with the
people.”

Schererville resident runs
a-fowl of ban on chickens

By Jim Masters
For Post-Tribune

Yet another Schererville,
Indiana, resident has been
told he cannot raise chick-
ens on his property.

It again came down
to a 3-2 party-line vote
on Wednesday, with the
Schererville Town Coun-
cil’s Democratic majority
voting to deny Justin Mora’s
request for a variance to raise
eight hens on his property at
636 E. Joliet Street.

Mora told the coun-
cil he had been raising the
hens on his quarter-acre lot
since August — and found a
sympathetic ear in Council-
man Caleb Johnson, R-5th,
who was subject to an unfa-
vorable council vote last
year and had to remove the
animals from his property.

Mora’s petition served as
an opportunity for Johnson
to offer a line of question-
ing to underscore his belief
that maintaining a chicken
coop on residential prop-

erty is not detrimental to
neighbors and is a healthy
living practice through the
organic production of eggs
for personal consumption.

Questioning Mora, John-
son revealed that there
have been no complaints
from neighbors, including
at a recent hearing before
the Schererville Board of
Zoning Appeals, which gave
the request for variance a
4-1 unfavorable recommen-
dation.

Johnson also established
that the hens are quiet and
don’t “cock-a-doodle-do” as
arooster would.

“Female chickens don’t
need a rooster around to lay
eggs,” Johnson said. “They
are very quiet during their
egg-laying times.”

Although itis against town
ordinance to raise chick-
ens on residential property
anywhere in Schererville,
Johnson, had been keeping
hens for 14 years until town
officials found outand a code
enforcement officer ended

up at his doorstep in 8200
Block of Durbin Street. At
the time, Johson called the
move “politically motivated.”

Johnson, who described
his hens as “family pets,” said
his children played with and
helped care for the animals.
He removed the hens and
they now live on his broth-
er’s property in an unincor-
porated area near Cedar
Lake, Indiana.

Town Councilman Tom
Schmitt, D-4th, said that
“hundreds” of residents have
informed town officials that
they do not want people rais-
ing chickens in their neigh-
borhoods.

“We can’t give a variance
for one resident and not
another,” he said.

Ashehad done previously,
Councilman Kevin Connel-
ley, R-2nd, voted with John-
son to allow a variance to
raise chickens in a residen-
tial area.

Jim Masters is a freelance
reporter for the Post-Tribune.

@hicago Daily Tribune

ON MAY 1 ...

In 1858 Minnesota became
the 32nd state of the Union.

In1894 workers began astrike
atthe Pullman Palace Car Co.
onthe South Side, prompting
Eugene Debs’ American Rail-
way Union to boycott Pull-
man, blocking freight traffic
in and out of Chicago.

In1910 Glacier National Park
in Montana was established.

In1943, during World War
II, U.S. forces landed on
the Aleutian island of Attu,
which had been captured
by the Japanese; the Amer-
icans retook the island 19
days later.

In 1944 Allied forces
launched a major offensive
against German lines in Italy.

In 1946 the first postwar

relief packages from CARE
(originally known as the
Cooperative for American
Remittances to Europe)
arrived in Le Havre, France.

In1947 the B.F. Goodrich Co.
of Akron announced devel-
opment of a tubeless tire.

In 1949 Israel was admitted
to the United Nations as the
world body’s 59th member.

In 1973 charges against
Daniel Ellsberg for his role
in the “Pentagon Papers”
case were dismissed by
Judge William Byrne, who
cited government miscon-
duct.

In1985 55 people died when
a flash fire swept a packed
soccer stadium in Bradford,
England.

In1987 doctors in Baltimore
transplanted the heart and

lungs of an auto accident
victim to a patient who gave
up his own heart to another
recipient. (Clinton House,
the nation’s first living heart
donor, died 14 monthslater.)

In 1994 Arkansas put
to death two convicted
murderers; it was the first
time a state executed two
people on the same day since
the U.S. Supreme Court
allowed states to restore the
death penalty in 1976.

In 1995 a United Nations
conference indefinitely
extended the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty,
which was originally set to
expire after 25 years.

In1997 the IBM computer
known as Deep Blue
defeated Garry Kasparov to
win a six-game chess match
between man and machine
in New York.

Death Notices

Chandra, Lokesh
Dr. Lokesh Chandra, MD, FRCP(C) Internal Medicine,
o FRCP(C) Cardiology, FACC
@ (1954-2024) was a loving,
hardworking, dedicated man
who always put the needs of
others before his own. Raised
i in Delhi, India by his parents
Cptn. Jagdish and Pushpa
Chandra where he met and
fell in love with his childhood
z sweetheart and wife of 48
years, Vandna (née Agarwal). They together immi-
grated to Canada where they raised two children
Samarth (Marlene) and Shivani Bautista (Edric) who
grew up to achieve success in personal and profes-
sional lives thanks to the strong foundation and
examples set by their father.
Lokesh was a jokester at heart with a passion for
music, particularly Bollywood karaoke, and travel.
His commitment to his patients and practice were
unwavering as he opened his office to all who need-
ed care. Ultimately, he would say his life's prized
possessions were his two grandchildren (Vasin and
Sevrin).
In sickness, he fought through the end without
most even knowing he was suffering from cancer.
He passed at home surrounded by loved ones. The
family has arranged for a private celebration of his
life and thanks friends and family for their love and
support throughout.

Collins, OSB, Sr. Mary

Sister Mary Collins, OSB, 88, a Benedictine sister of
Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, Kan., died Thursday,
May 2, 2024, at the monastery. The vigil service will
be Thursday, May 16, at 7:00 p.m. in the monastery
chapel, and the Mass of Resurrection will be cel-
ebrated there on Friday, May 17, at 10:30 a.m.

Sister Mary (Mary Dennis) was born in Chicago, Ill.,
on Sept. 16, 1935. After graduating from Mount St.
Scholastica College, she entered the Benedictine
sisters in Atchison in 1957. She taught high school
several years before beginning her doctoral stud-
ies at the Catholic University of America. After
earning her Ph.D. in liturgical theology, she taught
religious studies at Benedictine College and the
University of Kansas. In 1967, she became associ-
ate professor of religious studies at the Catholic
University of America and in 1983 became chair of
the Department of Religion. After a short period in
North Carolina, she returned in 1987 to the Catholic
University of America, where she taught until she
was elected prioress of Mount St. Scholastica
monastery in Atchison, Kan., in 1999. A significant
figure in the broader world of Benedictine women,
she was first councilor for the Federation of St.
Scholastica for twelve years and a consultant or
author for many of their documents. Sister Mary
was a member of the International Commission on
English in the Liturgy (ICEL) and belonged to several
professional theological organizations. She wrote,
collaborated on, or edited a large number of articles
and books on religion and liturgy for which she was
widely known. She also received many awards,
including honors from the National Association
of Pastoral Musicians, the Notre Dame Center for
Pastoral Liturgy, and the North American Academy
of Liturgy.

Sister Mary was preceded in death by her parents,
Lauretta (Lacasse) and Homer Collins and a brother,
Michael Collins. She is survived by her brother John
Collins, Oak Brook, Ill., by nieces and nephews, and
by her monastic family. Arensberg-Pruett Funeral
Home (www.arensbergpruett.com) is in charge of
arrangements. Memorials may be sent to Mount St.
Scholastica or made online at the Mount’s web site
(www.mountosb.org).

Lisberg, David H
David Harry Lisberg, 80 years old of Chicago IL and
Palm Beach Gardens Florida passed away on May 9,
2024 in Chicago lllinois due to complications from
Parkinson’s Disease.

David was born on May 20, 1943 to Irving Lisberg
and Esther (Brown) Lisberg in Aurora, IL. David
was a 1961 Graduate of West Aurora High School
where he enjoyed participation on the golf team
and in marching band where his leadership earned
him the position of drum major for the Marching
Blackhawks.

In 1965, David received his undergraduate degree
in Business Administration from the University
of Denver. During his studies there, he met and
ultimately married the love of his life, Katherine
(Yesnick) Lisberg. David and Kathy married in
1967 and were blessed with 57 years of joyous life
together.

David was an entrepreneur, and from 1970 through
the mid 1990s, he was the 2nd generation owner
operator of the family business, the Aurora and
Naperville News Agencies. He was an active
member of the Midwest Independent Distributors
Association during that time, serving in various
leadership positions. David also successfully owned
and operated a number of other small businesses
during his working years. Through all his business
endeavors, he made a special effort to treat all his
employees like family. For this he was beloved.

David’s true passion outside of the business arena
was the game of golf. He was a former member
of the Aurora Country Club in lllinois as well as
current member at Eastpointe Country Club in
Florida where he recently received an award from
his golfing group out of their admiration for his
dedication and persistence to the game. Despite his
Parkinson’s affliction, David could be found hitting
golf balls any chance he could, even when standing
and walking became a challenge.

The highest priority for David was as husband to
Kathy, and father to his two loving children. He
was also the proud and doting grandfather to four
grandchildren. As a father and grandfather, he
never missed a sporting event, play, recital or any
other special event in the lives of his children and
grandchildren. They were his world.

David was preceded in his death by his parents,
Irving and Esther Lisberg, his brother Burton Lisberg,
and his sister, Diane (Lisberg) Brezner. He is survived
by his wife, Kathy (Yesnick) Lisberg, two children:
Robert (Jocelyn) Lisberg, Amy (Tony) Briney, and his
four grandchildren: Jaelen Lisberg, Lucy Lisberg,
Jordan Briney and Jack Briney.

Services will be held on Monday, May 13th at 11am
at the Zion Gardens Cemetery, 3600 N. Narragansett
Avenue, Chicago, IL with reception immediately fol-
lowing at Gibson's restaurant, 1028 N. Rush Street,
Chicago IL. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
donations be made to the Michael J. Fox Foundation
for Parkinson'’s Research

Every
life story
deserves

to be told.

Share your loved one's story at
placeanad.chicagotribune.com

CChicago Tribume

Honor a
Loved One with
a Death Notice in
Chicago Tribune

It's a final farewell; a sign
of love and respect; an
homage to a loved one’s
life. Placing a Death
Notice shows you care.

The Death Notice
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* Print listing in the
Chicago Tribune

* Online notice with
guestbook on
chicagotribune.com

Our website walks you
through the simple
process to commemorate
your loved one’s legacy.

Chicaao @ribune

Visit:
chicagotribune.com/deathnotice
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STUFF WANTED

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS,COIN OPERATED-GAMES,COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!
Dennis 630-319-2331

Snuggle Worthy TeddyBear Bernedoodle
Puppies Ready for placement this weekend.
Genetic Clear.PAT Scored 10+ exp. Males &
Females. 248917801

Bhppic il e
»ﬁq n

Hoya i

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK

COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND

CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD
PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF

the Juvenile Court Act by KIM FOXX in
this court and that in the courtroom of
Judge Buford in the Cook County Juvenile
Court Building, 1100 So. Hamilton Avenue,
Chicago, lllinois, ON May 21, 2024, at 10:00
AM in CALENDAR 4 COURTROOM D, or as
soon thereafter as this case may be heard,
a hearing will be held upon the petition to
terminate your parental rights and appoint a
guardian with power to consent to adoption.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL

Baby Boy Clewell
FREON WANTED Certified buyer looking f
FREON WANTED Cortified buyer Iooking for MINOR(S) CHILDIREN) OF shannon Clewell gg |Rg7
_I ing?
JUVENILE NO.: 2024JA00053 Rentln
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION leing )
STUFF FOR SALE NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Shannon Clewell
(Mother), Unknown (Father), respondents,
and to All Whom It May Concern, that on To place
May 3, 2024, a petition was filed under an ad call

312-222-2222

(Thicagoe Tribune

PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
St Bernard PAPRINLLY | including the filing of an amended petition

Waverly, IL $2000  Boys and girls or a motion to terminate parental rights.
AKC St.Bernard Puppies available now! e Wor

O r Ki ] f T www.vonduewerhaus.com UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and

USINESs & |brwmhniinG | atyou
. . and an order or judgment entered. ' i i
Represent the city with our SERVICE 1 . Werinez, CLERK OF THE GIRCUT fingertips
DI RECTO RY May 11, 2024 7634208 Ca" 1-800-
TRIBUNE for
accessories and home goods. o RLAGE L1STING perator #12
Wed/Fr|/Sun/$2 50

. . COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
exclusive collection of apparel,
CHICAGDTRTBLEQEECEIS:’IDUEHTISER y, 7 ho me dellveg

LEGAL SERVICES

@hitagu @tihune NoFault_car Accident? Free Rental
STORE Medical Bills Paid. Call Now §77-211-4275

Selling That
Old Appliance? Placeanad.chicagotribune.com

CChicago Tribune

reach your buyers at

SHOP NOW at
chicagotribune.com/flag

or call (866) 545-3534

The right place to advertise your
Merchandise, Pets, Auto, Real Estate, Tag
Sales & Flea Markets, Vacation Property,
Wanted to Buy Items and more!

Scan with your
phone camera to shop!

e (!:I]ic’agg__ ﬂu[u ubnuc

V-E DAY- TI]I]AY'

MOLDTOV HOLES ’ = BIE 3 PROCLAIM \'JETI]R‘I' ATBAM;
AGC0RD BALK =% =
PACT REVEIONS

'cm T
| estenic stony | "t

WWII Archive Book

Commemorate V-E Day with our archival book featuring
Chicago Tribune's coverage from the invasion of Poland in
1939 through Japan's surrender in 1945.

SHOP NOW at
chicagotribune.com/ww2

or call (866) 545-3534

Chicago Tribune

STORE

Offer valid through 5/12/24.
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CHICAGO #® ACCUWEATHER

L

AccuWeather
TEAM

Meteorologists Larry Mowry,
Cheryl Scott, Jaisol Martinez,
Tracy Butler and Greg Dutra

CHICAGO FORECAST

Saturday Conditions
8a.m.10a.m. Noon 2p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m. 8 p.m.
AccuWeather.com UV Index™

2 4 5 4 4 2 0

RealFeel Temperature®
53 61 64 66 65 62 62

Saturday Activities
8a.m.10a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m. 8 p.m.
Golfing Index

5 7 7 8 8 7 7

Fishing Index
4 5 9 10 6 7 5

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index
number, the greater the need for eye and skin
protection. 0-2 Low, 3-5 Moderate, 6-7 High,
8-10 Very High, 11+ Extreme. The patented
AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an
exclusive index of effective temperature based
on eight weather factors. Golf and Fishing
Indexes: 0-2: Poor; 3-4: Fair; 5-6: Good; 7-8: Very
Good; 9-10: Excellent.

CHICAGO ALMANAC

Friday Temperatures
O’Hare through 4 p.m.
High 67
Low 46
Normal high 68
Normal low 49
Record high 90 (2011)
Record low 28 (1983)
Local Temperatures
through 6 p.m. Friday Normal
Location Hi Lo Hi Lo
Aurora 67 46 70 47
Gary 66 48 69 48
Kankakee 67 46 70 48
Lansing 66 46 69 48
Midway 67 48 69 50
Romeoville 67 46 70 48
Valparaiso 65 47 71 48
Waukegan 64 45 65 44
Friday Precipitation
2024 2023 Normal
Friday* 0.06” 0.00” 0.15”
Month to date 231”7 0.29” 1.47”
Year to date 13.52” 12.54” 11.71”
*24-hour period ending 4 p.m. Friday
Pollen as 0f 5/10
Trees Grass Weeds Mold
Moderate  High Low Moderate
Source: National Allergy Bureau
Air Quality Index
Friday’s reading
Good
Saturday’s forecast
Good
Primary pollutant 0Ozone

Source: AirNow.gov

Sun and Moon
Sat. Sun.
Sunrise 5:34 a.m. 5:33 a.m.
Sunset 8:00 p.m. 8:01 p.m.
Moonrise 8:02 a.m. 9:05 a.m.
Moonset none 12:27 a.m.
First Full Last New
May 15 May 23 May 30 Jun 6
Saturday’s Planet Watch
Rise Set
Mercury 4:42 a.m. 5:37 p.m.
Venus 5:21 a.m. 7:23 p.m.
Mars 3:53 a.m. 4:15 p.m.
Jupiter 5:55 a.m. 8:23 p.m.
Saturn 3:08 a.m. 2:27 p.m.

Best viewing times today: Venus: not
visible Mars: 5:05 a.m. Jupiter: not visible
Saturn: 5:05 a.m. Mercury: 5:05 a.m.

NATIONAL CITIES

Sat. Sun.
City Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W
Abilene 73/62/t 75/64/r
Albany, NY 65/48/c 60/45/c
Albuquerque 74/48/t 74/49/c
Amarillo 69/52/sh  77/50/r
Anchorage 51/38/c 54/38/c
Asheville T1/47/pc  72/47/s
Aspen 51/37/t 55/32/t
Atlanta 77/58/pc  80/60/pc
Atlantic City 57/48/c 55/46/t
Austin 81/66/pc  83/71/t
Baltimore 64/51/c 64/48/t
Billings 77/49/s 73/50/s
Birmingham 78/58/s 81/63/c
Bismarck 81/49/s 73/43/pc
Boise 81/53/s 82/55/s
Boston 54/44/pc  54/47/c
Brownsville 93/80/c 93/79/t
Buffalo 61/47/sh  61/49/c
Burlington, VT~ 64/49/pc  60/48/c
Charleston,SC  77/58/pc  82/61/s
Charleston, WV  65/47/sh  70/46/pc
Charlotte 74/53/pc  77/55/pc
Chattanooga 76/53/pc  78/57/pc
Cheyenne 64/40/s 65/40/t
Cincinnati 70/49/sh  71/54/pc
Cleveland 63/49/sh  62/56/pc
Colorado Spgs  58/42/c 61/44/r
Columbia, MO 77/53/s 81/58/pc
Columbia, SC 78/57/pc  82/53/s
Columbus, OH 67/45/t 68/52/pc
Concord 59/38/pc  56/38/c
Corpus Christi  85/77/pc  87/79/t
Dallas 79/64/sh  70/66/r
Daytona Beach  86/67/pc  85/71/pc
Denver 65/43/t 66/43/r
Duluth 68/51/pc  72/41/pc
El Paso 91/62/pc  87/64/s

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice. POP: Probability of Precipitation.

ABC7 Outlook:
Sunny in the morn-
ing and then sun and
clouds in the after-
noon. Highs in the
mid- and upper 60s.
A shower possi-

ble in the afternoon.
Breezy with wind
gusts up to 25 mph.

High: 67 Low: 49
Breezy with times of sun
and clouds
POP: 25%

Winds: NW 8-16 mph

High: 79 Low: 60
Partly sunny, warmer;
breezy in the p.m.
POP: 10%

Winds: SSW 8-16 mph

High: 72 Low: 50
Cooler in the a.m., then a
t-storm around
POP: 40%

Winds: NNE 6-12 mph

High: 59 Low: 47
Mostly cloudy, breezy and
cooler
POP: 25%

Winds: NE 10-20 mph

L RN Bigye Racine @ ACcuweathel'
| 65/44 ° )
60/46
i 66/44 & 5547 Get the AccuWeather app
Lake Geneva
W e poe iom LaEMicHGAN
_®Beloit fof RA R7/45 ﬁag?rd?}y t-northwest at 7-14
ALY P L T S T e | | oy M Cid n rom e west-northwest a -
~ 68/45 r‘AntiOCh Waukegan knots becoming northeast. Seas 1-3
67/44 Woodstock 66/44 g3/46 feet. Visibility clear to the horizon. Water
Belvidere 65/44 67/43 o 66/46 temperature: 50.
68/a5 002 | Cibertyvilled 1s Boating Index
68/44 | 66/47 Highland Park ~ 8am.10am. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m. § p.m.
o ° | o Marengo l ® 65/48 8 10 10 10 9 8 17
Rockford 168/46
67/46 s 68/48
8/43 g4 % i o st southwast
A FV - <& h i ind from the south-southwest a
A A [ 'C#‘:_B Atlington Heights 7-14 knots. Seas 2 feet or less. Visibility
o sy = ez enerally unrestricted. Water temperature:
Rochelle 276/24;16 Elgin @| G Eva‘nston %2' y | p .
69/44 68/46 { 63/50 Boating Index: 0-2: Poor; 3-4: Fair; 5-6: Good;
652/43 o DeKalb 68/45 | Bartlett O'Hare 64/50 7-8: Very Good; 9-10: Excellent.
e 68/46 67/46 = 6]/49 ocH
—= 68/45 Aurora | gg/44  68/47 Chicago-downtown
EmS Soras Napenill 86/50 ey
: Plano ° ©68/46 l\/IIdW; 56/49
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| 67/45 9 68/50 e
*Copiilr A1  68/48 Gary i
69/45 = | * ‘ Joliet” te— = Hammond ~ 65/47 2“ g
69/44  ® Yorkville | 69/46 Ldp | 66/47 | 67743 | - °
Leland 69/45 | 70/45 ra ar 69/45 ° 7 La Porte
W G T 70/45 ' 62/42
endota - .
70/46 70/45 ‘— e o Y \U‘Q CMGago_Hslghts ® 65/41
B R | unl g
o . "y bag 4 67/45 |  68/44
Lagale  Ottena Tyomr |, | reaas 7] 0 P Cz;%se/
i Braidwood 68/44 Momence 65/44
71/47 71/46 Tosag 69/45 _// . 67/‘43
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Bt — 1 - ® B
Streator . ! it 70/44 Gigp=snile
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A’Q: G 15 LA %‘? o = < .

Shown is Saturday’s weather. Temperatures are Saturday’s highs and Saturday night’s lows with high and low RealFeel Temperatures shown below.

NATIONAL FORECAST
Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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WORLD CITIES
Sat. Sun. Sat. Sun. Sat. Sun.
City Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W
Fairbanks 59/38/c 55/40/c Palm Beach 93/75/pc  88/79/s Acapulco 86/69/pc  88/70/pc
Fargo 81/57/pc  74/43/s Palm Springs 96/69/s 100/71/s Algiers 77/59/c 78/59/c
Flagstaff 61/30/sh  66/36/pc Philadelphia 66/48/pc  56/45/t Amsterdam 72/55/pc  77/60/pc
Fort Myers 91/71/pc  90/70/s Phoenix 94/67/s 97/71/s Ankara 65/48/c 57/47/c
Fort Smith 84/58/s 77/61/pc Pittsburgh 58/48/t 63/49/sh Athens 74/57/c 76/56/s
Fresno 91/62/s 93/61/s Portland, ME 54/38/c 54/42/c Auckland 59/39/s 60/48/s
Grand Junction  65/45/pc  77/48/pc Portland, OR 87/53/s 77/54/pc Baghdad 104/78/pc 99/74/pc
Great Falls 78/45/s 77/50/s Providence 56/40/pc  53/43/c Bangkok 95/83/t 99/82/t
Harrisburg 64/51/t 62/48/r Raleigh 73/54/pc  76/51/s Barbados 90/81/pc  90/80/sh
Hartford 64/46/pc  60/43/c Rapid City 77/50/s 74/45/5 Barcelona 72/59/s 71/61/pc
Helena, MT 79/50/s 80/49/s Reno 79/51/s 83/53/s Beijing 80/53/s 85/51/pc
Honolulu 80/69/t 82/71/sh Richmond 67/49/c 71/50/pc Beirut 76/65/s 73/64/pc
Houston 83/69/pc  80/73/t Rochester 63/46/sh  61/47/c Berlin 71/50/pc  70/49/pc
Int’l Falls 65/49/pc  67/34/pc Sacramento 95/57/s 90/55/s Bermuda 75/68/c 74/65/5
Jackson, MS 80/61/s 79/61/c St. Louis 77/55/s 83/60/pc Bogota 69/50/sh  69/51/r
Jacksonville 85/61/s 85/65/pc Salem, OR 86/48/s 79/49/pc Brussels 75/54/pc  77/59/pc
Juneau 58/44/pc  54/43/r Salt Lake City 72/54/s 80/59/s Bucharest 74/53/pc  61/45/sh
Kansas City 78/58/s 74/59/t San Antonio 81/69/c 88/71/t Budapest 74/53/pc  71/44/s
Las Vegas 85/66/s 92/69/s San Diego 69/60/pc  70/60/pc Bueno Aires 63/50/pc  57/44/r
Lexington 72/49/c 73/53/pc San Francisco 70/54/s 69/52/pc Cairo 87/66/s 83/64/s
Lincoln 82/53/pc  73/58/t San Juan 90/77/sh  92/76/t Cancun 92/77/pc  91/81/c
Little Rock 84/63/s 82/65/c Santa Fe 65/41/t 66/41/c Caracas 93/78/c 92/76/sh
Los Angeles 73/57/pc  76/59/pc Savannah 81/58/s 85/60/pc Casablanca 80/62/pc  79/60/s
Louisville 75/53/pc  78/57/pc Seattle 81/52/s 71/51/pc Copenhagen 61/44/s 60/46/s
Macon 79/53/s 83/56/pc Shreveport 85/65/s 74/66/r Dublin 69/51/pc  65/52/c
Memphis 81/61/pc  83/62/pc Sioux Falls 79/53/s 81/53/pc Edmonton 68/44/pc  69/46/t
Miami 95/76/pc  92/76/pc Spokane 83/55/s 82/52/pc Frankfurt 77/53/pc  78/56/c
Minneapolis 73/58/pc  83/52/t Syracuse 63/49/sh  61/48/c Geneva 78/51/s 76/55/pc
Mobile 85/62/pc  84/63/sh Tallahassee 86/56/s 87/64/c Guadalajara 99/62/s 96/60/s
Montgomery 81/58/pc  84/64/c Tampa 90/71/pc  90/73/pc Havana 93/74/s 93/76/pc
Nashville 78/51/pc  80/57/pc Topeka 83/58/s 76/61/t Helsinki 59/33/s 59/42/pc
New Orleans 84/71/pc  82/73/c Tucson 88/58/s 92/61/s Hong Kong 85/78/pc  86/78/t
New York City 63/48/pc  56/48/sh Tulsa 84/61/pc  76/61/t Istanbul 62/51/sh  69/55/s
Norfolk 63/54/pc  71/54/pc Washington, DC  66/51/pc  67/50/t Jerusalem 80/58/s 72/56/s
Oklahoma City  80/59/pc  70/60/t Wichita 81/59/pc  72/58/r Johannesburg 82/55/s 77/50/5
Omaha 80/54/s 79/56/t Wilkes-Barre 62/46/c 57/45/r Kabul 72/48/t 73/51/s
Orlando 95/67/pc  92/70/pc Yuma 95/65/s 100/68/s Kingston 90/81/pc  91/81/pc

High: 66 Low: 52

Mostly sunny

POP: 10%
Winds: ENE 8-16 mph

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Day Night Day Night Day Night Day Night Day Night Night
é:\;“%: :\m,( NYYD) :\‘“4

High: 72 Low: 60

Mainly cloudy with
occasional rain
POP: 55%
Winds: SE 6-12 mph

AskSD) ﬁ

QUESTION: Was a Jaisol Martinez
Severe Geomagnet-

ic Storm Watch issued this past
week?

ANSWER: Yes! At the end of the
week the NOAA Space Weather
Prediction Center issued a Severe
(G4) Geomagnetic Storm Watch
for the first time since January
2005. This was the first time
they issued this type of watch in
nearly 20 years! They said that at
least five earth-directed coronal
mass ejections were observed and
were expected to arrive as early
as Friday, May 10 and persist until
Sunday, May 12. This has been
labeled as an “unusual event.”
This means there is a pretty good
chance that we see the aurora

in the Chicago area through the
weekend. Send us pictures!

Do you have a weather question for the
ABC 7 team? Submit them at
abc7chicago.com/weather
or send them to:
Ask ABC 7 Weather Team
190 N. State Street
Chicago, IL 60601

REGIONAL CITIES

Sat. Sun.
City Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W
Illinois
Carbondale 76/49/s 82/60/pc
Champaign 73/47/pc  79/59/pc
Decatur 72/48/pc  80/58/pc
Moline 73/48/pc  81/59/pc
Peoria 73/50/pc  79/60/c
Quincy 74/53/s 82/58/c
Rockford 69/45/pc  78/58/s
Springfield 73/49/pc  81/59/pc
Sterling 71/47/pc  80/57/s
Indiana
Bloomington 72/46/pc  T77/56/pc
Evansville 75/51/pc  79/56/pc
Fort Wayne 65/43/pc  74/57/pc
Indianapolis 70/50/pc  74/56/pc
Lafayette 70/45/pc  76/57/pc
South Bend 62/42/c 75/57/s
Wisconsin
Green Bay 65/46/c 80/50/t
Kenosha 65/46/c 78/60/pc
La Crosse 71/52/pc  81/54/t
Madison 68/48/c 79/54/t
Milwaukee 62/48/c 76/58/t
Wausau 66/47/c 76/48/t
Michigan
Detroit 62/46/r 69/56/pc
Grand Rapids 58/40/sh  71/56/pc
Marquette 54/37/pc  65/39/sh
Sault Ste. Marie 54/37/r 58/43/sh
Traverse City 55/40/sh  72/48/sh
lowa
Ames 75/51/s 84/56/c
Cedar Rapids 72/50/s 79/56/t
Des Moines 77/55/s 83/59/t
Dubuque 69/48/pc  79/57/t

Sat. Sun.
City Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W
Kyiv 63/42/pc  54/42/c
Lima 72/64/c 70/63/pc
Lisbon 75/57/s 72/58/pc
London 75/55/pc  77/56/t
Madrid 84/56/pc  82/56/pc
Manila 98/83/pc  98/82/pc
Mexico City 90/62/pc  89/60/pc
Monterrey 89/71/t 95/73/pc
Montreal 62/49/pc  59/50/sh
Moscow 49/34/pc  46/32/pc
Munich 70/45/c 73/46/5
Nairobi 78/59/t 79/58/pc
Nassau 89/74/s 89/74/s
New Delhi 103/80/pc 99/82/pc
Oslo 68/46/c 70/48/s
Ottawa 61/48/sh  59/46/c
Panama City 88/77/sh  89/76/t
Paris 78/56/c 74/56/sh
Prague 69/48/c 68/44/pc
Rio de Janeiro 84/75/s 87/76/s
Riyadh 105/81/pc  108/84/pc
Rome 76/52/s 74/54/s
Santiago 59/38/pc  56/32/s
Seoul 72/49/r 71/49/s
Singapore 89/80/r 89/80/t
Sofia 67/43/s 65/48/pc
Stockholm 60/38/s 69/48/pc
Sydney 64/58/r 65/59/r
Taipei 88/73/c 90/66/t
Tehran 81/66/s 85/70/pc
Tokyo 76/66/s 75/67/c
Toronto 57/47/sh  63/52/c
Trinidad 91/79/pc  91/79/pc
Vancouver 67/52/s 65/53/c
Vienna 72/50/c 71/50/c
Warsaw 60/40/c 64/42/s
Winnipeg 83/48/c 62/36/pc

Forecasts and graphics, except for the WLS-TV/ABC7 Chicago content, provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024
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White House emphasizes
tax differences with GOP

Cuts inked in 2017 by Trump
scheduled to lapse after 2025

By Josh Boak

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The winner of
November’s presidential election will face
an epic challenge next year with the coming
expiration of nearly $4 trillion in tax cuts —
anissue that the Biden White House is high-
lighting in the run-up to November.

Inaspeech Friday at the Brookings Insti-
tution, Lael Brainard, director of the White
House National Economic Council, empha-
sized the administration’s differences with
Republicans over taxes. In her address,
Brainard made a case for higher rates on
corporations and the ultra-wealthy in order
to support the middle class.

“The expiration of Trump’s 2017 tax pack-
age nextyear will put tax fairness front and
center;” she said. “The president is honor-
ing his ironclad commitment to not raise
taxes on anyone makingless than $400,000
and will cut taxes further for workers and

families, paid for by asking corporations and
those at the top to contribute more.”

Many of the 2017 income tax cuts signed
into law by then-President Donald Trump
are set to expire after 2025, If all the tax
cuts expire, the vast majority of U.S. house-
holds would see their payments to the IRS
increase. But if all the tax cuts are extended,
as additional $4.6 trillion including the
cost of debt service would be added to the
national debt over the next decade, accord-
ing to the Congressional Budget Office.

Trump, a Republican, says tax increases
would destroy the U.S. economy. But Biden,
a Democrat, wants to extend the middle-
class tax cuts while raising taxes on highly
profitable companies and the richest sliver
of Americans.

Inher speech, Brainard said the 2017 tax
cuts failed to deliver the growth promised
by Republicans, a claimed backed up by
most economic analyses. She argued that
the GOP’s rewrite of the tax code let wealthy
households play by their own set of rules
that helped them pay lower rates than many
people with middle-class earnings.

Trump has argued that the expiration of

all of his tax cuts would cause mass layoffs
that could permanently cripple the econ-
omy. His remarks reflect abelief that growth
stems from the choices made by companies
and wealthy investors, whereas Biden is
betting on growth flowing out of spending
and saving by middle-class households that
feel more financially secure.

Trump’s 2017 overhaul cut the corporate
tax rate to 21%. The law also temporarily cut
the income taxes paid by most U.S. house-
holds, in part by trimming marginal tax rates
and increasing the standard deduction.

Asaresultof these changes, the nonparti-
san Tax Policy Center initially said a family in
the 40th to 60th percentile of earners would
on average save $930 annually. But some-
oneinthe top 1% would getback $51,140 and
those in the top 0.1% would save $193,380.

Yet Trump also favors some huge tax
increases of his own, having floated a
10% tariff on roughly $3 trillion worth of
imports annually. A March analysis by
the liberal Center for American Progress
estimated that companies would pass the
tariffs directly on to their customers, cost-
ing a typical family $1,500 more a year.
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Farmworkers hug Sept. 28,2022, in Sacramento, Calif., after passage of a law easing farmworkers’ unionizing efforts. RICH PEDRONCELLI/AP

State labor law faces big test

In unionization push, United
Farm Workers pitted against
California agricultural giant

By Amy Taxin

Associated Press

In a meeting room at a hotel in Cali-
fornia’s crop-rich Central Valley, a fight
is taking place that could help shape the
future of farm labor in fields that grow a
chunk of the country’s food.

The battle between a unit of the Wonder-
ful Co. — one of the state’s most well-known
farm companies that grows pistachios,
pomegranates and citrus — and United
Farm Workers — the country’s biggest
farmworker union — comes after Califor-
nia passed alaw in 2022 aimed at making it
easier for agricultural laborers to organize.

Several hundred workers filed papers
this year to unionize at Wonderful Nurs-
eries in Wasco, California, a move the
company claimed was fraudulent. The alle-
gations are being heard in proceedings that
could uphold the newly-formed union or
revoke its certification. Meanwhile, farmer
and labor advocates are watching closely

to determine what impact the new law is
having in a state where most farmworkers
are not organized.

Four groups of California farmworkers
have organized under the law, marking the
UFWs first successful attempts at farm-
worker unionization since 2016, said Eliza-
beth Strater, the union’s director of strategic
campaigns

“We’re going to see a continued rise
in California of farmworker organiz-
ing, because there is a tremendous need,”
Strater said. “Every time there’s aunion win
in the community, that raises the standard
for other employers.”

Farmworkers aren’t covered by federal
rules for labor organizing. But California
enacted a law and created a special board
in 1975 to protect their right to unionize.

The 2022 law lets the workers unionize
by collecting a majority of signatures with-
out holding an election at a polling place
— a move proponents said would protect
workers from union busting and employ-
ers said lacked safeguards to prevent fraud.
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom reluc-
tantly approved the changes with a nudge
from the White House after farmworkers
led a weekslong march to the state Capitol.

Farmworkers in California are over-
whelmingly Latino and among the state’s
poorest and most vulnerable residents.
Many are seasonal workers, which makes
it tough to organize a job site, and many lack
legal status in the United States.

The new law could lead to a rise in
union influence and a resurgence of the
UFW, which at its peak represented tens
of thousands of farmworkers but has seen
its numbers dwindle, said Christian Paiz, a
professor of ethnic studies at University of
California, Berkeley.

“It is one of the most dangerous jobs in
the country;” Paiz said. “There’s an absur-
dity to the claim these individuals would
say, ‘No, I'm cool, I trust my employer.”

Farm industry leaders contend the lack
of a secret ballot makes workers vulnera-
ble to coercion by unions and fraud. They
want farmworkers to be able to revoke their
signatures if they change their mind about
organizing, and they want unions to clar-
ify in writing that a signature essentially
constitutes a worker’s vote.

Bryan Little, director of labor policy for
the California Farm Bureau Federation,
expects more union filings under the new
law.

UK clears
‘technical
recession,
2rows 0.6%

By Pan Pylas

Associated Press

LONDON — The British economy
bounced back strongly in the first three
months of the year, bringing an end to what
economists termed a “technical recession,”
official figures showed Friday.

The Office for National Statistics said the
economy grew by 0.6% in the first quar-
ter from the previous three-month period,
with broad-based strength across the crucial
services sector in particular.

The increase was higher than the 0.4%
predicted by economists and the strongest
since the fourth quarter of 2021 when the
economy was rebounding after the sharp
contraction during the pandemic. It comes
after two quarters of modest declines, which
inthe UK. is defined as a recession.

Despite the quarterly increase, the Brit-
ish economy has barely grown over the past
year. It has been hobbled by interest rates at
16-year highs of 5.25%.

There was hope Thursday that they may
be on the way down soon. Bank of England
Gov. Andrew Bailey indicated that a rate
cut may be in the cards in June if inflation
continues to trend downward.

The Bank of England, like the U.S. Fed
and other central banks, raised interest rates
aggressively in late 2021 from near zero to
counter price increases stoked first by
supply chain issues during the coronavirus
pandemic and then by the war in Ukraine.

High interest rates — which cool the econ-
omy by making it more expensive to borrow
— have helped ease inflation, but they’ve also
weighed on the British economy.

BUSINESS BRIEFING
X still can’t show
bishop’s stabbing

MELBOURNE, Australia — An Australian
judge extended a ban Friday on X allowing
videos of the stabbing of a Sydney bishop
in his church last month after govern-
ment lawyers condemned the social media
company’s free-speech argument for keep-
ing the graphic images circulating.

The April 15 attack led to terrorism-re-
lated charges for the alleged attacker, a teen-
ager, and triggered ariot outside the church.

The order has existed since April 22 and
Australian Federal Court Justice Geoffrey
Kennett will decide Monday whether it will
continue in its current form.

X is alone among social media platforms
in fighting a notice from Australia’s eSafety
Commission to take down the video of the
attack during an Assyrian Orthodox service
streamed online. — Associated Press

Dairy farms to get
more bird flu help

U.S. health and agriculture officials
pledged nearly $200 million in new spend-
ing and other efforts Friday to help track and
contain an outbreak of bird flu in the nation’s
dairy cows that has spread to more than 40
herds in nine states.

The new funds include $101 million
to continue work to prevent, test, track
and treat animals and humans potentially
affected by the virus known as Type A H5N1,
the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services said. And they include about $98
million to provide up to $28,000 each to help
individual farms test cattle and bolster biose-
curity efforts to halt the spread of the virus,
according to the Agriculture Department.

Inaddition, dairy farmers will be compen-
sated for the loss of milk production from
infected cattle. — Associated Press

Some Target stores to withhold Pride goods

By Anne D’Innocenzio

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Target confirmed Friday
that it won’t carry Pride Month merchan-
dise at all stores this spring after the
discount retailer experienced backlash
and lower sales over its collection honor-
ing LGBTQ+ communities.

Target, which operates about 2,000
stores, said decisions about where to stock
Pride-themed products, including adult
apparel, home goods, foods and beverages,
would be based on “guest insights and
consumer research.”

A Target spokesperson declined to
disclose the number of stores where the
merchandise will not be available, but the

company said its online shop would offer
a full assortment. The moves were first
reported by Bloomberg.

“Target is committed to supporting
the LGBTQIA+community during Pride
Month and year-round,” Target said in a
statement. “Most importantly, we want
to create a welcoming and supportive
environment for our LGBTQIA+ team
members, which reflects our culture of care
for the over 400,000 people who work at
Target.”

The head of the Human Rights
Campaign, a U.S. LGBTQ advocacy group,
said Target’s decision was disappointing
and risks alienating LGBTQ+ individuals
and allies at the risk of not only profits, but
also their values.

Last year, Target removed some items
from its stores and made other changes
to its LGBTQ+ merchandise nationwide
ahead of Pride Month after intense reac-
tion from some customers who confronted
workers, tipped over displays and posted
threatening videos on social media from
inside the stores. Target also moved
displays to the back of its stores in certain
Southern locations last year.

But Target faced a second backlash from
customers upset by the retailer’s reaction to
aggressive anti-LGBTQ+ activism, which
has also been sweeping through Republi-
can state legislatures. Civil rights groups
scolded Target for caving to customers
who expressed outrage over a selection of
gender-fluid bathing suits it carried in 2023,

Airline employment
Employment at U.S. passenger airlines,
scale in thousands of full-time
equivalent jobs in March of each year

March 2024: 685,911—I|I
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A Chevrolet Malibu Hybrid is introdu

ced April1,2015, at the New York International Auto Show.
GM will continue to manufacture the sedan until later this year. BEBETO MATTHEWS/AP

GM to retire Chevy Malibu
from its lineup for EV, SUV

By Neal E. Boudette
The New York Times

General Motors said
this week that it would
stop making the Chevro-
let Malibu, the last afford-
able sedan in its U.S. model
lineup and a venerable
nameplate that was intro-
duced in the 1960s when the
company was a dominant
force in the U.S. economy.

For years, American
drivers have been gravitat-
ing toward SUVs and away
from sedans, compacts
and hatchbacks. GM’s two
Detroit rivals, Stellantis and
Ford Motor Co., have also
largely wiped their slates
clean of cars in the United
States.

Foreign automakers,
such as Toyota, Honda and
Hyundai, still sell hundreds
of thousands of sedans and
compacts each year, but
far fewer than in previous
decades when the Toyota
Camry and Honda Accord
ranked among the most
popular vehicles on Amer-
ican roads. Last month,
Subaru, a Japanese auto-
maker, said it would stop
making its Legacy sedan
nextyear.

GM produces the Malibu
ataplantin Fairfax, Kansas,

and will continue to manu-
facture the car until later
this year, when it plans to
retool the factory to make a
new version of the Chevro-
let Bolt, an electric car, and
the Cadillac XT4, a luxury
SUW.

Consumers have moved
away from cars to SUVs and
pickups to haul children
and recreational gear like
bikes and kayaks. Automak-
ers have helped that trend
by offering more of those
larger vehicles, which yield
bigger profits than sedans
and compacts.

The Malibu was intro-
duced in 1964 as an upscale
family sedan. Four years
later, GM added a sporty,
muscle-car version — the
Malibu SS. GM stopped
making the Malibu in 1983
as the company was forced
to downsize by growing
foreign competition. It rein-
troduced the Malibu in1997,
but the model has almost
always trailed the Camry
and Accord in sales.

Since its introduction,
GM has sold more than
10 million Malibus. But
sales have slumped in
recent years. In 2023, GM
sold 130,000 Malibus —
but much of those were
at low profits to rental car

companies — and deliv-
eries fell 47% in the final
three months of the year. A
decade earlier, GM typically
sold about 200,000 Malibus
ayear.

In 2023, GM announced
that it would stop produc-
tion of the Chevrolet
Camaro, a sports car. It
continues to make the
Chevrolet Corvette. Its
Cadillac brand makes two
gasoline-powered sedans
and has plans to start sell-
ing a high-end electric car
this year. All other models
that GM makes for the U.S.
market are trucks or SUVs.

Several years ago, Ford
eliminated sedans from its
lineup. The Mustang is the
only car that Ford makes
for the U.S. market. Stel-
lantis, the owner of Chrys-
ler, now focuses mainly on
trucks, SUVs and minivans,
although the company has
said it will start making an
electric version of its Dodge
Challenger muscle car in
2025.

The Malibu could, of
course, return someday,
perhaps as an electric vehi-
cle. Automakers have often
resurrected and repurposed
old model names, especially
those thatbuyers remember
fondly.

Sony, Apollo acquisition plan
for Paramount? Break it up

By Benjamin Mullin
and Lauren Hirsch
The New York Times

Shari Redstone helped
build Paramount Global
into a media empire, but
if Sony Pictures Enter-
tainment and private
equity giant Apollo Global
Management succeed in
acquiring it, they plan to
break it all up, according to
three people familiar with
the matter.

The plan would include
auctioning off CBS, cable
channels like MTV and
the Paramount+ stream-
ing service, said the people,
who asked not to be identi-
fied sharing private details.
Paramount Pictures —
home to blockbusters like
“The Godfather,” “Top
Gun” and the “Mission:
Impossible” franchise —
would be combined with
Sony’s business.

Sony and Apollo, which
made anonbinding expres-
sion of interest in acquiring
Paramount for $26 billion
last week, are also likely to
keep Paramount’s library of
films and TV shows and the
rights to well-known char-
acters, including the Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles
and SpongeBob SquareP-
ants. They have not yet
outlined this plan to Para-
mount or its advisers.

A breakup of Paramount
would represent a major
changing of the guard in
the entertainment indus-
try. CBS and Paramount
have been controlled by the
Redstone family for decades,
since media mogul Sumner
Redstone assembled the
conglomerate in a series of
audacious deals. His daugh-
ter, Shari Redstone, champi-
oneda2019 deal to reunite it
through amerger with CBS,
and remains Paramount’s
controlling shareholder.

Sony and Apollo, which
submitted a nonbinding
expression of interest in
acquiring Paramount last
week, are now engaging
with Paramount’s finan-
cial advisers on next steps,

Paramount Pictures studios, seen in Los Angeles, is included
in a bid by Sony and the private equity giant Apollo Global
Management. ALEX WELSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES 2018

the people said. The two
companies have not yet
signed formal nondisclosure
agreements or begun due
diligence reviews, a process
that could take weeks.

Although it’s still early,
the two bidders have
already begun to envision
how a deal for Paramount
could unfold. The two
would likely operate the
company as a joint venture
controlled by Sony, with a
minority stake owned by
Apollo, the people said.
Sony would look to combine
the marketing and distribu-
tion functions of the Para-
mount movie studio with its
own operations, and divest
the rest of the properties.

Over time, Apollo could
sell its stake in the joint
venture back to Sony or to
another buyer.

A breakup of Paramount
is not a preferred outcome
for Shari Redstone, who
would prefer to see the
company pass on to another
buyer intact, according to a
person familiar with her
thinking. But it wouldn’t
necessarily be a deal breaker
if the offer was compelling,
the person said.

Sony and Paramount
have different approaches
to the entertainment busi-
ness, and a deal would prob-
ably result in a U-turn for
Paramount. Unlike Para-
mount, which streams its
content on Paramount+,
Sony licenses its movies and

TV shows to companies like
Netflix and Disney. Sony
would probably not change
that approach in a deal
with Paramount and would
likely look to combine
Paramount+ with a rival,
like Comcast’s Peacock or
Warner Bros. Discovery’s
Max.

Sony has long pursued
Paramount’s movie studio.
Several years ago, Sony
executives reached out
to Paramount to see if the
company would be willing
to sell Paramount Pictures
or merge it into a joint
venture, but Paramount
signaled it was interested
only in a deal for the whole
company. So when Apollo
made a bid for all of Para-
mount this year, Sony
decided to team up.

Any deal by Sony would
face regulatory hurdles.
Regulations restrict foreign
owners from holding
licenses for U.S. broad-
cast stations, which could
prevent Sony — owned by
Japan’s Sony Group Corp. —
from owning CBS-affiliated
TV stations. But they could
divest the stations immedi-
ately, or have Apollo apply
for the license.

The deal would also likely
require clearance from the
Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United
States, the panel in Wash-
ington that scrutinizes
acquisitions by foreign
owners.
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Cohen urged to stop needling Trump

Key witness likely
to testify next week
in hush money trial

By Jake Offenhartz,
Jennifer Peltz
and Michael R. Sisak

Associated Press

NEW YORK — With
Donald Trump’s fixer-
turned-foe Michael Cohen
expected to take the witness
stand Monday, the judge in
the former president’s hush
money case issued prose-
cutors a stern warning: Get
Cohen to stop his taunting
posts and jabs at Trump.

Judge Juan Merchan’s
comments came as a
dramatic and consequential
week in the first criminal
trial of a former American
president drew to a close
Friday.

Prosecutors have been
building up their case ahead
of crucial testimony from
Cohen, who arranged the
$130,000 payout to porn
actor Stormy Daniels to keep
her from going public ahead
of the 2016 election about
an alleged sexual encounter
with Trump a decade earlier.

Trump denies ever having
sex with Daniels.

Defense attorneys will
argue that the disbarred
lawyer who served prison
time is out to get the former
president and cannot be
believed.

Two people familiar with
the matter told The Asso-
ciated Press that Cohen is
expected to take the stand
Monday. The two spoke on
the condition of anonymity.

Trump’s lawyers
complained after Cohen
wore a shirt this week in a
social media video featur-
ing a figure resembling the
former president behind
bars.

They have argued that it’s
unfair that Trump is under

Michael Cohen is expected to testify Monday in Donald Trump’s hush money trial. DAVE SANDERS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 2023

a gag order preventing him
from speaking publicly
about witnesses while
Cohen has continued to
post about Trump on social
media.

“It’s becoming a problem
every single day that Presi-
dent Trump is not allowed
to respond to this witness,
but this witness is allowed
to continue to talk;” defense
attorney Todd Blanche said.

Merchan told prosecutors
they should inform Cohen
“that the judge is askinghim
to refrain from making any
more statements” about the
case or about Trump.

Prosecutors told the judge
they had already requested
that Cohen and other
witnesses not talk about the
case buthad no direct means
of controlling their behavior.

As the third week of

testimony wrapped up
Friday, the case that
ultimately hinges on
record-keeping returned
to technical testimony — a
sharp contrast from Daniels’
dramatic account of the
alleged sexual encounter
with Trump that riveted
jurors earlier this week.
The prosecution could
rest its case by the end of
next week, prosecutor
Joshua Steinglass said.
Jurors saw social media
posts showing that Trump
initially praised Cohen after
the then-lawyer came under
federal investigation.
Trump started bash-
ing him after Cohen
pleaded guilty to campaign
finance violations, along
with other crimes, and
claimed that Trump
directed him to arrange the

payment for Daniels.

Trump was never charged
with any crime related to
that federal investigation.

Trump, who was visi-
bly angry during much of
Daniels’ testimony, chatted
frequently with his lawyers
and read through a stack of
papers on the table in front
of him as jurors heard from
witnesses including AT&T
and Verizon workers,
who authenticated phone
records.

Leaving the courthouse,
Trump addressed the allega-
tion at the heart of the case:
that he falsified his compa-
ny’s records to conceal the
nature of hush money reim-
bursements to Cohen.

“A very good bookkeeper,
marked a legal expense as a
legal expense,” Trump said.

“He was a lawyer, not a

fixer,” he added, referring to
Cohen.

Friday’s dry testimony
appeared to test jurors’
patience at times.

One juror stifled a yawn
while another stretched out
his arms.

Others shifted their gaze
around the room or stared
at the ceiling.

In one of the livelier
moments, Trump attorney
Emil Bove asked a para-
legal about the “tedious”
work of going through
lengthy phone, data and
other records, and prepar-
ing charts from them.

“Actually, I kind of enjoyed
it,” the paralegal said matter-
of-factly, to chuckles from
the courtroom audience.

“Respect,” Bove replied.

Witnesses in the case have
seesawed between book-

keepers and bankers, with
testimony about records
and finances, to Daniels and
others with unflattering
stories about Trump and the
tabloid world machinations
meant to keep them secret.

Despite all the drama, in
the end, the trial is about
money changing hands —
business transactions — and
whether those payments
were made to illegally influ-
ence the 2016 election.

Back on the witness
stand Friday was Made-
leine Westerhout, a former
Trump White House aide.

Prosecutors used Wester-
hout’s testimony to detail
the process by which Trump
got personal mail — includ-
ing checks to sign — while in
the White House. It’s rele-
vant because that’s how
he received and signed the
checks that reimbursed
Cohen for the payment to
Daniels, prosecutors say.

Westerhout testified that
Trump was “very upset”
when The Wall Street Jour-
nal published a 2018 story
about the hush money deal
with Daniels.

“My understanding
was that he knew it would
be hurtful to his family,”
Westerhout said, although
she acknowledged she
didn’t recall him saying so
specifically.

The answer, elicited by
Trump lawyer Susan Nech-
eles, goes to the defense’s
argument that Daniels was
paid to stay silentin order to
protect Trump’s family, not
his campaign.

Daniels’ story of an
alleged sexual encounter
with Trump was a crucial
building block for prose-
cutors, who are seeking to
show that the Republican
and his allies buried unflat-
tering stories in the waning
weeks of the 2016 presiden-
tial election in an effort to
illegally influence the race.

UN membership broadly
OKs new Palestine rights

US against measure
asking to reconsider
its full membership

By Edith M. Lederer

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS —
The U.N. General Assem-
bly voted by a wide margin
Friday to grant new “rights
and privileges” to Palestine
and called on the Security
Council to reconsider Pales-
tine’s request to become the
194th member of the United
Nations.

The world body approved
the Arab and Palestinian-
sponsored resolution by a
vote 0f 143-9 with 25 absten-
tions. The United States
voted against it, along with
Israel, Argentina, Czechia,
Hungary, Micronesia,
Nauru, Palau and Papua
New Guinea.

The vote reflected the
wide global support for full
membership of Palestine
in the United Nations, with
many countries expressing
outrage at the escalating
death toll in Gaza and fears
of amajor Israeli offensive in
Rafah, a southern city where
about 1.3 million Palestin-
ians have sought refuge.

It also demonstrated
growing support for the

Palestinians. A General
Assembly resolution on Oct.
27 calling for a humanitar-
ian cease-fire in Gaza was
approved 120-14 with 45
abstentions. That was weeks
after Israel launched its mili-
tary offensive in response
to Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack in
southern Israel, which killed
some 1,200 people.

While Friday’s resolu-
tion gives Palestine some
new rights and privileges,
it reaffirms that it remains a
nonmember observer state
without full U.N. member-
ship and the right to vote in
the General Assembly or at
any of its conferences. And
the United States has made
clear that it will block Pales-
tinian membership and
statehood until direct nego-
tiations with Israel resolve
key issues, including secu-
rity, boundaries and the
future of Jerusalem, and
lead to a two-state solution.

U.S. deputy ambassador
Robert Wood said Friday
that for the U.S. to support
Palestinian statehood, direct
negotiations must guarantee
Israel’s security and future
as ademocratic Jewish state
and that Palestinians can live
in peace in their own state.

The U.S. also vetoed a
widely backed council reso-
lution April 18 that would

have paved the way for full
United Nations membership
for Palestine.

Under the U.N. Char-
ter, prospective members
must be “peace-loving” and
the Security Council must
recommend their admission
to the General Assembly for
final approval. Palestine
became a U.N. nonmember
observer state in 2012.

The United States consid-
ers Friday’s resolution an
attempt to get around the
charter’s provisions, Wood
reiterated Thursday.

Unlike resolutions in the
Security Council, there are
no vetoes in the 193-member
General Assembly. Friday’s
resolution required a
two-thirds majority of
members voting and got
significantly more than the
118 vote minimum.

U.S. allies supported
the resolution, including
France, Japan, South Korea,
Spain, Australia, Estonia
and Norway. But European
countries were very divided.

The resolution “deter-
mines” that a state of
Palestine is qualified for
membership — dropping
the original language that
in the General Assembly’s
judgment it is “a peace-lov-
ing state.” It therefore
recommends that the Secu-

Palestinian U.N. Ambassador Riyad Mansour speaks during a special session of the U.N. General
Assembly on Palestinian full membership Friday in New York. CHARLY TRIBALLEAU/GETTY-AFP

rity Council reconsider its
request “favorably.”

The renewed push for full
Palestinian membership in
the U.N. comes as the war in
Gaza has put the more than
75-year-old Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict at center
stage. At numerous coun-
cil and assembly meetings,
the humanitarian crisis
facing the Palestinians in
Gaza and the killing of more
than 34,000 people in the
territory, according to Gaza
health officials, have gener-
ated outrage from many
countries.

Before the vote, Riyad
Mansour, the Palestinian
U.N. ambassador, told the
assembly in an emotional
speech that “No words can

capture what such loss and
trauma signifies for Palestin-
ians, their families, commu-
nities and for our nation as
awhole”

He said Palestinians in
Gaza “have been pushed to
the very edge of the strip, to
the very brink of life” with
Israel besieging Rafah.

Mansour accused Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of preparing
“to kill thousands to ensure
his political survival” and
aiming to destroy the Pales-
tinian people.

Israel’s U.N. Ambassador
Gilad Erdan vehemently
opposed the resolution,
accusing U.N. member
nations of not mentioning
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack and

seeking “to reward modern-
day Nazis with rights and
privileges.”

He said if an election
were held today, Hamas
would win, and warned
U.N. members that they
were “about to grant privi-
leges and rights to the future
terror state of Hamas.” He
held up a photo of Yehya
Sinwar, the mastermind of
the Hamas attack on Israel,
saying a terrorist “whose
stated goal is Jewish geno-
cide” would be a future
Palestinian leader.

Erdan also accused the
assembly of trampling on
the U.N. Charter, putting
two pages that said “U.N.
Charter” in a small shred-
der he held up.

Biden officials: Israeli use of US arms in Gaza likely broke international law

By Aamer Madhani,
Ellen Knickmeyer
and Mike Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Biden administration said
Friday that Israel’s use of
U.S.-provided weapons in
Gaza likely violated inter-
national humanitarian law
but wartime conditions
prevented U.S. officials from
determining that for certain
in specific airstrikes.

The administration’s find-
ing of “reasonable” evidence

to conclude that its ally had
breached international law
in its conduct of the war in
Gaza, released in a summary
of a report delivered Friday
to Congress, represents the
strongest such statement
from Biden officials.

But its caveat that it was
unable to link specific U.S.
weapons to individual
strikes by Israeli forces in
Gaza could give the admin-
istration leeway in any
future decision on whether
to restrict U.S. provisions of
offensive weapons to Israel.

The administration’s
findings, a first-of-its-
kind assessment that was
compelled by President Joe
Biden’s fellow Democrats in
Congress, comes after seven
months of airstrikes, ground
fighting and aid restrictions
that have claimed the lives of
nearly 35,000 Palestinians,
mostly women and children.

Biden has tried to walk
a fine line in his support of
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s war against
Hamas. Biden has faced
growing rancor at home

and abroad over the soar-
ing Palestinian death toll
and the onset of famine.
Tensions have been height-
ened further in recent weeks
by Netanyahu’s pledge to
expand the Israeli military’s
offensive in the crowded
southern city of Rafah,
despite Biden’s opposition.
Biden faces demands from
many Democrats that he cut
the flow of offensive weap-
ons to Israel and denuncia-
tion from Republicans who
accuse him of wavering on
support for Israel at its time

of need.

The Democratic adminis-
tration took one of the first
steps toward condition-
ing military aid to Israel in
recent days when it paused
a shipment of 3,500 bombs
out of concern over Isra-
el’s threatened offensive on
Rafah, a senior administra-
tion official said.

The presidential directive,
agreed to in February, obli-
gated the Defense and State
departments to conduct “an
assessment of any credible
reports or allegations that

such defense articles and,
as appropriate, defense
services, havebeenusedina
manner not consistent with
international law, including
international humanitarian
law.”

The agreement also obli-
gated them to tell Congress
whether they deemed that
Israel has acted to “arbi-
trarily to deny, restrict, or
otherwise impede, directly
orindirectly;” delivery of any
U.S.-supported humanitar-
ian aid into Gaza for starving
civilians there.
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Speaker of whole House — for now

—

Democrats’ rescue
still leaves Johnson
on political thin ice

By Carl Hulse
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The
notion that the speaker
serves the whole House
is often tossed around but
rarely the case.

While the position is
established in the Constitu-
tion and under long-stand-
ing House rules entails
presiding over the entire
institution, the speaker has
historically played a highly
political role, installed by the
majority party to ruthlessly
execute its will and legis-
lative agenda. But circum-
stances have changed.

Rep. Mike Johnson can
now, for better or worse,
truly lay claim to being
speaker of the whole House,
after Democrats saved him
from a Republican-led coup
Wednesday. Had Demo-
crats not come to his rescue,
the votes existed in his own
party to potentially oust him.

Tt was the logical outcome
of a session in which House
Democrats, despite being in
the minority, have repeat-
edly supplied the votes and
even the procedural back-
ing to do most of the heavy
legislative lifting to stave off
default, fund the govern-
ment and aid U.S. allies,
forming an uneasy coali-
tion government with more
mainstream Republicans.

The result left Johnson,
R-La., who is still new to
the job, indebted to Demo-
crats even as he immediately
sought to distance himself
from them by emphasiz-
ing his deep conservative
credentials. Democrats said
their support for him under-
scored theirbona fides as the
grown-up party willing to go
so far as to back a conserva-
tive Republican speaker to
prevent the House from
again going off the rails.

Now the two parties will
have to navigate this previ-

House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks Wednesday at the Capitol in Washington. KENNY HOLSTON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

ously unexplored terrain as
they head into an election
season that will determine
who is speaker next year.

The reality is that after
passing the foreign aid
package including funding
for Ukraine that prompted
the push by Rep. Marjo-
rie Taylor Greene, R-Ga.,
to depose Johnson, little
polarizing legislative work
remains to be done this
Congress, while the fight
for House control is about
to get into full swing. That
fact led Johnson to walk
off the House floor to high-
fives from his Republican
supporters and quickly try
toremind his colleagues and
America that, despite the
decisive Democratic assist,
he is still a die-hard right-
winger.

“I am a lifelong, move-
ment, conservative Republi-
can, and Iintend to continue
to govern in accordance
with those core principles,”
Johnson declared.

It is no secret on Capi-
tol Hill that many Republi-
cans believe the speaker will
have a hard time remaining
in the top party job nextyear
— if he can make it through
this year — no matter what
happens in the election.
And the fact that he now
has a patina of Democratic
backing is unlikely to help
him make his case that he
deserves to retain the gavel
if Republicans triumph in
November, or to serve as
the minority leader should
Democrats win control.

Since the Ukraine vote
last month, he has been
working furiously to display
his deep conservatism, rail-
ing against pro-Palestinian
campus protests, assailing
Biden administration policy
on the war in the Gaza Strip
and this week suggesting
without evidence that immi-
grants living in the country
without legal permission
vote in U.S. elections.

But his efforts are unlikely

to persuade some of his more
obstreperous right-wing
colleagues, who portray
Johnson as the speaker of
the “uniparty” that reigns
over the Washington swamp
and is abhorred by their
constituents.

“The Democrats validated
him,” Greene said after the
vote. “That is the most terri-
fying thing to our constit-
uents and to the American
people”

Just 10 other Republicans
joined her in voting Wednes-
day to keep the ouster effort
alive, underscoring once
again the ability of a tiny
sliver of hard-right lawmak-
ers to wreak havoc in a
House their party governs
by a minuscule margin.

This was not an easy vote
for Democrats, siding with
a man who holds contrary
views on some of their most
deeply held policy beliefs.
Thirty-two of them opposed
the successful bipartisan
effort to kill the motion to

vacate the speaker’s chair;
another seven merely voted
“present.”

But Democratic leaders
had made it clear weeks
ago that the trade would be
a price they were willing to
pay for pushing through the
assistance for Ukraine. Rep.
Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y,, the
minority leader, signaled to
Johnson, at first obliquely
and then explicitly, that
Democrats would have his
back ifhe put the foreign aid
package on the floor.

They stuck to that bargain
— and regarded it as an
added bonus that they were
able to stick it to Greene in
the process.

Democrats also calculated
that their willingness to
spare the House another
unsightly spectacle of
extended tumult would
bolster their political case
before the November
elections, proving that they
are the responsible party.
While they may have saved

Johnson, they believe the
fact that they even had to
do so shows that he and an
ungovernable Republican
majority need tobe relegated
back to the minority.

Democrats don’t intend
to support a Republican for
speaker in 2025,

“As long as House Repub-
licans continue to peddle
chaos, dysfunction and
extremism, and as long as
House Democrats continue
to solve problems for every-
day Americans and deliver
real results, then the Amer-
ican people are going to
vacate the extreme MAGA
Republican majority in
November,” Jeffries said
after Wednesday’s vote.

And there is no guaran-
tee that Democrats would
come to Johnson’s aid again
if another move is made
against him. Their back-
ing Wednesday was linked
directly to the Ukraine
aid. They would no doubt
demand further conces-
sions if another fight over
the speakership ensued —
concessions Johnson would
find hard to give.

“This is a one-time
get-out-of-jail-free card,”
said progressive Rep.
Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash.,
who opposed the rescue.
“This is not a continued
thing. And if we’re going
to be in a situation where
Marjorie Taylor Greene
puts forward more motions
to vacate, then we need to be
getting something”

Johnson said he hoped
Wednesday’s vote was the
“end of the personality poli-
tics and the frivolous char-
acter assassination that has
defined the undertaking.”

It may be for now.

But the speaker is certain
to continue to face chal-
lenges to his leadership
both from Democrats who
rescued him but want to
depose him on their own
in the elections and from
Republicans who see him as
weakened and vulnerable
and might seek a change at
the top after November.
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Residents of an apartment complex try to clear trees and other debris Friday in Tallahassee,
Fla. Storms with damaging high winds threatened several states in the South. PHIL SEARS/AP

Storms with high winds kill
at least 1 in Fla., officials say

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
— Powerful storms pack-
ing hurricane-force winds
killed at least one woman
Friday in Florida as a week
of deadly severe weather
continued in the South,
where uprooted trees
crashed onto homes and
knocked out electricity to
thousands in several states.

City officials in Talla-
hassee said wind gusts of
80 to 100 mph, speeds that
exceed hurricane intensity,
were reported in Florida’s
capital city. Images posted
on social media showed
mangled metal and other
debris from damaged build-
ings littering some areas.

A statement on the
Tallahassee government’s
website said crews were
scrambling to repair 100
broken power poles while
half the homes and busi-
nesses were left with-
out electricity in a city of
200,000 people.

It said the National
Weather Service was
assessing paths of three
potential tornadoes.

“Our area experienced
catastrophic wind damage,”
Tallahassee Mayor John
Dailey said on the social
platform X.

The sheriff’s office

for Leon County, which
includes Tallahassee, said in
aFacebook post Friday that
a woman was killed when
a tree fell onto her family’s
home.

The storm that struck
Tallahassee early Friday
also knocked two chimneys
from apartment buildings
at a complex where fallen
trees covered a row of cars.
Fencing was left bent at the
baseball stadium of Flor-
ida State University, where
classes were canceled
Friday.

Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis said on social
media Friday that the state
Division of Emergency
Management was working
with local officials to “do
everything possible to
return life to normalcy for
our residents as quickly as
possible.”

The woman killed in
Florida was at least the
fourth death caused by
severe weather in the
Southeast this week. Storms
were blamed for killing two
people in Tennessee on
Wednesday, when another
storm death was reported in
North Carolina.

Nearly 230,000 homes
and businesses from
Mississippi to North
Carolina were blacked out
Friday, according to the

website poweroutage.us.
Most of those outages were
in Florida, where power
was out for nearly 160,000
customers.

In Mississippi’s capital
city, Jackson, authorities
urged residents Friday to
conserve and boil water as
a precaution after a power
outage at one of its major
water treatment plants.

JXN Water, the local
water utility, said custom-
ers could expect reduced
water pressure as workers
assessed damage from over-
night storms. “It will take
many hours for the system
to recover, and some places
may take longer,” said Ted
Henifin, the water system’s
manager.

Other parts of the South
were cleaning up from
storm damage inflicted
earlier in the week.

In the farming commu-
nity of Vidalia, Georgia,
and surrounding Toombs
County, officials said a
tornado left a path of
destruction roughly 2 miles
long Thursday.

About10 houses had trees
crash onto or through their
roofs, and crews worked to
remove 50 downed trees
that were blocking roads,
said Lynn Moore, emer-
gency management direc-
tor for Toombs County.

WAR IN UKRAINE

Russia aims for breakthrough
in Kharkiv region, Kyiv says

By Illia Novikov

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukraine
rushed reinforcements to
its northeastern Kharkiv
region on Friday to hold
off a Russian attempt to
breach local defenses,
authorities said, signaling
a tactical switch in the war
by Moscow that Ukrainian
officials had been expecting
for weeks.

Kharkiv’s regional gover-
nor, Oleh Syniehubov, said
intense overnight shelling
targeted Vovchansk, a city
with a prewar population
of about 20,000 that is less
than 3 miles from the Russia
border. The barrage, which
used powerful guided
aerial bombs, artillery,
rockets, tanks and mortars,
killed at least one civilian
and wounded five others,
prompting authorities to
begin evacuating about
3,000 people.

Then, around dawn,
Russian infantry tried
to penetrate Ukrainian
defenses near Vovchansk,
the Ukrainian Defense
Ministry said, adding thatit
had deployed reserve units
to fend off the attack.

Russian military bloggers
said the assault could mark
the start of a Russian at-
tempt to carve out a “buffer
zone” that President Vlad-
imir Putin vowed to create
earlier this year to halt fre-
quent Ukrainian attacks on
Belgorod and other border
regions.

Ukrainian troops were
still holding firm against
the assault at midafternoon,
Syniehubov said.

Ukraine previously said
it was aware that Russia
was assembling thousands
of troops along the north-
eastern border, close to the
Kharkiv and Sumy regions.
Although Russia’s most
recent ground offensive
had been focused on parts
of eastern Ukraine farther
south, Ukrainian intelli-
gence officials said they had

Ukrainian police evacuate older people Friday from the city of

Vovchansk in the Kharkiv region after a fierce Russian assault
onthe area, near its border. UKRAINIAN POLICE

expected an attack in the
northeast too. The Krem-
lin’s forces stepped up their
bombardment of Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second-largest
city, in late March.

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said Ukraine’s
military had anticipated
this latest attack and had
calibrated its response.

Though Russia likely
couldn’t capture Kharkiv
without a massive buildup
of troops and armor, it could
compel Ukraine to send
more troops to the region,
leaving other areas of the
country more vulnerable.
Forcing Ukrainian author-
ities to evacuate civilians
will also likely cause disrup-
tions and divert resources.

The Russian military
could also try to cut key sup-
ply routes in the area and try
toblockade Kharkiv, which
is home to roughly 1.1 mil-
lion people and is only
about 20 miles south of the
border.

Russia is seeking to
exploit Ukraine’s short-
ages of ammunition and
manpower after the flow of
Western military aid to Kyiv
tapered off in recent months
and before promised new
support arrives. “Not all of
our partners are currently
fulfilling the agreements in
atimely manner,” Zelenskyy
said Friday in a post on X,
though he didn’t specify

which.

The Ukrainian army is
on the defensive along the
roughly 620-mile front line
and is scrambling to build
fortified defensive lines
ahead of what officials
believe will be a bigger
Russian offensive. Ukraine’s
forces are outnumbered
in infantry, armor and
ammunition.

Inthe opening days of the
war, Russiamade abotched
attempt to quickly storm
Kharkiv but retreated from
its outskirts a month later.
Seven months after that,
Ukraine’s army pushed
the Kremlin’s forces out of
Kharkiv in fall 2022. The
bold counterattack helped
persuade Western coun-
tries that Ukraine could
defeat Russia on the battle-
field and merited military
support.

Meanwhile, Russian offi-
cials said a Ukrainian drone
struck an oil refinery inside
Russia on Friday. The drone
hit a refinery near Kaluga,
southwest of Moscow, set-
ting four oil storage tanks
ablaze, according to Vla-
dislav Shapsha, the regional
governor. He said there
were no casualties.

The Russian Defense
Ministry said air defenses
downed seven Ukrainian
drones early Friday in the
Moscow, Bryansk and
Belgorod regions.
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China, Iran dissidents hunted in US

Foreign powers take
extreme measures to
threaten opponents

By Eric Tucker,
Didi Tang
and Nathan Ellgren

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After
a participant in the historic
Tiananmen Square protests
entered a 2022 congressio-
nal race in New York City, a
Chinese intelligence opera-
tive wasted little time enlist-
ing a private investigator to
hunt for any mistresses or
tax problems that could
upend the candidate’s bid,
prosecutors say.

“Inthe end,” the operative
ominously told his contact,
“yiolence would be fine too.”

As an Iranian journalist
and activist living in exile in
the United States aired crit-
icism of Iran’s human rights
abuses, Tehran was listening
too. Members of an Eastern
European organized crime
gang scouted her Brooklyn
home and plotted to kill her
in amurder-for-hire scheme
directed from Iran, accord-
ing to the Justice Depart-
ment, which foiled the
plan and brought criminal
charges.

The episodes reflect the
extreme measures taken
by countries like China
and Iran to intimidate, ha-
rass and sometimes plot
attacks against political op-
ponents and activists who
live in the United States.
They show the frightening
consequences that geopo-
litical tensions can have for
ordinary citizens as govern-
ments historically intoler-
ant of dissent inside their
own borders are increas-
ingly keeping a threatening
watch on those who speak
out thousands of miles away.

“We’re not living in fear,
we’re not living in paranoia,
but the reality is very clear
— that the Islamic Republic
wants us dead, and we have
to look over our shoulder
every day,” the Iranian jour-
nalist, Masih Alinejad, said.

The issue has grabbed

Wu Jianmin, once a student leader in China’s 1989 pro-democracy movement, speaks during an interview April 11in Washington. PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP

the attention of the
Justice Department,
which has built
cases against dozens
of suspects. Senior
FBI officials say the
tactics have grown
more sophisticated,
with countries more
willing to cross “se-
rious red lines” from ha-
rassment into violence as
they seek to project power
abroad.

“This is a huge priority for
us,” said Assistant Attorney
General Matthew Olsen, the
Justice Department’s top
national security official.

The trend is all the more
worrisome because of an
ever-deteriorating relation-
ship with Iran and tensions
with China over everything
from trade and theft of intel-
lectual property to election
interference.

A leading culprit, offi-
cials and advocates say, has
been China. The Chinese

Alinejad

Embassy in Wash-
ington disputed that
the country engages
in the practice and
said in a statement
that “We resolutely
oppose ‘long-arm
jurisdiction.”
Yet U.S. officials
say China created
a program to do exactly
that, launching “Operation
Fox Hunt” to track down
Chinese expatriates wanted
by Beijing, with a goal of
coercing them into return-
ing to face charges.

A former city govern-
ment official in China living
in New Jersey found a note
in Chinese characters taped
to his front door that said: “If
you are willing to go back to
the mainland and spend 10
years in prison your wife
and children will be all
right. That’s the end of this
matter!” according to a 2020
Justice Department case
charging a group of Chinese

operatives and an American
private investigator.

Though most defendants
charged in transnational
repression plots are based in
their home country, making
arrests and prosecutions
rare, that particular case led
to U.S. convictions of the
private investigator and two
Chinese citizens.

Bob Fu, a Chinese Ameri-
can Christian pastor whose
organization, ChinaAid,
advocates for religious free-
dom in China, said he has
endured far-ranging harass-
ment campaigns for years.
Large crowds of demonstra-
tors have amassed for days
at a time outside his West
Texas home in well-coor-
dinated actions he believes
canbe linked to the Chinese
government.

Phony hotel reservations
have been made in his name,
along with bogus bomb
threats to police stating
that he planned to detonate

explosives. Flyers depicting
him as the devil have been
distributed to neighbors.
He said he’s learned to take
precautions when he travels.

Wu Jianmin, a former
student leader in China’s
1989 pro-democracy move-
ment, was targeted in 2020
by protesters outside his
home in Irvine, California.

“They shouted slogans
outside my home and made
verbal abuses,” he said.
“They paraded in the neigh-
borhood, distributed all
sorts of pictures and flyers,
and put them in the neigh-
bors’ mailboxes.”

Last year, the Justice De-
partment charged about
three dozen officers in Chi-
na’s national police force
with using social media to
target dissidents inside the
U.S. and arrested two men
who it says had helped es-
tablish a secret Chinese po-
lice outpost in Manhattan’s
Chinatown neighborhood.

The year before, federal
prosecutors disclosed a
series of wide-ranging plots
to silence dissidents.

Besides the little-known
and unsuccessful congres-
sional candidate about
whom China wanted to
dig up dirt, other victims
of harassment in the case
included American figure
skater Alysa Liu and her
father, Arthur, a political
refugee who prosecutors
say was monitored by aman
who posed as an Olympics
committee member and
asked them for their pass-
port information.

“We should be under no
illusion that somehow these
are rogue actors or people
that are unaffiliated with
the Chinese government,”
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi,
an Illinois Democrat and
member of a special House
committee on China, said of
the Chinese operatives who
have been charged.

Beer battle splits Texas town’s bigges

Germanfest kept
folks tied to roots,
but suds led to rift

By J. David Goodman
The New York Times

MUENSTER, Texas
— Social media attacks.
Intransigent factions. An
anonymous letter complain-
ing about the harm done
by some neighbors to the
harmony of a bucolic Texas
town.

The division that erupted
in recent months in Muen-
ster, Texas, a farming and
ranching community north
of Dallas, resembles the
political polarization that
has ripped apart many
communities across the
nation.

But the fight in Muenster,
a town settled by German
immigrants, has not been
about politics. It has been
aboutbeer.

Or rather, about how
to divvy up the proceeds
from selling beer at the
biggest thing that happens
in Muenster every year: the
town’s three-day German-
fest. The dispute has bitterly
divided neighbors in a town
that pridesitself on its Texas
German heritage and spirit
of volunteerism.

Suddenly, instead of one
celebration on the last week-
end in April, there were two
— two places for the town’s
1,600 residents to partake of
beer, sausages and music,
each a short walk from the
other, on either side of Divi-
sion Street.

At stake were not only
competing visions of the
town’s signature event but
the survival of the kinds
of old-fashioned commu-
nity volunteer groups that
historically formed part of
the backbone of American
towns. In Muenster, they
still do — and Germanfest
has long been their biggest
moneymaker.

“It put tears in my eyes,”
said William Fisher, 83, as
he ate breakfast at Rohmer’s,
the town’s wood-paneled,
schnitzel-serving diner. “All
of asudden, it seems like the

Dancers from Whitney High School perform April 27 at the annual Germanfest, hosted by the Muenster Chamber of Commerce
in Muenster, Texas. The Jaycees civic group holds another, competing event now. DESIREE RIOS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

town went haywire.”

For some, the split marked
the culmination of rising
discontent over the growth
of the festival, which draws
about 20,000 visitors.

That was particularly true
after 2018 when the festival
moved into a newly built,
cavernous indoor space on
sprawling grounds at the
edge of town.

“It became more of an
outsider thing and lost that
local touch,” said Leslie
Hess Eddleman, a dental
hygienist and former Dallas
Cowboys cheerleader.
“They turned it into this big
show for out-of-townersbut
not for us.”

But what finally brought
about the split was not
who attended the festival
but a dispute over the beer
contract, which was up for
renewal.

The Jaycees, a national
junior civic organization,
had long sold the beer, using
its members as volunteers
and taking anearly 80% cut.

The Muenster Chamber

of Commerce, which runs
Germanfest, wanted to rene-
gotiate, at first proposing an
even split, then offering the
Jaycees 70% — if it helped to
decorate.

“We have 100% of the
risk,” said Matt Sicking,
president of the chamber
and a county commissioner.
“If it’s a rainout, we lose
everything.”

No deal. No one would
budge.

“You ever hear of a stub-
born German? They had
their minds made up,” said
Wayne Klement, 74, a Jaycee
senator. “That’s when we
decided we’ll just have a
party of our own.”

The group was encour-
aged when others joined.
Many did: the Knights of
Columbus, the Boy Scouts,
alocal meat seller, the family
that puts on a hammer-and-
nail-in-a-log game they call
“nigelschlagen”

Soon, it had turned into an
all-out rebellion.

Who lays claim to
Germanfest could not be

more important in a town
such as Muenster, which sits
in the rolling farmland near
Texas’ Red River boundary
with Oklahoma.

Businesses carry the
German names of families
who arrived long ago — the
Fishers, the Flusches — and
never left. The lettering on
police cars promises “Zu
Dienen und Beschiitzen,”
to serve and protect. Each
year, the high school football
team battles its rival in Lind-
say, another German-heri-
tage town, in a grudge match
known as the “Kraut Bowl.”

Texas experienced several
waves of German immigra-
tion in the 1800s. Many
settled around the Hill
Country cities of Fredricks-
burg and New Braunfels,
near Austin, where some
schools taught primarily in
German.

“The German lan-
guage held on longer and
more tenaciously in Texas
than anywhere else in the
United States,” said Walter
Kamphoefner, a history pro-

fessor at Texas A&M Uni-
versity.

The founding of Muen-
ster was driven primarily by
brothers intent on creating
an explicitly German Cath-
olic community. They faced
some early challenges: The
first church in town was
destroyed by a tornado. So
was the second one, about
three years later.

Life in Muenster still
revolves around the church.
The town has a Catholic
school and a public school.
Families of six children or
more are not unusual.

“It’s like in Europe,” said
Chuck Bartush, one of 13
siblings and one of the
town’s only lawyers. “It’s old
school. Medieval almost.”

Muenster is also home
to an enduring culture of
volunteerism. The Jaycees,
whose members are
community-minded adults
40 and younger, occupy
a prominent perch. Local
members include city coun-
cilors, business owners and
the mayor.

t party

Like many volunteer
groups across the United
States, the Jaycees has dwin-
dled. In Texas, there were
once scores of chapters.
Now there are just 12.

The idea for a festival
highlighting the town’s
German heritage came as
the nation was preparing
to celebrate its bicenten-
nial in1976. It was an almost
instant success, attract-
ing people from Dallas and
farther afield. There was tug
of war and arm wrestling
and, at least once, a beauty
contest.

The Jaycees provided
perhaps the most import-
ant component: the beer.
The organization owns a
refrigerated truck trailer
with space for about 200
kegs and 32 beer taps, and it
recently added a similar but
smaller trailer.

“We depend on this week-
end for our club,” Klement
said, adding that the Jaycees
had given out $165,000 in
donations last year, mostly
to local families in need.

Figures provided by the
Chamber of Commerce
showed the Jaycees took in
about $120,000 from last
year’s Germanfest, with the
chamber making $164,000.
Sicking said the cost of
putting on the festival kept
increasing.

On the first day of the
chamber’s festival, rows
of tables were filled with
people eating sausages
on a stick and listening to
polka music. Women in
dirndls and men in leder-
hosen toasted one another
in synchronized calls of
“Prost!”

Down the street at the
Jaycee festival in Muen-
ster City Park, bands played
classic rock as many in the
crowd of hundreds remi-
nisced about the old days.
The massive beer truck,
with its many taps, occu-
pied a prominent spot on
the lawn.

In the end, the two
competing festivals mostly
did a good job of ignoring
each other.

There had been plenty of
beer to go around.
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NEWS BRIEFING

Liam, Olivia still top
list of US baby names;
Mateo makes debut

From news services

WASHINGTON — Liam
and Olivia have for a fifth
year together topped the list
of baby names for boys and
girlsbornin the U.S.in 2023.
And Mateo joins the top 10
baby names list for the first
time.

The Social Security
Administration annually
tracks the names given to
girls and boys in each state,
with names dating back to
1880. The agency gathers the
names from applications for
Social Security cards.

Based on cultural and
population trends, the list
shows how names can rise
and fall in popularity. The
latest was released Friday.

Liam hasreigned supreme
seven years in a row while
Olivia has topped the girls’
list for five, after unseating
Emma, previously No. 1 for
five years.

After Liam, the most
common names for boys
are, in order: Noah, Oliver,
James, Elijah, Mateo, Theo-
dore, Henry, Lucas and
William.

And after Olivia, the most
common names for girls are
Emma, Charlotte, Amelia,
Sophia, Mia, Isabella, Ava,
Evelyn and Luna.

The Social Security
Administration’s latest
data show that 3.58 million
babies were born in the
U.S. in 2023. That’s a slight
decrease from lastyear’s 3.66
million babies.

Social media stars and
popular television shows
are having some impact
on the rising popularity of
certain names, Social Secu-
rity says. The fastest-rising
name for boys is Izael while
the second fastest-rising,
Chozen, shot up to No. 813
in2023.

The character Chozen
was a protagonist in the last
season of the Netflix show
“CobraKai.”

For girls, one of the fast-
est-rising baby names is

Kaeli, which jumped 1,692
spots. “Parents must have
really smashed the ‘like’
button for YouTube and
TikTok star Kaeli McEwen,
also known as Kaeli Mae,
who routinely promotes a
clean, tidy, and neutral-aes-
thetic lifestyle,” Social Secu-
rity said in a news release.
The complete, searchable
list of baby names is on the
Social Security website.

Moms of Mexico’s missing:
Hundreds of mothers of
missing people, relatives
and activists marched in
protest Friday through
downtown Mexico City to
mark a sad commemoration
of Mother’s Day.

The marchers, angry
over what they say is the
government’s lack of inter-
est in investigating the
disappearances of Mexi-
co’s over 100,000 missing
people, chanted slogans like
“Where are they, our chil-
dren, where are they?” They
carried massive banners
that, in some cases, showed
nearly 100 photos of missing
people.

The march comes just
days after officials managed
to find the bodies of three
foreigners less than a week
after they went missing in
Baja California state, while
many Mexican mothers
have been searching for
the sons and daughters for
years, even decades.

“Because they are foreign-
ers, those boys’ country put
the pressure on to look for
them and they found them,”
said Maria del Carmen Ayala
Vargas, who has been look-
ing for almost three years
for any trace of her son, Ivan
Pastrana Ayala, who was
abducted in the Gulf coast
state of Veracruz in 2021.

The march also comes
two days after President
Andrés Manuel Loépez
Obrador’s administration
raised hackles by accusing
the press and volunteer
searchers who look for the

Flood relief: Brazilian air force personnel prepare donations Friday at Brasilia Air Base for flood victims in Rio Grande do Sul
state. At least 107 people in southern Brazil have died in the floods, and 134 are missing, authorities say, and more than 230,000
are displaced. More heavy rain is expected in Rio Grande do Sul into the weekend. EVARISTO SA/GETTY-AFP

bodies of missing people of
“necrophilia”

Argentina train derails: At
least 90 people were injured
in Argentina’s capital when
a passenger train struck an
empty boxcar on the tracks
and derailed Friday, author-
ities said, arare collision that
fueled questions about basic
safety.

The train was on its way
from Buenos Aires to the
northern suburbs when it
derailed around 10:30 a.m.
on a bridge, safety officials
said. Authorities said it was
not immediately clear why
the empty boxcar had been
on the rails but that they
were investigating.

Solar storm: An unusually
strong solar storm hitting
Earth could produce north-
ern lights in the U.S. this
weekend and potentially
disrupt power and commu-
nications.

The National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration issued a rare severe
geomagnetic storm warn-
ing when a solar outburst

reached Earth on Friday
afternoon, hours sooner
than anticipated. The effects
were due to last through the
weekend and possibly into
next week.

NOAA alerted operators
of power plants and space-
craft in orbit to take precau-
tions, as well as the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.

“For most people here
on planet Earth, they won’t
have to do anything,” said
Rob Steenburgh, a scientist
with NOAA’s Space Weather
Prediction Center.

Russia bus crash: A bus
veered off a bridge and
plunged into a river on
Friday in St. Petersburg,
Russia’s second-largest city,
killing seven people, officials
said.

The Investigative
Committee, Russia’s top
criminal investigations body,
reported the death toll. It
did not state how many
others were injured, but the
emergencies ministry earlier
said six people removed
from the bus were in critical

or serious condition.

Russian news reports
said there were 15 people
on the city bus when it
broke through a barrier
and plunged into the
Moika River in central St.
Petersburg,

Authorities in St. Peters-
burg said the owner of
the bus had been fined 23
times for various violations.
Private companies run most
of the city’s bus services.

The bus driver was
detained by police. His
wife was quoted by Russian
media as saying that manag-
ers forced him to work a
morning shift after work-
ing for 20 hours the previ-
ous day and getting virtually
norest.

SAfrica building collapse:
Hope was fading Friday
for dozens of construction
workers buried for days in
the rubble of a building that
collapsed in South Africa
as the death toll rose to 12
and more than 40 remained
missing,

Authorities said rescuers
were now faced with the

Custom Pull-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.
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Design Consultation

challenge of moving thou-
sands of tons of concrete
with heavy machinery to
keep searching for survivors.

Three more bodies were
recovered from the wreck-
age of the five-story build-
ing under construction in
the city of George on South
Africa’s south coast when it
collapsed Monday. Another
worker who was in critical
condition died in the hospi-
tal earlier Friday, authorities
said.

At least 41 workers are
missing and — with fears
that the final death toll could
exceed 50 — city authori-
ties said large earth-moving
equipment had arrived and
rescue teams were removing
huge slabs of concrete and
rubble to reach deeper into
the wreckage.

Of the 28 who were res-
cued, many were in critical
condition or had life-threat-
ening injuries.

City authorities said it
was still a rescue rather
than a recovery operation,
but no survivors have been
located or brought out since
Wednesday.
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Ana Ortiz-Monasterio, left, and Claudia Quesada in“An Educated Guess” by Definition Theatre. JOE MAZZA PHOTOS

REVIEW ‘AN EDUCATED GUESS’ * %%

An immigration dilemma

By Chris Jones
Chicago Tribune

“New plays, baby,” shouted
Definition Theatre artistic direc-
tor Tyrone Phillips as T headed out
the door onto 55th Street Thurs-
day night, following the world
premiere of “An Educated Guess”
by Juan José Alfonso, a former
media executive who has written
his first play.

Not just a first play, but, in fact,
amost promising work further
developed by this growing theater
company and produced with the
kind of fast-paced, high-stakes stag-
ing for which Definition is gain-
ing areputation in Hyde Park and
beyond. “An Educated Guess” is a
sprawling, ambitious work that did
not strike me as finished and maybe
even more suited to a screenplay
than a work of theater. Still, what
a compelling night, thanks in no
small measure to a knockout lead
performance from Claudia Quesada
in the role of an immigration agent
whose decisions catch up to her.

Alfonso, an immigrant himself,
is interested in many things here,
beginning with the professional
lives of those who conduct immi-
gration interviews, such as Alba
Guerrero (Quesada) and her side-
kick Nilda Jackson (Maya Vinice
Prentiss). The play, which is set
around the turn of the 21st century,

Claudia Quesada and Mehmet Can Aksoy in“An Educated Guess.”

draws from the historical refer-
ent wherein the Sept. 11 hijackers
all had been approved for visas at
some point by consular officials
who, in hindsight, clearly missed
some things. As an official govern-
ment report noted: “Three of the 19
hijackers submitted applications
that contained false statements
that could have been proven to be
false at the time they applied.”

In exploring whether such
(perhaps inevitable) errors keep
immigration officials awake at
night, Alfonso imagines a case
where approval had been given to
amass shooter in Harlem and how
that decision haunts the inter-

viewer. There is one blistering
scene here where the nightmares
become so intense that Alba even
decides to confront the impris-
oned guy, played with Hannibal
Lecter-like intensity by Mehmet
Can Aksoy, who creeped me out
in a big way. Then there’s the flip
side to that, as immigration offi-
cials become dehumanized and
hardened to their jobs and are so
worried about making mistakes
that they are unkind to decent
people like Father Romelio Ospina
(Miguel Cohen) who actually ends
up helping the official as she goes
through her crisis of conscience.
That’s probably plenty for a

90-minute play, but Alfonso also
wants to explore the U.S. immi-
gration system in a broader way;,
interspersing the narrative with
short, experiential monologues
coming from immigrants of differ-
ent ages and from different places.
Iwasn’t always entirely convinced
by how everything hangs (or does
not hang) together and sometimes
the end result is to dissipate the
narrative tension of the main story.
That’s also the impact of a series of
radio news broadcasts that I don’t
think the play really needs.

But whatever the structural
things still to be sorted out, this
is very rich and lovely writing,
nuanced and humanistic and look-
ing at this fraught topic in a very
fresh way. For its part, Definition
hasbecome a place to see intense,
Chicago-style acting, up close on
55th Street, and this uniformly
excellent cast really throws itself
into this project. You'll be pretty
gripped, I think, by a passionate
work at the beginning of its journey.

Chris Jones is a Tribune critic.
cjones5@chicagotribune.com

When: Through May 26

Where: Definition Theatre, 1160 E.
55th St.

Running time: 1 hour, 30 minutes
Tickets: $30 at www.
definitiontheatre.org

WHAT TO DO IN CHICAGO
Devo, Cabaret Week and a self-guided tour of street murals
By jemitertay T oo N CosoeNorhen Locine. 7

Devo: Somehow, it’s been more
than 50 years since art-rock
band Devo formed in Akron,
Ohio. Original band members
Mark and Bob Mothersbaugh
and Gerald Casale will take the
stage with newer band members
Josh Freese and Josh Hager at
the Riviera Theatre for their
De-Evolution Tour. Given how
effective Devo was in capturing
the modern zeitgeist, the show
promises far more than mere
nostalgia. 7:30 p.m. May 11 at the
Riviera Theatre, 4746 N. Racine
Ave,; tickets $79-$150 at clubdevo.
com

Chicago Archaeopteryx: If you've
ever struggled to explain to your
child how that pigeon on your
windowsill is related to ancient
dinosaurs, now you can show
them: The Field Museum is now
home to a rare Archaeopteryx
fossil, the earliest known avian
dinosaur. Featuring feathers,
hollow bones, along tail and 50
teeth, the fossil is the museum’s
most significant acquisition since
Sue the T. rex and will be on
view until the museum’s Dino-
palooza on June 8.9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
daily through June 8 at the Field
Museum, 1400 S. DuSable Lake
Shore Drive; tickets $14-$30 at
fieldmuseum.org

there’s no expiration on appre-
ciating free public art. Consider
aself-guided tour, made all the
easier by a map highlighting 20
murals in Wicker Park and Buck-
town. And if Wicker Park isn’t
convenient for you, make your
own map and go see some of the
many other projects registered
with the City of Chicago Mural

Registry.

Chicago Dogs Opening Weekend:
The Chicago Dogs will face the
Gary SouthShore Rail Cats during
its opening weekend, kicking off
anew season for the 6-year-old
independent minor league team.
Living up to its slogan of “base-
ball with everything,” Chicago
Dogs will host “Barbie & Prin-
cess” Saturday, featuring fire-
works. On Sunday, the team will
don pink uniforms, and offer a
slew of Mother’s Day promotions,
including free pink hats, free

hot dogs and (not free) mimo-

sas. Home games through Aug. 29
at Impact Field, 9899 Balmoral
Ave., Rosemont; tickets $9-$450 at
thechicagodogs.com

“Nicole Eisenman: What
Happened”: Block off a solid chunk
of your weekend to linger over
“What Happened,” the first major
survey of Nicole Eisenman’s work,
now on display at the Museum of

The Vivian Maier mural by revered Brazilian artist Eduardo Kobra in the 1600
block of W. North Avenue on July 17, 2017. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Contemporary Art. The exhibition
of some 100 works — paintings,
drawing, murals and installations
— from her entire career date from
1992 to today. Through Sept. 22 at
the Museum of Contemporary Art,
220 E. Chicago Ave.; tickets $10-$22
at mcachicago.org

“Mamma Mia!”: Yes, the ABBA
musical just marked 25 years since
its debut, but biggest the reason

to go now is Christine Sherrill’s
sublime performance as Donna:
“When she sings ‘the gods may
throw a dice, their minds as cold
asice; there’s adarn thunder-

clap inside the theater;” writes the
Tribune’s Chris Jones. Through
May 19, Nederlander Theatre, 24 W.
Randolph St.; tickets $52.50-$137.50

at www.broadwayinchicago.com

Chicago Cabaret Week: More
than 70 performers will step up
to the mic at 16 intimate venues
across Chicago during Chicago
Cabaret week. Featuring a range
of music — R&B and jazz, Broad-
way and burlesque, American
Songbook, French chanson and
world music — the festival offers
16 shows worth of entertainment.
Through May 19, various locations
and ticket prices; more informa-
tion at chicagocabaret.org

The Jacksons: The Jacksons, of
Jackson Five fame with current
members including Jackie and
Tito, will return to their Gary
roots to perform at Hard Rock

Northern Indiana, 5400 W. 29th
Ave.,, Gary; tickets $74.50-$124.50
(ages 21+) at thejacksons.live

Craig David: British singer-song-
writer and rapper Craig David
stops at the Chicago Theatre

on his seven-city North Ameri-
can Commitment Tour. Known
for blending pop, R&B and UK.
garage, David has been nomi-
nated twice for Grammy Awards
for male vocal performance. 8
p.m. May 13 at Chicago Theatre,
175 N. State St.; tickets $25-$50 at
craigdavid.com

“Judgment Day”: You’ve seen
Jason Alexander’s face plastered
on buses all over town for weeks,
and now word is in: “Judgment
Day” is worth the trip to Navy
Pier. In his Tribune review,

critic Chris Jones called the
show, which stars Alexander as a
morally corrupt lawyer, a “gutsy
and wickedly funny new satire. ...
Anyone with functioning arteries
will laugh their socks off at some
of the old-school gags.” Through
May 26 in The Yard at Chicago
Shakespeare Theater, Navy Pier,
800 E. Grand Ave.; tickets $57-$135
at www.chicagoshakes.com

Have something to do around
Chicago? Email events to day.
chitribevents@gmail.com.
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CELEBRITIES

Trio of stars to helm new podcasts

From news services

Some stars known for
their work on screen — Ted
Danson, Woody Harrel-
son and Jon Stewart — are
entering into the world of
podcasts.

Danson and Harrelson
have signed up for “Where
Everybody Knows Your
Name with Ted Danson
and Woody Harrelson
(Sometimes),” which will
be launched June 12 by
SiriusXM.

The title is a reference
to their years together on
the NBC sitcom “Cheers”
and to the fact that Harrel-
son’s participation is more
limited. He’ll be on with
Danson “when he can find
him,” SiriusXM said.

The podcast will consist
of their conversations
with the likes of Will
Arnett, Kristen Bell, Laura
Dern, Jane Fonda, Conan
O’Brien, Nick Offerman
and others.

Stewart, who returned
to Comedy Central’s “The
Daily Show” earlier this
year to host once a week,
will do a podcast called
“The Weekly Show;”
according to Comedy
Central. Itis expected to
launch in early June.

The podcast sounds like
an extension of the televi-
sion show, with guests and
deeper dives into issues,
according to a descrip-
tion by MTV Entertain-
ment Studios & Paramount
Media Networks.

“After much reflection,
meditation and prayer, I
have decided to extend my
work week to two days,”
Stewart said.

Biebers expecting baby:
Cue up his 2010 mega-
hit “Baby.” Justin Bieber
and Hailey (nee Baldwin)
Bieber are expecting their
first child together — and
have renewed their vows.

A representative
confirmed Thursday that
the model is just over six
months pregnant.

The couple announced
the news on their respec-

Ted Danson, seen March 10, is hosting a new podcast with his
“Cheers” co-star Woody Harrelson. MIKE COPPOLA/GETTY

tive Instagram pages with
corresponding posts. Both
begin with a short, roman-
tic video clip of the couple
kissing. Hailey Bieber is
draped in white lace; baby
bump prominent in the
sheer, form-fitting fabric. It
is followed up with a photo
shoot of Justin Bieber
photographing his wife.

In each caption, they’ve
tagged one another.

In anewsrelease,
fashion house Yves Saint
Laurent says the video and
photo shoot are from the
Biebers’ vow renewal cere-
mony Thursday in Hawaii.

Judge finds Wilson needs
conservatorship: A judge
found Thursday that
Beach Boys founder and
music luminary Brian
Wilson should be in a court
conservatorship to manage
his personal and medical
decisions because of what
his doctor calls a “major
neurocognitive disorder.”
At ahearing, Los Ange-
les Superior Court Judge

Gus T. May approved

the petition filed by the
81-year-old Wilson’s family
and inner circle after the
death in January of his
wife, Melinda Ledbetter
Wilson, who handled most
of his tasks and affairs.

The judge said that
evidence shows that
Wilson consents to the
arrangement and lacks
the capacity to make
health care decisions. May
appointed two longtime
Wilson representatives,
publicist Jean Sievers and
manager LeeAnn Hard, as
his conservators.

May 11 birthdays: Singer
Eric Burdon is 83. Actor
Shohreh Aghdashloois 72.
Actor Frances Fisher is 72.
Actor Boyd Gaines s 71.
Former VJ Martha Quinn is
65. Actor Tim Blake Nelson
is 60. Actor Jeffrey Dono-
vanis 56. Actor Coby Bell
is 49. Actor Jonathan Jack-
son is 42. Singer Prince
Royce is 35. Musician
Howard Lawrence is 30.

ASK AMY

By Amy Dickinson

askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy

Walking buddies’ relationship has stumbled

Dear Amy: I have been
walking buddies with a
neighbor for the past 12
years. We walk together
about once a week.

While I usually enjoy
our time, there have been
unsettling emotional
outbursts from her, either
crying or screaming about
one thing or another.

She has even yelled at
me personally, which was
shocking and embarrass-
ingtome, and T admit I
have yelled back once
or twice — and I am not
proud of it. It’s very out of
character for me to behave
that way.

I can usually look past
these incidents because
usually I enjoy our walks,
the communication and
the laughs. But last week
she screamed at me again.

The latest outburst
happened as she was
trying to tell me about
something that was both-
ering her about a neigh-
bor. I was unable to follow
her train of thought, so
asked her for clarification
more than once.

Out of nowhere, she
screamed at me to stop
“correcting” her. I stopped
in my tracks. I asked what
was wrong with her. Again,
she yelled that I was
correcting her. By then I
was fuming. I said I'd had
enough and began walking
the other direction.

Suddenly, she back-
tracks and says, “Oh, I’'m
over it!” I said, “I’'m not.”

The drama makes me
uncomfortable, and I hate
confrontation. Even if she
does reach out now (weeks
later), I think it will be too
late. T have no problem
ending this friendship now.

We live in the same
neighborhood, however,
and it’s possible I will run
into her at some point. So I

have two questions: What
should Isayif I runinto
her and she asks if ’'m
“over it”?

And since we have
mutual friends who may
hear about the incident
and ask questions, what
should I tell them?

Idon’t want to talk
behind her back, but I also
want to clarify my stand-
ing to others who wonder
what happened.

— Tired of Screamers

Dear Tired: If you want
to keep this drama going,
then by all means — clarify
your standing with mutual
friends. If you are asked
directly about this episode,
you might say, “She raised
her voice at me, so we’re
going our separate ways.”
This neighbor might
have a cognitive health
problem, or perhaps she
is perennially hot-headed.
She might leave a wake of
similar incidents as she
moves through the world.
Outbursts could likely
relieve whatever pressure
she feels building up inside
her. She will not apologize,
so you should stop expect-
ing this. “I'm over it” might
be the closest she can get.
‘When you encoun-
ter her, be cordial and
calm. You could try one
honest statement: “I
don’tlike being yelled at.
Our conflicts make me
extremely uncomfortable,
so I've decided to keep my
distance.”

Dear Amy: I’'ve been
seeing/sleeping with my
friend “Curtis” off and on
for a few months. We have
what I would describe as
anonmonogamous sort
of “friends with benefits”
relationship.

Sometimes we hang out,
sometimes we go out, but

we are not “a couple.”

I’'m completely fine with
this, and I thought he was,
too. Recently, Curtis told
me that he was going to
start seeing someone else,
also casually.

Now I’'m feeling weird
and possessive. I don’t
want him to be exclusive
to me, but I don’t want for
things to change. Idon’t
want him to do this. Do you
think it’s OK for me to tell
him this?

— At Odds

Dear At Odds: If you can
have sex with someone,
then yes — surely you can
be brave enough to initi-
ate a conversation. Yes, I
think it’s always OK to tell
someone how you feel, and
T hope you will.

However, you also need
to accept that life equals
change. Everyone involved
needs to make sure that
all of this casual sex you're
having is also safe.

Dear Amy: I liked your
advice to “Gifting Mother,”
whose 7-year-old tore
through Easter gifts and
immediately wanted more.

In addition to educat-
ing her about gratitude
and cutting back on the
abundance, I think these
parents should take this
child to meet children who
have much less than she
does.

When I was akid, my
dad took me to a soup
kitchen our church ran.
That was an eye-opener.

— Miss Him

Dear Miss Him: You had a
great dad.

Copyright 2024 by Amy
Dickinson

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

NATIONAL BESTSELLERS

HARDCOVER FICTION

1.“Funny Story” by Emily Henry

(Berkley) Last week: 1

EMILY HENRY

w1 MEw Yok« TIMES BESTIGILING AuTHIR oF

HAPPY PLACE

2.“The Women” by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin’s)

Last week:2

Last week: —

Last week:5

Last week: 6

week: 9

3.“Only the Brave” by Danielle Steel (Delacorte)
4.“A Calamity of Souls” by David Baldacci (Grand
Central) Last week: 3

5.“Fourth Wing”by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
6.“lron Flame” by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
7.“Table for Two: Fictions” by Amor Towles

(Viking) Last week: 8

8.“Home Is Where the Bodies Are” by Jeneva Rose
(Blackstone) Last week: —

9.“The Familiar” by Leigh Bardugo (Flatiron) Last

10.“Real Americans”by Rachel Khong (Knopf)

Last week: —

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1.“The Demon of Unrest: A Saga

of Hubris, Heartbreak, and

Heroism at the Dawn of the Civil

2.“The New Menopause: Navigating Your Path
Through Hormonal Change with Purpose, Power,

and Facts” by Mary Claire Haver (Rodale) Last

week: —

War” by Erik Larson (Crown) Last

MUSIC REVIEWS

Sia soars with Khan, Hilton, more

A whole album of Sia singing alone is
great, but Sia paired with the icon Chaka
Khan? Fire. Their new duet “Immor-
tal Queen” is everything yow'd wantin a

combo of Sia and Khan — dueling soaring
voices, preening egos and wild lyrics about
time travel and robot servants.

“In one thousand million years/ ’ma still
be everywhere,” they sing, “Before planet
Earth was here/Iwas riding a light year.”

“Immortal Queen” is just one of the
highlights of the super 15-track “Reason-
able Woman,” Sia’s first solo album since
2016 and following her work on the movie
“Music,” a Christmas album, her writing
for others like David Guetta and Pink, and
the supergroup album “LSD.”

Sia hasn’t lost a step, apparently able to
write three bangers before breakfast. The
new solo album is packed with the Austra-
lian’s trademark mix of tropical pop,
hip-hop, house and a hint of ska, combed
with her distinctive, sky-high voice and
ear for the bombastic.

It also contains her songwriter’s abil-
ity to switch from hurt and broken (“I
Forgive You”) to ecstatic lover (“Towards
the Sun”) to vengeful angel, like on “I
Had a Heart,” with the lyrics “You lost me
to cruelty/ You questioned my beauty/
Counting my calories.”

But on this outing, the forever catchy
Sia is most interesting with others. In
addition to the Khan duet, the best songs

‘REASONABLE WOMAN’
Sia (Atlantic Records)

ers Andrew VanWyngarden and Ben Gold-
wasser in 2002 is perhaps best known for its
indie sleaze anthems like “Kids” and “Time
to Pretend.” The duo’s carefree lyrics and
electrifying synth instrumentals fueled an
era that was all about fun and freedom.

The duo’s latest work, “Loss of Life,”
isn’t quite a return reminiscent of those
times, but MGMT has gone through a few
phases since then, such as its gothic fourth
album “Little Dark Age.” Its fifth studio
album certainly has a nostalgic feel, but
there’s also something new: a tenderness

are “Dance Alone” with Kylie Minogue,
“Incredible” with Labrinth and “Fame
Won’t Love You” with Paris Hilton, two
women complaining that “fame won’t love
you like a mother, like a father should.”

week: — 3.“Power Moves: Ignite Your Confidence and
Become a Force” by Sarah Jakes Roberts (Thomas

Nelson) Last week: —

and hopefulness that listeners might not
expect from a generally unserious band.
It’s crazy what adding a little bit of
acoustic guitar to synth-pop can do. And
VanWyngarden and Goldwasser experi-

A SAGA OF HUBRIS, HEARTBREAK, AND

HEROISM AT THE DAWN OF THE CIVIL WAR

4.“ADHD is Awesome: A Guide To (Mostly)

THE

DEMON

OF

UNREST

o mlt
3 aes

———

LARSO N

THE #1 MEW YORR TIMES RESTSELLING AUTH

Last week:1

Last week:2

Thriving With ADHD” by Penn and Kim Holderness
(Harper Horizon) Last week: —

5.“Open Wide: A Cookbook for Friends” by Benny
Blanco (Dey Street) Last week: —

6.“For Love of Country: Leave the Democrat Party
Behind” by Tulsi Gabbard (Regnery) Last week: —

7.“The Anxious Generation: How the Great
Rewiring of Childhood Is Causing an Epidemic of
Mental lliness” by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)

8.“The Algebra of Wealth: A Simple Formula for
Financial Security” by Scott Galloway (Portfolio)

9.“An Unfinished Love Story: A Personal History

ofthe 1960s” by Doris Kearns Goodwin (Simon &

Sialeans on a frequent collaborator,
songwriter-producer Jesse Shatkin, who
together made the megahit “Chande-
lier” and the albums “Music” and “This Is
Acting” They flirt with Bollywood in “One
Night” and hip-hop with “Champion”
alongside vocal guests Tierra Whack,
Kaliii and Jimmy Jolliff. Greg Kurstin
co-wrote and produced four tracks, while
Benny Blanco helps produce the burst of
sunshine thatis “Go On.”

It’s not unreasonable to say “Reasonable
Woman” is the sound of a comfortable Sia
rarely shifting out of third gear, but note:
Her third gear is way higher than most
artists ever dream about. — Mark Kennedy,
Associated Press

They say trends make a comeback every
20 years. We saw it recently in the revival

ment with more than just guitar in “Loss
of Life.” “Dancing in Babylon,” includ-
ing the vocal talent of Christine and the
Queens, is the first feature on any MGMT
album, and the first song samples a read-
ing of an anonymous poem titled “I Am
Taliesin. I Sing Perfect Metre.”

The title track is an eerie, electron-
ic-backed soul-searcher. It’s the shining
star and grand finale, solving the mystery
behind the hopeful tone of the album. A
gorgeous instrumental interlude featuring
triumphant trumpets and plucking strings
builds up to the answer in the last four
lines: “When the world is born and life is
ending/ Then you learn to love your loss
oflife/ When that moment comes and life
is over/ Anyone can love” — Kiana Doyle,
Associated Press

Schuster) Last week: 6 of Y2K style that emerged with Gen Zers ‘LOSS
For the week ended May 4, returning to post-pandemic parties wear- OF LIFFE’
compiled from data from 10.“Love, Mom: Inspiring Stories Celebrating ing claw clips, miniskirts and baby tees. MGMT
independent and chain bookstores, Motherhood” by Nicole Saphier (Broadside) Last Now, as we barrel into the mid-2020s, (Mom+Pop)

book wholesalers and independent

distributors nationwide.

— Publishers Weekly

week: 8

it’s time for an aesthetic that proliferated
from 2006 to 2012 to return.

The signs are everywhere: Skinny jeans
are back, record players and disposable
cameras are in, and MGMT has returned.

The American rock band formed by sing-
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What

to watch
SATURDAY

May 11, 2024

All times Central. Start times can vary based
on cable/satellite provider. Confirm times on

your on-screen guide.

NTT IndyCar Series:
Sonsio Grand Prix

NBC, 2:30 p.m. Live

It’s back to the Brickyard for the NTT IndyCar

- ‘Mommy Meanest’

Series as drivers compete on Indianapolis

Motor Speedway’s 2.439-mile, 14-turn road

course.

ABBA: Against the 0dds

The CW, 7 p.m.

This documentary explores the rise and

ring Lisa Rinna and her daughter, 25-year-old

Delilah Hamlin, tells the disturbing story
of a teenage girl (Briana Skye) who starts

getting cyberbullied and eventually discov-
ers that the person who is harassing her is

closer than she had ever imagined: her own

mother.

influence of one of the most popular music

groups of all time.

A Whitewater Romance
Hallmark Channel, 7 p.m. =

Maya Alvaro (Cindy Bushy) is a hardworking
businesswoman with a heart of gold. What

The Svengoolie Classic

she is not is a rugged outdoorsy type. So
when the CEO of her company invites her to

an exclusive whitewater-rafting retreat in the
Rocky Mountains, Maya’s not so sure she’s
the woman for the job. If she can do this and
survive a weekend camping in the woods, the
promotion of her dreams will be hers. At the
retreat, Maya meets Matt (Benjamin Holling-
sworth), an outdoorsy type who is also trying
to snag the same coveted contract she’s af-
ter. As fate would have it, the two are paired
to complete a series of team-building exer-
cises together. As Maya lets her guard down
to brave the wilderness, what begins as a
ferocious competition slowly starts to evolve

into something much more.

Mommy Meanest

Lifetime, 7 p.m. =

Inspired by true events, this new film star-

Horror & Sci-Fi Movie
MeTV, 7 p.m.

Sven introduces 1944’s House of Franken-
stein, one of Universal’s “monster rally”

CATCH A
CLASSIC

Two for One:
Patty Jenkins

TCM, beginning at 7 p.m.

Tonight, TCM primetime host Ben
Mankiewicz is joined by filmmaker Patty
Jenkins, who introduces two films of her
choosing. Jenkins will offer commentary
on each title’s cultural significance and its
influence on other films, behind-the-scenes

stories and her own personal reflections
on them. The director has chosen Terry

TV NEWS

TV

GRIDS?

Gilliam’s 1991 fantasy comedy/drama The

LIFETIME

pictures of that era. The cast features Boris
Karloff as a mad scientist, Lon Chaney Jr. as
Larry Talbot and the Wolf Man, John Carra-
dine as Dracula, and Glenn Strange as Fran-

kenstein's monster.

Saturday Night Live

NBC, 10:30 p.m. Live;

also livestreams on Peacock

A new episode airs tonight ahead of next

week’s season finale. Tonight’s host and mu-
sical guest had not been announced at press
time.

EVERETT COLLECTION

Fisher King (pictured), starring Best
Actor Oscar nominee Robin Williams, Jeff
Bridges and Best Supporting Actress win-
ner Mercedes Ruehl, and writer/director
Charlie Kaufman’s drama Synecdoche,
New York (2008), led by Philip Seymour
Hoffman and Samantha Morton.

MOVIES
YOW’LL LOVE

e

.1
e \ . - '@J_ . =
‘Guardians of the Galaxy’

WALT DISNEY STUDIOS

Coal Miner’s Daughter (1980, Bi-
ography) Sissy Spacek, Tommy Lee
Jones CMT, 5 p.m.

Deadly Misconduct (2021, Crime
drama) Anna Marie Dobbins, Colt
Prattes LMN, 5 p.m.

Romance in Style (2022, Ro-
mance-comedy) Jaicy Elliot, Ben-
jamin Hollingsworth Hallmark,
5 p.m.

Dodgeball: A True Underdog
Story (2004, Comedy) Vince
Vaughn, Christine Taylor E!,
6:30 p.m.

Guardians of the Galaxy (2014,
Science fiction) Chris Pratt, Zoe Sal-
dana FX, 7 p.m.

My Cousin Vinny (1992, Comedy)
Joe Pesci, Marisa Tomei AMC,
7 p.m.

Steel Magnolias (1989, Come-
dy-drama) Sally Field, Dolly Parton
CMT, 8 p.m.

List of a Lifetime (2021, Drama)
Kelly Hu, Sylvia Kwan LMN, 9 p.m.

Girl in the Basement (2021, Crime
drama) Stefanie Scott, Judd Nelson
Lifetime, 9:03 p.m.

Guardians of the Galaxy (2014,
Science fiction) Chris Pratt, Zoe Sal-
dana FX, 9:30 p.m.

From the editors of W
TV Weekly and tvinsider.com

Kelce joins ‘Grotesquerie’ cast

From news services

While his superstar girl-
friend Taylor Swift resumes
her world Eras tour, Travis
Kelce is keeping busy. The
NFL player has joined the
cast of “Grotesquerie” on
FX. The seriesis a horror
drama from Ryan Murphy,
but a spokesperson for the
network says it is not under
the “American Horror
Story” umbrella.

Recently, cast member
Niecy Nash posted a series
of videos to Instagram
featuring her on set with
Kelce.

“Guys, guess who I am
working with on ‘Grotes-
querie’?” Kelce pops into
frame and says ‘Jumpin’
into new territory with
Niecy” A later video where
she wrote “late night
shenanigans” showed the
two in what appeared to be
ared convertible. “Look at
this guy;” she says. “Buckle
up!” Kelce adds.

And a final video
features Murphy embrac-
ing Kelce and saying “You
were wonderful” Off
camera, Nash asks “How
do you feel?” Kelce replies:
“Whoo! I'mjustglad I
didn’t hurt nobody?”

It has been an off-season
of new jobs for the three-
time Super Bowl-winning
tight end for the Kansas
City Chiefs. He also taped
astint as host of “Are You
Smarter than a Celebrity?”
for Amazon Prime Video.

Kelce hosted an episode
of “Saturday Night Live”
last year.

Murphy has a history of
interesting casting choices
for his TV shows. In 2015,
he cast Lady Gaga for arole
on “American Horror Story:
Hotel” She went on to win
a Golden Globe for her
performance. Last year, he
chose Kim Kardashian for
arole on “American Horror
Story: Delicate” opposite
Emma Roberts.

‘Gen V’seeks path forward
after Perdomoloss: “Gen
V” is looking for a way
forward without one of

its young stars, who died
unexpectedly in March.

a

Travis Kelce, seen Feb. 11, appears in videos from the set of
Ryan Murphy’s series “Grotesquerie” FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

Producers behind
Amazon Prime Video’s
college-set superhero
drama updated fans about
Season 2 in a social media
statement posted recently.

“As we continue to
navigate the tragic loss of
Chance Perdomo, everyone
at ‘Gen V’ is determined
to find the best way to pay
respect to his memory,” the
statement read.

The team behind “Gen
V;” aspinoff of Amazon
Prime Video’s irrever-
ent series “The Boys,”
confirmed that it will not
recast Perdomo’s role for
the upcoming season. “Gen
V” starred Perdomo as
Andre Anderson, oneina
handful of aspiring heroes
who seek to uncover the
ugly and corrupt core of
their school, Godolkin
University.

Without Perdomo,
producers said, “Gen V” has
“been taking the time and
space to recraft our Season
2 story lines” as production
picks up.

The statement
concluded: “We will honor
Chance and his legacy this
season.”

Representatives for
Perdomo confirmed in
March that the actor died
in amotorcycle crash. He
was 27.

“His passion for the arts
and insatiable appetite
for life was felt by all who
knew him, and his warmth
will carry on in those who
heloved dearest,” repre-
sentatives said in a March
statement.

‘CobraKai’final season
splitinto 3 parts: Netflix
largely invented the
“binge” drop, often eight or
10 episodes of a TV series
season at a time.

But the streaming service
has found a minor cheat by
breaking up seasons of its
more popular shows into
mini-seasons of sorts.

In the case of the final
season of “Cobra Kai,”
Netflix is splitting the 15
episodes of Season 6 into
three parts.

The first episodes will
drop July 18. Part two
will air Nov. 28. The final
episodes will air in 2025.
It’s unclear how the 15
episodes will be split up,
though logically it will be
five at a time.

Netflix provides this plot
summary: “Picking up with
Cobra Kai eliminated from
the Valley, our senseis and
students must decide if
and how they will compete
in the Sekai Taikai — the
world championships of
karate”

-1:]254°1| THEN YOU NEED TV WEEKLY MAGAZINE!

TV Weekly’s trustworthy coverage can help you find the shows you like including when and where to
find them! Readers love TV Weekly's familiar daily grid format including a robust movie guide, sports
zone, puzzles, reviews and exclusive interviews.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEWSPAPER READERS: Get 10 weeks for only $9.75
SUBSCRIBE TO TV WEEKLY 1-855-524-6304 | tvweekly.com/
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Crossword

4 5 8 7 8 g 0 |11 |1z |13
14 15 16
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35 36 ¥
38 39 40 41
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49 .50 51 |52 |53
56 57 58 59
80 61 g2 863
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By Stella Zawistowski. © 2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved. 5/1 1/24
ACROSS 50 TV procedural Solutions
1 Lights-out tune since 2000
5 Fill-in worker 51 Took a chair EIEIEIL] EILIEIN
9 Good thing to 54 Too SICIECIE] RMIRARAE!
have 57 Rep’s spiel: 2 J|L|V|L 3|d|O|d
14 Singer Fitzgerald wds. HlalLTid]lsl3|1]l¥]s
15 Skating jump 60 Breads with NEE IRE EGIE
1o peomeused  p00KCE ced INATSVI TaOT Y
17 “Oh no!” 63 London’s __ N{O|3|T|L]|L|V|H Ni3|Ll|¥|3|49
18 Indian melody Gallery Nj D) 1]1a SIENAS s|¥|3181n
19 “West Side 64 Wipe clean AMIVIT(YIS R3S N0E V]
Story” heroine 65 Assessment, for 1|1l SERCO[! |H VNS |O[S
20 Kids’ game short d|d|3 L1 X 3|L|S
where 66 Love god HA|v|W|d|3|H|L|O|W
permission is 67 St. Nick violvd syl
asked: 3 wds. 68 Animal lairs
BEIRSL LARINIE
23 Quick look 69 Trifling MTEN QFEn
24 Sault __ Marie
25 12 on a clock DOWN
26 Screws up 1 Sports squads
28 Play’s outline 2 Dole out 22 Colored eye part 45 Loafer
30 Cardinals’ city: 3 Dish 27 Driving vacation: adornments
Abbr. 4 Girl Scout’s 2 wds. 48 Laughed loudly
33 Merry-go-round accessory 28 Type 49 Cook in an oven
36 Wages 5 Dilly-dallies 29 On the ball 51 Long look
38 Some rideshares 6 Looked at 30 Stuffing herb 52 Stage performer
39 _ Plaines, carefully 31 Group of three 53 “Kids __ days!”
Illinois 7 Jumbo 32 Singer Loretta 54 Gorillas, e.g.
41 “Eat!”: 2 wds. 8 1-Down member 33 Havana’sisland 55 Old Italian money
42 Defeated 9 Goal 34 Cain’s brother 56 Musial of
44 Talk aimlessly: 10 Simple fasteners 35 Not fake baseball
2 wds. 11 Certain 37 Easter flower 58 Adore

46 __ or nothing
47 Funeral home
49 Mulligan

12 Buffalo’s lake
13 Furniture wood
21 “Ahem”: 2 wds.

40 Vessel for
making marinara
43 Silent yeses

59 Agenda part
61 Salty body of
water
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Horoscopes

Today’s birthday (May 11): The world is
your oyster this year. Win through steady
community participation and teamwork.
Privately plan around summer changes,
/\ before autumn fun with friends. Slow the
winter tempo around physical obstacles,
before romance and fun energizes next spring. Express and
share your talents and passions.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is a 7. Resolve unexpected
complications with a family matter. Voice your point of view.
Listen with an ear for root causes.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 7. Edit communications carefully
before publishing. It’s better to catch errors in advance than
to issue corrections. Wait for better conditions to launch
creative works.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): 8. Review, revise and organize.
Don’t push a door that’s closed. Manage financial accounts
for growth despite an obstacle. Relax.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 7. A personal venture could seem
stalled. Consider actions before advancing. Discuss different
options with people you love and trust.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 6. Consider and plan. Stay in rather
than going out. Determine what you want to say and the
direction to go. Choose the easier road.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 7. Friends make good coaches.
Listen generously. Share support and comfort. Consider the
world from a higher perspective. Find ways to be of service.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 8. Your professional influence rises
with your disciplined efforts. Love gives you strength. Pa-
tiently navigate obstacles. Provide complete work.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Novw. 21): 8. Classes, seminars and confer-
ences provide valuable connections. Make educational plans
and itineraries for later launch. Words get farther than action.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 8. Handle banking and ac-
counting tasks. Expect traffic, delays or shortages. Change
can be abrupt. Adapt by staying in communication with
partners about finances.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 8. You and your partner are on
the same wavelength. Navigate surprises or shifting cir-
cumstances by coordinating actions and communications.
Strategize. Discuss priorities. Choose together.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 7. Slow around physical barriers.
Wait for better conditions to push on. Learn from the com-
petition. Consider things from another view.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 7. Prioritize fun, creativity and ro-
mance, despite obstacles. Remain open and flexible with shift-
ing plans and circumstances. Handle backstage preparations.

— Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency

The Argyle Sweater By Scott Hilburn

I'M SORRY, M5S. DEGENERES, BUT WE CAN'T
ISSUE A REFUND FOR YOUR NAVIGATION

DEVICE SIMPLY BECAUSE IT ToLD You
To "GO STRAIGHT."

B2 Beott Hilhnen/Diatrinuted by Andraws Meb

Bliss By Harry Bliss

©2024 Harry Bliss. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC All Rights Resorved

1

5M

Bridge
East-West vulnerable, West deals

North

A 86

Y AQ63

4J98

#9082
West East
& A5 & Q94
¥ K109875 V42
4032 ®AG54
$d65 $QJ104

South

& K10732

vJ

4 K107

SdAKT3

Today’s deal is from a major championship some years
ago. South was American expert Fred Hamilton. North’s
raise was limited by his failure to bid three hearts, which
would have shown a raise with at least invitational values.
The actual three-spade bid was a weaker raise.

East won the opening diamond lead with the ace and
shifted to the queen
of clubs. Hamilton

The bidding: “h th d
won with the ace an

West North East  South | 446 jack of hearts,

29 Pass Pass 24 covered with the king,

Pass 34 Pass 44 and won in dummy

All pass with the ace. Hamilton

cashed the queen of
hearts, shedding his
diamond loser from
hand, and led the nine of clubs. This was covered by 10 and
won with the king. South cashed the king of diamonds and
led the three of clubs to dummy’s eight and East’s jack as
West shed a heart. East returned a diamond, ruffed by South.

Hamilton now led the good seven of clubs. There was no
loser to discard from the dummy, and a deep analysis tells
us that West can defeat the contract by playing any card
from his hand except the five of spades. The five of spades
seemed like a harmless play, killing the seven of clubs with
aworthless trump, and that is exactly what West played.
Hamilton over-ruffed in dummy, ruffed a heart in his hand,
and exited with a low spade. West won with his ace, but in
this two-card ending, East’s remaining trumps were trapped
and any card from West allowed the contract to make.
Nicely played!

Opening lead: Two of ¢

— Bob Jones
Tribune Content Agency

Grand Avenue By Mike Thompson
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Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker
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Trivia Bits

SELFLESS LOVE MOTHERS OF ALL
$PECIES SHOWER ON THEIR

An animal is a
kleptoparasite

if it does what?

A) Burrows into
the skin of an-

other animal
B) Eats its own

young
C) Lives under-

ground
D) Steals and eats

prey killed by
other animals

54124

Friday’s answer:
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ACROSS

CLUE ANSWER
1. Fraidy-cat DOCWAR
5. ground LIODS
6. Happen RCCOU
7. Male or fermale DRENEG

DOWN

CLUE ANSWER
1. Burial box KCSTAE
2. mat EWLMOCE
3. Made smaller DERECDU
4. honds RARBEE
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Answer:

% Theful:eca_st
PHEDT : e Bl
FY T Y P EH £od e
h, A b A h.AG - ,';2';';‘;":*
fj Tthe mall.
DESYE £ RIS
A I s
N N I N -
TARIEP | §
N VYV Y E
oA B A 3
@0
=)
NANLID | ; o
Y Y oy O % SHOPFING ONLINE WaS
b A A A A b, A & HOW THEY PLANNED TQ ---
Answer here
VvV Vv v VvV &N F v Yy
090000700000 2000
Friday’s answers
Jumbles: MONEY ~ PRANK  SKETCH  ENGAGE

The piano salesperson who played while talking

to customers was a — KEYNOTE SPEAKER

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
All rights reserved. PlayJumble.com

Crossword 5/11
1 2 3 4 13 |14
34
52 |53
37 _and void 12 Some NFL breaks
Alclf'cglsfiraditionally made 38 Journalist who co- 13 Succeed
with clabbered milk founded the NAACP 14 Director Welles
10 Dismiss 40 _ ca§h 22 Jason who was the
15 New and improved, say 41 Beanies 2000 ALMVP
16 Slim young swimmer 42 Young lady 24 Road WAITIng Sign
17 Decreases 43 Vlohn%st Kavafian 25 NYC rep since 2019
18 Mookie who was the 44 “Igetit!” 27 Rough freatment
2018 AL MVP 45 Bl_ock 28 S_elf—crltlcal evaluation
19 Miner concern 46 City southwest of 29 Singer vyho was one of
20 “Law & Order” actor Warsaw the original judges on
Jeremy 48 Hitchcock motel “American Idol”
21 Catalan artist Joan 51Food ' 30 Post-_doc combo?
22 Cry after seeing a good 54 Even more dlst.ant 31 Starting hour, perhaps
drawing? 56 Hereditary chain 32 Sci-fiFX
23 Airport safety gp. 58 Summer Daze cologne 34 Calculated
26 “Mad _” brand ) 36 Stock sector »
27 Precipitation that can 59 Generously given 39 Org. founded by Billie
hurt 60 Bar . Jean King
29 Knockoffs of the 1980s 61 Without restraint 40 Artificial
and 1990s Down 43%.a gtr)ln without a
cat” observer
B D natsponsored I H-Town ALer 45 Traly's Villa_
33 About as bad as it gets 2 Preakness winner 47 Phllosophe'r known
35 Bleak Man _ for “reductio ad
36 “One L” author 3 Capitol cap absurdum” arguments
4 Tablet program 49 Years in old Rome
Friday’s solution 5Word in a Tom 50 Undertaking
q Swifty about Bruce 51 Focus of much analysis
Springsteen 52 Santa __Valley:

6 Chamillionaire song California setting of
with the lyrics “They “Sideways”
seemerollin’ /They 53 Current subject
hatin” 55 Single situp, say

7 “TheKilling” actress 57 Prescription to fight

By Rich Norris. Edited by Patti
Varol. © 2024 Tribune Content
Agency, LLC.

Mireille
8 Chem class fig.
9 Taped message from
the police?
10 Isr. neighbor
11 Sch. type

stress, briefly

Want more PUZZLES?

Go to chicagotribune
.com/games
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Bears quarterback Caleb Williams throws passes during rookie minicamp Friday at Halas Hall in Lake Forest. STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

BEARS

Settling in new home

Williams already looking comfortable
during first day of rookie minicamp

By Colleen Kane
Chicago Tribune

In the two weeks since the
Bears drafted Caleb Williams with
the No. 1 pick, the rookie quarter-
back has been a celebrity about
town. He went with a group of
team veterans to a Cubs game at
Wrigley Field and sat courtside
with wide receivers Keenan Allen
and Rome Odunze at a Sky game.

He even was photographed
pushing a shopping cart at a local

Target, an image that popped up
all over social media and made
him laugh because of the funny
way he was walking. Williams said
he was procuring “all the small
things that I needed” as he settles
into his new life in the Chicago
area.

Settling in with the Bears at
Halas Hall, of course, has been
Williams’ biggest task, and that
ramped up Friday with the first
practice of atwo-day rookie mini-
camp in Lake Forest.

During the 114-hour session,
Williams threw to rookie wide
receivers, including No. 9 pick
Rome Odunze, and ran the offense
in drills along with undrafted
rookie quarterback Austin Reed.
Rookie punter Tory Taylor and
defensive lineman Austin Booker
were the other draft picks who
practiced, while offensive line-
man Kiran Amegadjie, the third-
round pick out of Yale, will sit
out the offseason program as he
recovers from a quad injury that
ended his 2023 season.

“Right now I feel pretty good,”
Williams said before the session.
“We’re going to have a few mess-

ups probably. I'm working to elim-
inate those as fast as possible. But
you need those things to grow and
progress throughout the years.”

Williams had a head start on his
adjustment to his new home.

The former USC quarterback
and the Bears had the unique
benefit of knowing they were
going to be paired together for
weeks if not months before
the draft. Bears coaches gave
Williams a lot of notes about the
offense during his top-30 visit to
Halas Hall in April.

Since then, Williams has been

Turn to Bears, Page 2

WHITE SOX

Kopech,
bullpen
a source
of relief

By LaMond Pope
Chicago Tribune

Momentum had started slipping
away from the White Sox.

They entered the eighth inning
of Thursday’s game against the
Cleveland Guardians with a three-
run lead after reliever Jordan
Leasure escaped a bases-loaded,
no-out jam without allowing arun.

But the Guardians struck for two
with two outs in the eighth against
John Brebbia when José Ramirez
and Josh Naylor hit back-to-back
homers.

The Sox needed four outs. And
Michael Kopech delivered to
secure the 3-2 victory.

“I think the guys kind of feed off
each other down there,” Kopech
said of the bullpen after the win.
“Seeing somebody going in and
getting out of a tough situation like
Leasure did (Thursday), you want
to keep the momentum going,.

“Likewise with Brebbia
(Wednesday against the Tampa
Bay Rays), came in, got out of a big
situation (in the seventh), punched
out the side (in the eighth). That
momentum builds and it’s kind of
contagious. Things are going well
for us as a group, they are going
well for us individually as well.
Gaining some momentum. It’s a
lot more fun to pitch in situations
where you feel the momentum is
inyour hands.”

Kopech earned the saves
Wednesday in St. Petersburg, Fla.,
and Thursday at Guaranteed Rate
Field — throwing a combined 24
pitches in the two outings.

“I have a job to do when I come
in,” Kopech said. “I don’t really
want to tinker with anything. My
main goal is to get ahead. If I can
get ahead, I feel like I have an
advantage.

“There’s times I put myself in a
tough situation and fortunately, the
past few have been pretty efficient
for me. Hope to keep that going.”

Kopech has four saves and ranks
third among American League

Turn to Sox, Page 2

e =8
White Sox reliever Jordan Leasure is
congratulated by teammatesin the
dugout after getting out of ajam to
end the seventh inning Thursday
at Guaranteed Rate Field. CHRIS
SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CUBS

Swanson
puton IL,
Suzuki set
to return

By Meghan Montemurro
Chicago Tribune

PITTSBURGH — For the
last two weeks, Cubs shortstop
Dansby Swanson tried to endure
right knee pain that he hoped
would improve.

Instead, his bothersome knee
progressively worsened, prompt-
ing the Cubs to put Swanson on
the 10-day injured list, retroac-
tive to Wednesday, with a right
knee sprain. Right fielder Seiya
Suzuki was activated from the IL
as the corresponding move and
will return to the lineup Satur-
day after missing 23 games with
aright oblique strain.

“At this point in the year, grind-
ing through 41% months of this

Cubs shortstop Dansby Swanson prepares for a game against the Astros
on April 25 at Wrigley Field. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

just doesn’t make sense,” manager
Craig Counsell said. “So the hope
is that with a little break here that
he can get this behind him and not
have it be an issue for the rest of
the season.”

Swanson suffered the injury
when he slid into second base on
asuccessful steal April 25 athome

against the Houston Astros. His
knee was to the point of bother-
ing him on any play or movement,
prompting Swanson and the Cubs
to take a long-term view of the
ailment. The hope is Swanson
won’tbe out much longer than the

Turn to Cubs, Page 3

Cubs to face Pirates
phenom Skenes

Saturday’s matchup
holds flashbacks of

Prior’s 2002 debut

Pittsburgh Pirates phenom

Paul Skenes is scheduled to make

his major-league debut Saturday
afternoon at PNC Park, facing a
Cubs lineup that has been scuf-
fling the last two weeks.

Flashbacks to Mark Prior’s
debut with the Cubs in 2002 are
inevitable, and the Pirates hope
Skenes can have the same kind
of instant success — albeit with a
much better ending,

Skenes, the No. 1 pick in the
2023 draft out of LSU, seemingly
has everything a team would
want to be the centerpiece of its

rebuild, including a 102-mph fast-
ball, a splitter-sinker combo pitch

called the “splinker” and a celeb-
rity girlfriend in gymnast/social
media influencer Livvy Dunne,

who is even more renowned than

him.

Paul Sullivan
In the Wake of the News

Baseball thrives on creating
new stars, and Skenes appears
to be ready for his Instagram
moment.

Skenes threw only 27 % innings
over seven starts for Triple-A
Indianapolis but posted an 0.99
ERA with 45 strikeouts and
looked as dominant as he was in
college, at which he helped lead
LSU to the 2023 College World
Series championship. He has
been compared to former college
stars Prior and Washington’s
Stephen Strasburg, who both also
made quick MLB debuts because
their talent was so extraor-

Turn to Sullivan, Page 2
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Bears quarterback Caleb Williams warms up during rookie minicamp Friday

at Halas Hall in Lake Forest. STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Bears
from Page 1

working on some aspects of the
offense, including cadences and
drops, to get ahead before he
arrived at minicamp. Bears coach
Matt Eberflus called Williams’
private quarterbacks coach Will
Hewlett “awesome” as he helped
Williams with the new informa-
tion.

Williams also has been throw-
ing with Odunze since the pair
were drafted in the first round.
Odunze said he knew Williams
was talented from playing against
him in college. But now he’s seeing
the benefit of that on the field.

“It’s really effortless for him,”
Odunze said. “He could do a lot
of things that older quarterbacks
may think is hard effortlessly. He
continues to improve every time
I see him, and he’s very smooth.
He could throw the ball from any
angle, body position, anywhere
on the field, to any spot on the
field. So you always have to be
ready, always have to be prepared
anytime he is in the backfield. It
gives you the confidence that
he’s going to put it on you when
you’re giving him your best on
the route.”

Williams’ primary goal at mini-
camp is to dive into the playbook
and get to a comfort level at which
he can teach other rookies who
might need help. He wants to
continue developing that chemis-
try on the field with Odunze and
other receivers.

And he wants to stay even-
keeled as he learns.

“Because I’m going to make
mistakes, and I don’t really
like mistakes and messing up,”
Williams said. “And I know there’s
a bunch of guys that are going to
be in the same position as me.
Being in that position and being
even-keeled and being in control
— cool, calm, collected — not only
helps me but also all the other guys
on the field.”

Eberflus and Bears coaches are
looking at Williams’ understand-
ing of concepts — they already have
mapped out a plan through train-
ing camp of the concepts that will
be taught — and operation of the
offense.

“Taking the information from
the meeting to the walk-through
to the practice,” Eberflus said.
“Everything from breaking the
huddle to getting the cadence right
to adjusting the call if need be.”

Williams has a host of new
coaches to help his transition:
offensive coordinator Shane
Waldron, passing game coordina-
tor Thomas Brown, quarterbacks
coach Kerry Joseph and offensive
assistants Ryan Griffin and Robbie
Picazo.

Williams believes Waldron’s
10 years of varied NFL coaching
experience should help him.

“Having someone like Shane
that’s been in different positions
with different QBs at different
learning stages and things like that,
it only helps me,” Williams said.

Bears wide receiver Rome Odunze
goes through drills during rookie
minicamp Friday.

“So him being in the position that
he’s in and being in this offense for
so long, it’s going to help me. And
it’s a learning process for me, so
I have to put in the work but also
know that I have someone and a
support team and staff around
me to help me and keep growing
throughout the process.”

Eventually, Williams also will
have to take charge as aleader this
season. But as he grows acclimated
to all of the inner workings at Halas
Hall, he is taking abackseat in that
aspect at first.

“To be a great leader, you've
got to learn how to follow first,”
Williams said. “So right now I'm
following all the vets, I'm follow-
ing all the coaches. I'm listening,
having both ears open and my
mouth shut. Just kind of sitting
back listening.

“And when I get to the point of
when I learn everything, when I
learn the ways of how we do it with
the culture, the playbook, and what
the offensive line, the receivers are
all doing, running backs and tight
ends (are doing), then you can
start taking the lead. Then you can
start taking the helm of all of itand
take the next steps. For right now
though, I’'m listening more than
I'm speaking and talking, and I'm
taking it one step at a time, being in
the moment.”

Williams’ arrival at Halas Hall
has charged this moment — about
four months out from the season
opener — with even more excite-
ment than usual as the Bears
offseason program begins to kick
into high gear.

The Bears have one more
rookie minicamp session and then
will move into organized team
activities later this month, when
Williams will become acquainted
with his new team as a whole.

Eberflus said there’s a swell
of energy in the building, and
Williams is contributing to that
vibe.

“You can really tell he’s comfort-
able in his own skin and he is who
he is,” Eberflus said. “His light
comes out from the inside. You
can certainly feel that energy. He’s
a 1-plus-1-equals-3 guy. He’s an
enhancer. He’s a guy that brings
out the best in people. You can
certainly feel that in him within
five minutes of meeting him.”

U

White Sox starting pitcher Garrett Crochet delivers to the Guardians in the first inning Friday at Guaranteed Rate

Field. The White Sox won 6-3. For coverage, go to chicagotribune.com/sports. CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Sox

from Page 1

relievers with 26 strikeouts.

Sox relievers had a 2.00 ERA
in the last seven games enter-
ing Friday as bullpen roles come
more into focus.

“That takes a little time,”
manager Pedro Grifol said. “Guys
have to get used to pitching lever-
age. We have to get used to them
and see where they are going to
start to fitin. The good thingis we
got Brebbia, we got Jordan, we got
(Steven) Wilson.

“Those guys can pitch lever-
age prior to that ninth inning and
obviously we like Kopech in the
ninth inning. And what’s great
about Kopech is that he knows
how to get an out (in the eighth),
sit down and go back out (for
the ninth) because he’s been a
starter. That’s tough sometimes
for a reliever if they are not used
to that”

Brebbia handled the multi-

ple-inning duties Wednes-
day against the Rays, entering
with one out in the seventh and
runners on first and second. He
got Josh Lowe to hit a fly ball to
right, where Gavin Sheets made
anice running catch. Sheets then
threw to second to double off the
runner, who had raced to third
when the ball was in the air.

Brebbia returned for the eighth
and struck out the side. Kopech
induced a 4-6-3 double play in the
ninth to complete the 4-1 victory.

Leasure made the big pitches
Thursday in a high-leverage situ-
ation. He struck out the first two
batters and induced a groundout
to keep the Sox ahead 3-0.

“It’s probably one of the biggest
moments you can have, to come
out of that with no damage,”
Leasure said. “It was pretty cool.”

Therookiehasa240ERAin16
appearances.

“He’s proven that he belongs
here and that he’s going to have
a long career,” Kopech said of
Leasure. “Everyone is thoroughly

impressed with him. Hope to see
him in big moments like he was
(Thursday) more and more often
because he’s proven he can do it”

Kopech is proving what he can
do in late-game opportunities as
well, converting four of five save
chances.

“He’s been great,” starter Erick
Fedde said. “T know it’s tough, he’s
getting the most important outs
of the game. We always say those
three in the ninth are the hardest.
He’s been doing great and he’s
been doing multiple ups, getting
outs in the eighth.

“It’s exceptional. ’'m happy for
him and I’'m excited for him to get
better and better.”

Kopech — who had prior
relief experience and was moved
from the rotation to the bull-
pen this season — said he has
been “throwing each pitch with
conviction.”

“I’'m happy with the arsenal I
have,” Kopech said. “I’ve kind of
simplified things by going to the
pen, but Ilike how I'm usingit.”

Sullivan

from Page 1

dinary their respective teams felt
the pitchers would be wasting
time in the minors.

Prior was called up for a
bad Cubs team that was 15-28
and 11 games out of first place.
The hype that accompanied
his arrival was unheard of in
Chicago. Tribune baseball
columnist Jerome Holtzman,
then MLB’s historian, said: “I
can’t think of any comparable
situation. (In the past) you didn’t
know (about players) until they
got to the majors.”

Prior made his debut on May
22 at sold-out Wrigley Field
against a weak-hitting Pirates
team, allowing two runs on four
hits over six innings in a 7-4 win.
He struck out 10 and walked 2
while throwing 103 pitches.

“He’s as polished as any young
man I’ve seen,” Cubs catcher
Joe Girardi said afterward. “The
other guy I think about who was
very polished was Derek Jeter. I
think this kid’s going to be fine. I
don’t think it’s too much. I don’t
think the media’s too much. T
don’t think the expectations are
too much.”

Prior made 19 starts in a strong
rookie season, then turned into
one of the game’s best pitchers
in 2003, leading the Cubs to the
National League Champion-
ship Series, in which they lost
in seven games to the Florida
Marlins. He lost a heartbreak-
ing Game 6 when the Cubs were
five outs from heading to their
first World Series in 58 years.
You might remember hearing
aboutit.

A series of injuries derailed
his career in 2004 and ’05, and
by 2006 his career was over after
106 games. Prior remains an
important player in Cubs history,

The Pirates’ Paul Skenes meets
with reporters before Friday’s game
against the Cubs in Pittsburgh.
Skenes will make his Major League
debut Saturday against the Cubs.
GENE J. PUSKAR/AP

but for reasons that can only be
speculated about, he never lived
up to his promise.

Skenes enters the scene with
similar expectations and will
face the Cubs in his first two
starts, just as Prior faced the
Pirates in his first two. It’s a good
time to be matched up against
the Cubs. Only a Yan Gomes
infield hit Thursday prevented
them from being no-hit by San
Diego Padres starter Dylan
Cease and two relievers, and the
Cubs entered the series in Pitts-
burgh hitting .195 over their last
12 games with 109 strikeouts and
a.610 OPS.

If Skenes dominates in his
debut, it could call into question
why the Cubs and White Sox
can’t soon bring two of their studs
up from the minors and let them
learn at the major-league level.

The Cubs recently promoted
Cade Horton, the seventh pick of
the 2022 draft, to Triple-A Towa
and has averaged 11.7 strikeouts
per nine innings with a 248 ERA
over 26 games in the minors. The
Cubs are limiting his innings —
20 Y% over five starts — but he has
shown he’s ready and could be

promoted in the near future.

Drew Thorpe, a second-round
pick of the New York Yankees
in 2022, has a1.10 ERA in four
starts at Double-A Birmingham
after the Sox acquired him from
the Padres in spring training in
the Cease deal. Thorpe also is
being monitored closely with 35
% innings over six starts.

With the Sox already out of
contention, it would be easy for
general manager Chris Getz to
make the call to bring Thorpe to
Chicago and give fans reason for
optimism, as former GM Rick
Hahn periodically did during
the first rebuild with call-ups of
Michael Kopech and other pros-
pects.

Bryan Ramos was brought
up last week from Birminghan
because of Danny Mendick’s
IL stint and already has opened
eyes at third base. But Sox direc-
tor of player development Paul
Janish recently suggested the
big-league team’s record won’t
make the Sox rush anyone.

“(We’re) not letting some of
those ulterior variables influ-
ence us with regards to certain
guys in the development
process,” he said.

Of course, neither Horton nor
Thorpe comes with the same
hype as Prior, Strasburg and
Skenes, all considered “genera-
tional” talents.

When you have a fastball that
averages 99.9 mph, as Skenes
does, he might not have a whole
lot of learning left to do in the
minors.

The Cubs will get a chance
Saturday to see what all the talk
is about and then another Friday
at Wrigley if Skenes stays on
schedule.

So get out the Wayback
Machine and set it to 2002.

Like the 17-year cicadas, these
types of debuts don’t come
around often.
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Cubs outfielder Owen Caissie loses his hat as he chases down a fly ball on Feb. 22 at Sloan Park in Mesa, Ariz. STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CUBS FARM REPORT

Off to a strong start

Insights on 8 prospects gaining experience in the minor-league season

By Meghan Montemurro
Chicago Tribune

The Cubs boast the type of
depth and high-upside prospects
in their minor-league system that
can fuel annual success in the
majors.

They lead all organizations with
six players in MLB.com’s top 100
prospects and are ranked No. 2
overall, while Baseball America
ranks the Cubs as the No. 4 farm
system.

Six weeks into the minor-
league season, the Cubs have
numerous players off to strong
starts — including the following
eight, with insight from direc-
tor of player development Jason
Kanzler.

Triple-A Towa

OF Owen Caissie

Caissie seems to getbetter ashe
gains experience and climbs the
Cubs minor-league system. Play-
ing in Triple A for the first time,
he’s showing why the organiza-
tion is so high on him.

The left-handed hitter Caissie
is batting .277 with a 415 on-base
percentage and .852 OPS. He has
three home runs, eight doubles
and one triple in 35 games (147
plate appearances).

Caissie, 21, has been consis-
tently among the youngest hitters
in the league at each level. That
remains true in Triple A, where he
is 5.6 years younger than the aver-
age and has yet to face a pitcher
younger than him this season.

“Owen is showing that age is
just a number;,” Kanzler told the
Tribune. “You would never know
that he’s one of the youngest on
the field. If you watch the game
and how he acts, that’s proba-
bly the key and the biggest tran-
sition is acting as mature and
professional as you can. Because
the game is very hard and he’s
handling it well, just taking it in
stride.”

If Caissie can remain a viable
outfielder — he has played error-
less defense for Iowa and has two
assists from left field — it would
give him a more flexible path to
the majors.

“He’s alot faster than you might
think,” Kanzler said. “In spring
training, some of the big-league
coaches challenged him to really
work and focus on his outfield
defense. 'm pretty optimistic. He
has the tools to play a good corner
outfield.”

RHP Porter Hodge

Hodge’s first taste of Triple A
has featured mixed results, but
his ability to miss bats should help
him get to the majors.

He needs to find the strike zone
more consistently — as shown by
nine walks in nine innings — but
his 15 strikeouts show why the
organization moved him to the
bullpen last year. Part of Hodge’s
development is learning he
doesn’t need to nibble around the
zone because his stuffis so good.

“He can put a little more behind
his stuff, which is already very
good,” Kanzler said of Hodge, 23,
becomingareliever. “All he needs
to do is get into the zone a little
bit more and all these pitches will

play very well”

Now that he is at Triple A as
a member of the 40-man roster,
Hodge could be an option to help
the Cubs at some point this season
if he can lock in his command. A
player knowing he’s so close to the
big leagues sometimes can be its
own challenge.

“Players are not stupid. They
know how to do the math and they
understand rosters,” Kanzler said.
“I’'m not going to say that it’s not
on his mind, but T also can’t speak
for him. I hope that he just goes
out there and pitches the way
he can pitch, and it’s focusing on
the things that we’ve laid out for
him to develop and opportunities
for him to become an excellent
pitcher.

“Whether or not moves happen,
that’s to be determined, and guys
should never worry about things
like that. When the time comes,
the time comes.”

Double-A Tennessee

C Moises Ballesteros

Ballesteros’ all-around hitting
tools create a tantalizing vision of
his big-league potential.

Ranked the Cubs’ No. 7 prospect
by MLB.com and Baseball Amer-
ica, Ballesteros owns a .911 OPS
through 24 games at Double A. It
accompanies a .321 batting aver-
age, 411 on-base percentage, three
home runs and five doubles. The
20-year-old lefty hitter commands
the strike zone well, too, with 11
walks and 13 strikeouts.

“He’s got advanced maturity at
the plate given his age,” Kanzler
said. “He’s got incredible, natural
bat-to-ball skills. He’s very hitter-
ish and he’s got pop. He can use
the whole field. There’s really very
few holes. It’s hard to pitch to him.
He’s confident and he knows he
can hit, a great combination.”

Kanzler believes Ballesteros
has the potential to stick behind
the plate, which would help his
big-league value. Ballesteros has
made 10 starts at catcher, 11 as the
designated hitter and two at first
base this season for the Smokies.

“Itend to believe defense is one
of the most malleable domains in
the game, and if people put their
mind to it and players put their
mind to it, they can improve dras-
tically” Kanzler said. “He’s got the
focus. He wants to be in the big
leagues. He wants to be the best
he can be. We’re going to stick
with him at catcher and watch
him develop”

RHP Michael Arias

A starter since he debuted in
2021 in the Dominican Summer
League, Arias is in his first season
as areliever.

Although his strikeout rate has
dipped slightly this year, his walks
also have decreased, an area he
needed to improve. In 10 appear-
ances, Arias has a 2.12 ERA with
eight walks and 19 strikeouts in
17 innings. Kanzler got to watch
Arias pitch in person last week
while visiting the Smokies and
was impressed.

The Cubs major-league staff got
ahands-onlook at Arias, 22, while
he was part of big-league camp
this spring. His 40-man roster
status and transition to the bull-

penmeans he could help the Cubs
sooner than later, as the organi-
zation has shown a willingness to
be aggressive in promoting reliev-
ersif their performance dictates a
bigger challenge.

“For any of these guys, when
they get to experience big-league
camp and be around great play-
ers and veteran coaches and get
to have perspective of that entire
experience, that usually helps
them greatly;” Kanzler said. “They
come out of it with a different
sense of purpose and also a differ-
entlevel of focus because they get
to experience just how good other
players are at that level they’re
attempting to get to. I think it was
a positive experience for him”

High-A South Bend

OF Brett Bateman

Midwest League pitchers
are learning not to overlook
Bateman’s skill set. He doesn’t
currently possess much pop in his
5-foot-7,170-pound frame, but he
hasbeen a menace when it comes
to getting on base.

An eighth-round pick out of
Minnesota last year, the 22-year-
old Bateman owns a .360 aver-
age and .491 on-base percentage
through 25 games (113 plate
appearances) with South Bend.

“He knows the strike zone
exceptionally well,” Kanzler
said. “He’s got a very high level
of awareness of the zone. Obvi-
ously he plays great defense, he’s
very fast, he’s very cerebral. He’s
always looking and asking ques-
tions about how to get better, what
things to do.Isee himbecominga
very good player.”

While he hasn’t homered as a
professional and never did in three
seasons with the Golden Gophers,
Bateman’s seven doubles this year
already have more than doubled
lastyear’s output in 28 fewer plate
appearances. Bateman also has 10
stolen bases in 12 attempts and is
walking more than he strikes out.

Kanzler believes more power
and extra-base hits will come
naturally as the left-handed hitter
matures.

“The key for him is being
surrounded by people who are
supporting him and really driving
it home that the success that he’s
having is success and not divert-
ing attention toward home runs or
finding power,” Kanzler said. “I'm
notworried at all about the power.”

LHP Drew Gray

After missing all of 2022 and
part of last year coming back
from Tommy John surgery, Gray
is showing why he’s considered
atop-20 prospect in the system.

Taken in the third round in
2021, Gray is putting up dominant
numbers through five starts in his
first season at High A. He owns
a 1.17 ERA with 23 strikeouts in
15 % innings. Although walks (15)
have been an issue at times, Gray
has worked around trouble while
limiting opponents to seven hits.

In his first full season back on
the mound post-injury, a key for
the 21-year-old Gray is accumu-
lating innings and re-establishing
that he’s a great pitcher. When it
comes to his repertoire, Gray
clearly is armed with swing-and-

miss stuff. Kanzler notably likes
the shape of his slider.

“Anything like that is more
psychological than physical, and
he’s definitely over that hump,”
Kanzler said of Gray’s return
from Tommy John surgery. “He
has separation on the slider and
the curveball, so he has two true
breakingballs.... He'll need to use
(the changeup) eventually a little
bit more. Butit’s an exciting reper-
toire and he’s just getting his feet
back under him”

Low-A Myrtle Beach

OF Alfonsin Rosario

Rosario, the Cubs’ sixth-round
pick last year, is part of a young
Pelicans squad and his bat already
is standing out. Although he has
been in a little bit of a slump the
last week, the 19-year-old Rosario
had a five-game stretch between
April 27 and May 2 in which he
slugged two home runs and two
doubles, was 7-for-21, scored six
runs and stole three bases.

Only 21 games into Rosario’s
professional career, his upside is
apparent if he can put together
consistent stretches.

“Those guys are young; he’s
young,” Kanzler said. “I say the
more they can play, the better.

“It’s always framing any strug-
gle or failure as an opportunity
to double down on great work
and preach development. Some-
times having slow starts or things
like that are actually a blessing
in disguise and guys will realize
that’s the kick in the pants they
needed”

Rosario also has played clean
defense so far, tallying two assists
innine games split between center
and right field.

RHP Juan Bello

Bello, 20, is in his first full
season of professional baseball
in the United States after appear-
ing in four games last year in the
Arizona Complex League.

An international amateur free-
agent signee out of Colombia,
Bello debuted in the Dominican
Summer League in 2022 and has
seen his strikeout rate increase
each year. Through five starts
with the Pelicans, he has 24 strike-
outs (12.2 per nine innings) and 13
walks in 17 % innings.

Kanzler noted Bello’s walk rate
isn’t super high for that level and
his experience. He believes Bello
will be able to maintain his strike-
out rate as he matures while the
walk rate slowly comes down.

Bello recorded a season-high
seven strikeouts in 3 % innings
in his season debut April 6 and
owns a 2.04 ERA while adjusting
to playing in the U.S.

“From what I’ve gathered,
he’s handled it well, and I think
most people vastly underappre-
ciate how tough it is for an inter-
national player to come stateside
for their first affiliated season,”
Kanzler said. “They have to learn
an entirely new culture. They’re
away from their families. A lot
of times they don’t speak the
language, so the challenges on
the field are just a small part of the
total challenges they’re facing, but
they come out the other end much
better and they’ve grown from it

Cubs
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10 days. He is eligible to return May
18, but the Cubs could wait until
after their May 20 off day for added
recovery, setting him up to be back
for their home series versus the
Atlanta Braves beginning May 21.

Swanson was known for his
durability during his seven seasons
in Atlanta. Between 2020-22, he
missed only one game.

“That’s where it kind of got to
the point of, are we being tough
or stupid, and I think we all kind
of agreed it was more stupid than
tough,” Swanson said Friday of
playing through the injury. “We all
collaborated on the decision and
felt like it was best to get me back
to ahealthy spot so thatI can go out
there and perform my best.”

“My pride doesn’t like it, but
here we are”

Nico Hoerner will slide over to
shortstop while Swanson is out.
Nick Madrigal and Miles Mastro-
buoni are the two options at
second base with Madrigal getting
the start there Friday night. Since
the injury occurred, Swanson was
6-for-40 (.150) in his last 12 games
with one extra-base hit and 14
strikeouts, part of a slow start to
the season.

“Especially when it’s one of the
things where you don’t really have
any control over it, like, I take care
of myself and it’s not an injury that
was avoidable, just kind of a freak
thing and it happened,” Swanson
said. “It stinks because you obvi-
ously want to be able to go out there
and perform and help the team win
and be a part of something bigger
than yourself, butI can just do that
from my new coaches role the next
few days.”

Swanson is the 12th Cub to
spend time on the IL only five
weeks into the season. Left-hander
Jordan Wicks (left forearm strain)
is trending in the right direction
after throwing a bullpen Friday.
The next step will be a multiple-in-
nings bullpen before throwing live
batting practice. Wicks will need to
go on a rehab assignment before
coming off the IL, Counsell said.

Right-hander Jameson Tail-
lon, who opened the season hurt
because of low back strain he
suffered in spring training, was
pushed back from what should
have been his start Friday. Taillon
felt atweak in his lower back while
warming up for Tuesday’s bullpen.
It’s not as severe as what he expe-
rienced in spring training, but the
feeling was enough to stop and tell
the team.

Taillon has been playing catch
every day since then and is happy
with where he is at. Saturday
represents the big test, though.
If he has another good catch day
and feels good getting five to 10
pitches off the mound, Taillon
could start Sunday’s series finale
at PNC Park. He described his
confidence level as “pretty high”
that he will be able to go Sunday.
Should he experience a setback,
Ben Brown had been an option to
start. Counsell wanted to try to stay
away from the rookie right-hander
Friday to keep that possibility open
until they see how Taillon feels
Saturday. However, Javier Assad’s
pitch count (89) limited him to 4
% innings, prompting Counsell
to bring in Brown, who hadn’t
pitched since May 2.

Suzuki went on the IL on April
15 with a strained right oblique
suffered a day earlier against the
Mariners in Seattle while running
down the first-base line as he
grounded out. Suzuki’s absence
was abigloss after a strong start to
the season. His 139 OPS+ ranked
second among Cubs starters at the
time of the injury.

Despite all the injuries to key
players, the Cubs survived a tough
schedule to begin the season and
are over .500.

“I definitely think the optimis-
tic point of view is just seeing what
we’ve been able to do not at full
strength for most of the season,”
Swanson said. “And when we’re all
right at full strength back at it, the
fun time’s to come. So that’s defi-
nitely exciting to think about and
hopefully that’ll start happening
sooner than later”

7

The Cubs’Michael Busch reacts
after hitting a double during the
sixth inning Friday against the
Pirates at PNC Park in Pittsburgh.
For coverage, go to chicagotribune.
com/sports. JOE SARGENT/GETTY
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EAST w WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY EAST w B WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Baltimore 24 12 .667 - - 7-3 W-1 12-7 12-5 Philadelphia 26 12 .684 - - 8-2 L-1 15-7 11-5
New York 26 14 .650 - +2Y2 7-3 W-1 13-6 13-8 Atlanta 22 12 .647 2 +5 4-6 W-2 13-4 9-8
Boston 19 19 .500 6 32 4-6 L-3 7-10 12-9 Washington 19 18 514 6% +2 6-4 W-1 7-10 12-8
Tampa Bay 19 20 487 612 4 6-4 L-2 13-11 6-9 New York 18 18 .500 7 - 5-5 W-2 9-10 9-8
Toronto 17 21 447 8 5% 4-6 L-1 8-8 9-13 Miami 10 29 .256 16Y2 9%z 4-6 L-3 5-15 5-14
CENTRAL w L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY CENTRAL w L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Cleveland 24 14 .632 - - 5-5 L-1 12-6 12-8 Milwaukee 22 15 595 - - 5-5 W-1 87 14-8
Minnesota 23 15 .605 1 +2 8-2 W-3 11-8 12-7 Chicago 22 16 579 Ya +3 5-5 L-1 13-6 9-10
Kansas City 23 16 .590 1% - 6-4 W-2 15-8 8-8 Pittsburgh 17 21 447 5)2 2 3-7 L-2 8-10 9-11
Detroit 19 19 .500 5 32 3-7 L-2 8-10 11-9 Cincinnati 16 21 432 6 22 1-9 L-8 9-13 7-8
Chicago 10 28 .263 14 12% 4-6 W-2 6-12 4-16 St. Louis 15 22 .405 7 32 2-8 L-5 6-11 9-11
WEST w L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY WEST w L PCT GB WCGB L10 STR HOME AWAY
Texas 22 17 .564 - - 7-3 W-1 10-9 12-8 Los Angeles 26 13 .667 - - 8-2 W-7 15-8 11-5
Seattle 20 18 526 1% 22 5-5 L-2 11-8 9-10 San Diego 20 20 .500 612 - 6-4 W-1 8-12 12-8
Oakland 18 21 .462 4 5 6-4 L-1 10-13 8-8 Arizona 18 20 474 72 1 6-4 W-4 9-10 9-10
Houston 14 24 .368 72 812 5-5 W-2 7-12 7-12 San Francisco 17 22 436 9 22 3-7 L-1 9-7 8-15
Los Angeles 14 24 .368 72 812 4-6 L-1 4-12 10-12 Colorado 9 28 .243 16 9%z 2-8 W-1 6-12 3-16

BOX SCORES

HOUSTON 5, DETROIT 2 N.Y. YANKEES 2, TAMPA BAY 0
Houston AB R H BI SO AVG New York AB R H BI SO AVG
Altuve 2b 4 1 1 0 1 .325 Volpe ss 5 0 1 0 3 .255
Tucker rf 3 2 1 1 0 .270 | Sotorf 4 0 0 0 1 .35
Alvarez If 4 1 2 1 0 .25 Judge cf 2 1 0 0 0 .233
Penass 4 0 2 1 1 .338 Verdugo If 4 0 0 0 3 .250
Singletonlb 4 1 0 0 0 .227 Stanton dh 4 0 2 0 0 .229
Bregman3b 4 0 1 1 0 .200 Rizzo 1b 4 1 2 2 0 .265
Diaz dh 30 0 1 1 .267 Torres 2b 4 0 0 0 1 .209
Caratinic 3 0 1 0 0 .245 | Trevinoc 4 0 2 0 0 .29
Meyers cf 4 0 0 0 0 .23 Berti 3b 4 0 2 0 1 .300
TOTALS 33 5 8 5 3 TOTALS 35 2 9 2 9
Detroit AB R H BI SO AVG TampaBay AB R H Bl SO AVG
Ibanez 2b 5 1 2 0 1 .349 Diaz 1b 3 0 2 0 1 .237
Vierling 3b 4 0 1 2 1 .28 Arozarenalf 4 0 0 0 2 .143
Canha dh 4 0 0 0 2 .240 Lowe rf 3 0 1 0 1 .38
Greene If 4 0 1 0 1 .254 | Paredes3b 3 0 0 0 1 .293
Torkelsonlb 3 0 1 0 1 .223 H.Ramirezdh 3 0 0 0 1 .28
Perez cf 4 0 1 0 1 .284 a-Shentonph 1 0 1 0 0 .189
Vilade rf 4 0 0 0 1 .222 1-Siri pr 0 0 0 0 0 .170
Baez ss 4 0 0 0 0 .170 DeLuca cf 4 0 0 0 1 .292
Rogers ¢ 2 1 1 0 1 .19 Palacios2b 3 0 1 0 1 .28
TOTALS 34 2 7 2 9 Caballeross 2 0 1 0 0 .258
Houston 000001040 538 1 %}f‘"_’gc zg g 2 g 1‘:’ 091
Detroit 002000000 27 1

E: Pena (5), Vierling (2). LOB: Houston #:::;I;y ggg ;gg gg(l) g g 2

6, Detroit 8. 2B: Bregman (6), Vierling
(4), Torkelson (13), Greene (7).

HR: Tucker (12), off Mize. RBIs: Tucker
(26), Alvarez (20), Pena (16), Bregman
(12), Diaz (16), Vierling 2(15). SB:
Ibanez (1). SF: Diaz. Runners left in
scoring position: Houston 3(Meyers,
Caratini, Singleton); Detroit 5(Torkel-
son, Canha, Baez, Perez, Vilade).
RISP: Houston 2for 11; Detroit 1for 10.
Runners moved up: Caratini, Canha.
GIDP: Meyers, Pena, Vilade. DP: Hous-
ton 1(Altuve, Pena, Singleton); Detroit
2(Vierling, Ibanez, Torkelson; Ibanez,
Torkelson).

HOUSTON IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Valdez, W, 2-1 76 2 2 2 4 364
Abreu, H, 6 110 0 0 3 379
Hader, S, 5-6 100 0 1 2 529
DETROIT IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Mize 65 1 1 2 2 358
Vest, H, 2 100 0 1 0 411
Chafin,L,2-1,B5,0-30 2 3 3 1 0 386
Foley 111 0 0 0 235
Faedo 100 0 0 1 225

First-pitch strikes/Batters Faced:
Hader 2/4; Valdez 12/29; Abreu 2/4.
Chafin 1/3; Faedo 2/3; Mize 12/23; Vest
2/4; Foley 3/5.

Called strikes-Swinging strikes-Foul
balls-In play strikes: Hader-3-4-2-1;
Valdez-14-10-15-23; Abreu-5-1-3-1.
Chafin-1-0-0-2; Faedo-3-2-0-2; Mize-8-
10-17-19; Vest-1-1-2-2; Foley-3-0-3-5.
Ground Balls-Fly Balls: Hader 0-1;
Valdez 14-3. Chafin-1-0-0-2; Faedo-3-
2-0-2; Mize-8-10-17-19; Vest-1-1-2-2;
Foley-3-0-3-5.

Inherited runners-scored: Foley 2-2.
Umpires: Home, Vic Carapazza; First,
Adam Hamari; Second, Brian Walsh;
Third, Edwin Moscoso. T: 2:25. A: 21,215
(41,083).

LATE THURSDAY:

HOUSTON 4, N.Y. YANKEES 3

Houst AB R H BI SO AVG
Altuve 2b 5 0 1 0 2 .327
Tucker rf 4 0 0 0 2 .268
Alvarez dh 5 2 2 1 2 .245
Penass 31 2 1 0 .33
Singletonlb 4 1 1 2 2 .239
Bregman3b 4 0 2 0 1 .198
Diazc 4 0 1 0 0 .273
Loperfidolf 3 0 2 0 0 .316
Dubon cf 4 0 0 0 1 .284
TOTALS 36 411 4 10

New York AB R H BI SO AVG
Volpe ss 5 1 2 2 2 .257
Soto rf 2 0 0 0 0 .333
Judge cf 4 1 1 1 1 .236
Verdugo If 3 0 0 0 0 .258
Stanton dh 4 0 0 0 4 .220
Rizzo 1b 3 0 0 0 1 .259
Torres 2b 3 0 1 0 1 .215
Wells ¢ 30 0 0 0 .19
a-Berti ph 1 0 0 0 0 .269
Cabrera 3b 31 2 0 1 .25
b-Trevinoph 1 0 0 0 0 .277
TOTALS 32 3 6 3 10
Houston 300 010 000 411 1
New York 002 000010 36 1

a-grounded out for Wells in the Sth.
b-flied out for Cabrera in the 9th.

E: Dubon (2), Wells (3).

LOB: Houston 8, New York 7.

2B: Diaz (7), Alvarez (5).

HR: Alvarez (8), off Stroman; Singleton
(4), off Stroman; Volpe (5), off Blanco;
Judge (9), off Pressly.

RBIs: Alvarez (19), Singleton 2(10),
Pena (15), Volpe 2(18), Judge (25). SB:
Loperfido (1), Tucker (6).

Runners left in scoring position: Hous-
ton 5(Diaz, Alvarez 4); New York 2
(Volpe, Wells). RISP: Houston 3for 12;
New York Ofor 7. Runners moved up:
Dubon, Berti. GIDP: Diaz, Verdugo,
Judge. DP: Houston 2(Altuve, Pena,
Singleton; Bregman, Altuve, Singleton);
New York 2(Cabrera, Rizzo, Cabrera;
Volpe, Torres, Rizzo).

HOUSTON IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Blanco,W,4-0 5% 4 2 2 4 5 223
Abreu, H, 5 " 0 0 0 0 3 4.00
Pressly, H, 5 231 1 1 1 1 565
Hader, S, 4-5 "1 0 0 0 1 562
NEW YORK IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Stroman,L,2-2 5% 9 4 4 2 5 3.80
Weaver 0 0 0 0 2 270
Santana 110 0 0 1 324
Marinaccio 110 0 1 2 142

Inherited runners-scored: Abreu 1-0,
Hader 1-0, Weaver 1-0. Umpires: Home,
Derek Thomas; First, Chris Conroy;
Second, Brennan Miller; Third, Brian
O’Nora. T: 2:55. A: 38,095(47,309).

AMERICAN LEAGUE LEADERS
through Thursday’s games

BATTINGAVERAGEG AB H R AVG
Kwan Cle 32 133 47 28 .353
Soto NYY 39 147 49 26 .333
Pefia Hou 37 141 47 22 333
Altuve Hou 37 153 50 25 .327
Witt KC 39 151 48 36 .318
Perez KC 37 134 44 15 .328
RutschmanBal 35 148 47 20 .318
Jeffers Min 33 111 34 20 .306
Rosario TB 33 123 37 11 .301
Paredes TB 35 130 39 18 .300

Home Runs: K.Tucker, Houston, 11;
Henderson, Baltimore, 11; Trout, Los
Angeles, 10; J.Naylor, Cleveland, 10; 7
tied at 9.

RBIs: Soto, New York, 33; Perez, Kansas
City, 31; J.Ramirez, Cleveland, 31;
A.Garcia, Texas, 30; Jeffers, Minnesota,
29; J.Naylor, Cleveland, 29; Semien,
Texas, 28; Heim, Texas, 26; 3 tied at 25.
Pitching: Lugo, Kansas City, 5-1;
R.Blanco, Houston, 4-0; Skubal, Detroit,
4-0; Paddack, Minnesota, 4-1; Rodri-
guez, Baltimore, 4-1; L6pez, Minnesota,
4-2; Berrios, Toronto, 4-3; 6 tied at 3-0.

a-singled for H.Ramirez in the 9th.
1-ran for Shenton in the 9th. E: Lowe
(1). LOB: New York 8, Tampa Bay 6. HR:
Rizzo (7), off Armstrong. RBIs: Rizzo 2
(22). SB: Caballero (15), Palacios (6),
Berti (2). CS: Caballero (6), Paredes (1),
Berti (0). Runners left in scoring posi-
tion: New York 3(Soto, Rizzo, Torres);
Tampa Bay 3(Jackson, DeLuca 2). RISP:
New York 2for 6; Tampa Bay 1for 5.
GIDP: Paredes. DP: New York 1(Berti,
Torres, Rizzo).

NEW YORK IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Schmidt,W,4-1 625 5 0 0 2 6 295
Burdi, H, 3 Y0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Weaver, H, 4 100 0 0 2 259
Holmes,S,12-13 1 1 0 0 2 3 0.00
TAMPABAY IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Bradley, L, 0-1 6 4 1 1 2 7 150
Kell %2 0 0 0 1 368
Cleavinger 0 0 0 0 1 198
Adam 100 0 0 0 159
Armstrong 131 1 0 0 338

First-pitch strikes/Batters Faced:
Holmes 3/6; Burdi 1/0; Weaver 2/3;
Schmidt 17/24. Adam 1/3; Armstrong
5/5; Cleavinger 1/1; Bradley 18/24;
Kelly 3/4.

Called strikes-Swinging strikes-Foul
balls-In play strikes: Holmes-6-5-

6-1; Burdi-1-0-1-0; Weaver-2-5-2-1;
Schmidt-16-14-11-16. Adam-4-1-0-3;
Armstrong-4-0-3-5; Cleavinger-2-1-1-0;
Bradley-17-11-16-15; Kelly-4-1-2-3.
Inherited runners-scored: Burdi 1-0,
Cleavinger 2-0. Umpires: Home, Junior
Valentine; First, Ramon De Jesus;
Second, Adrian Johnson; Third, Quinn
Wolcott. T: 2:39. A: 18,041(25,025).

LATE THURSDAY:

MILWAUKEE 7, ST. LOUIS 1

St. Louis AB R H BI SO AVG
Donovandh 4 0 0 0 2 .217
Nootbaarlf 5 1 1 1 0 .184
Arenado3b 4 0 1 0 2 .286
Burlesonlb 4 0 1 0 1 .261
Gorman 2b 2 0 0 0 1 .72
Carlson rf 3 0 0 0 2 .000
Winnss 4 0 1 0 1 .265
Pages ¢ 3 0 0 0 2 .000
Siani cf 4 0 2 0 1 .226
TOTALS 33 1 6 1 12
Milwaukee AB R H BI SO AVG
Turang 2b 4 1 1 0 0 .314
Contrerasc 4 2 3 1 0 .340
Yelich If 4 1 3 1 0 .333
Adames ss 30 0 0 2 .25
Hoskins 1b 4 1 1 2 2 .22
Frelick cf 30 0 0 0 .244
Sanchezdh 4 0 0 0 3 .217
Bauers rf 4 1 1 1 2 .205
Ortiz 3b 4 1 1 1 0 .267
TOTALS 34 710 6 9

St. Louis 001000000 16 0
Milwaukee 310 110 10x 710 1

E: Turang (1). LOB: St. Louis 10, Milwau-
kee 5. 2B: Arenado (9). 3B: Yelich (1).
HR: Nootbaar (3), off Myers; Hoskins
(8), off Gray; Bauers (3), off Gray;

Ortiz (3), off Gray. RBIs: Nootbaar (9),
Hoskins 2 (21), Bauers (14), Ortiz (10),
Yelich (12), Contreras (30).

SB: Adames (7), Turang (15).

Runners left in scoring position: St.
Louis 4(Winn 2, Burleson 2); Milwau-
kee 3(Frelick 3). RISP: St. Louis Ofor 8;
Milwaukee 2for 10. Runners moved up:
Carlson, Adames. GIDP: Carlson.

DP: Milwaukee 1(Adames, Hoskins).

ST. LOUIS IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Gray, L, 4-2 57 6 6 1 6 229
Robertson 121 1 0 2 13
King 110 0 0 1 318
Roycroft 10 0 0 0 0 450
MILWAUKEE IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Myers 4 3 1 1 4 6 529
Koenig, W, 4-1 210 0 0 2 270
Milner 100 0 0 1 208
Vieira 22 0 0 0 3 512
Pitches-Strikes: Gray 88-56; Robertson

19-15; King 10-9; Roycroft 5-5; Myers
84-50; Koenig 30-23; Milner 17-11; Vieira
29-20.

Ground Balls-Fly Balls: Gray 4-5; Robert-
son 2-0; King 3-0; Roycroft 1-1; Myers 5-2;
Koenig 1-1; Milner 2-0; Vieira 1-0.
Inherited runners-scored: King 1-0,
Koenig 3-0. HBP: Gray (Frelick), Vieira
(Carlson). WP: Gray.

Umpires: Home, Sean Barber; First,
Edwin Jimenez; Second, Jim Wolf;
Third, Alan Porter.

Time: 2:27. A: 25,031(41,700).
NATIONAL LEAGUE LEADERS
through Thursday’s games

BATTINGAVERAGEG AB H R AVG
Ohtani LAD 38 152 54 32 .355
Betts LAD 39 153 53 32 .346
Bohm Phi 37 133 46 19 .346
Turner Phi 33 137 47 27 343
W.Smith LAD 32 124 41 22 331
Willi.Contreras Mil37147 50 32 .340
Profar SD 40 134 44 22 328
L.Garcia Was 31 106 34 8 .321
Turang Mil 35 121 38 18 .314
Ozuna Atl 34 127 40 23 315

Home Runs: Ozuna, Atlanta, 12; Ohtani,
Los Angeles, 11; T.Hernandez, Los
Angeles, 10; Muncy, Los Angeles, 9;
Harper, Philadelphia, 9; Alonso, New
York, 9; Schwarber, Philadelphia, 9; 3
tied at 8.

RBIs: Ozuna, Atlanta, 38; Bohm, Phila-
delphia, 32; T.Hernandez, Los Angeles,
29; Willi.Contreras, Milwaukee, 29;
Harper, Philadelphia, 28.

Pitching: R.Sudrez, Philadelphia, 6-0;
Glasnow, Los Angeles, 6-1; Imanaga,
Chicago, 5-0; Garrett, New York, 5-0;
Sale, Atlanta, 5-1; Cease, San Diego,
5-2; Minter, Atlanta, 5-2; TWilliams,
Washington, 4-0; Paxton, Los Angeles,
4-0; Peguero, Milwaukee, 4-0.

YEARLY LEAGUE TIME STATISTICS
through Thursday; baseball-reference
YR T™ G TM T/91 EX

2024 30 565 2:38 2:36 52
2023 30 2430 2:42 2:39 201
2022 30 2430 3:06 3:03 216
2021 30 2429 3:11 3:10 216
2020 30 898 3:06 3:07 68
2019 30 2429 3:10 3:05 208
2018 30 2431 3:04 3:00 216
2017 30 2430 3:08 3:05 182
2016 30 2428 3:04 3:00 185
2015 30 2429 3:00 2:56 212
2014 30 2430 3:07 3:02 232
2013 30 2431 3:04 2:58 243
2012 30 2430 3:00 2:55 192
2011 30 2429 2:56 2:51 237
2010 30 2430 2:54 2:50 220
2009 30 2430 2:55 2:51 195
2008 30 2428 2:55 2:50 208
2007 30 2431 2:55 2:51 220
2006 30 2429 2:51 2:48 185
2005 30 2431 2:49 2:46 182
2004 30 2428 2:51 2:47 218
2003 30 2430 2:49 2:46 197
2002 30 2426 2:56 2:52 201 9.24
2001 30 2429 2:58 2:54 196 9.55
2000 30 2429 3:01 2:57 20210.28
1999 30 2428 2:57 2:53 19110.17
1998 30 2432 2:52 2:47 207 9.58
1997 28 2266 2:56 2:52 196 9.53
1996 28 2267 2:55 2:51 21810.07
1995 28 2017 2:54 2:50 180 9.69
1994 28 1600 2:57 2:53 143 9.85
1993 28 2269 2:52 2:48 196 9.20
1992 26 2106 2:54 2:49 210 8.23
1991 26 2104 2:54 2:49 220 8.62
1990 26 2105 2:51 2:47 182 8.51
1989 26 2106 2:50 2:45 192 8.26
1988 26 2100 2:49 2:45 197 8.28
1987 26 2105 2:52 2:47 200 9.45
1986 26 2103 2:48 2:44 220 8.82
1985 26 2103 2:44 2:39 205 8.66
1984 26 2105 2:39 2:35 203 8.51
1983 26 2109 2:40 2:36 190 8.62
1982 26 2107 2:40 2:35 212 8.60
1981 26 1394 2:38 2:33 142 8.00
1980 26 2105 2:38 2:33 211 8.58
1979 26 2099 2:35 2:31 183 8.92
1978 26 2102 2:30 2:26 192 8.21
1977 26 2103 2:32 2:28 212 8.94
1976 24 1939 2:29 2:224 202 7.9
1975 24 1934 2:29 2:25 189 8.43
1974 24 1945 2:29 2:25 191 8.25
1973 24 1943 2:30 2:26 192 8.43
1972 24 1859 2:27 2:23 186 7.37
1971 24 1938 2:29 2:25 176 7.78
1970 24 1944 2:34 2:30 190 8.68
1969 24 1946 2:32 2:28 190 8.14
1968 20 1625 2:33 2:29 161 6.84
1967 20 1620 2:37 2:32 170 7.54
1966 20 1615 2:36 2:31 169 7.99
1965 20 1623 2:36 2:31 180 7.98
1964 20 1626 2:34 2:30 147 8.07
1963 20 1619 2:30 2:25 162 7.89
1962 20 1621 2:38 2:34 139 8.92
1961 18 1430 2:37 2:34 123 9.05
1960 16 1236 2:38 2:33 140 8.63
1959 16 1238 2:34 2:31 115 8.77
1958 16 1235 2:31 2:28 110 8.57
1957 16 1235 2:33 2:28 162 8.61
1956 16 1239 2:32 2:28 122 8.90
1955 16 1234 2:31 2:28 112 8.97
1954 16 1237 2:30 2:26 125 8.75
1953 16 1240 2:26 2:23 100 9.21
1952 16 1239 2:25 2:21 125 835

R/G

8.72
9.23
8.57
9.06
9.29
9.66
8.90
9.29
8.96
8.50
8.13
8.33
8.65
8.57
8.77
9.23
9.30
9.59
9.72
9.18
9.63
9.46

LATE THURSDAY:
CHI. WHITE SOX 3, CLEVELAND 2

Cleveland AB R H BI SO AVG

215
.248
.238
277
311
.250
.189
.190
.192
.167

Rocchio ss 4
Gimenez2b 4
Ramirez 3b 4
J.Naylor 1b 4
Fry If 4
Brennan rf 4
B.Naylor ¢ 4
Freemancf 2
a-Florial ph 1
Manzardo dh 4
TOTALS 35

Noooocoorr~oO
Noooocoorr~oO
NORRHRONRORO

AB

[%]
(=]

AVG

313
.257
.000
.194
221
.189
.389
.240
.206
.095

Chicago

Pham cf-rf
Sheets rf
1-Ortega pr-cf
Vaughn 1b
Jimenez dh
Benintendi If
Ramos 3b
Delong ss
Lopez 2b
Maldonadoc 2
TOTALS 30

Cleveland 000 000 020 2 9
Chicago 120 000 00x 3 8

a-struck out for Freeman in the 9th.
1-ran for Sheets in the 7th.

LOB: Cleveland 7, Chicago 7.

2B: Pham (3), Vaughn (8), Ramos (2),
Jimenez (2). HR: Ramirez (8), off Breb-
bia; J.Naylor (10), off Brebbia. RBIs:
Ramirez (31), J.Naylor (29), Vaughn (8),
DeJong (11), Pham (7). SB: DeJong (1).
Runners left in scoring position: Cleve-
land 4(Manzardo 3, Gimenez); Chicago
3(Benintendi, Ramos, Vaughn).

RISP: Cleveland 1for 8; Chicago 3for 9.
Runners moved up: Freeman.

LIDP: Benintendi. GIDP: Freeman,
Jimenez. DP: Cleveland 2(Fry, Ramirez,
Fry; Rocchio, Gimenez, J.Naylor);
Chicago 1(Lopez, DeJong, Vaughn).
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CLEVELAND IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Lively, L, 1-2 5/ 8 3 3 3 2 263
Smith "™ 0 0 0 1 1 250
Herrin 100 0 0 2 100
CHICAGO IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Fedde, W, 3-0 6 6 0 0 0 3 3.00
Leasure, H, 5 100 0 0 2 240
Brebbia, H, 4 %2 2 2 0 1 476
Kopech,S,4-5 15 1 0 0 0 1 3.66

Pitches-Strikes: Lively 98-59; Smith
13-7; Herrin 13-10; Fedde 88-58; Leasure
12-8; Brebbia 21-16; Kopech 14-14.
Ground Balls-Fly Balls: Lively 4-8; Smith
1-0; Herrin 1-0; Fedde 11-2; Leasure 1-0;
Brebbia 0-3; Kopech 1-2.

Batters Faced: Lively 27; Smith 4;
Herrin 3; Fedde 24; Leasure 3; Brebbia
4; Kopech 5.

Inherited runners-scored: Smith 1-0,
Leasure 3-0. HBP: Fedde (Freeman).
Umpires: Home, Angel Hernandez;
First, Doug Eddings; Second, Scott
Barry; Third, Nic Lentz.

Time: 2:22. A: 10,495(40,241).

THIS DATE IN BASEBALL

MAY 11

1904: Cy Young’s 23-inning no-hit string
ended. The streak included two innings
on April 25, six on April 30, a perfect
game against the Philadelphia A’s on
May 5, and six innings today.

1919: Walter Johnson of the Wash-
ington Senators pitched 12 scoreless
innings in a duel with Jack Quinn of the
New York Yankees at the Polo Grounds.
The Big Train allowed only two hits and
retired 28 batters in a row. Future foot-
ball star George Halas, batting leadoff
for the Yankees, went 0-for-5, striking

LATE THURSDAY:

COLORADO 9, SAN FRANCISCO 1
San FranciscoAB R H Bl SO AVG
Wade 1b 3 0 1 0 0 .341
Estrada 2b 3 0 2 0 0 .248
Conforto If 31 2 1 0.275
Flores 3b 4 0 0 0 1 .204
Yastrzemskirf 3 0 0 0 2 .226
b-Ramosph-rf1 0 0 0 0 .200
Slater cf 4 0 1 0 2 .132
Sabol dh 3 0 0 0 1 .400
Ahmed ss 1 0 0 0 0 .23
a-Fitzgeraldss3 0 1 0 1 .268
Reetzc 0 0 0 0 .143
TOTALS 31 1 7 1 17
Colorado AB R H BI SO AVG
Blackmondh 5 1 3 2 0 .241
Tovar ss 5 1 3 1 2 .269
McMahon3b 4 1 1 1 2 .292
Diazc 4 1 2 1 1 .31
Bouchardrf 4 1 1 1 0 .286
Rodgers 2b 4 1 1 0 1 .243
Doyle cf 4 2 2 3 0 .276
Monterolb 4 1 1 0 1 .204
Beck If 4 0 0 0 2 .156
TOTALS 33 9 14 9 9

San Francisco 000 100 000 17 0
Colorado 000 701 01x 914 0

a-struck out for Ahmed in the 4th.
b-flied out for Yastrzemski in the 8th.
LOB: San Francisco 7, Colorado 5.

2B: Diaz (7), Bouchard (5), Tovar (8),
Montero (3), Blackmon (5), Doyle (8).
3B: Tovar (1), Blackmon (3).

HR: Conforto (7), off Quantrill; Doyle
(4), off Winn. RBIs: Conforto (20),
McMahon (20), Diaz (19), Bouchard
(3), Doyle 3(11), Tovar (13), Blackmon 2
(13). CS: Estrada (1).

Runners left in scoring position: San
Francisco 3(Ramos 2, Fitzgerald); Colo-
rado 3(McMahon 2, Diaz).

RISP: San Francisco 0for 5; Colorado 7
for 15. Runners moved up: Flores.
GIDP: Reetz, Conforto.

DP: Colorado 2 (Tovar, Rodgers,
Montero; McMahon, Rodgers, Montero).

SAN FRANCISCOIPH R ER BB SO ERA
Winn, L, 3-5 3% 8 7 7 0 1 563
Rodriguez 25 4 1 1 0 4 386
Jackson 10 0 0 0 1 368
Ta.Rogers 121 1 0 3 395
COLORADO IP H R ER BB SO ERA
QuantrilbWw,2-3 6 5 1 1 3 5 39
Vodnik 2 0 0 1 0 211
Beeks 0 0 0 0 2 260

Pitches-Strikes: Winn 51-39; Rodriguez
46-35; Jackson 13-10; Rogers 19-14;
Quantrill 92-55; Vodnik 26-14; Beeks
14-10.

Ground Balls-Fly Balls: Winn 8-3;
Rodriguez 2-2; Jackson 1-1; Rogers 1-0;
Quantrill 10-1; Vodnik 3-1; Beeks 1-1.
Batters Faced: Winn 19; Rodriguez

11; Jackson 3; Rogers 5; Quantrill 24;
Vodnik 7; Beeks 4.

Inherited runners-scored: Rodriguez
1-1, Beeks 2-0. WP: Winn.

Umpires: Home, Alex MacKay; First,
Cory Blaser; Second, Manny Gonzalez;
Third, Nestor Ceja.

Time: 2:20. A: 23,870(50,144).

LATE THURSDAY:

KANSAS CITY 10, L.A. ANGELS 4
KansasCity AB R H BI SO AVG
Garcia 3b 5 2 3 2 0 .247
Witt ss 4 0 0 0 2 .318
Pasquantinolb4 2 2 3 2 .256
Perezc 5 0 2 1 1 .328
Velazquezdh 5 0 0 0 4 .204
Massey 2b 5 0 0 1 3 .258
Renfroe rf 31 0 0 1 .146
Blanco If 3 4 3 2 0 .30
Hampsoncf 3 1 2 1 0 .268
TOTALS 37 10 12 10 13
LosAngeles AB R H BI SO AVG
Schanuellb 4 0 1 1 0 .237
Moniak cf 3 0 0 0 0 .19
a-Pillarph-cf 2 0 0 0 0 .294
Ward If 4 0 0 0 0 .265
Calhoundh 3 0 0 0 1 .28
b-Parisph-dh 1 0 0 0 0 .000
O’Hoppe c 3 1 1 0 0 .279
Adell rf 2 2 1 0 1 .265
Neto ss 31 1 0 1 .248
Guillorme2b 3 0 1 1 2 .333
Tucker 3b 2 0 0 2 2 .208
TOTALS 30 4 5 4 7
Kansas City 004 022 110 1012 1
Los Angeles 000 000 301 4 5 1

a-grounded out for Moniak in the 7th.
b-flied out for Calhoun in the 8th. E:
Garcia (4), Tucker (2). LOB: Kansas
City 5, Los Angeles 7. 2B: Garcia 2(9),
Pasquantino (11), Blanco (3), Hamp-
son (2). HR: Blanco (1), off Detmers;
Pasquantino (5), off Detmers. RBIs:
Blanco 2(2), Pasquantino 3(25), Perez
(32), Garcia 2(24), Massey (13), Hamp-
son (3), Guillorme (1), Tucker 2(3),
Schanuel (13). SB: Blanco 2(10), Hamp-
son (4). CS: Hampson (1). SF: Pasquan-
tino, Schanuel, Tucker.

Runners left in scoring position: Kansas
City 3(Pasquantino, Witt, Velazquez);
Los Angeles 2(Pillar, Guillorme). RISP:
Kansas City 6for 14; Los Angeles 1for 6.
GIDP: Pillar. DP: Kansas City 1(Massey,
Pasquantino).

KANSASCITY IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Wacha, W, 2-4 6 3 3 2 5 6 515
Lynch 200 0 0 0 0.00
Sauer 121 1 0 1 608
LOS ANGELES IP H R ER BB SO ERA
Detmers,L,3-4 5 7 6 6 2 5 496
Garrett 1 2 2 2 2 540

Suarez 35 4 2 2 0 6 844
Pitches-Strikes: Wacha 103-67; Lynch
17-11; Sauer 23-15; Detmers 90-59;
Garrett 28-14; Suarez 58-39.

Ground Balls-Fly Balls: Wacha 5-7;
Lynch 2-1; Sauer 1-1; Detmers 5-6;
Garrett 0-1; Suarez 2-1.

Batters Faced: Wacha 27; Lynch 5;
Sauer 6; Detmers 23; Garrett 5; Suarez
14,

Inherited runners-scored: Lynch

3-1, Suarez 1-0. HBP: Sauer (Adell).
Umpires: Home, Stu Scheuwater; First,
Mark Ripperger; Second, Jordan Baker;
Third, Dan Merzel. T: 2:44. A: 23,568
(45,517).

out twice.

1919: Hod Eller of the Cincinnati Reds
pitched a no-hitter to beat the St. Louis
Cardinals, 6-0. Eller struck out eight
and walked three.

1923: Setting several Pacific Coast
League records, Pete Schneider of
Vernon hit five homers and a double to
knock in 14 runs in a 35-11 romp over
Salt Lake City.

1955: Ernie Banks’ grand slam--the first
of five on the year--led the Chicago
Cubs to a 10-8 victory that snapped the
Brooklyn Dodgers’ 11-game winning
streak.

TODAY’S PITCHING COMPARISON

INTERLEAGUE 2024 2023VSOPP LAST 3 STARTS
TM  PITCHERS TIME W-L ERA REC W-L IP ERA W-L IP ERA
Ari Nelson (R) 22 523 23 00 00 000 2-0 13.0 346
Bal Means(L)  3:05p 1-0 0.00 1-0 00 00 000 21 202 131
Was  Irvin (R) 23 372 25 00 00 000 1-2 152 4.60
Bos Criswell(R)  3:10p 2-1 174 40 00 00 0.00 20 141 0.63
Tex Heaney (L) 0-4 450 16 10 60 000 02 19.0 2.84
Col Feltner(®)  7:10p 13 554 25 00 00 000 01 172 6.11
AMERICAN LEAGUE 2024 2023VSOPP LAST 3 STARTS
TM  PITCHERS TIME W-L ERA REC W-L IP ERA W-L IP ERA
Min WoodsRichardson(®) 10 174 4-0 00 00 0.00 00 142 184
Tor Gausman(R) 2:07p 23 3.78 3-4 1-0 100 630  2-1 19.0 0.47
NYY Cortes (L) 13 372 35 00 7.0 000 02 191 419
B Littell (R) 3:10p 1-2 3.00 34 0-0 0.0 000 0-2 180 4.00
Hou Javier (R) 20 154 22 10 60 150 2-0 17.1 2.08
Det Skubal(L)  5:10p 4-0 190 52 00 00 0.00 20 19.0 1.42
Cle  McKenzie (R) 22 397 52 10 52 000 00 160 281
ChW_Clevinger (R) 6:10p 0-11350 0-1 00 0.0 000 12 9210.24
KC  Ragans (L) 22 338 44 01 40 675 2-0 172 2.04
LAA Anderson(L) 838p 2-4 274 2-5 10 101 6.10 02 17.1 4.67
Oak  Wood (L) 12 530 44 00 00 000 10 152 L72
Sea_Miller (R) 840p 3-2 261 52 1-0 180 200  0-1 17.0 3.71
NATIONAL LEAGUE 2024 2023VSOPP LAST 3 STARTS
TM  PITCHERS TIME W-L ERA REC W-L IP ERA W-L [P ERA
chC  Steele (L) 0-0 096 02 01 9.0 800 00 142 245
Pit  Skenes(R)  3:05p 0-0 0.00 0-0 00 00 000 0-0 0.0 0.00
Atl  Fried (L) 21 423 52 10 50 000 1-1 22.0 164
NYM_Scott (R) 3:10p 00 135 01 0-0 0.0 0.00 00 62 135
Phi  Walker (R) 20 640 20 10 62 270 2-1 192 595
Mia_ TBD 3:10p 0-0 0.00 00 0-0 0.0 0.00 00 0.0 0.00
cin  Lodolo (L) 31 279 41 00 00 000 1-1 17.0 4.24
SF__ Black(R) 6:15p 0-11038 01 0-0 0.0 0.00 0-1 4.11038
StL  Gibson (R) 22 368 34 00 60 150 1-0 19.0 189
Ml Peralta(R)  6:15p 3-1 349 61 00 60 000 11 150 6.00
LAD  Paxton (L) 40 306 51 00 50 540 2:0 16.1 3.31
SD_ Waldron(R)  7:40p 1-4 58 1-6 0-0 50 180 1-2 150 7.20

TEAM REC: Team’s Record in games started by today’s pitcher.
VS OPP: Pitcher’s record versus this opponent.

RESULTS, SCHEDULE

AMERICAN LEAGUE
FRIDAY’S RESULTS

Houston 5, Detroit 2

N.Y. Yankees 2, Tampa Bay 0
Minnesota 3, Toronto 2
Washington 5, Boston 1
Arizona at Baltimore, late
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox, late
Texas at Colorado, late

Kansas City at L.A. Angels, late
Oakland at Seattle, late

SUNDAY’S GAMES

Arizona at Baltimore, 12:35p.m.
Washington at Boston, 12:35p.m.
Minnesota at Toronto, 12:37p.m.
Houston at Detroit, 12:40p.m.

N.Y. Yankees at Tampa Bay, 12:40p.m.
Cleveland at Chi. White Sox, 1:10p.m.
Texas at Colorado, 2:10p.m.

Kansas City at L.A. Angels, 3:07p.m.
Oakland at Seattle, 3:10p.m.

THURSDAY’S RESULTS
Minnesota 11, Seattle 1

Houston 4, N.Y. Yankees 3
Chicago White Sox 3, Cleveland 2
Kansas City 10, L.A. Angels 4

NATIONAL LEAGUE

FRIDAY’S RESULTS

Washington 5, Boston 1

Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh, late
Arizona at Baltimore, late
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets, late
Philadelphia at Miami, late

St. Louis at Milwaukee, late
Texas at Colorado, late

L.A. Dodgers at San Diego, late
Cincinnati at San Francisco, late

SUNDAY’S GAMES

Arizona at Baltimore, 12:35p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh, 12:35p.m.
Washington at Boston, 12:35p.m.
Philadelphia at Miami, 12:40p.m.

St. Louis at Milwaukee, 1:10p.m.
Texas at Colorado, 2:10p.m.
Cincinnati at San Francisco, 3:05p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego, 3:10p.m.
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets, 6:10p.m.

THURSDAY’S RESULTS
Arizona 5, Cincinnati 4
Colorado 9, San Francisco 1
Milwaukee 7, St. Louis 1

AROUND THE HORN

B MLB: Sean Burroughs,
a two-time Little League
World Series champion
who won an Olympic gold
medal and went on to a
major league career that was
interrupted by substance
abuse, has died. He was 43.
The Los Angeles County
Medical Examiner’s online
records said Burroughs died
Thursday, with the cause of
death deferred. USA Today
reported Burroughs died
at Stearns Champions Park
in Long Beach, California,
where he grew up.

B Phillies: RJ Boyle’s
stream of Sunday’s Phillies
game lagged about a minute
or so behind the live broad-
caston ESPN. The delayisn’t
usually much of an issue —
until the 26-year-old “big
time” Phillies fan got a quick
call from a family member.
Boyle’s cousin asked, “Is that
you on TV “Well it can’t be
me, I'm sitting in my living
room,” Boyle recalled. “He
goes, well, is your Twitter
profile @RJBoyle282*” Uh,
yeah. Why? ESPN Sunday
Night Baseball commen-
tator Karl Ravech had
plucked Boyle’s question
off social media thanks to
the #AskSNB hashtag and
asked it to mic’d up Phillies
left fielder Brandon Marsh.
“If you had to start a rock
band, who would you take
from the team and what’s
the band name?” Boyle
wrote. Marsh rattled off
catcher Garrett Stubbs,
slugger Kyle Schwarber and
outfielder Cristian Pache as
his fellow band members,
then as he hustled off the
field after making a catch,
blurted out the first ridicu-
lous name that popped in his
head. “Stay Loose and Sexy,
baby,” Marsh said. Like that,
a Phillies’ catchphrase was
born. This is how organic
slogans and social media
recognition erupt — as well

as the kitschy merchandise
such as bobbleheads and
T-shirts that have sprouted
all over Philadelphia.

B Giants: The Giants
acquired minor league
outfielder Rodolfo Nolasco
from the Pirates on Friday
in a trade that sent right-
hander Daulton Jefferies to
the Pirates. Giants also dealt
right-hander Mitch White
to the Brewers for cash.

B Twins: The Twins and
their lucky sausage have
gone international. The
bagged summer sausage
that the red-hot Twins have
been carrying for good luck
made itacross the Canadian
border for Friday’s
series-opening game against
the Blue Jays. The Twins
posted a photo on social
media depicting the sausage
on the observation deck of
Toronto’s CN Tower. Hitting
coach David Popkins cooked
up the sausage superstition
last month, grabbing an
unopened summer sausage
from atable in the clubhouse
and encouraging his players
to tap it before at-bats.

B Marlins: A few disgrun-
tled Marlins fans gathered
outside loanDepot Park on
Friday to protest the recent
trade of Luis Arraez and
the way the franchise is
being run. One fan held a
sign demanding that owner
Bruce Sherman sell the
team. The Marlins made
the playoffs last season but
began this year 0-9 and
entered Friday with the
second-worst record in the
National League. And last
week they traded Arraez,
who won his second batting
title last season — his first
with the Marlins.

B Mariners: Mariners’
Matt Brash, one of the top
relievers last season, under-
went Tommy John surgery
earlier this week and will
miss the entire 2024 season.
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SCOREBOARD

NBA PLAYOFFS

CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
EASTERN CONFERENCE

#1 Boston 1, #4 Cleveland 1

G1: May 7 at Boston 120-95.

G2: May 9 Cleveland 118-94.

G3: Saturday at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m.
G4: Monday at Cleveland, 6 p.m.
G5: Wednesday at Boston, 6 p.m.
x-G6: Fri., May 17 at Cleveland, TBA
x-G7: Sun., May 19 at Boston, TBA

#2 New York 2, #6 Indiana 1

G1: May 6 at New York 121-117.

G2: May 8 at New York 130-121.

G3: Friday at Indiana 111-106.

G4: Sunday at Indiana, 2:30 p.m.

G5: Tuesday at New York, 7 p.m.
x-G6: Fri., May 17 at Indiana, TBA
x-G7: Sun., May 19 at New York, TBA

WESTERN CONFERENCE

#1 Oklahoma City 1, #5 Dallas 1

G1: May 7 at Oklahoma City 117-95.
G2: May 9 Dallas 119-110.

G3: Saturday at Dallas, 2:30 p.m.

G4: Monday at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

G5: Wednesday at Okla. City, 8:30 p.m.
x-G6: Sat., May 18 at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
x-G7: Mon., May 20 at Okla. City, 7:30 p.m.

#3 Minnesota 2, #2 Denver 0

G1: May 4 Minnesota 106-99

G2: May 6 Minnesota 106-80.

G3: Friday at Minnesota, late

G4: Sunday at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
x-G5: Tuesday at Denver, TBA

x-G6: Thursday at Minnesota, 7:30 p.m.
Xx-G7: Sun., May 19 at Denver, TBA

NBA DRAFT LOTTERY

The Draft Lottery presented by State
Farm will take place in Chicago on
Sunday, May 12 (3 p.m. on ABC).

Draft: Jun 26-27 at Barclays Center,
Brooklyn, N.Y.

LOTTERY ODDS TO WIN

TEAM 1 2 3 4 5 6AVG

Detroit 140 134 127 120 479 - 37
Washi. 140 134 127 120 278 200 39
Charlotte 133 129 124 117 153 27.1 41
Portland 132 128 123 117 68 246 44
SanAnt. 105 105 106 105 22 196 50
Toronto 90 92 94 96 86 55

Memphis 75 78 81 85 62
Utah 60 63 67 72 70
Brooklyn 45 48 52 57 80
Atlanta 30 33 36 40 92
Chicago 20 22 24 28 103
Houston 15 17 19 21 114
Saca. 08 09 10 11 126
GoldenSt. 0.7 08 09 1.0 136
NBA PLAYOFF LEADERS

Through Thursday

ASSISTS PER GAME G AST AVG
Jokic, DEN 7 66 9.4
Doncic, DAL 8 73 9.1
Haliburton, IND 8 73 9.1
James, LAL 5 44 88
Brunson, NY 8 65 81
Harden, LAC 6 48 8.0
Conley, MIN 6 41 6.8
Maxey, PHI 6 41 6.8
Gilgeous-Alexander,OKC 6 37 6.2
Booker, PHO 4 24 6.0
Murray, DEN 7 42 6.0
Edwards, MIN 6 35 58
Embiid, PHI 6 34 57
Beverley, MIL 6 33 5.5
Herro, MIA 5 27 54
Tatum, BOS 7 38 54
Hart, NY 8 42 53
Irving, DAL 8 42 53
McConnell, IND 8 42 53
Garland, CLE 9 47 5.2
Mitchell, CLE 9 44 49
George, LAC 6 29 438
McCollum, NO 4 19 48
Williams, OKC 6 29 48
Middleton, MIL 6 28 47
Beal, PHO 4 18 45
Nembhard, IND 8 36 45
Gordon, DEN 7 31 44
Wagner, ORL 7 31 44
Russell, LAL 5 21 42
STEALS PER GAME G STL AVG
James, LAL 5 12 24
Irving, DAL 8 15 1.88
Caldwell-Pope, DEN 7 13 1.86
Edwards, MIN 6 11 1.83
Oubre, PHI 6 11 1.83
Booker, PHO 4 7175
McCollum, NO 4 7175
Nurkic, PHO 4 6 15
Washington, DAL 8 12 15
Porter, DEN 7 10 1.43
Reaves, LAL 5 7 14
Doncic, DAL 8 11 1.38
PRESEASON

FRIDAY’S RESULT

Los Angeles at Phoenix, late

THURSDAY’S RESULT
New York 82, Connecticut 79
Indiana 83, Atlanta 80

REGULAR SEASON
TUESDAY’S GAMES

New York at Washington, 6p.m.
Indiana at Connecticut, 6:30p.m.
Phoenix at Las Vegas, 9p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 9p.m.

WEDNESDAY’S GAMES
Chicago at Dallas, 7p.m.
Atlanta at Los Angeles, 9p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 16
New York at Indiana, 6p.m.

UFLFOOTBALL

USFL W L T PCT PF PA
Birmingham 6 0 0 1.000 171 89
Michigan 4 2 0 .667 137 120
Memphis 1 5 0 .167 107 171
Houston 1 5 0 .167 84138
XFL W L T PCT PF PA
St. Louis 5 1 0 .833173103
SanAntonio 4 2 0 .667 127 104
DC 3 3 0 .500 112 150
Arlington 0 6 0 .000 117 153
WEEK 7

SATURDAY’S GAMES

Memphis at Arlington, noon
St. Louis at Birmingham, 3p.m.

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Michigan at D.C., 10p.m.
San Antonio at Houston, 1p.m.

WEEK 8

SATURDAY, MAY 18

Memphis at Michigan, 3p.m.
Houston at Birmingham, 6 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 19
D.C. at St. Louis, 10p.m.
Arlington at San Antonio, 3:00 p.m.

SEASON TEAM STATIS

through 6games

OFFENSE PPG RUSH PASS YPG
Birmingham 28.5 147.7 238. 385.8
Arlington 19.5 77.2 216.7 293.8
San Antonio  21.2 107.3 186.3 293.7
St. Louis 28.8 84.7 204.5 289.2
Michigan 22.8 108.0 167.7 275.7
DC 18.7 82.8 168.0 250.8
Houston 14.0 56.8 185.0 241.8
Memphis 17.8 55.5 165.0 220.5

DEFENSE PPG RUSH PASS YPG

St. Louis 17.2  86.5 135.8 2223
Birmingham 14.8 51.8 185.0 236.8
Houston 23.0 81.3 191.7 273.0
San Antonio  17.3 92.3 182.7 275.0
Michigan 20.0 78.2 198.0 276.2
DC 25.0 112.2 200.8 313.0
Arlington 25.5 122.5 192.5 315.0
Memphis 28.5 95.2 244.8 340.0
OFF FirstDowns 3rd 4th
™ RUNPASPNTOT % %

7 127 46.8 66.7
9 108 48.7 25.0
6 108 38.8 66.7
9 100 37.5 63.6

Birmingham 57 63
Arlington 23 76
San Antonio 41 61
St. Louis 26 65

Michigan 41 43 11 95 39.7 71.4
Memphis 21 50 22 93 40.8 14.3
DC 25 52 10 87 33.3 16.7
Houston 19 58 8 85 33.3 50.0

League 253 468 82 803 39.8 48.5

NHL PLAYOFFS

SECOND ROUND

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

EASTERN CONFERENCE

N.Y. Rangers 3, Carolina 0

G1: May 5 at N.Y. Rangers 4-3.

G2: May 7 at N.Y. Rangers 4-3 (20T)
G3: May 9 N.Y. Rangers 3-2 (OT).

G4: Saturday at Carolina, 6 p.m.
x-G5: Monday at N.Y. Rangers, 6 p.m.
x-G6: Thursday at Carolina, TBA
Xx-G7: Sat., May 18 at N.Y. Rangers, TBA

Boston 1, Florida 1

G1: May 6 Boston 5-1.

G2: May 8 at Florida 6-1.

G3: Friday at Boston, late

G4: Sunday at Boston, 5:30 p.m.
G5: Tuesday at Florida, 6 p.m.
x-G6: Fri., May 17 at Boston, TBD
x-G7: Sun., May 19 at Florida, TBD

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Vancouver 1, Edmonton 0

G1: May 8 at Vancouver 5-4.

G2: Friday at Vancouver, late

G3: Sunday at Edmonton, 8:30 p.m.
G4: Tuesday at Edmonton, 8:30 p.m.
x-G5: Thursday at Vancouver, TBA
x-G6: Sat., May 18 at Edmonton, TBA
x-G7: Mon., May 20 at Vancouver, TBA

Colorado 1, Dallas 1

G1: May 7 Colorado 4-3 (OT)

G2: May 9 at Dallas 5-3.

G3: Saturday at Colorado, 9 p.m.
G4: Monday at Colorado, TBA

G5: Wednesay at Dallas, 7 p.m.
x-G6: Fri, May 17 at Colorado, TBA
x-G7: Sun., May 19 at Dallas, TBA

TENNIS

INTERNAZIONALI BNL D’ITALIA
Thursday at Foro Italico; Rome;
outdoors, Red clay
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND 64
#1Novak Djokovic d.

Corentin Moutet, 6-3, 6-1.
Miomir Kecmanovic d.

#5Casper Ruud, 0-6, 6-4, 6-4.
#3Alexander Zverev d.

Aleksandar Vukic, 6-0, 6-4.
#8Grigor Dimitrov d.

Yoshihito Nishioka, 7-5, 6-4.
#11Taylor Fritz d.

Fabio Fognini, 6-3, 6-4.
#12Ben Shelton d.

Pavel Kotov, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.
Nuno Borges d.

#15Alexander Bublik , 6-4, 6-4.
#16Karen Khachanov d.

Alexander Shevchenko, 6-4, 6-4.
Zhang Zhizhen d.

#19Adrian Mannarino, 6-1, 6-3.
#20Francisco Cerundolo d.

Matteo Gigante, 6-1, 6-3.
Francesco Passaro d.

#23Tallon Griekspoor, 4-6, 6-3, 7-6(5).
#24Sebastian Korda d.

Flavio Cobolli, 7-6(6), 4-6, 6-4.
Terence Atmane d.

#26Lorenzo Musetti, 7-5, 1-0, ret.
Luciano Darderi d.

#28Mariano Navone, 6-3, 6-2.
#29Alejandro Tabilo d.

Yannick Hanfmann, 6-3, 7-6(4).
Thiago Monteiro d.

#32Jordan Thompson, 6-1, 6-3.

WOMEN'’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 64
#2Aryna Sabalenka d.

Katie Volynets, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.
#5Maria Sakkari d.

Varvara Gracheva, 6-2, 6-2.
Sofia Kenin d.

#80ns Jabeur, 7-5, 2-6, 6-4.
#9Jelena Ostapenko, d.

Anastasia Potapova, 6-4, 6-2.
Mayar Sherif d.

#11Jasmine Paolini, 7-6(4), 2-6, 6-4.
#13Danielle Collins d.
Anna Blinkova, Russia, 6-4, 0-0, ret.
#16 Elina Svitolina d. Sara Errani, 6-0, 6-2.
Sara Sorribes Tormo d. #20 Anastasia

Pavlyuchenkova, 6-3, 1-6, 7-5.
#22Caroline Garcia d.

Elisabetta Cocciaretto, 6-2, 7-6(5).
#23Anna Kalinskaya d.

Clara Tauson, 6-1, 6-2.
#24Victoria Azarenka d.

Magda Linette, 6-7(5), 6-4, 6-3.
Rebecca Sramkova d.

#26Katie Boulter, 6-4, 7-6(8).
#27Elise Mertens, d.

Katerina Siniakova, 6-1, 6-4.
#30Anhelina Kalinina d.

Lesia Tsurenko, 2-0, ret.
#32Dayana Yastremska d.

Laura Siegemund, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2.
Irina-Camelia Begu, d.

Oceane Dodin, 5-2, ret.

AUTO RACING

NASCAR CUP SERIES

P MANUFACTURER PTS PB W
1 Chevrolet 446 - 7
2 Toyota 435 -11 5
3 Ford 398 -48 0
DRIVERPOINTS ST WT5 Ti0 PT
Kyle Larson 12 2 6 6 467
Martin Truex Jr 12 0 4 7 438
Chase Elliott 12 1 5 6 412
Denny Hamlin 12 3 4 5 411
Tyler Reddick 12 1 4 7 374
Ryan Blaney 12 0 4 5 367
William Byron 12 3 4 7 362
Ty Gibbs 12 0 3 6 338
Alex Bowman 12 0 4 7 336
Ross Chastain 12 01 4 331
ChrisBuescher 12 0 2 6 316
Kyle Busch 12 0 2 5 314
ChristopherBell 12 1 3 6 29
Chase Briscoe 12 0 0 4 2%
Brad Keselowski 12 0 4 5 287
Bubba Wallace 12 0 3 4 283
Joey Logano 12 0 1 3 269
Daniel Suarez 12 1 2 2 250
Noah Gragson 12 01 5 216
Austin Cindric 12 01 1 215
JohnH.Nemechek 12 0 0 2 205
CarsonHocevar 12 0 0 1 200
Josh Berry 12 0 0 0 19
Todd Gilliland 12 0 0 1 19
Ricky StenhouseJr12 0 1 2 186
Michael McDowell 12 0 0 3 185
Erik Jones 10 0 0 1 181
Daniel Hemric 12 0 0 2 175
Ryan Preece 12 0 0 1 172
Corey Laloie 12 01 1 166
FASTEST LAPS

NASCAR Cup fastest laps with points
standing positions, percentage and
total fastest laps:

DRIVER POS. PCT. LAPS
1. Kyle Larson 1 9.1 275
2. Denny Hamlin 4 9 272
3. Martin Truex Jr 2 76 228
4. Christopher Bell 13 57 172
5. Tyler Reddick 5 54 163
6. Ty Gibbs 8 43 130
7. William Byron 7 4.2 128
8. Ryan Blaney 6 4 122
9. Chase Elliott 3 36 109

NBA PLAYOFFS SATURDAY
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG
at Dallas 3 (219) Okla. City
Boston 8 (211%) at Cleveland
NHL PLAYOFFS SATURDAY
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
atCarolina  -160 N.Y Rangers +132
at Colorado  -134 Dallas +112
MLB SATURDAY
American League

FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at Toronto -152 Minnesota  +128
N.Y Yankees -126 at Tampa Bay +108
at Detroit -126 Houston +108
Cleveland -168 at Chi. Wh. Sox+142
Kansas City  -148 atLA Angels +126
at Seattle off Oakland off
National League

FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
Chicago Cubs -118 at Pittsburgh +100
at Miami off Philadelphia  off
Atlanta -168 at NY Mets  +142
Cincinnati -116 atSan Francisco -102

at Milwaukee -156 St. Louis +132
LADodgers -142 atSanDiego +120

Interleague

FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
at Baltimore -156 Arizona +132
at Boston -154 Washington +130
Texas -154 atColorado +130

For the latest odds, go to BetMGM
Sportsbook, https://sports.betmgm.
com/en/sports

MLS

EASTERN W L T PT GF GA
Inter Miami CF 7 2 324 32 18
Cincinnati 6 2 321 13 9
Toronto FC 6 4 119 14 14
N.Y. Red Bulls 4 2 517 16 16
Columbus 31615 12 9
Charlotte FC 4 5214 12 13
New York CityFC 4 5 2 14 11 12
Philadelphia 32514 19 16
D.C. United 3 3514 16 17
Atlanta 34312 14 11
CF Montréal 3 4 312 13 2
Nashville 2 3 511 14 18
Chicago 2 5410 11 19
Orlando City 2 53 9 11 18
New England 271 7 7 18
WESTERN W L T PT GF GA
Real Salt Lake 6 2 321 18 9
Minnesota United 6 2 2 20 17 11
LA Galaxy 52 419 21 17
Vancouver 52 318 18 10
Colorado 53 318 18 15
Austin FC 4 3 416 14 13
Los Angeles FC 4 4 315 19 19
Houston 4 4 214 9 10
St Louis City 21713 15 14
Sporting KC 2 4511 18 19
Seattle 2 5 410 13 13
Portland 2 5 410 20 23
FC Dallas 2 6 2 8 10 15
San Jose 2 81 7 17 26
Three points for win, one point for tie.

SATURDAY’S MATCHES

D.C. United at Atlanta, 6:30p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte FC, 6:30p.m.
Miami at CF Montréal, 6:30p.m.

New England at N.Y. Red Bulls, 6:30p.m.
Orlando City at Philadelphia, 6:30p.m.
New York City FC at Toronto FC, 6:30 p.m.
Cincinnati at Columbus, 6:45p.m.
Austin FC at FC Dallas, 7:30p.m.
Houston at Sporting KC, 7:30p.m.
Chicago at St Louis City, 7:30p.m.

San Jose at Colorado, 8:30p.m.

Real Salt Lake at LA Galaxy, 9:30p.m.
Vancouver at Los Angeles FC, 9:30p.m.

SUNDAY'’S MATCH
Seattle at Portland, 3:45p.m.

WEDNESDAY’S MATCHES

Atlanta at Cincinnati, 6:30p.m.

N.Y. Red Bulls at D.C. United, 6:30p.m.
Columbus at CF Montréal, 6:30p.m.
Miami at Orlando City, 6:30p.m.

New York City FC at Philadelphia, 6:30 p.m.
Houston at Austin FC, 7:30p.m.
Charlotte FC at Chicago, 7:30p.m.

LA Galaxy at Minnesota, 7:30p.m.
Toronto FC at Nashville, 7:30p.m.

Los Angeles FC at St Louis City, 7:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Colorado, 8:30p.m.
Seattle at Real Salt Lake, 8:30p.m.
San Jose at Portland, 9:30p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 18

Atlanta at Nashville, 12:30p.m.

LA Galaxy at Charlotte FC, 6:30p.m.
St Louis City at Cincinnati, 6:30p.m.
D.C. United at Miami, 6:30p.m.

N.Y. Red Bulls at N.Y. City FC, 6:30p.m.
Philadelphia at New England, 6:30p.m.
CF Montréal at Toronto FC, 6:30p.m.
Sporting KC at Austin FC, 7:30p.m.
Columbus at Chicago, 7:30p.m.

FC Dallas at Houston, 7:30p.m.
Portland at Minnesota, 7:30p.m.
Colorado at Real Salt Lake, 8:30p.m.
Orlando City at San Jose, 9:30p.m.
Vancouver at Seattle, 9:30p.m.

NWSL

CLUB W L T PT GF GA
Kansas City 50 318 21 12
Orlando 50 318 14 7
Washington 53 015 16 11
Portland 4 3113 17 14
Chicago 4 3113 11 11
North Carolina 4 4 0 12 12 10
Gotham FC 3221 5 5
San Diego 3311 7 6
Angel City 33110 911
Louisville 115 810 7
Seattle 251 7 710
Bay FC 2 6 0 6 13 19
Houston 143 6 716
Utah Royals FC 161 4 515
Three points for win, one point for tie.

FRIDAY’S RESULT
Washington at Louisville, late

SATURDAY’S MATCHES
Bay FC at Orlando, 6:30p.m.
Seattle at Portland, 9p.m.

SUNDAY’S MATCHES

Utah Royals FC at Chicago, 4:30p.m.
North Carolina at Kansas City, 5p.m.
Houston at Angel City, 6:30p.m.
Gotham FC at San Diego, 6:30p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 17

Portland at Houston, 7p.m.

Utah Royals FC at North Carolina, 7p.m.
San Diego at Bay FC, 9:30p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 18
Angel City at Washington, 6:30p.m.
Louisville at Kansas City, 8:30p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 19
Chicago at Gotham FC, 4p.m.
Orlando at Seattle, 5p.m.

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

CLUB GP WD LGF GA PT
Arsenal 3626 5 583 28 83
Man City 35257 387 33 8
Liverpool 3623 9 481 38 78
Aston Villa 3620 7 973 53 67
Tottenham 3518 6 11 69 58 60
Newcastle 3517 51378 56 56
Chelsea 3515 91170 59 54
Man United 3516 6 13 52 55 54
West Ham 36 1310 13 56 70 49
Bournemouth 36 13 9 14 52 63 48
Brighton 351211 12 53 57 47

Wolverhampton 36 13 7 16 49 60 46

Fulham 36 12 816 51 55 44
Crystal Palace 36 1110 15 49 57 43
Everton 36 12 9 15 38 49 37
Brentford 36 9 91852 60 36
Notting. Forest 36 8 919 45 63 29
Luton Town 36 6 82249 78 26
Burnley 36 592239 74 24
Sheffield United 36 3 7 26 35100 16

SATURDAY’S MATCHES

Fulham vs. Man City, 6:30a.m.

West Ham vs. Luton Town, 9a.m.
Wolverhampton vs. Cry. Palace, 9a.m.
Bournemouth vs. Brentford, 9a.m.
Everton vs. Sheffield United, 9a.m.
Newcastle vs. Brighton, 9a.m.
Tottenham vs. Burnley, 9a.m.
Nottingham Forest vs. Chelsea, 11:30 a.m.

SUNDAY'’S MATCH
Man United vs. Arsenal, 10:30a.m.

MONDAY'’S MATCH
Aston Villa vs. Liverpool, 2p.m.

TUESDAY’S MATCH
Tottenham vs. Man City, 2p.m.

WEDNESDAY’S MATCHES
Brighton vs. Chelsea, 1:45p.m.
Man United vs. Newcastle, 2p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 19

Arsenal vs. Everton, 10a.m.

Brentford vs. Newcastle, 10a.m.
Brighton vs. Man United, 10a.m.
Burnley vs. Nottingham Forest, 10a.m.
Chelsea vs. Bournemouth, 10a.m.
Crystal Palace vs. Aston Villa, 10a.m.
Liverpool vs. Wolverhampton, 10a.m.
Luton Town vs. Fulham, 10a.m.

Man City vs. West Ham, 10a.m.
Sheffield United vs. Tottenham, 10a.m.

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
(Home teams listed first)
CHAMPIONSHIP

Saturday, June 1 in London

Borussia Dortmund vs. Real Madrid, 2 p.m.

U.S. OPEN CUP

ROUND OF 16 (home team listed first)
Tuesday, May 21

Charleston Battery vs. Atlanta, 6:30 p.m.
NYCFC Il vs. New Mexico United, 6:30 p.m.
Sporting KC vs. FC Tulsa, 7:30p.m.
Sacramento Rep. FC vs. San Jose, 9 p.m.
LAFC vs. Loudoun Utd FC, 9:30p.m.

GOLF

LATE THURSDAY: PGA TOUR
WELLS FARGO CHAMPIONSHIP
1st of 4 rounds, Quail Hollow Club;
Charlotte, N.C. 7,558 yards; Par: 71

Xander Schauffele 32-32—64 -7
Rory Mcllroy 31-36—67 -4
Collin Morikawa 33-34—67 -4
Alex Noren 33-34—67 -4
Jason Day 36-32—68 -3
Russell Henley 33-35—68 -3
Lee Hodges 32-36—68 -3
Sungjae Im 33-35—68 -3
Taylor Moore 35-33—-68 -3
Sepp Straka 32-36—68 -3
Justin Thomas 32-36—68 -3
Nick Dunlap 34-35—69 -2
Max Homa 34-35—69 -2
Matt Kuchar 36-33—69 -2
Jordan Spieth 32-37—-69 -2
Byeong Hun An 35-35—70 -1
Christiaan Bezuidenhout 35-35—70 -1
Keegan Bradley 33-37—-70 -1
Corey Conners 36-34—70 -1
Cameron Davis 34-36—70 -1
Tom Hoge 33-37-70 -1
Si Woo Kim 35-35—70 -1
Kurt Kitayama 34-36—70 -1
Denny McCarthy 35-35—70 -1
Grayson Murray 34-36—70 -1
Andrew Putnam 36-34—70 -1
Patrick Rodgers 34-36—70 -1
Webb Simpson 32-38—70 -1
Gary Woodland 33-37-70 -1
Will Zalatoris 36-34—70 -1
Sam Burns 34-37-71 E
Harris English 35-36—71 E
Tommy Fleetwood 34-37-71 E
Rickie Fowler 36-35—71 E
Lucas Glover 35-36—71 E
Adam Hadwin 36-35—71 E
Jake Knapp 35-36—71 E
Ben Kohles 35-36—71 E
Taylor Pendrith 33-38—71 E
Adam Scott 34-37-71 E
Nick Taylor 33-38—71 E
Cameron Young 34-37-71 E
PGA MYRTLE BEACH CLASSIC

2nd of 4 rounds; The Dunes Golf and
Beach Club; Myrtle Beach, S.C.

7,347 yards; Par: 7

Chris Gotterup 66-64—130 -12
Robert Macintyre 64-67—131 -11
Jorge Campillo 66-66—132 -10
Alistair Docherty 65-68—133 -9
Beau Hossler 64-69—133 -9
Alex Smalley 68-65—133 -9
Davis Thompson 65-68—133 -9
Joseph Bramlett 68-66—134 -8
Trace Crowe 71-63—134 -8
Chan Kim 66-68—134 -8
Chez Reavie 68-66—134 -8
Greyson Sigg 67-67—134 -8
Erik Van Rooyen 67-67—134 -8
Dylan Wu 66-68—134 -8
Ben Griffin 67-68—135 -7
Patton Kizzire 70-65—135 -7
Henrik Norlander 68-67—135 -7
Justin Suh 67-68—135 -7
Paul Barjon 69-67—136 -6
Joel Dahmen 69-67—136 -6
Ryan Fox 70-66—136 -6
Chesson Hadley 69-67—136 -6
Michael Kim 68-68—136 -6
Seonghyeon Kim 68-68—136 -6
Ryan McCormick 68-68—136 -6
Chandler Phillips 67-69—136 -6
Sam Ryder 67-69—136 -6
Matt Wallace 72-64—136 -6
Kevin Yu 67-69—136 -6
Zecheng Dou 65-72—137 -5
Adrien Dumont De Chassart67-70—137 -5
Thriston Lawrence 70-67—137 -5
Seung-Yul Noh 69-68—137 -5
Victor Perez 71-66—137 -5
Scott Piercy 68-69—137 -5
Ben Silverman 66-71—-137 -5
Roger Sloan 67-70—137 -5
Sam Stevens 68-69—137 -5
Kevin Streelman 71-66—137 -5
Matt Atkins 69-69—138 -4
Jacob Bridgeman 70-68—138 -4
Harry Higgs 69-69—138 -4
Mac Meissner 70-68—138 -4
Andrew Novak 72-66—138 -4
J.J. Spaun 71-67—138 -4
Alejandro Tosti 65-73—138 -4
Carson Young 69-69—138 -4
Anders Albertson 68-71—139 -3
Daniel Berger 70-69—139 -3
Blades Brown 72-67—139 -3
PGA CHAMPIONS TOUR

REGIONS TRADITION

2nd of 4 rounds at Greystone G & CC;
Birmingham, Ala.; 7,249 yards, par 72
Doug Barron 34-31-65
Steve Stricker 67-65—132 -12
Ernie Els 65-68—133 -11
Steve Flesch 65-69—134 -10
Padraig Harrington 65-70—135 -9
Charlie Wi 66-69—135 -9
Marco Dawson 66-70—136 -8
Kenny Perry 65-71-136 -8
Doug Barron 65-72—137 -7
Stuart Appleby 71-67—138 -6
Paul Broadhurst 69-69—138 -6
K.J. Choi 71-67—138 -6
Stewart Cink 70-68—138 -6
Chris DiMarco 65-73—138 -6
Lee Janzen 69-69—138 -6
Bernhard Langer 68-70—138 -6
Kevin Sutherland 68-70—138 -6
Shane Bertsch 68-71—-139 -5
Ken Duke 69-70—139 -5
Brian Gay 70-69—139 -5
Justin Leonard 73-66—139 -5
Steven Alker 69-71—-140 -4
Jason Bohn 71-69—140 -4
Glen Day 70-70—140 -4
Paul Goydos 69-71—140 -4
Scott McCarron 72-68—140 -4
Vijay Singh 70-70—140 -4
Darren Clarke 67-74—141 -3
Scott Dunlap 69-72—141 -3
Mark Hensby 74-67—141 -3
John Huston 69-72—141 -3
Billy Mayfair 72-69—141 -3
Tim Petrovic 68-73—141 -3
Y.E. Yang 68-73—141 -3
Stephen Ames 70-72—142 -2
Joe Durant 75-67—142 -2
Ricardo Gonzalez 70-72—142 -2
Richard Green 73-69—142 -2
Tim Herron 72-70—142 -2
Miguel Angel Jimenez 73-69—142 -2
Mario Tiziani 70-72—142 -2
John Daly 69-74—143 -1
Bob Estes 71-72—143 -1
Thongchai Jaidee 68-75—143 -1
Jerry Kelly 70-73—143 -1
Jeff Maggert 71-72—-143 -1
Heath Slocum 70-73—143 -1
Retief Goosen 71-73-144 E
Rod Pampling 68-76—144 E
Tom Pernice 72-72—144 E
Brett Quigley 70-74—144 E

LPGA COGNIZANT FOUNDERS CUP

2nd of 4 rounds, Upper Montclair CC;
Clifton, N.J.; 6,536; Par: 72

Madelene Sagstrom 65-66—131 -
Rose Zhang 63-68—131 -
Nelly Korda 69-66—135
Yan Liu 68-70—138
Mel Reid 67-72—139
Marina Alex 68-72—140
Hannah Green 69-71—140
Georgia Hall 69-71—140
Nasa Hataoka 69-71—140
JinHee Im 68-72—140
Lydia Ko 69-71—140
Mi Hyang Lee 69-71—140
Minjee Lee 70-70—140
Roberta Liti 68-72—140
Mary Liu 69-71—140
NaRin An 66-75—141
Pajaree Anannarukarn 68-73—141
Peiyun Chien 69-72—141
Carlota Ciganda 68-73—141
Alexandra Forsterling  70-71—141
Sarah Kemp 69-72—141
Sei Young Kim 72-69—141
Jin Young Ko 72-69—141
Xiyu Lin 68-73—141
Pernilla Lindberg 70-71—141
Gabriela Ruffels 69-72—141
Mao Saigo 71-70—141
Yu Jin Sung 69-72—141
Celine Borge 69-73—142
Matilda Castren 71-71-142
Olivia Cowan 70-72—142
Jodi Ewart Shadoff 70-72—142
Maria Fassi 68-74—142
Isi Gabsa 71-71-142
Linn Grant 73-69—142
Nataliya Guseva 71-71-142
Grace Kim 68-74—142
Andrea Lee 71-71-142
Gaby Lopez 71-71—-142
Leona Maguire 66-76—142
Ryann O’'Toole 73-69—142
Yuka Saso 73-69—142
Elizabeth Szokol 73-69—142
Perrine Delacour 69-74—143
Moriya Jutanugarn 72-71—143
Jeong Eun Lee5 73-70—143

13
13
-9
-6
-5
-4
-4
-4
-4
-4
-4
-4
-4
-4
-4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
-1
-1
-1

Mavericks star Luka Doncic gets fired up during Thursday’s
Game 2 matchup against the Thunder at Paycom Center
in Oklahoma City. JOSHUA GATELEY/GETTY

NBA PLAYOFF'S

Mavs, Cavs
holding court

Associated Press

Donovan Mitchell and
the Cavaliers took the
home-court advantage
with a Game 2 victory in
Boston, the same way Luka
Doncic and the Mavericks
did in Oklahoma City.

Now the Cavs and Mavs
will try keep that edge
against the top seeds in
each conference in their
respective Game 3s at
home Saturday.

The Celtics, who had
the bestrecord inthe NBA,
had the same problem
in the first round, losing
Game 2 to the Heat before
winning the final three
games of the series.

“Nobody’s in there
defeated or deflated,” said
Jayson Tatum, who scored
25 points in the Celtics’
118-94 loss. “You never
want to lose in the playoffs.
We can learn from it.”

It’s arepeat for the Mavs,
too. They, seeded fifth in
the Western Conference,
lost the series opener at the
Clippers before getting the
road splitin what ended up
being a six-game victory.

“It doesn’t change
anything,” said Tim
Hardaway Jr., who had
his playoff high with 17
points in the Mavs’ 119-110
victory. “We’re going to
take their best shot each
and every step of the way.”

The Celtics’ outside
shooting was the biggest
issue in Game 2. They went
8 of 35 behind the arc — 2
of18 in the second half.

“Overall we just missed
some shots and let it trans-
late, and in the playoffs that
can’t happen,” said Jaylen
Brown, who missed all six
3s.

The Cavs, seeded fourth
in the East, played freely
and fearlessly in Game 2,
especially Evan Mobley,
who finished with 21
points, 10 rebounds, five
assists and two blocks
while playing center with
Jarrett Allen again out

with bruised ribs. Mobley
isthe first Cavs player with
a 20-10-5 playoff game
since LeBron James.

“He was aggressive,
dominant and then it
continued through every-
body else,” Mitchell, who
scored 29 points, said of
his 22-year-old teammate.
“That was big time.”

Doncic, who has played
with a sprained right knee
since Game 3 against the
Clippers, was shooting
39.5% overall and 24%
from 3-point range before
going 11 of 21 and 5 of 8 in
a 29-point performance
against the Thunder.

Kyrie Irving had just the
third single-digit scoring
game of his 82-game play-
off career with nine points,
but seemed to sense his
shot was off and had just
eight attempts, while play-
ing the same solid defense
he has most of this postsea-
son and leading the Mavs
with 11 assists.

Carlisle fined by NBA for
criticizing refs, imply-
ing bias against small
markets: Pacers coach
Rick Carlisle was fined
$35,000 by the NBA on
Friday for criticizing the
officials and “questioning
the integrity of the league”
with his pleas for fairness
for small-market teams.

Carlisle made his
comments after the Pacers’
130-121 loss to the Knicks
on Wednesday. He was
called for two technical
fouls and ejected late in
the game as the Pacers fell
into a 2-0 hole in the East-
ern Conference semifinals.

Carlisle complained
about a number of missed
calls, which the Pacers
subsequently sent to the
league for review, and
implied a bias in favor of
New York.

“Small-market teams
deserve an equal shot,” he
said. “They deserve a fair
shot no matter where they
are playing”

IN BRIEF

Heiskanen helps Stars
even series with Avs

News services

The Stars built another
multi-goal lead against the
high-scoring Avalanche.
This time, they held on
to win and avoid another
0-2 hole in the NHL play-
offs.

“Found a way to win
the game, and that’s the
most important thing,”
Stars defenseman Miro
Heiskanen said.

Heiskanen scored two
power-play goals, Roope
Hintz had a goal and
three assists and the Stars
beat the Avalanche 5-3 in
Game 2 on Thursday night
to even the second-round
Western Conference
series. Tyler Seguin got
his first goal this postsea-
son on a short-hander at
the end of a 3-on-1 break-
away that put the Stars
up 4-0 late in the second
period. Esa Lindell added
an empty-netter with 20
seconds left, with Hintz
getting his final assist.

College basketball: A
Kansas judge on Friday
ordered University of Ili-
nois basketball standout
Terrence Shannon Jr. to
stand trial on arape charge
following testimony from a

woman who said she was
“terrified” as she wasbeing
assaulted.

Golf: Xander Schauffele
shot a 4-under 67 Friday,
leaving him at 11-under
131 and four shots ahead
of Rory Mcllroy and Jason
Day heading into the week-
end at the Wells Fargo
Championship. ... Nelly
Kordawon’tlet anyone run
away with the Cognizant
Founders Cup and end her
bid become the first player
to win six straight LPGA
tournaments. Faced with
a 10-stroke deficit starting
her second round, Korda
shot a 6-under 66 to move
into third place, four shots
behind co-leaders Rose
Zhang and Madelene
Sagstrom with 36 holes to
play this weekend.

Tennis: Novak Djokovic
said he was “fine” after
accidentally getting
knocked on the head by a
water bottle after a win at
the Italian Open on Friday.
A manwasleaning over the
railing to hand Djokovic a
notebook for a signature
and an aluminum-type
water bottle fell out of
his backpack and hit the
top-ranked player.
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EA Sports releases video game cover

Michigan RB Donovan Edwards,
pictured, Texas QB Quinn Ewers and
Colorado two-way star Travis Hunter
are among the six players displayed on
the cover of the EA Sports College Foot-
ball 25, which is set to return after being
discontinued 11 years ago. The cover
for the deluxe edition of the popular
video game was posted at the online PlayStation Store
on Friday. No official release date has been set, but the
game is expected to be out this summer before the start of
the college football season. The game will feature all 134
major college football schools. College Football 25 will be
the first version of EA Sports’ college football franchise to
be released since 2013. The NCAA’s approval in 2021 of
players being able to profit from their brand opened the
door for the game to be made again. The cover features the
backs of numerous players in easily identifiable college
football uniforms in a stadium tunnel, with the names on
thebacks of the jerseys of six players. Edwards, Ewers and
Hunter are joined by Alabama QB Jalen Milroe, Georgia
QB Carson Beck and Ohio State RB Quinshon Judkins.

WNBA franchise awarded to Toronto

The WNBA is heading to Toronto,
according to media reports. The
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
reported that the women’s profes-
sional basketball league has awarded
a franchise to the Kilmer Group. The
reported deal would have Toronto’s
WNBA team start playing in May 2026.
The WNBA did not confirm the report. “We continue
to engage in productive conversations with interested
ownership groups in anumber of markets and the granting
of any expansion teams requires a vote of the WNBA and
NBA Board of Governors,” the league said. Larry Tanen-
baum is the chairman and CEO of Kilmer Group and the
chairman of the board for Maple Leaf Sports and Enter-
tainment, which owns the NBA’s Toronto Raptors and
NHL’s Toronto Maple Leafs. He also owns 25% of MLSE
through Kilmer’s holdings. Adding a team in Toronto
would be the first outside of the U.S. for the WNBA, which
begins its 28th season next week. WNBA Commissioner
Cathy Engelbert, pictured, said at the league’s draft last
month she hopes to expand to 16 teams by the 2028 season.

Mbappé begins his goodbyes to PSG

Kylian Mbappé announced again he’s
leaving Paris Saint-Germain, an unsur-
prising move by the French superstar
who is expected to join Real Madrid.
Mbappé said on Friday on X he will
play his final home game on Sunday
against Toulouse. “I never thought
it would be this difficult to leave my
country,” he said in the video post, adding he will face
a new challenge after seven years at PSG. Mbappé now
captains France and won the World Cup in 2018. becom-
ing the second teenager, after Pelé, to score in a World Cup
final. He top-scored at the 2022 World Cup, including a
hat trick in the final. Mbappé joined PSG in 2017 from
Monaco in a deal worth 180 million euros ($194 million).
He is expected to be bought by 14-time Champions
League winner Real Madrid. In 2021, PSG turned down
a bid of 180 million euros ($194 million) from Madrid for
Mbappé. He renewed his contract with PSG, on which
he didn’t take up the option for an extra year. Earlier this
year, he told PSG he’s leaving at the end of the season.
—Associated Press

The Aces’ A'ja Wilson returns this season to try to lead the Aces to their third straight WNBA title. FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP

WNBA SEASON PREVIEW

Welcome to the show

Spotlight on rookie class
and Aces’ quest for 3-peat

By Doug Feinberg

Associated Press

While conversations about the
WNBA’s growth may start with Caitlin
Clark, any talk about the 2024 cham-
pionship begins with the star-studded
Acesled by A’ja Wilson and their quest
to three-peat.

The Aces have been dominant on the
court the past two seasons, becoming
the first team to repeat as champion
since the Sparks in 2001-02. They are
plus-100 favorites to win it again when
the league tips off its 28th season on
Tuesday, according to BetMGM. The
Liberty are at plus-230 is the only team
close to the champs.

“We’ve come into games and we
have a target on our back. We under-
stand that,” Aces guard Chelsea Gray
said. “But I think we understand that
what got it done last year isn’t going to
get it done this year. No year has ever
been the same in winning a champi-
onship”

Wilson, last season’s WNBA Finals
MVP, and the Aces are looking for a
third consecutive WNBA title — a feat
only accomplished by the Comets, who
won the first four league champion-
ships.

But the buzz around the league has
been centered on Clark, along with
Angel Reese, Cameron Brink, Kamilla
Cardoso and the rest of a rookie class
that has been the most talked about in
the past decade.

The brands the players built in
college have led to sold-out jerseys
and arenas. Teams have moved games
to bigger venues to accommodate the
demand for more tickets. It also helped

get the league to finally have charter
flights for road games.

For all the hype about the rookies,
how they perform on the court will be
key to sustaining the early focus they
generated on the league.

The Aces are the solid favorite to
win it all again, although the Liberty
are expected to have something to say
about that. The Liberty return all five
starters from last season’s team that
lost to the Aces in the WNBA Finals.

The Liberty’s roster was compiled
last season through free agency and
trades but now Breanna Stewart,
Jonquel Jones and Sabrina Ionescu
hope to lead the franchise to its first
title.

“We know what happened last year
and the fact we didn’t achieve our goal
will motivate us, but it’s not what we’re
thinking about the entire season,”
Stewart said. “I’'m really excited to get
things going with a new and old group
and build the chemistry. Now most of
us have ayear under our belt, what are
we going to do bigger on and off the
court?”

While the Aces and Liberty didn’t
have any headline-making offseason
moves, the Storm and Mercury both
created some ripples with moves they
hope will make them title contenders.

The Storm, who built a $60 million
state-of-the-art practice facility, added
Nneka Ogwumike and Skylar Diggins-
Smith. The Mercury signed Natasha
Cloud and Kahleah Copper to add to
Brittney Griner and Diana Taurasi.

Some other storylines to follow this
season:

New coaches: The Sky and Mercury
both have new coaches this season.
The Sky will be led by Hall of
Famer Teresa Weatherspoon.
Longtime NBA assistant Nate Tibbetts

will guide the Mercury.

Weatherspoon returns to the WNBA
after working with the NBA’s Pelicans
since 2019. She first was a player devel-
opment coach and then an assistant
starting in 2020. The team released
her in June.

Tibbetts comes to the league after
nearly two decades of experience
as an NBA assistant coach and in
the NBA’s G League, where he was
both a head coach and an assistant.
He was most recently an assistant with
the Magic.

Olympic break: The league will take
nearly a monthlongbreak for the Paris
Games from July 18-Aug. 14. Dozens of
current and former WNBA players will
be competing in the Olympics.

The WNBA will have its All-Star
Game in Phoenix right before the
Olympics start. The midseason
showcase will most likely pit the
U.S. national team against a group
of All-Stars. The All-Stars won the
contest in 2021 — the last time the
format was implemented.

Charter flights: Commissioner Cathy
Engelbert announced Thursday the
league plans to fund charter flights
at a cost of about $50 million over the
nexttwo years in amove that addresses
years of player safety concerns. Travel
hasbeen a huge topic of discussion for
years.

End of an era: Candace Parker retired
right before the season started and
Taurasi is starting her 20th year in the
WNBA. While Taurasi hasn’t officially
said it will be her last, it wouldn’t be
a surprise if this was her final season.
She just wants to stay healthy, playing
inmore than 26 games only once in the
past five seasons.

GOLF PGA CHAMPIONSHIP
Thomas gets rare
chance at Valhalla

By Doug Ferguson

Associated Press

Justin Thomas was back home in Kentucky for an occa-
sion different from any other time in Louisville. The city
honored him with its “Hometown Hero” award, and a
60-foot banner was unfurled from the building he used to
pass on the way to Saint Xavier High School.

Thomas was so choked up at the presentation he
couldn’t speak until he eventually said, “The things I’'ve
felt today, I've never felt in any golf tournament I've won.”

This was a week before
the best golfers in the world
— one of them a Louisville
native — arrive for the PGA
Championship at Valhalla.

It’s rare for a player to
have a hometown major
in a city that doesn’t have
a steady diet of champion-
ship golf. Thomas s curious
how he’ll respond. He is a
two-time PGA champion,
winning at Quail Hollow
in 2017 and Southern Hills
in 2022, which also was his
last victory as he works his
way back into form.

“It will be a new experi-
ence for me;” Thomas said.
“The hardest thing I’ll have is putting pressure on myself
and wanting to perform well. But at the same, I do a good
job of that without having a home event. Maybe two nega-
tives will equal a positive.”

Collin Morikawa and Max Homa grew up in the LA area.
The U.S. Open went to Los Angeles Country Club last year,
but they are regulars at the PGA Tour event at Riviera, the
next best thing to a major. Xander Schauffele and Charley
Hoffman grew up in San Diego. They play Torrey Pines
every year on tour — the U.S. Open in 2021 wasn’t that
much different. Thomas has talked to Keegan Bradley,
a New England native, about what it was like to play the
U.S. Open — and contend on the weekend — at Brookline
outside Boston in the 2022 U.S. Open.

“I told him what I tried to do is look into the crowd and
make eye contact with people and see how excited they
were and try to feed off that,” Bradley said.

His other message: Embrace the moment. This doesn’t
happen very often.

“My motto for the week was, ‘Why look forward to
something for so long and not enjoy it?” Bradley said.

Tommy Fleetwood would second that notion. Fleet-
wood grew up in Southport, England, and played the Brit-
ish Open at Royal Birkdale in 2017. He opened with a 76
and gamely rallied to make the cut and tie for 27th.

“There’s pressure from yourself because it means that
much more. Then there’s pressure of playing before your
home crowd,” Fleetwood said. “But I mean, how lucky are
you to play a home Open where you grew up?

Thomas also wants to check in with Rory McIlroy about
playing a British Open in his native Northern Ireland. That
didn’t start — or end well — for McIlroy at Royal Portrush.
He made a quadruple-bogey 8 on the first hole, shot 79 and
his rally to make the cut fell short.

“I remember getting onto the first tee Thursday and
feeling overwhelmed, like I hadn’t really prepared for it
or visualized it or took my mind to a place where I was
expecting to feel what I felt,” McIlroy said. “I don’t know
that you can. You can’t prepare for it until you actually
feelit”

The list is short of players dealing with a hometown
major.

Jack Nicklaus played the 1964 PGA Championship in
his hometown of Columbus, Ohio (12 years before the
inaugural Memorial). Columbus Country Club wasn’t his
home course, and Nicklaus had only played it four times
since high school. But it was a busy week. Gary Player
stayed at his house and Nicklaus jokingly said he missed
a Tuesday practice round because he had to do Player’s
laundry. Nicklaus, the defending PGA champion, was six
behind going into the last round and closed with a 64 to
finish three shots behind Bobby Nichols.

Jeff Sluman was the PGA champion when the 1989 U.S.
Open went to Oak Hill in Rochester, where Sluman grew
up. He agreed to do a daily diary for the Rochester Demo-
crat and Chronicle, right up until he missed the cut.

Thomas has a history at Valhalla, but rarely with a club
in his hand. His father was the head pro at Harmony
Landing, and he was an officer with the PGA of America
when the PGA Championship came to Valhalla in 2000.
Thomas was 7, just getting into golf. He said that week
made it clear what he wanted to do for aliving. It helps that
it was among the most memorable finishes in PGA Cham-
pionship history. Tiger Woods birdied the last two holes
in regulation to force a playoff with Bob May, and he went
on to capture his third consecutive major on his way to
the “Tiger Slam,” holding all four majors at the same time.

Thomas was in the clubhouse — too short to see
anything with so many people — when Woods made his
6-foot birdie putt to force the playoff.

“I’ve watched the VHS of that tournament so many
times as a kid,” Thomas said. “I’d get home and if noth-
ing was on TV, I’'d watch that over and over and over and
over again.”

Justin Thomas hits a shot
during the first round of the
Wells Fargo Championship
on Thursday in Charlotte,
North Carolina. ANDREW
REDINGTON/GETTY



