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Amid strikes, Israel orders new
evacuations in Gaza's last refuge

Israel orderedd new
evaruwallons n Gaza's

sogithern oty of Rafah on
saturday, forcing tens of

thousands more people

o move as | prepares

to expand lis military
operation closer to the
heavily populated central

arca, in definnce of growing
prressure amid the war from

close ally the US and others,

A |long-awnlicd US S&atc Depart
ment reporl said Isracd likely vio-
bated] morms on Interiatbonal law
i its 1me of weapons from the 175,
Evial D1 el o Tt e oty evidke e
i hlnck arm shipments

The Sate Departunent submitted
its report two days after Presiden
Joe Hiden puhblichy threatened 1o
wirhbedel cortalin bombe Gl aril-
ey sl lls i Dire] Eoses. alvweand with
an all-ont sE=anht on Rafah, where
the UN =il L4 million hal besen
rislbeRng.

As pro-Palestinmn protesis con-

Plawiedd, Dsraels military alse ssid
I was moving il an ares of dey-

aslated]l northern Gasa where it
asseried that the Hames militant
eraup has reeroupesl

kersel s now evacaated the
easiern thimt ol Kafah, considered
Ciazas Last refugr,

Hifzh borders Byl ey the
enain ald eairy pomis, which already
are afberied. Israeli trnosops have cap-
fured e Gaza shde of the Balah
cressing, erring it to shol dowm,

Epvpl hus relused 1o ooardinats
with Ierae] for the deliversy of aid
thiuprh the Rafah crosxine point
hiccause of “the dRas cpilabde [3-
racli eeczlation”® Al-Quhera chan-
Frel re ek

Hafah evacuations are {omcing
s peope to return north where
areas ame devastiated froom previous
Iernct] Altacks

" we wall undd we all die on
Logr al each other? So weve decld-
e 1o beave, 1% better™ saidd Bafah
resiclent Hanan Al-Satar s peopde

eHamas says another hostage dead oUS report eriticizes lsrael but does not block arms

A moman maurmns outside A-Agus Marfym Hospital i Onir E1-Bslsf central Gaza, afer 2 child misthm disd foflowing Inrasl s bombeardmand of tesir el et camg -~

reshedd to losd mattresses, waber
tmanks und atler helonFines onibo
W Pl

At least 19 people, incheling
cight women andd cight children,
wrere killed overmiphd in ceniral
Gaza In strikes ihar it o ancas
ol Favaicla, Mazhazi and [wir Al-
Ealah, sccoiding o Al-Agsa Mar-
tvrs Hospital and a jonrmalist who
coatled the bodies.

Meamwhilbe, Hamas sald that s
her one of the hostapes abdscted
duriag s Ocq. 7 MtEcH of Jarsed
b dliecl.

Hamas released & video sayving
at MNaday Pogiplewell, who was
Iken hostage froin the southicen
fsraell commuanmity of Kibbustz Mir-

L, cliesd] &M Baediee woisded in an
Lermell sirike In Gaxa

Earlwer on Salunby, Hamas re-

NUMBER

34971

Puloestinians haye been hillacd
and 78 841 others wounded

in lsrael's military offensive
on Gaza since Oct. T,

feaegl o updatcdd vheee of ihe
Sl-year-old captive in front of o
wisiee wall, with a brulse on his
right eve, and speaking his name.
Howars |later, in the sescond sideo,
it said Popplewell died of wounds

sipscalned a monih &0 im &0 Isracll
amsirike,

* Felatad raperts |
s ipirethn: Yoidl Mekelberg -

&FINALLY
ELYANNA
MAKES HER
TV DEBUT OXN
‘THE LATE
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POLITICS

Iranian
hard-liners
lighten
gripon
parliament

K

and  ualtrar
ponservatives clinched more seals
in & partial revun of the coungry’s
pariamentary  elections, affical
regikite shoawed omm Saturlay, tigEhl-
ening their old on the chamber

Voders had Bwen called o casa
ballots again on Friday in regions
wherne camdkiates Fahesl fo =ain
FIEIER votes N the March 1 €lx
hon, which saw the lovwest hemond
— 41 percent — since the 1974 Bs-
[ami: Revolution.

Candidates cofegonzed as com
servative ar ulirs-oonservative on
e = b D Bista won the meagor| oy
of the &5 remaining s=ais up for
erabs o e vode el i 1S ol Ikan's
M prowinees, reports said.

Foe the first time i Isin, volings on
Friday was a cotnpletely clectronle
process at eighl of the 2T constitu-
CTches I Toehran aixl the cithes of
Vatrnz in the narthwest and Shiraz
ir i smath, sezie TV =i,

Imn%s conservitives

*Usiszlly, the participalson i the
a0l Ol 18 kess than the ired
mund”® Interios Mimister Ahmasd

Vihudi =adid o Teliran, wiihow
epecifving what the turmoat was in

L Islesl roimc.

“Comtrary b seame |.lT|'|i||'I||'||I:-_
all the candidates had a relatively
scoeptable and pood number of
yvotes ™ he added,

Elected memibsems are to choose
g spmaboer for the Pl-seal parlia-
ment when they begin thelr work
dnn Bday X7

[ March, 5 millke IFsndans
tonk part in the election out of 46
imillion oligidde vwlers

The main coalition of reform
parties, the eform Fronl, sl
bl ahead of the Hest round that
it woakl not pariccipale in “mean-
Ingless, mon-compeetEiye aned bneel-
feclive eleclions.

The vote was the first stnee na-
bonwide protests broke oul fol-
lowiing the September 2T dexih
in rodody of Mahsa Amim, @
23-yvear-old Iramian Kumd, arrested
for albegedby breaching Trmn's stnc
e code [or wommen

/ JieBriet

Saud| authoritsss Wi [wve Bseen
probing Rivach fond podsoning
s sl the haecteria thatl cacsed
the fllness has been fond ina
mayoirnadse saimple. PE

‘BYRIAN SMUGGLERS

M Syrian hkman wallicker who
was shat whike trying to siab
[ebanese saldiers TN amn armes
attempl succunmmbesd o his injuries,
whilke somse of his companiens
wrre detnine«l P8

KSA LOOKING UFP

Whith an averapre proavih rate of 4
pHerCent over [l past seve years
and an Epwvand trajeciory, Sad
Arabda Jeas chetnonsirated el
amiid ghohal challenpres. PT

CARE

Saudi eye surgeons help 1,000 Sri Lankans regain sight

KSrelief’s program to combat blindness st

N
I' ?

Mobemmed Rasnnldenn

A Saicli eve surpeon leamniis belping
L0 peaple 10 51 Lanka regain
sirhit with interventioms faciliatesd
v thie King Salman Humanstarian
Akl and Keliel Center,

Esrelicfs Sagdi Noor Violum
leser Prorram o Combal Iiminess
sarted dis the oty o Kattankucly on
S Lanka's easiern coast on May 5
gl will run thinowEl nexl wessl.

“This s 8 special program to
cambal blindmess amonges siticols
Wil & sudbering froam A catsract;”
85 M Thassim, directar reneral of
Fosre el s bocal purtiseT, the Assac)-
atson of Muslim Youth of Sailan,

A
o PSS

lold Armb News. “*From the tolal
o LD patsemds, 5000 comphebed
sargery and 50 more [srpenes)
will b peerformned By May 6"
Cataracts are the most commion

L
.

Daotors from
tha King Salman

Mumanitarian
&ld nand Feldaf

Center gerlor
Sy BUrgery at
ke Bades Haiplial
In Kattankudy,
SiriLmnka, an

Sabirday, -

A
3

caise of Idindness in Sri Lanka.
Surgery to remove them s
COTEIEH AT brxd ECTYeTTImenk
progrvams often requlne vears f
waiting. Af private climics, the

arted in hattankudy on island

cheapest lens replacesneinl prewce-
chare cosis absout 3008 — Eoso cxpen
sive [or many palients m pooner
parts of the coumiry, “Csarsct are
becoming a prohlem among the
lvner-muiddle class ahove the agre
al 0" Thassim skl

The ||r-:|-|'|-|'|l.|||_':-. are e ol ooel
and comlocted at the Kaltunkudy
Fase Hospial v Sn Lankan
mestlies and six Sl angd Pakistani
sikryenrs [roen BSre s ™s [

i The Sl viodungeees is T,
Ehahb Al-Sarbry, an eve suarpeeon [rom
Ring Sand University Modscal Cley
m Hmvath, "The amome of surnrery
elome 1% an amasng umder m such
il &leor perael” hee told Aral News,

s eastern coast on May 5

praising loeal hospital sLadl for theis
“racedlent™ lnpstlcs and spppsor
*"The resulis ame very cncomr-
REINE, =0 MW CYeryolw' Orings
thevir Mwiencds anid relabives”
Al-Birhy sabd. "The icampalgins)
repabation is excetlent ”

2 Rivals* Yol. XLIX
Psan, Lias= 16 pa s

18>

g ri31aia3a054"
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headquarters of various Thai companies
anel learmsd aboud thaedr experiences o

bemefit from them In medical, inchstrial,

restl esstate aned ol lser seciors,

Majld Al-Grasab

Sl cinenacs rard by

hSA

foday

This vwoarkshop will inspire you
By ermbrace the wiartta wesitbne
of Hivadh and paant something
thal reprrese s vour concepl of
sUITTSCT, You can book throogh
experirnoes suplafcoom

Dhahran
Preparing meals

Jaln Lamas ALTEYYar as sl con-
thuris a workshop showing how

By Pl e il pirepary meals in
achvamsce, nchsding how to store

Ehee [0 B Keep it resh. Book
throngh cxpenienoes, saplift.oom.

AlUIn

Safari trip

Vil the Sharaan Nature Heserve

alrd whiness e rcatiaklng
landscape of the region If you are

bk, your ney «ven plimpse the
rarc Arabiam thex, Book through
experiencealilacom.

Jeddah

Al-Ealad tour

An educatiomal tour of Jeddah's
Al-alad dEstmict takkes visglors

ol JoRnneey throdaen hisbory,
from the omipms of Bagt Massif fo
Ui AR Sham neiphborbos] asid
otbeet histomic sibes, Bool through
expirrienoes sl oom.

dar

1 hieRegister

THE FICTUBER THAT

WADH THE DAY

aud Arabias Mindsier of
Envirmmmeenl, YWatler, anl

dEriculture Ahdulrahonan
Al-Fadhli and Ghana's Minester

flff Fostee] il Aerciiliiare Bevan
Acheampong have agrecd io strengihen
relations aod Incrense invesbmenl
OpEorTuIdEes i agricud oy, Foad

What §Trending

'PERFECT CASTING

Neuti Galwa

Beboved British sci-f series

sircurity, fisheres, and Hvestook

The agreement came dumng Al-Fadhlis
sl oo Crleana, Ssaudh Press Aseancy -
ported on Saturday.

The twor iinstens ateed (o work Lo
gether to case the process of investing in
their respesclive countries, and o expand
thie scope of eceenomde parthers b,

DOUBLING DOWN ON JOY
Chris Pine

Althensrh Chris Pine's

direciorial debut “Poolman”
¢ was Tl receives] wedl by
rritics, the: actiwr msisis that he

alill koves the [ihm.

“Padman,” wihich Flne Go=wnoie
and also stars in, revolves aremimal a

o Cleamner named Deirpei Barmeninan
whn is approached by a femme fatake
15 hisdps wiscover corruplisn in a shads

b sameess cheal,
In his review for The Nemdsst,

&=

Al-Fadhils tour of Africa Inchedes
visils (0 Senepal, Cole o Ivoire, Miperea,

atdl Gharn, ansd B part of efForts. be e -
ment the olcames al the rescend Sauddi-

African Sidnmiil.

The tour pims o strengthen tes and
codlaboration between Sxouxli Arabia amd
AICHCAN AL DS

Toacleays fend ewpries eapdeninieed By Asewra e

eatirely on fryving bo follow "

Fine was a guzest on * Happy Sad
Confusexl” a pocheast hosted by Jish
Homeadtz, recently, anid said he did nol
belimve thal hie laad masde "3 complede
dud of a movie.”

Sprakmg about the crtics”’ reachons,
P kel =S8R s el oy Bseluind
ko Then e met wcith a fusillade of niod -so-
jionvocs sEull . Be copmitive dissomaace
thesre was quite something 1t's ulimmaiely
been ihe besl thing that’s ever happemed

“Dorctor Wihse,” which follows a

2 (i -year-odd alien Time Lord
gl his coimpanions, bBas eelursed
[or s H0th season, with its BSeh incarmation of
Thee Daoctor, played by Rwanila-homm Scotitsh
acior Mouti Gaatwa

The Doctor travels through tme
and space in a ship calbed the TAKDES,
whiich louwsks Ble 4 British palkese o —
common sights across the UR in the 15060,
whien the showy first airesd

The Doctor is pegalarly “regenerated” and,
each time that appens, their personality and
eRErmal appesacancy chanpe, pving the wias
[or divers: adaplatians of Use clharscier

This year, Gatwa bocomes the first actor of
oolor bo play the rode, and Milke Gibson will
phay hids bidest compandon, Baby Sunday

Excitement has been building among the
s s Bee Caishese [or U new seasol,
which began May 10 and sees Bussef] T
Dravies retuwmimge &8 showrinmer, wriler,
and cxecutive prociacer, Davies was the
showrmnner when *Doctor YWho™ was revivesd
i 2005 after decades off-alr amd B widely
aeeql as Pesiansihle for e huge suooess af the
show in the ensuing five vears

TY critic Jack Seale. for ooe, isa fan of

the new Doctor. He wrote in The Creardian:
“Liatwa establishes himself as a cracking

[aocior immeddiviely. W hat an ofsoansly
periect phece of casting he s commandangty
he -t b D coborful costumes, il natwrally
able o express the dazzling extremes the
[soctor has to embocky ™

TheRegion

Fhe Widkelle Faorsd Rowrmalgs

Michacl Walsh wrobe: *1 know £ won't
et him dowyn (o kearmn | fourd  Poalman®
in e an meaherent, horderline
iwnwatchabile miess”

Hit aclibed that hee rarely lonew whist
wils happenmg m Ehe movie, or why,
“HTeL el 10 oo Wy, WheTe the chisos
and canfusion is part of the
[uirn. I emesam §eliclin®t By
what was happriing
i a bael way, where
[ weds 20 kost 10 the
incomprehensible
phat 1 gave ap

Lk [EH.

“Tt%s Forced e 1o dhis lade dbanwin e o
amel realbly double down om what | love
mosl bt ey Jab — whiich vou King
of Torget: 10's lundamentally abour pday.,
You become children for hoers o cday and
ke believe, There's an LEn s grueadicy

that § dom® want o kos="
“Poolman”™ stars Floe
opposite Anmctie Bening,
D Wamncla Wise, Stephen
Tobasbowsky, Jennifer
Jasnn Lelgh, amd Dranny
[eY'ibm

Todavs

Number

1

St Araha’s Nabional Center For
Vepretatbon Cover Developirsenl
nnd Combating Desertifbcation

Has siFmed 1 memormndom of
ubiderstanding with Riyad Bank
for a point initsatmve to grow 4
mallliom frees b the Ul AlL-Shsgodg
s e ane elber locuatiomns
in Thadiq govemorate of the
Brvadh rerson, Lhe cenler’s offacial
FOCMINTD Teporied an X

Review

La Petite Maison

LAMA ALMANKWI

La Pebte Mosson's naw business

lune:h rresng Nenluies srpgle
it classhc dishes bursting with

intricate French Medfsmanean
Taneois

‘When Rivadh's LPM ocpenad
N betame the Iill'ﬂ-tl.l"liil:-l-l.li-liﬂ'lil
sirth looaton, indicative of s
populasity.

The naw unch menu |s ovallabls

from Sunday (o Thursdsy from
12:30 p.m. untll 3:30 p.m. and has

teis versions: The amal mesimi,
which costs SR1B0 {S42) par

peErson and inchides a starter and
o Course, and the |ROgar manis,

which costs SR220 and includes

A tdagaart as wall
Similar 1o other set manus, the

lunch baging with a satad and
thén meovas on to startars

Tha sedaction of starters on
the set menu Includs tartare

o mapadan (awandlish tartare
with sesmme oftrus dressing);

carpaceio de bosul (cured sirloin
with pechkie drassingl belgnats

)
ad

da brocolls [tender stem broccaoll
tempural and the rules ds
lagameas grileas |grilled vagetable
ralis with buffalo maorzarelial.

I highly recormmend the
tartare d'espadon, The fish

frashly dced Inta cubes with &
light and natural flavor, and the

creasing = rafreshing and doas
not ovarpeower ths raw figh. Ths
Beignets de brocols = anather
grant aption,

Four options an ths main courss

iciiuda raviall aue apinards au
plstou {a homemade spinach
raviodi with pistou); cole de vemu
grilima {grillad veal chog); poulat
rrsarins aux herbes sl splnards
sautes {herb-marinated chicken

with amitesd spinach]; and the
cabillaud a o provencale (roasted

sod with provencal sasuce],
Our T recommiancded dishas

far the man courses would be the

orruermsacle sginach redtol and
tha herb-rmarinated chioken.

o

4

Arals Mews o000
® Sharjah Chiklren's

Keading Festival i belng

hehd vintil May 12 3t Expo
Centre Sharjale. Tlwe feslival o=
a cedehration that poes hevonil
one apr proup lo entsch the
whinde family, while instlling a
love af readinge in thie yooneess
of chilclresi. For mone decslls,
rheck sharjahevenis.ae,

® High-enad local and

ghobally admired jewelry

boramils will display their new
ieslEmas at the Jowellesy arad
Hride Ambia exhibdtion in
Dbk, Ths evenit will conmee
local amd indernational buyers to
bramls will sales and dEscoumnds
o Jewelry, The exhitiison 1s

al [ahai World Trade Centre

wrutal May 13 ChecE dwic.com
foir more details,

= “Physics and Hmney,” a
Lehanese play, fodlows an
exiracsrdinary love stary that

Eoees Beeaodnd e pealiny we think
wwe are hving in, challenging our
e rsland e of e sl place,
The play will make andienoes
Eupeh and ¢y feel nostalmic, and
will talk to thelr hearts and minds.
Held at Al-Maddkina Theater, Beirual,
L Ao runs fom Thursday (o
Sumnclay until May 19

Fajr HBunrise D

May 12

Aakhah 421 =44
Mazlinakh . 14l >33
Riyadh 345 1
Abha 417 §.38
Damrmam 3dT 4:54

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

Ast  Maghrob tata
218 334 Bi5] 3: 21
12:18 J. A4 8:57 aar
G0 310 Efptas Figat=
1207 31T 6:3B B0

1:36 306 FH T4



Chur chidldren are at risk onliase
i the maximum measures are nof
mplenwented sminst these criminals,
Mickel Coualhy

Lt
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THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXFPLAINED

ESEARCH

) ight@swms

Alleged abuse of children sparks outrag

Madls Al-Fasiar Dbl

Les thiam a vear since the

rape and murder of skx-
vesar-okd Lasen Talll I a

case that shocked Lebanon,
Lhe coumntry has again been
roeched by a scandal Involving

the sexaal abuse of children,
kil thils Claree the soacial

media plaiform TikTok is
caught up in the farore,

Lebamese autharibies are inyvesd-
ErEnE a group of 28 to 30 isdsvid-
uals whao allegedly sed the app 1o
s Chiklren il performing
sexiial acts The cosuing rapes
were meporiedly lmed for sbe

ol e

Mine suspecls have =0 far been
arrested], Including TIEToek Infla-
encer Georer Moabsivyedl, who
s & hadr salon called Hair #ome
n Beiruls Sabiéeh nesipghborbood,
alongslde thee minoes who allcg
edly sl their accounts 1o fune

ohers.

According 1o lncal news mesdia,
Lhe Fanpe inciwdes msen ancd women
and includes several Syrian and
Turkish matsonals.

The allegations have provoked
oifdrare across Lebanon and have
el e calls for TikTok io be bannied
im the counlry.

The Lebanese Internal Secaniy
Forces released a slatemsenl savme
iy armesds ook place aller several
children reporied being sexinally
assanlied on camwera by msembers
of a predatory gang and being
foroed 1o pariake In dmyg use at
notels vl seasile Chakets,

Lipe  teenazer, who canmaf be
named] for legal reasons, told Amb
Mews that lee was grooamesdl b e
gang, but was able 1o svoll being
sevx 1Al by assauliedd

“& Tvw months &lter 1 opened

y TikTok account, | was seni
a messape [ ah  sooodnt
whirh, at cimes, would call itself
The Arency” the leenaevr saicd.
“They explained that they recrudt
children mv ape — 15 1o 1G-vear-
olids — o publish funmy videos ihai
pel moree Leed, and I would receive

Murss AURESCte have o far haan
saruwtod in Lebamson, Including
Tl Tok Infraencer Soad g

W oubayyved, who oW [ halr salan
SEled Halr Ioed Ih Babiut' s Sabtieh

Pl gh Deoerhgenegd . 5 0002

any marey L vicleos madee. Tleere
wad no (hntl of anvithing preda
tory af first

“That soon changed, however,
| siaried rmeceEiving exis  [Fom
ramnbom account= of a Briations
mdare. [ was apgioached by an
anomymous ciklerly man whose
lexts wodd ranee from noemal o
Borderhne Wirtatkus

“He offered o buy me a new
phicne and give me S50 i casd
if T were 1o meet hiim, Rather tham
coming o my nelghborhood aned
mereting at a public place like a
Feslanrand o colfeetiouse, L man
imsksted an sending mee a taxi io A
private location. 1 refused. 1 laber
ifouml ol e was riends wiih
ot of the men fom The Aseney
EANE"

Ammb News coubd not idepen-
deaqitly cortalsarate the teenamirs
allegations.

Fuzlicsial  authorites and local
news  mexlia have dentified
soveTal Individesls sy bEelleyve
are bnked 1o the mane, inchedime a
lawver regislered with the Narth

MEDIA

A TiKTok gang bust in Lebanon

yand c:

Har Association in Trpoli calbed

FEhaled Merbwely Alddo Revsso,
the* ownser of Matmy clthing
siore; denfist Hussein Allag; Paul
Meouchi: Peter MNallal: anc Hassan
Simgrr,

While the investipsison is sl
In its I:'!:'='|I-II'III"I-II'_|-' stages, Altormey
(rrperal heder Tandos Sarhhbini
thet pudede prosector at the Codrd
o Appeal in Mount Lebanon whiois
presiding over the case, has issped
multigle arresl warranls amd bhas
requested  Interpaol’s  assistance
as somw of the suspecis resde
abroad — Meouchi 1= & resident ol
Sweden, while Naffah has report-
edly fed Lebsinonm.

Thee teenager who spokie io Arab
Meas said thal be was asked Lo peo
v & shop called Fashbon Zone o
pick up the money e was owed
roan the “funm™
[l

“T'hez bsmatlgise was skiuaicd near
Georre Moulayyeds Hair Lone
sabony. You'd bave to colect the
money in cash, There was nooiher
WAy o feceive i direcily. Tleals
b | cames {0 know Moubayved,

*Upmn mestane mwe, he supresied
that he shownld cat my hair on
camera, saying he'd do i for free
el thar If would gave me meie
PRpusue, on aooouant of bim

vibeos Iw Basd

biavame over S0 G000 followvers on
TikTok. He seemed adamant and
pueshy about the whole thing, then
posal my s b io selbednle dale
for the appaintment

“dnother Ume [ went, I wias
mmiradueed 10 Pagl Meouchs, Fagl
widald always by 1o take me out,
ofien cling that he doesn't Hve in
towvn, ithat he resides in Sweden
and that | should really malke the
mmoast of B whiale le's aronenel. [ came
b semse they ol had that pushy
athtmde abowl them. They do not
ke no for an answer, al'ways
Iaskime! i mesl for dinner and
drinks.

“A1 one poind, | reccived private
IME=51mrs Froan AMMIVITHMIS
accoimis ciEiming they fiad pormo
eraphac videos and photos of me
arnd theey said ey woldld redease
L i I clic] med (el Usem &0 &
certain location,”

Aocording o Singer's tesimony,
thwe gang would use the childrens
ol vilens 1o backmail them into
EeeplanE quibed amd contbnuain o
b abused by gang members

Sieer  allesrs e was
approached by other minors
m s meichhborhood  wwho
conficded B hdm, and that be
Wik posing a8 a pedophile In
omiber 1o gather evidenee and
iy to Bbrone the offeoders 1o
JLIETE L

Despile poriraying  himseld
A 4 corpeerned citlzen, several
vilbeos  have =urfaosd  on
woicial miewlia that reportedly
show Singer in quesiionakle
sl iines with minars.

“I was also contacted by
Hassan Sinpger,” (e ieenagel
bdel Arab News “Hassan

prslenchd o be a [l
He wandld aften ask ms o
for funch He sasd 1 shoukd
B warned of Bed fen wie
wikh 10 da harminl things to

Litthe Dsodys amel cthat [ sboudd
steer clear aof theme He alsio | i
sl be supgports chiledren
my age |'J:- EIVing them I
oy, which T howmd 1o b
n little okl

In a satement,

Jurclpme

I"NUMBERS

A1

Internat users in Labanan
at the start of 2024,

3.9m

TikTok users in Lebanon,
rostly in 8-24 age grougp

1.9bn

Monthly active TakTak
users globally as of today.

lls to ban the social media platform in crisis-plagued country

Sarhhbing said the acoused leacd
ol “a crminal pefwork oo
humian tafficking and momey

launderning” apd el “sediciied
minors, via social medin nebwmorics,

mainly TikTok., s s iaal
PUTpHIses”

e alse sxid members of the
petwark had forced the miness
to take drugs before mping them,
bl taben nude photos of them for
the purpase ol sale amd distriba-
fiom, and had engnged in “violent
andl life-thresternine practices.”

According o Lelsanese polioe,
the vilens and ploios were
intended 10 be sold on e dark
vy — omdine content that can ondy
b acressed by speciBe soliware
arel vsnally requilres authorization
o s kined. Whide it is oot illesal
I sooess the darh welb, somme of
ils websiles enpsee o crindnal
activity, which, according to the
[lermational Monetary Funel,
Inchinckes “arms trafficking, drag
dealing and the sharing of explodt-
mirve content.”

ot what aboui the
clearnel — Lhse pribliocly
omline
romtend the majority of
people  use  regularly,
and  which Includes
the major social media
pHatforms? Does his
latest scandal imvolving
the abuse of =uch
phiiforms make & oase
for hanning the likes of

TikTok:*

AcCrREf e

Popalar  among the
“Gen  £°  demopraphac,
TIEToHE wihech 85

| Wi by e Chinese
company  Bytelance —

I las LA Billlon meoothly
A inve AleES |1||:-E'|;|||!.' as of
2084, accaordinge 1o market
researchers ab  Demand:
i Sape. It mnk=s ffth among
e sl pepualar  sossial
I medla  platferms. and s
almosl eqpually popdar widh
men C5d pereent of uscrs)
| amd womnen (48 perceni),
_ with thee majority of 1k= 1sers
i apex| LB L 34
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Tha praduntian careenmony of tha first batch fook place af the King Balman Infameticnal Convenfion Ceetar in Madinah, G0

EMPOWERMENT

107 Saudis ready to
serve in hospitality

sector in kingdom

Red Sea Global and University of Prince
Mugrin celebrate first batch of graduates

Arah Wewmn S0

Red Sea Glohal, the
dh=vslopeer of “regeneralivie
toursm destinations™ The

Red Sea and AMAALA,
celebrated the graduation

of the first batch of
international hospltality

e rnenl students froan

Its scholarship program
in partnership with the

University of Prince Mogrin
in Madinah.

The cevemony ook place al el
King Salman fntermational Conven-
tion Center under the patmmsage

ol Primce Mugrin Mn Abculaziz,
homorary president of the unibeer-

sity: Prance Salman bin Solfan,
poveriiar of Madinale and Prince
Faisal bin Mugrin bin Abdulazz,
chairman of the board of directors

of Al-Bavan Charttable Socledy for
Echscatiom, with studends amedl thesr
Caimibies in sitetdance,

& totel of W17 sindents eamed
bachelor's deprees in inlemational
hcepltnlity managemsent, accred:
ted by Swiss EHL Hospitalsty

Bussineeas Schood, All were on full
scholarships funded by BS4G, the
Saimbi Press Apeiwry repodrted of
Haturday

Almsl Darwish, qroup chiedf
adlminisirative offbcer al RSG, sakl
*We are delishted to celehmte the
eraclusnn of the frst groonp of
shident=s from the Hexl Sea Gilshal
schodarship program. This grougs
comsists of B0 male and 37 femnale

HIGHLIGHT

A total of 107 students
earned baohealor's degrees

= international hospitudity
management, accredited

by Bwiss EML Hospitadity
Business School,

stuemts who have spocialkzed in
nilermational hospatality manape-
meelnt, with acereditgtion from the
prestigaons Swiss EHE  Business
Hospdtakilty School They will all
cafutribwie  toward extemmling a
warm welcome W the wordd in

Sabcll Arahia”
larwish added: ®The University

of Prince Mugrin = making
tremendons  efforts to  provide
world-cliss  educetional  ogpor-

tumdtics  Im varons  disciplines
Hmuaigh innpvative acaclemac amd
research prograns in Hoe with the
hiphest intermadional  stancdareds
[ k2 efectively contribating (o
the economic development of the
Fingdom by preparing s grade:
ales io [aoe the dvnamic changees
i various fhelds of work”

Hander hin Mohammed Hagjar,

presiclent of the Unlversity ol

Frince Mugrin, saikk *Today, oar
parfnershiip = reapliag e resalts

of that planning with the gradus
Lo afl 17 students, who will now
go directly to working with RSG
and its pariners aller ohiaining

knowledpe, skills ammd  profes-
il oerdifcales im0 the Oehd

of International hospitality  amnd
lrIrism miamnipemendt.

*“Thedr traiming  mcduded 12040
heotars of work expenience i magor
otels m s Midddle East T
urversity looks forward (o taking
its partner=hip with BSG 1o broadier
leortzans i the future o order o
a-harve oar comamon goals.”®

HEALTHCARE

RFSH&RC chief hails hospital’s
Iransformation in speech at Harvard

Arab Naws K ain

King Faisal Specialist Hospetal
and Besearch Cenler & provicling
leaclings healtheare in the resion
after undergoing a decades-long
transformaton plan, its CEG has
sl D Majed Ibrakhiim Al-Favyadh
was speaking at Harvard
Uliiversily™s Crudl Crealives
Conlerence in the 175,

e hiphbhichted the mole of e
hicspdtal in providing catting-edge
care in Rivaidh, reducing the need
Fowr paatients in the reEion W make
long jowmeys for treatmenid

The hospital uwses advanced
methols to treaf heart  disesse,
capncer amkl genetc discases for
patients im the Kingdom and
widher Midkfle Ea=, the Ssuxli Press
Agrncy reporied on Satarday,

The oonlerence al  Harvand,
organized by The Diwan, a
sludenil-run O abion al

fh  wmiyersiny  in  Cambricdee,
Massachusetts, s bheing  held

from May 10-1X ARF@yyadh
highhighted the ransbiormsiieEn
of KFSHERC, which aligns with its
slralteEic vislon 1o lead ealthearne
L[} i kL] rlabally thiraah
cxcollenoe  and  investmend  n

HIGHLIGHT

At the oonfarenoe, the KFSHE&ERS
chieT alvo took part in o panel
dicussion on the future of the

haakth sector and the hospital's
transformation in patient care.

Al-Fayyndh highlighted the
wrpsact of haspital innevatian in
the Kingdom in supporting the
objsctives of the Healdth Sector
Transformation Program and

Sanidi Arnbea's Vesion 2030,

advamoed technolegy,

“The 5audi leadership has a
clear vision for EFSHE&RT, which
was cowned by vzl omder o
iramssform it o an independent
imstitution of & provate, nompprodis

nature,” he said.

The ransBEdmmaticn Includes
enhamcing existing services  and
explorins mew medical bends o
improve health and well-beinge,
e @dced. AlFayvadh highlighted
the hospatals efforls o pioneer
cilciency 0 leslihcare spending
amdl  adherne o evidence-hased
practices  for opliomal et
puicomes. By adopting Initiatives
thai booaden access fo  queality
treatment worldwide, the hosplial
rontimues (o play a beading mode in
Brealibicare innovation, e saicd.

The facility haes  recorded
dgnificant breakthroughs in the
research of T-cell therapy, robotne

SIFEETY, OTEAT.  iTansplantathon
aml  persomalized medicine, [

el Lo imeprsre s Inlernaional
competitveness by investing
in aclvances]l medical hoalitdes,

deveboping diagnostic atwd
thempeatic techmagees anid
enhancing haman  resources

services, Al-Favyadh added,

TheSpace

@@ Saudi budget backs public
services, economic growth

TALAT ZAK| HAFIZ i

ha recant budget report reloased by the
Saudl Ministry of Finance for Q12024

has revealed the Sawdi government’s
FigssteficE Of SuUppRting the national
eocnamy and improving public sarvioes.

Thea figisas hawe also revasled the govarirment's
dedication to anhancing non=all resenues in ne

with Saudi Vision 20340.

Mon-all revemies amounted to SR111.5 hilion
1%28_F biion), marking a 8 parcent increase
Gompanid (O the samea perad in 2023, whan thay
amountad to SR1G2.2 hillon.

Ol revenues n O 20024 amounted to SR1G1L.8 Alsa, the govarnment is Focusing s afTorts
Billicn, reflacting a 2 percent increase compared on achissing financial sustainabikty = both the
to the first quarter of 2023, when i medium and long terms, ensuring
thay reached SR178.6 billion -.'. that the sgonomy is resliant

Total expenses in Q1 2024 Tl £ enaigh to face any global
amaounted to BR3I06.8 billion, e BT . eoansmic riskhs and challenges.

the beginning of the year of BR1,0680 billion,

reprasanting an increase of 6 percent
it ks noteworthy that SREES billlon constitutes

national debt, whis SR450.8 bilien @ extermal debt
Also, it i worth noting that the publio debt is

well covered by a pood percantags of government
reserves, enabling the governmant to confront

any financial and scomnomic shooks.
| believe that desplte the financial Seficit in
Q1 2024, the Saudi govarnment oontinues to

pursang [ts ecarcemic and financeal reforms
it linem wilth Yislon 2030

reflscting an 8 parcent Increase n“"“““—ﬂ Its efMoris on The Saudl govarnmant is
compared o the same perod achieving linancial inststing on supporting putslic
in 20:23, when they totaled kaalth and social devalocoment

sustainability in both
the medinm and long
terms, cosuring that
the economy is resilient
enough to face am

whnhal economic risks
andl challenges.

SRAEI D hifion Ths ficreass B
attributed to the government's

afTorts to supsort publs social
services far benaficarss.

Addtinnally, the governmert
gontinues enhancing publio

aEfvicas provided 10 Sawsxs
natiocnals and expats iving

in the Kangdom
The budget continues to support several

projects, strategic initiatives, snd programs that
malatar acanoemid and financEl reatructuaring,
l=ading to eoonomioc prosperity and diversiflooton

af thae Kirgdom's groas damastes product.
Oue ta the government's inslstence on

snhancing public services and supporting
strategio projects, the budget recorded a

programs, Includemg monesipal
sarvioes, Bopuse these sactors
improws pulbhc qualily of Tife.

The Kingdom's fiscal poficy wil
continue to function 1o achiave
a balance batweaan the goals of
BEanemic Erewth, rraintn reng
financdal sustainability and

developing mon-ail revenues,
Additionally, it alms to relse the efficiency of

spanding and increase the participation aof the

private sactor n the ecanomy,
Finally, improverments in tax managemesnt

wrel collectmn frocedunss bave lod to a greate
increase in non=oll revenues in Q1 2024 compared

to the increasse in ol revenues, in percantage
tedmis. This proves that the gowvermment hos
daficit of SR12.4 hilian n ()1 2024, comparad ralsed non-oll revenues at the espense of ol
to 5R2.8 billon in Q1 20232 revanuas, in ne with Vislon 2030.

Public dabt amcunted 1o 3R 11158 billlen in ——— i
Q1 2024, compared to an opening balance at

Taayr Tokd bndlr e on sccrermeei s francsl iy 1D pTalartbinity

SAUDI FUNDRAISING CAMPANGNS ON KSRELIEFS SAHEM PLATFORM
AT

1he Days
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THE BEET OF THE REET

Haji 2024 Revelation realm Border control
Samdi envoy inspecis  Hira Caltural Saudi authorities
Makkah Route District: Adiverse | arrest 19,710
facility in Pakistan  legacy ol Makhkah illegals in one week
Salsll Arati’s Ambxisasdor to Makksh's Hira Cultural sauidl authorities arrested

Fakistan Mawafl hin Saesed al-
Adalkd comechacted an inspoection
of the Maxkah Route Initiative
facelity af Islammsahal Eternational
Arrport on Friday, accompanied
Iw Fakisbtan's Depaity Minister of
Helipeies Afairs aned Ingerfadih
Harmony Ll Elaider.

Al Malkl underscored the
cormmitment of the Sauscls

EoverTime fl 1o allocate
bt huean and Hnancsal

FeslTees Mo s rve all visilors
e Ll Bingbom amd said 1hat

the indeiagive repreae ks A
exiensicn ol thal commelmsenl.

Al-Malki obseryesd opeerations
at the initiative’s facilsty and
reviewed the procedieres
carricd out by Pakistand aned
saudi authorities to facilitale
ared streambne the Hall jourmey
fowr the program’s beneficiaries.

The Makkeh Rowte Endtlative
alkows For the compdetion of
immdgration procedures at thse
pilgrims” coundry of departine,
making bt possible 1o bpxass
long immigration and custems
Checles o peacling Saudi
Arabiz, Ak Fysdi

District, with its pavilions
and culiural history, is
serving as o tpairist holspot
and a hub for knowledge,

The district s Hevedation
Exhiabition oaptfioes the slory ol
the revelatiom bestowed npon
prropdied s vige b Uhae Tasd Progiet.
Within a special pavilion,
the story of the Proplel
Afuhammsd’™ revelathon and
his bdography are presended,
alome witls aspects relaled
Lo Ll sboay of U revelalion
through Gabriel and the roles of
Khadgja. It s delivered through
a techmical presentation

The project alsa includes the
Hedy Qurian Musewim. Thioweh
modern technoogy and umigue
collections, the mussum
highlights the greatness amd
universality of the Qur'an,
einphasEsing s peeservation.

The disirict bnasis
restaurants, cafes, and the
saudi Coffee Museom, whame
vigibors can ooy Saudi coffee
while discovernng its tools,
ErEreslie s, amsd prepacation
s, AN Blyadb

b3 1O people in one week for
breaching residency, work and
border security regulations

A& oAl of 13,961 pedple
were arrested for viedations af
resiclency ws, whike 4 177 were
hield over illegal border crossing
atlempis, amld a furthser 2,572 for
|akyor-refated issucs,

Uhe report showed that
AfanE che 875 I.H'.'E.II;'I|I.' arPesed
for trying to enter the Kingrdom
Hle=ally, 34 percenl Wwere
FLhiopian, 43 pereent Yemend,
and 3 peroent were of other
nationalities. & further &
papde were cawghit irving
b cross indo neighboring
covttiiries, and 12 weere held for
invedvement in transporting
and harboringe viedalors

The Saud] Mindstry of Dnberhor
sl that anyone found tn be

Caciliteling illewal #niry 1o the
Kingdom, including provubing
transpariacion and shelier,
could face isnprisonment [or a

mAXamum of L3 vears, & e of g
bes SHE mmillicom (8200 (000, a5 well

as condiscation ol velviches sl
property, AN Riysdh

. Fodow Arab Moss Deiofe 80 through tho day @&rnhMews
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G doerdah Booadn

The Ministry of Municipal,
Rural Alfales and Douskng

announced on Saturday
that a Samdl Food and Drug
Authority laboratory test
had fownd clostridinm
bastulinam in a Bon Twam
mavornnalse hrand osed by
the Hambuorgind food chain.

Sl thne e lerium 'was (EBcosened
in a Bon Tum Bciory, the minkstry
hax collaborales] with e SFIRG
and oibher suthorties to enforce
adibional measures bevomd those
previonsdy impbemented

These measures imchude suspending
the distribution of the mayoanalse
procduct and  withdraaange 11 oo
merkess amd food facilities aomoss
all rities in the Kingdom. They abo
incieide  |elting operstbons & chee
faciory in prepamation for smple-
i LG Sl bty proaceduines,

Ay remmaining quantitics of the
product al the fclory acres all

batches amld expiration dates have
also b withibraen, and all faciory

clietits, Inchiding  restauarants anxd
[onwd]  eslaldislumenits. have  been

retifbel b dispose of any quantitics
they navio

The minksiry as  also  [(ssoed
imeirgcisons B comtimse  the
mRitorngE, myeslEalion,  anxl
imspecteon campaigns  across all
ciles of the Kinedom by mnimnict-
paliis= andd rebovant  authorities,
ensuring the safety of food products
pravicled Do CansLmeTs.

Authorilss  have emplsisined
the mportance of obtaiming mfor-
o from afficial sowres  amd
mat being swaved by rumors amed
rer s et iom.

O, MNemir HBabalwdl, mdecbous
dmeaces consltant ot the Inierma-
IBonal hedical Cenber im 2edddah aisd
the director of the Saxdl Sockety of
Medical AMsorolsology and 1nlec-
hoiss  Diiseases I Jeddaly, ok
Arab MNewe (hal contractns [Hisss
through clostridinm  botulinum =
very rame d& i thrives in non-oaoeEen-
ated laerobic) environments and
s bypacally found in improperly
preserved Toods,

The bacteriom provdoces a toxin
that atiscks il body's nervous
sysicm,  resulting in omuascle
wealmness, blurmed viston, il
oty spealdng and swallowing
#nd everndually paraivais, Typcally,
the likedibbood of exposume to this

Lercberivim 15 i wilh modkern fooxld
saifiety practices m place,
Eabkabri siik " When this bacteriem

HERITAGE

Pearls of
Farasan

offer adeep
diveinto
the past

Aralh News Hooxdn

Farasan Islamls’ Hareed Festival,
which comcluded recently, marked
the start of annual pear] fAshing
ITipE. an anchent akill and a HIETAT S
soiirree of the islanders” prosperty.

Ships omete cartsed M) o 4
islanders in search of pears, a
lucratlive saowmee of meome
PTCYHEIS CCTHNEES,

Shetkh ol the Farasam Dslameds,
Mlalasnened hin Hadd  Al-Raghl
fdescribed the siages of preparation

=
—

[ T

The bast measore (o e
taken is eating fresh
el coviolaastl Fosowel ais thie

heat of cooking will
Kill the bacteria, s

the toxdn will become
InefTective.

Or. Nazar Dahinbr

Infactious dleeapad cormudiant
e naiicaal Mecksn! Coanter

FOOD SAFETY

Botulism outbreak traced to
mayonnaise at Riyadh restaurant

Saudi food authority discovers clostridium botulinum in Bon Tum brand product; ministry implements strict measures

15 ingested, and the taxin is relessed,
sympbonis Will mandfest within a [ew
hacirs gt aronirsd two days.”

hohammed Al-Awamy, 2 gastro-
eiterologist, lald  Arsh  News
“svmpdomns start in the face and then
dessormd to fmvidve the limbs and
Irimnk. Hespiradory fmlure ensaes
i to imvolvement af the respérs
oy system leadmyg to cardiopalmo-
reary ol lapese”

The symptoms of batulism,
the illness cased] by clsdridinm
bartubinaom, are guite distimet amxd
ran be guickly recogmized amd
breaded with an antstosxdn.

Hahabri explamexd: =If it was an
imjury, we will clean the wound
andl the indecbed Gssue D i is
e 10 mgestbon, we admdndster
anditoaan., [V jintravenous)] fluid, amd
paln i lbers a5 necded ™

Hofitlism is a hfe-theeaiening
o hrical disopder resudling in
parakvsis and death if nod treated
pramply.

Bahabrl sald that & patlent maust
be almitted to hospital for cheser-
vatbon, adding: “If the pabem
dhesvebops symplems o weakiess

im the respiratory or himg muscles,
we will transler them 1o e 1ICU

Falinwing tha labk reasutts that traced
tha gourcs of te Fooant Food

pamcreng adthraak Sacd] artsantias
have mplumented sdditional
prrEaieared Lo Snduie Faod safely.

== o 1 L AT S A Y

HIGHLIGHTS

& The botulsm outbeeak was first
brought to Eght on April 2T when
Riyaeh rrinicipality received a
raperl of food possaning cases
Irdoed to the Hamburginl
rastaurant chain.

& New meensures undartaken by
authorsties include suspending
the dstribution of the Bon Tur

mayonnaise product and withdrawal
frarm markets and food Facilitses

in the Kngdom.

= Any remairing quantities of the
product at the factary acmss A
batches and explration dates hvwe
olso beon wethdrown.

& Authorities have emphasized
the importanoe of obtaining
infarmation from officlal sources
and not being swayed by umors
and misinformation,

P —
-

=

Gtensve care umit} to puit them in
mexchamical yvenlilatiom unll the
antitaxn works.”

Mahabei said that with proper
ireatimend, the chancoe of & pethent
dving was less tham ¥ percent,
ackling: *The hest measure to be
Liken 18 esiting [eesh and cooked
food as the heat of cooking will
kill the bactena, and the toxin will
Bevoans ihelfectnge”

The coourrence of  clostridiuem
bdlialimem  infections i extremely
uncomerm  due @ e precio
fins Baken m [ood prepanlion amxd
handlire. Therefore, | 5 imyporiant
i stay informed about fod sfey

Euidelimes and o b calious wisn
consdmeng canned or prese rvecd foods,

The botulism outbreak wae forst

Biroaight io Behl on Apnl 29 storage? thy Haimbairgini ™
when Rivadh mundcipalitoy - Amother LySET i

et 2 meport of food
prmsriiE crses lifgked 1,
the Hamburging restaw-
ramid chair.

The Mindetry of Healtl

Tha bactoris thod
coawudod o Botullksm
ARk W O eensd

It o Ban Tumn factary.

for peard fishing trips, which began
with the shipowieer inspecting and
proparing his vessel, and providing
salors” homes with supplies and
focsdetialfs thai will suffice chedr
familics fwr the dummbon ol ther

Al e af sea

He also pregpared food for the top,
imcheding red comm o whele wheat,
amel drnnpking water siored in clay
Ve s,

Al-Bajhi, an expert on peard
fishing, amided: “*The beEinning
of the month of May witnessed
the start of these irips that Last for
three ar four months, which are
ihe summer months when ot is easy
1o obitain pearls, so the Tsherben
sef =ail o AbMaaden miameali
arcas, ‘which abound with eysters
romlaining pearls”

Once the deep dives  begin,
diving acinvities were divided over
five daws, witle the st four days’
harvest going to the divers and
the fifth day's harvesl goiog 1o the
shilpowner, bie sakd

Divers nsed a wreight Ged to
o [ool 1o Ielp them descend 1o
depths of 12 meters ad more 1o

FASTFACTS

# A peari merchant, Sulaiman
Balaous, classified paars
aocording to size and weight.

& One variety, ‘Al-Dana' meaning
round, s distinguished by its

largm wiight, bright lustar, and
ansence of lawe.

& Smaller varneties such as
‘B-Mazourl Al-n=ar and ‘Al-
Badla, have irregular shapes,

ruiract pearle The diver commg:
micated with an assistant on the

ck of the ship using & roges,
which was also used o pull him
back to the surface,

[n redurn for this assstance, the
diver allocated a portbon of s
harvest — Enown as “dangeel”
a el in which the ovslers were
cillecterl — 1o the asssstant as
paymenl.

Driving wodildd start following the
fair prayer, with work contimsing
undil moon Afterward, the crew
wiold rest before beginning the

“luby® process, which nwvolved
opening the oysters, allowing each
diveer o inspect their daily harvest.

Heferming o pearl sonting  toods
oyl by pear] metchants at that
Hime, Al-Bajhi said that memchanis
b copper sleves of varioas sizes, o
sart large pears from small variees.

& peadd neerchant, SulEiman
Balzous, classificd pearls accarding
by sie aiwl weicht. Une varmely,
“Al-Dana” meaning  mound, s
distimguished by its large weight,
hirtehit luster, and absence of Raws

Smaller varehiee L2k | 75

“Al-Mazourl,” = =
“Al-Ansar’® amul
“Al-Bawdla,” bave irregular shapss,
while prarls harvested  from  the
Farmsan lslancs are distines from these
im sl pear diving areas in terms of
vl abl claricy, Al-Haghl sabd

The lomg momths of pear] diving
were associate] with bards=hip,

fatipue, and misk, and fishermen
nvenled the folk soaes ol Al-Dana

for entertainmcnt, 18 has cmerged
as ane of the olde=t folk arts m

Farasan, eXpressing Cw sulors”
longping during long absemees

sid 75 people were affecied im
the oudbreak, wikich inclsded one

dieath, and thai no pew cases b
been recorded

D, Mobammed Alabd  Al-Aly,
the EKmgdom's Health Mmstry

sk person, sahl of soclal mexdia
peforen X: “The odal oumbwer
of recorded cases stamds at TS
icluclimyer 59 Sandi naticnals ol six
oty Sagiche”

He al=o confirmeesd &t the e thad
Chie aipaly ssaree af Uhe comtaminatsdl
fond was from the bocal Hamburgin
s -Tosond resslavicait chxin

I respeaness, health eversighd teams
proenpily mifisted an mvestigaloon
Al began mosiioring the siEualT
B 10 pom. on Thursday, all locaticns,
hranches, amd the main calenng
facicey of the reslairanl chain in

Rlvndh were ardered o close,
Pecple reacied on social meexlia

platformes after e EnmcuRcenem
of thee kb resualis,

MoThmalels Saml Arabin wiole

on X “We, at MeDopakls Saud
Arabia, ssure evervooe that we

o et U, mor have W ever used,
Hon Tion mayonnaiss .. Mo case
of poisoming was detectesd inm any
ol onir reslauranis, thank Godd, aixl
nate: af aur branches were Closed
dborang thas emtEre persod

“We wish amdl pray for all tlvose
imjuered bo recover quickdy. May Giod
prabeet oxir oo nbry anl osir Boaog-
able people from all harm”

gidMohammedlezandry wrole on
X “This muponmaise 1= offcially the
ranse of the poisoning cases that
occurred. [ ihink i i PRI W
fior ks s as longe as e groddeimn
i lewtified, and it fmits the
messires ol weak-mimled people,
the writing &nd spreading of circu-
lating mumors, fmghtening people,
annd causing pEnke”

"We amr reassured that poverne
e apenckes are keen on Lhe
public health of individuals” posied
deNmalshrii.

mABEnel  comrmented  on
X “I hopse that the Tactory will be
defameed, closed, and fined”

armusri saicl: “ls the mavoonxse
the maibn cavse of podsening o poar

Hamonoodl wrade: " Fomd
gqualily aisd salety s
e rode of the restau-
rand iself b ensure its
priofducis, even IF they
% ane spaboed  externally.
C (therwise, what is the
pralial of a specialist and

 quality controller  in
their lacalises*"

seanching for pearls.

The lrative pearl rade in
former centuries contribited to
the formation of a wealthy class

whose trade led them o market
pearls i Gull Arsly cowviries,
Ewrnpe, and particularly in India,
which was a major pearl market
Traders saw Eastern arts s
insripisons om buildines, which
influenced  ihelr  culinral  and

Eslands, where they were reflected
in severad wealthy  imdnodaals
lsimes, panticubarly the two hotnises
of Al-Rifai, one of whech belomgs to
Ahmed Al-Munmawar Al-Rifai amed
was cormpledex] in 18033 anwl the
odbver bedongs to Husseln bin Yahya
Al-Rifa.

This alss  Influenced the
oonstracton of the Najpdi Mosguee,
which was compleded in 1928
b Sheikh [hrakbim  Al-Tamimi,
pupalarly kKoown as “AlNajdi®
who worked in the pesrl trade
amd was tmpresesd by Eastern
civilization due o his nmumeroes
Iravels o India
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DEEP CONCERN

UN Security
Council seeks
inquiry into mass

gravesin Gaza

AFP New Tork

The TN Secursty Coumcil ss called
for an immediate and independent
imvesiigation inlo  mass graves
aflegedly comtaining hundreds o
biolaes near hospitals in Gaza

In a statement, members of the
council expressed ithesr “deep
COCE T repurts of the
cliscodery ol mass praves, o and
around the Nasser and Al-Shifa
mexlical facilities In Gaza, where
several hundred bodies, inclwding
woaneen, Chilkdren anel  older
s, were biared ™

The memibeTs stressed the need
Tor “accoumlabiily® for any viols-
thons of international law

They calledl on mvestizators Lo
b glven “unimpeded] acoess to all
docations of mass graves in Gaza
in conduict fmamediaie, depen-
cdent,  thoroarh,. comprehen-
slve, iransparcnt and mpariial
mveslimbicms.”

Hospitalks In the Gaza Sorip have
heen mepeatedhy targeted since the
beEinning of the E=raeld military
apcration in the Palestinian terrn
oy fodlonwing the October 7 atlack

E Y o

on sauthern Istacl by Gaza-based
Hamas militants

The World Heafth Organiza-
thon = im Apnl that Al-Shifa, in
(raza Ciny, hadd been redoced Lo an
“empty shell” with mamy hosdies
founel st thee are.

The Taracli army fnas sald groomnsd
200 Palesttndans were killed
doring §is milidary opeations

e,

FASTFACT

The ‘World Health Onganization
said in April that Al-5hifa, n
apta City had basi reducad
to an 'esmpty shell” with many
adies faund in the aien

Hoclbes  have reportedly been
foand bumed in two grasves in the
B plal’s courtvand.

The UN rights office in late April
hal called for an independend

Investigatn ndo repuoarts ol mass
praves at Al-Shifa and the Masser

Bl eclical Comypdex 1o Bhan Younis,
Gaza officials said at the tdme
Lhai health workers af the Masser

Palastiniars chank tha rubkbils of & raaldsntisl bullding destroyed In an lsreall striks in 8- awsyda 0 the contral Gaza Strip cn Saturday, 00 L

cednpey had vieovsered hnndreds
of bodies of Falestimians they
alliev listl Been Eilled amsd Buarised
b Isracli foroes

[zraels army has  dismissed

b cladm= a8 “baseless  and

uinfoanded”

Thi s Lalenaenl o Friday froos Lse
securidy Conncil did pod say who
wiirilel comducl the mvesdiEations.

Bar it “reafliened the  Imgeor-
mnce of allowang families 10 know

the Cale andd whercabouls of thet
missing relatives, consistent with
mmlermabional humanilarian law®

[Arael’s offensive has Hilked &l
least 34943 people in the Gz
RLraps,  prinsaddly wodnei aad
children, the Health Minisiry in
Lhe terrilorny saird.

Majin Howussard (-1

Lebanon's Interfor Minlsiry

says I will implement a
security plan in Belrt in

coming days amid fears over
the large number of legal

weapons and growing
lawlessness in areas of

the oty amd surrounding
nelghborloonds.

Securihy forces have been indd o re-
el B0 exira persaiine] & part of
the Clamnpedram, the mirstry sasd,

The sevarty plaiy was amesdisoesd
ps Lebanmys General SeCinty I
reciorae sid it s emackinge deesm on
Byrvian patichnals Wi remnaln i e
oy illegally,

The directomwte told Syrian nation
als who have violaled the counbry's
emtry anil mesldence regulations. to
“rrriumr thedr sStahs amd eave
Lebanese erritory™ by ssading o
bonler departments and centers m-
by

Thecese whoo kgmore the oerder will face
feral action, the siatrmen! wamed

GROWING RISKS

Man killed as Lebanese troops raid

Beirut security plan revealed amid lears of illegal weapons, rising crime

BACKRGROUND

Tha recent kllhing of Paacal
Sleiman, the coordinator of

the Lebaneses Forces Party,
imtensified animosity toward the
SyTians’ presancs in Lebanon

Letfanese Army Cornemamad ssiid om

sabardlay that sn army umin, with suge
purt from the Gepeml InielEgenoe

Directorate, detaiieed several men la
an operation argeting peopds smug:
e in Dear Al-Aachaver in the Reban
Mgkl

A Syman mational who attachesd

Smake blaws

from the atba
of an herasl

alretrikn cm
ik woutherm

Leobanosa wlligo
of' Whdarm A1

broogis with a spearwas shot and later
cliestl iim Fivsatal Tecerm Bess wonimds, Uwe
army sakl,

People irnfickers and poodls sergs-
ghers have long boen a problens 16 che
area, wihich overlaps Syman temior,
s bng to the by,

Agiboiities are al=o cracking dov
on kegd Syriancowned institudions
anl shopes, ax well as nsanesses 1hat
empdoy foreipn workiers B violation
of regdabinns and laws,

Moedia reguits @bl the General
security Dreciorage will no longer
prant resddency pernsls o SyTian
Py meembers. sporsored by Leha
o cilfizens in Lebsanon,

Letnanot s carelaker Intersar Min-
ister Bassam Mawlinwn saxd dhumng
g metinge n Bl that the Syvrian
UL ek "|5-|-I_'-"- g fumcamemtal rose
in miting presonre on securty in
Lebamon.”

Ele sahl thuar after “arduoois sEgo-
Hatinms" the 1N Hefuges Agenoy me-
v almmes .5 milln Syriams were
in Lebaman “with unclear ressons for
their aylom and ety dates®

Hlesewer, Lotavyy esiimalties thene
are at least 2.3 milllon Svrian mefo-
Fees in e cosnses’, sl of wihtrm
Are “eoomomic refugers, nod security
or jedilical refupees” acconding 1o
Y L IS

Hle s Bhunt Lot “canesd toler-
ate amy ecompmic asyium.”

Letianes aulfuntlies hoave arpeed
cliizens not to employ, shelier, of
previdde acoommeslrison for Svrians

resding dllegally in in the coumiry
Viohitors faoe admmmistrative and ju-

ChicEal pceren] s,

The Geemeral Seourity Eirecioraie
ilsa warnesl Syrian refuprees reeis-
tered with UNHCR AEAINst CngagE:
g in paicl work owlside their des-

e sy,

I recenl midaths, there has bheen o
sl rese in the i ber of ioindes,
Ehlnappangs, and thefis in Lebamnon

Incickents have been paricalardy
prevElRnt on the road b0 Beirog Al
part and in the bamler aren with Syria,
e e Hheeal crvssingss am cornene.

AroonBng (o Inleris Minsin sla-
tlstics, 4 signdficans proporton of the
perpetmions are Syrian, acooumting
For bearhy #0 peraeil of e fotal de-
RAInees

The revcemnd hElli of Pascal Shisi-
man, the coomdinator of the Lebancse
Forres Party. inderesified anmmosaty io-
ward the Syman prosenee I Lebanon,

Mawdawyi sod that Beirul ard its
s, eopecilly the ol to Badie
Harim Imtematiomal  Airport, “will
witness a secunty plan almed at re-
nesiring the people of Beimil and its
resslenis, snid restoring stabillne”

The Lebanese prvermment bas de-

clared et any Svrian who enbensd
Lebanese territory afier 259 is con-

sl 1o be eyl presend in the
COLITEDEY,
it plans 1o send all thosee who ar-

people smugglers on Syrian border

Fived alter 20850 Facl oo Sy, exoepl
detamners who may he at nsk i they
reluim.

Lebapon receivesd o €1 ballion aid
packaze carly this manth from the
Eurvpesn Cormmnlssson so bolster fis
horder comérpds and help stem mefo-
pree flows to Eurgpe.

Thie st will bee availakhe [room
the curmeni vieAr uebl 20025, Homesreer.
caretaker Prime Minsler Magib Mils-
b sk tErere was & diffetersos e rweee
reristered refupees arel thise whio
et el Lelsoson il sl are Gae-
img deposinbon

Mikali hedd talkx in Lebanom in
carfy May with BEarspean Oolmims-
sion Presidenl Ursula von der Leyven
and Cyprint Presidem Mikes Chirgsho-
diilicks. He poslssd for fecoemion
from Earcpe amdd the mtermational
ronmrmanily thel mewsl areas in SyTia
are 1w safe, whibch wonld Gacifitate
refugees’ refiam home,

lrndepeenckent MPGhasaan SHal sald
the Symian refuges oriss i Lebamon
hais lecoane an “esdstenisl theal,
and there s now a cansensas shotd
the Esie"

AP Eaing

sarias US-hacked  Kardish-led
foree has hamdex] over o Baphdadd
two Daesh militants suspected of
myalvement i mass killmes of
Iragl sokilsers in 2004, 3 war enonbion
makl.

The repart by the Syrian Observa
tory for Human Rights came a day
after the Irsqgl Natlonal Ingelligenes
Lerviee sid it lasl broughd back 1o
i coigiry three Duassly mseniless
from ouiside Itag. The micllipenoe
sy etk ol provide more details.

D=l captured an  estimsted
1L7Hy I soldiers after orizing

mackbum  Hussetn's hometown  of
Tikrit im MHE The soldiers wem

tryving fo flee from nearby Camp
mpeicier, a foemwer 1S Base,

Shorihy after taking Tikni, Decsh
posted praphic images of Daesh
miticands shooting and killlng ilw
scildiers

Farliad Slsaind, & spolesman Tod
Lhe Kimmlsbi-led Svnan Demeociatic
Forces, =adl the 1S-backed] foree
handed over two Daesh members
L g

[t was not immediaiely clear
wihere Iragl anthorites rouwehl the
Ehwird suspesct from.

The 34 Kllmees, Enosavn as the
spelcher msssache, sparkoed owirsge
across [raq and partially foeled the

i Eathon of milives in the gt
apsiinsl Dasesls,

wWAR ON TERRORISM

SDF hands over 2 Daesh members suspected in 2014 mass killing of Iraqi troops

BACKGROUND

Daiih Captunad an astsmaled
L7002 iragl soddiers after selzing

Saddarm Hussef's hametawn af
Tikrit Im 2074

Ireq has, over the past scveral
vears, put on trial and later executed
dozens o Deish memeeers ove
thesr invalsyement in the Speicher
B T,

The Obscrvatory =i the two
sl members  were  amsange
20 captured pecently in & jodnd
pperation with the 1°S-led coals-
Mo i the Eethern Syrian caty ol
Haqga, once the capatal of Daesh’s

sl M- lared caliphate.

ERTE s thwir defeat In Irag In
2007 and in Sy m March 38,
the extremést sleeper oells are stlll
active and have bern camang oul

Dimplaced chilkkdren
peak fromn inside

a clasrrcsom st &
makeshifl schesd

i the villoge
ef Hurunaokbeash

tesdly aliacks aminst SDF  anxl
SVTIAN FVCTINTATH forces

Lhami skl a car ripgest wath
eRplosives amed drven by g sihckle
attacker tried on Friday night to

storm a2 military checkpoint for the
Deeir El-Zoair Military Coumcil. This
Arab magority factiom is part of the
SOF in the eastern Syrian villape ol
Shyhedl,

Shams =a#l that when the mummnds
Iried 1o glop the car, 1the attscker

ey Bimsell wup,  Killing  thies
L% hacked fighiers,
Mo ame  mmmeeihately  clamed

responsibility for ihe sttack, bt b
was similar to prevemes explosions
Cartie] ot by [S nudletants.

The SDF is holding aver MK
vapbured Doesh fighters ino aroumd
twi  dozen  detentlon  facilides,
inchulinge 20 fomeirners whose
o couRnires bBave refussd (o
repatriate them
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SECURITY

Somalia wants to terminate
the UN political mission

Foreign minister says the decision [ollows a thorough consideration of our strategic priorities

P Mew ok

Somalia is asking the UN
to terminate its political
mission in the conniry,
whilch has been assisting
the govermment In bringin
peace amd stabllity In the
Farce ol attacks by the Al-
Qaeda-linked extremist
group Al-Shabah.

In a bketler o the UN Securiy
Couecil  and | Secretary-General
Stome Gulesres, Somali Fameipn
Minlster Ahmed Moalim Flgl sald
the decisan [mllwed “a tharmueh
conalderafion of our  strategc
FHMNTIReE"

The mis=sons ourmenl manclaie,
Envan as UNSOM, expires Owl
3. and Flgl asked for “the swifi
comchsiom of the necesary proce-

dures for the terminatisn of the
missHd by the end of the mandage.”

The UN mission has sworked
chaschy with Africam Undon [
kevpers, whose current iransitional
mssrEl, ATHMIS s et scaling

Suppeort for
alestine

People take part in

A1 demonstration

Lo mark the T5th
anniversary of Makha
In Amsterdam on
saturday, Nakba refers
i The destraction

of hiundreds al
villages and cities,

anmd expulsion of
Falestinians from thear
lands bw lsrae] in 1548

&

hack its presence aml is expected
10 [ cAer security respansibili-
e o Somall forees at the el o
ihe vear.

In Nowvember, the Securin
Coincll snspencked thwe AL pallons
for three months a1 Somalias

myyuesl because ol Gehitine with
Al=5habah,

samalm plimged into civil war
affter feuding clan-hased warbords
ioppled dictaior Mohammesd Ssadd

Baarres im 1891, The Horm of Alfca
natiom esahlishel a fmcolionine
transiticoal Fovermament in 2063
and has been working o rebwaikd
stabidity in the face of extiremmis
attarks and growing piracy.,
Al-Shabsah mtensilbed aliecks on
Somali mdlitary bases last year after
il Josl comdral ol saeme ferritosy in

rural areas to o mibitary offensive
ihat followed the Somali president’s
Call Tor “totad war® o thee extrermsisa
EToAIp im YL

The Secuily  Counedl  estsl-
lishesl the special peditical mission,
UXS0M, in Juiie 3003 o suppaord
peace and reconcilation  efforts

BACKGROUND

In mid-February, the US agreed to
baiild uip ta five militiry Bases For
the Bomall army in a project that
seels to bolster s capahdlities

aganst threats from Al-Shabab.

sl provicke i Sommall ad il i |
menl amd the All peacekeeping
i dsesdony with stralegic

ol By alvioe
| restoringe
e Aree
rebuilding &
functioning
sale,

s mamnilaie
al=n  includes
promoting
bumam  rights

and preventing abnses, emponw-
ering wornsen, prefecting childmen,
and  preveniing  condlect-relaged
sirxual anel render-based vsolence,

In the ketter dated May 5.
sasmadion’s [oreien minster thanked
NSO for s “crucial mole in
promobing  peace, slabilily  and
cheve lopamenit i our country”

Figi sanl the povvermomenl believes
S W [P0 ETALE 1D EFAESEOE
io the next phase of our partner-

mlidp” =iressings 0s  oommiieesnt
b collshorate with the LN and

"'I.., ils pauriners an Hse countre's

bmg-term  develoguoent
prciraiees “aml beyond ®

in a follow-up  ethed

clated Moy B Figl said
the Somalli  povermment

B ready In engage with
all pelevant partics  in
preparing  for  “the
complex
transiticon
sy
within
Il h &

appropriate ttme frame”

He sald Somall President Hassin
Sheikh  Mohamned spoke 1o
G terres on April 29 ancd reguested
the start of a plannimg proesees b
transitiom from a politscal misson

beam, whilcl
Toscuses on deyelsgpenem

s a4 TN ¢cosiniry
HLETHEIE
SIS,

The provess shouhl lseve distione
stapes, mxl panning shoald sfart
very soin, Fags sal

I mEl-Fetmuary, the LS a@Emeed
b budld up to five military hases
Fwr the Somali armmy in a projecd
fhad secks io bolsier ts capabillsises
aminst threals from Al-Shabakb.

The ey bases will be gesocd
gl with the Somall military's
Lanah Brigade, esiahlished in 2007
Ellvinyr an apreemenl lebween
the US amd Somsalia to recruls, traln,
equip, and mentor 30800 men ancd

womett from across  Sornalla o
bnald a strong mfantry capahilit

willidi the Soamali arioy.

The brigade has been pivotal Be
A uick-reactson Tome in eforts 1o
P Al-Shababextreimnlsts,

THAMNSITION

Mali
national
dialogue
recommends
longer
military rule

Reutars Siamakn

Farficipamis in  Malis natsonal
dialope lave recosmomsendesd
II"'i'II."III.|IJI£ the mnklitary-led tramst
Hom to democracy by three years

ard allowkng junta leader Assiml
Caile 10 sCasd i the eventual
clerriom

The West African counbry has
hoen under military moke sinoe a
coup in MEM), and tensions have
Fisln over L Junla’s falfure b
stbck to a promisasd timeline for the
Pt (0 constitatiomns] robe.

Months-long kil
ronsuliatioms, hoveotted by mamy
of e oppesithon,  culmndssbed
with severil recommimeslations,
inclwhine extendine the bansition
Lix five vears [roae Two, efectivels
prolonging the junta’s robe to 2027

The substantial delay is likely to
cee et ComeeTns about democrathc
hackslicling in West and Cenirl
Arica, where here have Been
cight coups over the past four
VERTE,

I rhre

sy T,

BACKGROUND

Mok has been under military

rula gince a coup in 2020, and
rEn&nrd have flaen over thie

junta‘s foilure to stick to o
promisaed timeline for the retum

to constrtutional rule.

pairticipants in the consulations
aclyisesd the authorities o bk ogee
fo dialogue with Islamist armexd
groups aned engage with all Malian
arimed mErvemenls.

O the Sahara Desert's southern
fmnpe, Mab has been plagued by
Violerce slnee 2083, when milltants
hijackedl an uprising by  the
Tiarer Erowps wihsh complaimexd
af govermment neglect and soaghi
antpnomy for the desert megion
ey cabl Azawad,

Deep insecunity, economic
hardships, election delays, and the
auithorities’ recent moae 1o Hmi
political  activities have  stoled
frustmition with the junta m some
quarters. In Aprid, an alflapce of
politbeal parties and civil sociefy
orEnmizations [ormed and refosesl
o parikcipate in the national
iadaoprise.

‘Miracle’ survivor

RESCUE WORK

found 5 ddys after building collapse

P al rearge crumdded on Moncay Rmcun workers When we went down FEaimnsl time slnce the stEuctube
= afternoon while an 81-person crew STy A MARSR came rmshing doamn
Rescuers and oolookers chewred  was on site. m.mhmt:l: R AR AR AN Twenly-nime  peopde  were
anel applanded on Saturdsy as o “When we went down o the  Gaerges, Bauth wi had uncovered, we resced alive, while thirty-nine
sarviver was rescuel after 6 side of the slab we had uneoovered, Africa Tre pnan b "Fli'llll:'l:‘lilllilllll:q- inside, remained unacrcmemded for
leoiars From usderneath the rabble we eard somebody inside, and wun rescued mmild v !u..'l_uI]Pﬂ'l_ all thi Woincke sabkd a “cliftewde™ soetifi-
of a collapsed building inm South we stopped all the beavy opera- ::u“:r:::'_ heavy operations. cation process was underway, amd
Afrdca, with the tapedy havides s Coalin Deiner, head ol frescue tendty building ' police were asing  fAngerprints
kilbesd at least 1L aperations. okl reporiers collapae b DA Lestime, aned pletoerraphs
Provincial premiler Alan Winde Rescuers then called oui to Sewth Africa copceimed about that after swch a The cliy had approved constrie:
saicd om X: "It is a miracle that we  the survivor, and he spoke back, (WS g penod” After severl loars, bon plans for a $2-amt agsrimeni
eave &l been hopng or” Deirmer s e syrvivor was exiricatied andd ok 10 July
An  apartmeend  block  under “Hre indicated 10 us thal he's god nshed taa haspital. The reasons for the codlapse are
oslrwclion in e southern by weiEhl on s lepes, il we're very TEe s wee Leams lave been workime s 0] wmiskmow.
JFROAR FT— "Whal extaordinary ooumtny S e L ol the resettlement of sob-Sabarsm president in Seplember  3HY22
are we talking aboul? sl askexd i IIlu.l"’l I I'.':lh'-.[._ I. miEranis prevented from crossing mandates up o e years in

Tunisia
probes
pundit over
commenis on

TV show

A Tumisian court has  opened
an  investigaton inén a  policical
roamanndabor after she commenbed

ol bebevislone abaout chee sgate of the
country, Ewyers aml bocal media
=1

Puring a Tuesday show an the
Carthape Pliss TV chanoel, Soni
Dahmand  responded o another
pumclit’s clfaam that suh-Saharan
miErants were sseking 1o setcle n
Tunisia,

sarrastically.

T b, lNWYET, WS
surmmmed 1o court on Fricday o
cxpiain her commenis bul refissed
o appear, her atiomey  Dslila

Vsl sant
The court then tssuexd 5 [aghare

o appear wirranl, onbering L
enforcement 1o bring her before
the mvestHmatinge wiee as soon as
grorasd e

A jlecial peport on Thursday

Al R

The court Issued a warrant for
tha arrest of Sonia Dabmani, an
attarnay, for failing to appsar
before the judge durng the
nvestiganton

]l Dmbmanmi’s commends were
I respaorse B & speach by Press
dent kais Sasesd earbier this week
b owihikeh e skl the coupiry
willd mot berome a place for

Lix Evirogue.

Dahmani was alresdy  [acing
lemal actiomn far eribicizinge the state
] Tunuisian pesons 1n Nowsinhes
SLFES

Boalh cases fall uruder the comtra-
versial Tecree 53, which satlaws
“spreacling: [lse news” onlime or in
the meodda. Sournalists andd oppos
Linm firures e the Bw has been
s o st dll=sent,

The decees, sipneel by s

prisom [or osdng conomumnscalions
networks o “prodisce,  sprcacd
far) disseminate ... false pews" or
i “slander odbwers, tarnlsh thedr
repaitaison, financially or maormkly

hacm them”
According to the National Unaon

ol Tumnisian Jeamalists, more than
60 jearnalisns, lvwyers, and oppos]
tiom figures have been prosecutecd
UndeT L decree sifee [0 Cammse inlo
o
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News International

AFP oo, AfErarisian

Maore than 300 people were
killed im Hash floads that
ripped through multiple
Alghan provinces, the
World Food Frogramumne
satld om Saturclay, as
authoritles declared a state

of emergency and rushed to
rescie the lnjured.

Heavy maims om Frelay  sent
roartiiE rvers of waler ad mmid
crashing through villages and
across agracieltaml Baned in several

POV oS,
Survivors om Saturclay  picked

thirouglh  modedy,  debras-Ltiered
slrects andd damapesd buoiklines,
an AFF journalist saw, as agthon-
ties anil nongovermmental groups

deploved rescue workers and aid,
warning that some areas had been

&n Afghan man walke naar his damagsd homa, Haavy raine Friday sant roaing rivems of sater pnd meagd crashing through silages i Baghlen provines in Afghenatnn o

CATASTROPHIC FLOODS

More than 300 dead in
Afghanistan tlash floods

More than 2,000 houses destroved and 2,800
houses damaged in Northern Baghlan province

Cd ol By (e Thoenbinge.

Marthern Baghlun province wias
anc of the hardest hit, with more
than 300 people killed tbere alone,
and thousands of hisuses destroyed
or damagesd, according to WEP

“Cii current  information: In
Baghlan province there are 301
faLalities, 2011 bouses dedtroyed

anel 2A000 howses damaged,” Rana
| beraz, a communications officer

far the UN agency In Afglanistan,
tald AFF

There were dispariises betwern
the death Wolls provided by the
government  and  hesmanitarian
ASTACEs,

The DN migrabin s=ency, the
Intermational  Cwganization  for
MirFratioi, sakl there were 2108
deaths in Baghlan,

Abcdul Matern Qani, spokesman

{or the [Intertor Mindstry, 1old AFF
ihat 151 people had been killled in

& &

My house and nny
whode Lile was swepd
awvary by the Hood.

dan Mohismmad Din Mobosemmes:d
Reskdant of Baghkan prodocs

Baghlan, bat that the governmani
borld ol plsee,

*Many prople are still missing,”
le saicl.

Anciher 20 people were
repioried dead in northem Takhar
prosdnee and two in netghboring
Hadakhshan, he adidesl

Oy eI AP CSTIATE
Lahibnellah Mlujahud s,
"Humbreds of owr fellow citidens
have suwccumbed 1o these calamd
toas fhoods,” In a statement posted
o X earlier on Sahwrday,

“Maoreover, the delupe  has

wroghi FXIPRRIVE clevasta-
Lo wpoi fesidential propetibes,
resulting in sigmatscant  Anarscial
Insses” he afdel.

FLains om ]"Iﬂ:].!-' cAused vy
damage m Baghlan, Takhar aml
Hlakhsbam, as well 8 wester
Gihor and Herat provinees, officaz|s
sanl, in a counlry wrcked by
poverty and esvily dependent on
agricultune,

“My house and my whaole |ie
v swepd away by the o] ssald
Jan Mohamoned D Mobammesd,
a resident of Baghlan provimcial

capltal Pod-e-Khomrd

Hix famaly hsl managesd to fles
tr bigher proand but when the
weather cleared and they returmed
homee, “Lheme wias othing lefl, all
my bebongings amd my house bl
been destroyed” he said.

“I dom® know where to take my
il ... I clon™ B st Lo chin™

PLAYING FOR POWER

Modi critic joins India’s

election campaign on bail

Sanjay Kusnar Sy Deln

Defhl  Chiel  Mimkster  Arvind
Kejriwal joined India’s ongoing
eiwral chection — boosging ik
oppasttion  alliance on Saturday
— a day alter the Sugirens: Comrt
crdered] s tempoanry release on
bl in a comtroversial graft case,

A fieree critec of Prime Mimister

Nareisdra Modl aned the leader of
the Aam Aadmi Party, Kegrwal was
arresied in late Manrnch, in connec-
thon with cormuption allegations
related o the excise pobicy of the
Deefhd government led by him. He
dienies the acousations.

O Friglay, the fop oot granted
Rejrivwval H-davy inferim ball 1o
campalgn  in the  seven-phase
el voke, which slarted on

Aprid 18, He has to surrender after
the lasl day of voting on June L.

“I will &0 arowsd the colmdry in
the next 31 days 1o stop this dicta-
torshdp of Modi "™ Kejrwal said at a
conferenee in Delhi

“Aler June 4, there wall be o

Maodl povertiEnedf. In all stanes,
their d=is are soing s andd

they will not get more than 230 1o
30 wealn”

The resakts of the worlds larpest
clection are set (o e snmounced
aon June & The party or coali-
ikon tbat wins &l least 372 of the
S8 roniestird seqts in the loowet
house of paddiament will form tae
ECWCTEIEIETA

seeking a third strapht term in
affice, Modl has been tarpeting
Ik seais for the Natwomal
Desmnocratic Alliamnce ]

by his Hindu natsonalist
Bharative Janats M'arty,
which has heen in
ROWET SiTsE 04,
He is challenged
by an albamce of
two dozen  opposi
thon parties, the hwliam
Waitkonal Developmental
Inclesive Alliance, or

INDLA, of which Kejriwals AP

is a pari. Kejriwal has acoused
Modi and his BIP* of damaging
democracy, and abusing power

anid the comsstitution.

Dnlhi Chiet Miristar Arvind Kejriwal

FASTFACTS

& Tap court allows Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Hejriwal to beave
custody untd June L

* Higx reloase is mapected to give
a boost to India’s apposition

alkance in ongoing polls.

“The opposition’s morale will get
i [urtheer boost " said Satish Bumar
singh, a political analyst in Delhl,

*The mlmse ol BKejrmeal
further relnforces the opposition
campaign on e nedd o save
democracy amd maimtain firness
i Ll eleciorl process.”

Feiriwals AAR is a challenger to
Ehe P 1 Diefho and Pun@ab, where
votlng will take place on May 25
and June | respectively.

“FeEriwals melease is a boosl
tr the cadres af the AAP and the
oppsiison alliance al this ocnscial
e when the oppositbon alllance
B challenpisg the domanance of
Ehe BLIF in the capital caty,” Andalib
Akhtar, a HMew  Delhi-based
commentator and editor of The
Indian dwax, tokd Armb News.

‘N goodd thst the court has

lakem a decision in favor of
demscracy ane i=s Fivioee the
oppasstion  lesler —  who
vias arresied pust on the ove

of the general electsons

— an opporianiy o

b on an eqgual foeoting
dlemmocralkeally”

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Bllateral fift

The Philippines
accuses China of

building island

The Phidippines said on Satiar-
day It has deployed ships 1o a
lispuiec] aren im the South Chi-

i Sed, where 18 secused Chin
of nrilding “an artificial islapd®
ik an escalating maritime o
The coast guard send a ship
“bor momibor The supposed ifle-
gal sctivittos of Chins, creating
an artificial island™™ the affice of
Presiclent Fembinamd Maroas M
el i a statesmenl, achlliogr taw
other vesseds were in rotational
deplovment in the area.

Phillippine Coast Guard
spokesperson Commodore Ray

Tarriels tald & lorwm there had
been “small-scake reclamation”™
ol ke Sabdna Shoal, which
Mandla calls Escoda, and that
China was “the most probable
actar”

T Chiinse= Exmbsassy b
Mamala did not immediagedy re-
spmond to a reguesl ar comnsenl
afy the Philipyne assertions,
which could deepen the bilat-
eral rifl. Rewters

FBcuring borders

Poland will build
foriifications on

castern border

Frodish Prime Minster Donadd
Tiesk salc on Saturday that
Faland is starting work on

further strengthening the entire
eastern border, as the cowmtry
[aces Wil e calles] a @rowinge
"hybrid war® in illegal migration
[roim Nelarus.

Tusk did wot proadde details
ahaout the plammed actions, nor
the amy fumeds that would be allo-

catel Bt sald thar when il camme
tor Podand’s secarity there wold
b o Bmids.”

“The Pollah-Belarusian baorder
i% A umigue pdace doe b the

piressure of ilegal imemdpration.
In fact, we are dealing with a
progEressing hvhrid war” e
parime mdnlster sawd as he visited
the frontser and mel sodilers and

gulards

“1 wanid there to be i doulis
hesre — a country with increas-
inpdy arpressive inbenlbions
towards Poland, such & Belams,
1% co-nrEanang this practeoe on
the Podish DondeT.” Revters

The Days
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What We Are Reading Today

FARAOM ARDLUND THE WEBR & IN PRINT

‘The Ant Collective’

AHMIN SCE

Arts share & vibrant and
complex comemunal ife

and ramarkable abiltiss to

communicabe with each gther,
“The Ant Collectie®
prowsens the warkd

of ants as you have
naver saen it before,
using hyperrealistic,
CEHTYOL T — e Tl D el
imogery that shows
AD-lika vigrers of pctivitiss

arouwnd assault

Russian offensive
in U kraine forces
L7} lo evacuale

Iims=ian [ormres hesan a renewesd
groauid sssadt on Ukraine's
northeast, killing and inpinng
several amd forcing mare Can

1. 74040 eivilians 1o evacuate From
Lhe Eharkiv repion, local ol
fictals sadd Satarday,

Artillery, mortar, and arrial
bosnbardmetits hit more thin 30
different toams amd villages, leay-
b al st Lres: precile ddesl izl
fve alhers ingjured, s1id Klarkiy
governor, Ol Symschuboy,

Ulkraine rushed reinforee-
ments to the Kharkdy reglon on
Frday to hold off a Bussian at-
Leenigil Lo Tred 1y Joasad defenses,
authaorities sajd,

Hiossan forces depped up
thetr boen barchment of Eharkly,
Ukraine's seconil-largest city, m
e Maivh Fraday's attack sig-
naked a tactical switch jn the war
b Moesco thist Ukraindan officials
had been expeciing for weeks.,

Uhrainian President Volosdy-
3T Lelenskyy comfirmesd Friday

evereiigE that Bossaam ot were
exparvding thesr operations, AP

THE adl
COLLELTIYE

miside and outsxde a thriving
nest of red wood ants. Wih
chapters on topics ranging

Tram the estaldlahmsant and
aonstruction af the nast

1o the Birth ol an ant
trad and the relocation

af a colony, this one-of-
a-kind book briliantly
intagrates infarmative
descriptons with the
iastratons

Marthern hemisphere
Solar storm hits

Earth, producing
colorful light shows

An uirusually strong solar storm

hditing Earth prodoacesd stunmning
dasplays of colar in the skies
seross e Naorthern Hemisphere
carly Saturday, with no imme-
dizle reports of disrupdions Lo
Pt arsd comamanleations,
Thee 'S Natsonal Oceranic and

Angcapherte Admdnistration
issied a rare severe genmag-
ne=tic storm warning when a
solar onlbnarst reschwed Earth oo

Fricay altermoon, hours sooner
than anbicipated. The =fects

of the Northern Lights, which
were prominently on display in
Brilain, were doe to Last thirouph
the weekernd and possibly imto
st week.

Many in the UK shared phonpe
snaps o the lihis an social me:-
dlsd early Svturdday, with the plee-
s seen as far south as
Landon anel souiherm England.
There were sightings “from top
to tadl across the country,” sad
{hnis Snell, a meteormbogisi af
e Mt COflice, Brataiin’s weatlser
agency, AP

'mﬁhmummﬁ-wm
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pinion

Right to protest is sacrosanct but hatred should

UFIBE Yy comsslerabde i

i academea Ceachime panlslies

af VACIIS Iniversiipes

pnclunbing Arserscan omes, ]

e facl TRy womdertod

stuclents whao cared deeply
sl v stuclies aiwd thwe 1sskies clscigssed
in class

However, [ ave also commplatmed 10 thean
abipat thesir relactamnee (o e SCOHMIE prasstiv
i Eerms of podilical activity, Whens previoons
e Tations ik te tha sEneets, they preler tos
b oy o seecial mechia B preless.

It miizhi be the case that individualism has
desceipben] upon oair socjeties, making Use
YOHANEYT ECncratin lesg e hanied e H{ETE
prospect of mass Fatherimes. Or il may s
A percepilon that paliiecs |5 bevend repall
especially when true beadership s hard 1o
cuiee Do ifese dhavs, There & alse thwe s
ahle ease with whech social media can grv
o an impressioa of enpEaetnge o poliiscal
USRI W RO Jia VINE GU AT airs

However, the Iatest roumel of horrifi
hostilities between the Ismelis and Palestin
LanE e incentvised handreds of thousamds
il FHOC R 10 1K 1) Hhee sireeis and el
O mansy collers caimgpuses, especially i the
VIS, steichieniE Dave Decolme |-l|| sl Betiviess
m ke numbers, which is stsmethime 1o be
sy leaied,

Mevertheless, this development has also
BB bed the bifary nature ol the e s

hichimd thesi prodesis, and i oo many Cascs

& W
Israeli
anthorities,
through their
sell-defeating
policies, have

‘earned’ the
wrath of

ordinary people
and states
around the
world

Ty

e

prodiuces] ugh! manifestations of antisemi-
Cisrm el Islamophobes, which are utlerty
unacorptable

L the US, Usese phe poaise ey dre aven mone
ACCCE DA clige 1o L hs L WEEE K] LETareEa
tion af the First Amendment. L= almost iElpe-
b=l UAEETEH LA TR0 € R AT (I RE L ETE R EL
b mighil ol freedom of speech, ane can arrue
alloss and encourages bale speech, aidd
leaves no roam for incitement and ENpres
stoms of hale to be cemsored, pundshes] or even
resstramned within the education system.

s e poEiclve alde, wiheat wie have seef
rmeTEe over ihe past seven monthes is the B
Lhasl vy people ame desperately losking fo
A canese o rally araund, and this = something
sncily especially needs because the
rhallenges ihan e ahead, whether they ariae
frooms climate change, wars aned conflects, or
[l5 groewing lneguakicies i our socleties, are
endanerring nol ondy pur secarity but also
our harmsarnkity.

Criticso of lsrael for the kilinges amd
chevastaton I8 15 indbictne om Gaza wikls lrth
cire for civilians, from the very young 1o
Ll e ke rly, o= understancdabde, because i ks
impassible to watch the hwrmific mages from
Else SLrdp and remain indifferent o thens,
reEnrclless af the werrible siroecitles commbited
by Hamas om Ot 7

Who amosg s has tbe moral right 1o
guestiaon the kegptimacy of the calls for an
bnimediate ceasefime il Use e lesise of
Biesbaees, amd L demand For sufBeien

YORII MEEELEERG

homanitarian aid 4o reach more than 2 million
Crizans, wher Bave been lerally trappsed fog
years in the crossfine between an accupying
aid e Bosdarss Gorce and a fumdamenilalist
reFimee, Bath of whilch have Eprived them o
their most basc nessds, rigdhts and dienity?
lerach authorities, chiroughy thedr sl
defeating podicies, have “earned” the wrath of
crdimary people armd steles sround the workd
Maresoyer, suppar foe the Palestnian caws
and calls for the estabtishiimment af a Prlestinlan
slade = ok an antisemity: act, buat a call fora
rolutbon theat woulld enesbss toth Israetis and
Palestinians io live peacefully, sikde by sule
The White Howse cdescraptibon of the call Tog
an intifada as “hate speech™ was misplaced,
becanse 10 rise up apzins an occapalion is
not ieceasar iy io ekl fog sulcsle bomybarses,
n% was clhaimed; this was certainly nol the cas
cligra the First Dnvtifsda.
A sodme ol the profesiers (fere ane
also cdear manifestatsons of antiscmagem
the misrepresentation of Zionism, amsd a
gquestbning of the right of [srae] oo cxXsE, &8
well as inritementds against ws e grner-
ably. And this 15 wihsere g lne should e drawm.
Thers are reonrced eEclchents o arvinse-
mmibic shirs direcles] ol Jewish stislents and
acadkemie stadt, amdd many of thwm rejort thal
they are afmakl, for example, 1o wear a S4ar ol
D ul eckLace For fear of eing attsched I,
pro-Palestbnisn probesters
'r'l.'.!'l'll'||'|:|'|'|l.-lI.I||I!|;! NS e fhe sn
expressied, albeid by a small minerity of the

9

be discarded

protesters, nod ondy for Hamas 2 a paliiscal
novenEnd bt for the crimes i commiited on
L

Liniversites and acadenmices haye thi
cHfterdr 1ask of provicding their stackents
with critical-thinkine skills m the Gce af
compley stuations and events, aiod the Bsrmeld
Falestinbag comdlict presents vis Takr sfuire al
complexiies

What is regueire] is 10 avosd the tvpe of
approach thst k& more ppEca e W sporting
comnlests, in which one supports L “either-
o, “Eero-anm” owloame, Mod only 18 Phes
onsuilable for dealing wiih war and conflects,
by wleich the varauns causes aisd oileoises
are alten opaquc andl cnERngked, i i TN
obwvious harm b the discomee surmroumdine a
corktbict and ies aldMey o overcomse diiferendes
cik R et Do pesodying L.

[here can be onby one silver linang to
Wil bas taklen glace sinee Ot 7, amxd thal 55
rhi pppetumaty ta iintermalize the 1act thad
Lhere e an ureend need Tor a complelely nen
clisciniFse oaver larae] andd Pakestine, ofee s
discards prejuchices, binses, hatred amed, in
L Case of unlversities, avosds the artlscial
paradigms that are at best omly partiably
relevant, and at waorst hapehly diineinge.

In=Aeact, I8 s tiEe 1or staclencs, ana the pesst
ol us, 10 Jdm fodrces and suppeort Chenss Wi
wanl peaceE, coexistence amdl reconciliagion,
abd mearEinaliee e haters and Uuose fog
TEHT 8 IS0 reCe] CEmpram s b peace i a
curse amd nol a hlessinge.

Renewable energy
Is not just an
option but a ne-
cessity to enhance
the socioeconomic
transformations
underway in
the Gulfl

Gulf states on track with renewable energy investments

b 4ubf states that are oon
cerned with economic transfor-
EnitEH are Begsnimning 5o [onris
o1 diverafication, with the de-
vehoprsend of nobast infrascrne:
bure for renewsble enery. As
uirtan developmenls and popalations expaisd
perees the Gl fesion, the demand for edecinic
IV 18 AN |.-||-'l||:.' aEl Ehee Foghon 15 precichod
b el Aot heer 10 pamwatls of posser over
Elwe et desciacke o pneet 10ls demmsl. Mo
o T, several avenoes of soonsnm e dreersithea
Liom, sanch as aptificial imtelbgence, smart calbes
Al CCHATESL AEDTCTRONES, AT CHRACITICIEY - B TR,
ler her achbimes o the need for sufBeienl amd
rURTalnabde eNerEy SouToes,

Al the samee Himes, 2= the number of
Fesibenis Increases in a region that Gaces
high temperatures for most of the vear, the
increased demnnid for air coniditloning will
also pat new pressures on electnicity genera-
thon. Besewabde cnergy 18 ey to mecting
this prowing demand amd, as per the Indemma-
tiaiaal Enerpey Seeqcy, Wil meeet 35 perceEd
of glohal power gencration by 20025

This repEon has shown a pesilive trend in
s choamexdn, as the Galf states have actively
exlablished cross-boecler, regiomal and inler-

P b icanal cogreration o develsg: reneaslEs

energy mfrastracture, Om May 1, for example

the LIAEs state-owmed renewable energn
ceapsiey Masadar eslaldasher] 2 parinership
agrecment with Babhraln’s ciscrgy al il ISt
ment arm Bapoo Enerries o desvelsn near-
o At odls e wind Tarmss [n Bahirain

In the same week, COman's green hvdrogen
RE Y L EI:I.'-|:'I'|I'II sEETed agreemeEis worth
U Brilllicos with intermationad coimpanses
inchicling Franees sLae-anmed ETF, These
will Besd bt the estabdishment of two new
eree i vdeagen progecis in Dhalar. Simual
taneouisty, the Buwait Cal Company sigmed
a memoraniumm of understamdinge with the
Kuwaltl Mmdstry of Electrcity, Water and
Nenevwahle Ene ey o coordioale effuris o
prneraie 1 G of elecirsminy roem salar energs

With abundant exposure to sunlight and
windd and bree tracts of ymised lamsd, the
Caialf s Lles &re well postlioned 1o leyerae
mabural resmsarees Ior sustaimahle chi ey
Hirh sunlieht exposure altkewes snlar planls 1o
o rate for lonEper daratkonis I isworth isoting
thaet, im the Giull Comperation Conncil, solar
plHasnliaic padwer R oosls less Hen 2 cenls
per klowatt-hour to geeraie and is therefore
Ll cheapies] opdion for power peieration

Boasting repewakhbe cncrgy gpriweTaton |[
alsn part of the Gulf slates’ commitment 1o
recluce carbon emissaons amd hif their pet-2=mn
Larpels. ThrotiEl tseir participation im notalde

LA M. SELT&LE]

1 ERAzubap T

rmternatanal ermvmnnmental sumamdes sach as
e TN Frumework Camvienbion for Climate
ChangssCamnleremee af the Partics &t

e, sanidi Arabiz, Bahrain, Euwait and the
UAE have commette] 1o met- 7o emassions by
050, Further, having ratilbed dhe Parts Apree-
mend and ackpowledped their heavy relianc
ofy fossal [uels, the Galf states have actively
gt i pace the necessary Infrastrschene an<
pHans o reduce e ssions.

This commauitment 1= also peflected in the
stbes naltsnal vision stabemeni=. L5 part of Ws
Visson 20030, Sauwdi Arabes is working towaid
COCEEY diversiieas and & CIncuar Caran
ecoixiny wherein, by 2030, renewable sournes
will pronvide SO peroend of the Kinsdom's
eHerEY reeds, Sauelh Arabass ol mstalled
renevwable energy capacity tripked in HEE
A i continmes o make sgEnifcan] mnyvesl
irenes in =clar aned winel Pryecis. Smlariy, the
UAES Enerry Sirsteey 2080 aims 1o make the
COUNERY Carbaon meuiral ba 2050

Hevard the henefls of energy sescuriby anal
snsairafndiny a1 Boeme. their coamamd iise
Em renewabde energy has also allvwed the
Gulf stales 1o boostl inleroalonal relations,
as well as attract and prossde foregzn inneest-
Fene. [ e frst wees al May alome, Sadi
Arabia signed renewahle energy parinerships
Wil Arerisafjan, Mauritinss aewd UiglseKisan.

Notahly, the Eingram is also in talks with the
EL 1oy identily avenies fn ooopersiliog o
reniewalde enerey amd carbon capure. [ also
Fiomtsd thee Sanc] Arakda Cerecn Energy Woek In
Warch, when locral and imtermational irdastry
besatlets Exihered o dbiseass the oppsortaisies
anif challenges [ar the #nier y value chain

The reeion is therefore on trck 1o baid
A robsisEt and sustainatde Drssrmiciune fog
renewsihle enerry that can not only mes|
chsmeanic demnarud Bual akso potentialiy suppsor
miernational comsnmption. State-owned
coimpades Bave Been aetive B providnge s
necessry Anandcial and repilatory sapport
Eo Chils oneleavey andd, whide the private sect
bias also playesd a male, there comtmues to ke
oo bk funriber private-pulidic parinerships
For imsEanoe, as per the LAE's N |Ii|-'!|.|||:.
Tterinined Contributions under the Pars
Apreement, The conyiry nesdds mvesimeems
tedaling appreacmately £56 hillion o achseye
viA cllimate targets by 20050

I'odlay, renewahle Enerey i 0ol nest
AE opibodn bl a necessily weenhance
sgoioeconomic lmnsrmalions undecway in
Lhe Goll, I pckis sustalnafliy 1 coapomml
development, allows significant opportuni
ples For employment ad aklalls deve lopament
and increasss mtemational investor condi
clefice b the region
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Opinion

Euro-Chinese relations changed a lot in
the 5 years between President Xi's visits

bBroaigh BOHF was mid =0 long
aEn by most teckondngs, It
mest seem ke a fiferent
poditical epoch for Chima's
President Xi liaping. Wl has
just comcladed his first visit to
Evrope in five years.

Tharing these vears, (e world not enly
experienced the rmoma of the COVI-19
patdemic, the presumed origins ol witich
i China remsain shrogded in some mystery,
bl also witnessesl the oss@n invision of
Ukraine, which s tacitly supported by Beljing.

All of this means that much of Enmopeisina
different political space reganding China than
il was in 2000, Avware of
this change in oo,
Xi rhose the destina-

‘ii

the Fact that the natlon kas become a key
production hub in Europe for Chinese
automsedive suppliers. iveluding makers of
ehectric vehicles. This might help Chinese
s navipale any EU Larilfs on saich
viliches in the fotare,

Serbia and Hungary are oatfiers in contem-
porary continental apinbons on Bedjing A
position more reflective of the wider stance
al Lhee present Ume 5 that of Europsean
Commissbon President Ursals von der Leyen,
with whom X1 met on Momday in France, and
who has bed the pobbcl charnge in Brassels
roward wihsst alie calls a poliey of “de-risking”
from Hedjing.

Certaindy, ever o
France Xi recedved a
respectul amd aarm

thons for luls three-leg Within the 27-member  weleome during a visit
Euwmipean stmerary lasi Ehat codnceded walh
woeek carefally. After a EU “EE"’ Xi's EI.I‘I]IIE,‘-E:HI Ll GOCh anmiversary
visit o France (Chinas ally might be long- of dipbomatic relations
15w wilh which lwe b bwween Paris amd
described as a moded standing Hungarian Lediimy arul met
hilateral relationship) o Prime Minister President Emmanisel
gonday and Tuesday, ﬂ-rh Aarran as well asvon
he traveded b Hungary Viktor - et Leven.

ani then fo non-EL Hut the undertying

meemleer Serbia, two of Ching's sipporiens on
the continent

Xi has descrihed Serhbia as an “ircn-clad”®
friernd. Blateral irade and Investioent tes

hetween the nations have been gronsing,
il 4 822 il Chifese divestimenl b
wind and sodar power plants and a bydmogen
production facility.

Within the Z7-mwmber ELU s, oweser,
X stramgest ally mEshit be long-standing
Hungaran Prime Minister Viktor Ovban, He
[avars deeper es ik anly with Chima baif
alsn Russta, which makes him highly unusual
among his comintberparts.

During s visit 1o Hungary. X welcoamed

poditical mood muosic is very diferent ow
Chan it was during his 2009 visit to Europe,
Hack then, Xi was love-bombed by his Iialian
hiosts, who became the first G7 couniry to
sigm up o Beipngs Heli and Road nifra-
Erieciure scheme. This was a contioversial
checision in the Wesl, even Uhene 18 infursstesd

tht Trurnp sdmmdplstration i Washilngton,
whach called if “legitimacy for China's infa-
sirieciure vanity project”

Prime Minister Giorgia Melonis adminisira-
tiori, which came 1o power i 2002 whitlsdrew
froan the agrecment last vear, This is a sign of
Lhe undenaalde chill im EU-Chinese relations
I recent vears as & result of 8 wide-range of

ANDOREW HAMMOND

B Fgpmimayid B
sEmociars ot LUGE A5 o The
Lot Bodin OF Eciisiimes &

prolitical and ceonomie fectors, These nclude
Wesirm assertions of hieman nghts abuses
by Chima in Xinglang prosinece, and concerns
that Beijing is “dumping” key prodscts sich
electre yelieles, balteries, wind turbines amd
aolar pancls on the European markes throwgh
the use of extensie siate subsidies.

Worse stifl, top E1F officials have grown
increasingly concerned about whether the
nature of Chinas external interventions in
Europy represents o divide -amd-rule stratesy
desipned o undermine the collective nder-
o515 of the contment.

E1 foreset affeirs chief Josep Barrell even
aszeried that BHegiing is a “systemic rival that

chrpdievedd the language of eeonomic reclprocioy
rather than de-risking. He has also mosvexd

away froam prior French positions an Talwan.

Whereas von der Leven asserted during
their trip that “stability in the Taiwan Strail
k= of paramount importance” and thad the

“thireat of use of force o change the siatus
gy is umaceeptable” Macron sad Tawan is

d “crisis thal 15 bl eiirs" A Oeil Edfopseains
shaoald mot b “America’s followers”™
While the full metivalsoen ke Macron's

commenis remains nnchear, his positon
e oeriaimdy oult of sy e not only with the

EX] |'.'I-Ih|ﬂl'.lll. b aley ey O slateme ks 44
Tamyan that France signed wp o

ks Wy el i aller- L Th#e Franoco-Clriis
native made] of gover i' disrussions st week
munce” bo that of Europe. were chosely walehed,
Therefore, EU polickes Brussels is still therefore, not anly in
on China are chearly try E uirogre bk fmike 1705,
mowing in a more hawkish o EE““E to find abansl a month before
alarection. Even oo isues COIMIman E‘[‘l}l.l]'.l.-ﬂ. Presslent o Riclen is
in which hreakthroughs 055 expected to make his own
have heen maide with on Bﬂuiﬂg acy slale visal bo Paris.
Belding i recent years, all 27 member Perceptions of a
such as the Comprehen- divided Europe have
aive Apreersend on lnvesi- states also bewen pablicly
ment, the “bong grass™ highlighted by several

in Brussels has prevented ratification of the
dheal by the Evropssan Parllament owing to EU
concerns aboat the behavior of China,

Yet, despile ihese greater attempts to
i Ee o Bufopean ubity, Brussels
& still struggling o firsd comanan ground on
Bleiping acmss all 27 mesmiber slafes. Thes is
what shaped XEs traved inerary last weaek,
inchading the choice of France as his first slop

While Macion hias Becote Increasimgly
hawkish ahout Hussia since its invasion of
[Tkradie, Chiita has weloomed & striig of
recent comuments by the French president on
wikler msaies. Darng a joint visil with von der
Leven io Bejjing st year, for example, Macron

Chinese offickals, Incleding the ambassador
to the ELU, Fu Cong, who cast doubis on
whether all 27 member states folly back the
agenda of Horrell and von der Leven. He
recently sabld that “Europe sas nol formi-
lated a cobierent policy toward China®™ and i
fefl like “people giarreling with each olher”
Taking all of thes together, Xi will be hoplng
fis toar st week marks an important rese|
En thes with Europe, post-pandemic, However,
whiile his visits to Franee, Serbia and Hangary
e e very comdial, there s oo dissuising the
Eact that broader ties hetween Europe and
Clina remaln chilly and could ver go from bad

Eo worse Ehis vear,

M the erisis i Myanmar con-
timues io escalate, with the
muilitary losinyg: prounc 10 ke
Propdes Defense Force and
other insangent factions, the
apsecter of another mdlitary
coup looms ominously over the nation, The
Clisapuideel asmonss senbsor miliary ollicers, same
ol whom lave defected, meesirding the lecler-
ship of Priome Minister Senbor Gen, Min Aung
Hlaing underscores the fmpality of the current
Jness grlp an power. However, what f= even
mare alarming is the prospect that any new
cougs leader mizhit be even more brwtal and
repeessive than the curment regims:.
The past vear has

New military coup in
Myanmar a growing threat

dissenl among senkor officers, s created a
fertile ground for internal power struggles
Hisings leadership has come uncder Bilense
scrirtimy, with growing distllussonment over
his handling ol the onisis and hax Galure Eo
gl the spsurpeney. Thas discontent within
Clie ramks ol U ol itary counled potentially
pave the way for a coup orchestrated by disal-
Fe ledd el s seeking Lo asserd conkmol,
However, the prospect of 8 new mibitary
regime coming bo poer is a chilling one,
particularly considering the escabating
bnatadity onleashexd upon civilians by the
Currend junis. There i a geauine e that any
new keader emerging froam a coup could adopt
even larsher measores

promeseasgnr &8 s it
daramn F|:|-' =] .
A This discontent within o cisies commititesd
m'rm" the P:'wul;t;f the ranks of the military ﬂﬂltﬂ Pfﬂlﬂ'f'ltﬂ _
et couldpavethe wayfor S ireas e
fir;'nrld;mmd NEITRAT) a coup orchestrated by d.nflﬂtrﬂju-flllln_.;laihll._unlﬁ-.r.
ts abnses perpe- serve as a slark reemi
tratedd by e military Mﬂﬂﬂdgﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂ ol the ruthlesness of the

regime, they have
crrdimaie] lodensnd demsocracy anid justice.
The eenergence of the People™ Defense Faree,
many of whose fighters are covilinns amd
disgruntled mikicary personned, has furiber
commpElicated the allgation For (e junta. With
cach passing day, the regime finds ieself
mcreasingely isokted and on te defensive.
Yet, amdd the chaos and uncertainty, the
possehility of another military coup cammal
be discounted. The frsciuring of the milkary
establsshment, as evilenced by defections and

military’s tactics,
The intermabtional coimmimily muas ok

unlerestimaie the potendial ramifications
of andt e mifltary coug ln Myanmar, The
rrsis has already sparked a humandtanan

catastropde, with enblliees Pecing dlsplaooe-
ment, fod insecurity and persecution. A new
wave af vialemoe unkeasbhed by o reinvigorted
mbitary regime cowld exscerbate the sulfering
o the ovilian population and phinge the
contry bvto farthes tummall,

[t is imperative that the miemational

OR. AICEM IBRAMIM

L, Beii 0ol = e Shaita
nf =oms i natives e the

Mawtrms Irstlule lor Dlralsy
el Mol b WSSO, D0
X pirsarcibrakm

cotmunity, and particulardy the reglon, tike

progctive sheps bo prepare for sach a scemano.
The Assoctalion af Soulless Asian Nalias, as 4

reghonal bloe, must play & cemtral role i coord|-
mating 2 concerted response o the cosis in

Ayanaar. Whie efforts fo cisgsge with the junts
daplomatically have thos Bryiclded Emated
resgilis. ASEAN must demnonstrate firmneess anxd
LEnsly in fs approach o the sitzadion.

First anid forepost, ASEAN st reaffirm its
oommiiment bo the prmoples of demooracy,
Pumnean rights and dhe e of lew. The bloc
shingild anegquivacally condemn any atHempls o
sl Db weill o thwe peogde throgh milsar
menes and call for the restoration of civifian-led

event of repewed violence, This includes
providing essential add such as fond, shedter
andl medical supglies (o ihose alecied by

conflict and displecement, ASEAN member
states should also be ready (o offer mefuge

1o those fleedng persecution in Myanmar,
demonsrating solkdarity amd compassion ln

the fxre of adversity,

Al the srimwe timmie, e imlermstional comimis-
nity nmast send a clear maessage to the milibary
Jqumta that any furiber escalation of viokence
will niot be toderated. This may entadl imposing
targeted sanctions on iividuals and entities
el i haienan siehils aboses, 25 well 5
intensfnng pressure through multilateral

prverisanee i Myvanmar, — = [crrumes such o the
ASEANs credibility as 5 &8 LT Thse junita ot
regional arhiter hinges umclerstansd that there

om [t ability to uplold The junta must are comseqenes for
e U S i
vakuwes in the face o world is closchy
yranny and oppression, A€ CONsequences forits o G o

additienally, AsEaN  actions and that the world  sootber milliary coupin

shohl explare avenues Ry anmar is a stark reality

For diplommaise medis-
ticn ard dialogae to
[acilitate a peaceful nesodution 1o the crisis,
This could invohee convening talks between
the jumfa, the covilian oppositonn and other
redevant stakeholders to pegotlate a way
forward, While ehe prospects for dialogise may
st bleak &t present, sustained dipbomatic
pressure, cotigded with incentives [or cooper-

Hom, condd evendaally vield tangihle resulis,
Furthermore, ASEAN must be preparesd o

deploy humankiarian assistance to mitdgate
the: suffering of the civilian popalation in the

is watching closely

that canmnot be Enored. As
the junta contimes fo lnse
Eruiand Lo isurzend forees and Daoes mbermal
dissent, the risk of a power grab by disaffected
military offeicers looms large. However, the ioler-
natiomal commeumaty, and ASEAN in partsciclar,
mst be prepared ta copnfront this scenario
head-on. By realirming: iLs cofnmd msenl Lo
democracy, human rghls aml the nele of law,

and by pctively engaging with all stakeholders
1o seek a peaceful resodution bo the crisis,

ASEAN can help avert further blocdshed and
suffering in Myanmar, The time 10 act i maw,

srm
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el Visioay G i Lo crealbie
A Disipwess epviroeeme ! Chat

supports economle growth,

Trint Mafiz
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Business

Mlizual Hadohity Hioyoan

With an average growth
riale of 4 peroenl over
the past seven years and

an upward trajectory
buoyved by a pro-business

environment, Sandl
Arabia has demanstrated

remarkable resilience ambd
glohal cconomic challernges.,

iven BS sirstesic locyion, rofdast
econpmy, and ambitions  Vision
N, iis hardly surprsing thait
Lhe Kinpcloom sfamds as a sescon ol
pPrroEress and grawth in £l e L
A kv to this has been alirachnge

Foreign direct Envestimend, as well
As working on agreements with
neeshiboring coundries o ensune
sandi Arahia i seen as being open
for hasiness.

Economist &l policy  slviser
Mahmoud Ehairy fold Arab News
that the Ringdoem has “enhanced
eracle  relatbons  and  reduicesd
biarriers™ in this regard as it secks
o puat i€s Yision 2030 stralesy into
aeion

That plan aims to reduce the
pation’s dependesce an ofl, diver-
sify ifs economy, amnd budld a
vibranl society.

Fhairy added: “The Bingdom has

already started o take sepoas steps
tn capitalize on its exceptional

Borcan Lo Choroaig b Lhee establishoem
of lopistics amd free dradde z2omes,
coupled wilh efJorts o diversily
the economy under Vislon 2030,
attracts fomeign  investment  amd
Fosters el parinerships.”

Khairy emphasized that invest-
mienids  in diptial Ddrastoctune
and e-commerce platforms have
Murther maderneeed the Kineclom's
rade ecosysiens, enbancing (s
coEnEecviny with plebal markets

Furthermore, he said, tremen-
cloais efforts have been made to
pivance the financial ccosystem,
with new measures planmed to
ke T eaces Of dodng Dusiness
and develop  the  mvestimenid
environment furtee

Ehairy's analysis was echoed by
saudi-bases] economist Talal Hafiz,
wivo tokl Arab Newe “Opfe ol the
Enabn pdliars of Sauch Vislon 2030
= 1o create o businese emvirnament
thal supports ecomoaeic #=rowlh
in the Kingdom and attract FI¥
ak well as diversily the Rinpdom's
coalny. The ondy way o peach
siwch a goal is throwgh fGolitating
chsdiee bisiness arad Gracde”™

Gateway Lo global trade

Situdled Bt the orossroade of
Eorope, Asia, and Afnca, Sandi
Arabiln Tspasis g sfratesic poagraphy:
pral locatsom that makes il a nabeal
hiuby for interisstienal trade, EFiving
il oa unipue advantaere when i
COTEes 10 Asla=Europs: Coqmimse
channels amd distnbuting roods

thirokzls the Arabian Penimnsaba
With acress to aver 324 muilliom

cofisumers within a thiee-lour
flight radias, the nation serves as
an efficient paleway 1o markets
rpanning thyee conginenis

The Sadi freight and logistics
inclastry, supported by siare-led
brvestments in infrasrieciure, is a
vital component of the Kingdon's
ecanomic lamiscape.

Satidl Arabisn has  undertaken
exiensive expanson and modern-
ity efforts afb its porls, such
as the King Abdulaziz Port in
Thimmam and the Ring Ahdullah
Tort In Jeddah,  Incorporating
rultbner-eclme {er el oy Fali
eflscient Carpo lamding

Flluairy <uhd thaal thse deselopanaiil

gyl

of such modem ports “increases
he ooanlry's capacity o handle
large vodumes of cargo, therdhs
improving efickency and redcing
iransit tiees for gosds eniering
and leaving the region.®

Hadiz aiched: “"With a coambined
toal of 290 herthes, Saudi Ammbia's
ports comprise the Middle Easts
langest seaporlt network that nod
anly comndribuies & great deal o
national growth d alsa showeases

1he Kingdoims formaable regfonal
and imtermational standing”

He wend on o empghasice el
the coumdry™s ports are capahle af
accommodating any form of vesse|,

whilch s what deowe the Saccl Por
Arthority, akso Erowamn as Mawani
o provide specialized terminals
for various 1yvpes of omsls.

Furthermore, sibetantial
imvestmenls ame hetne made in
expanding rad and mosd nerwsorks
io enhance oonnectiviey amd
streamline the ransporiation of
!_'l|:|-:||_:|,-._||;|_||'|'||'-_|;|||',||]_|.'

Aocondng (o Khairy, the expan-
alom and improvesient of Sranspor
tatioin networks, including roads

raibways, aml airports, enhance
comiectivity  both  dormestically
and intermationalky

“This ws=mless oonnecivity

facklfates the movement of goeds
and people, sopporting suppls
claim  effciency  &wl  eslEing
hsinesses o arcess global markets
mare eflectively” he adilesd

saudi Arabda®s well-cstabdished
lwrmistics  infmastnociure  offers
unparalleded  opporfonities  for
hgmistics coimpaeies aned maralee-

VISION 2030

Saudi Arabia woos investors with
lucrative business environment

Vision 20350 aims to reduce the nation's dependence on oil, diversily its economy, and build a vibrant society
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When compared o many
Wesiern couniries, Sandi

Arabia’s corporaie Gy
Falits :rmml‘.:ll::f fower.

with certain indmstries amd
regions even benefiding

Mo Gax exempions or
resdueed rotes,

Mahminud Khairy

ErnrecaTia | arsy poloy maivensr

turers looking to capitalize on s
siralewic afdvanbares.

Business-friendly
environment

The Kingdom offers a bnsiness:
fricndly covironment  charscter

ized by stable economic poliches,
goverament  moentives, amd &
yoaithiul, tech-smrvy populabion.

Halke mobed et Saxli Arabss
“lumpext  significant places
he World Ihinks Ease of Dainge
Business index amd IMD. making
the Bingrdom among the workd's top
I ers

Ease of JThing Husiness jmlex

rankex] eoonomies from 1 b 1M
withh the EKingdoin =taoddiise al
namber 52 in the final report issised
i 220,

sl Arabila ranked 30 in 20TT%
[MD World DeEital Comgpeetitive-
ne<= Hanking. which ==rssrs
e capercily and readimvess ol an
coonemy o adopt ol explore
cdiggital iechnodogies as a key doiver
for eoonemic  transformation
hosness, povernment, amd wder
ST

The govermmment, thrugh Sauds
Arbigs  Cermeral [nvestmenl
Authority, also known as SAGIA.
dalfets varkss meniives o arirasc
foreign invesiors  These incen-
Fpes comprise oW oorporale [ax
rates, streamlimexd business regula:
IBats, &l mobost ndrastrnsciure
e logpment,

“When  comparedd o many

Wealem conniries, Saudi Arahla’s
corporate tax males are notahly
howver, wilth certain inclisstes and
regedis oven bencliting from tax
excmpibons. or  reduced  reles”
Ehairy pointed oui.

Hite sl e Do sey Ehad “thoe ligits-
lization of burcawcmabic processes
makes i edsmier for Dnsestors (o
navigase the business  envinon:
ment and set up operations in the
ORIy

The incentves play a3 sigmif-
Cant e I Evestor  decisions
w enhancing the atirsctivemeess
of Saucli Arabis as an investioenl
cestnation.

Businesses are drawty o nsarkets
wiih [Evorable @y meEames and

simydilies]l feEwlatory ameworks

Bituated atf the
Crossraads of

B, Auls,
and Africa, Sauci

drabii boaste
n wirntngic

geegraghical
leoation that
makes it o

natural ko for
Itermaticmnl

bracin, giving it »
unique aduantage
whan |t comas

to Asla-Europe

(L] e e Lo o)
channeds. 5P

as they contribite to higher profii-
abalily andd opesatbonal ey,
aocding to Khairy,

[Rafir addecd: “These deselop-
ments, which are aligned with
Sanli Arabaas Vison SE, wall
hopefidly  imcrease FIMS  coqile-
butiom fo the Kingdoms gpross
domestic prodect from A8 percend
in 208 o AT percend by B0G0°

With this, Samh Arabla presemis
lucmtive opportunities for foreizn

Investors Al erre e s
secking to establish iheir presenoe
in the reeiog.

Farthermore, Indtlatives  such
as the esahlishment of special
reonombe qoneR and the Erowth
of the venture capital sector

mislerscan e counlry™s cominit-
ment o foslering inmoyvation amd
rnrr--pr-m-urahln

[he VO sedor has aver 80 active
firens, wiih mose enfering e
market, highhghting the commis-
menl o ot inovalive
LA TN e,

Adhfine o ths, the conbinooas

infrastrscivwne developamend indila
Hves ke NEOM and Bexl Sea

Crbobml anckerscore e didicatbon
Lir establisldime op-lier bosaness
I'II'-|.I"|=-!|II"I1I."II|'--II'H'irlhll"rll"ll.'.'l.'l'H'l-llr
b bies across diverse modostries

Over 2000 iniematienal Hrme,
including Merthern Trust, Pepsilo
msm the US THG Hotels and
Resnrts, Pwl, amd Deloicte Froan
e UK, have opened thear reprional
headquarters in Rivadh

fhe Kmglom had previously
anmsounced that i woald not award
any dedls tooany feeipm coinpany

oF comamercial endity with a Middbe
Eastern hases ouwiside Saadi Arabia

sfarting fnoim Jamsery 1, 2034,

Diriving innovation
through technology
Embmacing  the tmnsiormative
P of artificial mtedlipenoe aml
machine keaming, Smwli Arahia is
sprartfieaclionge imitiatives o harmess
these techmalogies for ecomomi
rromathe

Under the leader=hip of Crown
Frince Mohammed bin Salman, the
naison s investing in Al research
education, and enfrasinsciome o
propel s mdustries into the digiial
AT

Accordling o Khadry, oallabaors-
bn between acaidemia, indesiry
aiwl Foveirtiment can harisess Al
pirntial o eohance  prodec
vily amd compeliiveness across
.

Al adoption can lead o pew
products, services, aned bosness
s lels, optimizing operations amd
deciston-malking. e cxplained

Generative Al a ocuthinge-edee
techealogy, holds bmmmoe s peders-
Hal fowr revolutionizing  supply
Clekin aml procurement operalns
in Sauwh Armhia,

The MNational Stratepy for Dala

ared Al inltinted In 2008, owtlines
the couniry's commitment Eo
alvancing Al capahilitses and data-
ibriven decision-making

Gemerative Al, powered by large
lanruage meodels like OpenAlds
ChatGPFT amdl Google= BEKT.
amds oul ax 3 transformative
lechmsbory with the pobemyiial o
revolutiondze supply chain  apd
proctreTmeisl operalions.

Within the contexs of Vision
2000, peoeratie Al alipns with
roales of economic diversificalinn,
loCadizarion. aml  sustaimabalay,
postioning Sandi Arabia as a key

plaver  in imfernational | supply
hedrn NEAgrIFHEnL,
*The merw Mabomal Esdusinal

SirareEy of tse Fimsedoin not only
fncises on msing the mmber of
[actories in =il Arabda bo 36 000
baig alse Improves s tiechnological
rapsibilities" aocordling (o Taliz

A visionary path forward

A4 Baodi Arabia  continuoes s
jnurmeey tofvarts eronomic diverss-
fcation and mnovation, it remains
poised to eimerge as a global leader
i business and technology,

*1 belseve that the sky i the lima

wien 1 comes b0 DUsiness ofsHor-
fumaises in Saudi Arahia, especially
in economic sectors Lhal coulkd add
vithue fo the Kingdom's ecomamy
srirh as advances]l  techoodymies
il, distinl economy, (aterned o
things and other sectors, especially
ailvancetl  renewable  energies”
Elahz =aid.

Smpdi Arabdas youth  popada
o, o bamed wiih 143

dhdlbcatbon o education Al
I bl ogical aclvancemend
posilions 0 as a8 powerhonse of
takent and mnavation

[ Lhwe exva ol mipply chain divera-
fecatbon, Saudl Arabia has emerged
as a compelling mival in the glohal
legistics market, The Kingdm
presends pin atlrsctive propaosition
fior businesses seeking to opbimize
theeir supgly chadns and  expamd
Pheir ghobo] Tootprimnd.

As Sandi Ambia continues on its
=il B beooaminge a kol supgds
Chain hub and o beader in AT and
mashine learminges, 1l is prwcilizing
PregTans that egulp its :|II'II1|'I with
the skills and knowleder required

lior  these ranslonmative jolb
oo il bes,
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HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS

The rise of the Saudi

perfume market

Sector mirrors the Kingdom's opulent litestyle and its people’s historical connection to scents

Manal Al-Barakatl Fio

sandi Arabia, with its

rlch cultural herftage and
burgeoning coonomy,
presents a complex study
of contrasts amd traditions,
particularly in its loxury

perfume market.
This sertor, deeply  InEralned
m Saudi  society, mimors  the

Kingdmms apulent lifestyle aod jis
prOpEis R al commeeeon b
e ls.

With e markel's valuatien at
$1.K billion in 2023 and anticipatesd
grovwth b 5246 hillkon by 2002 the
Rinpeloms perffume indisly is a
testament 1o the caltural sigpnifh
cance of fragramnce,

Accopding e data  from. the
Ministry of Commerce, exports
ammoiniited L SHEIS million (SR
millieny for 0 months of 2003
compared to imporis, mostly [Fom
European Srantrees, amssanting
tp SKLl hillion durnme the same
preriol

The rise of |locally prodiicesd
saudi perfumes poses an opper
tunity for Invesiors o longer
PESEHbed fo Indernathonad ramds

The pumber of commencial
reElEiratioms pranted o practice
thie mamufacturing angd barling of
pecfumes in Saudi Arabea Turther
demonstrates the rsise '|II'ZIIII|I"I'II.':|
of citizens 1o imvest m the industry.

According e data from  the

miid=iry, twe number of eddsting
commercial records for perfume

manulfEcluringe  activity in  the
Kingdom reached 1,263 by the end
o Thii2s,

Moreover, the pusl B [emale
empowerment amdl  moreased
boairism & expectec] o oy
the market further, making it an
appealing sector for investors amd
ETEME T LITS.

An inclination toward
lnxury and tradition

Im thee beeart of Saud Arabia's scemd
market bes a preference for lnxury
afed tradithon. Prembum prodacts
dominale the scene, milectime a
poche Ll psersclaand e Bl -gualing
ingredbemts and prestgious heand
asmacialions,

Chandra Mohan, the assistand
vice president at research firm
NS Imteblbzenoe, 1old Arab XNews
that the demancd [or peemiam
fragrances is incrcasing duoe to
risine personal disposable tnoome
And surging GonsumeT AWArcness
aboaik the bepefits ol nsne extrava-
AT perfuaimes,

Bata gathered by his Arm
revealex] that the hixury calesory
hickd the larger share of the
Kinpelom's scenl markel m 3022
accoiinting for almost the entirery
of thee sector al 80,9 pereent.

“Premium perfumes are made up
ol leiEh-gualily inereshienls, which
differentiate  them  from othe
chenp products. Thess are also
coreCeEnirared and ong-lasting amnd
are desigmeed 10 evalve and offer
more sophisticated and relined
pcEpeTienoe,” Mohan explained

“Nowadays, people are also
HCOMINE moare cofsrions anond
brands and shifting toward gquality
and premum prlucts, 2 they
Baave leiph spemsling: power. This,
Ehe ETOWIENE USARETE 44 HCTRIEITI
products i contributing o the
prowih of the market In  the
cotmniry,” he added.

The inberend ouusadity arud s
of the Sandi perfume marked,
dirven by the cultural seenificance
of scents swch as owd amd musk,
have condribeted to the medustoy’™s
R,

With thelr complex prohles aimwd

Wtk their

complaz prodilos
mnd tradticnal

imgretlants,
Arpbic perfumses
“omimdrd &
Hgnfioart
miarest aharo
AT L = o

traclitional  meredsents,  Ambic
petTubnes cominamd & sgEEnihcant
marked share.

Thesr popalarity 5 a mixl o the
regioms cabiural heritage, where
these aprances ame more than
Jast secots: They are a |'||'|||.:-_'|' 11
the past and a celebration of Armb
ulentity,

Demonmstraling this, darienlal
perfumes pocounted for  the
Erresl revenue share of the Saodi
periume market, scoounting Tor
GBAT percent in 20622, acoording o
A regaart vy PES Inbellipemsee.

The repori further noted thas
Lhis caleenry is expected o Frow
by & percemt from 2033 to 2000,

The crafismanship behind these
fragmances, often passed  down
LaroEh pese sailions, sddds layers of

FASTFACTS

® With the market's valuation
at 1.8 billion n 2023 and
articlpated growth to $2.6
billson by 2032, the Kingdom's
perTuma indestry & a
testameant to the culturad
slgnificance of fragrance,

& Tha mimber of commarcal
regletrotions granted to

practice the manufacturing and
Battling of parfurmes in Saud|
Arwbia further demomstrates
the rising tendency of citizens

to invest in the industry

depth and sophistication, making
ithem highly sought after locally

ancl intermationaliy

Ihe inclimation toward preminm
frasrances commecls back b deep-
roabed culiural practices where
perfumes served as an extension

of perecfial Wbeniity amdd social
stancling, the owmer of Saudi

perfume brand “Nabdh™ £ayvnah
Al-Hamza, told Arab News,

The digital age
and celebrity branding

The diFttal landscapse has [rans-
formed  how  perfumes are
marleeted and sodd i Saucdi Amabia

E-commeree, bodstered by the
pandemic, has secoime a crithcal
channed for reachine comsumers
wilh foany Brancs expancling: thei
cmline presence

“In recenl times, developments
i information apd communics
ibhom  technologies,  particolarls
sicial media, Teve revolwtionioed
ithe way marketing activities take

place. Social meda has sirfacesd as
g coabefectlye and et infor
mabion exchange platform for all;|

Mohan <aud

‘Celehrsties are also promoting
serprald Biranes ot sodial media amd
peogde  are  increasingly  buving
Lthose products becauuse ol cedel-
Fii imtheemsee,” e ackded

In March 20625, Porturmuese influ-
ecer Creorping Rodrisues starmred
in seacial media slverts for Saucdi
fragrance bramsl Lavernse, which

later oollabsvmaies]l with  Elobal
suipetmiseclet Tavior HiRL
Perfiime compamies partner

wilth celebrities 0 mcrease bramd
awnreeess  amnd  drive  websie
Iraffic awl sales. the PES pElobal
report sald, adding that this tactic
alsn amls o renerabine enempEe-
Menl, cresling a4 cormmimnity, and
seTvInE as a chanme] for custiamers

tha markak

Furthar
e

& @
Nowadays,
people
are sl
hecoming
Birre®
COESCToS
abaount

hr-amds amd

shiling
toward

guuality and
JrrC i

prodnets,
as Lhesy
have high

sprernling
VT

Chancrs Mohan
Maaiard WP ui

-'-.'_: ey e

Tho rlana

O lacally
produs e Bagdi
parfumes

pOSaE an

appartunity
far linveitcrs

na lmgnEr
rexfiricted Lo

bt ol
branas,

e sicek

This shifl bhas madle the Sauddi
laxary  perfumse marked neHe
aoopsmible amnd has opened  wp
W Svenoes [or heamds L engape
with thetr mplicnoe through social
media amd online markelme,

The Interplay between iradidon
aml modernaty amwl embracinge

abiFstal meelhedds seds the sape
o a dyoames iture in the Saiacdi

fragrance industry.

The unisex phenomenaon
Crisex fragrances, capturing the
largesl markel share, bxlicsie a
progressive  shift in  consumer
belavior. This tend anderscores
B Zrowing acceplance of ||r||l'|l_|| iR
that tramscen:d trabiboaal boand-

artees, with scemts ke ouel, meish,
anell amber being wsed for scents
that appeal toall cusiomers

“fAncither b=y Irend observesd
the: markes |F-|||-'l'|"|'-II'I|ll'-'-"II'I.’IIII-=| LY
wmsex perfumes. This is because
pecple have dilferend tastes ardd
3 largr number of individuaks are
looiinge [of an aroma thal is nol
only feminime bat alse masculine,”
Lhe P&S amalyst said.

“MobsoyeT, anyvabe CEl wear
them, and i allows sharing amd
R A T collesikons  aImeHE
diMerenl  pencders,  Furthermore,
IWHECE periimes are neutral i
tclor amd muillennial consumeTs
are moerly choosing prodscts with
inimitable [ragrances in arder
i beclihd ap their personaliny ammd
individuality,” he added

T hese preferences hivhlisht the
changing landscape of the Saudi
marteet, which, despite its tracds-
Hednal fomslations, = receplive [o
i et din i e,
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Iét:;::;r; FLETY ) Tech stocks ceen
prices rise atl refiurning to loss
faster rate in April  in fowrth quarter

&1Ly s omeergenos Af an agpansive arahaschagionl. cultural. and toariam hub e & signifoant mbestore in SBaud| Arabin’'s economic giversifiontion efTorts, -5

Anarm Walld b

Increasing visitor numbsers
to the culinral and tourksm

b of AIUL is already
delivering a boost o Saudi

Arabla’s economy In line

with Vision 2060 ambitions,
experts have told Arab News.

sitiated im the northwest of Sawb
Arabla aed cover ng arotind 22,000
s km, the Kingrdom's historic oy
also bossis a thriving agriculiaral
seclor that playsa pivotal rode in il
cropsie development.

Hoilh wpon social, economic,
and  ecoloesical  principles, s
Hoyal Commission for Altila has
oudlined a sirabesie roadmap fos
the comprehemsive development
of the area, with the primary
obgsecty e ofF asslsting the Hll:'llllih.'lllil
i diversifying bevond @l and
contribating to the national gross
choanestic proglact.

This stralegy encemnpasses three
main pillarc tounsm, bemtage,
alml mature: el comnainy: and
econamic daversificatun,

Plillip Jo@nes, ohiel  (owrsin
officer al RCU, told Arab News;
“AlUla is an intepral parl of the
toanrtsm  ohfectives  driven by
sacndi Visson MEML With AlUk's
regional ecoformy primarily desven
by Loarismm, by HERS, AU will
contribute 8 cumulative SHIZ0
Billiom {5531 billlion) to the Rinedom's
R

He sl the RCLU 1= following a
“lEht-touc ™  todaressen moeded  fo
ensure the contineed conserva-
Liom of AlULYS natural &nd culinral

heritage,

Jones also haghlighted that Al a
aosted over 60,000 visfors Dest
year, marking a 43 peroent increase
from the previous wvear, and
prrogecied that @ wouk]l weloone

Encre € b 2Ee0, 000 visidors in 2004,
“We are alsoon track to achieye 2

bl Bon visators annaiadly by 200657

Tourism inlrastructure
Acrass the Kingdom, the transfor-
mative economic impac of bmersm

k5 in fall swing.
im 2004, Al = posed (o

weleoine twa  ew Bodeds:  Dar
Tambora in the second guarter of

the wear and Hegra Boutigue Hotel
im the fimal quarter.

These mew sdditions will jols
Habitas and Hanyan Tree, cone
Brosfeds dhat opetied D 2027 and 2E2
respeciively,

Ackbionally, i the comime years,
AU will also welcome AZULIE
AllMa Resort, Sharaan Besoel, and

the Iovbermsationsl Samenk LT,
amomg others,

VISION 2030

AlUlasrise drives economic
orowth and job creation

AlUla on track to achieve 2 million visitors annually by 2035

“AITEAY omseTERNcE A8 Al #X]xiN-
aive archelosical, cultural, and
tourism huh, equivalend in stae to
Belpium, is a sipnificant milesione

I Saucdl Arabdas cconcande diver
sificabon  amd  global  ootreach
eiduapcemenl ¢orts” All Haider,
regionel director for Middle East
and Al al Nommdic, a sabsidiary
of Fragomen, told Arab News,

“As Allla contimees to devedop, it

15 pesed o atiredct a diverse rangy
ol wisibanrs, batd locally aul interna-

tionmally, in line with Saudi Arabia's
aim of Atracting: 50 milbon visibors

by 2030 and having the towrism
sector contribuate SHED billion o

1he economy” Halder sdded

This development comes as RCL
mecenldy lawmches] its sl plobal
brand CAmpatEn - “Fareser Hevie
alising” - which Jones described as
the enrbodiment of thelr vision for
Al

Thes showeases the commassion's
comrmitment by nol just preseryine
AlUlas historical essence but also
enhancing  the mpon’s  efermal
appreal, sccording to Chee exacutlyve.

"We will conbimee to sese the
O rEnEC benedits ol semart. sustain-

ahle development as we wrelcome
more  mvlermadional visilors with

new  Intermational  Hghts, new
hexirry accommoidations, and our
vear-munil  activities and affrac-
s BOU's Jones meiteralod,
Hadder emphasized how  a
suree in lowrism will also bead 1o

increased  demand for  anclllary
services such as accomamosdation,

Iranspsortation, (our #uldes. and
dining establishments.

“By invesbne in destimations
sch a8 AlUla, the Kingdom alms
o reduice jis dependency on oid
Tevenie aml cresie new, suastain-
alble soiices of economye #Frowih
as well as preserve and promente
il cultural berslage” e Nomadic
execuiive highlishied

&

With AlUE"
regional coomnomy
primarily driven by
tourism, by 20035,
AIULa will
contribute 5

cumulative
w120

Biillion (531

e al BCU

Workforce and talent
acguisition

As the repon undergoes develoge
menl, there will hkely be tangible
|I'.'I'Ii:ll'l.'l'|-'-|'ll'll"l:'l|:-'- ¢ the Rimpckem's
broader talent  acquisition  and
retetiicn  melrios acfoss various
ErCinTe

“While increasine demand for
burisen 1o destinations Hke AlULa
will treale jobhis locally  within
the [odrism  sector and other
s i sectons, vistlors Wo AT
may also leverage thedr stay o visit
atheer peirts al the Kingtdom, or even
the broader reglon, amd therchy
hroaden the ecomomic impact of

Uhedr vislt ™ Haicer explained

He contimued by stating that this
could [oster thwe developeanent of
|essre - ke torism cestimations,
Adklatizonally, he menltione] that the
global uptake of “blelsure travel™

FASTFACT

The Royal Commission for

AlUla has outlined a strategio
readmap for the comprshensive
development of the area,

with the primary chjectve
of assisting the Kingdam in

diversifying bayond oil and
cantribiiting ta the natonal
gross domestio product.

miEhd resull o visitors savinge in
the Kingdoms for longer periods
and patentially exploring the local
business lanslscape

He emphasized that doe o
several recenl enhancetments, this
wils more atbractve than ever

Bletsare  travel refers o the
omdding of business and leisure
activities within a smgle Lrip.

“Furthermore, AlUlas potential
b aftract inlernational talent will

acilitate  knowledge  exchange
angl collaboration, leadinge @ the

iransfer of skills amd  expertise
In the ol workforoe® Hader

NTRTLERITEEA
Hre poinied oot that the

Figrdom's ambitioas {larged
. of creating over 1 million jobs
% willuin Lhe toairism mosstry by

D peflects fis commmigement
e leveraging both local and
giobal talemt fo dove
eronnael prowlls in
mudiiple ways,
Additiomally, be
expaimed thas
creating those jobs
“hinges on elec-
tive  implemenia-
Lion siralesies and
sustaged  oves
Erent 10 inbrasaric-
ftare  angd  hunman

capital develogiment.”

sl Arabds also lis ofe of the
voaiaeesl popalitions  pElebally,
with 63 percent of Sawdes under the
age ol 30

“The vouth represend a slgndf-
cant advantage for the country’s
diversiliestion ambitions, offering
a skilbed, imnovative, and cost-
eflective workhnro=. Adkcdi#ionally,
it fosters ontrepreneurshdp  amd
acrederales  technology  adoption
over the long term.” he !'J'Ill.i'li‘l'.-j.':l:'lt

Hakler also hishlishied how the
fresh perspectives and digital profi:
cheincy ol this demosraphic have
the potential 1o propel the growth
and oompetitiveness. ol  Saudi
Arabia’s ecomomy on a gholwl scale

“Uonsidering  the  Kingdom's
prasclive approach 1o lapping
o  internatonel  talent  poals

- 3% evidenoed by the recently
cihanced  Prommiom H.-I.":-iﬁ'li'i'll.':l-
Permilt schemmse - as owell as s
brosder commitment te coonamic
cliversilzes fon compded witly A s
sirabeges ='F|ii,'.'lil|"l{'-ill'i'|21.' & A HIrEm
desiination, there I optimasm
that this mitlatyve will contribire
signifscantly 1o job creation,” he
e ki,

Fromy ROU™s  perspective,  the
preaple of Alla are at the center ol
thedr strategy, and they are among
ihe promary beneficianes of the
diversified scommmy.,

“In the process, we expec] GG
create arcund 40,000 new jobs by
A, which will be Alled mainly by
talent fram AT and across Saucdi
Arahia,” Chief Strategy and Degital

(HTeer at ACU, Wakeed Al-Davel.
iolid Arab News

He silded thal IWCU has alreacls

created “thossands of new johs,
fraiped thonsands of Saowls m
rritical b skills to0 match the

redpuareenens ol the oew posiiks,
provided language training amd
st olarships, and reduoesd the kocal
jobless rate by more than half”

Sustainable destination
There &2 oo doalkd that Al s also

pelays & vital role En sustainability.
Al-Davel cxplamed that RCUs
development of the city inte a

world-rlass sustalnahle  desiin
i for tourism and investrmemny

was mkled by the 12 prasciples of
ithe Alla Sustaimabidlity Charter,
allgning with the goals of Saudi
Vision 2080 aml the Sauds Green
Indtlative.

The execiove further elaborated
o e creastie mumber of inilis-
tives regstered with the Sauodi
Ministry of Enerey amad Ministry ol
Enviranment, Water, and Agricul:
fure. These are specifically focused

o Key musiainable growih Inibia-
tive ohjectives

Clana’s indlation rale quickened
Last month, official data showed

Saturday, as the povernment

ke 10 boost spending in
Ehie workd’s second-largest
ECUIEIOIEY .

The consumer price midex
s by GO0 pereenl vear-oin-
yiear in Aprll. staying In positive
territary for the thard straight
maonth, aconrding to the Ma-
Liomal e ol Sialistis.

The fipare was higher than
the 0.2 percent nse forecast
by Bdoomberg analyses and
gp from a (L] percent incoease
st monih. However, facbory
gate prices remained mired
i a e Aathonary' i that has
perststed since the end of 2022,
The producer price index sank
|'.l_'.' 2.5 PErcent Vear-od-Yesar

Chinese policymakers have
repeatedly tried to get consum-
ers Lo opeens thedr wallets ait the

resplts have so far been mixed
AFP

Japaisese technol o=y mvestor
SofiBank Groug s expected (o
slip back into the red despiie
bt bireobogy stocks icluding
Arm Hobding, its core asset, per-
[ormic well aver the guesrter.

Analysts and imvestors are also
arerly pwaidnge chues alsol
ew growth [nvestments as
Softfank has ample guidrty
angl can monetese is huge hold-
I i AL

The share price of Britain
based Arm, in which SofiGank
lwas & 90 percend stake, rosghly
dhoubled in Febmuary afler strong
earnings resulis stoked investiar
exciement over Arm’s anticipat-
ol Eains, biit Arna's shade price

does nat feed Info SoftBank™
prodit as it is a subsidiary.

The perlornencs of SoltBank’s
Gl bret Liste] assets were mixed
over the quarter — shares in
Conpine and Doorllash o bust
DI Global and Grab Holdings
[=ll. Reuters

Chant of

GOP PER CAPITA 1N FINLAND

:l'.-.l =5

THEDAY :

Groas doms=erthc e
procuct par caphs in il
Finlars amounked o .
C48, 3458 in 2022, ad

Fa

Bores: Yratinis

F o] b T e Hr g |

Whal Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN Ok ON THE FPLANE

Muse of Fire

MICHAEL RORDGW

Micha=| Korda's “Muse of
Fire® takes & novel approach
o Warlel War | by tefing its
history through the
livies af the saldar-
poets whose verses
mamariakze the
war's uramaginable
RlE LT

In o swasping

narrative, Korda
recounts thiess

four years of a

Expansion

Husk says
Teslacharger
network will grow

l'esla boss Elon Musk said Fri-
clay the edecorse velibcde maini-
facturer would invest over 8500
il Lhis veasr o inslall mew
supeerchargers, just days after a
repuart of massive layoffs in this

birakich of the company

“Tesla will spend well over
SHOM cxpanding our Sn-
percharzer nelwork bo create
thowirandds of NEW chargers this
year,” Elon said on X

According o pech W outled
The Informabtiom, Teska was
Enoving 1o disharnd fls siiper-
charger department, layving off
enost o its SO0 workeers as well
as ks senbor director,

The revelation radsed ques-
Clons slsaul e Mibure develop-
el of Tesla’ oetwark of over
S0 fast chargers — the mos|
exiensive in the workd, accond-
Ing to Tesda — which can adid
R0 mudles R0 kil omee teers) of
P 10 & Quarier of an b
AFPF

chellization destroying teelf
and portrays the lves and

mngrulshed deaths of the young
rmien who unforgettably

dlumirsmted it
As the images

of biruttal trench
warfare in today's
Ukraine darmanstrata,
conteEmporary

L intmreat in “the
war to and war”

resmiains high

| Aeview

US to raise tarifls
on Chinese
electric vehicles

The LS is planning to increase
LEriils on Chinese clesn energy
poxls, news repaorts said Friday,
wilh Bevies on edectie vehicles
expected 1o roughly quadnaple,
The move, reporied by Lhe

Wall Sireet Jowrnal, comes atf the
enid of a Inng-avaited review of
tariffs that were impuosexd during
a Irade war between Washing-

Lo el Bedjing.
Then-president Donald Trmp

[t Larkis o soene S3040
halkion im goods from China,
CHlTbcials have since indbated
a review of the actions, with
the IS Trade Representative

redpirea io look bvio e (N FTES L
o the bevies — first inbrosbocesd

in 308 — &fies Tour vears.

A clecaiséon, expried] on e
coming Tuesday according to
s reports, woubd come as
President koo Biden gears ug
fior a rematch with Tramp in
Mo mber s presidesifiad elec-
tion. AFP

ﬂrﬁmhmuwmqm
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FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

SFORE LIVING SOLUTIONS

Kerten Hospltallty doubles Q1
gmwth on back of Saudi expansion

Kerten Hospitality, aglobal keaderin
Besprake hoapitality amd inlestated
biving solutions, has amoanced (i
bias dowibled year-on-year prowih
in the first quarer of 2024 Thw
hospatality company now  boasts
oy Hiein 57 projects memess ey
hobal markes, mchicding Romse,
sawth of France, Morcon, Saadi
Arabax, and the UAE

In & strategie display of s
exguindling porifodin, herien Hospi-
bality  participated  proosmdneniiy
at the Future Hospigaliy Summmi
bielel in Rivadh, Feslarmme a booth
that highlightsd several of Rerten
Hospitality's hoiels in Sawd: Aralaa,
alrnd ehpoweasssd thee Braind™ sy Tey
s Ly e Saonli Minsory of Towrism
and Aseer Investmend Company,

The Heuase Urban Eco Resort
in Rivadh city conter, a standout
project  highlighied by  EKerten
Hospitality in peninershlp with
developers KIKAY and HAFAL
ard  sippared b e Minssory
of Tourism, garnercd significant
attembon,. The fesort is  posed
t redefine wrban eco-living. It
siimlessly  Inteprates  |eisane,
wellness, anel business within a
suslainable and luxuriciis ervinson-
ment, showcasing a wew standard
in urhan development.

The sumnenil alse served b8 &
platbrm  to  hWighlight Eerten
Hospitaliry™  strategic psrier-

ships, modably with Aseer Invesi-
menl Company, aiming fo unbock
sihstantial OppEriiunitecs | Else
Asrer  oElons  loepdiadity  and
heritare seriors,

Mormover, RKRerlen Hospitalily
and Bahee] Tourism  Develop-
mendl Cosnpany aimupced their

parinership, facilitated by ASFAR,
pois=l to elevate integrated [nving

o Vanehbas waterfronl. The agree-
ment, which was signed af the
sugmimid in Hivacdh, will see Kerten
Hospiiality managing Bahes)'s
hiolel in Yanbo umdder the premivm
Clond 7 bramd, an inmevatnve hodel

il b (5 8" AS )iy g™ paad A
2 o ALalSiall Sliad) Baga g asdlia 3yt sliS U

Kertun Hoapitality nnd Bnhasy
Tesurlam Development Compary
anndsed thelr partresahip,
Tacitased by ASFAR. at tha Futura
Ho&pltality Swmimit s Rlyadh.

anel  remidence [Efestyle  bheand
known for s vibrani designs,
cymamic check-in lnbbaes, bealthy
food opticns, a besch chub, and
curated retadl boutigques.

“Formen Hosywtallty s sef
A trajectory of innovation  and
Erowilll. Our significanl expan-
slon In the frst quarier (s o
just abonl seale, bl also aboud
deepening our engagement with

GLOBAL BEST PRACTICES

Aqualia spotlights
sustainability initiatives

at Saudi Water Forum

Aquaktia, a glohal leader in waler
maEEaEenient, b obee &Eln
emergex] as a key participant at the
Sali Water Forum — the Saadi
wiler sectior's premier event. Tlwe
forum, hested from Apell 28 1o
May I, im Biyadh, was held under
e paltroasze of Saudi Minister of
Enviromment, Water and Agricul-
Lure Abduiralman Al-Fadhl,

This years ovent showcased the
larpesi gathering of major public
el and  private  emicprises
merdlved o wakT services o ihe
Ringchom. Aqualia took part in ibe
evenl delivennge a lechoieal poesen-
Cati o oty Wber secEiriy and sisstain
abifity, amd exhbiting s Gies)
PegboTEl PRl

davier Diaz, Aqualia’s ooaniry
matiager in Sl Arabks.  also
dedivered o presendation on Apnl
1 duringe the fonmm's key session

“Enhamcing  Operaisonal Asset
Eficiency  amd  Sustamabaliby”™
Moderwled lw Bard  Al-Hashed,

eeiecubive viee presscent of prissats-
thoy at the Naticnal Water Cosnpany,
Ehae discussed Agquahia’s sucoessfid
TEleEhed  amad Deest praciists 1n
maANAEmE waler services o ersume
sepsfainalaliny En vefen mresas

Fer also  highlighted Agualias
stpnificani mle 0 manazine waler
resoairoes for mode than B milion
resickents thmough itk recent contracts

o e st north clisters Thwse
pOracts encompass cHmpEenensnT

manazemenl of waler treatment
[acilities, tanks, pumpng @nd Glling
stations, as well as supply and sewage
nefwiwlks acmss several | peglons,
imcludinge  Asir, Al-laha, Majram,
Jaen, Al-Gassime. Hal, Al-Jouf, amd
the norihern border, for a period aof
VUL YT,

"Ax o of the lampest  waser
el companies  im e
worltl, we are well sware of the
impartance ol safeguanfing water
quality  amkl security;” Disz  sasl
“Leveraging our  mesomoes  and
experlise i he Kimpadams, s aim
o contribufe o B achievement
al Vislon 3030, cmpowerng the
people, communibes, and pariners
we Ve Wwith preaied cess o
tmely and all-important o
Homs A= over, e Sswdi Water
Forum served as the perfect plaiform
[ s o shime a ligght an oar ogoing
work, with the everd providing an
apportunmaty for us o shoacase the
vl Ol s | coredithi manapemend
ard the mle o plys m improving
our understanding of the impact o
challeng= swch as climate change
A rbarl Eadisn.”

The Smeli Water Fonem serves
a5 4 oricial plstforn for discissing
angoing and fsiare strategies o
Az amnd secure waler resouroes
effioctively in the regon, reflocting
Saudi  Ambias  commitment  to
siElanalde  wakeT  mEnEe s
raciEes.

hecal culiures amd cofnmumndties,”
satel Marloes Knippenberg, CEO of
Eerien Hospitalily. “Each projec
I5 8 reflection of oar oomrmmiimen
o rreating spaces where bespoke
mieds bcal”

Malalbdy, the FHS baosoth leatuimed
a recreation of the Dar Tantora The
[House Holel, an embdem of Al
cultural heritage, and displayed
clamic cars at the eplmnce

symulsolizing the wngue clasracter
of the hotel, The Jik-key hatel was
reslaoree] usingE U samwe ancienl
materials and anchitectural
lechomigiees as the raditiona] mmed
brick hatldinges of the area

Hm ]

e O el i

E i E =
W

N

AL i Forelronst of Herten Hospi-
talitys Saudi expansion is “The
Collectlive by Rerfen Hospitalsy”™
an inltiarive designed to group s
network ol EY ouburally rooted,

v inmovative losgiiality venares.
This mitiative nod anly emphasizes
thee acsihetic appeal of its proper-
Lies bl also Focvises o Lhe strateyic

plEgmment of business goale with
loecal culfural values, whixch has

prrovely essentlal for the suistalna e
growvth of the global portfolin,

Fertenn Hospitalilys Nakhati
brand, a colinary initiative, was
s featuredd of the sommal
Kerten Hespdtalkity has anosouced

HLOBAL EXFANTIGN

B
LI Y|

FUTURE
HOSPITALITY
SUMMIT

FAlDi ARERIRN

KCETEJH

4

an ambitiows plan 0 empEwer
50 Samdi female entreprencors

through sirateric  partnerships
to provide the opportunlty for a
single-Eamiby offece 1o ranchise S0
Kiosks and 20 Cares,

MNakhati also  ammeoonced @
unkpe collaboration with glga
prajiscdl  [ririvah Gale, where if
will produce an exclsive Diriyah
lavor available at Bugain Termaoe,
[0 celebrale the regioin’s rch
hetitage and favors

Thiz quarier also marked the
imiciation of a significant partmer
ship with Kayah, a perfume brand
b By entpepec iy ul Mons Kattan

AvilLease delivers four
A321neo aircraft to Frontier Airlines

Avil.ease, the rm=nge slobal adrcrall
fessat Whplly areeed Ty PILF, Sanclh
Arahia’s soverelgn wealth Fundd,
has seccessfully delivered four
Adrbes A2 ineo afrcrall on lease Lo
Colorade-based low-cast aperatar
Fromtier Aidines. Theoe are the
fhrsl ol sl sl -generation aireral
Hhad will e delivered in W

The Afrbues AT Eneo is e of the
miost  fuel-cfficient, sustalnable,
amd  techmolopmically advanced
arrow-hoady arcral i the
marked, These deliveries have st
the tempn fw Avilease, which
ix seekine e build o diverse
porifolbe of the mosi advancsd
Intesl-proeration narmoaw-  amd
wikde-Dody alreraft avalkebde, asd
an ever-increasing chient portfodio

Edward O'Byvirme, chief exescn-
tive officer. Avilease, said: “We
are thrilled {o defiver the fars

four of six new ASZ2Ineo adrcrafli
o Fromber Alrlimes. Our partner-
ship with Fronfeer contimies fo
sirengthen and we ame proud o
suppert  their flect modernizs
hom with the A3ZInen, one of the
micel  Ineclemamd  alecraft o the
world, We wish the Frontier team
contnusd  suecess with  their
ommmitmend to provide affordahle
aml reliabde air travel ®
AviLosse fulfilks PIF s mandate to
wtlock the capahalebes of prornity
sedtora  thatl can  suppast  the
dhversibcation of Saudi Arabia’s

‘A Y I!'

__i.'.r!—

The Birbus & 1dWnpo le ono of tho

mast fusi-nfficiant, sustalnabis, amd
technoloycally advancod narrow-

by mircraft in tha market

HIGHLIGHTS

# The delivery ks part of a larger
arder of &ix Airbus A32ned
akreraft to be delivered to
Frentier in 2034,

#* AviLease's rapid global
sapansion supports PIF's
mandate to unlock the
capabilitias of the Kingdom'a
aviation sector to support
economic diversification

coniribate i

a1l
pm-ail GIEF growth, In addition,

the compaiy supports a thinviogs
aviation sector and drives fimancial
wislainability within the aviaimon

eI

Ceosvaietrn, N I with Vision
ML Avilease will conlinue o
previde Joscal ecanomibe oppaartuani-
ey aned create dired] amd incirect
jobs for the Sash community in
the aviation amsd inancial seclors.

The Iatest defivery reaffioms
the mpid giohal expansion of

Avileass, which hat a mancate
fr supgly  sustainebde, rffcient
lmasinge and Gnancine  services
b atrlines across the world and
i5 already playine a major mile in
e expiiskon of the Kingdoen's
aviabinn erosysicm

Corporate
Briefs

TS BT 0¥ N S

Strategic Leadership

Mastercard's Adam
Jones to head West
Arabia division

Alastercard has announced strategic
erdimeeanenls te its lesdership
s im the MENA regon. The move
s parl of the company’s ¢farts o
strengihen s regkmal leadershilp
with a Tcvixon fast-trackine growcth,
devpe ining slakefiodder e igsaseneenl
s enbsanciengs fodus on ils multi-ral
capabilities in ey markcds

T he formeer MENA Cemtral cluster
will nvw make g Ehee Wesd Arakila
devision, while ther MENA Eas
Cluster will Torm the Esst Aralds
divisiom,

Nlasterarl has appointed Adaim
Jomes to the now post of cxecutive
vice presiclent and division pres-
dhemt for West Araida

“Tov estabdislians the YWest Aralsa
[rivisiom, the business has lakem o
el step Torwared Lol
ofn the dedication, resilienc, s
exorptional achieyements of the

MENA Cetitral veakn,” sl Joress,
Jonies has more tham 15 years
i eaperivide i Lhe paviseils
imdustry. He has heen at Mastercand
[cir e Lhan eirhil vears, servinge
ir various kesdership positions [n
the UK, Micldle East, amsd Afrca,
inchading coumiry manager for
Easl Alrics, Elobal comimeicial
trave] and expenss kead and more
recently, country peneral manaser
fior MEMNMA Cenmiral,

Al Matrllity

Khalifa University,
Manta Aircraft sign
partnership

Ehafila University of Sceence and
TR ooy amol M A Alrcealt,
am angmal equapment manufac-
murer al ledng-range hybrgl-eleots
achvamoed air mohility vwhicles, have
anoeneed that o comiinoal apree-
meemt has boen Analized 1o develop
innoaative fight sydens for 1be elec-
irie vertheal and shot take-off and
L platborm namesd] Manla-ANN
Tl aprecirw iyl repiresenls the
[t stepnof 3 multi-vear prosram
alming to oo-deve|ogr & niew Exmdly
o amrraft for urban and regional air
mycekaf 5ty amed it of the portfolio
f the Cender for Flight Systems
Reseamels aiul Tralning Center, FAL-
LN, Khatifa Undversity's Ingelf
reol Aemmapace Syabems Group. The
sETevment was signed by Professor
Sir Johm (Really, president, Ehalala
Unaversily, aiwd Lucas Marcefesin,
CEC Manla Afrerafl

Electronic Trading
ASE to mm:lﬂm.ﬂr

Exiream® Netaorks, & provicker of
chnxd networking sohuisns, ane

nimncedl that it will deploy a e,

fabri -emabilex] wimed and wirnckss oed-
work for the Amnen Sock Exchange,
o thal it can comtimoe bo meed g

i chemsands o eerwork bandwidih
a5 well as modernize and cxparad ils

aperativons iroapbal the resiod.
Thie ASE is & vital fimancial institn
|an i Jordan, affering a secure and

reEvsied crvirosmesi for frading
securities. B requaires a relinbde,

lexibde petmsord dFear caanm sapgus
comEirmicns daily operations, mehsd
gz electronde tracing systems tha
[arilitate efficienl and traosgarent

tracting while ensaring secursty for
largr ammmi of sensitive data. With

Exireme Fafiric Connecl Universail
TCHHY amud 5000 Series st s

anud hipeh-speel W-Fr, the ASE cam
[proe teetwork performancs and
serurity o accommiodade the prow-

i e r of conpecied devies
amid appbicatinns acmss the network



B lian Mbappe s a club legend. He guve
cvery Lhing For Paris Saint-Germmain

Lists Enrique
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Sport News

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

Saudi Arabia’s Al-Qahtani, Hattan Alsaif
shine at inaugural PFL. MENA card in Riyadh

Aruk Mews St

The Prodesssonal Fighters League
bepan i1s historie inaugural season
of PFL MENA (Midkdde East and
Norh Afecal af The Green Halls

in Fiyadh on Frday, with sthletes
m the bantamweight and feath-
eraeiphl divisions {aking center
stage and securing their spots in
the playolfs

in the main event, Abdullab
Al-Ciahtami put on a show for his
homeetown fans as e impressed
apainst Yazees] Hasangin of Jordan
e rodte fo & verhal swhmdssion
wini, eamming himself a spol in
thit PFL MENA feathorweight
semifinale

In the co-main event, lrsg’s All
Takel was a force from start fo
finish ax he dominsted Joriarian

MNawras Abzakh to carn 4 unaml-
moas decision win and a spot in
the bamtammweight  semifinals
Taleb impioves (o 13-1 in liis career.

Moroooo's Hachid Fl Hazoume
showesl off his submvissson

skellls and forced conntryman
Xavier Alaowl io fap oui to a

redar-raked] chole submisshsn in

the ==comd roand. As a result,
El Hamoume advamnced o the

hanfamwreighi  semidfinals and
myoved 1o M3 1m s career,

Islam Heda of Egypt tumed ina
stiume performance as be defeaied
Morecoos Adam  Meskind by oa

rendmois decssson o shance

to thet PFL MENA featherwedghi
semifnals. The win markesl Heda's

[kfih stralehi, and i@ improved his

careeT recard to i,
Jorddan's Jalal Al Dsmaga panched

kis rticket o

the PFl. MEMA
playalls aller edeing oall Sudan’s
Tarsg lemail by majority drrw
their hantamwelght matchup The
viclory pushed Al Daagas career
record bo 127,

Algrnias  Eliax  Boodegadame
wias the first fehter i ibe haniam-
welght division to advance 1o the
FFL MENA plavofls after sooring

i-il-1r. pming

n slick  second-roumd  Euillodsme
submission win  over Egypl's
Hassan Mamdoar. Wilh the wiin,
Bodegzdame improved to [59-8 in
him BAMA caresr.

Sandl Arabla's cwn Hattan Alsalf
fumed in a spectacular MAMA
debint, knocking owl Egvpls
Wada Faheem with a head kick
in the second round of their

womens  fewelght amasteur
s o ca s ol

Alsail has masle history hy
becomiine the Arst [emale [om
Sali Arabda o slign a contracs
with o major MMA promobion

Feathwrwetght divisbon  action
s Momoocos Mamoune Hella-
goalll Land a posserfal el hook

in the third round o knock oud
Egypts Milo Mohamed and move

ap te ihe sembfinels. Bellagouls
remains undefeaied and moves o

&40 in his career,
In the firsl featherweielilt Bowl

af the PFL MENA seasan, Jordan’s
Abilelrahiman Alhyasat ositworked

Ahmed Tarek of Egvpt to win by a

unanimous dectsiaon and advance
o the sempdfinals. Ablln'asad
improved o 0 In his profes-
sicnal caresr,

COMPREHENSIVE WIN

Al-Hilal crowned ROSHN Saudi
League champs after Al-Hazem rout

The 4-1 win means the Rivadh giants have now extended their record to 19 championships

Arak Maws Fopuan
Al-Hilal wrapped up
the ROSHN Saudl League

title with a comprehensive
4-1 win over Al-Hazem

on Saturday at Kingdom
Arena in Rivadh.

The wictory means that Al-Hilal
have pow  extended  their
saili Pro Leapue record (o 168
chamonshipe

Al-Namer=s  3-1 win OveT
Al-Dkhdboos] o Thursday  had
delayed  Al-Hilals  coromnation
for twa days af least, bul Jarpge
Jesus and s men knew a win or
draw apains Al-Hazem would be

HIGHLIGHT

With Al-Hilal Tans mlraady in
oelebratory mood and the tithe
all but confirmed by the break,
the second period inevitnibly
w=awy ‘the hame tesm take thair
foot off the pedal,

enowgh to chnch the tithe.

serhian foeward  Aleksamddar
Mitravie, one of the sienings of tw
season, goi the party underaay
with a penalty after 15 minuies
busl, with name mimneles ol the Grsl

hiall left, an unseripted moment
saw Farz Selemand score wiyith o

fine befi-fol sirike afler being put
thronegh on goal

Al-Hazems jov dsd onl last Joays
however, with Ahmmed  Al-Towald
riftime  AlMilal the lead  five
eninutes later with a bizore own

gual that siled over poalkeeper
Zapd Al-Malki's lead.

The lome team scented hlood
and proceeded o pul the resalt,

and the title raee, 1o bed with tao
gisls in first-half added time.

Mitrovee side-footed home from

[ < e e —

onontryman Sergej Milmkovic-
Savics cross from the left in the

#=th minute of the hall, and the
assister tumed goalscorer Lhree

mrinuites later to give Al-Hilal 5 4-1
lead al the break,

With Al-Hilal fans already i

Tha hame team sconted bieod and progseded to put the resutt, and the titles race, to bed with twe goals In firet-half pdded flma, S0

rebehratory mood and the title all
bist confirmed by the break, the
second period Inevitably saw the
hose leam lake their fool off Uee

pedal
VAR rmuded owt whal would

have been Al-Hazem's  sonond

gual in added bme and momenis
later the [Onal whistle went (o
confirm  the championship for
Al-Hilak.

Thedr fams could finally celehrato
a title win that had been on the
cards for several wecks

TOP PERFORMANCE

Yolkohama
beat Al-Ain
lowinin Ist
leg of Asian
Champions
League final

g S BT ST B

Harry Rewell waned there was
“still a long way o go” after his
Yoeohama F-Mannos clammed a
mparmow A Champeins League
final advantage over  Heman

Crespos AlAln with a 2-1 win in
saturclay s first leg m Japan
Mohammed Abbas woored in the
12h muimte for UAE side Al-Ain bad
Yokahama's Asahi Uenakla levelled
midway through the sevoned half
hedfore substiiute Fola Walanabhe

grabbexl the winner six minubes
from temse,

Kewedl amd Crespo were meeting
as cueches almost 20 vears after
facing cach ather as playeys in the
UEFA Champions Leapwe final in
Tstamnbnal.

Crespo was pard of the AC Milan
siche that took a 3-0 halltimme bead

hefore Kewell's Liverpood famously
came back Eodray 5-3 anel then win

o peennlties i BTG
hraedl knimws that anyihing can

Nappen in foothall amnd e warned
his gplayers o abay swilched om

for the second keg in the UAE In a
fortnight s ime.

“1 knoow in ihis game that 1§ can
b= Eakiren avvany froom you so quickly”
said the Ausiralian, who has led
Yokohama to thedr first Champions

HIGHLIGHT

fokohama made a bright start
in frant of almost 55,000 ama
fans and Elber and Yon Matheus
both had attempts at goal within
the first five minutes.

Leagnae fimal ondy foner months afier
faking over,
*We have o uderstamd thad

thete (s anodher B0 minuates to play
amd it's going to be very diffionli-
“Thew can engoy the ool

bt theee’s still a long way to go in
thi= bBe”

Aldin ore the UAE% mosi
sicressiul club amd they are playing
im the Opal o the foortls e,
hiving won it im 2002 and reached
L decider im 20065 amd 36

Argrntine great Crespo sald he
wiad “voery condfident™ that his team
can overiurn the deficit in the
v el [,

“We know what it mesns to play
il home with our fans — tocday was
b ey because thelr fans shoged
aml supporied themr iemm.” he saal

“Tn wo weelks it will be thae
opposite, We nevdd io take advan-
tame ol thal

“Wie beldeve we can co l8°

Yololsanes made: a bright stan in

et of almost 85000 homse fans
airl Elber and Yon Matheus bolh

had ateempias at goald withdon the G

five minutes

Bat Al-Aln theew a spenner In
the warks with the opening gpoal
Jusl over five minotes Glder when
Abhas stuffexd homse the peboumsd
after goalkecper Willlam Popp heacd
clemied Seaifiame Kahimi

The UAE side thoughit they Dl
soodre] a1 =ecomel im the 30th memie
wheenn Matias Pabacios [red tee Ball

hetworn Popp's legs, only fora VAR
check (1o rmde it oud for odfside.

Yokohiamna had several chances to
prt back on kevel terms buf found
Al-Aln #mlkesper Khatid Elsa in
imspiires] form,

“I'll ahvays v scoring poals is
ihe hardest thing o do in foothall”
aiid Kowedl,

“People can criticize bot to he in
1hal maioenl B dEfewll”

Sport
Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Tribute

Mhbappe ‘a PSG
legend,” says
Luis Enrigue

On the eve aof his final boane
gane for Parks Salnt-Germaln,
siriker hvlian Mbappe was
Baided as 2 “club besend” on
saturday by the coach Luis
Eniigise.

M hapse confiremed on
Frulay he will leave the French
champions at the end of the
reason, with feal Macdesd
widlely expected (o be his next
distination.

“He 18 a club legend, he
gve everyihimg for the club
anid the elub alwo gve him
everything:” Luis Enrigue
bkl a press cofiferenor ol the
2-vear-ohl who hes scored a
club record 255 goals includ-

kng 43 this season.

Mbappe informed PSG
privately in Febmary of his
mdention 1o depart when his

cofutract expdres at the end of
the curmend campaizn. AFP

Tonnis

Nadal falls (o
Huberi Hurkacse

in RKome Open

Hafacd Nalal was knocked oul
of the Romme Opeen an the sec-

ond roand on Saturday witha
-1, 65-35 ks o Paland’s Hubers

Hurkacs.
3 feat b seventh seed

Hurkacs casts doalht over
whether clay-court loon Naclal
will play at the uypcomimg
French Open, where he bias
wiiE & record 14 e,

Madal has said that he wall
odly play al Rodanwl Garros i
bt fee|s competithve afier a raft
of injury proddems over the
last two years which have lefl
him Enguishing #Hi5th in the
wiorld rankings.

And the manner af his
eclimination in his ficst ever
encoander with 27-vear-old

Hurhacz was & sle] hachwards
alter reaching the last 16 in

Maciul sFe

Basketball

Nuggets, Pacers
claw back in
NBA semiflinals

The NEA ¢lusmpdon Denyer
Nuggrets roaresd hack into theer
Weslerm Coitlervoee senilinal
series wilh Minnesoda wilth a
1700 victory over the Timber:
wrlves as the Ikliam Pacers
clawed back a game agaknsi
the Mew York Knicks

BILA o=l Valisalde Plaver
MNikola Jokic and Jamal Murray
eoored 24 poinks apiece, with
Jokic adding 14 reboands and
mine assists for the Nuggrets,

whoo el the detiedt i thedr
Bres-of-seven series 1o 2-L
Dienyver dispelled any

sugrestion they would bow
ot quedealy after they wene
homhbled by the young Tom-
berwalyes i Eamies aie ad
b in Denver, AFe

Frllew Arah Noss Oriefs al
Ehrough tha day EimbRews
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Taylor Swift kicksd off the Eurcpaan

iz of hor record-breaking Eras tour
n FromCe wearing a midnight-blus
pmunrsicanad Zuhalr Murnd becyautt
aidzemed veith alde out - gt

TheSix

Celebrity
brands

From models fo IUs and
ariresses. Lhise [amous hices

have takien & step farther and
Lanmne bied ihieir onen birmnids,

Guest in Residenee

SupEerineode | Geigl Hadhd's
cashimere hrand has been flannoed

by oy ol her lamoes friencls,
including actor Ryvan Reynolds

Orabelln

[rn Ny, Bella 1 Esdid unveslexd
hier “skin porfumes,” thi
inangural products of ber new
bararsl, Orebsella. The tre of
[raprances are namexl “Salled
Muse" “Blooming Fire™ and
"Winclow 2soul”®

Bex Beauty

Yemmseml EmEratl simger Baloggecs
Fatibh lnanched her makenup brand
B Bty b O bofes 2030, Her
lme features a range of lipsticks,
luEhbipfilers ad blush coler=, as
well as beauty tools and more

Simiand Hazre

The Us Palestiniamn twins
browught thelr beaaty brand,
SimalHaze Beanty, b the Micldle
Ea=a [ar the farst ol i April.
Thee bramel’s popular Yebvet Bhar
Matie Lipstick is now available
al Sephora oisthets m the GCC

E |

Nadine Nassib Njeim

The Lebanese actress lagnched

her epomymous beaurty hramd

Apgil and Kicked things off with
the: aptly named Gilow Colbec-
Lo, leaturing coearm us s,

Hopudd hdghlighters and more.

Bassma Boussel

The Mavoccan ainerer 5 an endre-

prencur at heart and has bBuanched
multiple brands, mchoding

siiiEan offering Menegelle apid
Hassmi Bonsse] O oemeses.

Arub Mews i

Chilean Palestinian
singer Elvanna made her

television debuat this week
on “The Late Show with

Stephen Colbert,”

Tlee Z2-vear-old mousic sensa-
thon delivered a medley of hits
from her debut albom " Wiededto”

I lading “Callin’ U {Tanakly
Maaky® amd “Mama Ebh" the first
o perforined etimely in Arabse
an the shaw,

Her performance festured an
ensemble of mued, tabla, g and

dancers,

“I had 50 pach lun performing
oo hils icoie staee,” sl winle 1o
heer 1.2 midllion followers after ber
sl

Thee hitmsaker was adormed in
a while lace dress featuring twn
il luigh =lles Sl coimple-

mi Tl Che altbe with cain-beelt
aceessaries, draping them over
her shouliders and fastenings them
arouind her calves 1o &idd & Mididle
Eastern toch to ber look.

1n onee al U Eetres salwe shaied
with her fans, she prowdly waore
ke Palestinian kelfiyeh aroiomd

her heead as sl posed in front of
*The Late Show™ desk.

Elvanmna droppsed her albaom

HEVIEW

ARAR NEWS Sunclay, May L, 3024

Finally

CLOSE UP

Elyanna makes
her'TV debut on

“T'he Late Show

i April. It featores nine sonps:
“Wiobsdin,” “Gamemi,” *Calling

L7 Al Sham,” " Mama Eh.” “Ron
MaBsak,” "Lel Ya Lel” *Yahn El ER®
anel “Sad in Fald”

Before releasing the albuam, she
wirode bo her Instagram followers:
*I' i albmm &= e embac imend
o pride to e an Aral worbsi, (o
b froen Mazareth, to b froem the
Mixldle EasL®

“This b5 the closest I've oo to
where | come from ™ she added.
“The only feature on my albam is
my rraisblather”

Thit Los Angvhes-based
sETEETT S Ivusic 5 a mixoof Arabac
sl Western boats, which slwe
atiriates b her madtcaltaral
whir .

Elvanna hss been normalizing
Arabsc Iyrics in the Western world
threaghsout her -:"-ilrl'l!'l'.l.'lhilll'lli'
insperation from artists inchdmg
Lama Dhd Kay and Beyonoe, as well
as MRl Easlern legemd Favrous.

In 2Hr23, Elvanna became the
first artist 1o perform a full se1 in

Arabde ai Califormla’s Coachella
musk: festhml

= et e b bl o 4 Narth
AmeTican Tour this year, gracing
shapees in Dallas, Hoaiston, Toroanto,
Monireal, Washington, New York.
Chiragn, Dietroil, Sin Francisco
ATl Santa And.

Elpaneik
oppnd har
firmt athurm in

April
iy s pay

Left The

hitmassr waa
Ao

a whita lacs
crman, insiapra

s e - ¥ ._,u-'

e ol a o 1
‘Badroam in Arins’ Vincant van Gogh,
ON DISFLAY

Lowrvre Abu

Dhabi to
exhibit Van
Gogh artiwvork

Aral News =4

Logrvre Abm [Hhahi ix set fodisplay
an amwork by Dauteh palates
Yincent vam Gogh at the *Post-
[mpressiomnsm: Besoed Appear-
anees” exhibition runmning from Oci
16 o Feh 8 next year. The wark,
“Bednoom in Arkes,” depdets van
Cinggh's bedroom m his vellow house
in Artes, where he sel ap his studio
armd lived from Septenther [S58,

The exhibdtiom will be curated by
Jean-Hemi Toaxel, conservalar for
palntings an the Musse " Orsay, and
Jerome Fangmale, chief curatar
M Lawrvee Al [habd, willi the
support of Alsha Alahmadi, curato-
rial assiztant af Lowvre Aba Bhabi.

1t will delve into the persod
known as post-impressiammsm,
Torusing spectfically on the years
between 1556 amd DS

COURT CASE

Diddy seeks
dismissal of

rape claim

AP Sherpa Yiork

Sean “Thdchy™ Combe this week asked
a federal idge o dismiss a Bwsaail
alleing ihat he atd twa co-lelict-
dants mped a I7-year-old girl ma New
Yk regoreling: o uchio n 22003, sivine
It waes a “[alse angl hideots claim™ tha
was fGled too late under the bw,

Thie beggal monve |= thie Batest pbece
af pushhack from the 54 -year-okl

hig-Tup el ared his legal 1eam
A e woan sulgetes] Qoowrvieral
almdlar lwwailts aped a subscquent
crimumal sex-imfficking inveshpalion.
“Mir. Cournbe ared his compsiisies
categorically deny the plaintifl s
dhrcachs-ald ale axaknst thsem, wiskeh
has cawsed incalolahle damage
1o theeir reputations aml usiness
standing before any evidence has
bern presended,” sy the filmg,
WliscH alsd namies Codn be-onvppsd
corpEarlicgs as defencants. “The
plaimtiff canneot allege what day or
lime ol year the alleged incdent
ocourmed, but miraculiusly remetn:
hers nther salamous details, despite
her alleped Incapacitated condli oo™
Thee lawsuit was fiked in
Deecembier and amseoded in March
by the worman, who now fives in
Canada and whose name is undis-
closed in the court tiling.

‘hingdom of the Planet of the Apes’ a worthy addition to successful franchise

Bhynma Krishno Kumar Do

When soulless, conrloe cutter
Franchises were bt the norm,

Lhe “Panet of the Apes” retnsil
tribagy — starring Ancly Serlois's
cofnmanddmg Ceasar — cut throwgh
Lhe poise (o ofifer a textared,

resotant story that mod only &id
wed] with thee crrdies it also brolee

[0 office recainds.
Coaming seven years after the
Fisal imstalbment ol thar iriloey,

“Ringclom of the Planeet of the Apes
ponbimes the legacy with a visaally

Pl and emnotorally lavered stoary,
it takes s mepiration from the

prizinal 1968 film, “Planet ol Lhe
Apes” which was n fiself an adsptas-
tsan of French author Peerme Boalle's
FOES povr] = Ly Planeete ey slipges”

L mrecior Wes Hall & The Magze

“Witcher' star

Freyn Allan plays
M, o e

Tunmer” trihwy) comdinoes has
run al dystopdan features, bt this
time explares it ma hish, Garden of

Eaben-miljacemd seqrlige,
“Kingdom of the Planet of the

Apes” |5 sed grivweraisons after
Ceasar's lime, when the wardd has

been taken over by indellipent apes,
The saame virus that evelved tbem

has repressed] hdmans it ann ectu
il Lhetr Tormeer selves, rencberinge
them primdinee and without
lampimpe.

A CoamimgE- Oof A story, Ol ProkEe
mnst s the young simian koa ia
gHaEETEmE and seene-<Sealing Chiwen
Teagueh, When his clan is muardered
by a rival groaip al blooddthirsty
apsss, Moa goes on the alventure of
his life as hee sels out 1o sve those

he can From the tyranaical rale of
Proximus Caesar (Revin Daranc),

Om eds josmey, he teams ap with &
harman i May ' The Witcher® siar
Freva Allan) andd & wise orangutan
named Baka {Peter Maconl, whio
sEill Hve By tHe words of thwe original
Cesir,

Whik: ihe premise lisell bcks
the depth of the previous tnlogy,
Rall compensates througl exten:
sive rharacier work. He poses
HhomigEhie-pisiokibnge gues o A8wsir
whether humanity desemies a
secodid chancoe, whether the apes
will copdinae to make the same
mii=takes hoamans dild, amed whethes
apes andd B can imagine
fofure of peaceful oo stempoe.



