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by availing of interest-free or
low-interest loans from their
employer will be liable to be

taxed under I-T laws | P 15

» Hearing a plea seeking
urgent action to safeguard
U'khand forests from wildfires,
SC tells state ‘cloud seeding

is not the answer’ and
authorities will have to take
preventive measures | P 15

» Countering Centre's stand
that it wields no power over
CBI, Bengal govt tells SC Delhi
Special Police Establishment
Act says its superintendence
shall vest in central govt | P 15
» Observing that property
left behind by late yoga guru
Dhirendra Brahmachari was
supposed to go to state,
Punjab and Haryana HC asks
Haryana govt to inform court
whether it's going to take over
his ashram/properties | P 15
> A court sentences two
men to a life term for killing
a 28-year-old in 2011

after they tried to extort
money from him | P 8

> Allahabad HC's Lucknow
bench holds that a follower
of Islam can't be in a live-in
relationship, particularly if
his spouse is alive | P 11

SC verdict on CM's
bail plea likely Fri

\‘}E sald Wednesday it may
decide and pass an order
on May 10 on Arvind Kejri-
wal'’s plea for interim bail in
the excise policy case in
which he was arrested by
ED.SChad reserved itsorder
Tuesday and said the accu-
sed was an elected CM and
not a habitual offender, P3

Noida cops in Delhi
to nab AAP MLA, son

‘\} oida police on Wednes-
| N day sent teams to Delhi
toarrest AAPMLA Amana-
tullah Khan and his son
Anas Ahmed, a day after
they had been booked for al-
legedly assaulting staffers
of a petrol pump in Noida.
However, thetwo weren'tfo-
und at their house. P4

3rd terrorist killed
in Kulgam op

‘ecurity forces gunned
A down athird terrorist of
The Resistance Force holed
up in a house in J&K's Kul-
gam district Wednesday, fol-
lowing the Killing of the
outfit’s “area commander”
and an unidentified associ-
ate the day before in the
same Redwani locality. P15
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Bengal woman
revokes rape plaint

( ne of the three Sande-
/shkhali women whose
rape complaints against Tri-
namool functionaries stoked
unrest did an about-turn on
Wednesday, saying she faced
nosuch assault and that local
BJP members forced her to
sign a blank sheet of paper
and approach police. P12

3 children drown
in Ganga in UP
’Iﬂhl'ee children, all class fi-

ve students, drowned in
Ganga at Pativali sub-divi-
sion of UP's Kasganj dis-
trict Wednesday Local di-
vers recovered the bodies.
The boys might have been
trapped inoneof theseveral

pits in the riverbed formed
due to sand extraction. P14

Aerocity to
have India’s
biggest mall

n 2027, IGIA's Aerocity is

set to boast India’s largest
mall of over 28 lakh sq feet,
reports Saurabh Sinha.
This will be partof a $2.5bil-
lion expansion to build the
country’s first aerotropolis
—ametropolis in the vicini-

eight times in the next five
vears. Aerocity, which now
has 15 lakh square feet of le-
asable area, will get over
1crore sq feet more by 2029,
Subsequently, the glo-
bal business district will
be expanded by another 65
lakh sgfeet, makingl.8cro-

for offices, retail, food co-
urts and a mega mall apart
from public spaces. P4

ty of an airport — growing

re sqg feet of leasable area

silence: Modi; PM afraid: Cong

Send CBI-ED to probe
them: Rahul to Modi

Sribala Vadlapatia
& Akhilesh Singh

Hyderabad/New Delhi:Ina
curious twist to the electoral
discourse on crony capita-
lism, PM Modi on Wednesday
accused Congress of striking
adeal with “Ambaniand Ada-
ni" and asked if the partv had
received “tempo loads of
black money” from the two
businessmen inreturn for Ra-
hul Gandhi to stop “abusing”
them during the elections,

“You must have seen, for
the past five years, the Cong-
ress shehzada used to chant
morning to evening... Since
his Rafale issue got groun-
ded, he started chanting abo-
ut ‘five industrialists’... then
‘Ambani-Adani’. Buteversin-
ce elections have been anno-
unced, these people (Cong-
ress) have stopped abusing
Ambani-Adani,” the PM said
at a rally in Karimnagar in
Telangana.

Modi said there was certa-
inly something fishy (“daal
me kuch kaala hai”) as for five
Vears, the:,: {Cnngress and Ra-

For five years, Cong's
shehzada used to
chant five industrialists,
Ambani-Adani... But since
elections were announced,
these people (Cong) have
stopped abusing them.

Let him declare how much
money has been taken from
Ambani-Adani...how many
sacks of black money?
Have tempos full

of currency notes i )
reached Cong? N
What deal has ' i’

been struck?
—-PM Modi

hul) abused Adani-Ambani
and it stopped overnight. “It
means you have received some
termnpo loads of ‘chori ka maal’
(looted money),” he added.

The PM accusing Cong-
ress of taking huge amounts
of black money cameas a sur-
prise since he has frequently
been at the receiving end of
the opposition party’'s barbs
on crony capitalism.

hMay not let up, P 10

Tinaes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Congress Wed-
nesday debunked PM Modi's
charge that Rahul Gandhi has
not been attacking Ambani
and Adaniduringtheelections
becauseof adeal, circulatinga
video with snippets of Rahul’s
speeches between May 2 and
the one he delivered in Jhark-
hand on Tuesday, where he
highlighted the PM's *nexus”
with the industrialists.

In a video issued Wednes-
day, Gandhi himself chal-
lenged the PM to send agenci-
es to probe his own allega-
tions that Ambani-Adani had
sent crores to Congress.

Congress chief Mallikar-
jun Kharge said the PM's chair
was “shaking” and his attack
on his “own friends” was the
best opinion poll on the first
three phases of polls. “Time is
r:hanging,,. Daost dost na raha

B]P slams Pltroda Cong distances
itself from ‘skin colour’ remark

After Fresh Gaffe,
He Quits Overseas
Congress Post

Tines News NETwoRk

New Delhi: Sam Pitroda. a
confidant of Nehru-Gandhi
family since the days of his
friend, the late PM Rajiv
Gandhi, hastilv stepped do-
wn as chief of Indian Overse-
asCongress on Wednesday af-
ter his comment likening In-
dians in different parts of the
country to different racial
groups sparked an outrage,
PM Modi, who was campa-
igning in Telangana and
Andhra, savaged the “friend,
philosopher, guide and uncle
of shehzada(Rahul Gandhi)”
for his “racism”, linking the
“racial profiling” to Cong-
ress’s opposition to the elec-

people in south like Africans

We have survived 75 years... (and) could

hold a country as diverse as India together...
where people in east look like Chinese, peaple in
west like Arabs, people in north like whites and

-Sam Pitroda | Cong

Today | found out why Congress was trying so hard to defeat
Droupadi Murmu [in prez race], daughter of a tribal... Seeing the
colour of her skin, they believe she, too, is from Africa —PM Modi

ol

| am from South India. | look Indian! My team has
members from northeast. They look Indian! My
colleagues from west India look Indian! But, for the
mentor of @RahulGandhi we look African, Chinese,
; Arab and white! Thanks for revealing your
‘\ mindset —Nirmala Sitharaman | Finance Minister

tion of Droupadi Murmu as
President in 2022 because of
“the colour of herskin”,
Congress, which swiftly
went into damage-control
mode by disassociating itself
from US-based Pitroda’s re-
mark, immediately accepted
his resignation later in the
day in a bid to cap the contro-

versy, which saw CMs of nort-
heastern states taking excep-
tion to being equated with the
Chinese in terms of looks.

This follows another cont-
roversy Pitroda recently trig-
gered by supporting the idea
of 55% inheritance tax.

pVoted against Murmu, P 12

Vote for us, BJP will revoke
Cong’s ‘unconstitutional’
Muslim quota, says Shah

65.7% turnout in
Phase 3, almost
same as 2019

[' hubri saw the highest
voter turnout among all
283 seats where elections
have been held so far, regis-
tering 92.1% polling during
the third phase on Tuesday,
while in Nawada (Bihar), it
was 43.2%, the lowest.
Amreli in Gujarat, with
50.3% polling, saw the lowest
turnout in Phase 3, accor-
dingtodataavailableon EC’s
Voter Turnout app, reports
Dipak Dash. ECupdated the
overall turnout in the third
phase to65.7% from 64.5% la-
te on Tuesday The compa-
rable figure for 2019 was66%.
Of 93 seats that went to the
polls, 39 saw higher turnout,
which included all 7 seats in
Chhattisgarh, all 14 in Kar-
nataka and the two in Goa.
All seats in Bihar and West
Bengal saw a lower turnout
during the third phase. P12

Lucknow: BJP seeks the peo-
ple’s mandate to cancel “un-
constitutional” reservations
extended to Muslims by Cong-
ress and give back to backward
classes what isrightfully theirs,
home minister Amit Shah said
Wednesday at arally in Kheri.

Shah accused the opposi-
tion of peddling lies about BJP
preparingtochange the Consti-
tution and do away with SC, 8T
& OBC reservations. “It is
Congress that stole OBC quotas
and diverted that to Muslims in
Andhra(2004) and more recent-
ly in Karnataka," he said.
Mocking Rahul Gandhi for say-
inghispartyvaimed toeradicate
poverty “ek jhatke mein” (at
one go), Shah said history sug-
gested otherwise, vy

b 'Not even your...", P 10

DANCE of DEMOCRACY

» Bengaluru police have
issued notices to BJIP's
nat'l president J P Nadda,
state chief B Y Vijayendra
and IT cell head Amit
Malviya, summoning them
in connection with a post
accusing Congress of
Muslim appeasement

» After bulldozer roadshow
in Mainpuri, it was
bulidozer ‘break dance’ that
made the crowd ecstatic

at the venue of CM Yoagi's
poll rally in Aligan]

»> Blitz-style campaign

is on in Indore for NOTA

after the Congress

candidate pulled out

at the last minute m

Maodiji, are you

scared? Normally,
you speak of Adani-Ambani
in closed rooms. For the
first time, you have taken
their names in public. You
even know that they send
maoney in tempos, is that
your personal experience?
Send CBI-ED to them, get a
thorough inquiry done as
500N as possible...
The money Modiji
has given them,
we'll give to
India’s poor...

—Rahul Gandhi -

(friends no longer friends),” he
said. “Since April 3, Rahul has
mentioned Adani 103 timesand
Ambani more than 30 times in
his speeches,” Congress's Jai-
ram Ramesh said.

» ‘Lot of clarifications’, P 10

AstraZeneca pulls
out Covid vax,
says no demand

\ [Dnths after admitting to
rare side-effects ina UK
court, UK-based drug major
AstraZeneca withdrew its
Covid-19 vaccine globally; ci-
ting decline indemand and a
“surplus of available upda-
ted vaccines”. Serum Institu-
te of India, which provided
the vaceine in India as ‘Co-
vishield', said it had stopped
manufacturing the vaccine
in Dec 2021 due to a fall in de-

:  mand aswell asthe emergen-

: ceof new variants. P15

Al Express set to
axe staff after
300 report sick

A ir India Express began
[ Vissuing termination let-
ters after more than 300 ca-
bin crew reported sick from
Tuesday, leading to cancel-
lation of 90-odd flights till

P EDIT: AGAIN & AGAIN

Wednesday evening. The
airline operates 350-400
flights daily and is cutting
40 each day till May 13. With
over 80% aircraft occupan-
cy these days, 13.000 flyers
were affected. P9

Denied property
share, Gzb man
kills mom, bro

Ghaziabad salesman,

45, was arrested Wed-
nesday for allegedly killing
his mother and physically
and mentally challenged
younger brother while they
were sleeping at the fami-
Iy's house in Loni Border.
Days before, Dharmendra
had an argument with his
mother when she refused to
help him clear a loan of Rs
1.5lakh and also told him he
won't get his share of the
property, police said. P8

BTN Chori Ka Maal Reaching Congress For Elections, Says PM In Telangana | (Chayjtala: Will back Cong if

Did Ambani-Adani buy Rahul’s

it wants to topple Saini govt

EX-DY CM TO CM: PROVE MAJORITY

Oppn Can’t Bring
No-Trust Motion
Now, Rules Say

Kumar Mukesh | Tun

Hisar/Sirsa: BJP's estrang-
ed ally JJP isready to support
Congress-led opposition's bid
to topple the Nayab Singh Sai-
nigovtin Harvana, formerde-
puty CM Dushyant Chautala
declared on Wednesday, si-
multaneously firing a war-
ning to his MLA colleagues
thatdefyvingawhipand siding
with the saffron party would
invite disqualification.
Chautala’s statement ca-
me a day after three Indepen-
dent MLAs withdrew sup-
port from the BJP-led coali-
tion, reducing its strength to
43 in what is effectively an 88-
member assembly after the
resignations last March by
ex-CM Manohar Lal Khattar
and Independent MLA Ran-

jit Singh Chautala.

Saini insisted there was
no threat to his govt and it

» Ex-dy CM Dushyant Chautala says his
party, JP, will write to governor to ask BIP
govt to take floor test, adding that CM Saini
should either prove his majority or quit

| > Nayab Saini insists there's no threat

to his govt and it will complete its tenure,

‘We weren't a minority govt earlier and
are not a minority now’

> Dushyant warns JJP MLAs that they
could be disqualified if they violate
| party's whip and side with BJP

- L wis g » Haryana is due for state elections in
METNEIEENEEUIR (M Oct. 3 Independent MLAs withdrawing

eiDia (NN [T support could hit BJP prospects in LS poll

would complete its tenure
without a hitch. "We weren't
a minority govt earlier and
are not a minority now,” he
said in Sirsa.

Harvana is due for state
elections in Oct. Although the
BJP govt technically appears
safe forr now, three Indepen-
dents withdrawing support
could affect the party’s pro-
spects in the Lok Sabha poll.
The state will vote in the fifth
phase on May 25, with BJP fa-
cing the challenge of retai-

CBI busts bribe-for-stent
racket at RML, arrests
2 cardiologists, 7 others

Rajshekhar.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Blowing the lid
off a massive corruption
racket operating at Ram Ma-
nohar Lohia Hospital in cen-
tral Delhi, CBI has arrested
nine people, including two
senior cardiologists, on
charges of demanding and
accepting bribes.

The arrested doctors ha-
ve been identified as Dr Ajay
Raj., professor, cardiology
department, and Dr Par-
vathgouda, assistant profes-
sor, cardiology. They have
been accused of forming a
nexuswithfirmsengaged in
supply of medical equip-
ment, primarily stents, and
promoting their products in
lieu of pecuniary benefits.

The agency has also ar-
rested a director and emplo-
yvee of companies supplying
medical equipment besides

LENS ON 7 OTHERS

> Bribe given by companies
supplying med equipment
ta 2 docs for implanting
them. Money also taken
from patients, CBI says

» Using tech surveillance &
decoy patients, CBI catches
a doc taking bribe. Later,

8 others netted in raids.

7 others named in FIR

> Probe also reveals some
RML staffers and nurses
taking bribes for admission
and to issue medical certs

murses, clerks and lab emp-
loyees working at the hospi-
tal. At least four private
firms based in Delhi and
Gurgaon are under the scan-
ner. Those arrested were
produced in court and taken
onremand till May 14.

hzermng inon pﬂtlEﬂtS, P2

W stand by aJ]egatlon
on Nijjar killing: Canada;
India warns separatists

New Delhi: Davs after three
Indian men were arrested in
CanadafortheKillingof Kha-
listan separatist and Canadi-
an national Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, foreign minister Mela-
nie Joly backed the police ac-
tion sayving Canada stood by
its allegations that Indian
agents murdered Nijjar, an
India-designated terrorist.

speaking later on Tues-
day, Indian high commissio-
ner Sanjay Verma accused
foreign Sikh groups of cros-
singthe “bigredline” by cas-
ting an evil eye on the terri-
torial integrity of India.
“We stand by the allegations
that a Canadian was Kkilled
on Canadian soil by Indian
agents,” Joly said.

“The investigation by the
RCMP is being done. I won't
further comment and no other

'‘BIG RED LINE'

» Canada foreign minister
Melanie Joly says, ‘The
investigation by Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
is being done. | won't
further comment’

> Indian high commissioner
Sanjay Verma warns that Sikh
groups in Canada who call for
separation of their homeland
from India are crossing ‘a big
red line’ that Delhi sees as a
matter of national security

officials from our govit will
further comment,” she added.
In his first remarks since the
Nijjar arrests, Verma seemed
tolink the case todomestic cri-
me, according to a CTV News
Meport. TNN & AGENCIES

p-‘Evil eye’, P 14

ning all 10 seats it won in 2019,
Dushyant, JJP's national
senior vice-president, told re-
porters in Hisar that the par-
ty would write to the gover-
nortoaskthe BJPgovttotake
afloortesttoprove itsmajori-
ty The rulebook stipulates
that a no-confidence motion
can't be moved against any
govt within six months of the
previous one, which in Hary-
ana'scase was in Feb,

»‘Saini should qurt* P11

Two-hour rain
claims 20 lives
across T'gana

Hyvderabad: A two-hour
spell of torrential rain on
Tuesday night wreaked ha-
vocin Telangana, leaving at
least 20 dead in different in-
cidents across the state.
While Telangana hasseena
high number of rain-rela-
ted deaths in the past as
well, Tuesdayv'sdeath toll —
amid peak summer —
stands out asunusual.

In one instance, seven
migrant workers were crus-
hed todeath in Bachupally af-
ter a 2o-foot retaining wall
collapsed at a construction si-
te in the area late on Tuesday
evening. Two other labou-
rers were Killed in a similar
incident In neighbouring
Medak district. The victims
died when an under-const-
ruction wall fell on them fol-
lowing the downpour accoms-
panied by gale. According to
IMD data, most parts of Te-
langana received an average
of 12mm rainfall between
5.30pm & 7.30pm Tuesday. v

Malegaon probe
fabricated by
Karkare: Prasad

n his final statement in the

2008 Malegaon blast trial
in the special N1A court, ac-
cused Lt Col Prasad Purohit
sald police officers carried
out what he called a “fabri-
cated, orchestrated and con-
cocted” investigation.

He alleged this was done
on the orders of Hemant
Karkare, ATS chief at the ti-
me, Param Bir Singh, the jo-
int commissioner of ATS at
the time, and Mohan Kul-
karni, then ACP (ATS) and
investigating officer, who
hatched a conspiracy to suit
political requirements. A
Congress-led govt was in of-
fice at the Centre and state
when Purohit was held in
2008, reporis Rebecea
Samervel. Purohit said the
probe was a reflection of the
officers’ professional and
moral corruption and cri-
minal mindset. P9
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Diet mantra for Indians: Less oil,
sugar, avoid protein supplements

‘EARTHEN COOKWARE SAFEST’

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesgroup.com

Hvderabad: After a 13-vear
hiatus, city-based National In-
stitute of Nutrition (NIN) has
revised its ‘Dietary Guideli-
nes for Indians’, considering
new scientific findings, lifes-
tvle changes, diseases and fo-
o habits. [tadvised Indiansto
restrict intake of sugar to 20-
25 grams a day (a teaspoon is
roughly 5.7g) since it comes
from natural carbohvdrates,
avold protein supplements
and reduce oils. It also gave a
thumbs-up for air{rying and
granite-coated cookware.
NIN also for the first time
released guidelines for inter-
preting packaged food labels.

» Earthen: Safest cookware.
Eco-friendly, requires less oil
& preserves nutrition, says
National Institute Of Nutrition

» Metal: Storing acidic foods
like chutneys, sambar in
aluminium, iron, unlined brass
or copper vessels unsafe

> Stainless steel: Generally
considered safe, doesn’t leach

> Non-stick pans: Risk if heat
is more than 170°C. Discard if

coating worn out or damaged

> Granite stone: Considered
safe unless it contains teflon
coating. If so, medium-high
temp advisable

ICMR director-general Dr
Rajiv Bahl released the revi-
sed gsuidelines on Wednesdaw.

One of the key sugges-
tions is to decrease the use of
cooking o1l and obtain essen-

tial fatty acids through nuts,
ollseeds, and seafood. Guide-
lines on ultra-processed fo-
ods were also provided.

»Regular intake, P 14

Amul may take
over MP brand,
call after polls

\mul is in talks for a pos-
~ \sible takeover of Sanchi
Dairy —abrand asfamiliar
to Madhyva Pradesh homes
as Nandini in Karnataka,
and just as emotive. The
BJP-led MP govt wants to
adopt the Gujarat-based
Amul-like model for Sanchi
in MPE, sources told TOI, ad-
ding that whether Amul
will ‘assist’ Sanchi to incre-
ase its base in MP or take it
over will be decided soon af-
ter the LS polls. MP govt fe-
els it will be beneficial for
the state’s dairy farmers.
Govtdoesnotwantan Amul
vs Sanchiin MP and is trea-
ding cautiously. This is why
the decision has been puton
hold till the polls. P15

India got $111bn in remittances in
2022, first to go past $100bn mark

Lubna Kably | Tnn

Mumbai: India is the origin
of the largest number of in-
ternational migrants — ne-
arly 18 million, with large di-
asporas in the UAE, US and
Saudi Arabia. And it conti-
nues its march as the top co-
untry receiving remittances
from its diaspora: the figure
crossed $110 billion in 2022,
According to the World
Migration Report, 2024, rele-
ased in Dhaka on Wednesday
by the UN's International Or-
ganisation for Migration, In-
dia, Mexico and China were
the top three remittance re-
cipient countries in 2022, fol-
lowed by the Philippines,
France and Pakistan. India

MONEY FLOW

[\L(EY 2022 (% bn)

France [N 30

woico I .
-—— %>
- A
Philippines [ G 38.1

Top Five Countries Receiving Remittances

111.2

source: World Migration Report

received $111 billion, the first
country to reach and even
surpass the 8100-billion
mark. In 2020, it had received
$83 billion. Mexico, with in-
ward remittances of $61 bil-
lion, was the second-largest
recipient; in the previous ye-
ar it had replaced China to
occupy the second spot and

continued to hold sway.

The report points out that
international remittances ha-
ve recovered from the dip in
2020 due to the pandemic.
Migrants sent an estimated
$831 billion in international
remittances globally in 2022,

»Migration corridors, P 11




T

MES CITY

What are
Winds bring ' we eating?
- respite to city 38 2° 27.5° % rierives o inoia, New b Ramp up food
from heat and Y MAXIMUM MINIMUM : NDthlﬂg - hICiE" Go to testing: HC to
pﬂ”uﬁ[}n | g FORECAST ) Partly cloudy 5|{'_-,|'. Maximum and minimum FSSAI | 8

cops if call warns you of
arrest for drugs link | 4

temperatures will be around 39°C and 26°C
SUNSET 7.02PM (THU) MOONSET 8.38PM (THU)
SUNRISE 5.34AM (FRI) MOONRISE 6.58AM (FRI)

©,

RajshekharJha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Central Bu-
reau of Investigation's crack-
down at Ram Manochar Lohia
Hospital was the result of a

technical surveillance-based | Assistant
operation since March, sour- professor,
ces disclosed to TOI. Not just cardiology dept

that, CBI is learnt to have
used decoy patients to corro-
horate their information on
the ground before taking ac-
tion. The surveillance led the
investigating team tominute-
ly understand the modus ope-
randi of the racket. It also
confirmed the mode of pay-
ments, mainly UPL, bank
transfersand cash.

The first breakthrough ca-
me on March 22 when one of
the two arrested doctors, Dr
Parvathgouda, allegedly con-
tacted aman named Akarshan
Gulatiwho worked asaterrito-
rial sales manager for Gurga-
on-based Biotronics. CBI's

From RML
0 Dr

Parvathgouda

9 Dr Ajay Raj | Professor,
cardiology dept

9 Rajnish K
technical in charge, cath lab
© shuwal Jaiswal | Clerk
ﬁ Sanjay Gupta | Clerk

Others

@ Naresh Nagpal | Owner
of Nagpal Technologies

0 Bharat Singh Dalal |
Bharti Medical Technology

J--—-.._h

umar | Senior

Others named in the FIR

6 Akarshan Gulati | Territory
sales manager, Biotronics

9 Shalu Sharma | Nurse at RML

e Monika Sinha | Employee
of Biotronics

ﬂ Nagpal Technologies

Late Dec-early Jan

» CBI receives tip from
a source about ‘several

of Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital indulging in
corrupt practices’

» Inquiry reveals
bribes being collected
from patients, either
directly or indirectly
» Bribe givers
included medical
suppliers, and
representatives of

the firms supplying
equipment required
for diagnosis and

€) Abrar Ahmed | ; . treatment

Director, Scienmed © sharti Medical Technology g | » Human intelligence
©) vikas Kumar | O scienmed @ and technical
Collection agent @ Biotronics P surveillance mounted

How CBI busted the racket

doctors and employees |

Initial probe

» Bribes were being
exchanged for allowing
the use of medical devices
like stents to be implanted
allegedly by Dr Parvathgouda
and Dr Ajay Raj

» Naresh Nagpal, owner of Nagpal
- Technologies, allegedly supplied

stents and bribed doctors

> Dr Parvathgouda allegedly
demanded bribe from Nagpal
for allowing the use of a medical
equipment supplied by him

> He also allegedly demanded
a bribe from Abrar Ahmed for
promoting medical equipment
supplied by him

> Ahmed allegedly transferred
nearly %2 lakh bribe to the

. bank account provided by

Dr Parvathgouda on March 26

surveillance revealed that the The operation

doctor instructed Gulati to de-

liver the bribes for the favours May 2 (Surveillance result) y May 7 :-_Euhaequent . and seven others

neies sonsloE Dioironics. > Parvathgouda allegedly asked Nagpalto /| > CBllaidatrap raldj ar;dé' i:eratmn > All 9 accused
Gulati is apparently he- clear previous month’s pending bribes = and arrested Nagpal ~ c0nauctedto produced before the

ard saying in surveillance da- ) and the doctorHuin nab another court and taken on

tion and assured the doctor would be delivered by him on May 7 at RML € CALMARYC OE RIS

that he would deliver the bri- =

be by April 24 through an incash,”saysthe CBI's FIR. M/s Scienmed Pvt Ltd. “The vathgnuda “the FIR reads. to the Canara Bank account

employvee named Monika. Another transcript rela- bribe was for promoting the CBI then discreetly analy- number 1101494922%%% main-

“Parvathgouda contacted tes to March 26 when Par- medical equipment supplied sed the bank transactions bet-  tained in the name of the doc-

Monika on April 24 as per the
deal and asked for Rs 36,000
through UPI and the balance

vathgouda allegedly deman-

ded a bribe from one Abrar

Ahmed, director of the firm

by him. Ahmed transferred
the bribe amount to the bank
account named by Dr Par-

ween the two and found that
Ahmed had wired Rs 1.95 lakh
from his account in Axis Bank

tor's father on March 26. The
doctor is heard making anot-
her call to Ahmed on April 23

and asking him to pay his all
pending bribe amounts at the
earliest, saying he would be le-
aving for Europe on a personal
tour. Ahmed is heard assuring
Parvathgouda that he would
deliver the demanded bribe
at the earliest.

The investigation hasalso
revealed that a Delhi-based
company, Bharati Medical
Technology, supplied various
medical equipment to RML
Hospital for medical proce-
dures and the firm's repre-
sentative, Bharat Singh Da-
lal, was in touch with the se-
cond arrested doctor, Ajay
Raj. professor of cardiology
at the hospital.

“On April 26, Dr Ajay Raj
demanded a bribe of Rs 25,000
from Dalal for promoting me-
dical equipment supplied by
him. Ajay Rajsent the account
details to Dalal who then wi-
red the money to him. On May
3, Ajay Raj demanded Bs 35,000
from Dalal in the same acco-
unt and this was transferred
aswell,” the FIR mentioned.

The nvestigation by CBI
hasalsorevealed theroleof one
Rajnish Kumar, senior techni-
cal in-charge of the cath lab at
RMIL: Hospital. “On March 30,
Rajnish Kumar demanded Rs 1
lakh from Ahmed inlieuof pro-
moting equipment supplied by
him to patients, On March 31,
Ahmed paid the bribe amount
in the account maintained in
the name of Rajnish’s father,”
CBI further said.

RML junior staff took bribes for admissions, certificates: Agency

RajshekharJha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: While a few doctors at
RMIL Hospital were allegedly enga-
ging in malpractices, it appears that
some clerical staff and nurses too in-
dulged in corruption at their level,

CBI's probe has revealed. The racket

was not limited to stents and medical
gear, but extended to bribes for ad-
mission and certificates. Medical cer-
tificates for ‘bed rest” were being issu-
ed for as low as Rs 100 a day. From cro-

res at the top level to a few hundred at
lower ranks, CBI unearthed corrup-
tion in the hospital.

CBI's surveillance detected the
first instance of an alleged bribe ex-
change by the hospital’s junior staff
in Jan. Clerk Bhuwal Jaiswal was
arrested while nurse Shalu Sharma
has joined the investigation. “The
probe found that Sharma and Jais-
wal demanded undue advantage
from patients for appointments, ad-
mission, and investigations. OnJan

17, Jaiswal and Sharma demanded
520,000 as bribe for getting the wife
of one Aryan Kumar from Najaf-
garh admitted in the hospital for de-
livery,” the FIR says.

Sharma threatened Arvan that
if the bribe amount wasn't given,
she would stop the treatment of his
pregnant wife and ensure his wife
was discharged immediately. Ary-
an, therefore, transferred the amo-
unt in Jaiswal's account through
UPI, according to CBI.

Another clerk named Sanjay Gup-
ta was involved in corrupt and illegal
activities in connivance with others,
CBI alleged. Gupta allegedly prepa-
red medical and fitness certificates
for various persons in lien of bribes.

“On Jan 24, one Krishan Kumar
contacted Gupta and asked him to
extend his medical rest certificate
for seven more days. Gupta deman-
ded Rs 700 to be deposited in his UPI-
linked bank account, after which
Eumar transferred and confirmed

the payment. The same day, one
Vishwapal contacted Gupta for a
certificate for seven daysof medical
rest and Gupta provided it for the
same amount,” reads the FIR.

CBl's investigation continued in
Feb and it found that a man named
Kuldeep asked for a rest certificate
for three days on Feb 10 and it was gi-
ven to him for Rs 300. On Feb 23, Gup-
ta demanded Rs 500 for a certificate
from another person named Kailash
Kumar who paid it through UPL.

How CBI Cracked Doctor-Company Nexus At RML

Extensive Surveillance Since March Unearthed Modus Operandi, Led Sleuths To Associates CBI t
9 IN CBI NET, 7 OTHERS NAMED IN FIR

rying to zero

in on patients who
oot ‘stents for bribe’

b Continued from P1

ed raids and searches at
J over 13 locations in Delhi
and other places and seized
around R= 2.5 lakh in cash. gold
bars and lockers of the accused.
The scam, CBI alleged, was be-
ing carried out at multiple ley-
els. Theprobe isat anearly stage
and more arrests are likely

CBI sprung a trap on Dr
Parvathgouda and arrested
him red-handed on Tuesday
During technical surveillance,
the agency had discovered that
the doctor had demanded a
bribe from one Naresh Nagpal,
ownerof Nagpal Technologies,
on May 2for having allowed the
use of medical equipment sup-
plied by him. “Dr Parvathgou-
da asked Nagpal to clear previ-
ous month's dues of bribes he-
canse he was leaving for Eu-
rope. MNagpal assured him that
the amount would be delivered
on May 7 at the hospital,” said
an official. Thiscommunication
prompied CBI to register an FIR
under sections of Prevention of
Corruption Act besides those re-
lated to criminal conspiracy on
Tuesdav “There is a likelihood
that Nagpal may deliver the
bribe money of Rs2.48lakh toDr
Parvathgouda at RML anytime
on May 7,” reads the FIR.

CBI laid a trap at the hospi-
tal. Its sleuths in disguise were
stationed at the hospital. Nag-
pal’s movements were already
being tracked. He entered the
doctor’s cabin following which
CBI conducted a raid during
the alleged exchange of bribe.
Another doctor, Ajay Raj, was
arrested on Wednesday on the
basis of the investigation.
Based on its probe, CBl sum-
moned other accused too and
placed them under arrest, Une
of them, Abrar Ahmed, fled to

(' ™ Bl subsequently conduct-

Jaipurbut was tracked down,

The CBIFIR reads: “Informa-
tion has been received through
reliable sources that several doc-
tors and employvees of Ram Ma-
nohar Lohia Hospital in Delhi
have been indulging in corrupt
practices and collecting bribes
from patients either directly or
indirectly through representa-
tives of the companies supplving
different equipment required for
diagnosis and treatment of pa-
tients. Sources have informed
that Dr Parvathgouda and Dr
Ajay Raj were blatantly demand-
Ing and accepting bribes in pur-
suance of the conspiracy with
Naresh Nagpal in lieu of allow-
ing the use of medical devices to
be implanted in patients.” Par-
vathgouda joined the hospital in
2021 after completing his MD
from the same hospital in 20086,
Raj has been there since 2011 after
completing his MD from another
hospital in 2006, said a source.

The agency is in the process
of summoning the accused
from different firms who were
in touch with the doctors. Ac-
count transaction analysis is
under way toascertainthe num-
ber of patients who were given
stents in lieu of bribes, “We are
also probing if the stents were
substandard. The patients are
being contacted after checking
hospital records. Other doctors
are being spoken to. We are also
probing the price difference of
the stents,” said an officer:

The director and medical
superintendent of the hospi-
tal, Dr Ajay Shukla, said the ar-
rest of the hospital emplovees
was shocking. “No complaint
was filed by any of the pa-
tients, We will cooperate with
the agency to ensure a fair
probe,” he said. Efforts to con-
tact the head of the depart-
ment of cardiology, Prof. Ran-
jeet Nath, proved futile.
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Number Of Voters Up, But
Fewer Booths This Time

However, Poll Body Doesn’t Expect Overcrowding

murthy said. He added
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that the number of vo-

ters per booth in the * Well-equipped Ultramodern laboratory.
2019 Lok Sabha elec- « Machine room with latest equipments.

tions was 2,000 and it - State of Art Library / Digital Library with Book Bank
was 1800 in the 2020 Facility.

DEIP : assenﬁ__ﬁy pois: - Seminar, Conferences, Workshops and Expert Lectures
The decision to re- :
by Eminent and Industry Experts.

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com arsago, the number has
now increased to 1,115.
The election offici-
als, however, said the ad-
justment in the number
of polling booths and lo-
cations has been done

for an equitable distri-

New Delhi: While the number of
voters in Delhi has withessed a
sharp increase in the last five ve-
ars, there isafall in thenumber of
polling booths and locations.
According to the data provi-

MAX VOTERS
REGISTERED AT A
POLLING BOOTH
IN THE CAPITAL

« Owned by a renowned corporate

_ 0 ' ded by the office of the chief elec- bution of votersand bet- duce the number of
Adrien 98450 13606 = toral officer, voting for seven Lok  ter poll management. polling booths in the city « Collaborative classes for Practical and Theories.
) JLL Sabha seats, which is scheduled The chief electoral officer of  was taken after considering all - Industrial / Hospital visit and Internships.

adrien.seddon@jll.com Delhi, P Krishnamurthy, said the

maximum number of voters re-
gistered at a polling booth is 1,800
this time and at four locations
where the number is higher, auxi-
liary booths are being set up.
“The analysis of past elec-
tions shows that a maximum of
1,300 electors turnouttocasttheir
votes at a polling station. Even if
there is 80% voter turnout at cer-
tain locations, it can be easily
handled by the staff,” Krishna-

aspects. It will not lead to crow-
ding at polling booths, Additional
booths put a lot of pressure on in-
frastructure and manpower,” the
chief electoral ofticer added.

Krishnamurthy also said that
in case the number of voters at
a polling booth goes beyond 1,500,
a new unit of VVPAT machine
will be installed and attached to
the ballot unit. One VVPAT ma-
chine can generate a maximum
of 1,600 paper slips.

to be held on May 25, will be done
at 13,637 polling booths at 2,627 lo-
cations spread across the city
Inthe 2019 Lok Sabha polls, the
votes were cast at 13,816 polling
booths across 2,700 locations.
There has, however, been a6 %
or nearly 9 lakh increase in the
numberof electors—from1.43cro-
re in2019to 1.52 crore in 2024. Whi-
le there were an average of 1,036
voters at each polling booth in the
last Lok Sabha elections five ve-

At rally, Gadkari hardsells AAP, Cong to play to strengths in campaigning
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Centre’s projects for Delhi

Privangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Union minister
for road transport and highwa-
vs Nitin Gadkari, who addres-
sed a public gathering in Jait-
purin southeast Delhi’s Badar-
pur canvassing votes for BJP's
South Delhi candidate Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri said that the ca-
pital was developing rapidly.
Discussing the steps he
has taken to improve road
connectivity from Delhi to
other states, Gadkari said it
will take just 12 hourstoreach
Mumbai from Delhi after the
express highway is ready by
Dec. He said the drive from
Delhi to Jaipur, Amritsar,
Katra, Srinagar and Manali
would take, respectively, two,
four, six, eight and six hours.
“Delhiites will be able to
reach Dehradun in two hours
by road. That’s less time than
reaching the airport to board
a flight,” said Gadkari, amid
chants like ‘Gadkari ki ko jai
Shri Ram’, ‘Desh ka beta kai-
sa ho, Modijaiseho' and ‘Abki
baar, 400 paar’. Gadkari clai-
med his ministry alone provi-
ded work of Rs 1.1 lakh crore
to Delhiin the past decade.
He also mentioned propo-
sed projects like the electric
cable bus between Delhi and
Jaipur. “It will cover the dis-
tance injust two hours and fa-
re will be 30% less thanon the
normal diesel bus,” said the
minister, He added that an

SC decision on
CM’s interim
bail plea likely
tomorrow

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Supreme Court on
Wednesday said that it may de-
cide and pass an order on May
10on plea of interim bail to Del-
hichief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal in Delhi excise policy case
in which he was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
had reserved its order on Tues-
day amid stiff opposition from
ED and had observed that the
case concerned an extraordi-
nary situation where the accu-
sed was an elected chief mini-
ster and not a habitual offender
at a time when elections were
round the corner.

While rising for the dav af-
ter hearing a batch of peti-
tions pertaining to CGST Act,
Justice Sanjiv Khanna told
additional solicitor general S
V Raju, who had appeared for
ED in Kejriwal's case, that the
court may pass the order on
Fridav as far as interim order
is concerned.

Kejriwal was arrested on
March2l. Theapex courtinits
previous hearing expressed
reservation on Kejriwal dis-
charging his function as CM
after coming out on interim
bail if it was granted. It had
observed that Kejriwal perfor-
ming his official duties as CM
and signing files if he was
granted interim bail would
have a cascading effect and
would lead to conflict of inter-
est. The court had indicated
that he might not be allowed to
discharge his duties as head
of the Delhigovtif hewasallo-
wed to come out of jail.

Opposing the proposal for
interim relief, solicitor gene-
ral Tushar Mehta said the co-
urt should not treat politici-
ansasaseparate classfor inte-
rim relief as it would demora-
lise common people like
workers, farmers and labou-
rers who would think the law
is favourable to those who
hold high posts.

Tarun Rawat

Nitin Gadkari campaigns for Ramvir Singh Bidhuri at Jaitpur

amphibious plane service
would take off from the Ya-
muna and reach different
parts of the country, inclu-
ding Triveni Sangam in Pray-
agraj, Ganga in Varanasi,
Brahmaputra in Guwahati
and the Taj Mahal in Agra.

(Gadkari said central govt
was providing funds under
various schemes to clean the
Yamuna. Harvest stubble wo-
uld be used to generate etha-
nol to reduce air pollution,
while the dirty water in the
drains in Badarpur would be
used to produce hydrogen in
the future, he claimed.

“What could not bedone till
now has been done by the BJP
covernmentunder the leaders-

Modi central theme at Olympian
Rathore’s roadshow in east Delhi

Times News NETWORK

hipof Modiji,” heasserted.

Saying that it was he who
had got candidate Bidhuri to
join BJP, Gadkari asked the
people to vote for him, assu-
ring, “Whatever changes you
seearound vouisjustatrailer
astheentiremovieisleft. Itis
important that this time too,
the BJP govt led by Modiii is
made victorious in all the se-
ven seats of Delhi.”

Bidhuri also addressed
the crowd and mentioned the
projects taken up by the Cent-
re. Before Jaitpur, Gadkari
addressed the public at Shast-
ri Nagar in support of BJP
candidate from Chandni
Chowk parliamentary consti-
tuency, Praveen Khandelwal.

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi; The coordination
committee formed for the
AAP-Congress alliance in Del-
hi for the Lok Sabha elections
has developed a framework to
ensure regular interactions
are held between ground-level
workers and itineraries are
drawn up for campaigning.
MLAs and councillors have al-
50 been asked to assist the can-
didates with voter outreach.
“Cadres inmost areas have
been made familiar with each
other, We are already carrying
out ‘jail ka jawab vote se’ cam-
paign in various areas and ha-
ve also devised assembly-level
plans for the public gatherings
that would be held,” said Dur-
cesh Pathak, AAP's state-level
coordinator for the committee.

“AAP has adeep connect at
the grassroots level in Delhi,
with the highest number of co-
uncillors and 80% MLASs.
They have been told to ensure
that the candidates reach out
tothe right areas,” headded.

Pathak said ameet wasre-
cently held with Congress
functionary Subhash Chopra
and others. Representatives
from both the sides are in re-
gular touch for any issues
that may arise during the
campaign, he added.

In the municipal polls
held in 2022 to elect council-
lors for 230 seats of Delhi,
AAP had won 134 seats, [talso
has 62 out of 70 MLAS.

Sources in INDIA bloc said
that while AAP will help with
the ground-level strategies,
Congress will bring high-pro-
file leaders to the national ca-
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Subhash Chopra speaks at a joint campaign held at Kalkaji in support
of Sahi Ram, in which Atishi was also present

pital, who will hold roadshows
and public meetings to garner
support for the nominees.
Subhash Chopra, who is le-
ading the coordination from
the Congress side, said, “The
party’'s top functionaries, in-
cluding its president Mallikar-
jun Kharge, MP Rahul Gandhi
and Privanka Gandhi Vadra,
will campaign in support of

the candidates.”

“The venue and the nature
of campaigning, whether it is
in the form of roadshows or
public gatherings, will be deci-
ded soon,” Chopra added.

Other top campaigners in-
clude former Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot and
other Congress CMs. Gehlot's
former deputy Sachin Pilot

will also canvas for candida-
tes, hesaid.

I met AAP's Sanjay
Singh and Atishi on Wednes-
day, and I am in regular con-
tact with Durgesh Pathak as
well,” said Chopra.

On Wednesday, a joint
campaign was held in Kalkaji
in support of AAP's Sahi
Ram ‘Pahalwan’, who is con-
testing the South Delhi seat.
Both Atishi and Chopra were
present at the event. Similar
public meetings are also
scheduled in Okhla and East
Delhi, in which senior fune-
tionaries from both the parti-
es are expected to be present.

“We have always fought
elections against each other,
but this time, the sentiments
are against BJP, so we are not
facing any issues on the gro-
und,” Chopra said.

New Delhi: Olympian Rajvavardhan
Singh Rathore. one of BJP's star cam-
paigners and also a Rajasthan mini-
ster, on Wednesday held aroadshow in
Kalyvanpuri in support of the party's
candidate from East Delhi Lok Sabha
constituency, Harsh Malhotra. The
rally, however, saw a tepid response.
The roadshow started an hour
late, around 6pm. Traversing the
1km stretch, Rathore, sporting a
blue kurta, waved and smiled at the
crowd. While some curious onloo-
kers stood on the balconies of their
houses or peeked from the windows,
many wentabout theirdaily chores.
several BJP supporters, waving

Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore takes part in a roadshow in ﬂal:.ranpur
BJP's candidate from East Delhi Lok Sabha constituency, Harsh Malhotra

AAP’s Ph-IV campaign to woo 4 voter groups

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With a little over two weeks
to gofor polls for seven Lok Sabha seats
in Delhi, Aam Aadmi Party on Wednes-
day announced its fourth phase of the
election campaign, which will target fo-
ur big voter groups — traders, women,
villagers and Poorvanchalis.

AAP's state convener Gopal Rail
said the campaign would start on Mav
13 and end on May 23. The party func-
tionaries will address meetings of
these four segments of voters in each
of the four parliamentary constituen-
cies on which AAP hasfielded its can-
didates under the seat-sharing arran-
eement with Congress, he added.

“AAP will hold trade town hall, ma-
hila samvad, poorvanchal samagam
and grameen panchayvat in all constitu-
encies. These events will start from
East Delhi, New Delhi, South Delhiand
West Delhi seats, respectively, and then
will be held in other constituencies,”
Rai said. "These are four key segments
that have a huge bearing on the elec-
tion,” he added.

Aam Aadmi Party has already been
running a door-to-door campaign, hol-
ding multiple ‘sankalp sabha’ (public
meetings) and has organised three ro-
adshows of jailed chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal's wife, Sunita Kejriwal.

Rai said the party functionaries
would talk about the works done by

Jatin Kumar

Will assume role of party
worker, quit politics rather
than leave BJP again: Lovely

Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi govt for the
four targeted groups in the last nine
yvears of being in office in the capital.
He claimed that AAP govt did a lot of
work in power, water, education and
health sectors besides providing free
bustravel to women and free pilgrima-
ge to the elderly.

“In the trade town hall, we will dis-
cuss the work that our govt has done for
traders and their expectations from us
once our candidates are elected as
MPs,” Rai said, adding that Kejriwal
govt reduced VAT to 5%, ended the ‘Raid
Raaj’ and made a plan for the redevelop-
ment of Delhi's market in the budget.

The minister added that the gram-
een panchavat would focus on the deve-

lopment of villages and how thousands
of crores of rupees Delhi govt spent on
rural development. “In the current bud-
zet, Rs 1,000 crore has been allocated for
the development of villages,” he said.

Rai said issues related to the secu-
rity of women, including the installa-
tion of CCTV cameras, free bus travel
for them, and the provision of Rs1,000
honorarium to each woman about 18
vears every month in this yvear’s bud-
get, will be discussed. “Today, 90% of
the labour comes from Poorvanchal.
They get free electricity and water. We
have doubled up the minimum wages,
inereased the number of Chhath
zhats and helped them live with digni-
tv,” Raiadded.

Technical glitch disrupts services
temporarily on metro’s Violet Line

New Delhi: Commuters on Wednesday
faced inconvenience due to a temporary
delay in services on Delhi Metro's Violet
Line. Services on other lines operated by
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation remained

unaffected, officials said. “Delay in services

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Former Delhi
Congress chief Arvinder
Singh Lovely, who recently re-
signed from his post and swit-
ched to BJP, on Wednesday sa-
id he would rather quit politics
than leave the saftron party.
Lovely, alongwith

Lovely, who isamong BJP's
40 star campaigners for the LS
polls in Delhi, hinted others
from Delhi Congress could
also join the saffron party in
the coming days.

“Raj) Kumar Chauhan is a
known name in north-west
Delhi, but his influence is not
limited +{o that

former minister Haj
Kumar Chauhan, Na-
seeb Singh and Amit
Malik, joined BJP

last week.
“Last time, I qu-
it Congress in an-

ger, This time, ho-

saffron flags with the party’s lotus
symbol, held cutouts of PM Narendra
Modi, with “Main hoon Modi ka Pari-
var(lam Modi'sfamily)” written over
them. In the background, a song,
“Phirse Modl ji ki sarkar dekhna cha-
fie su... (T want to see Modi govt aga-
in)", played loudly on the public add-
ress system, stressing on the temple
theme: “Ram pratishthit kiva jinhone
Awadhpuri ke aasan pe... Ram bhakt
hi raj karega Delhi ke singhasan pe
{those who set up the Ram Mandir in
Avodhya... will rule Delhi too).”

BJP functionaries Anil Gupta, Ma-
hendra Ahuja, Vijendra Dhama and
Sanjay Goval, along with National Mi-
nority Morcha's Yaseer Jilaniand par-
ty officials were present too.

Rakhi Awasthi, who sells plastic
products in the area, said, “I don’t
know about the candidate, but my vote
isfor Modi” Atthesametime, she said
sitting MP Gautam Gambhir “did not
do anything for the constituency”.
But, she “had hope from Modi govt".

According to Anil Kumar, who

has a confectionery shop, this time,
BJP “seems to be on weak ground”.
“Unlike this one, there was a massi-
ve crowd at Sunita Kejriwal's roads-
how,” he said, adding that it was dif-
ficult to predict who would win.
Later, Rathore said, “The 2024
elections are another opportunity
to ensure that corrupt parties and
dynastic rulers stay away from po-
wer yvetagain. Toensure adeveloped
and strong India, we need Narendra
Modias PM for the third time.”

wever, | have taken
the decision with a
cool head and much

constituency. Si-
milarly, I and Na-
seeb Singh are ba-
sed in the trans-
Yamuna area whe-
re there are two se-
ats. This is just the
beginning, If the
party allows, our
other friends will
come too,” he said.

thought. Now, I will
do politics here (in

Arvinder Singh Lovely

Lovely quit
Congress and joi-

BJP) only, or quit
politics instead of leaving the
party,” Lovely told mediaper-
sons at the Delhi BJP office.
Lovely said that in any party;
the role of a worker is the most
important, and he will assume
that role for BJP and campaign
wherever he is asked to.

File photo

ned BJP in April
2017 before the municipal
polls. However, he returned to
Congress in 2018. Last month,
he resigned from the Congress
president’s post over differen-
ces with the senior leadership
and choice of candidates for
the Lok Sabha polls,

between Sarita Vihar and Mohan Estate.
Normal service on all other lines,” DMRC
posted on X. A commuter using the
Violet Line said the announcements at
stations attributed delays to technical
iIssues on the route, pm
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would go to Mumbai in four separate

Taming big cats: Forest guards to train in Mumbai

New Delhi: As leopards are being
sighted 1in human settlements in the
city, forest and wildlife department
will send 40 forest guards to Sanjay
Gandhi National Park in Mumbai for
training to deal with man-animal
conflict. They will later conduct si-
milar workshops in Delhito sensitise
local people on the steps to be taken
after spottinga leopard.

In 2022, areport by Bombay Natural
History Society and Delhi forest de-
partment confirmed the presence of
elght leopards as permanent residents
of Asola.On Aprill, 2023, aleopard bar-
oed into a few houses in Jagatpur, inju-
ring eight people. In retaliation, local
residents had attacked the animal with
lathis. It was finally tranquilised and
later released into Asola Bhatti Wildli-
fe Sanctuary. A leopard was also frequ-
ently sighted in Sainik Farms last year

SPOTS OF BOTHER: The forest guards will later conduct similar workshops in Delhi
to sensitise local people on the steps to be taken after spotting a leopard

and one person got injured in Dec.
Chief wildlife warden Suneesh

Buxy said, “It is estimated that the

population of leopard will increase

inthefuture in Delhi. Hence, we need
gspecialised teams to minimise man-
animal conflict.” He added that a te-
am of 10{forest guards led by a ranger

batches, starting from June.

A forest official said, *A two-day
workshop was organised recently in
Delhi. Experts from Wildlife Conser-
vation Society and other specialists
from Mumbai, which also witnesses
incidents of leopards straying into hu-
man settlements, conducted the
workshop. On the first day, the works-
hop was organised at forest and wildli-
fe department’s office and the second
day’s session involved field training at
Aspla Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary™

Theofficial added that a special leo-
pard rescue team was being formed in
each of the four forest divisions to
tackle such cases. *We want to replica-
te the sucecessful model, like around
Sanjay Gandhi National Park, of pea-
ceful co-existence. The focus is that
these teams should know what should
be done if a leopard is spotted in an ur-
ban space and sensitise the locals.”
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Global business districts used
for benchmarking
DIFC Dubai

25 LSF

63 LSF Battery
of GLA. 35 LSF Park City
commercial offices New 'mrk'

and 28 LSF mega mall.
Delivery starts next year,
cnmplete by March 2027

When ready, existing
5,000 hotel rooms across
11 properties go up to
7,000 in 16 hotels

19.5 LSF

Mission Bay,
San Francisco

22 LSF

Canary Wharf, London

India's biggest mallitobe | 13 LSF

entertainment-focussed Upcoming Worldmark Aerocity at IGIA
__PHASE Ill | ranked among most attractive global

40 LSF business districts by EY

GLA of commercial

offices. Work starts
in 2025, estimated
cumpletiun 2029

Cost of Phase Il & III

sz 5 hlllinn

Future develiupment
potential

65 LSF

GLA of commercial
offices

Connectivity

Existing | Roads, including Delhi-
Gurgaon e-way; Airport Express
and Magenta Line of metro

oy
Under development | DMRC Silver * *

Line; Urban Extension Road; Dwarka e-way

Upcoming | Elevated corridor from INA;
RRTS from nearby cities like Meerut,
Panipat, Alwar; Silver Line extension to
T1; air train linking 1GI terminals; Rangpuri
bypass-tunnel alignment from Nelson

WORLDMARK 2.0
63 LSF

INCLUDES
WORLD MALL

Saurabh.Sinha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Come 2027 and In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port’s Aerocity will boast India’s
largest mall after a massive §2.5
billion expansion that will see
the country’s first aerotropolis
(metropolis in the vicinity of an
airport) growing around eight
times in the next five vears.
Aerocity currently has 15 lakh
square feet of leasable area and
will get over one crore square
feet more in two phases by 2029,

That isn't the end of it all.
Subsequently, the global busi-
ness district will be expanded by
another 65 lakh sq feet, making
1.8 crore sq feet of leasable area
for offices, retail, food courts
and an entertainment-focused
mega mall apart from public
spaces. The GMR-backed Del-
hi International Airport Ltd
(DIAL) had bid for the develop-
ment of Aerocity with Bharti
Realty winning the same. Bhar-
ti has the lease for Aerocity, co-
terminus with DIAL's lease for
developing and running the air-
port, whose ownership remains
with the state.

“Phase 2 and 3 will have an
investment of §2.5 billion, an
amount being raised through a
mix of debt and equity. Phase 2
will see f‘aerucﬁy getting World-
mark 4, 5, 6 & 7 with 35 lakh sq
feet leasahle area and India’s

COUNTRY’S
BIGGEST MALLS

|1 WORLDMARK 1.0 i'iﬁ
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. COMING SOON
INDIA’S BIGGES
MALL IN DELHI

Under development
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TARGET 2027: $2.5-Billion Expansion Plans
In The Works At Aerocity, A Stone’s Throw
From Indira Gandhi International Airport

largest mall sprawled over 28
lakh sq feet — three times as
large as the existing Vasant Kunj
malls. We will start delivery of
Phase 2 next vear and will com-
plete the process by March 2027,"
SK Saval, MD & CEQO, Bharti Re-
alty, told TOI while sharing the
plans for what will be India's
bigegest aerotropolis next to In-
dia's busiest airport. There are
plans for underground parking
for over 8,000 cars,

At present, Aerocity has 5.000
hotel rooms in 11 leading ho-
tels such as JW Marriott, Accor
Group and Roseate, When Phase
2 1s completed, the count rises to
7.000 rooms in 16 hotels with mar-
quee names like St Regis and JW

DLF Mall of India, Lulu Mall,
Noida Trivandrum
20 1sF 19

MALY

. T

Marriott Marquis coming up be-
tween the Aerocity metro station
and the existing hotel district.
“Retail at Worldmark 2.0 with
more than 30 lakh sq feet of re-
tail leasing area makes it one of
the largest retail destinations in
India,” Sayal claimed.

Phase 1, which attracted the
world’s biggest corporate names
like Airbus, EY, IME EKPMG,
Emirates and Pernod Ricard,
saw Brookfield, one of the largest
alternative investment manage-
ment companies globally, agree-
ing to buy 51% stake in Bharti's
four commercial properties,
including Aerocity Worldmark
Phase 1, at an enterprise value of
Rs 5,000 crore, two vears ago.

Lulu Mall, Ambience Mall,
Kochi Gurgaon
18.5 18
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With more

than 30 lakh

sq feet of retail

leasing area,

- Worldmark 2.0 will
be one of the

largest retail destinations in India

—SK Sayal, MD & CEOQ, Bharti Realty

Phase 3 will see Aerocity
getting 40 lakh sq feet leasable
commercial space across North-
ern Access Road that connects
Mahipalpur and Terminals 2
and 3. “We will start work on
this phase in 2025 and complete
it by 2029.” said Saval. “These
will be offices with retail space
on the ground floor and will be
a boundaryless district. The en-
tire place will be linked by cycle
tracks and walkways.”

When complete, Sayal antici-
pates Aerocity to have 20 lakh
people working there and an
annual footfall of at least three
crore. When that happens, IGI
could be handling over 10 crore
passengers annually and well
on its way to replacing T2 with a
much bigger T4 that will take the
airport’s vearly capacity to over
14 crore flvers. Add to it the num-
ber of people working at the mega
airport, both passenger and cargo
side, and the area is all set to be-
come a magnet for footfall.

To handle that, DIAL is de-
veloping India’s first interstate

Phoenix Select City
Marketcity, Walk, Delhi
Bengaluru 13

14

7
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multi-modal transport hub near
the Aerocity metro station. This
hub will likely incorporate an
interstate bus terminus, Delhi
Metro's upcoming Phase 4 line
and the Rapid Rail Transit Sys-
tem station, including the sta-
tion for the automated passen-
ger mover or air train.

“Worldmark Aerocity will be
the world’s most well-connected
global business district with dif-
ferent modes of transport availa-
ble. People coming from Meerut,
Alwar or Panipat will reach here
within 45 minutes on the upcom-
ing RRTS. The mega mall will
have parking space for thousands
of cars,” said Saval.

Bharti is focusing on the mega
mall that Sayal said would become
India’s biggest when it opens by
2027. “We have sent teams across
the world and are developing the
mall as the country's largest in-
door entertainment destination of-
fering the most sought after global
entertainment genres,” he added.

As of now, DIAL and the Un-
ion aviation ministry are in a
back and forth over the number
of stops the proposed air train
linking T1 on one side and T3/2
(or T4 in place of T2 by the end
of this decade) should have.
While the airport operator fa-
vours two air train stations in
Aerocity, the ministry favours
fewer stops to ensure quick in-
tra-terminal transfers.

Mandela Marg to Shiv Murti interchange

Tilak Nagar ‘spotter’ in net, one
more car dealer gets extortion call

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Even as Delhi Po-
lice's Special Cell on Wednes-
day claimed to have arrested
a “spotter” involved in the at-
tack at a car showroom in
west Delhi's Tilak Nagar on
Monday another cardealerin
west Delhi received an extor-
tion call allegedly from Euro-
pe-based gangster Himanshu
Bhau. Bhau demanded Rs 2
crore as “protection money”
from the businessman and
threatened to eliminate him
if the money wasnot paid.
“The businessman, who
deals in used luxury cars in
Naraina, received the call
from a foreign number on his
WhatsApp. Heis knowntothe
owners of Fusion Cars, whe-

re the previous shooting inci-
dent occurred,” asource said,
adding that they were now
probing the role of an insider
or a cop who may be giving
tip-offs tothe gangsters.
Meanwhile, the spotterar-
rested for allegedly firing at
Fusion Cars in Tilak Nagar
was identified as Ketan. He
was riding the bike from
which two shooters fled the
scene. He was produced befo-
reamagistrateand taken into
custody on remand for four
days. Raids are being conduc-
ted to apprehend others.
Speaking to reporters, the
spotter in custodv claimed
that he had received instruc-
tions from gangster Himans-
hu Bhauto carry out the task.
“20-21 rounds were fired. We

10 Bishnoi-Brar gang
henchmen nabbed

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Cracking down
on the Lawrence Bishnoi-Gol-
dv Brar syndicate, Delhi Poli-
ce’'s Special Cell has appre-
hended 10 of its henchmen in
amulti-city swoop.

Thev were found connec-
ted through various social
media platforms like Insta-
gram and Facebook, besides
encrypted chat services like
WhatsApp. Seven pistols
with 31 live cartridges and 11
mobile phones were seized
from them,

The crackdown was carri-
edout by ateam led by DCP La-
lit Mohan Negi and inspector
Shiv Kumar following a tip-off
about an interstate module of
shooters operating at the be-
hestof Bishnoiand Brar. “This
module was active in Delhi-
NCR and adjoining states,
committing extortion, kKillings
and other heinous acts,” saida
sub-inspector:

While monitoring their
activities through technical
surveillance, police noticed

incriminating conversations
among the suspects located
in different states. The con-
versations indicated a cons-
piracy to possibly commit a
Killing. “This suspicion was
further corroborated by so-
urce information. It was also
found that they had procured
weapons,” an officer said.

A case was registered on
April 24, and multiple teams
raided different locations in
seven states. “Two were nab-
bed from Delhi, oneeach from
Rajasthan and Madhva Pra-
desh, and two, including ami-
nor. from Uttar Pradesh. Two
were also caught from Pun-
jab, and one each from Harya-
na and Bihar™ police said.

Investigation has revea-
led several gangsters are al-
s0 orchestrating crimes like
extortion, murder and at-
tempted murder from over-
seas hideouts by leveraging
their connections and
henchmen withinIndia. “So-
me even orchestrate these
activities from prison,” the
officer said.

were three people. The purpo-
sewastoscare...,” hesaid.

Police have identified one
of the shooters as Sunny Gur-
jar, who has a double murder
case registered against him
in Hisar,

Incidentally, TOI repor-
ted on Wednesdav that the
shooter/s would soon be “ar-
rested” by specialised units
like Special Cell or Crime
Branch, which has usually
been the case in such ineci-
dents that have become routi-
ne in the last six months.

There has been panic in
the business community sin-
ce the brazen shooting inci-
dent at Tilak Nagar. The se-
cond call has only led the tra-
ders to approach the police
brasstoensuresafety,

AIIMS to start
cath lab for
emergencies

New Delhi: The All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences-
has decided to operationalise
Cath Labfacility for emergen-
cy patients to ensure prompt
primary neuro, cardio, and
other Endovascular interven-
tions within the crucial “gol-
den hour”. Till date, there is
no dedicated Cath Lab for
emergency patients within
the emergency department.
This strategic decision co-
mes after careful considera-
tion of the current patient lo-
ad and the need for prompt in-
terventions, particularly in
emergency situations. It was
observed that the current
number of operational Cath
Labsfalls shortof meetingthe
escalating demand, resulting
in extended waiting times for
complex neuro and cardio
procedures, said officials.
Furthermore. the absence
of a dedicated Cath Lab wit-
hin the emergency depart-
ment hasled todelaysinadmi-
nistering primary interven-
tions, consequently impae-
ting patient outcomes. T
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Nothing to hide? Go to cops if call
warns you of arrest for drugs link

Abhay@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In the latest “di-
gital arrest” scam, policeclai-
med to have busted a gang
that allegedly targeted vic-
tims by claiming they had
links to drug trafficking, mo-
ney laundering or gangsters,
threatening them with arrest
by posing as officers of the
law, and eventually duping
them of money. Three people
have been nabbed in the case.
Police said 113 complaints ha-
ve been received against the
gangsofar

All three accused — Ra-
kesh Kumar Shaw, Rashid
Khan and Niva Singh — are
residents of West Bengal,

The matter came to light
after an MNC executive in
Munirka Enclave, Sharad, {i-
led a complaint in Dec last ve-
ar at cyber police station (so-
uth-west), saving he had lost
Rs 44 lakh to the con. He told
cops he received a phone call
whereinthecaller, posingasa

Cops busted a gang
that targeted people
by claiming they had
links to gangsters
and threatening
them with arrest

by posing as
officers of law

courier company representa-
tive, claimed to have intercep-
ted a package containing ille-
gal documents, credit cards,
clothes and drugs. The con-
tents of the parcel, the caller
said, were linked to his Aad-
haar card and phone number:

Sharad was then transfer-
red to a video call, in which
people posing as  “crime
branch officers” threatened
legal action. The scammers
demanded a hefty “security
deposit” — nearly 89% of his
savings — and promised a qu-
ick refund once the “investi-
gation” was over. They persu-
aded the executive totransfer

Rs44lakhtotheir account.

After Sharad approached
police, a cvber cell team of so-
uthwestdistrict wasformedto
crack the case. Investigation
revealed the use of proxy SIM
cards, video call apps with
VPNs and a complex money
trail involving over 35 acco-
unts across different states.
The account where Sharad’s
money was transferred be-
longed to Singh.

Upon questioning, she cla-
imed sheused to stitch clothes
and lived with herson, aged 13,
and was separated from her
husband, police said.

Singh said in 2018-2019,
she started purchasing fa-
bric for stitching from Shaw.
However, as she was unable
to pay him on time, Rakesh
extended the credit facility
to her on the condition that
she would provide him with
a current bank account.
“The woman opened the
bank account and handed
over relevant documents to

him. He also asked her tofile
a false lost report of the pho-
ne number and the current
account kit, including the
credentials, which she did,”
said an officer who is part of
the investigating team.

Acting on Shaw’s infor-
mation, police arrested Shaw
in West Bengal. A subsequent
raid led tothe arrest of Khan,
who allegedly managed the
fraudulent bank accounts
used by overseas operators.

Police recovered incrimi-
nating evidence in the form of
WhatsApp chats, photos and
voice notes used to carry out
the econ. Khan, they said, used
to handle the current accounts
from his phone for the fraud-
sters operating the syndicate
from abroad. “He also used to
make calls to the targets by po-
singascopsorcourieremploy-
ees,” the officer said.

When contacted, DCP (So-
uthwest) Rohit Meena refused
to comment, sayving the inves-
tigation was ongoing.

Check status of projects: Atishi to chief secy

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: PWD minister
Atishi has instructed the Del-
hi chief secretary to assess
the progress of major infrast-
ructure projects that are nea-
ring completion but have be-
en delayed for pending appro-
vals from departments.

Officials said that five sig-
nificant road infrastructure
projectsare90% complete but
arefacingobstaclesrelatedto
the relocation of utilities
such as power, water and gas.

The minister's directive
aims to expedite the comple-
tion of these projects, which
are crucial for improving the
city’s infrastructure.

The projects are Barapul-
lah Phase-11l, Punjabi Bagh-
Raja Garden elevated corri-
dor, and a flyover each at

Nand Nagriand Anand Vihar.
Together, these projects will
cost approximately Rs 1,951
crore to the public exchequer.

By reviewing the status
of these projects and identi-
fying the bottlenecks caused
by the lack of approvals, govt
hopes to find solutions and
ensure their timely
completion.

PWD had earlier
written to the forest de-
partment, requesting it
toexpedite permissions,
and now it has asked LB
other departments like Atishi

me, causing delays.
According to officials, the
Anand Vihar flvover came to
a standstill after the forest de-
partment received compla-
ints of a few trees being ille-
gally felled at the project site.
Talks between PWD and
torest officials were on for the
last 2-3 months, butno
headway wasmade, an
official said. Also, a
small parcel of land is
required to shift a po-
wer line. The project
involves construction
of a flvover between

Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
and power discoms.
According to officials, the
projects receive approval from
UTTIPEC after obtaining con-
sent from all stakeholders, but
still, during the stage of execu-
tion, the approvals from the
different departments take ti-

Anand Viharrail over-
bridge and Apsara border:
Barapullah Phase-I11,
which has long faced hurdles
related to land acquisition, is
also delayed as permission to
cut or transplant 274 trees is
awaited. There is also land
from the revenue department

needed tocomplete it. The pro-
ject envisages seamless con-
nectivity between Mayur Vi-
har-1 and Sarai Kale Khan. It
was started in April 2015 and
wasto beover in Oct 2017.

At Punjabi Bagh, the pro-
ject was supposed to be comp-
leted in Jan this year. That dre-
am remains distant, and the
area continues to see heavy
congestion. Here, also, a green
nod from the forest depart-
mentandaDelhiJal Board nod
are awaited.

In Nand Nagri, PWD had
started a 1.5-km {lyover. But
clearances from the forest
department and power dis-
com are awaited. An under-
pass near Mukarba Chowk
from Badli to Haiderpur is
held up because of approvals
from the power discom and
the irrigation and flood cont-
rol departments.
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Noida police in
Delhi to arrest
AAP MLA, son

in assault case

Advitya.Bahl@timesgroup.com

Noida: A day after thev were
booked for allegedly assaul-
ting and threatening employ-
ees of a petrol pump in the ci-
tv. Noida police on Wednes-
day sent teams to Delhi to ar-

rest AAPs Delhi MLA
Amanatullah Khan and his
son Anas Ahmed.

SHO of Phase 1 Dhruv
Bhushan Dubey said the
Okhla legislator and his son
were not found at their Batla
House residence.

“We have formed three te-
ams to investigate the ineci-
dent, On Wednesday, a team
was sent to the MLA's residen-
ce in Delhi to nab the Khan
and his son, but they were not
found there. Another team is
gathering statements of eve-
witnesses and staffers present
at the fuel station at the time
of the inecident, while the
third is analysing the CCTV
feeds,” Dubey said.

A law student, Ahmed tri-
ed to skip the queue at a Sec-
tor 95 fuel pump on Tuesday
and allegedly assaulted a
staffer when he was asked to
get back inline. The incident
was caught on a CCTV came-
ra installed at the fuel pump
and widely shared on
social media.

In his complaint, fuel sta-
tion owner Vinod Kumar
Singh claimed Ahmed had
pulled out an iron rod from his
car's boot and hit a staffer. He
alsosaid that Ahmed had van-
dalised a card machine.

“The MLA's son (later) cal-
led his father, who arrived in
two cars. He threatened the
petrol pump manager,” the
complaint said.

Police filed an FIR against
the MLA, his son and two
other unidentified car occu-
pants under [PC sections 323
(voluntarily causing hurt),
o4 (intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach of
the peace), 506 (criminal inti-
midation) and 427 (mischief
causingdamage).
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HC gives a week to probe agencies to respond to Sisodia’s plea Rohini hit-and-run: 24-year-old arrested

Tinves News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urt on Wednesday granted
more time to the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) and
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) to respond to
former deputy chief mini-
ster Manish Sisodia’s plea se-
eking bail in the alleged exci-

se policy scam.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma, who listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on
May 14, was informed by the
counsel for the probe agenci-
esthat they needed some mo-
re time to respond. The co-
unsel for Sisodia opposed
the reguest, pointing out
that ED and CBI had assured

the Supreme Court that the
trial would be completed in
six months.

The court recorded that
“ED s in the process of filing
another prosecution compla-
int in relation to a co-accused
in the case...irrespective of
that, the accused is in custo-
dy, and four more davs are
granted to the respondents to

file their replies. The reply
will be placed on court record
by Monday and an advance
copy 15 also supplied to the
other side by Monday.™

In the high court, Sisodia
has challenged a trial court’s
April 30 order by which his
bail petitions were dismissed
on the ground that the stage
was not right for granting ba-

iltohim.

Sisodia's judicial custo-
dy extended till May 21: A
Delhicourtextended the judi-
cial custody of Sisodia till
May 21 inamoney laundering
case related to the alleged ex-
cise policy scam, which was
filed by ED. The custody was
extended by the court of spe-
cial judge Kaveri Baweja.

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A dav after 62-year-
old Congress functionary Hari
Kishan Jindal died in a case of
hit-and-run in Rohini's Pras-
hant Vihar area, a 24-vear-old
man was arrested in connec-
tion with the case, police said
The accident took place on
Tuesday morning when the
victim was out for a morning

walkandwashitbyaspeeding
SUV, which fled the scene.
Upon receiving informa-
tionabout theaccident, a poli-
ceteam rushed tothespotand
cameto know that the injured
had sustained grievous inju-
ries on the head and had been
shifted to a hospital where he
was declared brought dead,
said G S Sidhu, DCP(Rohini).
A case was registered un-

der relevant sections of rash
driving and death due to neg-
ligence under the [PC.
“During the investiga-
tion, the police teamanalysed
more than 250 CCTVs footage
in the vicinity where the alle-
ged SUV was found escaping.
A trail of its route was crea-
ted and followingaraid, accu-
sed Chirag Chaudhary was
nabbed,” DCP Sidhu said.

Man killed
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PAYING HOMAGETO THE DEPARTED SOUL vear-old man has

been murdered

N ‘ | N Y o allegedly on su
s Celebrating the Life of Shri Davinder Kumar . G Spicion of An 1L
Forever in Our Hearts } north — Delhi's

- Anand  Parbat

area. A friend of
the wvictim has
been arrested,
police said.

The deceased
Ram Bhujaram,
aresident of Bal-
jit Nagar, worked
as a welder at
Anand Parbat.
Police received a

Shri Pramod Kumar Agarwal
(Former Director and Member of Board - EIL)
28091946 - 27.04 2024

With profound grief we inform the sad demise of PCR call about

o Gupta our beloved Shri Pramod Kumar Agarwal who left the murder on

for his heavenly abode on 27.04.2024. Tuesday night.

You left us on this day three years ago. Prayer meeting will be held on May 9th, 2024 from 4pm Inquiry revealed
;! to Spm at Aggarwal Dharamshala D-134A/31 Model Town that Bhujaram

We miss your presence in our lives. Dethi - 110008,

: . and Khetu (50)
In grief: Agarwal Family i drinkin; li-

¢ /| Moh: 9818678989 / 9810204943 quor and there

) e S e was an argument

between them, a
OBITUARY

k.

) Sudhir & Tanusha | Rachna & Rohit | Divya, Dhruv
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senior police of-

ficersaid.

: % "Khet hit
Shri Davinder Kumar Iﬂ LﬂVIﬂg Mﬁ'mﬂry 'ﬂf 3 I REMEMBRANCES I Bhujal‘?a_rl:{ll witlh
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31 December 1954 - 09 May 2021) Shri Dilip Singh Rawat Hﬂ T obieck: dus: 1
. . ‘hich he collap-
- : On his 23rd Death Anniversa | S Tl mss ta
Renowned Industrialist, Henna Exporter & Chairman : '3 e pe "_tf” - st
. . our caring daisposition, tal where he
Modern Delhi International SCI’IOO' ever smiling face and unconditional was declared
SEEfDI‘-B? & SEE‘I’EI"S?, GrE‘E”Er Fﬂ“dﬂbﬂd love inspires us on every occasion ?gsq;&;éhﬁggg‘]
A visionary and a philanthropist, his sharp acumen in business earned him and each passinf_:l day. ng']t]l?} DCP
adulation from all quarters. As a devoted son, a loving husband, a doting brother, We pray to thﬂ_ Almighty for During inves-
and an adoring father, he believed in nurturing ties with boundless affection. Your eternal bliss and peace. tigation, Khetu

told the cops that
he had a suspi-
cion that Bhuja-
ram had an illicit
relationship

with his wife, the
DCP =aid, adding

Deeply revered by his family and employees, the magnanimous soul kindled the (1944 - 2001)

lives of many with the generosity of his spirit. An epitome of courage and
strength, his rich legacy of commitment to excellence coupled with unflinching
zeal to surpass all odds will continue to illumine our path. His divine presence will
be eternally enshrined in our memories. An inspiring persona, the footprints left
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Fondly remembered & deeply missed by : TN
Family: Management & Staff o bé;iwt:ﬁe:;;mily <

Mrs. Urmila Rawat (Wife) South Delhi Education Society (Regd.) Raj
Dipikka -Uday Marya South Delhi Public School (Defence Colony) Uday, Marsha, Kate &

; : - ; : 2 ; : : : - Natasha that the suspect
behind by the charismatic stalwart will never fade away into oblivion. Jyotsna - Siddhartha Jain South Delhi Public School (East of Kailash) Abhay, Chris, Jerad & has been arres-
There never was and never will be another like him. Shruti - Anshul Chanana Saksham (Africa Avenue) Olivia ted. TNN

Avanee - Vaibhav Lakhi
(Daughters & Sons-in-law)

@’ Aarriyana, Aavyan, Allaina, Jivraj & Samara (Grandchildren)

Fondly remembered by :
Mr. Ashok Sethi & Ms. Shashi Sethi (Brother in Law & Sister)
Mr. Rajeev Girdhar & Ms. Parul Girdhar (Brother & Sister in law)
Mr. Manoj Girdhar & Ms. Geeta Girdhar (Brother & Sister in law)

Y S—

e REMEMBRANCE ¢ Z <

SHARING MEMORIES

Shri Amir Chand Girdhar (Father)
Smt. Savita Girdhar (Wife)

Abhishek Amir Girdhar (Son) . sandeen Girdher & Ms. Shveta Girdher (Brother & Sister in law) 18th Death ***““”“*EEF
/'A Director Principal & Staff of HR 87 This t.}‘llaj,a fate in 2006 had
~~>—, MODERN DELHI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, Faridabad §Hﬁtﬂ ed you 133‘?‘&1‘5 ago
sepan DASS AU CHAND {12 Secor7 8 Soior 89 Tttearscould b
l Fﬂridaimr.f “=%) Greater Foridabad. Bharat Petroleum Corp. Lid. 4"_ _ were a lane, We w {ﬂl] d
}'ﬁ& HJR walk right up to heaven and brmg VOl
' home again” Fondly remembered b £
i d LTQ" . KL Das, Eunal, Rajashree, Shayon & Riyon

3rd Death Anniversary
Mr. Jatender Kumar Puri
12.12.1940 - 09.05.2021

(04.12.1939 - 06.05.2024)
Ramest Raj Rokle

o
-

Every day, in some small
way, memories of you
come our way Though
absent, you are ever near,
still missed, still loved
and ever dear. Deeply missed by Anupama
Puri (wife), Reena, Ryan, Ritu, Anoop,
Krisna, Katvani, familv and friends.

IN FOND MEMORY OF THE DEPARTED SOUL,
CHAUTHA/PRAYER MEETING WILL BE HELD ON

THURSDAY, 9TH MAY 2024
4TOS5PM
CHINMAYA MISSION, LODHI ROAD, NEW DELHI

Smt. Madhuri Mehrotra

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY 24.04.1543 to 09.05.2003

You are always in our
hearts even if a lot of
time has elapsed. Your
sociability is discussed
among friends and
re}atmns quite often. May vour soul rest in
peace, P.S. Mehrotra, Pankaj & Shikha,
Deepa & Shobhit.

VEENA KOHLI (WIFE)
ARIUN KOHLI (SON)
SANJAY KOHLI {SON)
VAANI KOHLI (GRANDDAUGHTER)

VIMLA MAN MOHAN SINGH (SISTER)
NALINI PURI (SISTER IN LAW)

KOHLI AND PURI FAMILY

MIECES & NEPHEWS

FRIENDS & FAMILY
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Jagatjit Jaiswal Feroze and Meher Sarna

Nishaat and Ashish Sarna

To place an Obituary announcement or

Ayesha Nariman Remembrance message please call
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Ramp up testing of
food products: HC

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Wednesday underscored
the need toramp up testing of
food products in the capital,
sayingthefoodcycle hasbeco-
me “corrupted”.

It said that being the apex
body, Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAlneededtotakestepsto
ensure that there was enough
testing whilealsoseekingade-
tailed report from Delhil govt's
food and safety department.

A bench of Acting Chief
Justice Manmohan and Justi-
ce Manmeet PS Aroraexpres-
sed concern on the quality of
milk and milk products being
sold in the ecity and asked Del-
hi govt to file an affidavit on
the level of testing, the num-
ber of food-inspecting teams
and its budget.

"FSSAI needs to ramp up
testing. It 1s minimal. What
sort of products are we eating?
We donot know. Youare taking
nosteps. Youarelivinginsome
ivory tower or what? You pick
up any food product, there isa
problem. There is so much pes-
ticide,” the bench remarked.

The FSSAI counsel said fo-
od testing was carried out by
the state food safety commis-
sioners. Noting that 25 sam-
ples per food safety officer per
month is the preseribed norm
for testing, the court remar-
ked that appropriate random
testing had to be carried out
oiven the city's population.

Six injured in
an escalator

snag at metro
stn, case filed

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Six people were
injured after thev fell on each
other on the escalatorduetoa
technical snag in Kashmere
Gate metro station,

Police haveregistered a ca-
se inthisregard.

The people in the escalator
were identified as Manoj
(48), Naman Kumar Gupta
(22), Manoj Verma (38), Hiba
(32), Pankaj Kumar (34) and
Sangita (49).

The complainant — a
BTechsecond-vear student —
told police that on May 6
when he was returning home
from his college in Noida, he
“opt off at Kashmere Gate
metro station and used the
escalator from the Violet Li-
ne to reach the Red Line plat-
form. Between 6.30 pm and
6.45 pm, while ascending in
the escalator, it suddenly
stopped for a second and then
resumed its movement at do-
uble speed,” he said.

"This caused several pas-
sengers to lose balance and
fall ontopof eachother, resul-
ting in injuries to many. My
shoulders, right ear, right
eve, right toe, right elbow we-
re injured,” he said. He said
that he also suffered internal
injuries to his back. "My
right ear was even partially
severed," he said.

The complainant added
that he was taken to multiple
hospitals for treatment. "At
Safdarjung Hospital, doctors
stitched my ear back together.
However, they informed me
that I would require plastic
surgery for my ear;,” he added.

sources in Delhi Metro sa-
id an escalator developed a
technical snag so those in it
fell on each other.

A case under Sections 287
(negligent conduct with re-
spect to machinery), 337 (cau-
sing hurt by act endangering
life or personal safety of
others)of IPC was registered.

Police will probe the role
of people who were involved
in maintenance of the escala-
tor. They will also scan CCTV
footage to ascertain sequence
of events.

“Look at the population of
Delhi. How much food con-
sumption is taking placeon a
dailv basis. How many FSOs
are there in Delhi? Sampling
needs to be ramped up.” Justi-
ce Manmohan said.

The court was hearing a
suo motu case initiated by it
in 2010 following a news re-
port on the use of certain pes-
ticides for growing vegetab-
les, which cause serious neu-
rological problems, Kidney
damage, skindiseases, cancer
and other grievous ailments.

In a separate matter rela-
ting to the shifting of nine da-
iries to better locations, the
court again flagged the need
for testing of milk and sought
a report from the authorities.
Someof thedairies, it pointed
out, are located next to land-
fills and cattle consumed con-
taminated food.

“Today, the administra-
tion has turned a blind eve as
if these dairies do not exist at
all. Milk from here is used in
sweets and chocolates and it
isenteringourfood. Cattle ha-
ve been moved to the second
floor we are told and then they
never come down in their life,
Imaging the cruelty and amo-
unt of waste and excreta
among which they live. Oxy-
tocin is a banned drug, but it
is rampant in these dairy co-
lonies. Responsibility needs
to be fixed,” the bench told
chief secretary and MCD
commissioner who were pre-
sent virtually in the hearing,

Winds Bring Respite
From Heat, Pollution

Day Temp Drops, Air Quality Improves To Poor

Times News NETwWORK

New Delhi: Strong easterly
winds on Wednesday brought
the city some respite from he-
at and the very poor air quali-
ty of Tuesday.

On Wednesday, the air qu-
ality index (AQI)was 225, aga-
inst 302 on Tuesday.

The city’s maximum tem-
perature was recorded at 38.2
degree Celsius, a notch below
normal and against 42 degre-
es a day earlier. Moisture-la-
den easterly winds up to
20kmph brought the daytime
temperature down. The mini-
mum temperature was recor-
ded at 27.5 degrees Celsius,
two notches above normal
and the highest of the year so
far On Tuesday, the minimum
was 24.2degrees Celsius.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board data,
the city witnessed a streak of
hadairdays— AQI over200—
starting May 3. It deteriora-
ted to very poor on May 7 and
settled in the poor range on
Wednesday

According to the pollution
forecasting agencies, theair qu-
ality will remain poor for two
days and the readings will move
towards moderate after that.

“Theairqualityislikely to
be in the poor category from

Charging ahead:
take part in run for Viksit Bharat

Shreva.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Amid slogzans of
Bharat maita ki jai, more than
8,000 students charged ahead
in the 2.5km Run for Viksit
Bharat organised on Wednes-
day by Delhi University in col-
laboration with Viksit Bharat
Ambassador Club.

“Viksit Bharat 2047" is PM
Narendra Modi's action plan
to transform India into adeve-
loped country by 2047 in
terms of economic growth,
social progress, environmen-
tal sustainability and good go-
vernance exactly 100 years af-
ter gaining independence
from foreign rule.

Urging the students to
find their personal roles in
Bharat 2047, vice-chancellor
Yogesh Singh said. “We must
all contribute to Bharat mo-
ving forward and progres-
sing. All students should vote
and also motivate 10 others to
vote so democracy is streng-
thened.” He claimed that
*many good things” would

RN\
‘\\

Pival Bhattacharjee

SCURRYING FOR COVER

Mav 9-11,” II'TM’s forecast sa-
id. The outlook for the subse-
quent six days shows that the
airqualityislikely tobe inthe
“moderate category... The
predominant surface wind is
likely to befrom thesoutheast
directions in Delhi with a spe-
ed 15-20 kmph”, the forecast
said. Partly cloudy skies and
strong surface winds (speed
20-30 kmph) during the day on
Mavaisalsolikely
According to the weather
scientist, the city is likely to
get some temporary relief la-
ter this week due to the possi-

bility of rain.

“The main reason behind
rise in minimum and drop in
maximum temperature is
strong easterly winds that ha-
ve moisture. So, the mini-
mum temperature did not
fall. There is a western distur-
bance, which amid prevailing
pasterly winds may lead to a
thunderstorm and light rain-
fall on May 11 and 12. This will
bringatemporary relief form
scorching heat,” Kuldeep Sri-
vastava, senior weather sci-
entist at India Meteorological
Department (IMD), said.

8k DU students

Badminton player Saina Nehwal and actor Rajkummar Rao at the run which saw crowd and cheers

Photos: 1ANS

sident of Mumbai BJP flag-
ged off the run that started at
Tam from DU's Gate No. 1 and
ended at the university’s
sports complex.

"This was a good initiative
for Viksit Bharat. 1 felt very
good returning to my univer-

te.” The actor is also the am-
bassadorof the Election Com-

mission of India.

Nehwal said,
person, running daily is good
for fitness. But we are here for
a different reason today — to
build a future and a country

“As a sports-

Rohini Singh, a student,
“l was inspired by the
event. The run offered a plat-
torm for the youth to he aware

said,

of the development of the co-

untry, to take pride in it and be

hopeful of the future.”
Congress's Delhi unit

Bidtoforce2 [ife term for three in
10-yr-old murder case

into sex trade,
woman held

New Delhi: Two women, aged
22 and 29, were prevented
from falling prev to nefarious
intentions of human traffick-
ers in southwest Delhi's Sa-
garpur. The women, lured by
the promise of jobs, were be-
ing foreced into joining the pro-
gtitution racket,

On Wednesday, police rece-
ived information about a girl
whao was in trouble. A team re-
ached Sagarpur where they
metthe22-year-old woman. La-
ter, they discovered the other
woman at the same location.

When questioned, the 22-
vear-old woman revealed that
she was from Agra and had re-
cently come to Delhi to find
any work. She met a woman,
Rajni, here who asked her to
contact one person named So-
nu who would “help herfinda
job™. “She then went to Dash-
rathpurithreedaysagowhere
she met both Rajni and Sonu.
Thev coerced her and attemp-
ted to involve her in prostitu-
tion. But she strongly denied
it and informed an NGO about
the incident,” an officer said.

The 29-year-old woman sa-
id thatshe had also come in se-
arch of a job and was being
forced into prostitution. “A
case was registered and Rajni
(25) arrested,” said DCP (so-
uthwest) Rohit Meena. Sonu
isontherun.

During interrogation, Raj-
ni disclosed that she also used
tocontact girls for prostitution
through online classifieds. tnn

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: A court has senten-
ced two men to a life term for
murdering 28-vear-old Rohit
Ahlawat in 2011 after they failed
to extort enough money from
him. The duo and another man
also got a life term for criminal
conspiracy and Kidnapping.
The court of additional
sessions judge Virender Ku-
mar Kharta, however, did not
award death penalty to them,
sayving the offence was not in
the rarest of rare category. In
its May 6 order, the court sta-
ted that though the offence
was heinous, capital punish-
ment was not being awarded
as there was a chance of the
convicts being reformed.
Anadil Hasan, Mehboob
Alam and Raju Lal Jaat had
invited Ahlawat, who was an
emplovee of Bureau of Indi-
an Standards, toaparty inNo-
ida. After getting drunk, they
asked Ahlawat, the son of an
advocate, for money. When he
refused, they threatened to
kill him. Ahlawat then han-
ded over his ATM card, but
the account had only Rs 8,500,
which enraged the trio. They
strangled and then shot him.
Hishody wasfound inasugar-
cane field along Sambhal Ro-
ad in Amroha, Uttar Pradesh.
The court had convicted
the men on March 30, 2024 un-
der Indian Penal Code sec-
tions 302 (murder), 120B (cri-
minal conspiracy) and 364A
(kidnapping for ransom). Whi-

Denied property share,
Gzb man murders his
mom, younger brother

Avishek.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Ghaziabad: A man was ar-
rested on Wednesday for al-
legedly bludgeoning to death
his 65-year-old mother and
vounger brother (38) while
they were sleeping at the
family’s two-storey house in
Loni Border.

Police said Dharmendra
Kumar (45), a salesman and
resident of Gulab Vatika,
was intoxicated when he de-
cided to kill his mother Yash-
oda and brother Vijender on
Tuesday night. Davs before,
Dharmendra had an argu-
ment with Yashoda when she
refused to help him clear his
loan and told him he won't
et his share of the property,
police said,

DCP (rural) Vivek Yadav
told TOI Dharmendra went
to Loni Border police station
around 8am on Wednesday

morning and told cops some-

one had killed his mother

and yvounger brother.
Dharmendra, the eldest

opened it and saw the bodies
of his mother and younger
brother,” the DCP said. A pre-
liminary probe indicated
the two people were killed
around 2am when they were
sleeping. Cops suspected that
one of the two sons may have
been involved as there were
no signs of forceful entry into
the house, and there was no
theft of cash and valuables.

“During the benzidinetest,
we found some blood spots on
the terrace going towards the
second floor where Dharmen-
dra lived with his family Then
we also found a blood spot in
the washroom on the floor
where Dharmendra lived. We
also found some clothes that
were used to clean blood in his
room. He hid his blood-stained
clothes between some suitcas-
es after putting some more
clean clothes on top of the
pile,” Yadav said.

Other family members in
the house did not hear any
noise as they were sleeping at
the time on separate floors.

Investigators said Dhar-

sity and interacting with stu-
dents,” said Rao. “When we
reach 2047, we should have a
‘Viksit Bharat'. [ appeal to all
of vou to go and cast your vo-

Exchange old ACs for efficient
ones under BSES’ new scheme

New Delhi: With the mercury crossing 40 degrees Celsius in
the city, the BSES discoms are offering their domestic consu-
mers up to 63% discount to replace old airconditioners with
energyv-efficient ones,

Accordingtoa BSES statement, the cooling load can account for
uptos0% of ahousehold’s annual energy expensesand switchingto
a 5-star energy-efficient airconditioner can significantly reduce it.

BSES Rajdhani Power Limitedand BSES Yamuna Power Li-
mited have launched the limited-period AC Replacement Sche-
me in partnership with leading airconditioner manufacturers.
The scheme will beavailable in BSES' operating areas in south,
west, east and central Delhi for all ACs, including next-genera-
tion inverter technology models, the statement said.

Around40window and splitmodels of leadingbrandsareon
offer on a “first cum, first served” basis. A domestic consumer
will be eligible to exchange a maximum of three airconditio-
nersagainst a unique contract account number, BSES stated.

A BSES spokesperson stated, “We have been powering the
adoption of sustainable technologies, including LEDlighting, elec-
tric vehicle charging infrastructure, and rooftop solar net mete-
ring. Now, the AC scheme will notonly help consumers lower annu-
al electricity costs and monthly expenses but also bolster our col-
lective efforts towards a more sustainable and greener future.” tun

happen in the country over
the next 25 years.

Actor Rajkummar Rao,
badminton player Saina Neh-
wal and Hitesh Jain, vice-pre-

that 18 the best in the world.
We are doing so well in every
field, but I want us to work
even harder to become one of
the best countries by 2047,

HC fines petitioner Z1L over PIL
for ‘gag order’ in Kejriwal case

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on Wednesday slapped acostof Rs1
lakh on a lawyer and dismissed his PIL seeking appropriate ar-
rangements for chief minister Arvind Kejriwal to run the govt
trom jail.

The petitioner sought torestrain political parties and the media
from exerting any "undue pressure” for the resignation of Kejri-
wal. “Do we impose an emergency? Should we impose censorship
ormartial law? How does the court gag the press or political rivals?
a bench of acting chief justice Manmohan and justice Manmeet PS
Arora asked the petitioner, after briefly hearing his submissions.

"All we can say is, keep a bank draft of Rs1lakh ready;” the co-
urt told the petitioner. The bench further pointed out that the co-
urt cannot impose censorship on the media or stop political ri-
vals from making statements, rejecting the arguments made by
the petitioner,

Inthe latest PIL filed on the issue of Kejriwal's arrest, the peti-
tioner argued that although it was "practically impossible” torun
the govi from jail, the same could be made possible with the use of
technology. He praved for arrangements for video conferencing
to Kejriwal. The PIL also said media should be stopped from run-
ning "sensational headlines” speculating on his resignation.

Additional solicitor-general Chetan Sharma said the petition
was filed with obligue motives. p1i

meanwhile, lodged a compla-
int with the election commis-
sion, saying the event was or-
ganised in violation of the
model code of conduct.

TIMES INTERNET LIMITED

CIN: U74999DL1999PLC135531
PUBLIC NOTICE

Optimal Media Solutions
(A division of Times Intemet Limited)
presents “Times of India Film Awards
(TOIFA) - OTT Edition - 2023"
that aims o recognize and honour
talent par excellence in acting and
contant creation of films and
series released first on online
video sjirr-zemnrb{?1 platforms in
Hindi language within the period of
Jan 01, 2023, to Dec 31, 2023.

The awards are segregated
into 3 broad categories:

= TOIFA Academy led = Web films with
Exceptional Talent (9 awards)
« TOIFA Academy led — Web series
with Exceptional Talent (13 awards)
* People’s choice awards (4 awards)

The management has made every
endeavour fo idenfify all the web film
and series eligible to participate in the
awards. In caze one believes that an
web film or series has been missed out,
then for details of the categories please
write to us at toifa@timesgroup.com
before 06:00 pm IST of May 15, 2024,
* Tarms & Condibions apply
Lo an 1o wanw_ loita, in
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of three brothers, zaid the
voungest Akash (34) lived on
the ground floor of the house,
Yashoda and Vijender lived
on the first floor, and he lived
on the second floor with his
own family

Vijender was physically
and mentally challenged.

“A police team went to the
house and saw blood stains
on the bed and walls. During
gquestioning, Dharmendra
told police that he woke up
around 7.30am and went
down to see his mother, He
knocked on her room’s doora
few times and when she
didn’t open it, he foreefully

mendra confessed to the
crime after he was detained
for questioning. He told cops
he had a loan of Rs 1.5 lakh,
and hismonthly salaryof Rs
8.000 as a salesman wasn't
enough to pay it back.

Late at night, he took the
leg of a bed and hit Yashoda,
who lost consciousness.
Dharmendra then attacked
Vijender, killing him. "He
then smashed the object on
his mother a few times. He
went to the terrace and fell
asleep there. He woke up in
the morning and told every-
one he had found their bod-
ies,” the DCP said.

The court, however,
did not award death
penalty to them,
saying the offence
was not in the rarest
of rare category

le Hasan, Alam and Jaat got a
life term for criminal conspi-
racy and Kidnapping, Hasan
and Alam were also sentenced
to life for the murder: The sen-
tences will run concurrently,
The court pointed out that
the convicts were not involved
in any crime earlier nor did
they commit any penal offence
after being released on bail.
“The prosecution has not fur-
nished anv material on the ba-
sisof whichcanbesaid that the
convicts cannot be reformed,”
itadded. Additional public pro-
secutor Pankaj Kumar Ranga
appeared for the prosecution.
The court, however, also sa-
id the offences were heinous
and the trauma of the decea-
sed'sfamily members could not
be ignored. Noting that the fa-
mily members had suffered
loss of dependency, mental
trauma, inconvenience, hard-
ship, love and affection, disap-
pointment and frustration, the
court said adeguate compensa-
tion was required to be granted.
As the convicts did not ha-
ve the financial capacity to
pay compensation, the judge
referred the case to Delhi Le-
zal Services Authority for the
determination and award of
adequate compensation.

Kidnapped
girl rescued,
suspect held

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: An eight-vear-old
girl, Kidnapped from south
Delhi's Kotla Mubarakpur
area where she was plaving
outside her home, has beenre-
scued. Suspect Umaralias Ar-
jun (28) was arrested from so-
uth-west Delhi, police said.
Police received informa-
tion about the girl's Kidnap-
ping at 3pm on May 6. Her fat-
her complained that an uni-
dentified man had Kidnapped
her, a senior police officersaid.
“Multiple teams were tas-
ked to investigate the matter
and during the analysis of
CCTVs footage in the area a su-
spicious individual was noti-
ced. By tracking his move-
ments, we confirmed he was the
one who abducted the girl," said
Ankit Chauhan, DCP (south).
The suspect's image was
circulated within the police
network and the girl's photo
was shared among RWAs and
market welfare associations’
WhatsApp groups to solicit
any leads, the DCP said.
Further examination of
CCTVs footage at metro sta-
tions and DTC buses revealed
the suspect and the girl disem-
barking at Q@utub Minar Met-
ro Station and it was also de-
termined that Umar boarded
a DTC bus from Andheria Mor
while traveling to the abduc-
tion site, DCP Chauhan said,
adding that a targeted search
in Andheria Mor clusters led
tothe girl's rescue and Umar’s
apprehensionon Tuesday
During probe, Umar revea-
led that had come to collect
glass for making small toys
from Kotla, where he found
the girl playing and abducted
her, the DCP said.

Denmark’s envoy posts video showing
trash, NDMC quickly swings into action

Tinmes News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Freddy Svane,

Denmark’'s ambassador to In-

dia, on Wednesday posted a

video on social media, sho-
wingtrash dumped inaservi-

ce lane outside the embassy.
“Lovely, green New Delhi.

Many words but no action.

Saddened by this,” the diplo-

mat wrote on X, tagging the
official handles of the Da-
nish embassy, ‘Denmark in
India’, Delhi chief minister’s
office and the LG office.
Svane said garbage had
been thrown in the common
service lane between the em-
bassies of Denmark and Gre-
ece. “Thisused tobeaservice
lane, but yvou see, it is just full

Office of the District Magistrate & District Election Officer
North 24 Parganas, Barasat, North 24-Parganas-700124
Notice
Information for all concerned that the Hon'ble Expenditure Observer of 16-Dumdum PC, 17-Barasat PC & 18-Basirhat PC
will be available for public hearing in connection with General Election to Lok Sabha-2024. Anyone having any grievance w.r.t.

election can visit personally as per following schedule with prior appointment.
Sl | Name of the Hon’ble | Parliamentary| Contact No E-Mail 1D Meeting Venue Meeting
No.| Expenditure Observer | Constitution Date & Time
1 | Manu Chaurasia, IRS | 16-Dumdum | 9748310496 | expobservermchaurasia| Coal India Guest | 15th-20th May,
@gmail.com house, Coal Bhawan, 2024
Premise No-04, AF-Il1, | From: 11.00am
MNew Town, to 2.00pm
Kolkata-700156
2 Beenu, IRS 17-Barasat | 9748310434 expobserverbeenu New VC Room (2nd On 13-May-
@gmail.com Floor), Office of the 2024
District Magistrate, From: 3:00pm
North 24-Parganas, to
Barasat, 4:00pm.
Kolkata- 700124
3 | Sunil Kumar Gautam, IRS| 18-Basirhat | 9748310464 | expobserverskgautam Conference Hall, From 14-May-
@gmail.com Dakshini Kunjo, PO: | 2024 onwards
Basirhat, near Basirhat | 10:00am to
SDO office, 11:00am
Pin-7434411
Sd/-
District Magistrate & District Election Officer
Morth 24 Parganas
Memo No. : 986(3)/DICO/N24Pgs. Date: 08.05.2024

MNOTICE INVITING TENDER
West Bengal Medical Services Corporation Lid. is inviting electronic bids for

procurement of different type of medical equiprments for haalth facilities of Govt.
r:uf WES-L I:'h: ngal per dt'tarl_f. in mf.amrl in l:hc tal::uh:- I.u: Iuw

A 5up-p|l|| and Enmh‘.lulmlng of Qmnitract Surglr_al Reteactar 5-,111-.1-. {Llpppr & Lawer Abdoménal) far

Dept. of Urology at INGME&R-S5HM Hospital, Kolcita:

o Fbem [y, Bid Aef. Na.

Omnitract Surgasal
1 | Retractar System {Lipper &

il TG
Lowes Abdaminal) {01} [iated 06052024

WEMSOLMIT-262 3024

Last date of |
submisxion of femarks
onimebid |
2™ il of Bid Fef. Ha.
WPRIAM o | | WEBMSCLNIT-132/ 1024
500 P :

| Dated- 19,02 2034

B, Su-wph.' #nd Commissoning of lm-l:ﬂh::-m winrk alation '.l'-rl.h FaciFities af He-c!rl-lll.ul araesthesiolagy for
lh-l.* Dept, of Bangur nstiaile UINEUFM tience-Annes af IPGMESR-55KM Haspieal:

5 e m [0y Bid Rl Na,

anesthesia work station
1 | with faciites of Neonatal

aripasilesiokagy [O1)

WERMMSCLMIT-263/ 2024,
Dataid 06053024

Last date of |
subimission of Remarks
onling bid
- - T | wl .I I - F
et | -.2-3:5; illdr p:i-ﬁ-r“tn:lnzd
{1500 Ph ; pcbim i e

Datag- E5.02. 2004

C. Supply and Cammisssaning af 5 [Tive] diffesent medical equipment st differamt Hybeid OCUs across the

state of Wasl Bomgal:

| Ftam Oy ) Bid Ref. Na.

03 [thiee) different Types of | WEMSCLNIT- 26452024,

medical equipimsnt Dated 06052024

Last date ol
sulbmilssion of Remarks

onlirie bdd

»d
2 call of Bid Fef. No.
0050wt | r-r.:s; ,J,T 5}..;3 i
0500 P G R

Dated- 03, 10.2023

Interested Bidders may download the tender document and submit their bids
online at the website www whtenders.govin The tender document may also be
downloaded from the websites wwwwhbhealth. govin and wwwwhmsc.govin

5d/-General Manager & loint Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department

ICA- T7935(3)/2024

of trash. Nomore nice words,
just actions, my friend,” he
said, ending the video with
“dhanyawaad(thank vou)”.
Soon after the video went
viral, NMDC arranged for
thelifting of debris under the
supervision of senior offici-
als. The council, however, cla-
imed itwasnotaservicelane,
but a piece of ‘private land’
between the twoembassies.
“We welcome feedback
from any stakeholder. The so-
clal media message from Sva-
ne was promptly acted upon.
Immediate steps have been ta-
ken on the plot of land by lif-
ting the dumped material,”
NDMC said, adding it will con-
tinue toclean the area until its
ownership is fixed.
Addressing the media,
Svane said: “I am the Danish
ambassador to the great gre-
en and now clean New Delhi.
This isthe service lane, and a
few hours ago, I put out a vi-
deo to showease that it could
be a mess. But ittakes human
action, and the heroes from
NDMC listened tothe cry abo-
ut why we should not leave
such a beautiful lane full of
trash. They took action. That
is fantastic. Dhanvawaad!”
Responding to the video,
residents urged the authori-
tiestoaddress wastemanage-
ment issues effectively.
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Election Commission of India

to watch the film

> 'My Vote, My Duty.

Check your name in the Voters’ List

SMS <ECI> space <EPIC No.> to 1950
or visit elections24.eci.gov.in
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Al Exp cuts 40 flights daily till May 13, flyers

may have to shell out extra on other airlines
Starts Sacking Cabin Crew After 300 Report Sick, Forcing 90 Cancellations

Saurabh Sinha | Tan

New Delhi: Tata Group’s air-
line merger woes continue un-
abated. Budget Air India Ex-
press — which operates 350-400
flights daily, of which over 250
are domestic and 120 interna-
fional — is cutting about 40
flights daily till Mayv 13, for now.
In a replay of last month’s
trouble at full-service Vistara,
which is being merged with Air
India, more than 300 Al Express
cabincrew membersstartedre-
porting sick from Tuesday af-
ternoon, forcing cancellation
of more than 90 flights till
Wednesday evening. The air-
line on Wednesday started issu-
ing termination letters to the
crew who had reported sick.
With over 80% aircraft oc-

HELIETS

VISTARA RE-RUN IN Al EXPRESS: With over 80% aircraft occupancy,
about 13,000 passengers were affected by the cancellations. The airline is
offering a full refund or complimentary rescheduling

cupancy these davs, about
13,000 passengers were affected
by the cancellations,

The airline has asked pas-
sengers scheduled to fly
Wednesday “to check if their
flight 1s affected before head-
ing” to the airport. “The situa-
tion is dynamic as senior ca-

bin crew are reporting sick at
the last minute, just before
they are to operate flights.
While we are proactively can-
celling flights till next Mon-
day, the actual number may
differ depending on crew
turnout. We are minimising
international disruptions and

less than 20% of the cancella-
tions will be of our overseas
flights,” airline sources said.

“Guests may visit the
‘Flight Status’ section on our
websitefor real-time informa-
tion. If their flight is can-
celled, or delaved beyond 3
hours, they may opt for a full
refund or reschedule toa later
date without anv fees on Tia
on WhatsApp (+91 6360012345)
or on airindiaexpress.com,” a
spokesperson said.

Al Express cancellations in
peak summer are bound to af-
fect travellers as capacity is al-
ready constrained —over 75 In-
diGo planes are grounded due
tosnag-ridden Pratt & Whitney
engines, GoAir has shutdown,
struggling Spicedet 13 operat-
ing few flights, and deliveries

of new aircraft from Airbus
and crisis-ridden Boeing have
been slower than expected.

While Air India Express is
offering “a full refund or com-
plimentary rescheduling”, af-
fected passengers may need to
buy last-minute ticketsonother
airlines at sky-high spot fares,
especially over the weekend.

The aviation ministry has
asked the airline to submit a re-
port on the mass cancellation
and “resolve issues promptlv”.
Theairline has“beenadvised to
ensure facilities to passengers
asper DGCA norms”, said a se-
nior ministry official. The air-
line said its “teams are (tryving)
to minimise any inconvenience
caused to our guests”. However,
passengercomplaintsare pour-
ing in on social media.

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Purohit says framed by Karkare, PBS & then govt

Rebecca.Samervel
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: In his final state-
ment in the 2008 Malegaon
hlast trial in the special NIA
court, accused Lt Col Prasad
Purchit has said that all the
police officers who carried
out what he called the “fabri-
cated, orchestrated and con-
cocted” investigation on
the orders of Hemant Kar-
kare (then ATS chief), Param
Bir Singh (then jointcommis-

sioner of ATS), and Mohan
Kulkarni (then ACP-ATS and
investigating officer)
were part of a con- |
spiracy hatched by the
senior officers to suit
the political require-
ments of the govern-
ment of the dayv at the
Centreand the state.

A Congress-led govt wasin
office at the Centre and state
when Purohit was arrested in
2008. He said that in Aug 2008,
the president of a political

party spoke about the exist-
ence of Hindu terrorists and
the term ‘Hindu terror’
was coined. The coin-
age was immediately
followed by the blast on
Sept 29. The statement
sald these officers fab-
ricated and planted
evidence and were involved in
the extra-judicial killings of
wanted accused Ramchandra
Kalsangra and Sandeep
Dange and a witness.
Purchitsaidthat with wit-

nesses turning hostile and
bringingout thefactthat they
weretortured toextract state-
mentsasrequired by ATSand
or their political masters, it
was clear that the whole case
againsthimwasa“concocted
lie”. He said the officers had
compromised national secu-
rity, demoralised intelligence
officers and permanently
harmed Army's reputation.
Purchit said that during
his time as an intelligence of-
ficer, he initiated reports re-

garding “fugitive terror ac-
cused and ISI agent” Dawood
Ibrahim, proclaimed fugitive
Dr Ganapati of CPI (Maoist)
and now-proclaimed fugitive
Zakir Naik and illegal fund-
ing of hisorganisation.

He said he was treated
worse than a prisoner of war:
Karkare and Singh insisted
that he should own up to *his
role” and name functionaries
of RSS and VHE and Yogi Ad-
ityvanath, the then MP from
Gorakhpur, UF, Purohit said.

KERALA TO BENGAL IN 2.5 DAYS

To fulfil 70-year-old’s
last wish, ambulance
makes 2, SOOkm dash

CG.Sankar@timesgroup.com

Thiruvananthapuram:
Arun Kumar is no stranger
to navigating the streets of
Kerala's Kollam or racing
down the hichway to Thiru-
vananthapuram with sirens
blaring. Yet, when faced
with the prospect of a
2 400km journey from Kol-
lam to Raiganj in Bengal
and medical advice of mini-
mal stops for food and fuel,
hefelt doubt creep in for this
insurmountable challenge.

However, driven by the
last wish of a T0-vear-old
bedridden woman, ambu-
lance driver Arun knew he
had to rise to the occasion.
The initial plan to have a
sparedriver wasdropped as
the patient’s family, includ-
ing her daughter-in-law and
twochildren, insisted onac-
companying her In just
two-and-a-half days, Arun
reached Raiganj in Uttar Di-
najpurdistrict. “We started
on April 21 and reached
there on April 23. The pa-
tient was a little bit uncom-
fortable and I tried my best
to reach the destination
without seeing her condi-
tion worsen,” he said.

For 15 vears, ever since
she moved to Kollam with
her son Sowthish. 44, Bodhi-
ni Bhahan had never had the
urge to return to the hard-
scrabble life she had left be-

EDM PASSION ON W HEELS

hind. Sowthish worked at a
brick factory in Mynagap-
pally and the family was get-
ting by blissfully However,
earlier this year, Bodhini
suffered a stroke and be-
came bedridden. She wished
to return to her hometown
and reunite with her kin.

Sowthish couldn’t afford
the airfare, and a midsum-
mer train journey was not
feasible. “The only option
was an ambulance, but no
ambulance driver was will-
ing to take us to Bengal due
to the distance,” Sowthish
said. He contacted Emirates
Ambulance Service's owner
Kiran G Dileep. Due to his fi-
nancial constraint, Emir-
ates Ambulance Service re-
duced the fare to Rs 90,000
fromof Rs1.20lakh.

Kiran said, “It was on-
ly because Arun’s deter-
mination, this became
possible. It's not easy to
drive such long distance
alone,” he said.

MP election
lottery rings
didn’t have
real diamonds

Bhopal: All that sparkles, evi-
dently, isn't diamond. The ‘dia-
mond’ rings given away as lot-
tery prizes to four voters in
Bhopal on Tuesday turned out
to be ‘American diamonds’, re-
ports Ashutosh Shukla.

The controversy erupted
when some winners suspected
on Wednesday that they we-
ren't real diamonds. The rings
had come in small boxes la-
belled ‘Lucky Jewellers, Baira-
garh’. Soonenough, its proprie-
tor, Mahesh Dadlani, began
getting calls. He said he had
nothing to dowith the rings.

When TOI spoke with Da-
dlani, he said, “Those were not
my rings. The box was provided
to the district administration
by Vasudev Wadhwani, presi-
dent of Kapda Vvapari Sangh. |
have nothing to do with them.”

Wadhwani said, *It's Amer-
ican diamond. The district col-
lector had convened a meeting
of Bhopal Chambers of Com-
merce & Industries and asked
us to provide gift items... [t was
nevertobeadiamondring.”

District collector Kaush-
lendra Vikram Singh said,
“Thering was a gift to encour-
age people to come out and
vote. I can’t say whether the
diamond inthe ring is natural
or lab-made, but it has gold.”

The winners, however, are
not complaining. It's a gift.
They gave me whatever they
had, and I accept it with hu-
mility"” said Gavvoj Sahu, one
of the winners. “I have no
problem with thering,” added
Avan Khan, another winner.

TWO-WHEELER LOANS

351,487 Cr

AA+ Ruted

Our loans provide the Confidence to Make it Happen

% @ o =

USED CAR LOANS

HOME LOANS

PERSONAL LOANS

BUSINESS LOANS

LOAN AGAINST PROPERTY

HEero

FINCORP

SME & CORPORATE LOANS

'During the previous year, the company had allotted 3,63,63,636 Compulsorily Convertible Preference Shares (CCPS) (Comprising of 1.70,36,363 Class A CCPS and 1,93,27.273 Class B CCPS) of face Value of ¥550 each aggregating to ¥2,000 Crore, As

Per Section 43 of the Companies Act, 2013, the preference shares are classified as part of Share Capital. However, As per Ind AS 32 "Financial Instruments: Presentation” and terms and conditions of such preference shares, they are required to be

classified as a financial liability.

In accordance with Ind AS 32 "Financial Instruments: Presentation”, the company had classified these CCPS as a financial ligbility and presented it in accordance with Schedule Ill division Il of theCompanies Act, 2013 (disclosed under the head of

subordinated liabilities). These CCPS are subsequently measured at fair value through profit or loss as per IND-AS 109 requirements. If these CCPS were classified in-accordance with section 43 of the Companies Act, 2013 |.e., as equity, profit after

tax for the year ended March 31, 2024 would be higher by ¥348.69 Crore (¥985.74 Crore - $637.05 Crore), total equity would be higher by ¥2.611.24 Crore, and subordinated liabilities would be lower by ¥2,611.24 Crore as ot March 31, 2024.
Note: All numbers are consolidated as on March 31, 2024; “Banking. Financial Services, and Insurance; *Total of on-roll & off-roll employees

Hero FinCorp Limited | CIN: U74899DL1991PLCO46774 | Registered Office: 34, Community Centre, Basant Lok, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi, 10057 - INDIA | Tel: +9111 4948 7150 | www.HeroFinCorp.com
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SITUATION
VACANT

REGD Buzinesz Develop-

ment Manager for new

hiotel in Lansdowne -
tarakhand to be based in cor-
porate HG in Delhi graduate
with 5-10 years relevant exper-
jence good pay package send
cv o brigknandanidgmail.com
within 2 weeks

CHANGE OF NAME

I Aniket 8/0 Rakesh R/o 8-
B3/223 Indira Camp Begumpur
Malviva Nagar New Delhi
110017 Have Changed My name
from aniket to aniket singh
chautale for all purposes

I Vipin Bhardwaj s/o
Manmohan Kumar Bhardwaj,
r/o hno 280, sector 23,
faridabad, Haryvana 121005, has
chanzed my son’s name from
Kivansh Bhardwaj to Arihant
Bhardwaj for all purposes,

I Surbhi Sudhir DO
Sudhir Babu W/0 Apury
Gaurav R0 Sector 168,
Molda hawvae
changed/corrected my
name from Kulooth Valap
Surbhi Sudhir to Surbhi
Sudhir for all futare
purposes

| PUBLIC NOTICE |

Consequent upon the Draw
of Lots held in the presence
of the Observer, appointed by
the Registrar, Cooperative
Societias, New Dalhi, on
07.05.2024 for grant of
membership of NPSC
Cooperative Group Housing
Society Ltd., the following two
Applicants have been declared
successful in the draw of lots
and iheir names are baing
proposed for grant of
membership of the NPSC
Cooperative Group Housing
Society Ltd.:
{(a) Dr. Gaurav Malhotra Sfo
Late Mr. Laxmi Marain
Malhotra & Mrs. Nidhi Kapur
Malhotra wio Dr. Gaurav
Malhotra (joint membership),
Resident of A-2105 (First
Floor), Janakpuri, New Delhi
1100058,
(b) Mr. Pulkit Gupta Sfo Mr.
Vinod Kumar Gupta, Resident
of C-101, Manglik Apariment,
Plat No 25 Sector 6, Dwarka,
Maw Dalhi-110075.
Objections, if any, are invited
from the general public for
ciearance of membership for
allotment of Flats in the NPSC
Cooperative Group Housing
Society Ltd, Plot 5, Sector 2,
Dwarka, New Delhi 110075, in
respect of above mentioned
proposed Members. The
objections, if any, may be
communicated at
npsc.cghsipgmail.com or
through registered post on the
address mentioned above by
16 May 2024,

Honorary Secretary

NPSC CGHS Lid

TENDERS |

I, Rabani Kapoor W/o Mr

Anmol Arora RAo Apartment
o AlLR, The Camellias, DLF
Phase-5, Golf Course Road,
Sector-42, Gurugram -122008,
Harvana India have changed
my name to Mrs. Babanl Ka-
poor Arora vide affidawit
dated 17-01-2024 sworn before
Ram Miwas Malik, Advocate,
Motary, Gurugram, India.

I, Saraswatl Dhauni W/o
Kundan Singh Dhauni BE/o D-
2/80, Jeewan Park. Uttam
Magar, New Delhi 110059, have
changed my name from Saroj
b0 Saraswati Dhauni affidavit
did 08-May-23 sworn belore
Motary M.E. Verma, Delhi.

I Anum Ali D/O of Late Zain(n
Abedeen R/0 343/90A Ghaffar
Manzil Ex, Jamia Nagar Okhla,
Mew Delhi 110025 has changed
my name from Nahid Sultana
Jilani to Anum All for all
future purposes

I Vikas Kumar S/o0 Late Sh.
Babu Lal R/o 384, 3rd Floor,
Block Al1. Birla Farm,

Chhatarpur Ext. Delhi-74 have
changed my name from VIKAS
o VIEAS KUMAR for all future
PUrposes,

FINANCE

IMMEDIATE LOAN
UNIQUE FINANCE SOLUTION
MORTGATE | STARTUP
UNSECURED, LEADING
SECURED LEADING TO
LAP TRANSFER, NPA, NCLT,
ALL TYPE OF INDUSTRIES.
&

FOREIGN PROJECTS

117, AA Block Shanti Colony,
Annanagar, Chennai-600040

tender &
1011CE

COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE
MATIONAL CONSUMER
DISPUTES REDRESSAL

COMMISSION
Under the Consurmer Pratection
Acl, 2019
Upbhokta Nyay Bhawan 'F' Block,
General Poof Office Complex, INA,
New Dethi- 110023
Telephone No. :011-24608801-04
Fax No.: 011-24651505
Email: ncdrcfatinic{dot)in
Website: www.nede.nic.in
Revision Petition No. 349/2021
(Againsl the order dated 24 Feb
2021 inAppeal Number 108/2020 of
the State Commission, Uttar Pradesh)

JITENDRA SINGH
...retiioner/Appeallant
Versus

DAL CHANDRA (EX-SUBEDAR)

& 30RS.

. ...Opposite Party/Respondent|s)

a
1. Ex-Subedar Mahender Singh,
Cla. Sainik Welfare Organization
India, 408, Block C, Virawas,
Sector-184. New Dedhi- 110078
(R-2}
Z. Lt Col. (Retd) Rakesh Rana,
Chairman, Sainik Welfare
Qrganization, 409, Block-C,
\irawas, Sector-184, New Delhi-
110078, (R-3)
3. Mathura Vrindavan Development
Authority, Civil Lines, Mathura, Uttar
Pradesh, (R4}
NOTICE
WHEREAS JITENDRASINGH., vs.
DAL CHANDRA (EX-SUBEDAR) &
JORS., has filed a Revision Petibion
No. 349 of 2021 against the order
dated 24.02.2021 in First Appeal
Mo. 105 of 2020 of the State
Commission, Uttar Pradesh, The
abovementioned Revision Petition
is pending before the National
Commission, New Delhi whersin
you have been arrayed as
Respondent.
WHEREAS this Commission has
ordered vide order dated
04.03.2024 to effect service upaon
you by this Publication relurnable
on 04.07.2024.

NOW, THEREFORE, TAKE
NOTICE that you are hereby
directed to appear before this
Commission in person or throwgh
your counselfautharised
represenfative on 04.07.2024 at
10.30 a.m., faifing which the Petition
will be disposed of ex-parte an
merits
Dated this the 15th April, 2024,
SECTION OFFICER

OSBI

STATE BANK OF INDIA

Rﬂgmnat Manager, Reglon-4
4" Floor, Administrative
Oifice Building, 11 Parliament
atreet, New Delhi-110001
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 1HIT}
PREMISES REQUIRED ON LEASE

SBl Invites offers from
Owners/ Power of Attomey
holders for premises on lease
rental basis for Commercial/
Office use.

Name of Branch
SME, Lahori Gate,
Maya Bazar, Delhi

(Branch Code 40321)

Hiring of premises for Shifting
of Branch at SME, Lahon
Gate, Naya Bazar, Delhi,
Branch Code 40321, Builll up
area approx, 2500-3500 sq 1,
Ere!erahiy on Ground Floor/
ral Floorwith Lift Facility.

Complete details of the Tender
Documents will be available
on www.shi.co.in under
"Procurement MEWS" fab
from 06.05.2024 to
15.05.2024 till 03:00 pm

Prospective Bidders are
requested to browse through
captioned website regularly as
any further amendments/
clarifications! extensions etc. if
any, will be published.

No brokers please.
Autharised Signatory

OSBI

STATE BANK OF INDIA

Rr:gli{rnaF Manager, Region-4
4" Floor, Administrative
Office Building, 11 Parliament
Street, Mew Delhi-110001
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

PREMISES REQUIRED ON LEASE

SBl Invites offers from
Owners! Power of Attomey
holders for premisas on lease
rental basis for Commercial/
Office use.

Mame of Branch
Vijay Nagar, Delhi
(Branch Code 01714)
Hiring of premises for Shifting
of Branch at‘ﬂj%r Magar, near
Hudsen Lane, Delhi, Branch
Code 01714, Buill up area
approx. 2000-2500 sg ft
preferably on Ground Floor/

First Floorwith Lift Facility.
Complete details of the Tender
Documents will be available
on www.sbi.co.in under
"Procurement NEWS" tab
from 06.05.2024 to
15.05.2024 till 03:00 pm
Prospective Bidders are
requested to browse through
captioned website regularly as
any further amendments/
clarifications/ extensions etc. if
any, will be published.
Mo brokers please.
Authorised Eignamnr

M/S HS FITNESS PRIVATE LIMITED.

Khazral Plot Mo, 167 Bhakri lndustrial

dichal Pali Road, Mear Dev Ohsram
Gocior 44, Faridabad: 121004

BIDDING NO. 2024-25/01/STOCK |

The Competent Authority invites
E-bids for disposal of Fire Affected
M3 scrap matenal salvape which had|
een damaged due 1o fire 18 (firel]
aftected on 'As is where basis'is. |
The interested hidders are advised to|
visit the www. justauction.in, The
tetails of the E-bidding including list)
of items. approximate gquantity
available for disposal and its pictures)
are displayed on website.

Contact Person: Mr. Robin Vijan
of M(s HS Fitness Private Limited
Contact No.: 9915700175,
Contact No.: 7011483331 Jyoti
{Surveyar offical.

Inspection of fire affected scrap
material Can be done from
10.05.2024 to 20.05.2024
between 10.00 AM TO 05.00 PM.
E-hidding will be cenducted on
20.056.2024 at 03.00 P.M to
04.00 P.M. hours.

To place your bid -
https:/ishorturl.at/djgWE

Mo manual offers will be accepted
afjainst E-bidding.

Director

Mis HS Fit

Private Limitad

To place an ad in

TIMES Infer:la»

B T (e L S AL W

Call Sunil :
9999499496

for Property ads

To book your ad
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KARMA

LAKELANDS

COLF RESORT & BRESIDENCES

TENDER NOTICE

Karma Lakelands Golf & Resort Pyt Ltd invites sealed tenders from the
reputed suppliers, manufactures & wholesalers for the supply of the
following items an an annual contract basic for the financial year 2024-
2025.

Indian/imported fruits & vegetables, Dairy producis, Cheese, lce-
cream, Mutton, Chicken, Fish & Sea Food, Cold Culs, Eggs. frozen
products as French Fries, Potalo Wedges, Peas, Sweet Corn,
Imported/Indian Grocery, Rice, Refined 0il, Juices, Tea, Tin Product,
Bakery products efc.

Paper, packaging products, Solid Fuel, Charcoal, Flowers, House
Keeping Items, Printing Stalionary, Cartridges, Engineering items
Electrical, Plumbing, Painl & Hardware, Goll items, Irrigation ilems,
HTP Plant Chemicals, Plants and Gardening items, Diesel & Petrol,
Security Services etc.

Rs. 1000/- (Non Refundable) for each category

Tender form will be issued from 09.05.2024 1l 17.05.2024

Last date for submission of sealed tender is 20.05.2024(5:00PM)

Only Vendor with valid FSSANGST/MSME registration need o apply.
The Management has the right to select or reject any tender form
witfrout giving any reason.

Please Contact Purchase/Hnance office of the Following Resorl for
tendar forms.

Karma Lakelands Golf & Resorl Pvi Lid. Sector-80, Naurangpur,
Manesar, Gurugram-122051 Haryana Mob: - 99534977438

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that our client intends to enterinto
a transaction in respect of lands admeasuring 23 Kanal 18
Marla i.e. approx. 2.9875 Acres situated at Village: Begampur
Khatola, Tehsil Kadipur, and District: Gurugram, Haryana and

Jharsa, Tehsil Badshahpur, and District: Gurugram, Haryana
(hereinafter referred to as the “Said Land™) from its current | |1
owners and under our client's instructions, we are investigating
the rights, titie and interests over the Said Land. The description
and current ownership of Said Land is detailed in Schedule-A.

Any entity / person having or claiming any right, fitle, claim,
benefit, demand, possession or interest of any nature in and
over with respect to the Said Land or having any objection to the
intended transaction or if any entity / person has any knowledge
of or is parly to any sale, agreement, exchange, assignment,

gift,

18 Kanal 16 Marla i.e. 2.35Acres situated at Village: Fazilpur Ns;j

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

license, tenancy,

SCHEDULE

LAND
DESCRIPTION

7(8-0), 8/1(4-0), 8/2(4-0),

0), 17/1(5-4), 17/2(2-16), 1
231(1-8), 23/2(6-12), 2411

Rectangle No. 37 Killa No.
12), Rectangle No. 38 Killa Nos.

12/2(3-0), 13(8-0), 14(8-0),
24/2(5-4), 25M(6-0) situated at

Village Jharsa, Tehsil Wazirabad,
District Gurugram, Haryana

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that our client intends fo enter
into a transaction in respect of lands admeasunng 106 Kanal
4 Marla i.e. 13.275 Acres siluated at Village Jharsa, Tehsil
Wazirabad, District Gurugram, Haryana (hereinafter refemed
to as the "Said Land") with its current owners, and under our
client's instructions we are investigating the rights, title and
interests over the Said Land. The description and current
ownership of Said Land is detailed in Schedule.

Any entity (including any bank or financial institution ) / person
having or claiming any right, title, claim, benefit, demand,
possession or interest of any nature in and over with respect
to the Said Land or having any objection to the intended
transaction or if any entity / person has any knowledge of or is
party to any sale, agreement, exchange, assignment, charge,
inheritance,
hypothecation, encumbrance, pending litigation, possession,
contract/agreement, development rights, partnership, family
arrangement’ settlement, decree or order of any Court,
acquisition by Govemment or any other enfity, prohibition or
any other impediment with respect to the Said Land, then
such entity / person should inform us in writing with
documentary proof on the address mentioned below within a
period of 10 (Ten) days from the date of publication of this
notice, failing which it shall be deemed and presumed that no
adverse nght, title, interest, share, claim or demand of any
nature whatsoever exists in or upon or in respect of the Said
Land.

lien, mortgage,

‘ LAND OWNERS
20(7- | Barmalt (India)
Private Limited
5(8-0),
16(8-
8(8-0),
(2-16),

charge, gift, license, tenancy, inheritance, lien, mortgage, | |2
hypothecation, encumbrance, pending litigation, possession,
contract/agreement, development rights, partnership, family
arrangement/ setlement, decree or order of any Court,
acquisition by Government or any other entity, prohibition or

Rectang

Gurugram, Haryana

le No. 37 Killa No.
12), Rectangle No. 38 Killa Nos,
25/2(2-0) situated at Village
Jharsa, Tehsil Wazirabad, District

21(7- | Adesh daughter of
Puran Chand (1/2
share) and Asha
daughter of Puran

Chand (1/2 share)

any other impediment with respect to the Said Land, then such
entity { person should inform us in writing with documentary
proof on the address mentioned below within a period of 15
(Fifteen) days from the date of publication of this notice, failing
which it shall be deemed and presumed that no adverse right,
titte, interest, share, claim or demand of any nature whatsoever

Sachit Mathur & Ajay Bhadu

E-mail: sachit@emeraldlaw.in, ajay@emeraldlaw.in
G-2, Ground Floor, Anand Niketan, New Delhi- 110021

Advocates
Emerald Law Offices

exists in orupon orin respect of the Said Land.
SCHEDULE - A

LAND
. DESCRIPTION LAND OWNERS

e il T

TI\IES H’I El" l-

Crrmmmay Frapis, [ ew g Heeks.

Rectangle No. 51 Killa No. 6/1(6
7), 62{1-13), 81/2(0-15), 15.!'1{4
18), 15/2(2-2), Rectangle No. 52
Killa No. 10(0-4) situated at
Village: Begampur Khatola,
Tehsil Kadipur, and District:
Gurugram, Haryana

2 |Rectangle No. 51 Killa Na. 7/2(7-
19) situated at Village: Begampur
Khatola, Tehsil Kadipur, and
District: Gurugram, Haryana

3 |Rectangle No. 41 Killa No. 11(8-
16), 20{8-0) Rectangle No. 42
Killa MNos. 16{2-0) situated at
Village Fazilpur Jharsa, Tehsil
Badshahpur, and District:
Gurugram, Haryana.

Randhir Chadha

Randhir Chadha
{1/3 share), Gourav
Chadha, Shruti
Chopra (2/3 share)

Randhir Chadha
(2/3 share), Gourav
Chadha, Shruti
Chopra (1/3 share)

Sachit Mathur & Ajay Bhadu
Advocates
Emerald Law Offices

E-mail: sachit@emeraldiaw.in, ajay@emeraldlaw.in
G-2, Ground Floor, Anand Niketan, New Delhi- 110021

TIMES inter Jap»

Secured Loan
Unsecured Loan .
Business Loan

SME/Corporate
Project Loan

THILLS GLOBAL SOLUTIONS INC (Laxmi Fincorp)

BUSINESS LOANS

2 CRORE
& ABOVE

NPA Release

7448972296
7448972209

Thillsglobal01@gmail.com | www.laxmifincorp.in

Mother’s Day
W . Special u

' Book your message in just
Rs. 799 /5 Lines in
‘ The Times of India..

=3
KNK Acting Inst.

Proudly announces
Rolling batches that
run throughout the
year. Join anytime.

Google us ﬂ

For details please contact:

9312633518 9560002888

Readars are recommended to make appropriate
enguires and seek appropriale advice before

www. knkactinginstitute.com

Find out about our
unbeatable track
record before joining

9820224455/
9820036584/
022 26361626

sending monay, iINCurfing any expenses, acting on
medical recommendations or entenng info any

RATE OF INTEREST

STARTED 5.5%
Per Annum

CIBIL

NOT
REQUIRED

TIMES mter »

To advertise in
Classifieds,
please Call

Pankaj :
8130604727

For Change

of name, Lost &

Found ads

commitmeni in relalion o any adverlisemeni
publishied in this publication, The Times OFf India
Group doasnt vouch for any claims made by the
Advertisers of products and services. The Printer,
Publisher, Editar, and Ownars of The Times Of India
Group publications shall not be held Hable for any
consaquancas, in the evenl such claims are nol
honoured by the Advertisers,

TIMES Inter:la»

Connecting Peaople. Connecting Mesds.

TENDER /
PUBLIC NOTIGE:

9312633518

PROPERTY:
9999499496

MATRIMONIAL:
9310298131

9312633518

CHANGE OF
LOST & FOU

NAME /
ND:

8130604727

RECRUITMENT &

SHOPPING:

EDUCATION:
9811790649

9312633518

SERVICES /

VEHIGLES & TRAVEL:

999949949
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BJP may not let up on new

Ambani-Adani line of attack

p Continued fromP1

F | The PM said, “Mein aaj Te-
langana ki dharti se
A poochna chahta hoon...
shehzade ghoshit kare ki chu-
naav mein yeh Ambani-Adani
se kitna maal uthava hai.
Kaale dhan ke Kitne bore bhar
kar ke rupye maare hain? Kya
tempo bhar kar ke notein Con-
gress ke livepahunchihaikya?
Kyasauda hua hai? (I ask from
the soil of Telangana, let the
shehzada declare how much
money he has taken from Am-
bani-Adani these elections...
how many sacks of black mon-
ev? Have temposfull of curren-
cy notes reached Congress?
What deal has been struck?)”
While Congress rejected
the charge by saving Rahul has
consistently attacked Ambani
and Adani, there were indica-
tions that BJP may not close
the fresh front it has opened.
Sources in BJP said unlike in
the past, the campaign has
seen Adani-Ambani ceasing to
be Congress’s main line of at-
tack. “In any case, isn't Amba-
ninow missing from their con-
cocted narrative of crony capi-
talism?" a source asked.
Modi's speech focused on al-
leged corruption in Telangana
under the Revanth Reddy-led
Congress govt with the PM sug-
gesting that one part of the
bribes earned by one "R in
Hyderabad was getting trans-
terred to another "R” 1n New
Delhi. Mentioning the Telugu
blockbuster ‘RRR’, Modi said
there was a discussion on an
“RRTax"” in Telangana. “Evena
child in Telangana knows about
the double R tax... You all know
about the RRR film but I was
told that the RR have left behind
the RRR film in collections. As

Pot calling

kettle black: FM

b}
on Rahul’s PSU
policy criticism
New Delhi: Finance minister
Nirmala  Sitharaman on
Wednesday hit out at Rahul
Gandhi's criticism of Modi
covi's policy on public sector
companies and argued that
state-run companies  and
banks had been severely ne-
glected during the UPA regime.

Dismissing Rahul'scharge
inasocial media post, Sithara-
man said the claims were a
textbook example of the pot
calling the kettle black. She
said that public sector under-
takings (PSUs) are thriving,
benefiting significantly from
the culture of professional-
ism infused in them along
with increased operational
freedom. State-run banks too
had seen an improvement dur-
ing Modi govt's tenure.

PSUs that were previously
neglected under the UPA govt,
such as Hindustan Aeronaut-
ics Lid, have seen aresurgence,
she said. “Repeated claims
from the @INCIndia ecosys-
tem and @RahulGandhi in
particular that Public Sector
Undertakings are being dis-
mantled & are in disarray un-
der the current govt are a text-
book example of "ulta chor kot-
wal ko daante’ (pot calling the
kettle black), as the facts reveal
avery different picture,” Sitha-
raman posted on X,

She said govt's focus on
capital expenditure has led to
substantial growth in the
stock performance of PSUs,
as the net worth of all central
public sector enterprises in-
creased 82% between March
2004 and F'Y23. tun

PM Modi at Sri Raja Rajeshwara
Swamy temple in Telangana’s
Vemulawada on Wednesday

vou know, RRR earned more
than Rs 1,000 crore but Twas told
that this much was collected by
RR just in a few days, such a loot
they have organised,” he said.

Although the PM did not
take any names, his mention of
“RR" was seen as areference to
Rahul and Revanth Reddy He
said wherever Congress formed
govt, its “ATM of money collec-
tion” started as he also men-
tioned unaccounted cash col-
lected from the staff of a Jhark-
hand minister, Modi said Con-
oress’s fuse was blown after the
third phase of polling and that
the INDIA bloc would need a mi-
croscope to find its winning
seats after the fourth phase.

“Wherever there is Con-
gress, there will be plenty of
lies and fraud,” Modi said. “It
is an anti-SC/ST/0BC party
One of the prominent faces of
Congress alliance has stated
that all reservations must be
eiven to Muslims. This despite
Ambedkar making it clear that
no religious reservations can
be given. They have no respect
for the Constitution. These
people do not want SC, 8T and
OBC to come up and take away
their seats,” he added.

PM giving a lot of
clarifications these
days: Priyanka

» Continued fromP1

Cﬂﬂg ress general secretary
in-charge of communications
Jairam Ramesh said that
Congress had repeatedly
demanded the formation ofa
joint parliamentary committee to
investigate the “Modani scam™
since Jan last year. “Modiji, are
you scared? Normally, you
speak of Adani-Ambaniin closed
rooms. For the firsttime, you
have takentheir namesin
public. You even know that they
send money intempos, is that
your personal experience? Send
CBI-ED to them, getan inquiry
done as soon as possible,” Rahul
said inthe message hours after
Modi made the surprise attack.

Rushing to her brother's
defence, Privanka Gandhi said,
“The PMmight be saying that
Rahul does not take the name of
Adaniand Ambani, but the factis
that he (Rahul) does so every day.
On the contrary, | feel the PMis
giving a lot of clarifications these
days. After all, he has given the
nation's wealth to billionaires.
Airports, ports, roads or mines,
youname it, and it is gone."

Congress general secretary
(organisation) K C Venugopal
called the PM's statement
“laughable” and one that further
“confirms his desperation after
the drubbingin phase three”. He
shared a video clip from Rahul’s
speechon Tuesday in which the
latter says, "You have to decide
whether you wanttomake a
govt of Modi and Adaniora govt
of farmers, poor, tribals, Dalits
and marginalised.”

M0d1 Ambam Adam

shapmg India into eco
superpower: Report

New Delhi: India is poised to
become a 21st-century econom-
1c powerhouse, offering an al-
ternative to China for inves-
tors looking for growth and for
reducing supply chain risks
with PM Narendra Modi and
industrialists Mukesh Amba-
niand Gautam Adaniplavinga
fundamental role in shaping
the economic superpower the
country will become in the
coming decades, says a CNN
report. To spur growth, Modi
govt has begun a massive in-
frastructure transformation.
It is also heavily promoting
digital connectivity.

“Both Adani and Ambani
have become key allies as the
country embarks on this revo-
lution,” it said. Reliance In-
dustries and the Adani Group,
the two conglomerates having
valuations worth over $200 bil-
lion each, have established
businesses in sectors ranging
from fossil fuels and clean en-
ergy tomedia and technology

“Investors have been
cheering the duo’s ability to
adroitly bet on sectors priori-
tised for development by Mo-
di,” the report said, adding,
“As a result, these three
men — Modi, Ambani and
Adani — are playing a funda-
mental role inshaping the eco-
nomic superpower India will
become in the coming dec-
ades.” It also pointed out that
the kind of power and in-
fluence being enjoyed by the
two tycoons has been seen be-
fore in other countries “expe-
riencing periods of rapid in-
dustrialisation”,

[t said both Ambani and
Adani are often compared by
journalists to John D Rocke-
feller, who became America’s
first billionaire during the
Gilded Age, a 30-year period in
the last decades of the 19th
century.

“India is in the middle of
something that America and
lots of other countries have al-
ready gone through, Britain in
the 1820s, South Korea in the
19605 and 70s, and vou could ar-
gue China in the 2000s,” said
James Crabtree, the author of
The Billionaire Raj, a book
about India’s wealthy It is “nor-
mal” for developing nations to
gothrough such a period of rap-
id growth, which sees “income
accumulation at the very top,
rising inequality and lots of
crony capitalism,” he added.

Guido Cozzi, professor of
macroeconomics at the Uni-
versityof StGallen inSwitzer-
land, said the these “conglom-
erates are very, very impor-
tant and very well connected,”
noting that both the Adani
Group and Reliance Industri-
es were founded vears before
Modi came to power.

“They are not typical stag-
nant monopolistic conglomer-
ates. They are pretty dynam-
ie,” Cozzi said. Not only are
they playing “an important
role” in building infrastruc-
ture, which helps “growth di-
rectly,” but the two business
groups are also helping the
country expand “indirectly”
by boosting connectivity
through digital innovation, he
explained. ani

Not even your grandmother
can repeal CAA: Shah to Rahul

b Continued fromP 1

ocking Rahul Gandhi
\/I for saving his party
) aimed to eradicate pov-
erty “ek jhatke mein” (at one
go), Amit Shah said, “You
should look at vour track re-
cord. Your dadi (Indira Gand-
hi) imposed Emergency at one
0. Your father introduced tri-
ple talaq at one go, and now
vour party has stolen OBC res-
ervations atone go.”

He also slammed Congress
for declaring it would repeal
CAA after winning the Lok
Sabha elections. “Rahul baba,
aapki dadi bhi upar se aa
javein to bhi CAA ko nahi hata
pavengi (Rahul, even if yvour
grandmother were to return
from heaven, CAA can’t be re-
pealed),” he said, iferating
BJP’s vow to accord respect to
every Hindu, Sikh and Budd-
hist coming to India from Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh by giv-
ing them citizenship.

Referring to SP general sec-
retary Ram Gopal Yadav's re-

Union home minister Shah at a rally
in Lakhimpur, UP, on Wednesday

marks on the Ram temple in
Avodhva, Shah said that if the
opposition had its way, they
would puta “Babrilock” onthe
shrine. He said that when SP
was in office, uninterrupted
powersupply wasensured dur-
ing Ramzan, but not on Diwali
and Holi. Shah declared BJP
had already crossed 190 seats
after the third phase of polling
and was on course to achieve
the goal of 400-plus, ensuring
Narendra Modi becomes PM
fora third consecutive term.
He sald neither Congress

Amit Shah said
neither Congress nor
SP could secure India
like Modi did. ‘This is
not a shop selling
herbal powders, this
is a country that
needs strong
leadership. And there
is only one, Narendra
Modi,’ he said

nor SP could secure the coun-
trv like PM Modi did, cracking
downonterrorisminthelasti0
years. “Yeh chooran ki dukan
nahi hai, veh desh hai, desh.
Iske live mazboot netritva cha-
hive. Aur wo ek hi hai, Naren-
dra Modi (This is not a shop
selling herbal powders, this is
a country that needs strong
leadership. And there is only
one, Narendra Modi),” he said.
Shah, who campaigned for
BJP nominee Ajay Mishra Te-
niin Kheri, also addressed ral-
lies in Kannaujand Hardoi.
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Size of migration corridors hints

at top sources of remittances

UAE Has 3.5m Indians, US 2.7m And Saudi Arabia 2.5m: IOM Report

b Continued fromP 1

MONEY FLOW

he figure of $831 billion

‘ for international remit-
A tances globally is an in-
crease from 2791 billion in

2021 and significantly more

than $717 billion in 2020. Switzerland [N 31.9
China’s inward remit- Germany [N 25.6
tances in 2022 were $51 bil- china I 18.3

lion. The contraction and its

Top five countries sending remittances

United States P35l | 79.2
Saudi Arabia I 39.4

Nota; The United Arab
Emirates is nof included for
2022 a5 the remittances data
have not been updated

Source; World Migration report, World Bank

slipping to third spot has

been attributed to multiple
factors, including demo-
graphic shifts that have re-
sulted in shrinking of the
working age population and
the country’s zero-Covid poli-
cy, which prevented people
from travelling abroad for
work. During 2022, India's
other neighbouring coun-
tries Pakistan (rank 6) saw an
inflow of nearly $30 billion
and Bangladesh (rank 8) re-
ceived $21 billion.

Migration corridors: In
1970, there were just 84 mil-
lion international migrants,

which translated to 2.3% of
the world’s population. By
mid-2020 (per latest available
data), nearly 280 million peo-
ple lived in a country other
than their country of birth,
constituting 3.6% of the
world’s population.
Thesizeof amigrationcor-
ridor from ‘country A’ to‘coun-
try B’ is measured as number
of people born in ‘country A
who were residing in ‘country
B’ at the time of the estimate.
The Mexico-to-US corridor is
the largest in the world at near-
Iy 11 million people. This is fol-

lowed by the Syrian Arab Re-
public to Turkive and Russian
to Ukraine corridors, attribut-
ed largely to displacement of
people owing to civil unrest
and invasions.

TheIndia-UAE corridoris
the fourth largest. An inter-
active map released by 10M
shows there were 3.5 million
Indians in UAE, followed by
2.7 million in US (which was
the sixth largest internation-
almigrationcorridor)and2.5
million in Saudi Arabia (in
ninth position).

The report does not sepa-

rately reflect the top source
countries of inward remit-
tances to India, but understan-
dably it would be from the top
diaspora-centric countries. US
and Saudi Arabia were the top
two in the list of those sending
remittances overseas, with
outflows of $79 billion and 339
billion, respectively, in 2022.

Net migration is the differ-
ence between inflow of mi-
grants into a country and
those who migrate from it
overseas. For 10 countries in-
cluding India, estimated net
outflow of migrants exceeded
one million over the period
from 2010 through 2021, India’s
net migration flow was (-)3.5
million during this period. In-
terestingly, India, which in
mid-2020 had the largest dias-
pora of nearly 18 million (1.3 %
of the global population)ocecu-
pied the 13th rank as a destina-
tion country, hosting 4.5 mil-
liom migrants (0.53% of the
global population).

Chautala: Saini should
prove majority or quit

pContinued fromP1

- yvant Chautala said CM

sSaini should either prove

hismajority inthe assembly or
immediately resign.

The three Independents
who withdrew support to the
govt — Sombir Sangwan (Da-
dri), Randhir Singh Gollen
(Pundri) and Dharampal Gon-
der (Nilokheri) — said at a
presser on Tuesday that they
would back Congress, which
has 30 MLAs in the House.

Dushyant said JJP MLAs
violating the party’s whip risk
facing the same treatment
some rebel Congress legisla-
tors in Himachal Pradesh
some time ago for turning
against their party in the Ra-
jva Sabha election.

He said JJP had already is-
sued notices to three MLASs for
sharing the stage with rival
parties. One of them could be
JJP's Narwana MLA Ramni-
was Surjakhera, who backed
BJP’s Sirsa candidate Ashok
Tanwar at the saffron party’s
rally in his constituency on
Wednesday Chief minister

l ‘ormer deputy CM Dush-

Khattar said many MLAs were in
touch with BJP and there was no
threat to the govt

Sainiled the campaign.

The JJP MLA previously
attended a rally by former CM
Khattar, who is BJP's nominee

forthe Karnal seat.

Khattar downplaved the
support by
three Independent MLAS, say-
ing at roadshows in Nilokheri
and Indrithat such things were

withdrawal of

par for the course in politics.

*It'selection time, someone
will join the party while some-

one will quit. It doesn’'t matter.

Many MLAs are in contact
with us. Hence, there's nothing

tostressabout,” he said.

Man displaced due to strife shot
at near relief camp in Manipur

 Islam doesn’t allow live-in for a
married Muslim: Allahabad HC

Lucknow: Allahabad HC's
Lucknow bench has held
that a follower of Islam can-
not be in a live-in relation-
ship, particularly if his
spouse is alive. “Islamic ten-
ets do not permit live-in-rela-
tionship during a subsisting
marriage. The position may
be different if the two perso-
ns are unmarried and the pa-
rties, being adults, choose to
lead their lives in a way of th-
eir own,” said the bench, re-
ports Ravi Singh Sisodiva.

With this observation,
the bench of Justice AR Ma-
soodi and Justice AK Srivas-
tavarefused to provide police
protection to the petitioners,
both from UP's Bahraich dis-

from different faiths.

The petitioners claimed
they were in a live-in rela-
tionship but the woman's
parents lodgsed an FIR
against Khan for Kidnap-
ping and inducing their
daughter to marry him. The
petitioners sought police
protection saying they are
adults and, as per a Supreme
Courtorder, they werefreeto
stay in a live-in relationship.

On enquiry, the bench
found that Khan was already
married (in 2020) and even
had a daughter. Considering
this fact, the court declined
to provide him police protec-
tionon the groundsof the SC
verdict, which permits live-

Ex-Ulfa militant held for
‘gunrunning’ in Assam

team of police and Army arrested a

former Ulfa militant after recovering
from him a US-made pistol and 12 bullets,
reportedly meant for sale, in Assam's
Tinsukia on Wednesday, raising suspicion of
alarge gunrunning racketin the region,
reports Rajib Dutta.

MTECH PROGRAM IN

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Applications are invited for M.Tech Program in Renewable Energy, jointly offered by
DR. B R AMBEDKAR NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, JALANDHAR, and
SARDAR SWARAN SINGH NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF BIOENERGY, KAPURTHALA

{An Autonomous Institute under Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Gol)

Limited MNRE fellowships available for GATE qualified candidates.

Non-GATE candidates encouraged to apply under Self-Sponsored Program.

For details, visit ; hitps://departments.nitj.ac.in/dept/cee/Home

\

EAT, SLEEP,
REPEAT!

enJoy ()

ICE CREAM
WITHOUT
THE CALORIES

Imphal: A 28-year-old person
displaced by the ongoing eth-
nic conflict was shot at by two
unidentified miscreants near
his relief camp at the Thanga
area in Manipur's Bishnupur
district on Wednesday morn-

rojkumar Sharma.

city. He is said to be critical.

ing, police said, reports K Sa-

Sawaijam Dhanabir, who
received four bullets in the at-
tack, is undergoing treatment
in a private hospital in Imphal
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133, Jam Magar House, Shahiahpn Bogd, Naw
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PREES NOTICE
Regarding Change of two Polling $tation Locations & one Creation of Auxiliary Polling
Station for General Election fo Lok Sabha-2024 at NDPC-04,

This is for mformation of political parties and General Publss. Tha following 02 Polling
Station Locabions have been changed and approved by ECI and there will be 01 creabion of
Auxisary Polling Station approved by ECI, in view of large number of voters in this polling
stahan

A List of Change of Polling Sttion Location
5 [ Distriet AT Mo, Polling Exislimg Mew  Polling  Siaiions
Ma Namg & Mame Sitailon Mos. | Polling inenibon
simtiom
I Il limn I
il Mew  Delhi | AC-24, oy & 1 Comimuiiity O Sarvidaya Bal
Dhisirici Patel Magar Cenire, 'West | Vidvalaya, ‘West  Patel
Patel Nagar | Nagar, New Delhi-1 10008
02 Mew  Delhi | ACA0, 6 Govt.  Boys | Gowt By s Senior
[¥intrict Mew [aelhi Senior Secomndary Schoal Mo-04d,
Secomiary Sarnjini Magar
Sehoal Mo 03,
RBPT dnd
I | Magar s
| B. Crestlon of Awsiliary Polling Station s
5 | Name of the | Polling Tatal Progaoscd Mame af the | 5L No of
Mo AT Station Nos, | Eleciors  in | Ausilinry P5 | polling the electors
& Diigprici the 'S Mo, wimtimn (21 be
location shiflled o
Auniliary
S
o, AC-A0 174 0] 1ZdA Al Adarsh | 1058
Mew Delhi & Vidyalaya, onwards
New Dellu Kidwai
[issrict Magor, Eosl,
M Dhellui

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0047/24-25 Sdi-

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

MSME - TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

Process & Product Development Centre, Agra

Returning Officer, NDPC-04
Government of India Society (EFC New Delhi

OFFLINE TRAINING ON =

Export Import Management & Procedure

Dates: 18th - 19th May, 2024 (Weekend)

This course provides an in-depth understanding of the principles, practices, and
regulations governing international trade. Students will learn about export-
import procedures, documentation, logistics,

apdihehwatergihatusmess anveonmeant.

OFFLINE TRAINING ON
E-COMMERCE

13th - 14th May, 2024

Powered by
Indian School of
E-Commerce

Course Content :-
1. Introduction to Ecommerce Mechanism.

2. Setting up Seller Account (Amazon/Flipkart) - Technical Practical.
3. Optimizing Product Page (Amazon/Flipkart) - Technical Practical,
4, Practical Training on Live Accounts of Brand/Sellers

L ER RN L RORER TR L LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE

m Br. MSME DFQ, 2nd floor, MSME-TDC PPDC, EFC New Delhi, Opp.
Haldiram L Block, Outer Circle Connaught Place, New Delhi - 110001

For More Details, Course Gontent and Online Registration

Contact Number - 9810371728, 7983607199, 9677692445
E-mail- kathir.r@dcmsme.gov.in, msmeppdcdelhi@gmail.com

Certificate will be awarded.

trict. The petitioners are inrelationships.
aassdd Ll Ll Sttty
1killed in : Ninfatry of Micro, Smali & Medium Enterprive g3 :
road & Techmoiogy Development Centre ’ -
;Ieltilj E Online Training Program On . s
e | ¢ Data Analytics : Scan To Wi
another | & [Course Cantients 11har i daca. ) Hiow daa are s, 3) Seeies 4| *.,§ We love the entries we received Er
s sl e ivmonmpiu e on what your moms want. And we
:SI:L; : given data, 9} How 1o mabe impos fall prasentotions, 10) Live project sssion : want more! Tell us what your mom
involving | $ | iemans | gp0 g : wants. Top 3 entries *win exciting
aspee- S i v S 5 vouchers worth Rs. 20,000.
nRaast. | 3 Fees: | Duration: :
han's Jai- I .r:.;:.,-f:'f;ésr; Fn?;ﬂmwj;nm F4I15642843, ﬂiﬂﬂiﬂ:
pur Tues- : E-Certificate will be Awarded .. . ﬂiﬂﬁ.w.*
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TVS MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED TVS =&
Regd office: "Chaitanya", No. 12, Khader Nawaz Khan Road, Nungambakkam, Chennai 600 006
Website:www.tvsmotor.com Telephone No. (044) 28332115 Email:contactus@tvsmotor.com
CIN:L35921TN1992PLC022845
STATEMENT OF STANDALONE & CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31°" MARCH 2024
(¥ in Crores)
Standalone Consolidated
8l, Particulars Quarter ended Year ended Quarter ended Year ended
No. 31.03.2024 | 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024 | 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024 | 31.03.2023 | 31.03.2024 | 31.03.2023
Unaudited Audited Unaudited Audited
1 | Total income from operations 8,140.17 | 667528 |31,924.90 | 26478.66 | 9,80894 | 8,098.54 | 39,250.56 | 32,111.99
2 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period ( before Tax, Exceptional items) 671.63 546.62 | 2,780.66 | 200337 650.39 486.50 270292 | 1,937.90
3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after Exceptional items) 671.63 b46.62 | 2,780.66 | 2,003.37 650.39 486.50 270292 | 1,936.03
4 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax (after exceptional items) 485.43 410.27 | 2,083.00 1,491.03 411.53 335.67 1,778.54 | 1,309.46
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period
(after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income /(Loss) (after tax)] 473.16 394,88 | 2,063.26 1,463.35 372.65 314.41 1,725.07 | 1,368.74
6 | Paid up Equity share capital (Face value of Re.1/- each) 47.51 47.51 47.51 47 .51 47.51 47.51 47 .51 47.51
7 | Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) - - | 7.683.53 6,000.34 - - 6,736.00 | 5,457.49
8 | Security Premium Account - NOT APPLICABELE -
9 | Networth 7.72595 | 603835 | 7,725.95 | 6038356 | 6,751.08 | 542276 6,751.08 | 542276
10| Outstanding Debt 1,027.61 201023 | 1.027.61 2,010.23 | 22,830.82 | 19,775.04 | 22930.82 | 19,775.04
11| Outstanding redeemable Preference Shares - NOT APPLICAELE -
12| Debt Equity Ratio (Times) 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.3 3.4 3.6 3.4 3.6
13| Earnings Per Share (Face value of Re. 1/- each) (not annualised)
(i) Basic (in Rs.) 10.22 8.64 43.84 31.38 8.15 7.07 35.50 27.97
(ii) Diluted (in Rs.) 10.22 8.64 43.84 31.38 8.15 7.07 35.50 27.97
14| Capital Redemption Reserve - NOT APPLICABLE -
15| Debenture Redemption Reserve - NOT APPLICABLE -
16| Debt Service Coverage Ratio (Excluding NBFC Subsidiary) (Times) 52 5.4 2.5 5.4 3.3 2.9 1.5 3.1
17| Interest Service Coverage Ratio (Excluding NBFC Subsidiary) (Times) 25.1 21.0 21.6 19.6 10.6 10.7 10.5 10.5
18| Current Ratio (Times) 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 1.0 0.9 1.0 0.9
19| Long term debt to working capital (Times) - - - - 2.4 3.0 2.4 3.0
20| Bad debts to Accounts Receivable ratio (Times) - - - - - - -
21| Current liability ratio (Times) 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.7
22| Total debts to total assets ratio (Times) 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6
23| Debtors Turnover ratio (Times) 27.9 27.0 27.9 27.0 25.3 26.5 253 26.3
24 | Inventory Turnover ratio (Times) 18.0 17.0 18.0 17.0 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7
25| Operating Margin (%) 11.3 10.3 11.1 10.1 10.3 8.8 9.9 9.1
26| Net Profit Margin (%) 59 6.2 6.6 8.7 4.1 4.2 4.5 4.1
Motes:
1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of financial results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulations 33 & 52 of the SEEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015, The full format of the financial resulis are available on the Stock exchange websites (www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com) and on company's website (www.tvsmotor.com).
2 Figures for the previous periods have been regrouped, wherever necessary, to conform to the current period's classification.
For TVS MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED
Sdf-
Prof. Sir Ralf Dieter Speth
Date : May 08, 2024 Chairman
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First came voter cards,
and then parties, to At 32.

Maha homeless shelter

Vijay Singh | Tnn

Navi Mumbai: Empowering
the disenfranchised is the
last critical mile in the proc-
ess of conducting a free and
fair election. In the Mumbai
region, more than 100 res-
cued homeless persons living
at a shelter in New Panvel
have managed to get voter
identity cards, the first such
batch of beneficiaries at the
25-vear-old institution run by
the Social and Evangelical
Association for Love (SEAL).
In all, a total of 125 homeless
persons at the shelter have
benefited from the initiative
undertaken by SEAL's social
workers, They are now look-
ing forward tocast theirvotes
in the upcoming Phase-4 of
the elections in Maval con-
stituency on May 13,

This electoral addition of
125 names has been quickly
noticed by party workers too,
They have started visitingthe
SEAL Ashram to canvass for
their candidates and inquire
if’ its inmates have issues that
they can resolve, Pastor Biju
samuel, who is second-in-
command at SEAL, told TOI:
“We are happy that our shel-
ter home is now finally show-
ing on the political radars of
parties, since we now have 125
newly registered voters. For
the past quarter century, local
politicians were hardly inter-

B'luru police
summons
Nadda, BJP IT
head over clip

Bengaluru: Bengaluru po-
lice have issued notices to
BJP's national president J P
Nadda, state president B Y Vi-
javendraandIT cell head Amit
Malviva, summoning them in
connection with a social
media post accusing Congress
of Muslim appeasement.

The notices, issued by
High Grounds police station
through the state BJP office
on Monday, directed them to
appear before the investigat-
ing officer within seven days.

The notices issued to
Nadda, BIP state
chief Vijayendra and
IT cell head Amit
Malviya asked them
to appear before the
investigating officer
within seven days

This came a day after an
FIR was registered against the
trio based on a complaint filed
by Ramesh Babu, chairman of
the media wing of Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee,
over an animation video post-
ed on BJP's X handle. In his
complaint, Ramesh Babu said
Malviva posted the video
based on instructions from
Nadda and Vijayendra.

The video shows carica-
tures of Rahul and Karnataka
CM Siddaramaiah placing an
ege labelled ‘Muslims’ ina nest
with three others marked ‘SC’,
‘ST and "OBC’. The caricature
of Rahul feeds ‘funds’ only to
the bird that hatches from the
‘Muslim’ egg, while the other
three hatchlings are pushed
outof the nest. tww

Ghanshyam Chavan (in blue shirt)
shows his new voter ID card

ested in homeless people.
Now theydo.™

There is an interesting
backstory to how the rescued
homeless at SEAL became
voters, “During the Covid
lockdown period, in the year
2021, we were desperately try-
ing to get vaccinations done
for all our inmates. But none
of them had any legit ID cards
at that time. That is when the
then Raigad district collector,
Nidhi Choudhari, personally
took interest in our problem
and issued Aadhaar cards for
all of them,” said Samuel.

One of the residents at
theshelter, Ghanshyam Cha-
van, 68, happily held out his
new ID card for this corre-
spondent, and said: “1 used
to earlier stay at Lalbaug in
central Mumbai, but later 1
lost my family and also my
money. Due tomy advancing
age, a Kind lady brought me
to SEAL Ashram. I will sure-
Iy vote now on polling day.”™ .

1%, Dhubri sees highest turnout this
polls so far, Nawada posts lowest at 43.2%

EC Updates Overall Turnout In 3rd Round Of Polling To 65.7% From 64.5% On Tue  Oppn netas to
VOTER TURNOUT IN PHASE-3 _

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Dhubri saw the
highest voter turnout among
all 283 seats where elections
have been held so far, regis-

i tering 92.1% turnout during

the third phase on Tuesday.

The constituency in As-
sam, from where AIUDF
chief Badruddin Ajmal is
seeking a fourth successive
term, has bettered its own re-
cord from 2019 when 90.7%
turnout was recorded — the
highest during the last gener-
al elections.

Of the 93 seats that
went to polls, 39 saw
higher turnout than in
2019. These included
all seven Chhattisgarh

seats, all 14 in
Karnataka and the

two in Goa

Barpeta, also in Assam,
has so far seen the second
highest turnout at 85.2%, but
it iz lower than the 2019 level
{see graphic).

With 26.6 lakh registered
voters in Dhubri, the turnout
meansthat2.11akh peopledid
not vote. This is in sharp con-
trast to Nawada (Bihar)
where 11.4 lakh of the over 20

available on

Constituencies with hlghest vntmg m 3 phases

lakhregistered voters did not
turn up, translating into a

turnout of 43.2%, the lowest

inthefirst three rounds.
During the third phase,
Amreli in Gujarat, with

20.3% polling, saw the lowest

turnout, according to data
the Election
Commission’s voter app.

EC updated the overall

CONG OUT IT'S BJP VS NOTA IN INDORE

A NOTA campaign is on in Indure ever since Congress candidate Akshay Hantl Bam pulled out of the cﬂntﬁt at
the last minute, leaving the party with no contestant and sitting BJP MP Shankar Lalwani with no challenger.
Posters and banners that call for NOTA votes to ‘'save the Constitution’ and ‘teach a lesson to those trading with
democracy’ have become a common sight on the streets of Indore, MP's commercial capital. BIP is responding
with posters saying the corrupt are pushing for NOTA and uraging people to cast votes in national interest

SHda & dIEPE

Pravin Barnaln
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Now, bulldozer ‘break dance’ at
Yogi poll rally in Farrukhabad

Deepak.Lavania
@timesgroup.com

Agra: After bulldozer road-
show in Mainpuri, it was bull-
dozer “break dance” that
made the crowd ecstatic at
Wednesday's venue of UPCM
Yogi Aditvanath’s election
rally in Aliganj sub-division
of Etah district under Far-
rukhabad Lok Sabha seat.
Yogi was scheduled to ad-
dress a rally at DAV Inter Col-
lege ground in Aliganj on
Wednesday afternoon. Before
the CM's arrival, dozens of
bulldozers reached the venue
and, amid loud music, the ma-
chine operators performed
stunts as the crowd cheered
and ‘Jai Shri Ram’ slogans re-
verberated. BJP workerswith

H'I:IIE'I'IS of buildﬂZErS reached
the venue amid loud music

party flags were seen on the
dozer blades as the operators
rotated the machines 360 de-
grees and used brakes and en-
gine thrust to move the shock
absorbers of the heavy vehi-
cles up and down to simulate
“brakedance” steps.
However, the stunts did
not go down well with BJP's
Aliganj MLA Satyapal Singh
Rathore. On seeing that the

gathering was more interest-
ed in the bulldozer dance rath-
er than the speeches delivered
from the stage, Rathore first
requested the BJP workers
and the machine operators to
stop their show. But the stunts
intensified and the crowd in-
creased, prompting the MLA
to reprimand the bulldozer
drivers and asked them not to
carry on with the stunts as
any mishap might happen.
After the CM arrived, he
said, “*We have invented a
unique use of these machines
to deal with criminals and an-
ti-nationals.... The Congress-
SP alliance is tampering with
our security; it is an alliance
that is robbing every person'’s
pocket, it is an alliance that
opposes the Ram temple...”

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Congress voted agalnst Murmu

based on her skin colour, says PM
ii!“ LINE OF NO CONTROL SANDEEP ADHWARYU

Continued fromP1

itroda said in a video con-
P versation with the States-
man, “We could hold to-
gether a country as diverse as
India where people ineastlook
like Chinese, people in west
look like Arabs, people in
north look like mayvbe white
and people in south look like
Africans... it doesn't matter.
We are all brothers and sisters.
The idea of Indiathat is rooted
indemocracy, freedom, liberty,
fraternity is being challenged
by Ram temple, Ram Navami
and the Prime Minister going
to temple all the time and talk-
ing not as a national leader but
talking as aleader of BJP"
“Rahul Gandhi has an un-
cle(Pitroda) in America whois
a friend, philosopher, guide.
For the shehzada, he is like the
third umpire in cricket who is
approached for the final arbi-
tration. He seeks advice from
this uncle. This uncle told him
that all persons with black
skin are African. And Con-
gress voted to defeat Murmu
based on her skin colour, It is
an insult to the people of India,
the majority of whom are of

MEANWHILE IN US...

UNZLE SAM,
WOULP YOoU MINDP
CAMPAIGNING FOR

UF NON-ISSUES

BIPEN...I WANNA PLAY

the same colour,” Modi said.
Senior ministers joined in
the attack with FM Nirmala
Sitharaman declaring, “1 am
from south India, I look Indi-
an,” adding to Congress’'s dis-
comfiture and putting it under
pressure to disengage itself

from Pitroda. Although the
Congress brass claimed Pitro-
da had resigned of his own vo-
lition, there were clear indica-
tions that he was nudged into
it, lest his image as a serial of-
fender and loose cannon cre-
ates more problems for the par-

tv in the final stretch of polls.
Congress, which was still
trying to contain the fallout
from Pitroda’s remarks on “in-
heritance tax”, found itself
pushed into fire-fighting mode
again. “The analogies drawn
by Sam Pitroda in a podceast to
illustrate India’s diversity are
most unfortunate and unac-
ceptable. Congress completely
dissociates itself from these
analogies,” party general sec-
retary in-charge of communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh said.
There was disquiet in Con-
gress over repeat offences by
the US-based Pitroda. The fact
that heisroutinely inthe news
for the wrong reasons, and is
specially vulnerable to BJP's
strategy, is hurting the party,
while no action was taken
against him because of his
closeness to the “family”.
There were some demands
thatstrictaction should be tak-
en against him to dissociate
the party from his comments.
BJP rejected Congress’s
bid to disassociate itself from
Pitroda and said the party had
been indulgent of him despite
his history of “insulting and
demeaning” comments,

furnout in the third phase of
polling to 65.7%, from 64.5%
late on Tuesday Excluding the
four constituencies in Assam
wheredelimitation took place,
the turnout in 2019 in these
seats was pegged at66% .

Data available at 10 pm on
Wednesday showed the sharp-
est increase in Assam where

the four seats saw a turnout of

85.5%, compared with 81.6%
late on Tuesday night.

Of the 93 seatsthatwentto
polls, 39 recorded higher
turnout, which included all
seven seats in Chhattisgarh,
all 14 in Karnataka and the
two in Goa.,

In Gujarat, only Banas-
kantha recorded higher vot-
ing, while six each in MP and

State (seats) 2019 Constituency 2019 2024
Assam (4) NA 3 5. 5 Dhubri (Assam) 907 921
Bihar (5) 613 591 Barpeta (Assam) 86.6 85.2
Chhattisgarh (7) 709 720 Nagaon (Assam) 83.2 85.0
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and 771 713 Outer Manipur 84.1 84.9
Daman & Diu (2) Lakshadweep 85.2 84.2
Goa (2) 75.1 76.1

Gujarat (25) 623 601 Constituencies with lowest voting in 3 phases
Karnataka (14) 9 687 718 Constituency 2019 2024
Madhya Pradesh (9) b6.7 66.7 Nawada (Bihar) 49.7 43.2
Maharashtra (11) 639 63.6 Almora (Uttarakhand) 523 48.7
Uttar Pradesh (10) 60.0 576 Mathura (UP) 6L1 494
West Bengal (4) 8L.7 775 Ghaziabad (UP) h59 499
Total (89) 660 657 Amreli (Gujarat) 56.0 50.3
At 9.30 F'!u'l on May 8; Figures in %:; Note: Doesn't include 4 seafs in Assam where @ .

boundaries have been redrawn & hence can't be compared with 2019; Source: ECI i-..._

Maharashtra saw more vot-
ers turn up at booths than in
2019. UP's Mainpuri, where
SP boss Akhilesh Yadav's
wife Dimple Yadav is contest-
Ing, saw a two percentage
point increase in voting.

All seats in Bihar and
West Bengal, however, saw a
lower turnout during the
third phase.

meet EC today
on turnout data

New Delhi: Top functionar-
ies of the opposition INDIA
bloc will meet the Election
Commission on Thursday
over their demand to prompt-
ly release the absolute voter
turnout figures in the ongo-
ing Lok Sabha polls after
each phase, sources said.

They will also raise the is-
sue of alleged "use of reli-
gious symbols” by BJP in
their campaign, they said.

The sources said leaders
from the INDIA bloc will meet
the full bench of the Election
Commission of India on
Thursday, submit a memo-
randum and also discuss the
issues with the poll panel.

INDIA bloc parties, in-
cluding Congress, Trina-
mool Congress and the CPM,
have written to the poll panel
separately so far, expressing
concernover thealleged “de-
lay"” in the release of the vot-
er turnout data in the first
two phases, Amid the opposi-
tion's allegations, the poll
body had asserted that booth-
wise data of the “actual num-
ber of votes polled” is availa-
ble with the candidates soon
after the voting ends. e

For this 125-member Odisha clan, irrigation,
jobs & potable water are 1ssues that matter

Minati.Singha
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: There are
some polling booths in the
country with a handful of
voters and then there’s the
Srichandan family, whose
members can demand a
booth in their village just for
themselves.

The Srichandans are a
family of 125 in Gayabandh
village in Khordha
district of Odisha,
80 of whom are eli-
gible to vote. They
have been living to-
gether, in a joint
family setup, for
four generations
and the bond is as
strong as ever, de-
spite many having
left home in search of bet-
ter-payving jobs in cities.

The family has a sprawl-
ing house with 36 bedrooms.
For lunch, 16 kg of rice and 4
kg dal are cooked every day.
Most members still depend
on agriculture.

Come elections and the
family gets together to discuss
candidates and votes. There is
NO Pressure on an:.mne- though.
Unemployment,
drinking water
problem, elephant
menace and lack of
irrigation facilities
are some of the issues that
keep them worried.

“Politics has changed
over the vears, so have the
issues affecting us. Even af-
ter getting professional de-
grees, our children go out of
the state for jobs. This even
as people from other states
are being appointed here,”
gsaid Ratnakar Srichandan,
who at 85 is the eldest mem-
ber of the family.

Till 2014, the family sup-

mily_

@d@

ported the Congress as one
of them, Dillip Srichandan,
was a legislator from Khord-
ha between 1995 and 2000,
However, he lost in the 2009
and 2014 elections. *“To serve
the country and its people,
we do not always need to
contest elections,” said Dil-
ip, who has made planting
trees his mission in life. In
this, he gets support from
the rest of the family.
Senior mem-
bers like Gopal
Srichandan, 80,
feel there should
e a change in govt. For
ymm gsters like Smruti Ran-
jan, 23, and Biswajeet, 19, a
first-time voter, candidates
must focus on local 1ssues.
“Elephant menace,
drinking water scarcity and
lack of irrigation facilities
are major 1ssues. A pro-
posed Manibhadra dam
over Mahanadi would have
helped irrigate 500 villages
in several districts, includ-
ing Khordha, but is vet to be
completed. In summer, vil-

The Srichandan family of Odisha’s Khordha district has 125 members.
While many of the younger lot have moved out to the cities for better

prospects,

they return twice a year to their 36-bedroom village home.
For the family that depends on agriculture,

the elephant menace in the

region, drinking water scarcity and lack of irrigation facilities are major
Issues, besides absence of jobs in the state
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lagers have to depend on
tankers for drinking water
The tankers come once in
three days,” rued Gopal.

The Srichandans - be-
longing to the Paika commu-
nity - depend on farming as
a major source of income.
They grow paddy, vegetables
and pulses for their own
consumption. Besides, ca-
shew, mango, jackfruit and
guava are grown in over 200
acres of farmland.

Men, including elders, are
engaged in farming. But with
time, many of the younger
lot have moved out for em-

ployment. The whole family
assembles twice a vear
during Holi in March and
Dussehra in October, Then
there are important social
events like weddings when
they come together.

The family has a fund,
made up of earnings from
farming, that covers daily
expenses. Those working
outside contribute to this
kitty too. “We believe in liv-
ing a frugal life though the
family is financially sound
and debt-free. We also invest
in the education and busi-
ness ventures of the young-
er lot,” said Madhu Sudan
Srichandan, a third-gener-
ation member.

“If vou have ever lived in
a joint family, yvou will not
want to move out,” said
Madhu Sudan. “The family
1s a huge support system.
Love, affection, cooperation
and adjustment keep us to-
gether. There are differenc-
es and misunderstandings,
of course, but those are
manageable.”

Sikh seminary:
Couples must
have 5 children
to boost Punjab

Yudhvir Rana | T

Amritsar: Damdami Taksal, a
prominent Sikh seminary that
wields significant influence
among the community, has is-
sued an appeal to Punjabis —
particularly Sikhs — that they
should have a “minimum of
five children”, claiming that it
will cultivate “stronger fam-
ilial bonds and contribute to so-
clety’s prosperity”.

TheTaksal, which wasonce
headed by Jarnail Singh Bhin-
dranwale, announced that it
would fully mobilise its re-
sources to support the upbring-
ing of children, in case people
faced economic difficulties in
raising large families.

The 16th chief of Damdami
Taksal, Baba Harnam Singh
Khalsa, said Sikh couples
“should aim to have a mini-
mum of five children to streng-
then Punjab religiously, social-
ly, politically and culturally”,

“Not only Sikhs, but Hin-
dus and people of other com-
munities living in Punjab
should also haveaminimum of
five children,” he said.

Sandeshkhali woman revokes
rape plaint agalnst TMC men

Sanjib.Chakraborty
@timesgroup.com

Sandeshkhali: One of the
three Sandeshkhali women
whose rape complaints
against Trinamool function-
aries stoked unrest in this
rural block of Bengal's
North 24 Parganas district
did an aboutturn on
Wednesday, saving she faced
no such assault and that lo-
cal BJP members forced her
tosignablank sheetof paper
and approach police.

The woman lodged a
fresh complaint at Sand-
eshkhali police station, cit-
ing threats and social ostra-
cism because of her decision
to withdraw the purportedly
false charge of rape.

She alleged that a local
BJP Mahila Morcha func-
tionary and other party mem-
bers visited her home and
asked her to sign what was to
be afictitious complaint.

“They asked for my sig-
nature on the pretext of en-
listing my name for PMAY.
Later, they took me to the po-
lice station to lodge a com-
plaint of sexual abuse.

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee
greets children during a rally in
Bardhaman on Tuesday

There was no sexual assault
on me inside the Trinamool
office. I was never forced to
o to the party office late at
night,” shesaid.

The woman said she and
her family were facing a so-
cial boycott engineered by
local BJP functionaries ey-
er since she decided to come
clean. “We are feeling un-
safe, and I have sought po-
lice help.”

The Mahila Morcha
member named by the com-
plainant said the latter was
the wife of a Trinamool
booth president and was be-
ing guided by party seniors,

“Nobody forced her to
file a complaint. She and
other women themselves
narrated their plight to Na-
tional Commission for
Women chairperson Rekha
Sharma. The truth will
come out if CCTV footage
from inside the police sta-
tion is released. She and her
husband have also been ac-
cused of siphoning money
from Amphan and Bulbul
cvclone relief funds.”

The twist in the case
comes three days after a
purported sting showed
Gangadhar Koval, a BJP
mandal president in Sand-
eshkhali block II, saying no
rape or sexual harassment
took place and that the wom-
en had filed the complaints
at Nandigram MLA Suven-
du Adhikari’s behest.

TMC minister Shashi
Panja said, "After Saturday’s
video exposed BJP's conspir-
acy behind the Sandeshkhali
incident, women are bravely
tryving to withdraw the false
complaints. But the B.JP-
backed culprits are threaten-
ing to harm them. They are
even trying to extort money.”
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WB guv to show CCTV clip to
100 people, not Didi or cops

TMC Hits Back,
Questions
Bose’s Decision

Debashis.Konar
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Bengal governorCV
Ananda Bose, facing molesta-
tion charges from a former
employee of Raj Bhavan, an-
nounced Wednesday he would
present Raj Bhavan's CCTV
footage to 100 private citizens
of Bengal, excluding “Mama-
ta Banerjee and her police”.
In a release from Raj Bha-
VAN, a programime was an-
nounced to address what was
described as “mischievous
and fabricated allegations” by
police on the handling of foot-
age related to the case. It said,
“Under Sach Ke Samne pro-
gramme, anyone who wantsto

West Bengal gt}-.re rmor CV Ananda Bose pays tribute to Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore on his birth anniversary in Kolkata on Wednesday

053-22001641. The first
hundred would be allowed to
see the footage inside Raj Bha-
vanat11.30amon May9."”

In response, state finance
minister Chandrima Bhatta-
charyva questioned Bose's de-
cision, asking why he was
withholding the CCTV foot-
age from police if he was in-
nocent. She said: “The CCTV
see the CCTV footagecanmail  footage should be on public
to adcrajbhavankolka-  display if he issuch an honest
tam@gmail.comorcall RajBha- and innocent person. But
van toregister theirnames at  here he is plaving with the

dignity of women, so he
wants to shield it from police
and is even unwilling to show
ittothe CM. Why can't the CM
see it, if there is no foul play?"

Banerjee and TMC have
been going after the gover-
nor since a complaint was fil-
edagainst him last Thursday.
“Heisnowtryingtoshowitto
his own henchmen and get a
certificate from them. When
our state has 11 crore people,
why show itto 100 people only
in private?” she asked.

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, Mumbai
e-mail - Jnmepa2023(a)
MMGPA, 1st Floor, Arogya Bhavan, St.Georges Hospital Compound,
MUMBAI-400 001.

TENDER NOTICE

Advt. No. Date:- 08/05/2024

Chief Executive Officer, Maharashtra Medical Goods Procurement Authority, Mumbai invites tender
in two Envelope system from the eligible bidders for the following items for purchase of medicines.

Sr. | Tender Prehid Period of sale,
No No. Name of Item(s) Meeting download & Bid Opening
submission of bid
X-Ray Machine Dt. 08.05.2024
S00MA, X-Ray Dit. 16.05.2024 at 02.00 PM [,
L E-91 | Machine 300MA, at 2.00 PM. o 28.05.2024

Portable X-Ray Dt. 27.05.2024 at 02:30 hrs.
Machine 100MA Upto 02:00 PM.
Dental X-Ray
Machine, Dental Unit

1. For detailed information, the interested bidders may visit the website https://mahatenders.gov.in,
2 The Chief Executive Officer reserves the right to increase or decrease the quantity to be purchased
and also reserves the right to cancel all the tenders without giving any reason to.

For e-tendering help/ information, please contact.
Website:= https://mahatenders.gov.in

Contact No. 022-22621886 / 022-22621973

Email- maha.mmgpa2023{@gmail.com

Signature/-
Chief Executive Officer, Maharashtra
Medical Goods Procurement
Authority, Mumbai

DGIPR/2024-2025/37
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Jharkhand Agency for Promotion of Information Technology

(An Autonomous body under Department of
Information Technology & eGovernance, Govt. of Jharkhand)

Ground Floor, Engineer's Hostel — I, Near Golchakkar, Dhurwa, Ranchi,
Jharkhand,Phone. 0651 — 2401044 & 2401067 eMail: japit doit@rediffmail.com

Corrigendum — IV

eTender Ref. No.: JAP-IT/HC/VMS-ePass/001/2024
PR No.: 323955 Information Technology (24-25):D

As per site survey (Hon'ble High Court, Jharkhand) held on 20004.2024 & 25.04.2024 and follow-up
presentation delivered on 26, 04.2024 at JAP- iT by different prospective bidders, Commigendum — IV™ 15 being p‘llb]l.!:-h'i..d
which may be downloaded from hteps:/ fiharkhandtenders. gov.in and same is also available on hitps:/jharkhand. gov.in &
hitps:/japit.jharkhand. gov.in.

Dunng the ]1r-:'1¢:n|=:|lw-n different prospective bidders have submatted their solution architecture and other respective
documentation, some of the reguests have been made. Accordingly, some points have been considered, which are as under:

5L No. | Tender Clause Na. Tender Clause Revised Tender Clause
Average Annual Turmover from IT related | Average Annual Turnover from 1T related
business in last three (03) financial vears business in last three (03) financial years
Fender Clause MNo.: | ending on 31.03.2023 should be minimum | ending on 31.03.2023 should be minimum of
1. 5.2 {Bidder's of INR Thirty {30) Crores per vear and INR Thirty (30) Crores per vear and must
Eligibility Criteria) miust have been a profit-making have been & profit-making organization or
organization for last three (03) financial | must have a positive net-worth for last three
vears ending on 31,03, 2023 (03} financial years ending on 31.03.2023
; , . "w:-ﬂu.l MTFTT Certification 14 ru;:tllurl.:i frar
Switch Technical T U 1% 2 Switehes. Bl fi
2, Specifications MTCTE From TEC S Witlisd, Klcasorefer
= htips.www. micte teg povan/aboutMTCTE
(Type -1 & 2) Tor recessary ¢ hance
-1 R Lli'I'ITIr} FTICE S,

Officer on Special Duty,
JAP-IT, Ranchi

Orther terms & conditions remains same as per published RFP.

PR 324555 Information Technology(24-25).D

CENTRAL SANSKRIT UNIVERSITY
Established by an Act of Parliament
{Formerly Rashiriyva Sanskrit Sansthan, under Ministry of Education, Govermment of India)
56-57, Institutional Area, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110058
Ph. No. 011-28524993, 28524995, 28520979, 28520066
Website: www. sanskrit. nic.in

MNotification No.- m;aiuu;m I5-1f2024- ZEHIII

05-05-2024

Central S.ar'rsl:nt Unluers:l:y', DElh| is the nodal agency for Im.phementlng Central Schemes of Ministry of Edwcation,
Government of India for the Promotion of Sanskrit Language. Accordingly, applications are invited from interested NGOsVoluntary
Organizations, Universities, Trstitutions Publishers /Individuals/Students, through online as applicable under the following Schemes
for Sanskrit Promation.-

sl Mame of the Schame Onlina It?!.tr.lﬂun
No. Starting date|Closing date
1 | Grant of recognition to institutions under "The Scheme for Financial Assistance to
Institutions Recognized as Adarsh Sanskrit Mahavidyalayas (ASMs)/Adarsh
Sanskrit Shodha Sansthans [(AS55s)-2022 vide notification CSU/Ad/Revised
Scheme/2023-24/01 dated 05.03.2024 - the University invites applicaions from
voluntary organizations registerad as a Socdety under the Societles Registration Act, 1983 or a
Trust registered wnder Trest Act or a Non-Profit making Company registered under the
Companies Act hereinafter called “the Parent Body™, malntaining a Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya or
Sanskrit Shodh Sansthan, for grant of recognition to that institution under "The Scheme for
Financial Assistance to Institutions Recognized as Adarsh  Sanskrit  Mabavidyalayas
[ASMs )/ Adarsh Sarskrit shodh Sansthans iﬂ.ﬁESﬁj L0227 umder Chalse | fr.
2 | Sanskrit Teaching - En-ga-gn:rnznt “of Sanskrit or Modern Eutuecl “Teachers for teaching in |
Traditional Sanskrit Pathshalas/Mahavidyalayas/Government Schools/Guru-Sishya Parampara
Institutions and Residential Scholarships.
i | Samman Rashi - Annual grant to Eminent Sanskrit Pandits living in Indigent Circumstances.
4 | Programmes & Activities for Promeotion of Sanskrit - Financial Assistance for
implementation of various Sanskrit F"m-grammﬁ & Activities.

10,05, 2024 30.06.2024

i Ehastm Chudamani - for ulilization of Services of Emineént Shastric Scholars or Retined
Sanskrit Schodars,

7 | Vocational Training - Conduct of Vocational Training to the students of Registered
Traditional Sanskrit Institutions

8 | Scholarships - Award of Scholarships to the Students reguiarly studying Sanskrit/Pall/Prakrit
languages from 9 class to Ph.D level in Traditional/Modem Stream.

10.05.2024 | 15.09.2024

F 3 The interested parties, while submitting their applications for financial assistance, may kindly keep in mind the
fallowing instructions:

iy Imerested parties are advised to forward their applications in respect of the above-mentioned schemes throwgh
online mode only, The Applications submitted through any other mode will not be entertained,

i) As per the gudelines of the above-mentioned schemes, nterested parties are reguired 0 submil hard copies of
publications/books /necessary documents etc,, along with hard copy of their filled in online application duly certified by the
Compebent Authority. All pages of application and annexures should be signed in ink and self-attestad,

i) Only after filling the online applcations, take the printout and hard Copy of the completed applications should imnvariably be
sent separately by Registered post, within 20 days from the closing date of the online registration to "Registrar, Central
Sanskrit University, 56-57, Institutional Area;, Janakpuri, New Delhi — 110058. Name of the scheme is to be
superscribed on the top of envelop.

Wi Before filling the application form, it is advised that the scheme guidelines be referred

v} For more details regarding guidelines of each scheme, remuneration, required documents, how to apply in online and
application forwarding process etc., please visit the Central Sanskrit University's welbsite woarw . sanskrit.nic.in/schemes.

wi) For each scheme indicated from 5. No. 2 to 8 abowve, it i mandatory for all grantes institutions of previous years to apply
afresh fior each scheme, as automatic renewal will not be done,

vil) Further, consideration or rejaction of the application for grants/recognition depend upon the availability of funds and approval
of the Competent Authority, as per applicability, every year, Therefore, it is mandatory to apply every year on scheme-to-
scheme basis separately for financial assistance,

wiii) In case of any darifications or dowbts, interested parties may contact Cenbral Sanskrit University throsgh e-mail at
help.schemes@csu.co.in or through above mentioned phone numbers or postal address.

Sdf
CBC 21212/12/0002/2425 Registrar I/c
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E-Tendering Notice DYCE/IGS/AGC/2024-02
E-TENDER NOTICE

Deputy Chief Engineer (Gati Shakti), N. C. Rly Agra for and on behalf of the
President of India invites “Open Tender” through online mode only (E-
Tendering) for the following work. The details of the tender are as under:

DATED:06.05.2024

S N:1 |Tender Ne DYCE-GS-AGC-2024-03 | Approx Cost ¥ : ¥ 72 60lacs

Description of work: Provision of full length Goods siding by extending A&D
siding at Kitharn station of Agra Division of North Central Railway.

S N : 2 |Tender Noe DYCE-GS-AGC-2024-04 | Approx Cost ¥ : 998 cr.

Description of work: Developmental works at Agra Fort station under Amrit
Station Scheme in Agra Division of Morth Central Railway.

it oy o
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E-Tender No.- PRYJ-Sig-202-2024-25 Date: 03.05.2024

E-Tender Notice

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer/CoordinatonM™orth Central
Railway/Prayagraj, for and on behalf of the President of India, invite E-TEMDER on
prescribed farm for tha following works up 1o 12.00 hrs. The details of the Tender is
as under;-

Bid security : S.N.:1-7 14520000, S.N.:2- T 649200.00, Completion Period:
S5.N.:1- 06 months, S.N.:2- 12 months, For full details and submission of bid
please see the Indian Railways website “www.ireps.gowv.in”. Tender can be
submitted through web portal “www.ireps.gov.in” up to 15.00 hrs on
2905 2024, 814/124(DG)

[§] North central raitways B (©CPRONCA ﬂ.nlnnrl'-..g|.1ralrallwal,' Giiy Wi acrindiansaiiways. govin

NATIONAL HEALTH SYSTEMS
RESOURCE CENTRE

Technical Support Institution with National Health Mission
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India

Tender for Annual Job Contract for Manpower for
Electrician, Housekeeping, Security Services and
General Duty Workers (MTS) at NHSRC.

The National Health Systems Resource Centre (NHSRC) on behalf
of NHM, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India invites "Letter for Expression of Interest” from the agencies
providing services for hiring Manpower for Electrician,
Housekeeping, Security Services and General Duty Workers (MTS)
atNHSRC.

Detailed information about the procedures for submitting the EOI is
available at www.nhsrcindia.org/tenders.

The Expression of Interest must be delivered on or before

MName of work: S&T work for Construction of Mew LHS along with ROB at LC Mo-24
in lieu of (LC-94) Rura at Ch: 1060/11-13 in between CHNB-TDL section of Prayagraj
Division North Ceniral Raibeay.

Approx. Cost of work (7): 4040839.96/-, Bid Security (¥): 80800/, Completion

period: 05 Months, Date of Opening of tender: 31.05.2024, 2. Availability of tender
form: Tender forms shall ba available on www.ireps.gov.in 3. Time date & place of
opening of tender: Tender will be opened through E-tender at office of Divisional
Railway Manager, Prayagraj on or after pre determined dateat 12.30 hours.  809/24(K)
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T NORTHERN RAILWAY
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OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-ll, Morthern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
the following work.

1|NIT-08 — Name of work : Improvemean! to LHS drainage system by waler
proofing at LHS No. -118, 122, 123, 133, 137, 145 and other associated civi
woark 0 lhe saction of ADENMSMOL

Approx. cost of work ; Rs. 4,458 92 487 41

Earnest Money to be deposited : Rs, 3,74,500.00

NIT-09 — Name of work : Annual Zone work for maintenance of track in the
saction of SSE/PWay/SMOL under ADEN/SMOL for the year 2024-25 PE
A0.06. 2025,

Approx. cost of work : Rs. 89,99 622 14

Earmest Money to be deposited : Hs. 1,80,000.00

17.05.2024 to 31.05.2024 al

2 |Date & Time of submission of tender bid ;
15:00 Hrs.,

3 [Date & Time of opening of tender : 31.05.2024 1500 Hrs,

4 (Website particulars where complete details of tender documents can be
seen : www.ireps.gov.in

«  The tenderer’s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system

«  Forall lerms and conditions please refer fender document,

* Mo manual offers are acceptable,

*  Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be accepiable through net
banking or payment gateway anly.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

farsrelt aars 1

g fEa 9

DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS POONCH.

Fax/ Tele No. 01965-221368, 01965-220408 email : dpopoonchi@ijkpolice.gov.in
LOOK OUT NOTICE

As intimated by SDPQO Mendhar vide his letter No
SDPO/CBA/2024/3115 dated 01-05-2024 that one Shahid Igbal
S/0O Mohd Razaq R/O Salwah, Tehsil Mendhar District Poonch
involved in case FIR No 154/2014 WIS 323/324//IRPC of P/S
Mendhar is avading his arrest in the said case.

The description of accused person along with photograph is
given below :

S No | Name Shahid Igbal

1 Father Mohd Razaqg

2 Residence Salwah Tehsil
Mendhar
District Poonch

3 Age 28 years

4 Language Known | Urdu / Phari

5 Complexion Fair

6 Height 5'-5"

8 Sex Male

2 Hair Brown

Kindly have a sharp lookout, if traced out/ any information
contact PCR Poonch on the following Number . 01965220258,
01965226225

(Yougal Kr. Manhas)-JKPS
Sr. Superintendent of Police,
Poonch.

No:-55P/Rdr/27/2024/19800-09/DDO
Dated :- 04-05-2024

DIP Mo DIP-3T524/07 052024

No.: NIT -08, 09-24-25-W-ll Dated:- 07.05.2024 1383/2024

‘?>] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY |€¥i+]

oy
No.DYCE-I-GSU-PRYJ-11-2024

Dated 07 05.2024
E-Tender Notice

Dy, Chiefl Engineer-IVGSUPrayagral, Morth Central Railway, acting for and on
bahalf of the President of India, invites E-Tenders for the following work through
Open Tender-Single Packet System& Joint venture/Consortium/ MolUs
Not applicable with closing dateftime 11.06,2024 up to 15.00 hours, Bidders
will be able to submit their original/revised bids up fo closing date and tima only.
Manual offers are not allowed against this tender and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored.

Brief Description of work: P-Way work in connection with provision of
Goods shed at 03 nos, Station at Athsarai, Ekdil & phaphund under Dy,
CE-IIGSUIPRYJ)

Approx Cost of work (INR) Amount of EMD (INR)
(T) 498 Cr. { %) :3,98,800/-

Cost of Tender Doc.: 0.00/-, Tender opening date and time ; 11.06.2024, 15:00,
Completion period: 12 Months, Similar Nature of Work for Eligibility Criteria
"P. Way work™ Note: For complete details and submission of tender please
see Indian Railway's website: hitp:/fwww.ireps.gov.in, Note: (1) The
complele information along with tender document of above E-works tender will be
available on Website htp:iwww.ireps.gov.in. up to 1500 hrs. on the due
date of tender opening. {2) Bids cther than in the form of E-Bids shall not be
accepted against above Tenders. For this purpose, venders are requirad to get
themselves registered with IREPS website along with class (Il Digital Signature
Certificate issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. (3) Rates enterad into Financial
Rate page and duly signed dgitally shall only be considered. Rates and any other
financial entity in any other form/letter head attached by tenderer shall be straight
away ignored and shall not be considered. (4) Documents being attached should
be signed by the tenderer on its body. (5) In case of any difficulty helpdesk available
on the website of IREPS may be approached 820/24 (ADM

l;::lrl:l'l-:l"I!fE ::_f_I;ﬂl:-‘ﬂ"J;Eﬂl‘r,':|.’.1i|iH:| s, nerindianrailways.govin

[%] gcrRONCR §] Worth central raitways [©)] @

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders are inwited by the Senior Divisional Mechanical Enginesr, Southem
Rallway, Salem-636 D05 for the following work.

Sl

DESCRIPTION
Ma.

DESCRIPTION

g | TP Hotice GEM/2024/B/4914676 dated 06.05.2024
Mumber and date

? HAOg g5 S8
Wildlife Institute of India

An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, Chandrabani,
Dehradun - 248 001, Uttarakhand, India,

Phone +91-135-2646202; Email registrar@wii.gov.in,

Website: www.wil.gov.in
Tender No. WIl/Purchase Cell/22-23/367

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

On behalf of Director, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun sealed
bids are invited for disposal of E Waste / Non E Waste items of
Wildlife Institute of India Dehradun, strictly on "As-is-where-is basis”.
Detailed document with terms & conditions can be downloaded from
the website (www.wii.gow.in).

An EMD of following amount should be deposited with the tender in
the form of an Account Payee Bank Draft from any Nationalized Bank
in favour of "The Director, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun”,

Outcome Based Mechanized Cleaning, Pest & Rodent
Control, Rag Picking, Diginfection, Garbage Collection
Sagregation and Disposal at Mettupalayam Railway
Station for the period of 1096 days.

2 | Mame of work

Estimate Value T 1,27,63,261.88/-

Earnest Money T213.B20/-
Tender Closing
L5, 4 1. .
a date snd Time 27.05.2024 at 11,00 Hrs

6 | Web address hitp:/f'www.gem.gov.in

Sl. No. Category Earnest Money Deposit
1. Disposal of 15,000/-
E Waste items (Rupees Fifteen Thousand Only)
2. Disposal of Non-E 10,000/-
Waste items (Rupees Ten Thousand Only)

Offer/Quotation letter in the sealed envelope super subscribed
“Tender for Disposal of E Waste / Non E Waste” should reach the
office of Registrar Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun latest by

31 May 2024 at 3:00 PM.
Registrar

Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mohd. Rizwan S/o Mohd. Yunus R/o H.No. 164, Rashid
Nagar, Gali No. 6, Meerut City, U.P. 2nd Add.: H.No. 164, Gali
No. 16, Zali Wali Gali, P.S. Lisari Gate, Rashid Nagar, Meerut,
U.P. has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence FIR 507/16 u/s 394/397/34 IPC P.S. Seelampur, Delhi
and it has been returmed to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused person Mohd. Rizwan cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said Mohd. Rizwan has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrants). Proclamation
is hereby made that the said accused person Mohd. Rizwan
of FIR 507/16 w's 394/397/34 IPC P.S. Seelampur, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 20.07.2024.

By Order: Sh. Pankaj Arora
Addl. Metropolitan Magistrate-04
Room No. 312, 3rd Floor,
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

DP/3300/NE/24

The firms registared in GeM portal are only eligible to participate in this tender. For
details of bid submission, please refer wabsite portal “http:/fwww.gem.gowv.in®,
For details about scope of work, approximate value of tender, location and other
documents, please refer wabsite portal *http:/fwww.gem.gowv.in”.
Mote: It is the responsibility of the tenderers to chack any Corrigendum is isswed for
any correchon; delation or madfications uploaded subsequently in the wabsite and
the same zhall be taken into account while uploading the tender. For further details
please visit website at “hitp:/'www.gem.gov.in".

for Senior Divisional Mechanical Engineer,

Salem - 636 005

Follow us on: [ twitter.com/GMSRailway

ﬁ] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Tender Motice No.: 2120242025
Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering) / North Central Railway /
Prayagraj, for and on behalf of the President of India, invites the following
E-Tenders on prescribed form for the following works up o 13:30 hrs. on
29.05.2024 The details of the tenders are as under;
CENERIRT | eading, Loading & Unloading of various P.Way material in
RRH-TDL saction in the jurisdiction of St.DEN/IIPRY ..

Tender No. Approx. Cost of work Bid Security

42 ¥ 18425950.62 T242100.00

Completion: 12 months. Date of opening of tender: 29.05.2024, Similar
work for Eligibility Criteria: Any Civil Engineering work or transportation work.
Mote: (1) The complete information along with tender document of above
E-Tenders is available on wabsite www.ireps.gowv.in up to 13:30 hrs on the due
date of tender opening i.e 29.05.2024. The tender shall be opened at or after
15.00 hrs on due date. (2) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be
accepted against above Tenders for this purpose, vendors are required to get
themselves registered with IREPS website along with Digital Signature
Certificates issued by CCA under IT Act-2000 (3) Rates entered into Financial
Rate page and duly signed digitally shall be considered. Rates and any other
financial entity in any other formfetter head if attached by vendors shall be
straightaway ignored and shall not be considered. (4) Tender No 42 is having
advertised value more than 50 Lakhs, therefore, Annexure-V & W (A)
(Document Verification Certificate) are required. The supplier | contractor of
goods and / or services would be subject to GST Act and Rules as applicable
from time to time. {5) Document being attached should be signed by the lenderar
on its body. (6) This tender notice has also been uploaded on www.ncr.indian
rallways.gov.in (7) Cost of Tender document and Bid Security can ba deposited
Cmnline through Internat Banking or Payment Gateway or Bank Guaraniee Bond
as detailed in para 12 of tender document. (B) In case of any difficulty helpdesk
available on the website of IREPS may be approached. (9) Tender on line can be
submitted up to 13:30 hrs on 29.05.2024. (10) Along with other instructions given o
Tenderers, Tenderers are required to Pay special attention on Para 12.0 of Tender
Docurment for Bid Security Deposit. (11) E-Tender Forms shall be issued free of
cost to all Tenderers. (12) For tender no. 42; The tenderer has to submit
necessary documents in compliance of clause 10 to 18 (Part-l) of IRGCC-
2022 (Works matter) mandatorily, otherwise their offer will be considered as
Incomplete Offer and accordingly shall not be considered. 811/24 FA

Date: 06.05.2024

[ North central raitways [ x| @CPRONCA [l @northcentralrailway §ER www.ncrindiznrailways.gowin
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Spurt in post-Covid measles cases
reveals big gaps in vaccination

SHOPS FOR LEASE AT YOL MILITARY
STATION, HIMACHAL PRADESH
o NOmICE

1.  Commanding Officer, Corps Signal Regiment, PIN-9168009, Clo 56 APO on behalf of Station Commander,
Yol Military Station invites applications from individuals for running various shops at Rising Star Suvidha Plaza,
Yol Military Station. Praference will be given to war widow/ widows of defence personal killed while on duty /
disabled soldiers and spouses/widow of ex-servicemen and ex-servicemen. Shops to ba leased out are as out are
as follows -

Sr. | Shop | TypeOfSho Areain | Shoptobe " h ? ’21 A d 30 / G tJ t 1 D . St d
AR 1 In 9 Kids Got No Vaccine In '19- nd 30% Got Just 1 Dose: Stuay
efiect from
fay @ 16 Magazines & Stationary Shop 13.774 01 Jun 2024 Rema.Nagarajan@timesgroup.com o = interventions to improve pro-
) | 17 | AmySiore 49817 | 01Jun2024 Zero-dose prevalence in major states/UTs  cramme performance and advo-
I I : [ 01 fun ore than one in nine eligi- = cacy,” stated the paper. Measles
:;]h ! zgi ﬂjﬁiﬁ:&gﬁ ;3225 ' Ejl ::E: igij \’1 hle children nationally did % of zero-dose children outhreaks were reported in 2022
— . . ' - L not receive any dose of the uttar Pradesh O s from several districts of Maha-
(e) | 30A ED;;:E SEE“"’:’ES' Transparter, Packers 1961 | 02l measles vaceine in the 2019-21 pe- rashtra, Bihar, Gujarat, Harya-
: e - riod and nearly 30% received just Maharashira e |5 na, Jharkhand, Kerala and Delhi,
() | 338 | Grocery&Confectionery cctie. | Oldme onedose. This worrying fact came assam [ 14 and measles-related deaths were
fg) | 42 Optician 18.757 | 01Jun2024 to light after frequent outbreaks ! also recorded subsequently.
(h) | 43 Cloth items |/ Ready Made Garments 28737 | 01Jun2024 | of measles post-Covid prompted Bihar [ 13 With humans being the only
() | 63 | FrozenFood/FastFood 35033 | 01Jun2024 researchers from the health min- Haryana [ 13 reservoirfor the measles virusand

2. Applications forms can be obtained from Rising Star Suvidha Plaza al a cost of Rs. 100/- duly completed istry’s ilI]I?'IlllliEﬂﬁE_!H dli'h’iEiDﬂ. Tamil Nadu B8 5 no ﬂDCleEIIﬂE{l :Eﬁ-"ldE?‘ﬂ}? of
application forms have to be submitted in the application box kept in Nabha Gat, Yol Military Station by 23 Banaras Hindu University and e . asymptomatic carriers, it is be-

May, 2024, Date for opening of bid will be 25 May 2024. Dale of auction will be inimated separately. the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun- West Bengal | 5 iy, O lieved it can be eliminated. In 2017,

3. Terms & Conditions - {a) Gontract for Initial allotement of shop would be eleven months which can be dation to take a closer look at vac- Odisha 5 - India adopted the ‘National Strate-
g ey LAG (s A sk 1y st v | | ciuation dats: froms the Nerionai, |88 | = eic Plan for Achieving and Sus
rebate should be paid. (c) Monthiy rebate will ba .rene'-'.ﬂd annually. Family HEELH}_I Survm (NFHS:5). Himachal Pradesh 9 FammgﬂMe&gles and Ruhe]la Elim-

4. Queriesifanywill be entertained on mobile number 8290476121 In some districts in Uttar Pra- Delhi, J&K B ination’, In 5‘*9?’[ EI]_EE_.IIIIIZ’EI_.‘:!_ adopt-
desh, with high number of births, oo g ed a roadmap for eliminating mea-

Cabinet Secretariat Department
(Directorate of Aviation)
Patna Airport, Patna — 800014

TEL. No:- 0612-2225650, 2224423, Fax 0612 2224614, e-mail-cadbihar@bihar.gov.in
Letter. No: CBN{Misc.)-05-32/2022- 374 Patna

CORRIGENDUM

(PR.NO.011352 (Cabinet)/2023-24, 014467 (Cabinet Secretariat)/2023-24,
015569 (Cabinet Secretariat) 2023-24, 016500 (CSD) 2023-24, 018710
(CSD) 2023-24 & 000045 (Cabinet) 2024-25)

CHANGE IN LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF EOI

With reference to our Expression of Interest (EQI) Ref No.-
PR.NO.011352 (Cabinet)/2023-24 published on date 05.11.2023 for
Purchasing a brand new Twin Turbine Engine Helicopter.
Due to unavoidable Circumstances:-

We hereby revise last date of submission of Expression of Interest
(EOI) to 05.06.2024 at 05:00 PM.

Participants are requested to contact Director, Directorate of
Aviation (8757894141).

Alternatively, interested and qualified agencies may send their
queries through mail cadbihar@bihar.gov.in.
For detailed notification or further updates, kindly visit the following
website; www.state.bihar.gov.in/csd

Other terms and conditions of the tender published in
PR.NO.011352 (Cabinet)/2023-24 will remain unchanged.
This bears approval of the Add. Chief Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat
Department.

This information is available on website state,bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

also

(Nishith Verma)

PR. No.0DOG35 [Cabinet) 2024-25 Director

aread 3m[ fFafEs 2024— Ade & 9eER, fIer & 3OR

Cabinet Secretariat Department

prevalence of zero-dose children
was as high as 34.2% in Prayvagraj
and 32.2% in Hapur. In almost all
northeastern states, zero-dose
prevalence was roughly 25%.

In a paper published in the
journal Vaccine, the researchers
investigated dose-wise measles
vaccination coverage and ex-
plored gaps in immunization fo-
cusing on zero-dose, one-dose, and
two-dose coverage among children
aged 24-35 months. The study ana-
lysed information from 43,864 chil-
dren taking into account socio-de-
mographic variables such as birth
order;, wealth quintile, gender, so-
cial group, religion, residence,
mother education, delivery-relat-
ed factors, and media exposure.

The study noted that a signifi-

3 kids drown while
bathing in Ganga

Agra: Three class 5 students
drowned while bathing in the
Ganga near Kadarganj Gan-
ga Ghat in UP's Kasganj dis-
trict, police said Wednesday;
reports Deepak Lavania.
The deceased had the day off
due to LS elections Tuesday.
Construction work at Nar-
ora Dam has led to sand ex-
traction, resulting in forma-
tion of deep pits in the river-
bed. The kids may have gotten
trapped in these, sources said.

E-Tender Notice No.: 46/'W-2/APDJ,
Dated: 03-05-2024 E-Tender are invited

ENGINEERING WORKS IN

ALIPURDUAR JUNCTION

cant percentageof childrenreceiv-
ing zero doses signalled a concern-
ing gap in immunization coverage.
The analysis showed considerable
variations between states and dis-
tricts in zero-dose prevalence.
Even within a state, there were sig-
nificant differences at the district
level. For instance, in Arunachal
Pradesh, West Siang district had
the highest prevalence of children
classified as zero-dose cases,
49.6% , while Lower Dibang Valley
district had 2.8%. Another major
cluster region was in UP where
Prayagraj and Banda districts had
3.2% and 32.2% respectively,
while in Hapur and Etawah 2.6%
and 2.1% were zero-dose children.
The analysis found children
with higher birth orders and those

from the poorest wealth quintile
exhibited a higher percentage of
zero doses. Mothers with lower
levels of education showed in-
creased odds of having zero-dose
measles children. Additionally
mothers with limited media expo-
sure demonstrated a higher prob-
ability of their children having a
zero-dose status for measles.
“Measles outbreak is consid-
ered anearly warningsignforim-
munization programmes and can
be effectively used as a signal for
tracing missed and dropout chil-
dren and overall systems streng-
thening. It is an ideal tracer as
measles outbreaks visibly signal
clusters with suboptimal immu-
nization service delivery and can
drive prioritisation of targeted

sles and rubella. There is an
urgency to reach at least 95% cov-
erage for both doses of measles
vaccine as unvaccinated (zero-
dose)children “pose an immediate
health risk, amplify disease trans-
mission, and act as a barrier to the
measles elimination goal”.

“With consistent efforts, the
country aims to catch up on the
immunization gaps and vaccinate
dropped-out and left-out children
this year through Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush (IMI) 5.0 cam-
paigns. So far six phases of Inten-
sified Mission Indradhanush
(IMI) have been conducted from
2017 to 2022 with a focus on mea-
slesrubella (MR)elimination vac-
cinating approximately 1.9 mil-
lion children,” stated the paper.

Foreigners having vl eyeon ndias

territorial integrity a big red line: Envoy

pContinued fromP1

jay Verma also warned that
Sikh groups in Canada who call
for the separation of their home-
land from India are crossing “abig
red line” that New Delhi sees as a
matter of national security.
“Indians will decide the fate of
India, not the foreigners,” Verma
told the Montreal Council on For-
eign Relations, a prominent think-
tank. He also told the Council that
relations between India and Cana-
da are positive overall despite “a
lot of noise”. Verma also said that

]’ndian high commissioner San-

wearedoing that,” he said.
Vermasaid the deeper problems
underneath the recent “negative”
developments have to do with Cana-
da’s misunderstanding of “dec-
ades-old issues,” which he blames
Canadians of Indian origin for re-
surfacing. He said his chief con-
cern is “national-security threats
emanating from the land of Cana-
da,” noting that India does not rec-
ognise dual nationality, so anvone
who emigrates is considered a for-
eigner. “Foreigners having, if [ can
call it, (an)evil eyve on the territorial
integrity of India—that isabigred
lineforus,” hesaid. He did not spec-

more broadly, the report said.

On Tuesday, India told Canada
in a statement that celebration
and glorification of violence
should not be a part of any civil-
ised society. Democratic countries
which respect the rule of law
should not allow intimidation by
radical elements in the name of
freedom of expression. Verma al-
s0 mentioned “so many positive
things"” happening in the relation-
ship between India and Canada.

He noted the annual value of
two-way trade is 26 billion Cana-
dian dollars, and in the past 11
months, there hasbeena 75% jump

by the undersigned for the following works;
Tender No.: 12-AP-lll- 2024; Name of
Work: Provision of High level Platfrom
at Hamiltonganj, Garopara, Madarihat,
Kalchini & Raja Bhat Khawa under the
jurisdiction of DEN/IN/Alipurduar
Junction. Tender Value:
¥6,53,25 872 55 Earnest Money :
476,600/, Date & time of closing of
tender at 13:00 hrs. and opening at 15:00
hrs, on 28-05-2024. For details please visit
in the wabsite http:/lwww.ireps.gov.in.

DRM{W), Alipurduar Junction

0 NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Senving Customors Wilh A4 Smile

(Directorate of Aviation)
Patna Airport, Patna - 800014
TEL. No:- 0612-2225659, 2224423, Fax 0612 2224614, e-mail-cadbihar@bihar.gov.in
Letter. No: CBN{Misc.)-05-32/2022- 373

CORRIGENDUM

(PR.NO.-011354 (Cabinet)/2023-24, 014468 (Cabinet Secretariat)/2023-24,
015571 (Cabinet Secretariat) 2023-24, 016501 (CSD) 2023-24, 018711
(CSD) 2023-24 & 000044 (Cabinet) 2024-25)

CHANGE IN LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF EOI

With reference to our Expression of Interest (EOI) Ref. No.-
PR.NO.011354 (Cabinet)/2023-24 published on date 05.11.2023 for
Purchasing a brand new Twin Turbine Engine Aircraft,

Due to unavoidable Circumstances:-

We hereby revise last date of submission of Expression of Interest (EQI)
t005.06.2024 at 05:00 PM.

Participants are requested to contact Director, Directorate of Aviation
(8757894141).

Alternatively, interested and qualified agencies may send their queries
through mail cadbihar@bihar.gov.in.

For detailed notification or further updates, kindly visit the following
website; www.state.bihar.gov.in/csd

Other terms and conditions of the tender published in PR.INOC.011354
(Cabinet)/2023-24 will remain unchanged.

This bears approval of the Add. Chief Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat
Department.
This information is available on website state.bihar.gov.infprdbihar

the twocountriesare “trying tore-
solve this issue.” “We are ready to
sit down at the table any day, and

Appeal for Identification

General Public is hereby informed that
a male dead body Name: Dinesh
Sharma, Slo Sh. Pratibhan, Rlo:
Unknown, Age: About 75 years,
Height: 53", Complexion : Wheatish,
Built: Thin, Face: Oval, Wearing :
Blue Color Pant & White Color With
.| Black Strip/Check Shirt he was found
near D.C. Revenue Office Kirpa

Naryan Marg, Civil Lines, Delhi on 04.05.2024. In this
regard a DD No.48A, dated 04.05.2024 has been lodged at
PS Civil Lines, Delhi,

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
information about this person but no clue has come to light so
far.

Any, person having any information or clue about this
person may kindly inform to the following. SHO

P.S., Civil Lines, Delhi
peisae7iNeoze  Ph.: 011-23815444, 8750870127

in Canadian lentil exports and a
21% increase In Indian-prepared
medicines reaching Canada.

ify whether he was referring to for-
eigners being involved in the Nijjar
case or theissueof Sikhseparatism

Regular intake of
protein powders
not advised: NIN

Hvderabad: Dietary guidelines revised by
National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) after a
hiatus of 13 vears said protein supplements
are best avoided as the benefits are not com-
mensurate with risks, reports U Sudhakar-
reddy. Protein powders are made from eggs,
dairv millk, or plant sources such as soybeans,
peas, and rice. “Protein powders may also con-
tain added sugars, non-caloric sweeteners,
and additives such as artificial flavouring,
hence, are not advisable for regular consump-
tion. Proteins rich in branched-chain amino
acids may increase the risk of non-communi-
cable diseases. Consuming high levels of pro-
tein, especially in the form of supplement
powders, istherefore notadvisable,” NIN said.

Research findings indicate dietary protein
supplementation is associated with only a
small increase in muscle strength and size
during prolonged resistanceexercisetraining
(RET) in healthy adults. Protein intake levels
greater than 1.6g/kg body weight/day do not
contribute further to RET-induced gains.

“A significant proportion of children suf-
fer from impaired nutritional status. Concur-
rently, there is a rising prevalence of over-
weight and obesity, ereating a dual burden of
malnutrition where both under-nutrition and
obesity coexist within the same communities
and households. Estimates show 56.4% of the
total disease burden in India is due to un-
healthy diets. Healthy diets and physical activ-
ity can reduce a substantial proportion of cor-
onary heart disease and hypertension, and
prevent upto80% of type 2diabetes,” said NIN
director Drr Hemalatha R, chairperson of the
committee that formulated the guidelines,

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
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S e

@  ETENDERNOTICE
Tender Notice No: PCMM/CLW/HWH/E-
Procurement/24/27 Dated: 04052024,
PCMMCLW/HWH on behal Fof the Presalent
of India mvates electronic bids from esiablished
reliable manufacturer for supply of the
followings, The following E-Tender's is/are
for supply of materials for manufaciure of
Electric Locomodive. The Prospective’ likely
suppliers are requested w look up the websie
www.ireps.gov.in for detalled instructions.
These are E-Tenders only electromc offier bids
shall be accepted. 51, No.: Tender No.:
Description of Stores: Quantity; Due
On; Tender Cast are as follows: |124]:
29243572; PU Paints & Thinner for painfing
of Mational Flag on all Locomotives as per
Specn. No, M&ECPON 1002018 or Intest; As
per tender/documents; 28052024, T D0,
[125]); 3241191 C; Complete Auxiliary Cubicle
HB2 Along With All Equipments and Cabling
for WAG-OHC As Per Spec No, CLW/ES/Y
(92 As per tenderdocuments; 29052024,
T L0, [126]; 31241191 B; Complete Auxiliary
Cubicle HB-1 Along with All Equipments and
Cabling for WAG-9HC Loon As Per Spec. Mo
CLWESSTH9UH; As per tenderdocunsents:
27/05/2024; T 0.00, [127); J1241191D;
Complete Filter Cubicle Along With All
Egquipments and Cabling For WAG-SHC Loco
As Per Speen. Mo, CLW! ES/50195°A0-H; As
per tender/documentsy 0300/ 2024; T 000,

[PR1-4109] FCMMACLWHOWRAH

also

Director
PR. No.000636 (Cabinet] 2024-25 (Nishith Verma)

a1 A fafe[ 2024 Ade™ &1 9eEdER, f[Er & a9OR
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rdodlosio FlaET Wedi—a1 YulwEeyR /2023—24 & FAa® Toa@o Ho—020063
(BCD) 2023—24 &, forra weme "R v = 4 f§-1Te—16.03.2024 &7 230
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APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

.

General public is hereby informed that an
unidentified male (depicted in the photo) name
unknown, residence and family is unknown
was found dead at Main Hall, Pahar Ganj Side,
Bag Scanner Machine No. 2, New Delhi
Railway Station on 06.05.2024 at 09:50 AM.
In this regard a DD No. 21-A, Uis 174 CrPC,
dated 06.05.2024 has been lodged at PS New
Delhi Railway Station, Delhi. The Dead body
has been preserved in LHMC Hospital Mortuary
for 72 hrs. for |dentification. His physical description is as under:

Sex: Male, Age: 28-30 years, Height: 5' 8" ft., Complexion: Wheatish,
Face: Long, Built: Thin, ID Marks: “&" tattoo on behind right hand,
Wearing: Red colour T-Shirt and blue colour lower and barefoot.

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased

may kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address or
telephone numbers:-
SHO

PS: New Delhi Rly. Stn., Delhi
Ph.: 011-23744073
Mob.: 8750871305

DP/5472/Rly/2024

Like us on: www.facebook.com/elwrailways

iy

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
i *"’“-.I, OPEN GLOBAL o=
== E-TENDERNOTICE ™~
No. COS/CRJ/PUB/e-Tender/
19/0162 Date: 03/05/2024, The
following e-Tenders can be accessed
under the link www.ireps.gov.in.
(flers lor such e-Tender can be
submitted only electronically by
aceessing the link www.ireps.gov.in

» login —+ E-Tender Stores/

Website: http://cbi.nic.in

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in

Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641
Fax No.: 011-24368639

No circular issued on
ironed clothes; CSIR

UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

feeTF—16.05.2024 W [S-1T5-06,06 2024
thl 300 & FHYD T

TH A a9 HI0 TF Supply. Vendors may also contact P .
| bl _ . clarification regarding particular 2 : : sual of a campaign “Wrinkles Achhe Hain’',
g | PIEET (RO 412) W | FEAD-2005.2024 B0 | e v vy Y 3130 9D tender or IREPS related information| | R@ja Harish Chandra hospital dated posted by one of its institutes, it clarified on X
raﬁrfmrqﬁ;i i?EF % :'_h“’j:lj e if any, Dy.CMM/HQ/CLW/| {05.05.2024. During the treatment Wecdnesday that it has not issued any order to
5 T '\;q.i!il{u ki::';-'ln ' it dre Frarga @ gvEm Chittaranjan, 0341-2525594 or| | declared dead byr doctor. In the regard its labs to refrain from wearing ironed clothes.

SMM/CON/HQ, 0341-2535631.
Office Address: Office of the
PCMM /CLW/Chittaranjan. SI. Ne.:
[1]. Tender No,:75231038A. Brief
Description of Item: Set of Lock
Mut All Steel as per Specification No:
- CLW/MS/3/089 [Rev-1 April 2007

On May 7, CSIR-NIScPR posted on X that
“join CSIR's #WAHMondayscampaign and
say #WrinklesAccheHain. Wear yvour non-
ironed clothesevery Monday Let’s iron out cli-
mate change, not our clothes!” Along with the
tweet, it also posted a campaign logo, saying,
“WAH Mondays @CSIR ‘Wrinkles Achhe

DD No. 31A dated 05.05.2024 has
been lodged in P.S. Kashmiri Gate,
Delhi. The description of the dead
body is given as under Name: Mamta, | |
W/o: Unknown, R/o-Unknown, Age: 60 years,
Height: 5’1", Complexion: Fair, ID Mark: Tatto on left

) T 525042024 T 3
00 WG TR BT e
8 O e 3
HETRTR @ WAl |
AL, Ha

R HaR 6l -’l1ln'-lil:"|"-l|

(i) ETF—22.052024 9T 3.00 99 HHET
GO 1 e W i e e G T A
T T |
T, e A

R O e |

firdTe #ifen = fafa w9
& T

i) feeTii—27.05.2024 1 300 T NUNE

e ] FTar | or latest consisting of 03 items 356 “ " T - Hain'. Let's wear unironed clothes on Mon-
7| ufemr frem 0 f s ::ﬂft B | Jaemge (www.eproe2 bihareov.in ) Nos. (As per set details attached). ;ﬂr’:gaﬂrge {E"g?fui%; al:,:slewearmg. White colour Saree days. A a‘emipd{-ﬂ't{x S:_fwe Ene_rgy: Be Elwm:-rt
O T . _ , [Warranty Period: 72 Months after ] ' _ ment Conscious & Fight Climate Change.
B. Pl wfir s | T hareeniny | THTEE (wwweproc2 bihar.gov.in ) the date of delivery]. Quantity:| |Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace The X post has not been removed.
) FefereT aeren @) e | 120 15w 120 1o 24.00 Set. Earnest Money Deposit: | |out the dead female person but no clue has come to CSIR Wednesday said, *“With regard to cer-

tain news reports, CSIR wishes to clarify that
No CIRCULAR or OFFICIAL ORDER has
been issued by CSIR HQ to its labs asking staff
to refrain from wearing ironed clothes.” Tun

0.00 (INRMO.OO (USD). Tender
Closing Date & Time (IST):
05/06/2024 at 11:00 AM.

PROMAG  PCMMACLW/Chittaranjan

light so far. If any one having any information about this
dead female person please inform undersigned. SHO

P.S. Kashmiri Gate, Delhi
Ph. : 011-23962210, 9599879034

sy wft o wermad w2 | ehIefaTeseh JTfedr,
PR- 000628 ( BCD ) 2024-25 Hdol GHSE, HoTddbhigl
SIFEHT 31TH A= 2024- BIE Adear4 52

DP/5431/N/2024

Like us on : www.facehook.com/clwrailways
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Decade after killing, court set

to rule on rationalist’s murder

More than 10 years after Narendra Dabholkar’s killing, a court is
expected to soon give its verdict on whether five men arrested are
guilty. The verdict could have a bearing on three other killings

Alka.Dhupkar
@timesgroup.com

oust 20, 2013, 68-year-

./ old doctor Narendra
Dabholkar was on his morn-
ing walk and had just reached
the VR Shinde bridge in
Pune, Two men on a motorey-
cle stopped near him.

The two men are believed
to have pulled out coun-
try-made pistols and shot at
him three times at close range,
once in the head. The doctor
collapsed and died almost in-
stantly T'wosweepers from the
civie body, who were present
atthe bridge, saw the two men
get on the motorcycle after the
shooting and drive off.

According to investigators,
the assailants handed over the
motoreyvele to a third individ-
ual at a location where there
wereno CCTV cameras. They
then caught a bus and fled to
Aurangabad, now renamed
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar:

The trial of five men for the
killing of rationalist Dr Nar-
endra Dabholkar is set toend
on May 10with a court in Pune
expected to pronounce its ver-
dict. The killing was viewed
asone of multiple murders of
individuals who were popular
rationalists, and were per-
celved to be anti-Hindu by
some. The three others target-
ed were CPI member Govind
Pansare and academic MM
Kalburgi in 2015, and journal-
ist Gauri Lankesh in 2017.

Dabholkar was founder of
Maharashtra Andhashrad-
dha Nirmulan Samiti (rough-
Iy translates to organisation
for the elimination of super-
stition in Maharashtra).

The night before he was
killed, Dabholkar had re-
turned from Mumbai where
he had been pressing fora law
to eradicate human sacrifice
and black magic. He had been
seeking the creation of a law
for over 15 years.

During his 40 yvears of so0-
cial work, Dabholkar was at-
tacked and threatened multi-
ple times, but he had refused
to accept police protection.
His work, and the demand for
the new law, were viewed as
being anti-Hindu and an at-
tack on Hindu religious prac-
tices. The law was passed in
2013, after his Killing.

The probe was monitored
by Bombay high courtand two
judeges presided over the trial.
The case was probed by two
investigating agencies. The
weapons and the motorcyele

( n the morning of Au-

THE MAN WHO STOOD FOR SCIENCE

> Narendra Dabholkar
practiced medicine for

12 years before taking up
social work in the 1980s,
inspired by social reformer
B Premanand

» Authored more than 40
books that were translated
into multiple languages

» Conducted seminars in
schools against beliefs in
black magic and to spread
awareness about science

» Challenges to religious

figures like Sathya Sai Baha

and others to prove their
unscientific claims earned
social acclaim

» Started organisation
‘Parivartan’ with wife Shaila
Dabholkar; helps people
with alcohol and drug
de-addiction as well as
mental health problems

used for the murder haven't

been found despite multiple
agencies being involved.

A misstep to start with
Five members of the Goa-head-
quartered Hindu group Sana-
tan Sanstha are accused of
orchestrating the murder and
destruction of evidence.

A special investigation
team (SIT) - which included
the Pune police, Maharashtra
police, and anti-terrorism
squad (ATS) - was formed to
catch the culprits.

Five months after the mur-
der, in June 2014, Pune police
arrested arms dealer 24-vear-
old Manish Nagori and
22.yvear-old aide Vikas Khan-
delwal. The police claimed to
have found a gun they said
was used to commit the mur-
der. When produced before
court, Nagori claimed the
then ATS chief Rakesh Maria
offered them Rs 25 lakh to
confess to the murder.

However, the police case
fell flat after Pansare was mur-
dered in 2015, allegedly witha
oun that matched the one used
in the Dabholkar case, After
the police failed to file a
chargesheet in the stipulated
time, Nagori and Khandelwal
were released on bail.

Forensic reports later con-
cluded that the gun used to
kill Dabholkar was used in
the Pansare murder as well.
Another gun also used in the
killing of Pansare was said to
have been used to kill Kalbur-
gi in Dharwad and Lankesh
in Bengaluru in 2017,

Turning to the netherworld
to solve a murder

After sifting through millions
of phone numbers, 32 police

THE THREE OTHER
MURDERS

Dr Govind Pansare | 82
Member of CPl and
labour union leader,

he was shot at

his residence in
Maharashtra's Kolhapur
on Feb 20, 2015. He
succumbed to injuries

Prof MM Kalburgi | 77
The academic was shot
dead at his residence in
Karnataka's Dharwad

on Aug 30, 2015. He had
retired as VC of Kannada
University in Hampi

Gauri Lankesh | 55
The editor of Lankesh
Patrike was shot dead
outside her residence

in Bengaluru on

Sept 5, 2017. She was
an outspoken critic of
right-wing politics and a
champion of Dalit, tribal
and minorities’ rights

teams failled to make any
headway after a year.

Journalist Ashish Khetan
reported how Pune police
hired retired police officers for
the probe, who allegedly tried
touse occult practices to com-
municate with Dabholkar’s
soul to know the sequence of
the murder. Ironically while
he was alive, the rationalist
was opposed to such practices,
Following the revelations, the
Pune police commissioner
was transferred.

CBI takes over

RTI activist Ketan Tirodkar
filed a petition in Bombay HC
in 2014, demanding the probe
be given to CBI. Despite the

initial objections of the Dab-
holkar family, the probe was
transferred to the agency,

However, the same yvear
BJP took office and the agency
struggled to obtain adminis-
trative and personnel assis-
tance from the state govern-
ment for the investigation.
Bombay HC, which was super-
vising the probe, made multi-
ple strong remarks about the
lack of progress. In June 2016,
CBI arrested Tawde.

CBI initially named two
other individuals from Sana-
tan Sanstha —wanted in anoth-
er blast case — as the alleged
shooters, In a supplementary
chargesheet in 2018, the agen-
cy alleged the shooters were
Kalsakar and Andure.

How an arms haul led to
the alleged killers
In 2018, when Maharashtra
ATS raided the residence of
Sanatan Sanstha member
Vaibhav Raut in Nalasopa-
ra, on the outskirts of Mum-
bai, they found crude bombs
and other material for mak-
ing bombs. Raut — and two
of his aides Andure and
Kalaskar - were arrested.
During interrogation, An-
dure and Kalaskar allegedly
confessed to their involve-
ment in Dabholkar’s murder:
At least 10 other accused in
the Nalasopara arms haul
were accused of being in-
volved in the four murders,
For instance, Amol Kale, a
former convener of Sanatan
Sanstha and a leader of Hindu
Janjagriti Samiti, is an ac-
cused and alleged kev conspir-
ator in both the Pansare and
Lankesh murder cases, Bharat
Kurne, another memberof the
group, is an accused in the
same cases. Police said mem-
bers of the group were plan-
ning a blast at the 2017 Sun-
burn music festival in Pune.

The motive
The chargesheets say Dabhol-
kar and three others were
targeted because they were
seen as a hurdle in the cre-
ation of a theocratic state, or
a Hindu Rashtra. The victims’
views on superstition, ratio-
nalism and secularism -
which were frequently ex-
pressed in articles and speech-
es — were not appreciated by
Sanatan Sanstha members.
Chargesheets filed by
three separate agencies - CBI,
a Karnataka SIT and the Ma-
harashtra SIT — concur that
the murders of the four indi-
viduals were connected.

Money saved through zero or
low-interest loans taxable: SC

Junks Pleas Of Bank Staff Challenging Provisions Of I-T Act

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Inasetback toem-
ployvees of public sector banks,
Supreme Court has ruled that
money saved by availing inter-
est-free or low-interest loans
from their employer would be
liable to be taxed as it upheld
the validity of Section 17(2)vi-
11} of the Income Tax Act and
3(7)1)of I-T Rules.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
pronounced theruling on Tues-
day while dismissing petitions

istock

The benefit enjoyed by bank employees is in the nature of a ‘perguisite’,
and hence is liable to taxation, Supreme Court said

As per the Rule, when a

fringe benefit or amenity’ for

“We are of the opinion that
the enactment of subordinate
legislation for levying tax on
interest free/concessional
loans as a fringe benefit is
within the rulemaking power
under Section 17(2)viii) of the
Act. Section 17(2Xviii) itself,
and the enactment of Rule 3(7)
() isnotacaseof excessivedel-
egation and falls within the pa-
rameters of permissible dele-
gation,” it said. “Section 17(2)
clearly delineates the legisla-
tive policy and lays down stan-
dards for the rule-making au-
thority. Accordingly, Rule 3(7)

filed by All India Bank Officers’
Confederation and a batch of
appeals filed by staff unions
and officers’ associations of se-
veral banks, who had challen-
ged the validity of the provisio-
nsof thel-T Actand itsrules.

“The benefit enjoved by
bank employees is a unigue
benefit/advantage enjoyed by
them. It is in the nature of a
‘perquisite’, and hence is liable
to taxation,” the bench said.

bank employee avails a zero-
interest or concessional loan,
the amount he saved annually
when compared to the amount
paid by an ordinary person by
taking a loan of same amount
from SBI that attracts market
rate of interest, would be lia-
ble for income tax.
Writing the judgment, Jus-
tice Khanna said the value of
interest-free or concessional
loans is to be treated as ‘other

being taxed as perquisite.

“Perquisite is afringe bene-
fit attached to the post held by
the emplovee unlike ‘profit in
lieu of salary’, which is a re-
ward or recompense for pastor
future service, It is incidental
to employment and in excess
of or inaddition to the salary. It
1sanadvantage or benefit given
becauseof employment, which
otherwise would not

available,’

"the bench said.

be

(1) is intra vires Section 17(2)
(viil)of the Act,” the SC said.
Justices Khanna and Datta
said, “Rule 3(7)1) posits SBI's
rate of interest, thatisthe PLR,
asthe benchmark todetermine
thevalueof benefittotheasses-
see incomparison totherateof
interest charged by other indi-
vidual banks. Fixation of SBI's
rate of interest as benchmark
is neither an arbitrary nor un-
equal exercise of power.”

Stopped producing Covishield in

3rd terrorist

Bengal counters Centre in SC, says CBI
can't conduct probe sans state consent

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Countering Cen-
tre’s stand that it wields no
power over CBIwhichisanin-
dependent agency, West Ben-
gal govt on Wednesday told
Supreme Court that Delhi
Special Police Establishment
Act, under which the agency
was formed specifically says
that its superintendence shall
vest in central govt inall cases
exceptthoserelatedtocorrup-
tion and contended CBI probe
can't be ordered in the state
without its consent.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal

told a bench of Justices B R Ga-

val and Sandeep Mehta that
Sections 4 and 5 of the Act con-
fer the power pertaining to su-
perintendence and jurisdic-
tion of agency to the Centre.
“Centre has no jurisdic-
tion to allow its investigating
agency to come in my state

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Rain god is not the
answer, take steps to
douse wildfires: SC

10 ‘negligent’ forest
staffers suspended

Pankul.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: Supreme Court,
while hearing a plea filed by

The Centre told the court that it
wields no power over CBI as it is
an independent agency

TRE .t

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

against my consent. Such an
act
would be an encroachment on
the rights and jurisdiction of
the state and its police. It
would be constitutional over-
reach and exceeding of juris-
diction and would destroy the
federal structure of the coun-
try," Sibal said.

is unconstitutional. It

The lawyer referred to var-

ious sections of Delhi Special

Police Establishment Act to
make a point that the Centre
controls CBI but clarified that
role of the Centre is only upto
the registration of case but
not investigation and probe
was not influenced by it.
Reading Section 4 of the
Act, he said the superintend-
ence of the Delhi Special Po-
lice Establishment in sofaras
it relates to investigation of
offencesunder the Prevention
of Corruption Act shall vest
in Central Vigilance Commis-
sion but the superintendence
in all other matters shall vest
in the central govt. He said
section 5 empowers Centre to
extend the powers and juris-
dictionof CBltoany area.
Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta reiterated that original
suit filed by the state under Ar-
ticle131of Constitution against
it to not allow CBI probe was
not maintainable and is an
abuse of legal process. He said

that article 131 could be invoked
only in case of inter-govern-
ments dispute and the griev-
ance of the state was against
CBl and not the Union.

The court, after hearing
both the warring sides, re-
served its order on maintaina-
bility of suit and said that it
would deliver the verdict after
summer vacation.

The Centre had earlier sub-
mitted that the suit was inher-
ently not maintainable at all.
“The Union and DoPT have
nothing to do with registration
of casesbhy CBI, probe and pros-
ecution of a case. We do not
have administrativeand super-
visory power over. [ cannot tell
the agency on registration of
cases or how to investigate or
whether to file closure reports
or chargesheet, [t is a separate
statutory entity, supervised by
another statutory body CVC,”
Mehta had submitted, adding
that CBIl isnot alimb of govt.
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File No. IC-MG-MMLT -HUK-2024

Holambi Kalan, Celhi Division.
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Deini Division, Morthern Raillway invites 'Expression of Interest’ for providing value
added facilities/services at proposed "World class multi modal logistics terminal’ at

The detailed information regarding EOI is available on the official website of
Morthern Railways i.e. www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in Last date for submigsion of

EOIis upto 16.00 Hrs on 10/05/2024
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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SHORT E-TENDER NOTICE

Arreit piakataay

Date: 07.05.2024

Times News NETwWORK

Dec "21: SII after Astra%eneca recall

New Delhi: UK-based drug
major AstraZeneca’s deci-
sion to withdraw its Covid-19
vaccine globally, days after
admitting to side effects,
prompted Serum Institute of
India to disclose that it had
stopped manufacturing Cov-
ishield in Dec 2021 due to a
fall in demand as well as the
emergence of new variants.

“With India achieving
high waccination rates in
2021 and 2022, coupled with
the emergence of new muta-
nt variant strains, the de-
mand for previous vaccines
diminished significantly
Consequently, since Dec 2021,
we have stopped the manu-
facture and supply of addi-
tional doses of Covishield,”
said a SII spokesperson.

The global drug giant
had recently admitted to
Vaxzervria causing Throm-
bosis with Thrombocytope-
nia(TTS)in very rare cases.

New milk shake? Amul now eyes MP brand

IStOCk

Ankur.Sirothia
@timesgroup.com

Bhopal: Amul is in talks for
apossible takeover of Sanchi
Dairy — a brand as familiar
to Madhyva Pradesh homes as
Nandini in Karnataka, and
justasemotive.

The BJP-led MP govt
wants to adopt the Gujarat-
based Amul-like model for
Sanchi in MPE sources told
TOI, adding that whether
Amul will ‘assist’ Sanchi to
increase its base in MP or
take it over will be decided
soon after Lok Sabha polls.

MP govt feels it will be
beneficial for the state’s
dairy farmers. Principal sec-

With the emergence of new
mutant variant strains, the
demand for previous vaccines
fell significantly, Sl said

Covishield accounted for
nearly 80% of Covid-19 vac-
cine doses administered in
India. AstraZeneca said its
decision to withdraw mar-
keting authorisation of Vax-
zevria was due to a “surplus
of available updated wvac-
cines” since the pandemic.

The SII spokesperson
gaid the company fully un-
derstood the ongoing con-
cerns. © We have disclosed
all rare to very rare side ef-
fects, including Thrombo-
sis with TTS, in the packag-

Whether Amul will *assist’ Sanchi
to boost its base in MP or take it
over will be decided after polls

retary of animal husbandry
and dairy department, Gul-
shan Bamra, told TOI, “A de-
cision on Amul’s role in MP
for the benefit of milk-pro-

ing insert in 2021,” the spo-
kesperson said.

TTS refers to the forma-
tion of blood clots with low
platelet counts. The condi-
tion is rare but is usually se-
rious, particularly when the
blood elot happens in major
vessels, say doctors,

The epidemiclogic data
on TTS among Indians isnot
known but in the UK, re-
searchers have found 24
cases of TTS per lakh vac-
cines. “As the number of
cases are small, studies face
challenges in establishing
risk factors. However, the UK
study found that male gen-
der and age above 65 years
put people at higher risk of
TTS . Moreover, chronic dis-
eases of heart, kidney, liver,
neurclogical diseases and
cancer were found to place
such affected persons at
higher risk of developing
TTS,” Dr Kameshwar Pra-
sad, former head of neurolo-
gy at AIIMS told TOT.

killed on Day 3
of Kulgam op

Srinagar: Security forces
gunneddownaterroristholed
upinahouse inJ&K's Kulgam
district in a shootout that en-
tered its third day on Wednes-
day, following the killing of
banned outfit The Resistance
Foree's (TRF) “area com-
mander” Basit Dar along with
an unidentified associate the
day before, reports Saleem
Pandit. The third slain ter-
rorist hasn't been identified
till last reports came in.

According to a police offi-
cer, the gunfight began on Mon-
day after security forces sur-
rounded a house in Redwani lo-
cality of Kulgam. Although the
operation was temporarily sus-
pended at night, it resumed on
Tuesday inanefforttoflush out
the hiding terrorists.

Dar was among those
gunned down . He was alleged-
Iy involved in a dozen murders,
particularly targeted killings,
over the past two vears. NIA
had announced a bounty of
Rs10lakh on his head.

ducing farmers will be decid-
ed by govt soon.”

SinceJanthis vear, sever-
al rounds of discussions
have taken place between the
animal husbandry depart-
ment and Amul on this. Offi-
cials said Amul is keen on a
takeover and merger of San-
chi with Amul. However,
govt is wary of a Karnataka-
kind Amul vs Nandini battle
that turned into an explosive
political issue during the as-
sembly polls there around
this time last vear.

On Jan 10 this vear, MP
chief minister Mohan Yadav
took part in a joint
meeting of Sanchiand Amul
in Ahmedabad to ensure pro-

curement of milk from milk
producers of MP and help
dairy farmers’ interest get-
ting guarded.

At the Ujjain investors’
summit in March, the MP
govt wanted to enter into an
Mol with Amul for collabo-
ration to promote Sanchi. *It
couldn’t happen, despite last
minute efforts, as Amul was
not keen on it (collaboration)
and MP govt had nothing to
offer to get it interested,”
said an official.

Sanchiisoneof MP’'s best
known brands. Run by Mad-
hva Pradesh State Coopera-
tive Federation, it boastsof a
range of products from milk
and milk products to sweets.

Dehradun-based advocate
Rituparn Uniyal, seeking im-
mediate action to safeguard
the region’s forests, wildlife,
and birds from the devastat-
ing impact of wildfires, told
the state govit on Wednesday
that “cloud seeding or de-
pendingon rain god is not the
answer’ to the raging forest
fires and the authorities will
have to take preventive mea-
sures to tackle the problem.
[nresponse, the state govt
informed apex court about
steps taken to control the for-
est fires and said that “only
around 0.1 % of the wildlife
cover in the state was on fire
duetosuch incidents.”
Deputy advocate general
of Uttarakhand Jatinder
Kumar Sethi told the bench
of Justices B R Gavai and
Sandeep Mehta that since
Nov last year, there have
been 398 such incidents, all
caused by human activities,
leading to five fatalities.
The applicant told the
bench that the state is paint-
ing a “very rosy picture”, but
media reports claim that the
state machinery is preoccus-

Fanwing areview meeting
on forest fires and
upcoming Char Dham yatra
on Wednesday, Uttarakhand
CM Pushkar Singh Dhami
ordered suspension and
disciplinary action against17
forestdepartment
employees on grounds of
“negligence and dereliction
of duties”, reports Kautilya
Singh. Of these, 10 have been
suspended, 5 others have
been‘attachedto
headquarters' and show
cause notices have been
issued to two employees,

pied with election duties
rather than firefighting ef-
forts, The petitioner called
for the central and state
oovis, as well as the principal
chief conservator of forests
in the hill state, to establish
pre-fire strategies and a poli-
¢y framework to mitigate
such disasters, underscoring
the vital role forestsand wild-
life in maintaining the eco-
logical balance, economic
health and social fabric of
the hilly regions.

The court has scheduled
further hearing on May 15.

SC: Can't carry Raj-era bias to tag
castes, tribes ‘history-sheeters’

New Delhi:; Supreme Court
had ruled that police cannot
carry colonial era biases
against persons belonging
to certain tribes and Sched-
uled Castes to mechanically
brand them in their records
a5 ‘bad characters’ or "histo-
ry-sheeters” and said such
archaic mindset violated in-
dividuals' right to dignity
guaranteed under Article 21
of the Constitution, reports
Dhananjay Mahapatra.
After nudging Delhi Po-
lice to amend the format ,
which was copied from 90-
vear-old Punjab Police
Rules of 1934, to exclude the
minorchildrenand wifeof a

person from getting includ-
ed with him as a bad charac-
ter, a bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and K V Vishwa-
nathan on Tuesday askedall
states to revisit their rules
within six months regard-
ing inclusion of a person in
police's  ‘“history-sheeter/
bad character' record and
weed out colonial era biases
from relevant provisions.

After deciding the case
from Delhi, the bench re-
sorted to its suo motu juris-
diction and examined the
desirabilitv of ensuring
that no mechanical entries
in *history sheet’ are made
of innocent individuals.

“hitps://eprocure.gov.in®.

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority invites e-Tenders "ONLINE" in two Bid system
(Technical and Price Bid) from 10/05/2024 to 30/05/2024 from experienced,
reputed National / International consultant fulfilling the Minimum Eligibility Criteria
(MEC) as stipulated in the Tender for the Work of "“Request for Proposal (RFP)
for Providing Techno Economic Feasibility Study for Automatic & Real Time
Cargo Evacuation System at Vadhvan Port.” Detailed Motice Inviting Tender
and Tender Document is available on JNPA website "www.jnport.gov.in® and
Chief General Manager (PP&D)

DIPR/ARN-087-89/2024

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
HOME DEPARTMENT: ITANAGAR

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR 01(ONE) POST
OF MEMBER OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

1. Applications are invited from eligible candidates for recruitment
against 1 (one) post of Member of Arunachal Pradesh State
Human Rights Commission.

2. Details regarding application forms, eligibility criteria, pay scale,
procedure to apply etc. are available on the State Portal
www.arunachalpradesh.gov.in.

3. Application complete in all respects must be addressed to the
Principal Secretary to the Government of Arunachal Pradesh,
Department of Home, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, A. P.
Civil Secretanat, Block No. 2, ltanagar and should reach latest
by 5.00 PM on 24.05.2024.

Sdi-

Kaling Tayeng, IAS

Principal Secretary

Government of Arunachal Pradesh
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Tagar Giad i s # 6 ffdsem warea vd aRar s s,
30m0 (et & s fafi Rl § @ Rifsemiterd -2 (wr-2)
& wifddwitere, gl a5, TR wimfne, s 95 v onfes

WS TaT I AT ] R 9d & Eeh HIims Fad 8-
| s fram HWEATEN | gaf &t
E. wam | P qem| T | A R m]
Fafesear ey v . | Terfoenftm
1 i;éi aftar e :E 122 (F-2) gﬂgf' 134
| TawmT, 30W0 (w10 %ﬁ%ﬁﬁm |
TerfeBedT T Ug .
2[5 | "k e | - | e @) | T | 1
112024 | fyere. 30m0 (i) | V70 | @ w 2024
i . 1
3|81 | ™ R e | O | T2 | 7R
1/2024 | g 2o (omtin) 812 wnf® 2024
i r 1
Fofdrem =g vd _ | Taftemitrmr
|4 S-1/8- qRAER FE] o 5-2 (We-2) 18 75, 02
112024 | prerr 3omo (weto)| ¥ 17| Aeermem | 204
' N ——— R I S—c— '
|5 ?’r-ué- oRaR e | oo | e (w2 | BT | s0
2024 | s om0 (eeto)| O 1° | e we | 2024
Are: MeTeHR HAEA St AT A A & 3992 hitps:/luppsc.
ug.niﬂ.inﬁiﬂ?‘lﬂ?l - ﬁ:rg
| 01(4)/01/SH06IR0/UH-8/2024-25 PHR
ftien: warRTa, 08 7Y, 2024 (¥gaa wfa)




DANCE O

DEMOCRACY

BATTLEGROUND INDIA | APRIL 19-JUNE 4, 2024

In Kuppam heat, Naidu locked In revival battle

Former CM Breaks
Tradition And Steps
Out To Campaign
Sandeep.Raghavan

@timesgroup.com

Kuppam (Chittoor, Andhra
Pradesh): At 74, TDP national
president Nara Chandrababu
Naidu is pulling out all the
stops to reclaim the position of
chief minister of Andhra
Pradesh. However, he faces a
tough challenge right in his
backyard — Kuppam — where
he's seeking hiseighth consecu-
tive term in the 2024 elections.

Naidu’s political journey
began in 1978 when he con-
tested from Chandragiri on a
Congress ticket. He swiftly
rose through the ranks, be-

daughter of legendary actor
N T Rama Rao.

The emergence of Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) in 1982, led
by NTR, changed the political
landscape of Andhra Pradesh.
After facing defeat in 1983,
Naidu jumped ship and joined
TDE shifting focus to the Kup-
pam constituency in Chittoor
district, securing his maiden
victory here in 1989,

Naidu has now been the
MLA of Kuppam for 35 vears,
serving thrice as CM between
1995-2004 and 2014-2019. How-
ever, the 2024 elections present
a critical challenge for him
both at the state level and in his
very own constituency.

After YSRCP reduced TDP
to just 23 seats in the 2019 elec-
tions, they set their sights on
unseating Naidu in Kuppam.

THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2024
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CM Vs ASPIRING CM

» After reducing TDP to
23 seats in 2019, YSRCP
set sights on unseating
Naidu from Kuppam

» Jagan Reddy's party coined
‘why not Kuppam’ slogan and
fielded MLC K R J Bharat, who has
CM's direct backing

» Naidu answered with 'Bangaru | ‘
Kuppam' (Bangaru is a word for a >

b s
» Naidu, 74, has been "2l
Kuppam MLA for 35 g '
years, seeking election Ku e
i ppam
for 8th consecutive time An dhm Pradesh

‘ a,

beloved figure)

» For the first time, Naidu is
personally campaigning in the
assembly constituency

a gathering in Kuppam

* Chandrababu Naidu addresses .

someone beloved. He appointed
MILC Kancherla Srikanth to
handle constituency issues and
thwart opposition strategies.
Breaking from tradition,
Naidu personally campaigned
in this election, supported by
his wife, Nara Bhuvaneswari,
who joined him on the cam-
paign trail to secure his 8th
consecutive victory in Kuppam.
As polling day approaches,
both parties are leaving no
stone unturned. The YSRCP
aims to dethrone Naidu, while
Naidu aims to secure a major-
ity of 1lakh votes, having seen
his vote share decline drasti-
cally in the 2019 elections.
“The people of Kuppam
have been my strength and in-
spiration through my political
journey,” Naidu said at a re-
cent campaign rally “Their

coming one of the youngest
ministers in T Anjaiah’s cabi-
net in 1980. However, his life
took a turn in 1980 when he

The ruling party’s focus inten-
sified after chief minister ¥YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy entrusted
minister Peddireddy Ramach-

ending Naidu's winning streak.
YSRCP introduced the “"Why
not Kuppam™ slogan and field-
ed MLC KRJ Bharat against

Bharat, the son of former
IAS officer K Chandramouli,
emerged as Naidu's strongest
contender, with the direct back-

direddy Ramachandra Reddy.
In response, Naidu coined
“Bangaru Kuppam” to counter
the campaign — ‘Bangaru’, a
term of endearment to refer to

trust and support have been
unwavering, and [ am commit-
ted to continuing to serve them
with dedication and integrity.”

>/  EHILPRENZ

WHY 1S MOTHEE
OF PEMOCRALY SO

STEP MOTHEELY
TO HEE OWN

pressed confidence in connec-
tion with the voters. “Kuppam
deserves effective representa-
tion and real change. I am here
to be the voice of the people
and address their concerns
head-on,"” he declared passion-
ately emphasising his determi-
nation to bring about a positive
change in the constituency.

Amid the campaign fer-
vour, both parties are not only
focusing on mobilising sup-
porters but also on reaching
out to undecided voters. With
door-to-door campaigns, pub-
lic rallies, and social media
blitzes, every effort is being
made to sway the voters in
their favour.

Adding to the drama, Kup-
pam’s residents express
mixed feelings. “We've seen
Naidu's long reign, but now
it's time for change,” says a
local vendor, capturing the
sentiment of many. On the
other hand, a retired school-

ing, “He's brought develop-
ment to our region. Why fix
what's not broken?”

Local businesses are abuzz
with discussions about the up-
coming election. *“This election
will decide the fate of our town
for the next few years,” says a
shop owner, echoing the senti-
ments of many residents who
gee the election as a pivotal mo-
ment in Kuppam'’s history.

While the candidates trade
barbs and promises, the people
of Kuppam are weighing their
options carefully “I've always
supported Naidu, but this time,
I'm not so sure,” says a farmer;,
reflecting the uncertainty that
pervades the electorate.

With just days left until the
election, as the candidates
make their final push and the
voters prepare to cast their bal-

lots, one thing is certain —
Kuppam is at the centre of at-
tention, and the outcome of
this election will reverberate

married Bhuvaneswari, the

andra Reddy with the task of

Naidu, backed by local support.

ingof the CM and minister Ped-

Meanwhile, Bharat ex-

teacher defends Naidu, stat-

Why Andhra edu barons are joining poll class
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Students from Andhra Pradesh
fare well in UPSC Civils exam

5 AP students score 100
Percentile in Jee Main

AP, Telangana and Karnataka
students shine in JEE

Advanced, NEET UG

Three Andhra students
in AIEEE top 10

JEE-Advanced results | Six out
of top 10 are Telugu students

NEET 2023: Two students from
Andhra, TN share top rank

n the face of it, these mun-
dane headlines, that appeared
over the past couple of years,
may seem to have nothing to
do with the ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tions. But they do.
In Andhra Pradesh, where clearing
a competitive exam is seen as the only
gateway to success and almost every
second student appears for JEE or
NEET, these headlines reflect the grow-
ing influence, both financial and po-
litical, of the founders of the various
educational institutions. As more
Andhra students clear entrance tests,
ownersof institutions that train them
add more political heft for themselves,
Although some of them have al-
ways been part of political parties,
their numbers are growing every yvear.
Information gleaned from election af-
fidavits list hundreds of crores in as-
sets for each educationalist contesting
the elections. Also, safeguarding the
interests of their institutions often
aligns them closely with parties. A col-
lege chain donated Rs 5 crore in elec-

toral bonds to a leading party in
Andhra even though very few educa-
tional institutions donated through
bonds elsewhere in the country.

These candidates contesting across
different L.S and assembly seats in-
clude prominent individuals such as
Maravana educational institu-
tions’ founder Ponguru Naray-
ana, Vignan University vice-
chairman Lavu Sri Krishna
Devarayalu, Gitam deemed-
to-be-university president
and Kautilya School of Public
Policy founder M Sribharat,
Avanthi educational institu-
tions founder M Srinivasa
Rao, and Sri Balaji Educa-
tional Society director Palle
Sindhura Reddy.

Additionally, Andhra Pradesh edu-
cation minister Botcha Satvanaraya-
na, who runs the Satva Institute of
Technology and Management, and
Pemmasani Chandrasekhar, founder
of US edtech company UWorld, have
also announced their candidacies,

Take Ponguru Narayvana of Nara-
vana educational institutions, known
for churning out JEE and NEET rank-
ers. He is contesting in Nellore city
assembly constituency on a TDP
ticket, As the former minister for mu-
nicipal administration and urban de-
velopment from 2014 to 2019, he playved
a key role in the planning and design
of Amaravati, the capital of bifurcated
Andhra. Starting with a modest coach-
ing centre serving just seven students,
his organisation has now expanded to
operate in 23 states. He declared assets
worth about Rs 800 crore.

State education minister Botcha
Satyvanarayvana is contesting as an
MLA candidate from Cheepurupalli.
His wife Botcha Jhansi Lakshmi, who
serves as Satya Institute’s correspon-
dent, is YSRCP's pick from the Vizag

PEMMASANI
CHANDRASEKHAR

PONGURU
NARAYANA

M SRIBHARAT

LS constituency.
TDP has fielded
another academic
leader; M Sribharat, for the Vizag LS
seat. Following the death of his grand-
father, M V V 8§ Murthi, a former MP
and MLC, in a road crash in the USA
in 2018, Sribharat ventured into poli-
tics. He narrowly lost in 2019 from the
Vizag LS segment by 4,000 votes,
Asked about how he balances poli-
tics and academic affairs, the Stanford
alumnus said that his priority was
serving and interacting with the pub-
lic. “The university is managed by
experts such as the vice-chancellor,
pro VCs, registrar, and deans. They
diligently follow the university's vi-
sion plan. I often leverage technology
to virtually interact with the univer-
sity leadership,” Sribharat told TOL

'A DIFFERENT
KIND OF TEST

Some educationists already
have political links, others

| want to extend their success

==-9 stories to the electoral field

MUTTAMSETTI
SRINIVASA RAD

ES

— W

LAVU SRI KRISHNA
DEVARAYALU

Pemmasani Chan-
drasekhar, TDP candidate for
the Guntur LS seat, recently hogged
the spotlight by declaring assets worth
Rs 5,705 crore — the highest in these
LS elections. His pioneering online
education enterprise, UWorld, is wide-
Iy utilised by students preparing for
high-stakes examinations such as SAT,
ACT and USMLE.

According to H Lajipathi Rai, for-
mer VC of Dr B R Ambedkar Univer-
sity, parties often prioritise education-
alists who possess a combination of
educational expertise and political
family background. “These candidates
are favoured because they are better
equipped to understand complex is-
sues and engage in meaningful delib-
erations in Parliament,” he said.
Former minister Muttamsetti

| BOTCHA JHANSI
LAKSHMI

Srinivasa Rao, also known as Avanthi’
sSrinivasa Rao due to his association

! BOTCHA with the Avanthi Group of institu-
- BRI tions, is contesting against former
' HRD minister (Ganta Srinivasa Rao

as the YSRCP candidate from the
Bheemili assembly seat. Avanthi be-
gan with a computer training insti-
tute and has since expanded to
establish a network of manage-
ment and engineering colleges
across north coastal Andhra.
V Hari Babu, a faculty
member of political science at
Andhra University, said found-
ers of academic institutions
are increasingly getting into
politics. “Their expertise has
the potential to contribute to
the legislative processes, potentially
resulting in more effective and pro-
gressive laws, However, political dy-
namics may differ significantly from
academic settings. These leaders may
face challenges in navigating the com-
plexities of politics, especially in their
formative political years,” he said.
Narasaraopet MP and TDP LS can-
didate, Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu,
introduced the highest number of
private member’s bills (seven) from
Andhra in the 17th Lok Sabha.
Lokam Madhavi, the BJP-TDP-
Jana Sena alliance candidate for the
Nellimarla assembly constituency,
serves as vice-president of the Miracle
Educational Society With extensive
experience in the IT industry, Mad-
havi has declared assets worth nearly
Rs 900 crore. Her expertise is expected
to be valuable in shaping policies,
“While the Constitution doesn’t
prohibit non-literates from contesting,
having academic leaders serving as
MLAS or MPs can benefit society How-
ever, it 1s important to involve them in
manifesto writing and policy formula-
tion,” added Lajipathi Rai.

267 years on, Mir Jafar’s progeny

struggle to erase ‘traitor’ aint

Krishnendu Bandyopadhyay
& Sukumar Mahato | T

Lalbagh (Murshidabad): In Ben-
gal’s political discourse, Mir Jafar's
name has long been used as a syn-
onym for ‘gaddar’ (traitor). Even 267
yvears after the decisive battle that
brought Bengal under British con-
trol, the legacy runs so deep that Mir
Jafar’s present-day heirs want to
distance themselves from their fore-
father’'s treachery.

It was in the Battle of Plassey in
1757 that Mir Jafar, one of the most
trusted generals of Bengal nawab
Siraj-ud-Daulah, defected to the Brit-
ish side, leading to the victory of the
East India Company.

TOI travelled to Mir Jafar’s birth-
place to learn more about the legacy
of deceit that continues to cast a shad-
ow on the present. At Quila Nizamat,
in Murshidabad, TOI met the 14th
great-grandson of Mir Jafar, Syved Reza
Ali Meerza, who lives a humble life and
refers repeatedly to how the slur stub-
bornly haunts his family His drawing-
cum-bedroom wall adorns portraits of
all his ancestors, even nawab Siraj-ud-
Daula, but not Mir Jafar

“I don’t want abuse from my
guests,” he said candidly. In his early
80s, Meerza, known as Chhote Nawab,
is agile and amiable despite a monu-
mental decline in the family’s prestige
and prosperity. He now rides a bicycle
but vividly remembers going to school
on a royal elephant.

Wasn't he disgusted with Mir Ja-
far’s being so widely used in elections
to describe a political traitor? “What
to do? I cannot alter the course of his-
tory associated with my 14th great-
grandfather’s name, nor can [ change
the popular coinage. Even though Mir
Jafar was not part of the original con-
gpiracy hatched by Ghaseti Begum,
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Syed Reza Ali Meerza, or ‘Chhote Nawab', is the 14th great-grandson of Mir Jafar

Jagat Seth, the company's Qasimbazar
chief William Watts. and Robert Clive
at Sang-i-Dalan, Motijheel,” he said,
feebly trving to defend his ancestor:
Chhote Nawah's son, Fahim
Meerza, is a primary school teacher
and the Trinamoel councillor of
ward 10 in the TMC-run Lalbagh
Municipality. “My great-great-
grandfather Wasif Ali Meerza, who
was educated at Sherborne School,
Rugby School and Trinity College,
largely redeemed the notoriety
earned by Mir Jafar,” Fahim said.
“On August 15, 1947, the Radcliffe
Award allotted the district of Murshid-
abad to Pakistan, and the flag of Paki-
stan was hoisted at the Hazarduari
Palace here, But within two days, be-
cause of Wasif Ali Meerza's interven-
tion, two dominions were exchanged.
Khulna became part of Bangladesh,
and the Indian flag was hoisted at Mur-
shidabad’s grand palace on August 17,
1947. The Indian govt restored all his
estates to him in 1953, He was the big-

gest champion of Hindu-Muslim
brotherhood,” Fahim added.

Later, a family member, [skander
Meerza, became Pakistan's first presi-
dent. “He went to Nawab Bahadur
Institute and then went to Bombay for
higher studies and later moved to
Paltistan as a military officer,” said
Chhote Nawab. His Murshidabad
house lies in ruins for want of upkeep.

Chhote Nawab, however, does not
want to be buried in Jafarganj ceme-
tery, Mir Jafar's family burial ground.
“Jodi kichuta kom gaali khai (That
way. I'll receive fewer abuses). People
visiting his grave often spit on it in
disgust. We then charge a Rs 500 pen-
alty and wash the grave and put flow-
ers and incense sticks,” said Laltan
Hossain, a guide at the cemetery, He
receives asalary of Rs11amonth from
the district treasury, an amount that
hasn't changed since the nawab’s days.

The massive gateway to Mir Jafar's
palace at Jafarganj is still called Ne-
mak Haram Deuri or Traitor’s Gate.

Divisha Ranka | tnn

far bevond its borders.

GEO GRAPH I

Raj Voter Turnout Decoded

Rajasthan voted in the initial two phases of the Lok Sabha
elections. Participation was subdued in both, affecting

the state's poll percentage significantly. Notably, voter
turnout decreased by over 5 percentage points in nearly

16 constituencies, with 11 voting in the first phase. Among
the constituencies most affected, Ganganagar, which had
recorded the highest turnout at 74.77% in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, saw the turnout plummet to 66.59%.

Turnout (%)

' 2024

PC Name 2024 2019
Jhunjhunu 529 62.1
Jaipur Rural 56.7 655 | -8.8 IS
Ganganagar bbb 748 -§.2 I
Ajmer 59.7 673 | -17 I
Sikar 575 652 | -n6 I

Source: ECI; Research: Richa Gandhi

How young grads are helping
craft poll narratives of veterans

IHustration: Al

Mumbai: Talk of a paradigm shift in politics
is often blah but voung interns in campaign
backrooms are part of just that. You won't
see them at rallies or on TV screens though.
These are grads hired in large numbers by
consulting firms specialising in communica-
tion and public relations, and well en-
trenched in the political space.

Until 2014, poll strategies were devised
through a process of trial and error based
on public opinion. “But it's a thing of the
past now. After BJP’s 2014 win, they (politi-
cians) started understanding the need for
professionals who can gather and analyse
data to be put to use,”said an employee of a
top consulting firm.

Months ahead of an election, political
consulting firms deploy teams to interact
with voters and seek their opinion on issues
ranging from economic concerns to welfare
benefits. This understanding of on-ground
sentiment then feeds into campaign strategy.
The firms also provide support in other ar-
eas such as managing media and communi-
cation, handling logistics and research and
data analysis.

A Nation with NaMo (NwN) employvee told
TOI that in the run-up to polls, NwN teams
were split into campaign war rooms (CWRs),
political war rooms (PWEs), and under the
category governance, policy and intelligence
(GPI). “CWRs have a client-facing role. They
design campaigns for the client.., provide
them with a hundred solutions. It is up to
them to implement which ones, if any.” he
said. GPI, on the other hand, analyses data
and handles preparation of manifestos.

PWRs comprising field workers form the
largest group. “For Rajasthan assembly’s 200
seats, some 80 people were working on
ground to collect data. Just speaking to 10
people on an average every day, we were able
to get 800 responses in a day and as many as
24,000 in a month,” he added.

Given the extent of work, hiring, too, is

on a large scale, Most of them are freshers
looking for a break and they could be from
B-schools, NLUs, or even IITs. But most of
them are hired on a contractual basis and
once elections are over, the CWRs and PWRs
are dissolved. In NwN, there are two Kinds
of hires — short-term members (STMs) on-
boarded on a contractual basis and full-term
members (FTMs), who are permanent em-
plovees hired as part of a Graduate Impact
Leadership Programme (GILE).
The FTM cohort is given extensive training,
For those on contract, “they are directly
thrown at the deep end”. Those hired for
both categories are paid competitively, but
STMs are not eligible for benefits, bonuses,
and even the chances of them transitioning
to an FTM are slim-to-none.

An engineering graduate said, “NwN had
stepped up hiring in the run-up to the polls
and visited my campus, But they were large-

ly looking for people for the short term.
Though a more permanent role would have
been preferable, they had an interesting job
description that got me to apply. The job mar-
ket also hasn’t been the best, so you take
what you get.”

The pay offered is a deciding factor for
many. Among his peers, the employee added,
the average package on campus was Rs 9
lakh per annum, NwN was offering as much
as Rs 18 lakh for a full-time role. Consulting
firms [-PAC, Varahe Analytics, Inclusive
minds, and ShowTime Consulting did not
respond till the time of going to press, but
their policies on staffing and pay may not
differ much.

The placement cell of Hindu College in
Delhi told TOT that political consultancies
have been hiring more aggressively, espe-
cially for summer interns. “But a key reason
why students' applications have shot up is
not because of an interest in politics... it's
due to the lack of opportunities compared
to other domains.”

A former staff with Varahe Analvtics said
the average employee age in the industry is
between 24 and 27 years, and a significant
portion of hiring is via campus placements.
“Young professionals are more efficient,
driven, and can take the long hours,” he
added. Another benefit with a vounger cohort
1s they are largely partv-agnostic. Though not
a requirement, it plays to the analysts’ ben-
efit when clients or roles change,

Aakansha Patodia, an ex-consultant with
aleading political consultancy; said voungsters
are also chosen as they don't have a hectic
personal life. From the candidate’s viewpoint,
Patodia believes motivations are two-fold.
“The competitive pay, of course, is a determi-
nant. But it's also the impact you create.”

Many, however, have only a brief stint in
the field. This is partly because of how these
places are run. “The environment is semi-
corporate at best. Work is hectic and can come
up in the middle of the night also... you have
to get 1t done,” said an industry insider,
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In perfume hub, SP smells blood as
Akhilesh arrives to reclaim family turf

Entry Lights Up Kannauj Contest,
BJP MP Terms It India-Pak Match

Neha.Shukla@timesagroup.com

Kannauj: The Samajwadi
Partv (SP) office in Kannauj,
known as the perfume capi-
tal of the country for its aro-
matic ‘attars’, has been hum-
ming with anticipation ever
since Akhilesh Yadav, party
chief and three-time MP
from this seat, stepped into
the electoral arena, replac-
ing his nephew. His eleventh-
hourdecision hasinjected vi-
gour into the party faithful.
“While Tej would have
easily won from here, Bhaiy-
vail is the face of this city”
says Vijay Singh Yadav, a sea-
soned party worker, with un-
wavering conviction that the
outcome is already sealed.
On the opposing end, BJP
is determined to defend its
hard-won turf. The party's
incumbent ME Subrat Path-
ak, says the contest is akin to
a “cricket World Cup clash
between India and Pakistan™
not giving away whether he

means how one-sided these
contests have been, the pul-
sating excitement these
matches stir up or the reli-
ciousdivide between the two,
Pathak’s supporters are
as confident as Akhilesh’s.
“We are winning from here.
The excitement among our
cadre is palpable and spealks
foritself,” says Prabal Pratap
Singh, party in-charge for
the Kannauj assembly seat.
While both parties pre-
dict their potential victory by
margins of 2 lakh votes, peo-
ple say it will be a closely con-
tested battle. “It mayv come
down to a paper-thin mar-
gin,” says Dhirendra Mishra,
an ‘attar’ trader “In 2014,
Dimple Yadav triumphed
over Pathak by 19,907 votes,
In 2009, he defeated her by
12,353 votes. These are slim
wins in a constituency with
almost 20 lakh voters.”
Before 2019, BJP won
Kannauj just once — in 1996
— when Chandra Bhushan

SCENT OF SUCCESS?

Yadav defeated Chhotey Lal
Yadav, a three-time MP from
Janata Party who had jump-
ed ship to SE Party lovalists
even attribute Pathak's win
to the feud within the Yadav
clan. “People did not appre-
ciate the dispute. Shivpal ji
(Akhilesh’'s uncle) was up-
set, and it had severe reper-
cussions in the polling
booths,” says Ramasre Ya-
dav, a staunch SP supporter.
Asthe streets of Kannauj
bustle with activity, workers
from both parties have

fanned out across the con-
stituency armed with cam-
paign material and unwa-
vering resolve. “During the
2019 polls, the names of many
traditional SP supporters
were missing from the elec-
toral rolls. Ensuring this
does not happen again is our
most crucial task,” empha-
sises Prabal Pratap Singh.

In the complex tapestry
of caste dynamics, alliances
shift like desert sand, shap-
ing the contours of electoral
outcomes. From influential

Brahmins and Yadavs to de-
cisive Dalits, each communi-
ty carefully weighs its op-
tions. “There are two ways of
looking at the contest — as
‘Pathak vs Yadav' or ‘Modivs
Yadav',” observes Mishra.
Theconstituency has over
19 lakh voters, with approxi-
mately 3 lakh Muslims, and
Brahmins and Yadavs each a
shade more than 2.5 lakh. Da-
lits, the largest demography
with a population of over 4
lakh, can sway the outcome.
Alongside, Rajputs, Vaish-
vas, Lodhs and Kurmis also
wield considerable influence.
Despite the Dalit popula-
tion, Mayawati-led Bahujan
samaj Party (B5P) has never
won the constituency. “This
time, she has nominated
Imran Bin Jafar, a move that
will only divide Muslim
votes,” a Dalit voter says.
While Akhilesh has a ro-
bust support base in Kan-
nauj, credited for develop-
mental initiatives such asthe
establishment of a medical
college, a 100-bed hospital, a
bridge spanning the Kali riv-
er, and the construction of
roads in every colony the

spectre of unemployment
loomslarge, castingashadow
over promises of progress.

Voters lament the dearth
of job opportunities in Kan-
nauj. Despite boasting over
100 cold storages, 400 small
"attar’ manufacturing units,
and 23 private distilleries,
survival for many hinges on
odd jobs and fleeting oppor-
tunities. Asha Devi Dohre, a
mother of three, chimes in;
“My children have been
trained at govt-run Industri-
al Training Institute, but
they still don’t have a job. 1
joined SP hoping I would
get to voice my woes to the
higher-ups in the party.”

As the epicentre of the
perfume industry, Kannauj
enjoys global renown for its
exqguisite ‘attar’, Industry in-
siders attest to the self-sus-
taining nature of the sector,
which has weathered politi-
cal changes over the vears
without significant impact.
Despite the sector’'s resil-
ience, one of Kannauj’s most
ambitious projects, the ‘attar
park’, remains incomplete
despite the land allocated for
it more than five years ago.

Why a party can get more
votes, but win fewer seats

The first-past-the-post system of voting — where electors cast a vote for a single candidate, and the
candidate with the most votes wins — can often lead to counterintuitive outcomes. A party’s gain or loss
of seats can many times be disproportional to its vote share. If a party crosses its ‘threshold votes’, it gains
disproportionately, and if its votes fall below this threshold, its seats fall dramatically. Since analysis of a
party’s electoral performance is more focused on seats, people tend to ignore the fact that a party might not
be winning seats but still remains a force on the ground. Other factors like elections getting two-cornered
from multi-cornered and the formation of alliances also impact how votes get converted to seats.

Fence-sitting
voters are the real
sultans of swing

BJ P * From the time of Jan

threshold — it saw a dramatic
Increase in seats.

2009 to 51.9% in 2014.

BJP’s gain in 2014 2
and the collapse of
Congress and Left

Its vote share was always higher than
its seat share. In 1984, it got 7.4% of
the votes and 0.4% of the seats. From
the next election onwards, when it
crossed 11% of votes — which might
be near the party’s seat conversion

From 1989 onwards its seat share
was always higher than vote share.
Between 1984 and 2014, the party
peaked in 1998-99, when it got around
24-26% of the votes and 34% of the
seats. The next dramatic jump came
in 2014. From 18.8% in 2009, vote
share increased by 12.5 percentage
points to reach 31.3%. Share in seats,
however, improved by more than 30
percentage points — from 21.4% in
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Sangh — 1951 to 1971 — to BJP's first
election in 1984, the party had a low
conversion ratio of votes into seats.
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g * Congress, on the
other hand, went on a different
trajectory. In 2009, the party
had got 28.6% of the votes and
won 37.9% of the seats. In the
next election, its vote share

4 declined by 9 percentage points
while seats came down by
almost 30 percentage points.
Despite getting around 20%
votes in 2014 and 2019 - which
seems to be lower than the
party’s threshold - the party
got less than 10% of the seats,
indicating that seats alone are
no benchmark to understand
its ground presence.

I-Eﬂ * Between 2004 and

2009, the Left's vote share
increased by 0.4% while seats
increased by 3.1%, indicating
that for that election the
party's threshold was between
7% and 8% of votes. In the next
election, the party saw a 0.6
percentage point dip in its vote
share but the seat share came
down by 6.4 percentage points.
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For many parties like DMK and ADMK,
the dedicated voters remain loyal as
their vote share remains constant but
seats might change dramatically. This
could be because fence-sitting voters
with no committed loyalty to DMK or
ADMK switch votes in different elections.
For instance, in the 2004, 2009 and

2014 LS elections, DMK’s vote share
remained constant at 1.8% while its
seats changed from 16 to 18 to 0 in the
three elections. In 2019, its vote share
increased by 0.6 percentage points while
its seats increased by 4.4 percentage
points. Similarly for ADMK, between
2009 and 2014, the vote share increased
by 1.6 percentage points while the
corresponding increase in seat share
was more than 5 percentage points.

ADMK
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saw a 3.1 percentage point rise.
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1998

For these elections, which
were multi-cornered
between the Left, Trinamool
and Congress, the party's
threshold might be around
3% votes, and hence a

TMC gained 0.4% votes, lost 12 seats...

Trinamool Congress' vote and seat shares
show an interesting trend. Between 2004
and 2009, its vote share increased by

1.1 percentage points while seat share

small jJump in votes gave
a disproportionate gain in
seats. Elections in West

4.1%
(22)
SEATS

VOTES

2019

Bengal kept on becoming
two-cornered, which might
have pushed the threshold
vote share. Between 2014 and
2019, when the election was
between BJP and Trinamoaol,
the party's vote share
increased by 0.4 percentage
points while its seats dropped
by 2.2 percentage points.

1998

Similarly, BJD's vote
share remained the same
between 2014 and 2019
but the party lost eight
seats as the contest
became more bipolar.

...but BSP lost 0.5% votes, yet gained 10 seats

1998

Samajwadi Party saw a slight
increase in its vote share but lost
18 seats between 2009 and 2014
because of a similar reason.
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BSP, on the other hand, has a slightly different
story. In 2014 it got 4.2% of votes and 0 seats.
In 2019, its vote share declined but seat share
increased. This happened because it contested
fewer seats as it had allied with SP.

L
VOTES

1.8%
(10)
SEATS

2013

In these Bihar villages, massacre wounds unhealed but watei;'is' new battleﬁ'ont

Photos: hn]-eﬂ Kumar

Manoj.Chaurasia
@timesgroup.com

Laxmanpur-Bathe/Senari:
A worn-out sari partly covers
her head as Uma Devl, 45, sits
forlornly at the door of
her unplastered house. Cam-
paign vehicles belonging to
various political parties come
and go by, blaring poll slogans
but she remains unmoved,
her eyes barren of hope.
Laxmanpur-Bathe village,
where the soil still whispers
the anguish of the 1997 mas-
sacre in which 58 Dalits were
Killed, lies trapped between
horrors of its past and broken
promises of its future. “Noone
comes to see us once elections
are over. They show their faces
only before elections,” grum-
bles Uma, who lost nine mem-
bers of her family to the car-
nage. On the night of Dec 1,

1997, an armed gang of Ranvir
sena, a private militia of up-
per-caste landlords, entered
the houses of Laxmanpur-
Bathe villagers — some al-
ready asleep after a day’s hard
work and others planning to go
to bed — and resorted to indis-
criminate firing. The victims
included six girls in the age-
group of 312, nine bovs be-
tween 1 and 10, 26 females be-
tween 15and 70, and 17 males in
theage-groupof 15-60. Of the2b
women killed, eight were preg-
nant, as per police records.
“The horror is vet to van-
ish from my mind. Mine is a
haunted house,” says Uma. It
15 not just the loss of lives that
weighs heavy on her heart, but
the stark reality of daily exist-
ence without even the most ba-
sic necessities. “We have to
fetech water from the Sone riv-
er as no water is available

here,” she rues, adding that
CM Nitish Kumar’s piped wa-
ter scheme has turned out to
be a big failure. “The Sone,
which flows by this ill-fated
village, 1s the only hope.”
Vijvanti Devi’'s grief mir-
rors Uma’'s. Her home is a
shrine to six lives — includ-
ing her mother-in-law and
sister-in-law — lost in the
same carnage, her heart ex-
hausted by unkept assuranc-
es. “Leaders have again
started wvisiting our homes
and making scores of prom-
ises. We are tired. When they
can'teven solveour watercri-
gis, how can we believe
them?" says Vijyanti, 40.
Laxman Rajvanshi, 70,
who lost his wife, daughter
and daughter-in-law to the
massacre, refuses to forget
the horror. “I lost almost my
entire family in one go but
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A memorial fm' 19519 Senari carnage victims—34 upper caste villagers were 5Iaughtered Sunaina Devi (right},

who lost T family members to the 1997 Laxmanpur-Bathe massacre that claimed 58 Dalit lives, at a memorial

what pains me the most is the
conduct of politicians, They
have ignored out village,” says
Rajvanshi, whose only son
was given a class IV govt job
on compensatory grounds.

In the neighbouring wvil-
lageof Senari, where thescars
of another massacre still lin-

ger, the tale of neglect finds a
bitter resonance, On March 18,
1999, 34 upper-caste villagers
— all Bhumihars — were
slaughtered here, supposedly
by DMaoists to avenge the
Laxmanpur-Bathe massacre.
Twenty-five years on, as the
wounds refuse to heal,

the absence of fundamental
amenities, like roads, hospi-
tals, and irrigation, in the vil-
lage — home to about 200 fam-
ilies — serves as a stark re-
minder of the indifference. Po-
litical pledges ring hollow
through its desolate streets as
majority of wvictim families
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Trapped in net of
“apathy, Kolis fish
~ for a better deal

Bella Jaisinghani &
Mohua Das | tun

Mumbai: The 2024 Lok Sabha
elections have put the spot-
light back on the otherwise
forgotten Kolis — the fishing
community of Mumbai.
Considered one of theorig-
inal inhabitants of thecity Ko-
lis are finding it hard to eke
out aliving due to overfishing,
use of purse seine nets, pollu-
tion, steep rise in fuel prices
and govt apathy The issue of
depleting livelihood is a rag-
ing concern among the com-
munity that has prompted
GenNext to pursue other jobs.
Kolis, who have faced
neglect from successive govts
both at the state and Centre,
seldom vote en bloc. Most
mainstream political parties
have some foothold in
Koliwadas. Some lean to-
wards the Marathi-led Shiv
Sena or MNS, others NCP
with old-timers sticking to
Congress, while nationalists
are enamoured with BJE
However, these Lok Sabha
polls are the first since the
split in Shiv Sena and NCP
and will be a litmus test in Ko-
liwadas across Maharashtra's
T20-km coastline. In Mumbai
region, large settlements
are located in Andheri Verso-
va, Khar Danda, Worli, Madh,
Colaba, Vasai and Satpati.
Tushar Munde, secretary
of Versova Koli Jamat Trust,
says, “The next central govt
must reduce diesel rates. Sec-
ondly, public infra projects
must be developed mindfully.
Some compensation must be
given to us for projects like
Coastal Road that hamper
fishing. Koliwada bounda-
ries must be identified so
that we can redevelop our
homes along the coastline.
But most political parties on-
ly provide false assurances.”
In the Khar Danda settle-
ment, Ratnadeep Bane, chair-
man of Vvavasik Sahakari
Sanstha, says the Coastal
Road has decimated shore
fishing, leading to a 50% de-
cline in business and made
navigation for deep-sea
fishing boats challenging.
The community conduct-
ed ajoint survey with the Mah-
arashtra State Road Develop-
ment Corporation, fisheries
department, Maritime Board,
Mangrove Cell, and Kolisfrom
Chimbai, Parmeshwari, Juhu
Morgaon and Khar Danda.
“We suggested locations for
boat navigation based on our
knowledge,” says Bane. It also
engaged with the MSRDC to
establish a clear navigation
path. “They allocated two
spans on either side of the
watchtower, but the blueprint
was never shared with us. The
designated area has proved to
be problematic as it's too close
totherocks,” recalls Bane.
Creeks resemble cess-
pools, polluted by industrial
effluents and garbage inflow.
Versova seafront is a vast ex-
panse of dirty brackish
water — one glimpse would
deter any buyer of fish here.
“Plastic waste trom canals

have shifted to nearby towns af-
ter their kin were given govt
jobson compensatory grounds.
Locals say two days after
the massacre, George Fer-
nandes, Nitish Kumar and
Ram Vilas Paswanreached the
village and promised full at-
tention the moment they
formed their own govt in the
state, “Abhi to hamare paas
kuchh nahi hai (Right now, we
do not have the power to do
anything),” Nitish, then Sa-
mata Party leader, had said to
pacifv the locals, recalls villag-
er Radhe Mohan Sharma.
“Keval wada karke chale
jate hain (They leave after
making poll promises).” says
S8-yvear-old Sharda Devi,
whose 16-vear-old son Rajesh
Kumar was slaughtered in
Senari. Brahma Devi, 60, who
lost her husband and a son to
the bloodshed, has shifted to

and creeks gets entangled in
our nets, obstructing water
flow and tearing up our nets,”
adds Deepak Nanaposhe of
Khar Danda. The community
had hoped that the pumping
station at the Khar Danda
creek, built tomitigate flooding
during heavy rains, would trap
garbage and clean the nullah
waters before it enter the sea.
“It's been a decade, but we see
no improvement. Instead, the
pumping station has reduced
water currents,” he says.
“Illegal use of purse seine
nets by LEDfishersisanother
issue,” Bane says. Despite a
statewide ban in Maharash-
tra since 2017, fishermen
from Alibaug and Raigarh
still use high-power LED
lamps to attract and catch
large quantities of fish. “The
volume of fish they catchina
single day equals our catch
over three months. They also
catch baby fish, depleting the
fish population,” adds Bane.
Devendra Tandel, presi-
dent of Akhil Maharashira
Machhimar Kriti Samiti, says,
“Fishing isundergoing a dras-
tic change in terms of meth-
ods and demographics. Mod-
ernisation of fishing vessels

The younger generation
of Kolis is staying away
from fishing & pursuing
other jobs for the sole
reason that there are
no fish leftin the sea

has resulted in uncontrolled
overfishing, depleting the
stock of fish in the sea. Ghol
and pomiret are on the brink
of extinction. Costs are high
sofish is more expensive.”
Tandel says their industry
does not merely involve a Koli
fisherman who goes out to sea
and his wife who sells fish in
the market. “There are ‘kha-
lashis’ (boat workers), tandels
(captains of fishing vessels),
logistics labourers, transpor-
ters, women involved in fish
cutting, net makers, Iice
factory and cold storage work-
ers, wholesalers, suppliers,
exporters and local vendors.”
The vounger generation of
Kolis is staying away from fish-
ing “for the sole reason that
there are nofish left in the sea,”
Tandel says. “No catch means
no income, and recurring cost.
So, our youth opt for other jobs,
even as people from Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh have got involved
in menial work, thereby eating
away the share of fisherwo-
men. The younger generation
hopes for better infrastructure
and sustainable fishing that
involves govt officials doing
their job in letter and spirit.”

Gava with her other son,
switching over to sharecrop-
ping. “It is troubling. Senari
doesn’t even have a good road
that can be used in the event
of anyemergency,” she says,
Laxmanpur-Bathe and
Senari are part of Bihar's
Jahanabad Lok Sabha constit-
uency that votes on Junel.
Jahanabad MP Chandesh-
war Prasad Chandravanshi
of Janata Dal (United) savs
he has been visiting his con-
stituency when free from
House sessions. “Imagine the
law-and-ordersituation before
2005 {(during the RJD govt),”
Chandravanshi savs. “But
I can't visitevery village.”
Meanwhile, RJD’s Jahana-
bad seat candidate, Surendra
Prasad Yadav, s=avs, “RJD
has always worked for poor
and taken care of their inter-
ests, People must trust me.”
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IN PROSECUTORS SEEK TO DISMISS 2% TAX FRAUD
CA AGAINST SHAKIRA, CITE INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE
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3,500 israel-bound bombs halted
over Rafah use concerns, says US

Report Says Israeli Ofﬁclals Warned US Arms Pause Could Hit Hostage Talks

TS Prez Joe Biden paused B

an arms shipment to Isr-
- ael last week to prevent
US-made weapons from being
used in a long-threatened assa-
ult on the city of Rafah, admi-
nistration officials said Tues-
day night, asignof thegrowing
rift between the US and Israel
over the conduct of the war:
Biden withheld 1,800 2.000-
pound bombs and 1,700 500-po-
und bombs that he feared could
be dropped on Rafah, where
more than a million displaced
Gazans have taken refuge, the
officials said. The administra-
tion is reviewing whether to
hold back future transfers, in-
cluding guidance kits that co-
nvert so-called dumb bombs in-
to precision-guided munitions.
Thedecision todelay thede-
livery of the 3,500 bombs was
the first time since the Oct. 7
Hamas-led attack that Biden
has used his power to curtail
armsasan instrumentto influ-
ence Israel’s approach to the
war that followed. A number of
Biden's Democratic allies in
Congress have for weeks urged
him to limit or halt arms ship-
ments to Israel, something he
had refused to dountil now be-
cause of his strong support for
the effort to destroy Hamas.
Israeli officials disclosed
the weapons pause to Axios
earlier this week, but US offi-
cials refused to confirm it un-
til Tuesday night. The fact that
they finally did so was a clear
indication of how much fru-
stration is growing among ad-
ministration officials that the-
ir Israeli counterparts are not
heeding US warningsagainsta
major operation in Rafah. Con-
firmation came hours after [s-
rael sent tanks into the city.
US defence secretary Llovd
Austin also, on Wednesday,
confirmed the weapons delay,

Washington: Police using pe- &

Displaced Palestinians arrive on a beach near Deir el-Balah in central Gaza

Israel forces block Rafah border crossing.
UN warns its teams are running out of fuel

I sraeli forces have seized the Gaza side of the Rafah border cross-
ing with Egypt, pressing their offensive into the southern city on
Tuesday. The closed border means UN humanitarian teams in Gaza
will run out of diesel fuel by Wednesday, a senior humanitarian offic-
ial said, leaving them unable to pump drinking water, maintain com-
munications and deliver aid. Israel's air force said it had struck “over
100 terror targets” across the entire territory in the past 24 hours,
including military structures and launching areas for rockets, The
Gaza health ministry said Israeli bombardment since Tuesday had
led to “a significant increase in the numbers of dead and wounded,”
particularly in Rafah. It did not provide specific numbers for those
killed in Rafah but said Israeli forces killed 55 people and injured 200
more across the entire territory in the preceding 24 hours. acencies

telling the Senate Appropria-
tions Defence subcommittee
that the US paused “one ship-
ment of high pavload muni-
tions.” He said, “We're going to
continue to do what's necessa-
ry to ensure that Israel has the
means to defend itself. But that
sald, we are currently revie-
wing some near-term security
assistance shipments in the
context of unfolding events in
Rafah.” Austin told lawma-
kers, “It's about having the
right kinds of weapons for the
task at hand. A small diameter
bomb, which is a precision we-

apon, that's very useful in a
dense, built-up environment,
but maybe not so much a 2,000-
pound bomb that could create
a lot of collateral damage.” He
said the US wants to see Israel
do “more precise” operations.
Axios, on Wednesday, re-
ported that senior Israeli offi-
cials have warned their US co-
unterparts that the Biden ad-
ministration’s decision to
pause weapons shipments co-
uld jeopardise hostage negoti-
ations, citing twounidentified
sources briefed on the matter,
One US official said the ad-

police made the decision to cle-

ministration began reviewing 5
arms shipments last month :
when it became clear that Isra- :
el seemed to be reachinga deci- :
sion on a Rafah operation. Bi- :
den initially took the position :
that Israel should not attack :
Rafah without a plan to effecti- :

vely minimise civilian casual-

ties, but in recent weeks the
White House has increasingly :
indicated that it did not believe

such a plan was even possible.

Israel has not made clear :
whether it is on the verge of :
opening the assault on Rafah :
but hastakenactionsinthelast :
couple of days that seemed to :
hint it was moving in that di- :
rection. Israeli forces ordered :
the evacuation of 110,000 civili- :
ans from Rafah and mounted :
air strikes against targets on :
the border areas of the city in
responseto Hamasrocketsthat :
Killed four Israeli soldiers over :
the weekend. Israel called the :
entry of tanks into Rafah and :
seizure of the city’s border cro-
ssing with Egvpt on Tuesdaya :
limited operation to eliminate :
Hamas fighters and infrastruc- :

ture tied to the rocket attack,

Biden made no mention of :
his decision to withhold the :
bombs on Tuesday, but repea- :
ted his support for Israel. "My :
commitment to the safety of :
: 1y, Rishi Sunak’s govt is failing
Israel, and its right to exist as :
an independent Jewish state is :

the Jewish people, security of

ronclad even when we disag-
ee,” he said.

The administration is not :
halting all weapons toIsrael. In :
fact, officials said the admini- :
stration had just approved the :
latest tranche of aid amounti- :
ngto$827 million worth of wea-
pons and equipment. The ad- :
ministration intends to send :
“every dollar” of the money :
just appropriated by Congress, :

theofficials said. wyTaar

also cleared a pro-Palestinian

Police clear anti-war stir on DC campus, 33 held

pperspray cleared a pro-Palest-
inian tent encampment at Geo-
rge Washington University
and arrested demonstrators
Wednesday, hours after dozens
marched to the home of the sc-
hoaol’s prez as city officials pre-
pared to appear before Cong-
resson the protest’s handling.
District of Columbia may-
or Muriel Bowser and Metrop-
olitan police Chief Pamela
Smith were called to testify We-
dnesday at the Republican-led
House Committee on Oversi-
ght and Accountability, but the
hearing wascancelled after the
arrests. The mayor said she sp-
okewith Representative James

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

In latest attack
on politicians in
Germany, senator
is struck on head

Berlin: Chancellor Olaf
Scholz on Wednesday condem-
ned a “cowardly” act after a se-
nior figure in his party was
struck over the head ina Berlin
library, the latest in a string of
attacks on politicians in a pola-
rising climate in Germany.
Berlin senator and former
city mavor Franziska Giffey
was slightly injured and taken
tohospital for a short time after
a man struck her from behind
with a bag containing an uni-
dentified hard object. A 74-yve-
ar-old suspect, who was previ-
ously known to police for hate
crime and unspecified incide-
nts against state security, has
been detained, police said, add-
ing the suspect was believed to
have mental health issues.
Theattack on Tuesday coin-
cided with an emergency mee-
ting of state ministers calling
for greater police protection of
politicians as the number of
verbal and physical assaults
has soared ahead of European
and local elections this vear.
Onthesameday inasepara-
te incident, two people were ar-
rested in the city of Dresden af-
ter a member of the Greens
party was shoved and spat at
while putting up campaign pos-
ters, policesaid. Earlier the two
suspects were seen in a group
of people nearby and were he-
ard shouting Hitler salutes, po-
lice said. Giffey condemned a
“fair game culture” targeting
politicians but also warned
against walling off elected offi-
cials from ordinary citizens,
Politicians have blamed the
rising political violence on the
resurgence of the farright AfD
party, who could sweep three
state polls this vear. reuters

Police used pepper spray on students
at George Washington University, DC

Comer, chairman of the House
panel, on Wednesday and “he
expressed his interest in ma-
king sure the city and the chief
can focus on this ongoing ope-
ration” and pulled the hearing,.

After the crackdown, Bow-
ser told reporters that she and

TRENDSETTERS OF ‘LEGALISE DRUGS' CAMPAIGN TAKE A STEP BACK

ar the camp based on shifting
information about increased
threats to public safety Smith
said there were signs “the pro-
test was becoming more volati-
le.” Among them were indica-
tions that protesters had “gat-
hered improvised weapons”
and were “casing” university
buildings with the possible in-
tention of occupying them.

DC police said 33 arrests
were made, including for ass-
ault on a police officer and un-
lawful entry. George Washing-
ton had warned of possible su-
spensions for continuing the
camp on University Yard.

Policeofficers in riot gear

Thailand was Ist in Asia to

decriminalise marijuana. It
is preparing to do a U-turn

tent encampment at the Uni- :
versity of Chicago late Tues- :
day. Since April 18, more than :
2,600 people have been arrested :

on S0 campuses across the US,

The anti-war movement
has spread to other partsof the :

world too. Protesters built bar-

ricades at the University of
Amsterdam Wednesday, using

desks and railings to block off
the canalside entrance in the

heart of the city. Police useda :
bulldozer to knock down barri-
cades at another UvA site on :

Tuesday and detained 169 peo-

ple, but said the varsity had not
yet asked for similar interven- :

tion on Wednesday. ar&reuters

use is bac.
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SANDRA BULLOCK SAYS SHE WANTS TO ACT WITH KEANU REEVES AQ lN‘%EFORE
| DIE’ AFTER LATTER SAYS THEY WOULD ‘KNOCK IT OUT OF PARK’ W

Bangkok: Thailand will re-li- §
st cannabis as a narcotic by ye- 3

ar-end, its PM said Tuesday, in
a stunning U-turn just two ve-
ars after becoming one of the
first countries in Asia to decri-
minalise its recreational use.
The moves comes despite ra-
pid growth of adomesticretail
sector for marijuana with the
industry projected to be worth
up to ¥1.2 billion by 2025.

“l want health ministry to
amend the rules and re-list ca-
nnabis as a narcotic,” PM Sr-
ettha Thavisinsaid on X, “The

ministry should quickly issue

arule to allow its usage for he-
alth and medical purposes on-
lv." It was not immediately cle-
ar when cannabis will be re-1i-
sted as a narcotic or what pro-
cesses must first take place.
Cannabiswasdecriminali-
sed for medical use in 2018 and
recreational use in 2022 under

PM Srettha Thavisin said govt will
s00n issue a rule allowing usage of
cannabhis for medical purposes only

a previous govt, but critics say
its liberalisation was rushed
through, causing huge confu-
sion about regulations.
Srettha’s comments follo-
wed a meeting with agencies
involved in narcotics suppres-
sion, where he vowed to take a
tough stand on illicit drugs
and sought “clear progress” in
the next %0 days, He also asked
authorities to redefine what
constitutes drug possession
under the law, from “small am-
ount™ to “one pill™, to to enable
tougher enforcement. reuters

Ottawa: Canada govt on Tues-
day walked back part of a pro-
gramme allowing people in
British Columbia to possess
small amounts of drugs, inclu-
ding heroin and cocaine, wit-
hout fear of criminal charges.
At the request of the province
and after public and political
backlash, people in the pro-
vince are no longer permitted
touse drugs in public places.
Under the changes, which
went into effect immediately;
adults will still be allowed to
possess small amounts of dr-
ugs. But they will now have to
use them in legal residences,
at safe injection sites and at
other harm reduction centres
established by health authori-
ties. The reeriminalisation of
public drug use in British Co-
lumbia underscores the diffi-
culties that govts face as they
grapple with the opioid crisis.
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In fresh blow for

Sunak, another

Tory lawmaker
defects to Labour :

London: British PM Rishi Su-
nak was accused Wednesday of
¢ leading a “chaotic” govt as ano-
ther one of his Conservative la-
wmakers defected to the main
opposition Labour Party ahead
of alooming general election.
Inastunning move just ahe-
ad of weekly prime minister's
questions, Natalie Elphicke
crossed the floor of the House
of Commons to join the ranks
of Keir Starmer’s Labour Par-
ty, which appears headed for po-
wer after 14 vears. “We need to
move on from the broken pro-
mises of Rishi Sunak’s tired
and chaotic govt,” said Elp-
hicke, who represents the cons-
titueney of Dover in southern
England which is at the front-li-
ne of migrant crossings from
France. “Under Rishi Sunak,
the Conservatives have become
a byword for incompetence and
division.” Elphicke is the se-
cond Conservative lawmaker
todefect to Labour in two weeks
after Dan Poulter quit in anger
over the govt's handling of the
National Health Service.
Thedefection of Elphicke is
particularly surprising as she
was widely considered to be on
the right of the Conservative
Partyand has been hugely eriti-
cal of Labour in the past. But
she has recently been increasi-
ngly disapproving of the govt's
approach to migrant crossings.
“Fromsmall boats to biosecuri-

to keep our borders safe and se-
cure,” shesaid, reutenrs

Pak court orders
transfer of Imran’s
wife to same jail

Islamabad: The wife of form-
er Pakistan PM Imran Khan
was moved Wednesday from
house arrest to the same jail as
her husband, lawyers said, wh-
ere the pair will serve matchi-
ng prison terms for illegal mar-
riage. Bushra Bibi, 49, and Kh-
an, 71, have both been convicted
of corruption and breaking Is-
lamicemarriagelaws in the lead
up to Feb's general election.

“She has already been shif-
ted to a female ward of the jail
on her own request,” Intazar
Hussain Panjutha, a lawyer
for Khan's PTT party, told AFP,

She had been held at the
home she shared with Khan —
declared a sub-jail — on the
outskirts of the capital for the
past three months. Khan is al-
so serving a concurrent 10-ve-
ar term for leaking state se-
c¢rets. She had made repeated
requests to be “treated as a
commoner” and taken to the
prison, a spokesman for the
party said. en

Atfter backlash, public drug

< being a crime in
Canada’s British Columbia

Phat (or represeatation

A pmwrtce that was a global
pioneer in harm reduction took a
step back after political backlash

Even ina province that has be-
en a global pioneer of the ha-
rm reduction movement, an
approach that seeks to reduce
risky behaviour ratherthanto
punish drug users, there are
no easy answers. The provin-
ce's coroner estimated that th-
ere werea record 2,511 toxicdr-
ug deaths last vear. The goals
of decriminalising possession
were to enable police officers
to focus their time on large
drug distributors rather than
users and encourage users to
be open to treatment. vt
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Toreinin mlgrauon Aus raises
minimum savings for student visa

Svdney: Australia said Wedn-
esday it would raise the amou-
nt of savings international st-
udents will need to get a visa
and warned several colleges of
fraudulent student recruitme-
nt practices, as part of efforts
to rein in record migration
From Friday, international st-
udents must show proof of sa-
vings of at least A$29,710
($19.576) to get their visa, the se-
cond increase in seven mo-
nths. It was raised to A$24,505
from A$21,041 in Oct.

The moves follow a raft of
actions in recent months to
tighten the student visa rules
as the lifting of Covid-19 rest-
rictions in 2022 triggered a sud-
den influx of migrants, exacer-
bating pressure on an already
tight rental market.

English language require-

Getty Images

From Friday, int'l students must
show proof of savings of at least
A%29,710 ($19,576) to get visas, the
second increase in seven months

ments for student visas were
increased in March and the
govt has been taking steps to
end settings that allowed stu-
dents to prolong their stay.
Home affairs minister Cla-
re (F'Neil said warning letters
had been sent to 34 education
providers for “non-genuine or
exploitative recruitment prac-
tices”. They could be jailed for
up to two vears and banned

from recruiting students if fo-
und guilty; she said.

International education 1s
one of Australia’s largest ex-
port industries and was worth
A$36.4 billion (324 billion) to
the economy in 202223,

But record migration, mo-
stly driven by international
students, has put the govt un-
derpressure with rental prices
soaring across the country Net
immigration rose 60% to a re-
cord 548,800 in the year to Sept.
30,2023, The govt expects its po-
licies could halve Australia’s
migrant intake over the next
two vears, “We are significant-
Iy reducing migration levels —
we are in the middle of the big-
gest drop in migration num-
bers in Australia's history, out-
side of war or pandemic,”
O’'Neil said. reuters

China warships docked
in Cambodia 5 mths ago,
govt says not permanent

Phnom Penh: Cambodia's
defence ministry insisted on
Wednesday that the months-
long presenceof twoChinese
warships in a strategically
important naval base that is
being newly expanded with
funding from Beijing does
not constitute a permanent
deplovment of the Chinese
military in the country,
Questions had arisen af-
ter the Centre for Strategic
and International Studies re-
ported last month that two
Chinese corvettes that dock-
ed at the Ream Naval Base's
new pier in Dec had maintai-
nedanearly permanent pres-
ence theresince, Satellite im-
agesconfirmthat the twoshi-
ps remained there on Wedne-
sday, more than five months
sincethey initially appeared.
The US and others have
long worried that the new pi-
er at the Ream Naval Base,
built with Chinese funding,
could serve as a new outpost
for the Chinese navy on the
Gulf of Thailand, but Cam-
bodia has said that would not
happen. Asked about why the
two ships had been there for
five months, defence minis-
try spokesperson Gen Chhu-
m Socheat said they were due
to take part in a joint Cambo-
dian-Chinese military exer-
cise later this month, and
that they were also involved
in training Cambodian sai-
lors. “We have been clear that
Cambodia is not allowing
any foreign forces to be depl-
ovedon its territory” he said.
He said the ships were al-
s0 “testing” the new pier, and

UK’s 200-year-old
Garrick Club to
let women join

London: London’s elite Gar-
rick Club voted to allow wo-
men to join for the first time
since being founded in 1831,

The US has long wurrled that the
new pier at the Ream Naval Base,
built with Chinese funding, could
be a new navy outpost for China

that they were on show for :
Cambodia, which was consi- :
dering purchasing similar
warships for its own navy
“The ships are docked for the
training period only, they are
notstaying permanently.”

Controversy over HReam
Naval Base initially arose in
2019 when Wall Street Journ-
alreported that anearlvdraft
of an agreement would allow
China30-yearuseof thebase,
where it would be able to post
military personnel, store we-
apons and berth warships.
The base sits adjacent to the
South China Sea, where Chi-
na has agegressively asserted
its claim to virtually the enti-
restrategic waterway, and al-
so provides easy accesstothe
Malacca Straits, a critical
shipping route leading from
it to the Indian Ocean.

China only operates one
acknowledged foreign milita-
rv base in the strategically
kev Horn of Africa nation of
Djibouti, but many believeth-
at it is establishing an overse-
as network. The US has more
foreign military bases than :
any other country, including :
in the Asia-Pacific. reuters .

US prez candidate
RFK Jr said in 2012
that he had a dead
worm in his brain
In 2010, RD]}I:?I‘I F Kennedy Jr
was experiencing memory
loss and mental fogginess.
Several doctors noticed a dark
spot on his brain scans and con-
cluded he had a tumour, he said

ina202deposition reviewed by
NYT. Hewas immediately sche-

duled for a procedure.

While packing for the ho-
spital trip, he said, he gut a call
from a doctor
who had a diffe-
rent opinion:
Kennedy had a
dead parasite
in his head.
Thedoctorbeli-
eved that the abnormality seen
on his scans “was caused by a
worm that got into my brain
and ate a portion of it and then
died,” hesaid in the deposition.

Now an independent prez
candidate, the 70-year-old Ken-
nedy has portraved his athleti-
cism and relative vouth as an
advantage over the two oldest
people to ever seek the White
House: Joe Biden, Bl and Do-
nald Trump, 77. But for decad-
es, Kennedy suffered from atri-
al fibrillation, a common hear-
tbeat abnormality that increa-
ses the risk of stroke or heart
failure. He was also diagnosed
with mercury poisoning, most
likely from ingesting too much
fish containing the dangerous
heavy metal, which can cause
serious neurological issues.

Kennedy, who says he has
had no aftereffects from the pa-
rasite, could pick up 8% of vo-
ters nationwide, His spokeswo-
man said that any suggestion
his health could be an issue
wasa “hilarious suggestion, gi-
ven the competition”. wyr

responding to growing pub-
licpressure toend itsarchaie
all-male setup.

After a vote, female mem-
bers approved by the Gar-
rick's admissions process
can have a place at one of the
British establishment's top
tables: it boasts King Charles
as a current member and
19th century author Charles
Dickens in the past.

Located in London's West
End theatre-land, the private
members club has been criti-
cised this year after a leak re-

vealed its roughly 1,300 mem-

berstobeawho’s whoof poli-
ticians, journalists, judges
and actors. While other ma-
le-only private clubs still ex-
ist in London, the Garrick's
high-profile  membership
triggered debate about eliti-
sm and exclusion of women
in British society. reuTers

Scorching, rocky planet twice Earth’s size found to have thick atmosphere

en detected around a pla-

net that’s twice as big as
Earth inanearby solar system.
scientist reported Wednesday
The so-called super Earth —
known as 55 Cancri e — is am-
ongthefew rocky planets outsi-
deour solarsystem with asign-
ificant atmosphere, wrapped a
blanket of carbon dioxide and
carbon monoxide. Exact amo-
unts are unclear. Earth’s atmeo-
sphere is a blend of nitrogen,
oxygen, argon and other gases.
“It's probably the firmest

\ thick atmosphere has be-

evidence vet that this planet
has an atmosphere,” said Ian
Crossfield, an astronomer who
was not involved with the rese-
arch, published in the journal
Nature. Super Earthreferstoa
planet’s size bigger than
Earth but smaller than Neptu-
ne. The boiling temperatures
on this planet — which can re-
ach as hot as 2,300°C — mean
that it isunlikely to host life,
Instead, scientists say the
discovery is a promising sign
that other such rocky planets
with thick atmospheres could

(
SEARCH FOR HOME-LIKE PLANET
An lllustration depicting 55 Cancri e
orbiting its star. Scientists say that
the discovery is a promising sign
that other such rocky planets

with thick atmospheres could exist
that may be more hospitable

exist that may be more hospi-
table. The exoplanet 41 light ve-
ars away is eight times heavier
than Earth and circles its star
Copernicus so closely that it
has permanent day and night
sides. A light-year 15 nearly 9.7
trillion kms. Its surface is en-
crusted with magma oceans.
To identify the makeup of
its atmosphere, researchers
studied Webb Space Telescope
observations before and after
the planet passed behind its
star They separated the light
emitted from the planet versus

its star and used the data to cal-
culate the planet’s temperatu-
re. There's evidence the pla-
net's heat was being distribu-
ted more evenly across its sur-
face — a party trick atm-
ospheres are known for: Gases
from its magma oceans may
play a key role in holding its at-
mosphere steady. Exploring
this super Earth may also yield
clues to how Earth and Mars
might have evolved. “It's arare
window,” said Renyu Hu from
Nasa'sJet Propulsion Lab, who
was part of theresearch. ap
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WHAT A FEET: Two paintbrushes between the toes, two in her hands,
and fierce concentration etched on her face, Dutch artist Rajacenna
van Dam, 31, is crafting 10 paintings at the same time. It started as a
party trick, but today her videos attract millions of views. Neurologist
Onur Gunturkun says Rajacenna is ‘capable of things that neuroscience
deems impossible. ‘A brain scan showed that the left and right sides of
her brain are three times more connected than average,’ he said

Hong Kong court
bans protest song,
calling it a ‘weapon’

ong Kong court Wednes-

day granted a govt request
to ban a popular pro-democra-
cy anthem, raising further con-
cerns about free speech in the
China-controlled city. The deci-
sion could give the govt power
to force Google and other tech
firms to restrict online access
to the song in Hong Kong. At
issue in the case is “Glory to
Hong Kong”, which emerged in
2019 as an unofficial anthem
for democracy protests and a
flashpoint for the authorities,
who considered it an insult to
China's national anthem. The
song has been banned from
schools and has drawn angry
official rebukes when played,
apparently by mistake, at inter-
national sports events. The
court said the anthem was a
“weapon” that could be used
to undermine national security.
It was the first time a song has
been banned in the city since

Britain handed the territory
back to Chinese rule in 1997,

US rapper Macklemore
releases ‘Hind’s Hall’ in
support of anti-war stir

US rapper Macklemore has rel-
eased a song in support of
Palestinians that also praises
students across the US protest-
ing against Israel's war in Ga-
za. “If students in tents posted
on the lawn / Occupying the
quad is really against the law /
And a reason to call in the
police and their squad / Where
does genocide land in your
definition, huh?" Macklemore
raps in “*Hind’s Hall". The song
is named after the building at
Columbia University that stud-
ents recently occupied and re-
named after a six-year-old girl
killed in Gaza. Macklemore
admonishes the US govt, telling
Prez Joe Biden “blood is on
your hands”, He also criticises
the music industry for being
“complicit in their platform of
silence” while casting Drake
and Kendrick Lamar’s rap beef
as trivial in light of actual war.




S Korea & The Netherlands
Lead EV Infra Charge

> There were 2.7mn public charging points worldwide

by the end of last year, with over 900,000 added in 2022

> China has invested significantly in EV infra, with
over Imn public charging stations built since 2019

> South Korea leads in public charging stations per
1,000 plug-in EVs, while The Netherlands ranks second

» China has most charging points globally (1.8mn) but
ranks third in chargers per EV due to its large EV fleet

South Korea
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“Selected major EV markets, incl. battery
elecgtric vehicles and plug-in hybrids

From teens to seniors: RBI
talks UPI scale-up with cos

Das Holds Meeting With Bank, Payments App & NPCI Execs

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Payvments for mi-
nors and senior citizen-fri-
endly features were some of
the pmpr:ﬁals discussed du-

: ring a meeting
convened by RBI
with UPI players.

RBI gover-
nor Shaktikan-
ta Das on Wed-
nesday convened a meeting
of banks, leading third-par-
tv UPI apps, and NPCI.
Banks said they have beefed
up their systems to manage
transactions, which have
more than tripled after the
pandemic. NPCl is geared up
to handle 100 crore transac-
tions daily, which is more
than double the current level
of transactions.

Some fintechs suggested
that merchant discount ra-
tes — a fee charged to mer-
chantstofacilitatedigital pa-
vment acceptance — be allo-
wed on UPI payments to en-
terprise retail. Currently
Google Pay and PhonePe ha-
ve a large share of the UPI

NLc Imes up
$3.4bn green
energy plan

Sanjay.Dutta@timesgroup.com

Nyeveli: NLC (formerly Nye-
veli Lignite Corporation) will
invest about $§3.4 billion in ex-
panding renewable energy ca-
pacity by 394% to almost 7GW
(gigawatts), as the state-run
lignite/coal and thermal po-
wer producer looks to reduce
its carbon footprint in line
with India’s 2070 net-zero tar-
get, chairman Prasanna Ku-
mar Motupalli said.

Easily the largest green in-
vestmentcommitted by any sta-
te-run coal company in the co-
untry, outlay accounts for a
third of company’s nearly $11-
billion plan to ramp up core mi-
ning and thermal generation
capacities by 2030. Kumar said
a subsidiary NLC India Green
Energy has been formed as the
vehicle for future renewable
energy investments. Another
arm, NLC India Renewables is
being put in place for moneti-
sing existing solar/wind port-
folio and ploughing back proce-
eds into new projects.

Al startup
Atlan valued
at S750mn

Mumbai: Al i1s perhaps the
only new age tech space that
has continued to evince inves-
tor interest despite a global
slowdown in tech funding. US-
based Al startup Atlan led by
Indian founders Prukalpa
Sankar and Varun Banka has
bagged 5105-million funding
led by Singapore’s sovereign
wealth fund GIC along with
co-investor Meritech Capital
atavaluation of $750 million.

Existing investors Peak
XV Partners and Salesforce
Ventures also participated in
the round taking the five-vear
old company's total fund co-
unt to over $200 million. Atlan
is building a platform for Al
and data governance. tuw

Smaller Fintechs Seek Revenue Streams

3 Apps Account For Over
95% Of All UPI Payments

% of UPI volume contribution’

PhonePe

46.5

Paytm . 13

» Bankers said while UPI
is among the most secure
systems, frauds occurred
because people fell victim
to confidence tricksters
and shared credentials

» Meanwhile, most banks
do not issue debit cards
to minors, which makes
onboarding them on to
UPI platform difficult

Source: Worldline; *As of Dec 2023

market. Smaller fintechs ha-
ve said they are not in a posi-
tion to make large invest-
mentstoincreasetheirshare
of UPI transactions because
there isno revenue.

There are 25 third-party
application providers,
which include large plavers
like Bajaj Finserv, Tata Neu,
Samsung, Whatsapp, Aditya
Birla Digital and Cred. Ho-
wever, PhonePe, Google Pay
and Paytm command over
90% marketshare.

Bankers said that while
the UPI system was among
the most secure payvments,

fraudsstill occurred because
people fell victim to confi-
dence tricksters and shared
credentials. However, govt is
having aseparate discussion
toexpedite the freezingof ac-
counts where funds have be-
en wrongly transferred.

REBI laws allow those abo-
ve 10 years of age to indepen-
dently operate a bank acco-
unt. However, the UPI plat-
form is not actively promo-
ted among the youth. Most
banks do not issue debit
cards to minors which ma-
kes onboarding difficult.

RBI said the discussions

focused on expanding the
reach and usage of UPI. 5ta-
keholders provided input
and suggestions on scaling
up UPI infrastructure, ex-
panding the product portto-
lio, and addressing the eco-
system’s challenges with
innovative solutions. Sug-
gestions were also made on
integrating potential users
into the digital pavments
ecosystem.

“The suggestions recei-
ved will be examined, and
appropriate action will be
initiated by RBI in due cour-
se,”" thecentral bank saidina
statement. RBI has been as-
king banks to invest in IT ca-
pacity. Kotak Mahindra
Bank CEQO Ashok Vaswani
had said the bank would be
prioritising investments to
building capacity and resili-
ence for IT transactions gi-
ven that UPltransactions ha-
ve gone through the roof. RBI
has recently restricted the
bank from onboarding new
customersdigitally and issu-
ing credit cards after finding
inadequacies in I'T system.

~ Sensex swmgs 600 pts
dlps at close as FPIs sell

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: In another volati-
le trading session, the sen-
sex gyrated over 600 points
before closing marginally
lower on Wednesday. Tech
stocks showed weakness
while PSU infra financing
stocks like PFC and REC
madeastellar comeback, re-
versing recent slides driven
by a proposed stricter RBI
project finance norms.
Following Tuesday's sli-
de, markets opened on a we-
ak note with the sensex hit-
ting an intraday low at
73,074 points. The index
thenrallied totheday'shigh
of 73,685 points before sett-
ling at 73,466 points, down 45
pointsontheday
Since Lok Sabha polls
started in the third week of
April, volatility in the stock
market has gone up with In-
dia VIX, the ‘fear index’ to
: gauge the same, currently
¢ atal5-monthhigh.

L&T Q4 net up
10% at ¥4.4Kk cr

. New Delhi: Engineering and construction
:  major L&T on Wednesday reported a10.2%
increase in consolidated net profit at Rs
4,396 crore inthe March 2024 quarter on the

back of higher income.

Thecompany had posted a consolidated
: net profit of Rs 3,987 crore in the year-ago
¢ period. The consolidated income of the
: company rose to Rs 68,120 crore in the
March quarter from Rs 59,076 crore recor-
ded in the year-ago period, L&T said in a
BSE filing. “The year has concluded on a
very strong note for us. We have secured or-
der inflows of more than Rs 3 lakh crore
and order book is around Rs 4.8 1akh crore,
reflecting the continued trust reposed on
us by all our esteemed clients.

“Duringthe vear, we successfully comp-
leted the maiden buvback of equity shares.
in line with our aim to improve sharehol-
der value,” chairman and managing direc-
tor SN Subrahmanyan said. acencies

POLL VAULT

Since voting started (April 19)..
Top sensex gainers (% change)

Axis Tech
Bank SBlI Mahindra

T

HCL Tech Titan Kotak
-~ Bank
Top losers

The day's trading was
marked by strong selling by
foreign funds but buying by
domestic institutions near-
lyv matched that offloading.
At close of trading, net sel-
ling by foreign portfolio in-
vestors was at Rs 6,669 crore
compared toaRs5,929-crore
net buyving by domestic
funds, BSE data showed.

A recent report by Angel

One Wealth showed how
over the last few vears, it's
the domestic Institutions
that are not only balancing
out foreign fund =selling but
even helping push up the le-
ading Indian indices.

The day’s session saw
technology stocks witnes-
sing some selling pressure.
Among the leaders, HCL
Tech closed 1.3% lower whi-
le Infosvs wasdownnearlva
percentage point.

There was strong buying
interest in the stocks of PSU
infra financing companies.
At close, the stock price of
REC on BSE was up 5.4% at
Rs 534 while PFC closed 4.5%
higher at Rs 441 and Ireda
wasup2% at Rs171. Inthetwo
previous sessions, these
stocks had come in for strong
selling after RBI on Friday
said that it was proposing to
hike provisionsforfinancing
of on-going projects, inapha-
sed manner, to 5% from the
current level of 0.4%.

Tata Power profit
rises 11% to %k cr

New Delhi: Tata Power on Wednesday pos-
ted an 11% rise in its consolidated net profit
to Rs 1,046 crore in the March quarter com-
pared to the year-ago period mainly on the

back of higher revenues.

The consolidated profit stood at Rs 939
crore in the quarter ended on March 31, 2023,
a BSE filing showed. Total income of the
company rose to Rs 16.464 crore in the quar-
ter from Rs 13,325 crore in the same period a
yvearago. The consolidated net profit in the fi-
scal year 2023-24 rose to a record Rs 4,280 cro-
re from Rs 3,810 crore in the vear-ago period,
the company said in a statement,

Total income increased to Rs 63,272
crore in FY24 from Rs 56.547 crore in 2022-
23, According to the statement, the com-
panv’'s market cap has surpassed REs 1.4
lakh crore. Fiscal 2023-24 saw the compa-
ny achieve its highest-ever revenue and
ebitda at s 61,542 crore and Rs 12,701 cro-
re, respectively. acencies

- RBI lifts curbs
on Bank of
Baroda app
after 6 mths

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI on Wednesday
lifted restrictions on Bank of
Baroda’s app six months after
it imposed them over lapses in
the customer onboarding pro-
cess, RBI had on Oct 10, 2023 d1-
rected Bank of Baroda not to
add customers to its app ‘Bob
World" following complaints
that some bank emplovees
used mobile numbers of
strangers to onboard custo-
mers for mobile banking to
meet enrolment targets.

“REBEI conveved to the bank
its decision to lift the restric-
tions on Bob World with imme-
diate effect, as such the bank is
free to onboard customers
through the application,” the
bank said in an exchange fi-
ling, It reiterated its commit-
ment to ensuring adherence
and compliance with regulato-
ry guidelines. Bank of Baroda
1s the second-largest PSU bank
and the third-largest state-ow-
ned bank in terms of active
maobile banking customers.

In its 2023 order, RBI had
highlighted material supervi-
sory concerns in the onboar-
ding process, and had said that
further onboarding will be
subject to rectification of defi-
ciencies. At the time of the
ban, Bank of Baroda had said
that it had started addressing
RBIconcernsonthe HR side as
well as in processes. The bank
had also assured that it had
measures in place to prevent
multiple linkages of theappto
a single mobile number, Earli-
er this month, RBI barred Ko-
tak Bank from onboarding
new customers digitally,

‘Rents rise by
16% across
13 major cities
in March qtr’

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: Rents across 13 ma-
jor Indian cities surged 16%
yvear-on-yvear in the March qu-
arter with Greater Noida, Gu-
rugram and Bengaluru ta-
kingthe lead.

In Greater Noida, an emer-
ging home to several techies
and corporate employees,
rents soared 32.1% while Gu-
rugram and Bengaluru saw
an increase of 24.5% and
23.7%, respectively. Sequenti-
ally, rents increased by 2.8%
during the Jan-March period,
following an increase of 1.6%
between Octand Dec 2023, Ma-
gicbricks said in a statement.

The data, which is based
on the reading of preferences
of over two crore customers,
rental accommeodation of Rs
10,000 to Rs 30,000 amonth was
the dominant segment, acco-
untingfor42% of the demand.

Chennai, Navi Mumbai
and Noida led the rental de-
mand on aquarterly basis. Ho-
wever, the supply couldn’t ke-
ep pace with the demand and
has increased only marginal-
ly by 1.8% g-o-g, due to swift
absorption of available rental
units, Overall, rental demand
grew 16% g-0-q during the
March quarter.

In Chennai, rentaldemand
increased by nearly 25% q-0-q
in the March quarter while in
Navi Mumbai and Noida, it
grew by 20.1% and 19.2% re-
spectively, the report said.

Legacy cos pip startups, bag 75% funds in 23

Tinves News NETWORK

Mumbai: Traditional com-
panies trumped new age
firms to emerge as the favou-
riteof privateequity and ven-
turecapital investors. Legacy
companies cornered bulk of
PE-VC investments in 2023
due to their established busi-
ness models.

The investments have been
largely led by PE funds that ha-
ve been more inclined to back
legacy firms. Over the vears,
PE funds have also actively
evaluateddealsinnewagetech
firmsand invested in compani-
es in the space — Dreamll, Su-
garareamongstartupsthat ha-
ve been backed by PE investors
like TPG and L Catterton.

Last year, 75% of PE-VC
investments flowed into tra-
ditional sectors like health-

HEALTH, RETAIL TAKE LEAD

Top PE-VC investments in '23
Manipal Hospitals (% bn)
& 2

Reliance Retail Ventures

[N .
HDFC Credila

I 1
Adani Power |g
I 1

» Last year, 75% of PE-VC
investments flowed into
traditional sectors like
healthcare, retail and energy
against 60% in 2022, a report
by Bain & Co showed

» A slowdown in VC funding
took the total count of PE-VC
investments to $39 billion in
2023 from $62 billion in 2022

care, retail, energy and ad-
vanced manufacturing aga-
inst 60% in 2022, a report by
Bain & Co showed.

While investments in he-
althcare hit a record high of
$0.5 billion in 2023, a series of
PE investments into Reliance's
retail unit shored up the share
of consumer deals. Typically,
V(s invest largely in startups,

which entails more risk. PEs,
however, tend to invest more in
established companies.
Although a slowdown in
VC funding took the total co-
unt of PE-VC investments to
$39 billion in 2023 from %62 bil-
lion in 2022, India’s share of
PE-VC investments in Asia-
Pacific has grown over the
past five years alongside Ja-

pan. China's share declined to
31% in 2023 from 55% in 2018.

“Favourable policies in
India such as production-lin-
ked incentives, export pro-
motion initiatives, and cus-
toms duty rationalisation
drove some shift in economic
activity and subseguent in-
vestments to India.....global
firms diversified production
outside China,” analysts at
the firm said.

Even as analysts have
flagged sluggish global GDP
growth and geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia as risks to
investor appetite, which may
lead to cautious deployvment
of capital in 2024 as well, the
overall tally may be better
than the previous vear. In-
vestments in 2024 continue to
see green shoots over 2023,
Sai Deo, partner at Bain & Co

told TOI. “India as a centre
within Asia-Pacific 1s beco-
ming important,” Deo said.

Last week, TOI had repor-
ted that several global and do-
mestic PE and VC funds have
raised new funds and are sco-
uting for investinents. Share
of domesticfunds inIndiahas
steadily grown, increasing
their share of PE investments
by 2.5 times over the past four
yvears. “This trend has been
accompanied by a significant
expansion of India-based te-
ams by PE funds, growing ro-
ughly twofold over 2019-23,

“Leading global funds are
planning to ramp up capital
allocation to India”, analysts
at Bainsaid, adding that play-
ers such as KKR and Black-
stone entered new asset clas-
ses like growth and private
credit over 2021-23.

‘Lower net household

savings not a concern’

It Was Portfolio Shift Where Savings Were
Going Into Real Assets: CEA Nageswaran

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief economic
adviser V Anantha Nages-
waran on Wednesday said
that lower flow of net house-
hold savings was on account
of ashift inportfolioand was
nota cause forconcern.
“Household net financial
savings flows were lower in
FY23 and there were some
concernsaround that, which
sald households are saving
less. But, in reality, it was a
portfolio shift where the sa-
vings weregoing intoreal as-
sets,” he said at an event or-
ganised by thinktank NCA-
ER. Latest data showed that
net financial savings of hou-
seholds fell to a five vear low
of Ks 14.2 lakh crore, as fi-
nancial liabilities soared.
Nageswaran was upbeat
onthecurrent economic situ-
ation, arguing that India co-
uld grow 7% and faster, if’ s0-
me of the impediments can
be converted into opportuni-
ties, and flagged power sec-
tor, bolstering MSMEs as re-
form initiatives apart from
reducing inspections and
other compliance burden for
businesses at the state level.
“To continue a steady
growth rate in FY25 the gap
between two financial cycles
has to be lengthened. This

will give us the employment
generation that we aspire
for. If every four-five vears,
weare running into overhea-
ting issues, then it is a pro-
blem for the economy. As of
now, the economy is better

economy will have grown at
7% ormore. The RBIforecast
of 7% for FY25 turnsouttobe
either correct or even under-
estimated, then it would be
the fourth consecutive year
of 7% or higher growth ra-

To continue a steady

growth rate in FY25,
gap between two financial
cycles has to be lengthened.
This will give us employment
generation that we aspire
for. If every four-five years,
We are running into
overheating issues,
then it is a problem for
economy. As of now,
economy is better
placed than before to
pursue non-inflationary
growth

placed than before to pursue
non-inflationary growth,”
govt’s chief economist said.
He expected the growth
during the last financial ve-
ar to be around 8%, higher
than the current estimate of
7.6% . During the current fi-
nancial year, while pointing
to growth projections by IMF
(6.8%)and RBI(7%), CEA sa-
id; “If that materialises, of
course, it will be the fourth
consecutive year after Covid
starting from FY22 that the

@& If that materialises (RBI
growth projection), of course,
it will be fourth consecutive
year after Covid starting from
FY22 that economy will have
grown at 7% or more. RBI
forecast of 7% for FY25
turns out to be either
correct or even
underestimated, then it
would be the fourth
consecutive year of 7%
or higher growth rate
—V ANANTHA NAGESWARAN |
CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISER

te.” He, however, said a lot
would depend on how the
monsoon shapes up.

NCAER director general
Poonam Gupta, a member of
the Economic Advisory Co-
uncil to PM, too sounded up-
beat, arguing that there was
increased resilience in the
Indian economy due to lower
political uncertainty, lower
dependence on oil and low
current account deficit. She,
however, flagged high debt
levels asaconcern.

‘PRICES OF VEG & NON-VEG
THALIS DIVERGE SINCE NOV’

Cost of a home-cooked veg thali rose 8% year-on-
year in April, while that of a non-veg thali declined
4%, according to Crisil's Roti Rice Rate index

PRICE CHANGE
IN APRIL, 2024

20 VEG THALL@)
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WHAT LED TO RISE IN "'JTE;-! l:;“ cost
COST OF VEG THALI i

YoY price rise (%) in April

onion | 1
Tomato [ 40
potato | ¢

Mote: A veg thall comprises roti, vegetables (onion, tomato and potato), rice, dal, curd and salad. A non-veg thali has the same
elements as the veg thali, except for dal, which is replaced by chicken (broiler); broiler prices for April 2024 are estimated
figures. Weightage of ingredients does not vary based on volatility in commaodity prices

12%

YoY fall in broiler
prices

WHY THE SURGE
Low \
\

base
of last @
fiscal L)

non-vegetarian thalis have been
diverging... Going ahead, we expect
vegetables prices to remain firm,
though an anticipated decline in the
prices of wheat and pulses would

provide some respite

=PUSHAN SHARMA, DIRECTOR-RESEARCH,
CRISIL MARKET INTELLIGENCE AND ANALYTICS

Lower onion
arrivals due
to drop in rabi
acreage

Since Nov 2023, th
prices of vegetarian and

Damage to
potato crop
in West
Bengal

VPN, colour code:
How Dell will track

hybrld at

Times News NETwWORK

Bengaluru: Dell Technolo-
gies is implementing a new
system to monitor office at-
tendance of its hvbrid emp-
loyees, online tech chroni-
cler The Register reported
on Wednesday. The compa-
ny will use electronic badge
swipes, VPN, and a color-co-
ding system to track emplo-
Vee presence.,

Thefour colorsused are
blue, indicating consistent
onsite presence; green, in-
dicating regular onsite
presence; yvellow, showing
some onsite presence; and
red, indicating limited on-
site presence. Dell has a si-
zable presence in India but
doesn’t share a breakdown
of how many employees it
has inIndia.

Dell recently informed
its employees that those in
hybrid roles are expected to
work from the office for at
least 39 days per quarter,
whichequatestoanaverage
of 3 days per week. When
TOI reached out to Dell, its
spokesperson said, “Intoda-
v's global technology revo-
lution, we believe in-person

‘endance

NEW AGE WORK

connections paired with a
flexible approach are criti-
cal to driving innovation
and value differentiation.”

Furthermore, a recent
employee memo from Dell
requires employvees to clas-
sify themselves as either
remote or hybrid. The me-
mo emphasised the conse-
quences of choosing remo-
te work, stating, “For remo-
te team members, it 18 im-
portant to understand the
trade-offs: Career advance-
ment, including applyving
to new roles in the compa-
ny, will require a team
member to reclassify as hy-
bridonsite.” Accordingtoa
recent regulatory filing,
Dell has approximately
120,000 employees,

Birla eyes
$1.2bn from
Novelis IPO

' illionaire Kumar Manga-
l% lam Birla's Hindalco Indu-

stries is considering see-
king about $1.2 billion in a plan-
ned [POof USalu- [
minium products
maker Novelis, pe-
ople familiar with
the matter said, in
what could be one
of the vear’s bmgestshamsales

Hindalco may target a valu-
ation of about $18 billion for At-
lanta-based Novelis, the people
sald. The group could seek to
list Novelis in New York by Sept,
pending approvals from the US
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, the people said. Nove-
lis is the world’s biggest maker
of flatrolled aluminium pro-
ducts, used inanarray of goods,
from cars to soda cans. Novelis
said in February it had filed
confidentially for the listing
with the SEC.

Deliberations are ongoing
and details of the fundraising,
including size, could change,
the people said. The aluminium
products maker may also still
decide not to proceed with an
PO, they said. A representative
for Hindalco declined to com-
ment. Hindalco purchased No-
velis in a multibillion-dollar de-
al In 2007, The US unit contribu-
ted tomore than 60% of the Indi-
an company’s revenue Jast
financial year, sLooMBERG




A thought for today

I often quote myself.
It adds spice to my conversation
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

Behind The Seats

Vote shares are a good way to read poll politics.
But the ways they matter can vary wildly
ﬁ first-past-the-post electoral system never fully captures keen

contests on the ground. Because victory, seat by seat, is what

matters, what's often ignored is that larger parties form
coalitions on the strength of smaller parties’ vote shares, a metric
that reflects a party’s strength, regardless of seats won.

All about presence | BJP yesterday claimed it will win 5 seats
and pull 20% votes in Kerala, from its 2019 tally of 13% vote
share and zero wins. So, on a 7 percentage-point increase, BJP says
it'll swing a 5-seat haul. June 4 will show what’s what, but how does
the math play out?

No set threshold | Conversion of votes to seats is where political
parties — and poll pundits - sweat it out. What share guarantees a
win? A conversion formula is elusive. In Rajasthan assembly
elections, Congress and BJP have won the state on vote share
differencesof aslittleaslpercentage point. When chemistryisnota
factor - read Modi waves of 2014 and
2019 - in a multi-party contest, even a
20% vote share can bring victory
Normally alead of about9percentage
points in a nearly bipolar contest
leads toa sweep. Butthere areno hard
and fastrules.

Averages half thestory|Reading
vote shares demands careful parsing.
State averages can mislead. Take Dec
2014's J&K assembly poll. BJP had the
largest vote share — 23%, slightly over
PDP’s 22.7%, NC’s 20.8% and Congress’s 18%. BJP votes were in
Jammu region. A closer reading showed BJP had 2.2% votes in
Kashmir’s seats, 22% in Ladakh, but an impressive 48% in the 25
Jammu seats.

Making it add up | In multipolar contests, even slight shifts can
cause upheavals. For instance, before the Modi tides, four-cornered
contests in UP meant minor changes in vote shares could translate
into huge shifts in seats. In state elections in 2007, for instance, BSP
won about 30% votes, SP 26%, BJP 17% and Congress 8.5%. In 2012,
SP raised its tally by barely 3 percentage points, but 1ts seats went
from 97 to 224, BSP’s vote share (2012) was about 4.5 percentage
points lower than in 2007 - seats crashed from 206 to 80. It is this
unpredictability that drives parties to form alliances. A large vote
share scattered across constituencies does not make a winner.

AGAIN & AGAIN

Air India’s business decisions are its prerogative.
But another pilot strike shows poor management

I ndia’'s aviation sector is in a strange place. Airfares are soaring

and profitability is high, but passengers are increasingly

frustrated. Yesterday, it was the turn of Air India Express to be
confronted by irate passengers. Over 80 flights were cancelled after
cabin crew went on mass sick leave, a euphemism for industrial
action.

Merger blues | Al Express is part of the Tata group’s aviation
business. It'sthe second time since April that an airline in the group
inconvenienced passengers because of internal turmoil. The Tata
group is in the midst of merging different airlines in its portfolio.
That’s a business decision, and it’s the group’s prerogative. However,
when the fallout of the decision affects
passengers, it reflects poorly on the way
the process is being managed.

No slack available | India’s aviation
market 1is today characterised by
tightness. The post-Covid recovery in
passenger traffic is being serviced by
fewer aircraft than the phase before the outbreak of the pandemic.
One result of this situation is a sharp increase in airfares. In
addition, the tight market means that mass cancellations like that
of Al Express flights result in great hardship for passengers. Al
Express operates on international routes in addition to domestic
ones. Themass cancellation has had a particularly harsh impact on
passengers booked tofly overseas.

Duopoly overhang | Close to 80% of the domestic aviation
market in the Jan-Mar quarter was serviced by IndiGo and the Tata
group’s airlines. It's a market close to being a duopoly, which means
that there’s not enough competition. Oneresult of itisthatairfares,
which are high, are expected to stay that way for a while. Globally,
the aviation industry is also experiencing supply constraints
because of production problems among companies.

Aviation regulator DGCA needs tonudge airlines to ensure their
internal problems don’t cost passengers more,

Hat tricks

Indian election times are turban-ulent times
Bachi Karkaria

Neta rhymes with pheta, no? That’s why all those addressing
election rallies resemble bridegrooms —or bearers, Both looks
are valid. One will arrive to baarat-grade band-baaja; the rest
will have to remain wait-ers. Having thrown their hat in the
ring, our leader-cadre dons traditional headgear in this
: five-yvearly doff to people power. The variety makes for impressive
optics, but ‘apt-ics’ are trickier since every region proudly boasts its own
pheta-pagri-patka-safaa.

InMaharashtra, the billed speaker must switch from Kolhapuri to Punerito
intriguing Peshwai. Add the pheta sported by bike-borne battalions of Maratha
women in navvari saris who varrroom through the streets on May 1, state
formation day It's even more challenging in Rajasthan where there are as
many turban-tying types as those claiming sun-moon ancestry. Udaipur’s

newish super deluxe hotel spent months getting the authentic

;D_l"ﬂ) Mewari pagdis for restaurant staff, One wrong twist would result in
L _—

faces akintothe lal-maas.

S0, do star campaigners too include sartorial aides in their
T entourage to avoid the electoral equivalent of wardrobe
. malfunction? Moreover, what ultimately happenstothatarray
erratlfa of headgear? Is it restyled for the next foray? Auctioned to buy
more laddoos for overworked party workers? Or, will a future
Nationalist Gallery showecase a permanent collection of those once worn by

our netas?

For the present, these past months have displayed more than the full 2.278
vards of the traditional 2-inch turban. Some wearers look the fable’s crow in
horrowed plumes, but some have the swag blag to carry it off. Bharativa janata
gets more bang for its heat-stroke when the party leader also looks like a Wow
when promising a future of ditto dazzle.

Forget pomp and pageantry. Even simplest headgear gets elevated to metaphor,
In politics, loser tvpes are the ones who meekly accept the cap believing that it
fits. Winners are those who makerivals wear a topi.

W

Alec Smart said: “Revanna, straving governors, wrestling’s ‘Sharam’
Singh's seat bestowed on proxy son, judges who think consent is irrelevant
in marital sex...What we NOW have is a National Omission for Women."”

......
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What Bengal Thinks Today

THE TIMES OF INDIA
THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2024

BJP’s campaign in the state hasn’t gone as smoothly as planned. CAA hasn’t worked
for the party. TMC, Congress & CPM are now rivals, not enemies

Shikha Mukerjee

Bengal is ecrucial for
BJE  Retaining the
windfall 18 Lok Sabha
seats the party won in
2019, out of a total of 42
in the state, is important
for any path to a third term. But the
party’'s campailgn in the state has kept
floundering. So much so that, with three
phases of Bengal's seven-phase election
completed, BJP finds itself at a point
from where salvaging the narrative is
difficult.

BJP's CAA rules have misfired | Especially
when the underlying issue is the
Centre'streatment of the people inthe
state, one misstep is all it takes to make
fidgety voters jump the political fence.
And this is precisely what CAA seems
to have accomplished.

The rushed notification of rules
under CAA was meant to be a BJP
mastersiroke. Instead, it will likely
end up being a disadvantage. And its
impact on voter choice will be spread
across anything up to 20 Lok Sabha
constituencies,

As has the ‘redistribution’ blame game | A
similar fallout can be seen with how
BJP's campaign swerved sharply
from Viksit Bharat by 2047 to stoking
majoritarian paranoia. This took place
in the form of an attack that branded all
opposition parties as pursuing hidden
agendas. BJP has gone to town with
how, allegedly, all

only thing that this attack has ensured
1s that those who were hitherto enemies
have become friends, united in the
common cause of fending off BJP in
Bengal.

Its opponents are now ‘united’ | Especially
from phase three of the election, asmore
and more constituencies in south Bengal
prepare to vote, there are signs that a

this. Congress, CPM and Trinamool
Congress are all on the same side.
The common enemy is BJPE an
“outsider” as Mamata Banerjee and Left
have branded it.

It appears that BJP's backroom
strategists did not read the 2021 state
assembly election results correctly
Winning 77 seats out of 294 was a

message that the Hindutva spin
intrinsic tothe Sangh Parivar’s
manual in north India

does not work in

AT - Bengal.
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Consider the
many BJP stumbles
besidesthe CAA rules. Centre

_— has not been releasing pavments for

significant shift is underwayv. The
results of this movement will unfold
over time. But what is

these parties have

POLLITICS

already clear is that for

been promising more all the parties BJP has
minority appeasement. Special Series on Elections | clubbed together -
This includes, per BJFP Congress, Trinamool
redistributing  wealth, cancelling Congressand CPM-led Left - the princi-

reservations for Dalits and Tribals and
rerouting these to Muslims.

This attack, as it plaved out in Bengal,
clubbed Congress, Trinamool Congress
and CPM-led Left all together. And that
isn't working out well for BJE For the

pal enemy in 2024 is now BJP.

The confusion and ambivalence of
past elections is over. Trinamool is a
rival, not the enemy it was earlier, both
in the 2021 state assembly and in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections. Let's underline

MGNREGA and PMAY, citing
irregularities. Then, there are central
agency raids. The sexual harassment
allegation against governor CV Ananda
Bose is also seeing heated exchanges
between BJP and the governing party
All in all, the politically experienced
Bengali voter has enough reasons to
reconsider past preferences,

2019 was different | Looking back, the
2019 election result turned BJP from a
small party into the principal opposition.
In that election, CPM was reduced to
zero  while Congress retained its
bastions of Baharampur and Maldaha
Dakshin. That was when a Modi wave

had swept through the country and
gathered such momentum that voters in
Bengal believed a new strong foree had
risen. Votes from CPM shifted in droves
to BJE From 29.9% in 2014, Left’s vote
sharedropped to7.5%. Conversely, BJP's
zoomed to40% from 17% in 2014.

Murshidabad tells a tale | This time, CPM
is confident that voters are returning to
its fold in urban and rural areas. By
standing for election from Murshidabad,
state party boss and politburo member
Mohammad Salim has gambled on three
things in hisconstituency. One, atransfer
of wvotes from Congress to CPM.
Two, sweeping up anti-incumbency
votes both from Trinamool (in the wake
of the teachers' recruitment scam,
Sandeshkhali etc) and BJP (perceived
failures on jobs and inflation). Three,
the absence of apro-BJP wave.

What INDIA got serendipitously right
| The faceless opposition loosely
sheltered by the unwieldy INDIA
banner has not bothered with a
common manifesto. But this could end
up proving a smart, organic strategy
that holds good as much in Bengal as it
doesin Maharashtra, Biharand perhaps
toanextent in Uttar Pradesh, Upagainst
BJP the game is to consolidate votes and
simplify the choice for voters.

The assertion of the politics of the
middle, with the Right and the Left as
bookends, isa correction of animbalance.
If the collective opposition and its
apparently shambolic tacties can nudge
BJP even a little way out of its
occupation of the middle ground, this
would also be a major breakthrough. In
Bengal, a Lok Sabha win and a jump in
vote share would be the first strong
confirmation of a revival of CPM, and
therefore the restoration of the missing
Left bookend.

The writer is a senior journalist

Bengal votes on May 13 (8 seats) in the
fourth of its T-phase polls

Is The Danger As Spicy As Headlines Suggest?

Ethylene oxide (EtO) in packaged spice seems terrible. But science has a more
nuanced view: EtO inhalation is bad, small residues in food not so much

Nandita.Sengupta@timesgroup.com

from India.

In the dock were India’s largest spice manufacturers,
and only pan-India spice retailers, MDH and Everest.

When Hong Kong and Singapore
suspended the sale of a few packaged
spices and spice blends exported from
India afortnight ago over the presence
of ‘carcinogenic residue’ ethylene
oXide, or EtO, it triggered a chain
reaction. Australia and then US started testing spices

thetime being0.1mg/ kg.

detergents, adhesives

MDH denied itused EtOat any point in its production

process,

What's the permissible limit of Et0? | EtO is the
season’s flavour —at the heart of global trade battles,
This is because there are no international standards
set for EtO's presence in foods or spices. Countries
often have their own policies. Since 2020, many food
recalls over EtO prompted Indonesia, Kenva, Mexico,
New Zealand and Peru last year to propose that
FAQ-WHO's global food coding body, Codex, evaluate
EtO residue in foods and spices, towards setting a

global standard.

What's the regulatory position in India? | One part of
India’s food safetv rules deals with ‘contaminants,
toxins and residues’ — a long list of residues, heavy

metals, and naturally-existing toxins, each of which

has a maximum residue limit or MRL. This is tested
againstitems classed under various food types-milk and
dairy, cereal, pulses, veggies and fruits, fish, seafood,
meats etc. In the domestic market, spices, barring
chillies, don’t feature in these long lists of foods and no

MELs are fixed for residues.

Does India have testing facilities? | India’sagrilabs have

a certain renown. Agri certification body APEDA

and FSSATI's network of food labs are very well-equipped
to analyse regulated food contaminants and toxins —
pesticide residues, heavy metals ete, says ICAR

scientist Kaushik Banerjee.

As research continues, in 2022 following EU red
flags, FSSAI had said till India sets its own MRLs for
residue in spices, testing for EtO would be set at 0.01lmg/
kg, the standard in Japan and some other countries. An
April8circularoverruled this, making the standard for

Why is EtO used? | EtO’s a basic chemical, a petrochem
product, a building block to make plastics, medicines,
etc. Used in
applications for decades, its role in sterilising medical

equipment has been noteworthy The gas slips into
nooks and crannies of devices to zap lurking
micro-organisms, which are a source of infection.
Similarly, Et() has been used to fumigate spices, at
one time seen as the go-to chemical to preserve spices
and herbs, in reducing bacterial/microbial loads. EtO
has proven ability to eliminate disease-causing
microorganisms, such assalmonella.

IsEtO carcinogenic? | Consider this. On April18, USEPA
finalised new standards for cancer-causing chemicals.
The regulation included EtQ, which a study had found

to be the “single biggest contributor to excess industrial

cancer risk from air pollutants nationwide™,

Here's the thing. § Chandrasekaran, professor of
organic chemistry at IISc, says EtO “as an inhalant is
more serious..in factories/establishments where
large-scale use of EtO for fumigation is done, or in

places where Et(O is used as a raw material for
conversion to other useful chemicals”. But the Key

industrial

point he makes is that, “presence of EtO as residue in
spices is usually very small, and less likely to harm
thanasaninhalant.”

In short, word on EtO residue being carcinogenic is

inconclusive, globally, while EtO as an inhalant has

residues,

an established carcinogenic link.

How much EtO is too much? | EU prohibits any use of
EtO in food imports. In US and Canada, MRLs for EtO
are Tmg/kg on various fresh products. EtO MRL for
walnuts is 30mg/kg. South Korea and Japan have a
limit of 0.0lmg/kg. Singapore allows EtO only in
whole spices, up to50mg/kg.

In India, research is at the stage of identifyving
analysis methods to correctly estimate undesirable
residues — only then can crop-specific MRELs be
fixed. It's work-in-progress. Banerjee says that
while the capacity of Indian labs to analyse pesticide
mycotoxins
satisfactory, research on other contaminants and
toxins is limited.

and heavy metals is

A big gap in research is the lack of validated

analytical methods, regulatory limits, and also poor
standards of ‘label claims’ of pesticides. A label claim
is the statement on ingredients, process, and function
claims, regulated by govt agencies to ensure that
they're truthful.

Everest and MDH will be inspected for flouting export
norms, but the bottomline, according to scientists, is
that the science so far does not indicate a strong

carcinogenic link regarding exposure to EtO through

Calvin & Hobbes

IT WouLD SURE BE A BIG
SURPRISE IF THE SCHOOL BUS
SPOMTANEOUSLY EXPLODED AMD
L DIDNT HAVE TO GO TO SCHOOL!

YERH, 1D SURE BE
SURPRISED \F THAT
HAPPENED /

L\FE 1S FUlLL OF
SURPRISES, BUT
NENER WHEN YOU

food. “A daily consumption of 0.037 micrograms of EtO
per kg of body weight is considered of minimal
concern,” says Banerjee. Let's stick to science.

Sacredspace

In politics
we presume
that evervone
who knows how
togetvotes
knows how to
administer a city or a state. When
we areill..we do not ask for the
handsomest physician, or the most
eloquent one.

Plato

Cultivating Contentment As Conscious Practice

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

he DMvine has granted you all the
I little pleasures of the world, but the
highest of them all —eternal bliss—
can be had only by going to the Divine.

Itisdifficult to get into bliss. It
dawns in you after many lifetimes, and
once youare in it, it is even more difficult
toget outof it. We seek bliss, divine
union with the Sourceall our lives, but
the world keeps getting in the wawy.
There are so many inexplicable,
incomprehensible waysof not coming
home; azillion distractions keep you
from moving towards that goal.

We keep our minds alive through
cravings and aversions—through
should and should not. The mind must
diefor bliss todawn. The abode of all the
devasordivinities is bliss. Only in this
physical body can you comprehend and
uphold bliss.

Seeing our life and the universe as
one unit of energy removes us from the
mind’s chatter and brings us closer to
our true nature, What does it mean to see
everything as a unit of energy? Like the
rainbow, whatever colour is there, it is
still light. It doesn’t matter whetherit's
blue, green, yellow, orange, or violet,

In the same way, all different
emotionsarealsopartof one
light, one energy. po !

Vedant, the highest S Beh
knowledge, is about letting
goand letting be. What are
vou ‘lettinggo’ of 7 Thesmall
mind. Due to ignorance,

That one field of consciousness from
where evervthing has come, in which
evervthing is, and which isevervthing,
is called Brahmn. That’s what the
Brahma Sutra or Vedant is all about. The
Brahmn is all around us. It's always there.
Thisenergy is wisdom and knowledge;

when practised, it manifests as bliss.
With ignorance, the same energy
manifests as sadness, anger,

rage, and jealousy,

d & When vou dislike someone
or something, it only stiffens
vour heart and this hardness
_ takeslongtosoften again,

THE SPEAKING TREE trapping vouaway from true

all the mental gymnastics
that you go through
becomes negative energy.

joy. Nothing in the material

BLISST ECH world can bring lasting

contentment. Seeking

We call them negative feelings because
they restrict vou. But still, it'senergy. The
same energy becomes positive with
wisdom. Energy with wisdom is bliss.

contentment in the material world only
leads to discontentment, and negativity
This negativity eventually peaks, and
like a full cloud, it bursts and returnsto

the divinity. You cannot escape God
whether you take the longer route of
negativity orthe instantapproach of
positivity, faith, and contentment.
Secondly, when vou know there is
someone to guide you, to take care of
vou, then also vour smile does not
vanish. Thirdly, when you see that you
are here to give, to contribute that also
gives youstrength to move through
those moments when vou cannot smile.
Lastly, know that bliss isa conscious
practice. Practising bliss islike
maintaining hyvgiene. You can’t say
cleanliness will happen all by itself.
Youneed to brush your teeth, takea
shower, and keep things clean. Similarly
contentment and happiness alsoneed to
be practised. But if we've conditioned
our mind to be miserable, we remain in
that energy only. It's the same energy,
and we must decondition it and make
ourenergy radiate bliss and happiness.
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Hyderabad: On a wicket where
Lucknow Super Gilants batters
struggled to score, Travis Head
(89%: 30b, Bx4, 8x6) and Abhishek
Sharma (75%, 28b, x4, 6x6) puton
a batting masterclass to power
Sunrisers Hyvderabad to a crush-
ing 10-wicket victory at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Cricket
Stadium on Wednesday.

Chasing a modest 165/4,
thanks largely to Ayush Badoni's
(55%: 30b, 9x4) and Nicholas
Pooran's (48%; 26b, 6x4, 1x6) stand
of 99 runs for the fifth wicket,
sSunrisers chased down the total
in a mere 9.4 overs. Their seventh
win propelled them to third spot
in the points table.

Head equalled the record for
fastest half-century for SRH in 16
balls, joining his partner Ab-
hishek, who had hit a 16-ball halt-
century against Mumbai Indians
here earlier this season. At the
other end, Abhishek got his half-
century in 19 deliveries.

“I'm lost for words. We've
watched that battingon TV
but this was unreal.
Everything was hitting the
middle of the bat. Kudos to
their skill, they've worked
very hard on their six
hitting.”

—KL Rahul | Lsc capTam

RCB

12/10 7/10

DEMOLITION
MEN!

Travis Head And Abhishek Sharma
Pummel LSG As SRH Chase Down
166-Run Target In 9.4 Overs

OPEN AND SHUT CASE!
Abhishke Sharma (left) and
Travis Head celebrate SRH's
speedy win over LSG in
Hyderabad on Wednesday

The duo smashed 50 runs in
3.1 overs and 100 runs in 5.4 overs
as the Powerplay produced 107/0.
Head was at his brutal best, hit-
ting Naveen-ul-Hag for 22 in the
fifth over to race to his half-cen-
turv. In the next over, Abhishek,
who was dropped on 24 off Ravi
Bishnoi in the 4th over, reached
his half ton with a six of Badoni.
None of the Super Giants
bowlers made any impression.
Krishnappa Gowtham was the
best of the lot with an economy
rate of 14.50. All the other bowl-
ers went at over 17 an over!
Abhishek finished off the
game at 167/0 with a six off Yash
Thakur over extra cover.
Earlier, choosing to bat, Super

LAST FIVE MATCHES
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Travis Head has become the first batter to hit three fifties

off 18 or less balls, all this season — two 16-ball fifties vs

Delhi Capitals in Delhi on April 20 & vs LSG in Hyderabad on

May 8, and a 18-ball fifty vs MI in Hyderabad on March 27.
Head has also become the third batter to score 500-plus runs this
season after Virat Kohli (542) and Ruturaj Gaikwad (541).

This is SRH's third triumph
3 by a 10-wicket margin in

the IPL, one each against
Gujarat Lions in Rajkot on April
21, 2016, vs Mumbai Indians in
Sharjah on Nov 3, 2020 and
against LSG in Hyderabad on

May 8, 2024,

107/ Dz

after 9.4 overs is the highest ever
at this stage in an IPL match,
zooming past their own 158/4
after 10 overs vs Delhi in Delhi on
April 20, 2024.

Giants struggled to get going.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (2/12) re-
moved Quinton de Kock (2) and
Marcus Stoinis in successive
overs. While Nitish Kumar Reddy
took a well-judged catch at back-
ward square leg to dismiss the
South African, Sanvir Singh took
a brilliant diving catch inches off

the ground at mid-on to get rid of
the Australian to reduce the visi-
tors to 21/2 in the fifth over:
Bhuvneshwar’s tight spell of
2/7 in three overs meant the visi-
tors managed only 27/2 in first
s1x overs, which is the joint-sec-
ond lowest powerplay score this
season. Krunal Pandya then tried

to switch gears by hitting Jaydev
Unadkat for consecutive sixes in
the eighth over. Rahul (29) per-
ished in the 10th over of Pat Cum-
mins as they managed 57/3 at the
halfway stage.

Birthday boy Cummins ended
Krunal's vigil (24 off 21) with a
direct throw from mid-off in the
12th over. Badoni breathed life
into the Super Gilants’ innings
with a couple of boundaries off
Natarajan to reach his half-cen-
tury in 28 deliveries while
Pooran scored 19 off Cummins’
final over as the duo added 63 in
the last five.

[t proved inadequate with the
SEH opening duo in such a pun-
1shing mood.

A
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HOW THEY STAND

TEAM |

THERE USED TO BE STAGES
WHEN SAMSON SEEMED TO
LOSE CONCENTRATION, WHICH
WE'VE ADDRESSED FROM PAST
SEASONS. HE'S CHANGED HiS MINDSET
ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF REST AND
RECOVERY, RATHER THAN JUST TRAINING
ALL THE TIME AND BEING TIRED," -

— Kumar Sangakkara | RR director of cricket

M|W L|HI‘.IIIF‘T‘5

MUMBAI FIRST TEAM
TO BE KNOCKED OUT

ollowing SRH's big win, Mumbai Indians

became the first team this season to be
eliminated from the playoffs race. Ml are
currently 9th on the points table and none
of the 8,192 possible combinations of
match results can end up with them
finishing better than 5th on points. They
will be able to get to only 12 points if they
win their last two games, which won't be
enough to make the playoffs.

KKR | 11 (8|3 | 1453 | 16
RR 11 | 8 | 3 | 0.476 | 16
SRH |12 (7 |5 | 0.406 | 14
CSK |11 | 6|5 0700 | 12
DC 12 |6 |6 |-0.316 | 12
LG |12 | 6|6 |-0.769| 12
RCB |11 | 4|7 |-0.049| B
PBKS |11 |4 |7 |-0.187| 8
Mi 12 |4 |8 (-0.212| 8
GT 11 | 4 |7 |-1.320| 8
SCOREBOARD

LSG: KL Rahul c Natarajan b
Cummins 29, Q de Kock ¢ Reddy b
Bhuvneshwar 2, M Stoinis c Sanvir
b Bhuvneshwar 3, K Pandya run
out 24, N Pooran not out 48, A
Badoni not out 55; Extras (Ibl,
w3): 4; Total (20 ov; RR: 8.25):
165/4; FoW: 1-13, 2-21, 3-57, 4-66;
Bowling: Bhuvneshwar 4-0-12-2,
Cummins 4-0-47-1, Shahbaz 2-0-5-
0, Viyaskanth 4-0-27-0, Unadkat
2-0-19-0, Natarajan 4-0-50-0

SRH: A Sharma not out 75, T Head
not out 89; Extras (b1, w2): 3; Total
(9.4 ov; RR: 17.27): 167/0; Bowling:
Gowtham 2-0-29-0, Thakur 2.4-0-
47-0, Bishnoi 2-0-34-0. Naveen-ul-
Hagq 2-0-37-0, Badoni 1-0-19-0

Result: SRH won by 10 wickets
(with 62 balls remaining)

LSG's total
7 after the
first six

overs, the joint-second lowest
Powerplay score this season.
The lowest i1s 23/3 by GT vs
RCB in Bengaluru on March 4.
Punjab had scored 27/3 vs SRH
in Mullanpur on April 9.

29

and Nicholas Pooran, LSG's
highest stand for the fifth
wicket in the IPL, going past
the 87 between Badoni and
Deepak Hooda vs Gujarat
Titans at Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai on March 28, 2022,

Unbroken
partnership
between Badoni

IMPORTANT TO BOWL
ON GOOD LENGTH AT
THE DEATH: KULDEEP

New Delhi: Delhi Capitals left-arm wrist
spinner Kuldeep Yadav, who returned match-
winning figures of 2/25 against Rajasthan
Rovals, said his bowling approach to Donovan
Ferreira was the key to his side’s 20-run win.

Kuldeep gave the twin blows in the crucial
18th over to virtually end RR's hopes chasing
down the target of 222. Rajasthan needed 41
from last three overs with the big hitting
South African Ferreira at the crease but
Kuldeep dismissed him off the first ball of
his final over. 1 have played against him
(Ferreira) in South Africa and | knew he was
a backfoot player and wanted to stay a little
full and quick and got him out first ball,”
Kuldeep said. *
on a good length. That's the main challenge
when | bowl in the death overs. | bowled a
couple of seam-up deliveries to read what
the batters are doing. Just the length

It is very important to bowl

KULDEEP
YADAV

matters for me. That was the plan,” he said.
Bowling at the death was a concern for DC
but skipper Rishabh Pant was a happy man on
Tuesday. “As always, Kuldeep delivered. The
way our bowlers executed at the back end
was the main positive and it was good to see.
We'll try to learn from this,” Pant said. emi

IN SEARCH OF LUCK: Punjab Kings'
sam Eurran (c) with teammates

Battle for survival as
RCB take on Punjab

Dharamshala: Roval Challeng-
ers Bengaluru will look for their
fourth consecutive victory when
they face an unpredictahle Pun-
jab Kings here on Thursday, After
a horrendous start to the season,
RCB have managed to claw their
way back. They have the winning
momentum on their side, having
won their last three games com-
prehensively The wins have not
only boosted their sagging mo-
rale but also taken them to the
seventh spot in the points table,
With eight points from 11
games, RCB can still make the
playoffs if they win all their re-
maining three fixtures, although
the chances are slim. Punjab
Kings too stare at a similar situ-
ation. They occupy the eighth
spot, having collected eight points
from 11 games. However, between

GALLERY

Mongolia shot
out for 12, 2nd

the two, only one team can reach
the all-important 14 points mark.

Having beaten PBKS earlier
in the season and heading to this
clash with three wins on the trot,
RCB will feel more confident than
the hosts. Virat Kohli remains
consistent at the top, while skip-
per Faf du Plessis broke his
string of poor scores with a bel-
ligerent knock in the last game.

Will Jacks also impressed
with a match-winning century
against GT, and Cameron Green
showeased his all-round skills
with crucial contributions in
runs and wickets against Sunris-
ers Hyderabad. Their bowling
department has started clicking
with Mohammed Siraj, who is in
India’s T'20 World Cup squad, fi-
nally finding his rhythm.

PBEKS, on the other hand, will

Virat Kohli's
only hundred
against Punjab,

off 50 balls, came in Bengaluru
on May 18, 2016. Two other
centuries, both by Chris Gayle
in Bengaluru, have been
scored by RCE against PBKS
—117 on May 6, 2015 & 107 on
May 6, 2011.

Piyush
4- 1 7 Chawla's
figures in

Dharamshala on May 17, 2011
are the best for Punjab vs RCB.

20892

Average registered by RCB's
No. 4, 5 and 6 batters while
aggregating 544 runs in 11
matches, the least by any
team for these batting

positions this season.
—Stats: Rajesh Kumar

be low on confidence having suf-
fered an inexplicable batting col-
lapse against CSK. The Kings
showcased their veryv best and
worst against CSK. Their bowlers
were all over the CSK batters but
the batting unit choked.

It was another example of how
Punjab’s season has been this
vear — unpredictable. They have
showeased their potential with
away wins over KKR, when they
recorded the highest successful
run chase in T20s, and CSK. How-
ever, they have faced difficulties
at home. They have won just one
out of five games in Mullanpur,
their main home ground. e

Samson has Sangakkara’s backing as
India’s No. 1 ’keeper-bat for T20 WC

Hindol.Basu@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Sanju Samson or
Rishabh Pant? Who will start as In-
dia’s No. 1 wicketkeeper-bat in the
upcoming T20 World Cup? The situ-
ation, at present, is neck and neck,
perhaps slightly tilted towards Pant.

Being a left-hander in the mid-
dle-order with the credentials of a
proven match-winner and innova-
tive shot-making make Pant the
first choice - as of now

But Samson is bridging the gap
with every innings in the ongoing
IPL, the latest one being a swash-
buckling 46-ball 86 against Delhi
Capitals on Tuesday. The knock
didn’t land Rajasthan a win, but
enhanced Samson’s growing repu-
tation with regards to consistency
in his batting.

Just going by sheer numbers,
Samson has scored 471 runs in the
IPL sofar at an average of 67.28. His
strike-rate of 163.54 is also among
the best in the competition.

This isn't one of those seasons
where Sanju has started well but
withered away as the tournament
progressed. Not only has the vol-
ume of runs increased, but they've
come at more than a fair clip,

After the DC-RR game, Royals
head coach Kumar Sangakkara
gave further insights into what has
gone right for Samson this season.
“With Sanju, the biggest thing this
season is that he is having a lot of
clarity about the way he should

IN THE ZONE: Royals captain Sanju
Samson bats as DC counterpart
Rishabh Pant looks on in Delhi

bat,” Sangakkara said.

“Earlier, there were certain
stages of the game where he seemed
to lose a little bit of concentration.
We have addressed that from the
past seasons. Now, he has really
bought into the role we've assigned
him - not only as a captain but also
as a batter.

*Also, he has changed his mind-
set on the importance of rest and
recovery. Rather than training all
the time and being tired mentally
and physically, rest is on top of his
to-do list. There is no doubt that he
has exceptional ability and is a very
special player. When he is fresh and

Paul Stirling to lead ‘India picking 4 spinners for WC

Anindya Chattopadhyay

focused, there is nothing that he
really can't achieve.”

The Sri Lankan legend doesn’t
want to go into the Samson vs Pant
debate as of now, but his choice is
quite clear.

“It’s (selecting Samson or Pant)
really up to Rahul Dravid and Rohit
sharma and how they see the com-
bination,” Sangakkara said. “But
Sanju has made his case, so hope-
fully he'll have a good run in the
World Cup.”

Most of Samson’s runs in the IPL
have come at the No., 3 position - a
slot that's blocked in the Indian
team dynamics. If he plays in the
T20 WC, No. 5 might be his given
number where he mav have to face
a lot of spin.

In the IPL, over the years, Sam-

SAMSON FINED
30% MATCH FEE
FOR BREACHING
CODE OF CONDUCT

New Delhi: Rajasthan Royals
captain Sanju Samson has been
fined 30% of his match fees for
breaching the IPL Code of
Conduct during his side's 20-run
loss to Delhi Capitals here. The
offence committed by Samson,
who made 86 during RR's
unsuccessful run chase of 222
on Tuesday, was not specified
but it could be for arguing with
the umpires when he was given
out after Shai Hope took a catch
just near the boundary ropes in

the 16th over. e

son has been superb in terms of
power-hitting against the pacers.
This vear has been no different. He
is striking at 174.03 while scoring
315 runs against the pacemen. But
it's his hitting against the spinners
that has seen guite an improve-
ment. His overall strike-rate
against spin in IPL 1s 135.8, but this
season Samson has scored 156 runs
at a strike-rate of 145.79 against the
spinners.

“He (Samson) is exceptionally
talented against pace and spin.
High pace doesn’t bother him. Turn
doesn’t bother him. It's just a case
of focusing and trusting the areas
that he scores in and really keeping
that intent going. He can play any
shot in the book. He has got great
power to clear the boundary. He is
showing how exceptionally gifted
he is against spin,” Sangakkara
reflected.

Scott back as coach of
India basketball team

lowest T20I total

Sano: Seven months after
they made their interna-
tional debut at the Asian
Games, Mongolia capped
an ignominious milestone
when they were bowled out
for 12, the second lowest
score in T200 history ina
match against hosts Japan
here on Wednesday. In
response to Japan's impos-
ing 217 for 7, Mongolia were
folded in 8.2 overs. rm

ACTION

TODAY

CHESS: Champions Tour,
9.45 pm (chess.com you-
tube); BASKETBALL:
Celtics vs Cavaliers, 4.30
am (Jiocinema); CRICKET:
IPL, Bengaluru vs Punjab,
71.30 pm (Star Sports,
Jiocinema); FOOTBALL:
Europa, Semis Leg 2, Ata-
lanta vs Marseille, Lev-
erkusen vs Roma, 12.30 am
Friday (Sony).

Ireland at T20 WC gnot surprising, it’s their strength’

Dublin: Veteran opening bat-
ter Paul S5tirling was on
Wednesday named Ireland
skipper in their 15-member
squad for the upcoming T20
World Cup in West Indies and
USA. Besides Stirling, the ex-
periencedfaces intheir squad
are Andrew Balbirnie and
George Dockrell as Ireland
begin their campaign against
India in their Group A fixture
in New York on June5.
Pakistan, Canada and
hosts USA are the three oth-
er teams of the group. Ire-
land’s batting lineup fea-
tures Harry Tector, Lorcan
Tucker, Ross Adair, and Cur-
tis Campher. Left-arm seam:-
er Josh Little and Mark
Adair will lead the pace at-
tack, which also has the op-
tions of Graham Hume,
Campher, Barry McCarthy
and Craig Young.
Leg-spinner duo of Ben
White and all-rounder Ga-
reth Delany will be the two
spinoptions inthe side. Tt will
be Ireland’s eighth succes-

sive appearance in the com-
petition, having qualified by
finishing second in the re-
gional final of the Europe
Gualifier next to Scotland.

Shakib returns to B'desh
squad for T201 vs Zim: All
rounder Shakib Al Hasan re-
turned to Bangladesh's T20
squad for the first time in 10
months after the selectors in-
cluded him for the final two
matches against Zimbabwe.
Shakib’s last appearance was
a man-of-the-match perform-
ance against Afghanistan in
July 2023, when he was cap-
tain. An eve problem and a
finger injury restricted his
appearances after the ODI
World Cup last year.

Najmul Hossain Shanto
has replaced him as captain
in all formats this year. Ban-
gladesh has already clinched
the five-match T20I series af-
ter taking an unassailable 3-0
lead. The last two matches
will be played in Dhaka on
Friday and Sunday. acencies

New Delhi: West Indies pace
legend Courtney Walsh 1s not
surprised by India’s decision
to pick four spinners in their
T20 World Cup squad, sayving
the move aligns with their
strengths. India’s selectors
named Kuldeep Yadav, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Axar Patel
and Ravindra Jadeja in their
15-man squad for the marquee
event, starting June 1 in the
USA and West Indies.

“India picking four spin-
ners I'm not surprised... it
seems to be their strength,”
Walshsaid on the sidelines
of the launch of the Big
Cricket League here. “West
Indies have picked three
spinners. It's going to be dif-
ferent conditions and every-
body has to balance the
team,” Walsh added.

India skipper Rohit Shar-
ma last week said that he
wanted four spinners in the
side but did not specifically
mention the reason behind
the move. It could be because
of the slow sluggish wickets

WISE WORDS: Courtney Walsh

in the West Indies or the un-
usually early starts,

Walsh, regarded as one of
the most admired cricketers,
feels India have a quality
pace-bowling unit to comple-
ment their spinners. “India
still have guality fast bow-
lers, most of the teams do, so
it will be a very competitive
tournament. The majority
of the teams have good-quali-
ty fast bowlers and spinners.

“It's (the tournament) go-
ing to be dominated by the
bat possibly. But it is difficult
to predict whoisgoingtowin

it, difficult to predict which
bowler is going to be a stand-
out. The teams that execute
well will be successful.”

West Indies are co-hosting
the tournament and former
captain Walsh is optimistic
about the two-time cham-
pions' chances at the T20
World Cup this summer. “T'm
expecting them to do very
well. It's a nice balanced team
and [ am very optimistic that
they'll play guality cricket.
The group is not the easiest
but once we reach the super
sixes, there's a good chance.”

The first bowler to reach
500 Test wickets graced the
field from 1984 to 2001. During
that period he took 519 scalps
from 132 Tests. Asked what
advice he'll give to Bumrah,
Walsh said, “Stay fit have
fun. The more you play the
more experienced yvou get.
It's all about managing the
injuries well. That will help
him become fitter, stronger
and better. You can only play
if youarefitenough.” rn

Amit.Sampat
@timesgroup.com

: Imdore: Things are finally
. getting back on course for In-
: dian basketball. India’s most
. successful basketball coach,
. American Scott
: will soon be back with the na-
. tional cagers. The 66-year-old
: Scott will replace Serbian co-
: ach Veselin Matic, who is set
: toleavethecountry on May 13.

Flemming

While announcing the ap-

. pointment of Scott as the new
: head coach
: men's team, Basketball Fede-
: ration of India (BFI) presi-
: dent Aadhav Arjuna said,

of the senior

“The tenure of Matic ended

: recently and he will be going
. back home. For some months
. now, we have been in touch
: with Scott and are happy to
: appoint him as India's new
: head coach, again.”

In 2015, when Scott decided

. to leave India, BFI was in the
- middle of an administrative
. battle with two factions figh-
: ting to stake claim to the fede-
: ration management. Thereaf-

NEW INNINGS: Scott Flemming

ter, Scott came back to the co-
untryasthe technical director
of NBA India Academy:

Speaking with TOI after
inaugurating the junior na-
tional championship in Indo-
re, Arjuna added, “Scott
brings with him exceptional-
Iy rich experience of 38 vears
in coaching basketball at the
highestlevels. AsIndia's head
coach from 2012-2015, Scott led
the national team to some me-
morable achievements inclu-
ding defeating Asia’s top-ran-
ked team China in 2014. Du-
ring his tenure he gave ourca-
gers hope and we see a new
India with Scott.”
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Paris: London’s calling, but
not for Kylian Mbappé.

When Borussia Dortmund’s
playvers rushed over to their
fans wearing yvellow “London
24" T-shirts and joined in the
celebrations after knocking
out Paris Saint-Germain to
reach the Champions League
final on Tuesday, Mbappe had
long left the field.

Wembley Stadivum on June 1
15 the final stop on Dortmund’s
quest for the Champions League
trophy, by which time Mbappé
will have played his last game
for PSG having failed to win the
trophy the club’s cash-rich Qa-
tari oWners so crave.

A MATS
FINISH

Hummels’ Powerful Header Secures Borussia
Dortmund’s First Final Appearance In 11 Years

Goalkeeper Gregor Kobel
palmed away Mbappé's low
shot, then pushed Mbappe’s
deflected close-range effort
onto the crossbar with a superb
one-handed save. The Parc des
Princes crowd groaned when
midfielder Vitinha's thumping
2h-meter strike rattled the
woodwork.

Coach Edin Terzie's team
will play either record 14-
time champion Real Ma-
drid or six-time win-
ner Bayvern Munich
on June 1 at Wem- 4
bley Stadium.

“Extremely
proud. I'm very

Hummels is the
third-oldest scorer

in the semi-finals in my career, just five. Now is a
of the Champions good time to add to that number.
League, aged 35 years Since the second match of the
143 days, behind only group stage, we've believed that
Ryan Giggs (37 years we can prevail in every game -
148 dways) in 2011 and and | don't see why we shouldn’t
Edin Dzeko (37 years 54 win at Wembley.”
days) in 2023, —Mats Hummels, pPLAYER OF THE MATCH

Central defender Mats Hum- happy,” Terzic said. *“'We beat

mels headed Dortmund into the
final as the German team won
1-0 at PSG. Moments after War-
ren Zaire-Emery missed an
open goal for PSG, Hummels
rose unchallenged to head in
Julian Brandt's corner from the
left in the 50th minute. Dort-
mund advanced 2-0 on aggre-
gate and largely contained
Mbappe, who is leaving PSG.
PSG exerted late pressure.

a team like PSG two times and
we again kept a clean sheet. We
started really well and kept
them away from the goal.”
Dortmund are on course for
their second Champions

League trophy after winning

in 1997 and a third European
trophy, having won the now
defunct UEFA Cup Winners’
Cup in 1966. Dortmund also
reached the Champions

safizwl) Axyan

KEY MOMENTS

SEMIFINAi IND LEG

Gaatty Imapas

YELLOW FEVER: Mats Hummels and his
Dortmund teammates celebrate after his
goal while a dejected Mbappe walks away

League final in 2013, losing to Bayern.
“Indescribable. After more than 10
years, | am in the final with Borussia

third time, after
triumphing in 1997 and

Dortmund have made it
< to the CL final for the

31' | Dembele powers shot wide
35' | Donnarumma denies Adeyemi DORTMUND
after counter Hummels 50
... 47" | Zaire-Emery hits post Dortmund win 2-0 on aggregate
50° | Hummels' header doubles
Dortmund lead in the tie MATCH STATS Paris: Kylian Mbappe leaned forward with
: PSG Dortmund s head howed and hands on his thighs.
61' | Muno Mendes strike smacks 70 Passession % 30 | Another Champions League dream with
woodwork = . - Paris Saint-Germain was over, ruined hy
80 | Kobel pushes Mbappe shot Shots the ruthless efficiency of a Borussia Dort-
round post 5 On Target 3 mumnd teem that stopped him scoring in both
legs of their Champions League semifinal.
86' | Mbappe half-volley deflects 12 Corners 4 “We always want to win at PSG, we
onto frame of goal 8 Fouls 6 feel sad,” Mbappe said after Tuesday's
- i 3 defeat. “We should have scored. We had
8¢ gr'gg;';;ﬁn” hits underside of the chances to score {(and) when vou
don’t, when you're not efficient at both

ends, it’s difficult to go through.”
PSG coach Luis Enrigue consoled Mbap-
pe, and then his star striker trudged off the

again,” said Marco Reus, Dortmund’s  runners-up in 2013 (Wembley).  field and toward a new destination next
veteran midfielder who is leaving the PSGhavewononlyoneof  season. Mbappe had starred for Monaco as
team after this season. “How we won the their seven CL semifinal an 18-year-old sensation when it reached
game, no one will ask tomorrow. Shots matches. the semifinals of the Champions League

against the post won't matter tomorrow.”
“Efficiency, that’s what we were miss-

24yp1i5id

— knocking out Dortmund along the way
with three goals in the quarterfinals.

ing,"” PSG captain Marquinhos said. PSG starting line-up had an He accepted his share of the blame

Mbappeé’s last home game for PSG average egg aof 24 !EE ars 157 for not being able to reproduce his mag-
who have already clinched the French days, the youngest for a side at ic in front of goal, seven years later, as
league title—will be Sunday against Tou- s stage of the competition a global superstar with 46 goals for

louse, and his last game for the club May
25 in the French Cup final against Lyon.

In Lille and not London. ap A

since Arsenal (24y 26d) in

France and the scorer of a hat-trick in
a men’s World Cup final to become the
tournament’s top scorer two years ago.

Mbappe shoulders
" the blame for defeat

To be honest, |
think we
deserved to win
the match. We
created 31 shots,
hitting the
woodwork four
times. In the two
matches, we hit the
woodwork six times but we
didn't score a goal. Football is so
unfair sometimes.”

—Luis Enrigque | psa coacH

4
l

“/T'S ALMOST SURREAL. |
THINK IN THE GRAND SCHEME
OF THINGS WE DESERVED TO
REACH THE FINAL. WE CAME
HERE TO CONFRONT A
TEAM THAT HAS SO
MANY QUALITIES. IT'S
THANKS TO TEAM
WORK, GRANTED A
LITTLE BIT OF LUCK
T00. I'M VERY PROUD
OF MY TEAM, MY STAFF,
AND THE ENTIRE CLUB!"

=Edin Terzic | porTauND CoACH

“When things are good, | take
all the limelight and when they
are not, you have to take the

shadow. That's not a problem.
The first one who should have
scored tonight was me. That's
life and we have to move on,

me and the team.”
—Kylian Mbappe

P

i

PSG paid €180 million,
m a world-record fee for
a teenager, to buy

Kylian Mbappe from AS Monaco in
2018. Dortmund’s starting X1 vs PSG
only cost them roughly €6 million more
than Mbappe's transfer fee, as per @
TransferMarkt

“1 tried to help myv team the best 1
could. It wasn't enough. When yvou're talk-
ing about efficiency at both ends, I think
I'm the first in question,” the 25-yvear-old
said. “I'm the one who should score the
goals and make the difference. 1 have no
problem with that, the first person who
should have scored tonight 15 me.”

PSG took four times as many shots as
their opponents did, hitting the woodwork
four times. “In decisive Champions League
matches, when vou're not effective in both
boxes, it's difficult to get through to the next
round,” Mbappe said. “Even more so when
we're talking about a final. We're disap-
pointed, but it's not all doom and gloom. We
need to build on that and keep working,
because I'm sure we'll get there.” acencies

ALONSO’S

LEVERKUSEN
EYE EUROPA
FINAL BERTH

Leverkusen: Xabi Alonso's
rampaging Baver Leverkusen
will have an additional incen-
tive in Thursday’s home sec-
ond-leg Europa League semi-
final against Roma: breaking
a 59-year-old European foot-
ball record.

Avoiding defeat will
extend their
unbeaten run to 49

games - the best mark in
European football history.

A Eusebio-inspired Ben-
fica went on a 48-game un-
beaten streak between 1963
and 1965. The record has
stood since, but Leverkusen
have a golden chance of blow-
ing it out of the water. Alon-
s0's side has already overtaken
Juventus’ 43-match unbeaten
run from 2011 to 2012, which
was the best of a team in the
top five European leagues.

Leverkusen won 2-0 in
Rome last week and could pro-
ogress to the final even with a
one-goal loss, but breaking the
record would be yvet another
putstanding achievement in an
already brilliant season.

Leverkusen goalkeeper and
captain Lukas Hradecky said
pursuit of an unbeaten season
gave his side “extra motiva-
tion”, “It's close,” said Hrad-
ecky, explaining “I can tell my
granddaughter and grandson
about this.” Avoiding defeat will
set up a meeting with either
Atalanta or Marseille in the Eu-
ropa League final in Dublin.

THIRD MALAYSIA
FOOTBALLER
ATTACKED

Milan: Former Malaysia skipper
Safig Rahim became the third
footballer to be attacked in the
past week after he was
threatened with a hammer and
his car windscreen smashed by
two assailants. Safig was not
injured in the attack late
Tuesday in southern Johor state
following a training session with
JohorDarul Ta'zim, one of Asia’s
top clubs run by the crown
prince of the Johor royal family.

UN declares May 25 as World
Football Day: The United
Nations General Assembly
adopted a resolution Tuesday
proclaiming May 25 as World
Football Day. acencies

‘More Indians can
make WCC cycle’

Archiman Bhaduri
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: It took years for an
Indian to break into the World
Chess Championship (WCC)
cycle after Viswanathan
Anand. And when it hap-
pened, we saw three
Grandmasters make
the Candidates this &
time. But GM Surva
Sekhar Ganguly &
feels that it was not
something unusual,
but rather the begin-
ning of a new chess
culture in India.

Ganguly, who was in To-
ronto as a second to GM Vidit
Gujrathi, watched D Gukesh
emerge as the challenger to
World champion Ding Liren
by winning the meet,

As Anand said recently,
one need not be a tourist but
live there (at the highest
stage of world chess). Gan-
ouly feels that will be a real-
ity now. “1 feel it's just the
beginning. I will not be sur-
prised to see more of them
or even someone new mak-
ing the cycle soon,”™ he told
TOI on Wednesday after his
return to the city

“I have the good fortune
of watching all these young-
sters from very close guar-
ters and none of their

achievements really surpris-
es me anymore. They have
the personality and charac-
ter to go the distance. Not
only Gukesh or Pragg (R
Praggnanandhaa), but Nihal
(Sarin) and Arjun (Erigaisi)
could have also made the
grade this time. They are
all so humble, down to
earth, eager to learn
and focussed that
nothing goes to
their heads. The
way Gukesh made
a comeback after
the seven-round loss
speaks volumes about
how they approach challeng-
ing situations. It's very dif-
ficult to shake them,” Gan-
guly pointed out.

The Bengal boy felt the
seeds of this success had been
reaped yvears back when some
top chess players like Vishnu
Prasanna and RB Ramesh
took up coaching.

The multiple national
champion is hopeful of see-
ing an Indian World cham-
pion later this year, “On pa-
per, Liren will start as fa-
vourites. But will that matter
for Gukesh? I will say no. See
none of Gukesh, Pragg or
Vidit were favourites in the
Candidates too, but the way
they played, anybody could
have won the meet.”

Not wary of exposing my best: Fulton

Focus On Performance & Assessment Of Team During European Leg Of Pro League

ManujaVeerappa
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The stairway
walls to the meeting arena of
the Indian hockey team at the
SAIl, South Centre, here are
adorned with photographs of
India’s achievements in the
sport over the decades. A pho-
tograph of the 1932 Los Ange-
les Olympics winning team is
surrounded by that of the
champions from 1952, 1956, the
silver-winning team from 1960
in Rome and the Tokvo bronze
medallists from 2020,

The wall of fame is the
brainchild of men's team
chief coach Craig Fulton and
13 meant to remind players
every day about the country’s
great legacy in the game. *The
pictures reflect the legacy of
the Indian men’'s and women’s
hockey teams. Not many of
the younger players know
what happened decades ago
and we wanted to recreate the
timeline from the glorv davs,”
said the South African.

Each of the plavers hoping
to be on the flight to Paris
later this vear will want to
make it to that wall. Not an
unrealistic ambition but one
which demands hard work,

Back to training after a -5
loss to Australia in an away Test
series, the team has been pre-
paring for the most crucial

CRAIG
FULTON

phase of the Paris Olympics
build-up. Starting May 22, India
will play eight FTH Pro League
matches in Europe against Ar-
gentina, Belgium, Germany,
and Great Britain. In the three
weeks, Fulton will firm up his
squad for the Olympics. With
the team departing next week,
Fulton reflected on the team’s
preparations in an exclusive
interview with TOI. Excerpts:
Was the series against Australia a
reflection of where the team
stands?

The main thing that we
need to understand is why we
plaved a Test series against
Aunstralia. The primary objec-
tive was to get good competi-
tion betore the Pro League. We
could have staved here, prac-
tised and played, but that
would not have exposed the
weaknesses. Secondly, we did
well in the Pro League (India
leg) but that is a tournament
where the size of the squad is
limited. We travelled to Aus-

tralia with a bigger squad to
play individual games. From a
results point of view, it was
disappointing. But considering
the objective we set: To find
depth in the group if we lost
kev plavers. who would be like-
to-like replacements and com-
binations, we passed muster.
What did you have to come back
to work on?

We needed to sharpen up
our counterattack. We had
enough chances and created
good turnovers in their half
and just around the half line
to counterattack with some
purpose. Our deep defence
was good although we con-
ceded a few goals. We learnt a
lot about them.

How close are you from firming
up your team for Paris?

We are very close. We will
use the next eight games to try
and get as many combinations
as possible. We must use the
matches smartly.

What will the focus be onin
Europe?

The focus will be on perfor-
mance and assessment. We
want to attach results to it, But
if we get a performance and
not the desired result, we can
live with it because if yvoudon't
get the performance right, you
are never going to get results.
That said, the key is to start
winning again because win-
ning solves a lot of problems.

Is playing top teams an ideal
preparation for the Olympics?

100%. We cannot have bet-
ter preparation because if you
go with easy teams and then
come up against the best (in
Paris), what happens then? I'm
not wary of exposing my best
because who knows what our
best is? It is about confidence
and the chemistry in the group.
It is important to get this In-
dian team to fly high and be
confident in their own identity,
Has the team connected the way
you want them to?

Yes, but it is also cagey be-
fore selections. Players are
trying to prove that they be-
long and are worthy of mak-
ing the cut. Once the selec-
tions are done, it is a different
dynamic. It is about groups of
plavers connecting.

What are the challenges of
picking an Olympics squad?

You can pick the best play-
ers, but they don't always
work well together, So, the
challenge is to select a team
with the right amount of qual-
ity in every line. You can win
with good players, but you ¢can
also lose with them. There
must be a balance between the
soldiers and the finishers. It
is about getting the balance
and chemistry right wherein
the playvers share a brother-
hood that they are willing to
die for each other.

Neeraj set to feature
In Ist competition at
home in three years

New Delhi: Olympicand world
champion javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra will compete at
home for the first time in three
vears after confirming partici-
pation in the National Federa-
tion Cup to be held in Bhubane-
swar from May 12 to 15.

The 26-year-old superstar
15 expected to travel to India
from Doha after opening his
gseason in the first leg of the
prestigious Diamond League
series on May 10.

“As per entries @Neeraj_
chopral and Kishore Kumar
Jena will compete in domestic
competition starting May 12 in
Bhubaneshwar,” the Athletics
Federation of India tweeted.

Chopra’s coach Klaus Bar-
tonietz also confirmed that his
ward is taking part in the Bhu-
baneswar event.

The 28-vear-old Kishore
Jena, who won a silver in the
Hangzhou Asian Games
where Chopra won gold, will
also be competing in the Doha
Diamond League on May 10.

Chopra last took part in a
domestic competition at the
same event on Mar 17, 2021,
when he won a gold with a
throw of 87.80m.

Since then, Cheprﬂ has
won a historic e,ullr_i in the To-

Neeraj Chopra last took
part in a domestic
competition at the
Federation Cup on Mar 17,
2021, when he won a gold
with a throw of 87.80m.
Since then, Chopra has
won a historic gold in the
Tokyo Olympics, became
Diamond League champion
in 2022, world champion in
2023 and defended Asian
Games gold in China.

kyo Olympics, became Dia-
mond League champion in
2022, world champion in 2023
and defended Asian Games
gold in China.

He also won three individ-
ual legs of Diamond League
and claimed a silver in the
2022 World Championships.

He is, however, yvet to touch
the 90m mark. His personal
best and national record is
839.94m. eni

OLYMPIC TORCH REACHES FRANCE |
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Huge ::rewds. gathered on Wednesday in the southern French
city of Marseille, where a majestic three-mast ship carrying
the Olympic torch arrived from Greece on Wednesday, The
torch left Athens aboard a ship named Belem, which was
first used in 1896, and spent twelve days at sea

Every competition has made me a better boxer: Nikhat

Olympic Debutant To Curb Aggression
& Play With Calmer Mindset In Paris

Sabi.Hussain@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: At a time when
Indian boxing is struggling
to put together its best con-
tingent for the Paris Olym-
pics, two-time world cham-
pion Nikhat Zareen has
emerged as the country’s
best bet for a medal — in the
women'’s 50kg class — at the
upcoming Summer Games.
Nikhat, who will be making
her Olympic debut in Paris,
will be leading the nation's
charge alongside Tokyo Games
bronze medallist Lovlina Bor-
gohain (75kg) and two other
first timers — Preeti Pawar
(5dkg) and Parveen Hooda
(57kg). So far, no Indian male

boxer has qualified for Paris.
The World Olympiec qualifying
tournament from May 25 to
June 2 in Thailand will provide
the last chance to pugilists to
book their berth for Olympics.

With the onus largely on
Nikhat and Lovlina to deliver
the goods, the 27-vear-old Tel-
angana boxer 1s ready to leave
her mark on the world’s big-
gest sporting stage with a
changed technique and a much
calmer head. The Hangzhou
Asian Games bronze medallist
reckons that every tournament
and bout she has competed in
has made her a better boxer
and brought a certain level of
maturity in her game.

“Every bout teaches me a
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lot and I try not to repeat the
same mistakes. With every
competition, I have become a
better boxer. Also, a lot calmer
inside the ring as well. I have
worked on my aggression and
how to channelise it according
to the game situation. When
vou waste your energy inside
the ring with unnecessary ag-

Getty Images
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gression, you get tired a lot
faster. So, I display it when it's
required but my focus is on
staving calm and composed.
That’s what [ have understood
after the Asian Games.,"
Nikhat told TOIL.

The former junior world
champion also talked about
making amendments to her

technigue. She said she will
look to play from a close dis-
tance rather than just counter-
attacking her opponent in
Paris. “I am playing from a
close distance these days. |
have been a counterattacking
boxer but this time I have
worked on how to play a close
boxing game (narrowing the
distance between a boxer and
his/her opponent). Also, [ will
look to win my bouts through
unanimous voting and not
wait for split decisions. That
situation can be really tricky.
Like at the Asian Games, [ was
playing good but due to a little
mistake in the semis, I lost due
to a split verdict. [ don't want
to be in such a situation
again,” she added.

Nikhat informed that she
will next compete at the Elor-
da Cup in Kazakhstan from
May 12 to 19 and then move on

to Germany for the Olympic
training camp after a brief
stay in India. “We went to Tiir-
Kive for a preparatory camp
where we sparred with local
pugilists and boxers from lta-
ly. It was a good experience.
Elorda Cup will be our last
competition before heading to
Paris. So, after competing
there, we will come back to
India and then leave for Ger-
many for the Olympic camp.”

Nikhat rued the fact that no
Indian male boxer has so far
qualified for the Paris Games
and hoped that some of them
would be able to win gquota
places in Thailand. “Being a
boxer, | feel sad to see this situ-
ation. There’s another qualifier
coming for which the team will
be leaving on Friday. So, it’s not
the end of the road for our male
boxers. Hopefully some of them
will qualify,” she said.
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DLF PRIVANA

WEST

Sector /o, Gurugram

Artistic rendition

Disclaimer: Licence Mo. 219 of 2023 dated 2510.2023 for an area measuring 116.29625 acres, being developed in a phased manner, the current phase being ‘DLF Privana West ("Project")' | Project Area: 5.088 Hectares (12.572 acres) at village Shikhopur! Kherki Daula at Sector 76 & 77,
Gurugram, Haryana | Building Plan Approval Memo No: ZP-1895/ PA(DK)/ 2024/ 12245 dated 18-04-2024 for the Project. All information, images and visuals, drawings, plans or sketches shown in this advertisement are only an architect's impression, for representational/illustrative
purpases only and not to scale. Nothing contained herein intends to constitute a legal offer and does not form part of any legally binding agreement and/or commitment of any nature. The Promoter endeavours to keep the information up to date and correct, however, makes no
representation or warranty for the accuracy or completeness of the information. Recipients/ viewers are advised to exercise their discretion in relying on the information shown/ provided and are requested to verify all the details, including area, amenities, services, terms of sales and
payments and other relevant terms independently with the Sales Team/ Promoter, have a thorough understanding of the same and take appropriate advice before concluding any decision for buying any Unit{s) in the Project.
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CONNECTING
YOU TO
EVERYTHING,
INCLUDING
THE FUTURE.

DLF Privana is located at
the heart of all expressways.

A NEW CHAPTER IN THE
». H#DLFLIFESTYLE
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ACTIVE
LIFESTYLE

Hike the Aravallis or cycle

the nearby tracks with 2
like-minded neighbours. SeCtO [ 76! G urd g ra-.-m

call 76776 77677 | https://www.dlf.in/homes/luxury/privanawest/

Disclaimer: Licence No. 219 of 2023 dated 25.10.2023 for an area measuring 116.29625 acres, being developed in a phased manner, the current phase being 'DLF Privana West [*Project"]’ | Project Area: 5,088 Hectares (12.572 acres) at village Shikhopur/ Kherki Daula at Sector 76 & 77, CGurugram, Haryana | Building
Plan Approval Mermo No: ZP-1895/ PA(DK]) 2024/ 12245 dated 18-04-2024 for the Project. All information, images and visuals, drawings, plans or sketches shown in this advertisernent are only an architect's impression, for representationalfillustrative purposes only and not to scale. Nothing contained herein
intends to constitute a legal offer and does not form part of any legally binding agreement andfor commitment of any nature. The Promoter endeavours to keep the infermation up to date and correct, however, makes no representation or warranty for the accuracy or completeness of the information.
Recipients/ viewers are advised to exercise their discretion in relying on the information shown/ provided and are requested to verify all the details, including area, amenities, services, terms of sales and payments and other relevant terms independently with the Sales Team/ Promoter, have a thorough
understanding of the same and take appropriate advice before concluding any decision for buying any Unit(s) in the Project,
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And to get all the news paper magazines, first join this Telegram group by clicking on the link given below and join Telegram

https://t.me/Backup_8890050582

HD EDITORIALS

1.The Hindu, 2.Deccan Chronicle, 3.Hans India, 4.Mint,
5.Business Line, 6.Business standard, 7.Hindusthan Times,
8.Economic Times, 9.Times of India, 10.Indian Express,
11.Financial Express, 12.Telangana Today, 13.New Indian
Express, 14.Pioneer, 15.The States Man, 16.The Tribune,
17.Free Press, 18.Avenue Mail, 19.Millenium Post, 20.Morning
India, 21.The Goan, 22.The Skin Times, 23.Western Times,
24.Daily World, 25.Asian Age _ Total papers We will update
in PDF format Every day morning 5.30am Below

Click here Telegram Channel Join

https://t.me/English_Newspaper_Banna
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