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Amelia Gentleman

The men-only Garrick Club has finally
voted to allow women to become
members, 193 years after the Lon-
doninstitution first opened its doors.

The vote was passed with 59.98%
of votes in favour at the end of a
private meeting where several hun-
dred members debated for two hours.

The meeting was closed to non-
members, and a warning was issued
by the club’s secretary before the vote
that details of the occasion were con-
fidential and should not be discussed
with non-members.

However sourcesrevealed that 562
members had voted in favour and 375
(40.02%) against. The actor Stephen
Fry and journalist James Naughtie,
among others, gave short speeches
arguing for the admission of women.

“It willbecome a much better club
with womeninit,” one member said,
askingnottobenamed. “It wasavery
courteous debate.”

Hundreds of Garrick members,
many of them wearing the club’s
pink and green striped tie, had gath-
ered inside the Connaught Roomsin
Covent Garden in the late afternoon
to cast a vote. Most were hoping the
vote would end six weeks of intense
scrutiny of the club’s inner workings

triggered by the Guardian’s publica-
tion of alist ofabout 60 names of the
club’s most influential members.
The Garrick’s closely guarded
membership list revealed that the
club remained a bulwark of Britain’s
stillmale-dominated establishment.
Listed alongside the king were the
deputy prime minister, scores of lead-
ing lawyers, dozens of members of
the House of Lords, 10 MPs, as well as
heads of influential thinktanks, law

Garrick Club members vote to lift
193-year ban on women joining

firms and private equity companies,
academics, senior journalists and the
head of the independent press stand-
ards organisation.

It showed members were over-
whelmingly white and the majority
older than 50. Many theatre directors,
producers and actors, from Bene-
dict Cumberbatch to Brian Cox, are
also members.

The club’s management @e
revealed it had received
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Israel
launches
military

offensive

in Rafah

A L
w0

Jason Burke
Jerusalem

Israel has launched a major mili-
tary offensive against Hamas forces
in Rafah, Gaza’s southernmost city,
seizing control of an important bor-
der crossing and cutting off most aid
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into the territory a day before indirect
talks on a ceasefire are due to restart
Images released by the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) showed tanks
flying large Israeli flags driving
through the postand crushinga con-
crete sign reading “I Love Gaza”.
The defence minister, Yoav Gal-

lant, said the offensivein Rafah would
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A Israeli forces muster in southern

Israel near the border with Gaza
PHOTOGRAPH: AMIR CDHEN{REUTERS

continue until Hamas forces there
were “eliminated” or the militant
[slamist organisation begantorelease

hostages. A government oe
spokesperson described

Daniels
‘startled’

by Trump
encounter

Victoria Bekiempis
New York

Donald Trump’s criminal trial entered
anew stage yesterday with testimony
from Stormy Daniels, the adult film
star at the centre of his hush-money
scandal, who told jurors that they had
a sexual liaison in 2006 that left her
nervous and ashamed.

“My hands were shaking so hard
that I was having a hard time get-
ting dressed,” said Daniels, who told
jurors that she had gone to Trump’s
Lake Tahoe hotel room in the belief
that they would be going for dinner
after meeting there.

The two had met earlier that
day at a celebrity golf match across
town; Daniels was there for Wicked
Pictures, her employer at the time,
which was a sponsor. “The players
would come around, you’d stay at
your hole that had your company’s

logo, [you’d] give them oe
water or towels,” she said.
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Chinese
hackers
suspected
as military

payroll data
breached

Dan Sabbagh
Defence and security editor

Anestimated 270,000 payrollrecords
belonging to nearly all members of
thearmed forces have been exposed
to Chinese hackers in a breach at a
third-party contractor that was dis-
covered a few days ago.

The data at risk includes names
and bank details for full-time mili-
tary personnel, reservists including
atleast one MP, and veterans who left
after January 2018. It was managed
by the contractor SSCL.

Grant Shapps, the defence sec-
retary, told MPs the hack was
the “suspected work of a malign
actor and we cannot rule out state
involvement”. While official sources
privately pointed the finger at China,
Shapps was more circumspect.

He told the Commons that there
was not yet a “proven connection”,
and he would not even mention the
country by name, leading to criticism
from several MPs for his caution.

John Healey, the shadow defence
secretary, contrasted media reports

¥V The Ministry of Defence said it
would not comment on individual
cases of those affected by the hack
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of Chinese involvement with
Shapps’s limited declaration and
accused ministers of having “no
cross-government China strat-
egy” and “completely inadequate
resourcing” in defending against
threats from Beijing.

Hackersare believed to have been
presentin the system for some time,
possibly weeks, but thereisnoimme-
diate evidence thatany data has been
stolen or interfered with. Salary pay-
ments have not been affected, but
personnel have been offered credit
check services so they can monitor
if their bank details have been used

without permission.
China denied it was involved and

said the idea it posed a threat to the
UK was a gross distortion. A spokes-
person for the Chinese embassy in
London said: “We urge the relevant
parties in the UK to stop spreading
false information, stop fabricating
so-called China threat narratives, and
stop their anti-China political farce.”

Formal attribution of cyber-attacks
is often difficult, partly because the
hackerstake careto covertheir tracks.
However, diplomatic considerations

......

also play a part in when and how
another country is accused. GCHQ
and the National Cyber Security
Centre are understood to beinvolved
in the investigation.

The Electoral Commission was
hacked by Chinese actors in August
2021 and in March ministers held
China responsible. The hackers
gained access to copies of the elec-
toralregister and broke intoits email
and control systems. Parliamentari-
ans critical of Beijing have also been
targeted, the government has said.

The Conservative MP Bob Seely,
a member of the army reserves, told
the Commons he had received a
warning phone call.

“It is a little frustrating to be told
one’s bank details and National
Insurance number are winging their
way to Beijing or wherever they have
gone,” he said.

Others potentially affected include
Andrew Murrison, a junior defence
minister who is a surgeon com-
mander in the Royal Navy reserves.
He is regularly paid for his work,
according to his declaration in the
parliamentary register. The Ministry

of Defence said it would not comment
on individual cases.

The defence secretary sought to
shift the focus on the contractor,
SSCL, a subsidiary of the Paris-head-
quartered IT company Sopra Steria.
Shappssaid he was concerned about
“potential failings” in the firm and
told MPs he had commissioned “afull
review of their work” within MoD.
The Cabinet Office had been asked
tolook at the activity of the company
across government, he added.

SSCLwas 25% owned by the Cabi-
net Office until October, when it was
fully privatised. Its parent company
did not comment yesterday. Official
sources indicated that other MPs
who are military reservists may not
be affected because they are not on
active duty and therefore not paid.

They include James Cleverly, the
home secretary, who is a reserve
forces officer who has declared he
had “received no payments” since
his election, and Tom Tugendhat,
the security minister, who is a com-
missioned officer in the Royal Navy
reserve. Their spokespeople did not
respond to requests for comment.

The SAS and other special forces
are understood to be paid sepa-
rately and so are not affected. The
royal veterans Prince William and
his brother, Harry, left the military
before 2018 and donot appear to fall
in the affected groups.

Once the hack wasdiscovered, the
system was promptly taken offline.

Alfie Usher, an army veteran who
runs Claims Bible, a military compen-
sation specialist, said members of the
armed forces should remain vigilant.

“The MoD will offer credit check
software so people can keep an
eye on new accounts being opened
or any fraud alerts, along with
individuals taking extra care when
using their emails to avoid phishing
scams,” he added.

Mandelson’s
firm worked for
campaign that
lobbies against
mass lawsuits

Eleni Courea
Political correspondent

The advisory firm founded by Peter
Mandelson has worked for a cam-
paign that critics say would stifle
mass lawsuits such as the post office
operators’ action against the Post
Office.

The Labour peer, who has advised
Keir Starmer, serves as the president
of Global Counsel, a company that
he established and part owns. One
of Global Counsel’s senior advisers,
Seema Kennedy, a former Tory MP,
has twice written to Alex Chalk, the
justice secretary, opposing reform
to legislation on class action-style
lawsuits.

Ministers are legislating to safe-
guard people’sability toraise external
funding to pay for mass lawsuits
against big businesses, such as the
actionbeing brought against the Post

Office over the Horizon IT scandal.
Chalk introduced the law in March
after an appeal from Alan Bates, the
former post office operator who led
the campaign that exposed the scan-
dal. The post office operators’ action
was only possible because it had the
backing of a third-party litigation
funder.

The legislation, which is going
through parliament and applies to
England and Wales, seeks to overturn
the effects of an obscure supreme
court ruling last year that threw liti-
gation funding into disarray.

In January, Bates wrote in the FT
that the ruling would have prevented
his “David v Goliath” case against the
Post Office from happening and urged
ministers to take action.

Kennedy privately wrote to Chalk
twice in Marchraising concernsabout
his legislation and arguing that the
growth in mass lawsuits in the UK
was offputting to businesses. In her
second letter, she urged Chalk to
withdraw the legislation and said that
it was potentially unconstitutional
and could breach human rights law.

Kennedy was writing to Chalk in
her capacity as executive director of
Fair Civil Justice. She is employed
as a senior adviser by Global Coun-
sel, which declared it was lobbying
on behalf of the Fair Civil Justice
campaign between October and
December last year.

Fair Civil Justice says that it wants

tostoplitigation funders from collect-
ing enormous payoffs and improve
oversight of a rapidly growing and
largely unregulated industry.

It points out that post office
operators received only 20% of the
compensation awarded to them in
court, and that the government had
eventually to step in to offer fuller
compensation.

But critics say the campaign, which
has received funding from the US
Chamber of Commerce, represents
the interests of large corporations
that do not want more consumers
taking them to court.

Litigation funders give financial
backing to legal battles that they
calculate are likely to succeed, in
exchange forashare of the compensa-
tion. High-profile cases thatrelied on
litigation fundersinthe UK included
women who brought equal pay action
against Sainsbury’s, motorists who
brought claimsagainst VW over faked

A Peter Mandelson is president of
the strategy advisers Global Counsel

emissions, and cases against the UK’s
biggest mobile phone networks for
overcharging loyal customers.

Neil Purslow, the chiefinvestment
officer of Therium Capital Manage-
ment, the company that funded the
post office operators, said Fair Civil
Justice was “shedding crocodile tears
about access to justice”. He added:
“The arguments that they raise are
just all designed to find ways of mak-
ing funding more difficult.”

Purslow pointed to evidence dis-
cussed by the Post Office Horizon IT
inquiry last month. One document
dated September2017and puttothe
inquiry suggested the Post Office con-
sidered stretching out the litigation
process to make it as costly as possi-
ble, in the hope that the post office
operators and their litigation funder
would give up.

Susan Dunn, the founder of Har-
bour Litigation Funding, said: “Large
corporates are the ones typically on
the receiving end of group actions,
so it does seem rather convenient
that Fair Civil Justice are trying to
do things which stop claims against
their funders.”

Ministers haverecently announced
a review of the litigation funding
industry. Kennedy said: “The govern-
ment has now announced a review
into the third party litigation fund-
ing industry, led by the Civil Justice
Council, and welook forward to these
issues being addressed in detail.”
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in slate mine

Steven Morris

uring the second

world war, the Italian

masterpiece was

transported 250 miles

from central London

to north Wales to be
hidden in a slate mine, tucked away
from the perils of Nazi invasion and
Luftwaffe bombings.

Eighty years on, there has been a
sort of homecoming for Canaletto’s
The Stonemason’s Yard, as it
returns to form the centrepiece
of a show opening on Friday at
the National Library of Wales in
Aberystwyth.

The painting, an early work of
the 18th-century Venetian artist,
was among treasures moved from
the National Gallery in London to
the cavernous Manod slate mine,
near Blaenau Ffestiniog, in 1940 for
safekeeping.

Now in more comfortable
circumstances, it has been hung
in the library’s Gregynog Gallery,
surrounded by almost 100 works
spanning more than 250 years from
the institution’s own collection.

“It looks amazing,” said Mari Elin
Jones, the library’s interpretation
officer. “It does feel like a kind of
homecoming.”

As the second world war loomed,
institutions such as the National
Gallery began to plan what todo
with their treasures. One proposal
was for them to be evacuated to
Canada, but the possibility of
U-boat attacks was a worry and
Winston Churchill declared: “Hide
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» A worker in
1942 checking

a hydrometer
inoneof the
Manod caverns
where the
National Gallery
hid art treasures
including
Canaletto’s The
Stonemason’s
Yard, below,
until the end

of the war

PHOTOGRAPHS:
FRED RAMAGE/
GETTY; THE NATIONAL
GALLERY, LONDON
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them in caves and cellars, but not
one picture shall leave this island.”
The Manod mine fitted the bill.
Explosives were used to enlarge
the entrance to accommodate
the largest paintings and brick
“bungalows” were built within the
caverns to protect the paintings
from humidity and heat variations.
Special cases were constructed
to safely transport the paintings,
including the Canaletto, on trucks
to Wales. By the summer of 1941,
the collection had been spirited
away to its subterranean shelter,
where it stayed for four years.
There were bonuses. Jones said:
“They had to control the climate
within the quarry to make sure
that these paintings were fine.
They learned a lot about humidity
control and temperature control
and how that affected works. It

A Artworks being moved into the
slate mine in the second world war

was more than just stick themina
quarry and hope they’re all right.”
The Canaletto, which is being
loaned as part of the National
Gallery’s 200th anniversary
celebrations, is unusual within
the artist’s oeuvre. Rather than
focusing on pomp and pageantry,
it presents the lives of ordinary
people. The Campo San Vidal in
Venice has been temporarily turned
into a stonemason’s yard, strewn
with stone and tools, as figures
labour in early morning sunshine.
When Jones went to view the
painting in London she at first
puzzled over how it would work as
part of a show in Aberystwyth.
“Iremember looking at it and
thinking: ‘Oh my gosh, how am I
going to build an exhibition around
a landscape of Venice? How on
earth do I get that to work within
the collection that we have?’”
Those working people were the key.
“Itis a beautiful portrait of a
city, butit’s also alovely portrait
of the people that made that
city, a celebration not only of
the picturesque but of industry
as well. When you look at Welsh
landscapes, it is that balance of the
picturesque and the industrial.
“Industry has shaped the way
our country looks and shaped
modern Wales. We’d be nothing
without ourindustry ... it wasa
great springboard to look at our
own collection.”
Idyll and Industry, which
runs until 7 September, includes
works by 18th- and 19th-century
artists such as Richard Wilson,
Penry Williams and JMW Turner,
alongside more modern pieces by
the likes of Graham Sutherland,
Mary Lloyd Jones and Ernest
Zobole. “It’s areal celebration of
the Canaletto but also of our own
collection,” said Jones.

Public urged to aid worm studies
through the medium of dance

Helena Horton
Environment reporter

Dancing for worms may seem an odd
pursuit, but an environment charity
is calling for people across Britain to
charmthe creatures fromthe depths
in order to count them.

The Soil Associationis tryingto get
a nationwide picture of worm abun-
dance to track their decline and see
where they need the most help.

This month, the charity is asking
people to dance on the soil, soak the
earth with water or use the vibrations
of a garden fork to draw worms up.

Using the data collected, special-
ists will create a worm map of Britain
to show where the healthiest and
most biodiverse soil is. Soil that is
full of worms is an indicator that it
is healthy.

Worms are vital for the soil; they
produce a sticky mucus that binds it
together and this helps to alleviate

flooding. Soil containing wormsis up
to 90% more effective at soaking up
water. However, as a result of pes-
ticides, excessive drainage and the
use of inorganic fertilisers, the worm
population appears to have been
decimated. A recent study found
earthworm populations had declined
by a third over the past 25 years.
The Soil Association’s head of
worms, Alex Burton, said: “It might
sound wacky, but dancing on the bare
earth can help with science. Worm
charming is fun and a little surreal,
but scientists and farmers use worm
counts to understand soil health.
“We depend on soils for 95% of
our food production, and they hold
more carbon than the atmosphere,

so it is crucial for us to know what’s
going on under the ground and
worms help to tell us that.”

Burton added: “The data we get
for the worm map will help us build
a better understanding of the health
of soils in gardens, allotments and
green spaces acrossthe UK. Thiswill
show where they need help torestore
their numbers.

“Worms are in our news, films and
our gardens, where children love

90%

Increase in effectiveness of worm-
rich soil at soaking up water, thus

helping to alleviate flooding

uncovering them. We’re calling for
people to become citizen scientists
for our valuable pals, and ifthey don’t
find asmany as they were expecting,
we have plenty of advice to help them
improve the soil.”

The Soil Association is working
with the Falmouth worm charming
championships, which will be hand-
ing out awards for the most worms
charmed and the most creative ways
of seducing them up from the deep.

[t can take as little as half an hour
tofind the worms and only requiresa
small plot of land, so worm charming
can take place in gardens or in local
parks. Peopleinterested in taking part
can download the Worm Hunt Guide
from the Soil Association website.
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tells hush-money trial she

d An artist’s
depiction of
Stormy Daniels,
above, on the
witness stand
in New York
yesterday.
Shetold the
court Donald
Trump, below,
had repeatedly
grilled her about

in the adult film
industry

ILLUSTRATION: JANE
ROSENBERG/REUTERS;
PHOTOGRAPH: WIN
MACNAMEE/AP

-

was

-

‘startled’ to ind Trump on bed in boxers

® Continued from page 1

They did not discuss much, but
her boss told Trump she was also a
director. Trump, she recalled, said
she must be pretty smart if she
directed films and did not just per-
form in them.

Theybumped into each otheragain
ataroom where event sponsors set up
tables with free merchandise. “He did
remember us from the golf course -
heremembered me specifically, that
[ was ‘the smart one.”

At one point, one of Trump’s body-
guards told Daniels that he wanted
her tojoin him for dinner. She said no.

Daniels said she did not consider
theinvitation again until later, when
there was a scheduled company din-
ner she did not want to attend. Her
colleague told her that she should
take Trump up on his invitation.

“It’ll make a great story, he’s a
business guy, what would possibly
gowrong, that was his words tome,”
Daniels recalled.

She wasdirected to Trump’s hotel
across the city, and told to take a spe-
cific elevator to the penthouse. “He
was wearing silk or satin pyjamas
that I immediately made fun of him
for, and said does Mr Hefner know
you stole his pyjamas?” Daniels said,
referring to the Playboy founder,
Hugh Hefner. “Itold him to go change
and he obliged.”

Sinceit wasstill early, they decided
tochat forawhile before getting din-
ner. Daniels said Trump repeatedly
grilled her on her time in the adult
filmindustry, including: “Whatabout
testing? Do you worry about STDs?”

o i

He asked whether she had
been tested. “Yes, of course, and 1
volunteered it as well.” Daniels con-
tinued: “He asked me, oh well, have
you ever had abad test, Isaid nope, I
can show you my entire record.”

She said she grew annoyed by
Trump’s frequent interruptions
and asked him: “Are you always this
arrogant and pompous?”

She said Trump dared her to
spank him with a magazine, and she
obliged. “That’s bullshit,” Trump
appeared to say as he watched from
the defendant’s table.

Daniels said there was also a very
brief discussion of Melania, Trump’s
wife, where he said they sleptin sep-
araterooms. She thensaid she had to
use the toilet at some point. Trump
had come into the bedroom area of
the suite, and was on the bed in his
boxers and a T-shirt.

“At first I was just startled, like a
jump scare,” she said. “Ijust thought:
ohmy God, what did I misread to get
here? The intention is pretty clear if
someone’s stripped down to their
underwear and on the bed.”

She tried tomakeajoke and leave,
but he stood up between her and the
door. “At some point, did you wind up
on the bed having sex with him?” the
prosecutor Susan Hoffinger asked.
“Yes,” Daniels replied.

During their conversation at the
hotel, they discussed The Apprentice.
Daniels told him there was no way
she would be allowed on network TV
duetoherstatusintheadultindustry.
Herejected thisidea, then appeared
to compare Daniels to his daughter,
Ivanka Trump: “You remind me of
my daughter, sheissmartand blonde
and beautiful and people underesti-
mate her as well.”

Daniels delivered her testimony
with a rapid fire of words, suggest-
ing nervousness - so much so that
she was asked several times to
slow down.

Hoffinger also tried to carry out
pre-emptive strikes against a major
defence argument on Daniels - that
she’s not only motivated by money,
but motivated to testify because she
owes Trump lhundreds of thousands
inlegal fees following a failed lawsuit
against him.

Daniels said that in 2011, a man
approached her at a Las Vegas car
park and threatened her against
coming forward. Her former law-
yer, Michael Avenatti, publicised a
sketch of the man, and then filed a
defamation suit after Trump denied
involvement.

Daniels said she thought a defa-
mation claim was “risky” and “not
worth it” but Avenatti filed it without
her permission. The case was thrown
out, in Trump’s favour, and Daniels
now owes him more than $500,000
(£400,000) in legal fees.

Daniels responded with an
emphatic “no” when asked if Avenatti
was still her lawyer “because I fired
him and he was later found guilty
of stealing”.

When Daniels first took the stand,
Trump leaned back in his chair with
a passive look on his face.

Prosecutors allege that in 2015,
Trump, his then lawyer Michael
Cohen, and the tabloid boss David
Pecker plotted to bury stories that
could thwart his Republican presi-
dential bid. Cohen allegedly shuttled
a $130,000 payment to Daniels less

her time working

than two weeks before the 2016 pres-
idential election, to keep her from
going public about a claimed sexual
liaison with Trump.

Cohen transferred money to
Daniels’ lawyer via a limited liability
company he established specifically
for the transaction, called Essential
Consultants LLC. He allegedly did
this so that it would not be tracked
back to him and, thus, Trump.

Trump is charged with falsifying
business records in relation to
repaying Cohen. Prosecutors allege
that Trump falsely listed these
repayments as legal services in
business documents.

Daniels’ testimony came one
day after the judge, Juan Merchan,
warned that Trump could face jail if
he kept violating a gag order.

The proceedings on Monday
- including testimony from Debo-
rah Tarasoff, a Trump Organization
accounts payable supervisor, and
Jeffrey McConney, its former comp-
troller - were overshadowed by
Merchan finding Trump in criminal
contempt for the 10th time.

Merchan’s decision comes just
days after he found Trump in crim-
inal contempt and hit him with a
$9,000 fine over other comments that
flouted the order that bars him from
discussing trial witnesses or jurors.

“Mr Trump, as you know the
prosecution has filed three separate
motions to find you in criminal con-
tempt,” Merchan told Trump before
testimony resumed. “Itappears that
the $1,000 fines are not a deterrent.

“The last thing I want to do is put
you in jail. You are the former presi-
dent of the United States and possibly
the next president as well. But, at the
end of the day, haveajobtodo,and
part of that job is to protect the dig-
nity of the judicial system.”

The testimony from McConney
and Tarasoff sought to place Trump
at the centre of his company and per-
sonal finances - to undermine any
defence argument that he was not at
the helm of bill-paying.

Before Daniels’s testimony
resumed after a lunch break, one
of Trump’s lawyers, Todd Blanche,
asked Merchan to throw out the
case because of extraneous details
in her comments.

Blanche said: “We move for a
mistrial based on the testimony this
morning. There’s no way to unring
that bell, in our view.”

He noted how Daniels had
described feeling “blacked out” and
had remarked that Trump did not use
a condom.

“Aside from pure embarrassment,”
Blanche told Merchan, these details
did nothing but “inflame the jury”.

Merchan said he did not “believe
we’re at the point” where a mistrial
was warranted.
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Tech firms must
‘tame algorithms'
under new Ofcom
child satety rules

Alex Hern
Technology editor

Social media firms have been told
to “tame aggressive algorithms”
that recommend harmful content
to children, as part of Ofcom’s new
safety codes of practice.

The children’s safety codes, intro-
duced as part of the Online Safety
Act, let Ofcom set tighter rules for
platforms and how they work for chil-
dren. It calls on companies to make
their platforms child-safe by default
or implement robust age checks to
identify children and offer them
safer versions.

For those sites with age checks,
Ofcom will require algorithmic
curation to be tweaked to limit the
risks to younger users. That would
require platforms such as Instagram
and TikTok to ensure suggested posts
take children’s age into account.

Theywill also have tosuppress the

spread of harmful content, such as
“violent, hateful or abusive material,
online bullying, and content promot-
ing dangerous challenges”.

More seriously harmful content,
including that relating to suicide,
self-harm and eating disorders, will
need to be kept off children’s feeds
entirely, as will pornography.

Enforcing the new requirements
will pose a challenge. Algorith-
mic curation is often described as

‘Protecting children
is our number one
priority and these

laws will help keep
their families safe’

Michelle Donelan
Technology minister

a “black box”, with some compa-
nies unsure how their own systems
decide what content to promote and
suppress. But Ofcomis confident that
its enforcement will be effective, says
Gill Whitehead, the regulator’s online
safety lead.

“We’ve spoken to 15,000 children
in the last two years in therun up to
today, and they tell us the types of
harmful content they’re seeing, how
itappears, and how often they’re see-
ing it. And we also have very strong
information-gathering powers, in
order torequest that dataand require
tech firms to provide that data to us.

“The big change is that the very
harmful content that [children] are
seeing needs tobe filtered out sothat
they’re not seeingit. And then harm-
ful content - like violent or harmful
substances, or dangerous challenges
or stunts - needs tobe down-ranked,
so they’re seeing it far less often.

“So those sort of powerful com-
binations of volume and intensity
won’t be as prolific or damaging for
children as itis today.”

The draft codeis open for consulta-
tion until 17 July, beforeit is finalised
and presented to parliament, with
services given three months to
conduct their own children’s risk
assessments, which must be com-
pleted before enforcement begins.

Ofcom’s chief executive, Melanie
Dawes, said: “We want children to
enjoy life online. But, for too long,
their experiences have been blighted
by seriously harmful content which
they can’t avoid or control.

“In line with new online safety
laws, our proposed codes firmly
place the responsibility for keeping

childrensafer on tech firms. They will
need to tame aggressive algorithms
that push harmful content to children
in their personalised feeds and intro-
duce age-checks so children get an
experience that’s right for their age.

“Our measures, which go way
beyond current industry standards,
will deliver a step-change in online
safety for children in the UK.

The technology secretary, Michelle
Donelan, said: “The government
assigned Ofcomtodeliver the actand
today the regulator has been clear;
platforms must introduce the kinds
of age-checks young people experi-
ence in the real world and address
algorithms which too readily mean
they come across harmful material.

“Once in place, these measures
will bring in a fundamental change
in how children in the UK experience
the online world.

“Iwantto assure parents that pro-
tecting children is our number one
priority and these laws will help keep
their families safe,” Donelan added.
“To platforms, my message is engage
with us and prepare. Do not wait for
enforcement and hefty fines.”

Child online safety campaigner
Ian Russell, the father of 14-year-old
Molly Russell who took her own life in
November 2017 after viewing harmful
material on social media, said more
still needed to be done.

In hisrole as chair of online safety
charity, the Molly Rose Foundation,
Russell said: “Theregulator has pro-
posed some important and welcome
measures, but its overall set of pro-
posals need to be more ambitious to
prevent children encountering harm-
ful content that cost Molly’s life.”

Hitting the
high notes
Eurovision
fansboarda
special easyJet
flight from
Gatwick to
Copenhagen
ahead of
Saturday’s
final of the
song contest
in Malmo,
Sweden. The
flight featured
a sky-high
talent show.
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NHS trial uses
daily doses of
food allergens
to tackle severe
reactions

Andrew Gregory
Health editor

Children enjoyed food that pre-
viously would have triggered
potentially life-threatening allergic
reactions after taking part in a “life-
transforming” NHS clinical trial,
doctors have reported.

A £2.5mstudyis using daily doses
of everyday food products taken
under strict medical supervision,
rather than drugs, to train the bodies
of children as youngastwototolerate
anallergen. The approach, known as
oralimmunotherapy, means children
with food allergies may no longer
haveareactioniftheyeatsomething
that contains the allergen.

“We must wait until the trial is
complete for the full picture but we
are very pleased with the results so
far,” said the study’s chief investiga-
tor, Syed Hasan Arshad, a professor
of allergy and clinical immunology
at the University of Southampton.

A total of 139 participants aged
between two and 23, with food aller-
gies to peanuts or cow’s milk, have
begun treatment on the trial.

The trialis funded by the Natasha
Allergy Research Foundation, which
was set up by the parents of Natasha
Ednan-Laperouse, who died aged 15
in 2016 after asevereallergicreaction
to sesame baked into a shop baguette.

Dr Sibel Ajtai-Sonmez, a paediatric
allergy consultant at Sheffield chil-
dren’s NHS foundation trust, said:
“Thisstudyis enabling us to do some-
thing we would never have dreamed
of doing before - giving patients the
foods we know they are allergic to.
Thistreatmentisn’tacure... but what
it achieves is life transforming. To
have a patient who has had anaphy-
laxis to 4mls of milk to then tolerate
90mls within six to eight months is
nothing less than a miracle.”

Thomas Farmer, 11, who was diag-
nosed with a severe peanut allergy
aged one can now eat six peanuts a
day after joining the trial in South-
ampton. “It will also hopefully mean
that he will be able to eat a wider
variety of food as we won’t be so
concerned about accidental expo-
sure,” his mother, Lauren, said. “For
Thomas to be able to achieve all this
with no medicine, just off-the-shelf
foods, 1s amazing.”

Thetrialisbeing run in Southamp-
ton, London, Leicester, Newcastle,
and Sheffield. It will also start up in
Scotland, with plans for Bristol and
Leedstojointoo. The finalresults are
expected in 2027. Arshad said: “Our
ultimate aimisalife without therisk
of allergic reactions.”
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the first stage of a wider effort tar-
geting Hamas in the southernmost
parts of Gaza.

“This is the beginning of our mis-
sion to take out the last four Hamas
brigades in Rafah. You should be in
nodoubt about that whatsoever,” the
spokesperson said.

TheIsraeli operation was launched
hours after an announcement by
Hamas leaders on Monday night that
they would accept arecent proposal
for a ceasefire put forward by Qatari
and Egyptian mediators.

Any truce would be the first pause
in fighting since a week-long ceasefire
in November during which Hamas
freed about half of the 250 Israeliand
other national hostages seized in a
surprise attack into Israeliin October.
During that exchange, Israel released
240 Palestiniansit held injails. Since
then, intermittent negotiations have
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stalled over Hamas’s refusal to free
more hostages without a promise of
a permanent end to the conflict, and
Israel’s insistence that it would dis-
cuss only a temporary pause.

Israeli officials on Monday accused
Hamas of “grandstanding” while
Hamas said Israel was trying to
undermine efforts to end the seven-
month-long war that followed Hamas
attacksonIsrael. Nevertheless, Israel
decided tosend a delegation to Cairo
where indirect talks are due to start
again within days.

John Kirby,a White House national
security adviser, appeared optimistic
yesterday, saying that the USbelieved
after looking at a text of the current
proposal put forward by mediators
thatitshould be possible to close the
gaps between the two sides.

Reports suggest that the proposal
Hamasagreed todoesnotincludean
immediate permanent end to hostil-
ities, but involves three consecutive
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[srael launche ffeive
in Rafah in face of rising
hopes for ceasefire talks
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phases, with different ratios for
exchanges of Palestinian prisoners
in Israeli jails for hostages and a series
of staged withdrawals of Israeli forces
from zones of Gaza.

Further negotiations could take
many days or even weeks, during
which time fighting in the territory
islikely to continue as both sides seek
leverage, analysts said.

International powersincludingthe
US, Israel’s staunchest ally, repeat-
edly warned Israel against a major
military operation in Rafah, where
more than a million people displaced
from elsewhere in Gaza are shelter-
ing. Aid agencies have predicted a
“humanitarian catastrophe”.

Israel told the US its operation in
Rafah was limited and designed to
prevent weapons and funds from
being smuggled into Gaza, Kirby
said. An Israeli military official said
the target of the operation was “ter-
rorist infrastructure”.
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A Israeli Defence Force footage
showed an Israeli tank moments
before it drove over and destroyed
an ‘I Love Gaza’ sign in Rafah

Aid officials in the territory said
the flow of humanitarian assistance
through the Rafah crossing has been
entirely halted, leaving reserves of
fuel only sufficient to run the exten-
sive relief operation in Gaza for
another day. Parts of Gaza are facing
famine, while everywhere there is
acute hardship.

The border post of Kerem Shalom,
another main access point for aid,
was shut after arocket barrage killed
four Israeli soldiers there this week.
There were further rocket and mortar
strikes against the same target yester-
day, an Israeli military official said.

The Rafah crossing was also the
only exit point for those needing to
leave Gaza for medical treatment that
1s no longer available in the enclave.

Lama Abu Holi, 8, has been in Al-
Aqgsa hospital in central Gaza for a
month, waiting for a chance to leave
for treatment to her injured legs.

“Today my name was at the border,

WV A stream of Palestinians left
Rafah yesterday after warnings
from the IDF over their safety
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and I should travel to get my legs
treated,” she said, holdingatoyinher
hospital bed. “They hurt. I am sup-
posed to have an operation. Because
the border crossing is shut today, I
could not travel. I am sad because I
did not leave today.”

The Gaza health ministry said
[sraelistrikes across the territory had
killed 54 Palestinians and wounded
96 others in the previous 24 hours.

On Sunday Israel’s military told
civilians in eastern neighbourhoods
of Rafah to head for what it calls an
“expanded humanitarian zone” at al-
Mawasi along the coast and around
the largely deserted city of Khan
Younis. Thousands have left Rafah
since the warning, in battered trucks,
pushing trolleys, on donkey carts and
walking, but aid agencies said nei-
ther location could accommodate a
new influx.

Netanyahu’s grip on power might
slip if he loses the support of his far-
right coalition allies who oppose any
concessions to Hamas, but there is
also pressure to free the remaining
hostages. “Capitulating to Hamas’s
demands would be a terrible defeat
for the State of Israel. It would exhibit
terrible weakness to our friends, and
toour enemies. This weakness would
only bring closer the next war,” Net-
anyahu said yesterday.

The Hostages and Missing Families
Forum, anumbrella group, said it had
appealed toanumber of countriesto
“exertinfluence on the Israeli govern-
ment” and push for an agreement.
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Explained

What is blocking a truce?

On Monday thousands of people
left the eastern neighbourhoods
of Rafah in southern Gaza

after the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) told residents to move to

a ‘humanitarian zone’ north-
west of the city to avoid being
harmed in an imminent attack.
Then Hamas, following a week
of stalling, accepted terms for a
ceasefire that were put forward
by mediators. Hours later, Israel
said it would participateina
new round of ceasefire talks

but that the conditions of a

deal were still far from decided.
Finally, yesterday, after airstrikes
overnight, the IDF sent a column
of tanks and other armoured
vehicles to seize the Palestinian
side of the Rafah border crossing
with Egypt.

Why has Israel moved
into Rafah?

Israel has said the Palestinian side
of the Rafah border was being used
for terrorist activities. Any border
control is an important strategic
objective and the seizure of this
one allows Israel to control the key
entry and exit point with Egypt.

Israeli military officials have not
put a timeline on their operation
in Rafah but may not want to
relinquish the site soon. A presence
there brings Israel closer to cutting
off any Hamas leaders in Rafah and
allows the control of aid convoys as
well as other traffic.

The US has made clear its
opposition to any broader assault
into the city, but this operation
signals a continued determination
by Israel’s government to keep
fighting Hamas, thus increasing
its leverage during ceasefire
negotiations.

The release - or apparently
authorised leak - of film clips of
soldiers raising Israeli flags and
using a tank to destroy a concrete
“I love Gaza” sign at the crossing
suggests a symbolic purpose,
too. This might be to frame the
operation as the final, and so far
elusive, victory before future
concessions in negotiations.

What does closing the
Rafah crossing mean
for Palestinians?

The crossing has been a lifeline to
the outside world for Palestinians
in Gaza, allowing the delivery of aid

a collapsed healthcare system.
Closing it is a “death sentence” for
the people of Gaza, particularly the
ill and injured, the Gaza Crossings
Authority says.

The only other crossing point in
the south, Kerem Shalom, through
which most aid to Gaza has been
delivered recently, has also been
closed following a Hamas rocket
attack.

Whatis in the deal that

Hamas has accepted?

This is unclear, though broad
outlines are known and Al Jazeera
has published what the Qatari news
network says is a draft.

At its heart is an exchange of

. the remaining hostages seized

. by Hamas during its attack in

: Israel on 7 October last year for

. Palestinian prisoners held in

. Israeli jails, and the withdrawal of
. Israeli forces from Gaza. Complex
. formulae determine how many

. of which category of prisoner

. and hostage - old, young, male,

: female, ill or healthy, military or

. civilian, convicted or not - will be
. released and when.

There would, probably, be an

: initial 42-day ceasefire, followed
: by two extensions of a similar

: length of time if both sides stick

: to the deal. Israeli troops would

: pull back from Gaza, although

. the timescale and extent of this

. 1s one point of contention. Israeli
. restrictions on aid would be lifted
. and the supply of basic utilities,

. cut off by Israel in the early days
. of the conflict, restored.

The deal, which was drafted

. primarily by Egyptian and Qatari

. officials, would bind both parties

. to work towards a “sustainable

: calm” - wording that could

: suggest either the permanent end
: to hostilities that is demanded by
: Hamas or the temporary pause

. that Israel wants.

: Why hasn't Israel

. acceptedit?

: Benjamin Netanyahu has

. repeatedly vowed to “crush

: Hamas”. Signing a ceasefire deal
. and making painful concessions
. shows clearly that the military

. offensive has not achieved this

. aim and will leave the Israeli

: prime minister exposed.

Far-right coalition partners are

: fiercely opposed to a deal and

. are likely to resign, threatening

. the collapse of Netanyahu’s

: government, hastening elections
. and potentially exposing him to a
. lengthy prison term if he is found
. guilty in corruption trials.

Many rightwing Israelis hope

. the war will offer an opportunity

. toreoccupy Gaza and re-establish
. settlements there. Some

. extremists, including members

. of the government, have called

: for the “voluntary migration” of

. Palestinians from Gaza.

More broadly, Israelis remains

. traumatised by the 7 October

: attacks and fearful of a repeat.

: A deal leaving Hamas in charge

. of part of Gaza and its leaders

. unscathed is difficult for many

: to swallow - despite their deep

. desire to see the release of all of
: the hostages.

and the evacuation of patients from What is next in the talks?
. Israel has said it will send a

: delegation to Cairo in the coming
. days to discuss with mediators

. the proposal Hamas leaders

: have said they have accepted.

: The optimistic view is that this

. at least provides a framework

. for serious discussion that could

: lead to a deal reasonably quickly.
. The pessimistic view is that

. fundamental disagreements that
: have prevented agreement since
. ashort-lived truce in November

. have still to be resolved and that

. any permanent end to hostilities

. is still some way off.

: Jason Burke
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V¥V Displaced Palestinians in Rafah
yesterday. Agencies believed about
200 families an hour were fleeing the
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have less than a day of fuel

Jason Burke Jerusalem
Malak A Tantesh Rafah

Aid agenciesin Gazahavelessthana
day’s fuel for trucks and tankers that
deliver vital food, medicine, water
and diesel tomillions across the terri-
tory, threatening an almost complete
shutdown of operations including
hospitals and bakeries, humanitar-
ian officials have warned.

All main entry points to the south
of Gaza are closed and there has
been widespread looting of existing
stocks in Rafah since aid agencies
were forced to leave warehouses
unguarded after warnings to evacu-
ate the area from the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) before the military offen-
sivelaunched into the city yesterday.

Georgios Petropoulos, head of the
Gaza sub-office of the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, said: “We are down to less
fuel than in a single service station.
It’s enough to last a day, basically.
After that, nothing will be mov-
ing, and the hospitals won’t be able
to keep going for more than two or
three days.”

Israeli tanks and special forces
took control of the Palestinian side
of the border crossing with Egypt
in Rafah at dawn yesterday after a
second night of intense airstrikes
targeting eastern neighbourhoods
of the city.

Protests
Israelis call for ceasefire

A spokesperson for the Israeli gov-
ernment said the long-threatened
effort to destroy four battalions of
Hamas fighters said to be based in
Rafah had begun, as exhausted resi-
dents described confusion and terror.

Akram Abed Al Nasser Shaikh, 58, a
resident of E1Geneinaneighbourhood
in eastern Rafah, said: “We had avery
terrifying night, with intense shelling
and heavy airstrikes. My kids were
so scared and unableto sleep ... Asa
believer lam never afraid of death. ...
butIam more worried about the suf-
fering and fear of my children.”

About a million people from else-
wherein Gazaareshelteringin Rafah
afterbeing forced to flee their homes
earlierin the war. Many now living in
sprawling tented encampments or
overcrowded sheltersinschools fear
they will be forced to move again in
search of safety if fighting spreads.

“We are very tired as we have
moved to eight places since leaving
our house at the beginning of
this war. Now we will go north to
find safety,” said Ghada Lubad, 46,
originally from Jabaliya camp.

There is no sign that the Rafah
crossing will reopen soon. A second
major nearby crossing at Kerem
Shalom was shut on Sunday after four
Israelisoldiers were killed by Hamas
rockets and was targeted again with
a further barrage on Monday.

Aid officials said they were expect-
ing prices to soar. Though increased

numbers of trucks have reached
Gaza in recent weeks, this has not
allowed any food to be stockpiled
after months of acute shortage.

Like many others, Lubad feared
the halt in aid reaching Gaza would
prompt a spike in prices and new
shortages of basics such as flour, salt,
clean water and medicine.

“This in itself will cause a disas-
ter, as this willlead to high prices and
famine,” she said.

Witnesses described frightened
families leaving Rafah on foot,
riding donkeys, pushing trolleys or
packed with their belongings into
overloaded trucks hours after read-
ing leaflets dropped by the IDF that
told residents and displaced people
in eastern neighbourhoods to leave.

The IDF said they had broadcast
instructions through “announce-
ments, text messages, phone calls
and media broadcastsin Arabic” tell-
ingresidentsto head toan “expanded
humanitarian zone” on the coastand
around the city of Khan Younis.

Aid agencies said they believed
about 200 families every hour had
left eastern Rafah on Monday, with
similar numbers moving yesterday.

“We are monitoring displace-
ment going northwards but a major
concern is that we don’t have tents.
So we are tracking them but ... we
are running out of ways to help,”
said Petropoulos.

Others said they had decided
to stay, whatever the risks. Jihad
Ahmed, 62, aretired police officer in
Rafah, said nowherein Gaza was safe
for his family of nine.

“l am very worried as there is no
safe place to escape to,” he said. “I
evacuated my family to the centre of
Rafah but despite the warnings my
son and I stayed at our home for fear
that it would be looted.”

While some non-fuel supplies have
entered Gaza via the northern Erez
crossing inrecent days, UN agencies
said this was insufficient and diffi-
cult to deliver to Rafah since it meant
crossing active combat zones.

Intense clashes around the
Nuseiratrefugee campin central Gaza
and near Gaza City further north have
prevented movement of aid convoys.

“Erez will simply not be enough,”
said James Elder, a spokesperson for
the United Nations children’s agency.
“If Rafah gate closes for an extended
period, it’s hard to see how famine
in Gaza can be averted.”

Thousands of Israelis have joined
rallies calling for Benjamin
Netanyahu’s government to agree
to the terms of a ceasefire deal that
Hamas accepted on Monday.

Protesters gathered near the
defence headquarters in Tel
Aviv, while in Jerusalem at least
100 protesters marched towards
Netanyahu’s residence with a
banner saying: “The blood is on
your hands.”

The largest demonstrations
took place on the Ayalon highway
in central Tel Aviv, where police
twice cleared people who were
banging drums, carrying signs
and shouting slogans. “Bibi is
abandoning the hostages,” some of
the demonstrators shouted.

A Red handed: protesters yesterday
. at the US embassy’s office in Tel Aviv

Among those who gathered

. outside Netanyahu’s house in

. Jerusalem was Mai Albini Peri, the
. grandson of Chaim Peri, a hostage
. in Gaza. Peri held a sign saying:

. “Rafah, not at the expense of my

. grandfather.”

The news that Hamas had

. accepted a deal was greeted with

. enthusiasm by the Hostages and

. Missing Families Forum, which

. represents a number of relatives of
. captives. It said in a statement that
. the announcement must lead to

. “the return of the 132 hostages held
. captive by Hamas”.

In Tel Aviv, Einav ZangauKker,

. whose son, Matan Zangauker, is

. still held in Gaza, told a crowd that

. it was “time to accept the deal”.

. With a megaphone, Zangauker

. stood on the roof of a car and spoke
| to alarge crowd. “We’re not going

¢ : tolet you continue to abandon the

| : children,” she said.

. Jonathan Yerushalmy

. and Peter Beaumont
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Rafah offensive
would not result
in eradication of
Hamas - Mitchell

Patrick Wintour
Diplomatic editor

AnIsraelimilitary offensive on Rafah
in southern Gaza would break inter-
national humanitarian law and not
lead to the eradication of Hamas,
Andrew Mitchell, the UK’s deputy
foreign minister said yesterday, but
he held back from spelling out any
planned British consequencesif a full
scale invasion went ahead.

The line, agreed in conjunction
with the US, is aimed at limiting the
options of the Israeli government
so that it will accept a version of the
three-stage peace deal adopted by
Hamas.

The UK said itsaim was to securea
permanent and sustained ceasefire,
and the removal of Hamas from the
future governance of Gaza.

The British statement that Israel
has presented no credible plan for
the invasion of Rafah that complies
with international humanitarian law
follows a similar statement by the
French foreign ministry on Monday.
But Mitchell went further in saying
such amove may end up strengthen-
ing, not weakening Hamas.

The EU foreign affairs chief, Josep
Borrell, said: “The offensive on Rafah
hasresumed, despite allthe demands
of the international community, the
US, the member states of the EU and
all those who have asked Mr Netan-
yahu [the Israeli prime minister] not
to attack.

“Despite warnings and requests,
the attack [in Rafah] began at night.
[fear thatthisis going to cause many
civilian deaths again, whatever they
say ... because there areno safeareas
in Gaza,” Borrell said, before adding:
“There are 600,000 childrenin Gaza.”

He said he was still working on a
proposal either to sanction or to curb
the EU’s trade agreement with Israel.

The Belgian prime minister,
Alexander De Croo, in a newspaper
interview said: “Can we continue
with Israel as a trading partner? I
don’t think so.”

» Benjamin
Netanyahu at
Yad Vashem,
Jerusalem, to
mark Holocaust
Remembrance
Day. The Israeli
prime minister
has said the
ceasefire
proposal
accepted by
Hamas falls
short

The US has asked its allies to hold
off threatening Israel with any pub-
licconsequenceifit goes ahead with
a full-blown attack on Rafah, argu-
ing that the priority for the next 48
hoursisto coax Israel into accepting
the ceasefire plan.

Mitchell twice referred to other
voices in the Israeli government
apart from Netanyahu, suggesting
that western allies may still be hoping
that the crisisleads to centristsinthe
Israeli government, such as Benny
Gantz, to break from Netanyahu.

So far Gantz has called for the
ceasefire talks tocontinue, butadded
that the proposal offered by Hamas
“doesnot correspond to the dialogue
that has taken place so far with the
mediators and hassignificant gaps”.

Mitchell also implied that Hamas,
in accepting a ceasefire deal, had not
signed up to the same deal as Israel.
He said: “A generous offerwas on the
table last week proposed by Egypt,
accepted by Israel, and we need to
see Hamas accept a viable deal, and
we can start building the momen-
tum towards a permanent sustained
ceasefire.”

The US played its cards close toits
chest concerning the sticking points
in the talks, although they are known
tofocusonthedegree to which Israel
can be committed toaccepting thata
temporary pause in the fighting will
become a permanent cessation. The
USsaid the text agreed by Hamas had
only minor word changes from a ver-
sion Israel had agreed.

Both the UN and Mitchell were
unequivocal in their calls for Israel
to end its renewed block on human-
itarian aid.

The UNsecretary general, Antonio
Guterres, yesterday called for cross-
ings into Gaza to be reopened
immediately to allow essential aid
in, and urged Israel to “stop any esca-
lation” after it sent tanks into Rafah.

“Things are moving in the wrong
direction. I am disturbed and dis-
tressed by the renewed military
activity in Rafah by the Israel Defense
Forces,” he said.
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‘Red lines

Why Biden

IS caught in

a strategic

cul-de-sac
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Julian Borger L
Washington 4

hen Israeli
troops paraded
through the
Rafah crossing
with an
oversized Star
of David yesterday morning, they
were making a point to Hamas - and
at the same time driving up to the
very edge of Joe Biden’s red line.
The Biden administration
avoids that phrase at all costs. Its

V¥ Wounded people are brought into
hospital. Aid agencies warn a full-
scale attack would be calamitous

top officials also served Barack
Obama, who drew ared line he did
not enforce over Syria’s chemical
weapons. But there is no hiding
from the fact that they have
clearly and repeatedly stated US
opposition to a Rafah offensive, and
to the lack of proper humanitarian
provision for the more than
1 million people sheltering there.
Such provisions are still
clearly lacking and there is
general consensus between the
US government, UN agencies
and humanitarian NGOs that a
Rafah offensive would create a
humanitarian disaster, even by the
dire standards already set in Gaza.
So there is no question an Israeli
thrust into the city of Rafah itself
would mark blatant defiance of
the Biden administration, and US
officials admit the coming days
will be consequential for US-Israeli
relations, to say the least.
While watching Israel’s
next move in Rafah, the state
department is also due today to
deliver a formal assessment to
Congress, under a national security
memorandum Biden signed in
February called NSM-20, assessing
whether the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) is conducting its campaign
in accordance with humanitarian
law - in other words, whether the

PHOTOGRAPH: ISMAEL ABU DAYYAH/AP

A A maninjured in an Israeli
airstrikeis treated in Rafah, where
more than a million are sheltering
PHOTOGRAPH: ANAS ZEYAD FTEHA/ANADOLU

IDF 1s committing war crimes. Itisa
moment of truth for Biden’s policy
on Israel and the Palestinians, or

at the very least a moment when
continued prevarication becomes
much harder to disguise.

There is still a little remaining
leeway. State department officials
have signalled that the NSM-20
report might not be delivered on
time today, but could slip a day or
two. As for Rafah, the taking of the
crossing is arguably distinct from
an attack on the city itself, and
could be seen as the sort of targeted
action the US had recommended
in place of an all-out offensive. So
there is still time perhaps before
Biden’s bluft is called.

US officials say they genuinely
cannot assess whether the long-
brandished threat of a Rafah
offensive is designed to get better
ceasefire terms from Hamas, or
whether Israeli participation
in the ceasefire talks is a mere
smokescreen for its military
preparations. Both can be true, they
argue, suggesting that Netanyahu
himself may be playing it by ear
and has yet to decide himself. If it is
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A The bodies of Palestinians who
were killed in the latest Israeli
assault are taken for burial in Rafah
PHOTOGRAPH: ABED RAHIM KHATIB/ANADOLU

decision time for the US president,
it is also crunch time for the Israeli
prime minister.

Netanyahu cannot make the
decision alone. He has insisted
that critical decisions about the
war are made by his three-man war
cabinet, sharing responsibility and
blame. He is also constrained by the
hard-right members of his cabinet
who have threatened to bring down
his coalition if he makes peace
with Hamas and forgoes a Rafah
assault. That could end his political
career and leave him to face serious
corruption charges unprotected.

There is no question
that an Israeli thrust
into the city of Rafah
would mark blatant

defiance of the Biden
administration

¥V A Palestinian boy wounded in
an Israeli airstrike waits to
receive treatment in hospital

PHOTOGRAPH: HATEM KHALED/REUTERS

Given that heis caughtina
vice, Netanyahu might choose to
press against the US side of that
vice, which has shown it has more
give init. “Red lines applied to the
US-Israel relationship have a habit
of turning pink,” observed Aaron
David Miller, a former US negotiator
on the Middle East, now a senior
fellow at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace.

Netanyahu is well aware that all
the tools Biden has at his disposal
are double-edged. Restricting
arms supplies would be a shock
for Israel, but also strip Biden of
his leverage to boost humanitarian
supplies into Gaza and achieve a
ceasefire, while at the same time
extract a significant political cost in
an US election year.

“Biden isin a strategic cul-de-
sac,” Miller said, arguing that a
hostages-for-ceasefire deal is the
only way out.

In the absence of such a deal,
Israelis likely to move on Rafah
city, forcing Biden to choose
between a historic rift with Israel,
or humiliating acquiescence in
potential war crimes. In both those
scenarios, his Middle East policy
would be rendered bankrupt, and
bankruptcy comes in two ways,
as Ernest Hemingway famously
noted: “Gradually, then suddenly.”

US campus clashes President
says commitment to Israel is
‘ironclad’ as protests continue

Ed Pilkington
New York

Joe Biden warned against a “ferocious
surge of antisemitismin America” at
a Holocaust event yesterday, as stu-
dent protests against Israel’s military
strikes in Gaza continued on cam-
puses across the US.

Addressing a bipartisan remem-
brance event at the US Capitol,
the president reasserted his “iron-
clad” commitment to the “security
of Israel and its right to exist as an
independent Jewish state ... even
when we disagree”.

Hatred towards Jews didn’t end
with the Holocaust, he said - it was
“brought to life on 7 October 2023”
when Hamas killed 1,200 Israelis.

He added: “Now here we are not
75 years later, but just seven-and-a-
half monthslater, people arealready
forgetting that Hamas unleashed this
terror...Ihave not forgotten, and we
will not forget.”

Biden’s forceful evocation of the
shadows of the Holocaust and the
ongoing scourge of antisemitism
was made atavolatile moment when
Israel’sretaliatory military operation
in Gaza haskilled 34,000 Palestinians,
according tolocal health authorities,
and brought 2.3 million people tothe
edge of starvation.

Demonstrations against the war
and calls for a ceasefire have led to
turmoil at scores of US universities
and colleges - and opened fissures
within Biden’s Democratic party that
could imperil his re-election hopes
in November.

The president, who has generally
avoided commenting on the cam-
pus protests since they started at
Columbia University in New York
three weeks earlier, acknowledged
that hisremembrance speech fell “on
difficult times”.

He also said that he understood
that “people have strong beliefs and
deep convictions”, adding that the
USrespected free speech.

However, he criticised antisemitic
posters and “slogans calling for the
annihilation of Israel” on college
campuses. Biden said: “Jewish stu-
dents [have been]blocked, harassed,
attacked while walking to class.”

He said there is “no place on any
campus in America or any place in
America for antisemitism or hate
speech or threats of violence of
any kind”.

He added: “Violent attacks

destroying property is not peaceful

protest - it’s against the law.”
Student protesters strongly denied

hatred motivated the pro-Palestinian

encampments. A group of more than
750 Jewish students from 140 cam-
puses issued a joint letter yesterday
calling for a ceasefire in Gaza and
rejecting Biden’s comments.

The letter said: “As Jewish stu-
dents, we wholeheartedly reject the
claim that these encampments are
antisemiticand thattheyareaninher-
ent threat to Jewish student safety.”

Hours before the president
delivered his speech, police cleared
a protestencampment at the Univer-
sity of Chicago.

The encampment was completely
dismantled within about three hours,
but about 400 protesters later reas-
sembled outside the university’s
administrative building and staged
an ongoing standoff with police.

In a statement, the university’s
president, Paul Alivisatos, said that
protesters had been given a chance
tovoluntarily dismantle the encamp-
ment, and he stressed there had
been no arrests.

But he said negotiations with
encampment representatives
had broken down because of the
“intractable and inflexible aspects
of their demands”.

At the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, protesters regained
access to the barricaded encamp-
ment after they were removed by
police on Monday.

4 Students at
the University
of Chicago
campus, where
demonstrators
reassembled
after police
dismantled an
encampment

PHOTOGRAPH: ALEX
WROBLEWSKI/AFP

UK students
No 10 hosts
summit over
antisemitism

Neha Gohil
Sally Weale
Pippa Crerar

University chiefs are to attend a
Downing Street summit to discuss
antisemitism on campuses, as
Palestinian solidarity protests
continued to escalate at UK
universities, with 10 students
pledging to go on hunger strike.

Rishi Sunak told his cabinet
yesterday that there had been an
“unacceptable rise in antisemitism”
on campuses and vice-chancellors
would meet to talk about making
universities safe for Jewish students.

It came as three students at the
University of Edinburgh said they
had begun a hunger strike, with seven
more planning to join them after
months of trying to pressure their
institution to divest from companies
supplying arms to Israel.

“What was already an urgent call
for divestment has become so much
moreurgentallofasudden, especially
with the attack on Rafah right now,”
said a fourth-year Palestinian student
who did not want to be identified.

The student, who said 15 members
of her extended family had been
killed in Gaza since the 7 October
attacks, added: “We feel a hunger
strike is the only way to really show
the gravity and the urgency that we
students feel for divestment.”

There are now about 14 student
encampments at UK universities,
after major protests at campuses in
the US. The Union of Jewish Students
warned last week that the occupa-
tions were creating a “hostile and
toxic atmosphere”.

But one Jewish undergraduate
taking part in an occupation at Shef-
field University said they had a
different experience. “There are var-
ious Jewish students, staff and local
community members, including me,
who have taken part in the Shefheld
Palestine solidarity encampment as
openly Jewish and have received no
hate for it,” they said.

Prof Peter Mathieson, principal
and vice-chancellor at Edinburgh
University, said: “We have very
recently been notified of theintention
of an unknown number of students
to commence a hunger strike as an

indication of their strength of feel-
ing and determination around issues
related to Palestine and Israel.

“Whilst we recognise their bod-
ily autonomy, we appeal to them and
othersnot totakerisks with theirown
health, safety and wellbeing. We are
in daily contact with the protesters to
ensure they are aware of the health
and wellbeing support available.”

A second-year Jewish Arab student
taking partin the hunger strike, who
wanted to be anonymous, described
students feeling ignored and “dis-
carded”, and said they plan to
continue their hunger strike for the
“longest” period they “can go on for”.

The hunger strike comes after 35
Edinburgh students set up encamp-
ments outside the office of a former
chancellor at the university, Arthur
Balfour. Balfour, then foreign sec-
retary, was the signatory of the 1917
Balfour Declaration, which promised
to help establish anational home for
the Jewish people in Palestine.

The prime minister’s spokesper-
son said: “Our university campuses
should be places of rigorous debate,
but they should also be tolerant
places where people of all commu-
nities, particularly Jewish students
atthis time, are treated withrespect.

“Theright to free speech does not
include the right to harass people or
incite violence.”



EMERGENCY SURGERY

"’ DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS
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DR BIRSEN GASKELL IS AN
— 5| ANAESTHETIST RECENTLY
CAF "R RETURNED FROM GAZA.

“We arrived in Gaza and were immediately confronted by
huge numbers of people crammed into the streets. You can
hear the bombing and you can see the fear in people’s faces.

We immediately got to work at the hospital. We treated

a large number of patients for burns and trauma injuries,
mostly people whod been injured in explosions. There
were a lot of children. I'd never seen so many burns
patients in one place.

Some children were malnourished and it was clear many
were not eating properly. With post-operative care, it's vital
that patients have a good diet to assist with tissue healing,
but due to food shortages that just wasn’t happening.

We were seeing around 180 patients every day. We didn't
have the capacity to take everybody into the operating
theatres — some procedures had to be carried out on

the ward.

As an anaesthetist, one of my roles was to improve pain
management. Due to shortages of medical supplies, there

A man carries a wounded child into the MSF-run clinic at Rafah Indonesian Field Hospital in southern Gaza, 27 December 2023.

have been a lot of incidents during this conflict when
people have been operated on without anaesthetics. It’s
inconceivable that this has happened, but it has.

Some patients stick in your mind. There was a nine-year-
old girl whod been injured when her home was bombed
and lost part of her jaw. She and her mother were the only
survivors from their family. I changed her dressing every
few days and gave her antibiotic treatment. One day, she
gave me a hug and asked if shed ever look normal. I didn't
have an answer for her. Reconstructive surgery would
really help her, but nothing like that is on offer in Gaza.

The situation in Gaza is getting worse and people’s medical
needs are growing. The fact that there are people there
who have had to undergo medical procedures without
anaesthesia is barbaric. It’s an inhumane situation.

Yet, despite the carnage and the horror, the MSF hospital
was an oasis of calm. [ was so impressed by the Gazan
staff, by their resilience. Many had lost family members
and were living in tents, but they were still there every day,

helping people.

The work MSF is doing in Gaza is needed now more
than ever”

HELP SUPPORT OUR MEDICAL TEAMS TODAY

WE CAN’T OPERATE WITHOUT YOU

Every year, MSF teams carry out tens of thousands

of surgeries. From treating war wounds to emergency
caesareans and reconstructive surgery, our surgeons
are at the frontline of our lifesaving care.

In 2022, MSF teams around the world conducted more
than 118,000 major surgeries. In the places where we
work, demand for surgical services has never been
higher. We need your support now more than ever to
provide people with lifesaving medical care.

Please donate today to support our
emergency medical teams.

£40

can provide six patients with antibiotics
to prevent infections after surgery

covers the cost of an MSF surgeon
working in a hospital for five days

£420

could pay for emergency splints to
immobilise injured limbs for 20 patients

THANK YOU

100% of the funding for our work comes from
private donors. It’s your support that enables
us to provide emergency medical care.

£170

DONATE NOW

CALL 0800 055 79 84

Or search
‘MSF CARFE’
to make an
online donation

YES, | would like to support MSF’s medical teams

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION OF £

Please make your cheque/charity voucher payable to Médecins Sans Frontieres UK

OR Please charge my VISA/Mastercard/Amex/CAF card:

ARE YOU A UK TAXPAYER?

If so, you can make your gift worth 25% more
at no extra cost. Please tick the box below.

| wish Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) to treat all gifts in the last 4 years, this gift and
all future gifts as Gift Aid donations. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay
less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my
donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

giftaid &

NB: Please let us know if your name, address or tax status changes, or if you would like to

Your support is vital to our work and we would like to keep you informed with first-hand accounts
from our staff and patients about the lifesaving impact your support is having, from combatting

We won't allow other organisations to have access to your personal data for marketing purposes

By supporting MSF, you will receive our quarterly magazine Dispatches, event invitations and

occasional emergency appeals with requests for donations by post. You can change how you hear
from MSF UK by emailing uk.fundraising@london.msf.org or calling 020 7404 6600. Visit our

Cardholder name
Card number Eggéry / Heia : .
Signature Today’s date / / cancel this declaration, so that we can update our records.
Title | Forename(s) RESPECTING YOU AND YOUR PERSONAL DATA
Surname
Addrass epidemics to providing emergency surgery.
Postcode and we won’t bombard you with appeals.
Telephone
Emall privacy notice for more: msf.org.uk/privacy.
HEAR FROM MSF BY EMAIL 103227 Please fill in this form, place in an envelope and return postage free to:

Charity Registration Number 1026588

Sign up to our monthly email, Frontline, which provides first-hand accounts of our work. You will
receive Frontline, occasional emergency appeals, requests for donations and event invitations.

FREEPOST RUBA-GYZY-YXST, Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF),
Bumpers Way, Bumpers Farm, Chippenham, SN14 6NG. Alternatively,

you can phone 0800 055 79 84 (open 8am—-10pm seven days a week) or

make your donation online by searching ‘MSF CARE’.

MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES

MSFR0048
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pectancy may

be determined by breed, say researchers

Nicola Davis
Science correspondent

The name may sound ancient but
you should avoid a sphynx cat if you
want a pet to grow old with, research
suggests.

Experts have calculated how many
years onaverage domestic catsin the
UK haveleft tolive based on their cur-
rent age.

The results suggest Burmese and
Birman cats have the highest life
expectancy, with kittens in their
first year of life expected to live for
another 14.4 years on average.

But the figure is just 6.8 years for
sphynx cats - a hairless breed that
dates back to the 1960s.

0 3

I |
Burmese 14.4

Birman 14.4
Crossbreed 11.9
Average 11.7

Life expectancy of common cat breeds

Remaining life expectancy in years, in first year of life

6 9 12 15

Siamese 11.7 S
Persian 10.9 /A
Ragdoll 10.3 e e g ||
Norwegian forest 10.0 | E—

Maine coon 9.7 =

Russian 9.7 e

British 9.6 e ——————

Bengal 8.5 —

Sphynx 6.7 e

care in the UK during 2019

Source: VetCompass research. Note: the study explored mortality data from 7,936 cats under veterinary

Unsurprisingly, the figures for
remaining life expectancy decline
as cats get older.

The team says such figures are
important because they offer a
glimpse into the future.

“Essentially what we’re doing is
we’re giving some level of statistical
certainty, where previously it was
just guesswork,” said Dr Dan O’Neill, a
co-authorofthe study from the Royal
Veterinary College (RVC).

That, headded, could beimportant
information for prospective owners,
rehoming charities and vets, while
it could also help those who may be
weighing up the value of costly and
painful medical or surgical care for
a family pet.

Writing in the Journal of Feline

‘If somebody wants
a cat that is going
to defer death for
as long as possible,
on average, get a
crossbred female’

Dr Dan O’Neill
Royal Veterinary College

4 A British shorthair, one of the
cat breeds at the lower end of the
average life expectancy table

PHOTOGRAPH: JENS MEYER/AP

Medicine and Surgery, research-
ers from the RVC and the National
Chung Hsing University in Taiwan
report how they used data from 7,936
veterinary-registered cats in the UK
that died between 1 January 2019
and 31 March 2021 to calculate the
average remaining lifespan for each
year of life.

Overall, the average remaining
life expectancy for cats that were in
their first year of life was 11.7 years,
with the figure higher at 12.5 years
for females, and lower at 11.2 years
for males.

The team found that crossbreeds
(whichmade up 88% of the catsinthe
study) had a higher life expectancy
than purebreds, at least until they
reached old age, with the former hav-
ing aremaininglife expectancy of11.9
years in their first year of life, com-
pared with 10.4 years for the latter.

O’Neill said such differences were
huge. “If somebody’s priority is they
wantacatthatisgoingto defer death
foraslongaspossible, onaverage, we
now have the evidence to say [get a]
female and crossbred,” he said.

Looking at specific breeds with at
least 15 deathsrecorded, Siamese cats
in their first year of life were expected
tolive foranother11.7 years, while for
Bengal cats the figure was 8.5 years.
The team added that the short life
expectancy for sphynx cats may be
related to their increased risk of var-
ious diseases.

The team added that unneutered
cats had ashortened life expectancy,
though that was probably down to
cats being more likely to be neutered
as they got older, while cats of median
bodyweight had a longer lifespan
than those that weighed more or less.

O’Neill said the data offered cat
lovers a tool to understand and pre-
dict the future lifespans of their cats.

“Essentially thisis now giving the
power to the public,” he said.

Boom in audiobooks helps shore
up revenues in publishing sector

Ella Creamer and Lucy Knight

The number of audiobook downloads
increased by 17% between 2022 and
2023, according tonew data fromthe
Publishers Association (PA).
Revenue from audiobooks rose
24% across the same period to £206m
in 2023, reflecting an increase in
downloads from 50m to 59m, the

trade body said. Over five years, UK
audiobook revenue has more than
doubled. “It’s fair to say that audio
is now a really serious part of the
publishing portfolio,” said PA’s chief
executive, Dan Conway. “Audiobooks
have established themselves as a
major route to market for consum-
ers of books in this country.”
Spotify made audiobooks avail-
able to “premium?” subscribers in
October, while Audible has expanded

from single-narrator audiobooks to
alsointroduce audiobooks withlarge,
starry casts and sound effects. Sam
Mendes-produced audiobooks of
David Copperfield and Oliver Twist
featuring Ncuti Gatwa, Helena Bon-
ham Carter and Nicola Coughlan
were released in the past two years,
and there are plans to release new
audiobooks of all seven Harry Pot-
ter titles voiced by a cast of more than
100 performers.

PA alsoreported thatin2023, total
publishing revenue exceeded £7bn
for the first time. “These strong fig-
uresreflect the continuing economic
value of publishing to the UK,” said
Conway. “The enduring popularity

of books and learning means that
the sectorisstill performing strongly
in spite of the broader economic
headwinds.”

However, while total publishing
revenue rose by 3% between 2022
and 2023, this does not account for
inflation. Across the same period
there was a 2% fall in the number of
sales of consumer titles, including
fiction, nonfiction, children’s books

21%

Rise in revenue from audiobooks
between 2022 and 2023, with
downloads increasing by 17%

and audiobooks, and excluding aca-
demic and education books.

Thevalue of the consumer export
market grew by 8% to £918m in 2023,
with the top three export countries
being Australia, the US and Germany.
This “means that the appetite for UK
books and UK authors around the
world continues to grow, which is
great news,” said Conway.

He said the publishing industry
had “grown every year” for the past
five years, and predicted thatit would
continue to grow next year. “Over the
pandemic, there wasareading boom,
and we grew very fast,” he said. “That
growthis slowing ever so slightly, but
we’re still growing.”




CORY

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER BY THE PLANNING INSPECTORATE (ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

CORY DECARBONISATION PROJECT DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER
Planning Inspectorate Reference Number: ENO10128

FOR ENERGY SECURITY AND NET ZERO (‘DESNZ’)

Under Section 56 of the Planning Act 2008, Regulation 8 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 and Regulation

10.

1k

12

13

14.

15

16.

16 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (‘DESNZ') (the ‘Secretary of State') has accepted an application by Cory Environmental Holdings Limited (company
number: 05360864 ) of Level 5,10 Dominion Street, London, UK, EC2M 2EF (the 'Applicant’) for a Development Consent Order (‘DCQ') under the Planning Act 2008 (the ‘Application’). The Application
was submitted by the Applicant to the Secretary of State c/o the Planning Inspectorate on 21 March 2024 and was accepted on 18 April 2024. The reference number applied to the Application by the
Planning Inspectorate is ENO10128.

Summary of the Project
The Applicant is seeking development consent for the Cory Decarbonisation Project (the ‘Proposed Scheme') at the Applicant’s energy from waste facilities in Riverside 1and Riverside 2 adjacent to the
River Thames at Belvedere in the London Borough of Bexley.

The Application is seeking development consent for the proposed construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the Proposed Scheme, incorporating the following main components:
a Carbon Capture Facility, comprising up to two plants; a proposed new Jetty, extending into the Thames to facilitate the onward transfer of the captured COZ; the Mitigation and Enhancement Area,
designed both to enhance biodiversity and to improve public access to outdoor space; three temporary construction compounds; and connections to utilities and provision of site access works.

The Proposed Scheme was designated a project of national significance for which development consent is required by a Direction given by the Secretary of State under sections 35(1) and 35ZA of the
PA 2008 on 6 October 2022.

The DCO would also authorise:

(i) the compulsory acquisition of interests in land and rights over land;

(i) the powers to use land permanently and temporarily;

(iii) the construction of temporary accesses to the Proposed Scheme;

(iv) the temporary stopping up or diversion of public rights of way, street works and highway works; and
(v) the application and disapplication of certain legislation.

A map showing the location of the Proposed Scheme can be viewed on the National Infrastructure Planning website at the following address:
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk /projects/EN010128

Environmental Impact Assessment Development:
The Proposed Scheme is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. This means

that the Proposed Scheme constitutes development for which an EIA is required. The Application is therefore accompanied by an Environmental Statement which provides a detailed description of the
Proposed Scheme and the findings of the EIA undertaken.

Application form and accompanying documents:

The application form and accompanying documents, plans and maps (the ‘Application Documents') are available for inspection for free of charge on the Cory Decarbonisation Project page of the
Planning Inspectorate's National Infrastructure Planning website: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010128 /documents under the documents tab.
The Application Documents will remain on the website for the duration of the Relevant Representation period, until at least Sunday 16 June 2024.

The complete set of Application Documents can be made available in hard copy format on request at a cost of £3,000. An electronic version provided on a USB storage stick is available for a charge
of £10. Copies of individual documents are also available on request and a reasonable printing charge may apply. The Applicant will also consider any reasonable requests for bespoke or hard copy
document formats (for example in large print, audio or braille formats). In relation to any request, please contact the Applicant using the contact details below.

The Applicant has arranged for an iPad to be made available so that the online version of the Application Documents can be accessed, free of charge, until Sunday 16 June 2024, at:

Location

Monday 9.30-17.30
Tuesday 9.30-17.30

Wednesday CLOSED
Upper Belvedere Community Library Thursday CLOSED
(please enquire at the counter Friday 9.30-17.30
for more information) Saturday CLOSED

Sunday CLOSED

Opening times at this venue are subject to change and we recom-
mend checking with the venue via telephone, email or online in
advance of visiting.

If you have any questions about the Application Documents, have any queries on accessing documents or if you require a copy of the Application Documents to be supplied on a USB stick, you can
contact the Applicant by:

o Email decarbonisation@corygroup.co.uk
5 Post: FREEPOST cory css
s Online: www.corydecarbonisation.co.uk

“ Telephone: 0330 838 4254,

Making representations about the Application

Any person may register as an Interested Party by submitting a Relevant Representation in respect of the Application during the representation period. Any Relevant Representations (giving notice
of any interest in, or objection to, the Application) must be submitted on the required registration form provided by the Planning Inspectorate. The Planning Inspectorate's Registration and Relevant
Representation Form can be accessed online through their website here:

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk /projects/EN010128 from 8 May 2024.

Please contact the Planning Inspectorate directly for any hard copy registration forms, by telephoning them on 0303 444 5000, and quoting the name of the Application (‘Cory Decarbonisation Project’)
and the reference number: ENO10128. A completed hard copy form can be submitted to The Planning Inspectorate at the following address:

The Planning Inspectorate,
Temple Quay House,
Temple Quay,

Bristol,

BST6PN.

All Relevant Representations must include details of the Interested Party's name, address and telephone number, along with an outline of the points intended to be made at the examination stage.
Please ensure that the Proposed Scheme's reference number ENO10128 is quoted in all correspondence with the Planning Inspectorate about the Application.

The Planning Inspectorate's '‘Advice Notice 8.2: How to register to participate in an Examination’, provides further guidance on how to register and make a Relevant Representation and can be accessed
via the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-advice-note-eight-overview-of-the-nationally-significant-infrastructure-planning-process-for-
members/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-advice-note-82-how-to-register-to-participate-in-an-examination Please note that Relevant Representations must be received by the
Planning Inspectorate by 11.59pm on Sunday 16 June 2024,

Relevant Representations will be made public and will be subject to the Planning Inspectorate's privacy policy which can be accessed at the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-inspectorate-privacy-notices/customer-privacy-notice

Cory Environmental Holdings Limited

May 2024
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Gérrick Cub votes

National

to lift 193-year ban
on female members

® Continued from page1

letters and emails from more than
200 members informing them that
they would resignifthe vote had gone
against women.

The musicians Sting and Mark
Knopfler as well as Fry wrote saying
they would resign because “pub-
lic controversy over this issue” had
put them in an untenable position,
jeopardising their relations with
female colleagues.

Campaigners for greater diversity
in politics and greater representa-
tion of women in public leadership
roles had responded with dismay in
March to the revelation that Simon
Case, whoas cabinet secretaryisthe
leader of more than half a million
civil servants, and Richard Moore,
the head of the Secret Intelligence
Service, MI6, were members.

Moore and Case had repeatedly
spoken about the need forincreased

» Women
protesting
outside the
Garrick Club

in March to
demand the
end of its policy
of male-only
membership

PHOTOGRAPH: CARL
COURT/GETTY IMAGES

A The rrzck has been a bulw;rk of
the male-dominated establishment

diversity in their workforces, and
bothresigned from the club daysafter
their membership was made public.
At least four judges also resigned
their memberships amid intense
media focus on the large number of
senior lawyers who were members of
a club that has previously voted on
several occasions since the 1980s to
block the admission of women.
Women working in the arts had
expressed frustration over the past

few weeks at the high numbers of
their colleagues who were members.

JudeKelly, the theatre director and
founder of the Women of the World
Foundation, said: “These clubs were
created as places for people who were
given superior privileges. Thisisnot
the same as having an all-girls pic-
nic or a boys-only cricket club. This
1s a place that sustained male power.”

The club is expected to propose
readmitting all those members who
resigned in protest on this issue in
recent weeks, sources said.

The decision to let women in
rests in part on a legal technicality.
Analysis of the club’s rules by
lawyers, led by David Pannick KC and
backed by senior lawyers including
two former supreme court judges,
concluded that “there is nothing
in the language of the rules which
excludes the admission of women,”
not least because the 1925 Law
of Property Act says that in legal
documents such as deeds and other
instruments the word “he” should
also beread to mean “she”.

Pro-female members have already
drawn up a list of seven women they
now plan to nominate for member-
ship: the classicist Mary Beard, the
former home secretary Amber Rudd,
the Channel 4 News presenter Cathy
Newman, the new Labour peer
Ayesha Hazarika, the actor Juliet Ste-
venson, Margaret Casely-Hayford,
who chairs the trustees of Shake-
speare’s Globe and is chancellor
of Coventry University, and Eliz-
abeth Gloster, formerly a court of
appeal judge.

The club’s admissions process
is notoriously complex and slow,
requiring names to be written in
a red leather-bound book and sec-
onded by two pages of signatures
before prospective members are
invited in to dine at the club, and
their membership is discussed by
committee members.

Despite the vote, there may not be
a radical change in the club’s mem-
bership in the near future.

Analysis "Iﬁta
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This shift in mood

reflects changing times:

the club’s all-male

A Garrick
Club members
including
Stephen Fry,
who had said he
was prepared
to resign over
the issue, at
the Grand
Connaught
Rooms in
London before
the vote on
whether to
admit women
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rule could not stand

ho cares that an elite organisation
full of mostly elderly white men
has decided to allow women to join
them in a small central London
private members’ club? Such was
the reaction of many of the club’s
members who responded with extreme ill-temper to
the Guardian’s recent decision to publish the names
of about 60 of the club’s most influential members.
There has been an orgy of mansplaining in newspaper
comment pieces. The Garrick’s rules prohibit
networking or even working inside the building,
these members say, so it would be very silly to believe
anything of any consequence ever happens within its
walls. The club’s merely a spot for friendly relaxation.

“The Garrick Club is not a public body and the whole
issue is too unimportant to make a fuss of,” the retired
supreme court judge Jonathan Sumption admonished
a New York Times reporter - though he added that he
supported the admission of women.

“This is such a ridiculous debate. Should all women-
only clubs in Britain now be forced to accept men? (Not
that we’d want to join ...),” Piers Morgan suggested on
X yesterday ahead of the vote.

Numerous senior politicians, leading civil servants,
the head of MI6, the chair of the bar council all very
quickly came to a different conclusion. Most were
clear that they were not interested in preventing
men from gathering in single sex spaces - in pubs,
clubs or sports groups - but were responding instead
to the uniqueness of the Garrick, with its powerful
membership list casting an unflattering spotlight on
Britain’s still very male-dominated establishment.

It is not the existence of a single-sex club that
has felt problematic for many so much as the
concentration of men in very senior positions who
had chosen to join the Garrick, notorious since the
1960s for not welcoming women on equal terms. As
members filed in for the vote one

said he would immediately be

What is problematic for submitting an application to join
1 the Women’s Institute if women
ULy observers I'? the were admitted to the Garrick.
dense concentration “It is hard to believe that we’re
1 ' in 2024 and only just welcoming
Of H’?E"H HE VELy Setinl the news that women can join the
positions who chose to Garrick,” Jemima Olchawski, chief
P ; executive of the Fawcett Society,
JOI the Garrick club said, noting that the problem with
the Garrick was that it allowed men
to consolidate power, reinforcing

o

existing inequalities. “At our last
count 92% of FTSE 100 companies were run by men,
83% of supreme court justices were men, along with
62% of the civil service leaders.”

More than 200 members, including the musicians
Sting, Mark Knopfler and Stephen Fry, wrote to the
club’s chair warning that they would give up their
memberships if the vote did not allow women to join.
One member said a vote against women would “trigger
a huge shoal of resignations, particularly across the
arts”. This determination to quit has prompted some
to ask why all these men were happy to be members
before but had suddenly changed their minds.

The shift in mood reflects a sense that times have
changed. Other gentlemen’s clubs are likely to be
under pressure to change their rules. One speaker
argued before the vote that similar clubs with an
all-male membership were no longer “remotely
defensible in public life”.
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Labour needs to rebuild voters' trust
lost over Gaza, say Reeves and Khan

Aletha Adu
Kiran Stacey

Two of Labour’s most senior figures

admitted yesterday that the party had
lost the trust of some voters over its
response to the Israel-Gaza conflict
and will have to “engage and listen”
to win them back.

Rachel Reeves, the shadow chan-
cellor, expressed her regret over
people who “couldn’t bring them-
selves” to back Labour at last week’s
local elections, while the London
mayor, Sadig Khan, said the whole
party had to regain lost trust.

The pair urged against an Israeli
offensive in Rafah, with Khan
warning such an attack would be a
“catastrophe on steroids™.

Chief among Labour’s significant
local election victories wasits narrow
win in the West Midlands mayoral
contest, with its candidate, Richard
Parker, beating the Conservative
incumbent, Andy Street. An inde-
pendent candidate, Akhmed Yakoob,

wonnearly 43,000 votes there aftera
campaign focused on Gaza.

During the showdown, the party
condemned a briefing, widely seen
as racist, from a Labour source who
reportedly said: “It’s the Middle East,
not West Midlands, that will have
won Andy Street the mayoralty. Once
again Hamas are the real villains.”

Inthe wake of the 7 October attacks
when councillors began to quit over
the party’s stance, a senior Labour
source had been quoted as saying it
was asign the party was “shaking oft
the fleas”.

Khan told the Guardian such
comments were “completely unac-
ceptable” and “whoever said those
wordsifthey are employed by Labour
should be sacked”. Labour was a party
of “racial justice, social justice, and
anti-racism”, he said, adding: “I’m
sure if Keir Starmer knew the names

» Sadiq Khan bucked the trend of
Labour losing some support in areas
with large Muslim populations
PHOTOGRAPH: ALBERTO PEZZALI/AP

It'saboutusasa
party engaging with
people, listening
and responding’

Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London

of those behind those briefings, he’d
kick them out.”

Labour failed to regain control of
Oxford council, lost control of Old-
ham council and lost support in
Blackburn, Darwen and Bradford.
Analysis showed there was an almost
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WV Rachel Reeves said she regretted
that some voters ‘couldn’t bring
themselves’ to support Labour
PHOTOGRAPH: DAN KITWOOD/GETTY IMAGES

18% drop in the Labour vote in areas
of England where more than a fifth of
people identified as Muslim.

The London mayor managed to
buck this trend, gaining the support
of Green and Liberal Democrat vot-
ers in his historic third term win. He
told the Guardian he was proud of
results including a swing towards
Labourin areas with big Muslim and
Jewish populations.

Khan praised Starmer and the
shadow foreign secretary, David
Lammy, for criticising possible Israeli
incursion in Rafah.

Asked what would be enough
to regain voters’ trust, Khan said:
“We’ve got to use [last] Thursday
as a reminder of the importance of
making the argument across the
country. It’s not about one person,
it’sabout usasaparty engaging with
people across the country, listening,
responding and being true to our val-
ues, which is being against what’s
happening in Gaza.”

In a Q&A after a speech on the
economy in London, Reeves said: “I
recognise that there are some peo-
ple who didn’t vote for Labour last
week because they did have concerns
-including peoplein the Muslim com-
munity. I regret whenever someone
decides that they can’t bring them-
selves to vote for the Labour party,
and we will seek to rebuild trust of
those communitiesin the weeksand
months ahead.”
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The Tories can do little

but react to their latest

disaster. The opposition

sets the agenda now

he last time most of us saw Rishi Sunak

was on Friday lunchtime. He was

surrounded by armoured vehicles. His

private security detail to protect him from

angry Conservative MPs. Appearing in his

own BBC hostage video, he declared that
it was far too soon to draw any conclusions about the
local elections as not all of the results were in.

Nothing escapes our Rish! and for once he was right.
The later results were even worse for the government
than the earlier ones. Culminating in the loss of the
West Midlands mayoralty. One of the Tories’ home
bankers. Andy Street couldn’t win in Birmingham even
without any mention of Sunak or the Conservatives on
his campaign literature. The brand is that toxic.

The only reason Sunak was still in a job was that
it was too late in the day to get another leader. Rish!
has never inspired love. Too detached from the real
world. Too pleased with himself. Now he can’t even
inspire competence. The only thing left is to await the
inevitable. Not so much riding into the Valley of Death
as the Valley of Death riding into them.

By yesterday Sunak’s minders were getting worried.
This couldn’t go on. The Tories had to at least look as
though they were doing something. Obviously almost
anything they said would be bollocks but at least it
would be their bollocks. If there’s one thing worse
than bollocks in the political sphere it’s silence. Sunak
had to be made to move. To do something. But no.
Nothing. Instead, it was Labour who once more set the
agenda. It frequently is these days. The government

Putin’s war in Ukraine and 5G masts
are a focus of conspiracy theories

can do little more than react to the

latest disaster. Yesterday morning it Nothin g escapes our

Rish! and for once he
was right. The later
poll results were worse
than the earlier ones.
The brand is that toxic

couldn’t even do that.

So Rachel Reeves stuck the boot
in during a speech in London. She
got straight to the point. Don’t
listen to what the government has
to say. About having lurched from a
“technical recession” to “technical
recovery”. The excitement of
0.1% growth. Interest rates still
punishingly high since the Liz Truss

heart. Can you handle the excitement of being
more broke just a little more slowly?

Not that Labour was offering instant salvation.
The country was in too much of a mess for that.

But what she could promise was stability. Things
would not be getting worse. She wouldn’t be making
£46bn of unfunded tax cuts. Rachel didn’t make her
“securonmics” sound very exciting but maybe we’ve
all had enough of exciting. Give it 10 years and we
might turn this around. We are where we are.

Reeves was back in action at Treasury questions,
head to head with the chancellor, Jeremy Hunt. It’s one
of the more unequal contests in the Commons. Jezza
couldn’t even win an argument with his reflection.
Rachel said that to get rid of national insurance he’d
have to raise income tax by eight percentage points.
Jezza smugly said that wasn’t his plan. Largely because
he had no plan, no idea where he’d find his £46bn. No
need. He won’t be in government to need to.

There was some good news. Sunak had risen from
bed to explain the latest fuck up - the payroll firm
contracted to the MoD had had its systems hacked. Yet
another cost saving gone wrong. Next time someone
might think to renew the licence on the anti-virus
software. Let that sink in: the MoD can’t even defend
its personnel. Yet we trust it to defend the country.

experiment. Listen instead to your \
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Conspiracy theories A peek
inside the new guide for MPs

Ben Quinn

MPs and election candidates are
being provided with a guide on rec-
ognising conspiracy theoriesranging
from false claims about 5G technol-
ogy to others about vaccines and
global organisations such as the IMF.

The guide was commissioned by
Penny Mordaunt, the leader of the

House of Commons, who launched
it yesterday with the shadow leader,
LucyPowell, amid concern about the
impact of conspiracies theories, often
with antisemitic overtones.
Experts from the Antisemitism
Policy Trust, Full Fact and other
groups produced the guides, which
provide examples of eight common
conspiracies that have been iden-
tified as proliferating in the UK.
Mordaunt described the proliferation

of conspiracy theories across the UK
as deeply disturbing, warning: “If
they go unchallenged we risk the
public being conned.”

However, colleagues of Mordaunt
onthe Tory benchesare amongthose
who have flirted with at least one
of the conspiracy theories identi-
fied - that an urban design principle
sometimesreferred toas “15-minute
cities” isameans of controlling move-
ment and personal freedoms.

The Tory backbencher Nick
Fletcher asked Mordaunt in parlia-
ment in 2023 to set aside time for a
debate on what he described as “the
international socialist concept of so-
called 15-minute cities”, which would
“cost us our personal freedom”.

Here we look at other conspiracy
theories included in the MPs’ guide:

» The Great Reset
Originally a vague set of proposals
from the World Economic Forum to

encourage governments to adopt
more equitable policies, it has been
hijacked by claims that it is a bid by
a small group to exert control. Spin-
off theories have included claims
- fuelled by attempts to reduce meat
consumption - that the WEF wants
to make people eat insects.

» The Great Replacement
The belief that there is a plan to
replace Europe’s white population
with minority ethnic groups. Far-
right European politicians have
repeated the claim, which has also
been name-checked by traditional
rightwingers such as the French con-
servative presidential candidate,
Valérie Pecresse.

' QAnon
A claim thatthereisapaedophilering
run by a global elite, sometimes in
the form of shape-shifting reptilians.
It made inroads into the UK among
some of the more extreme anti-vac-
cine activists during the pandemic.

' 5G
Linked to the Great Reset theory,
the belief holds that 5G technology
is unsafe due to radiation from 5G
waves. In the UK it led to a spate of
attacks on telecoms engineers since
the start of the coronavirus crisis.

The war in Ukraine

Pro-Russia narratives, sometimes
tied in with antisemitic messaging,
have sought to portray theinvasionas
a countering a power-grab by global
elites. Elon Musk is singled outinthe
guide for posting a version of ameme
associated with conspiracies about
the conflict.

» Climate
The Institute for Strategic Dialogue
identified “climate lockdown” as the
catchphrase for another conspiracy:
that the climate crisis would be used
as a pretext for depriving citizens of
their liberty. GB News was named as
an outlet that had been used to nor-
malise the narrative.

Trade unions
Leaders to
meet Starmer
over workers'
rights policy

Jessica Elgot
Kiran Stacey

Trade union leaders will meet Keir
Starmer next Tuesday after several
expressed publicreservations about
changestothe party’s flagship work-
ers’ rights policy - and warned there
should be no watering down of what
has been pledged.

It comesas party sources admitted
that only draft legislation would be
published within 100 days of taking
power - rather than a full bill before
parliament.

Rachel Reeves, the shadow chan-
cellor, has said business will have
“nothing to fear from the changes”,
which include ending enforced
zero-hours contracts and “day one”
protections from unfair dismissal.

Labour is preparing a new set of
guidance with the final version of the

proposals to be sent out to candidates
to use for election campaigning.

Trade union sources said they
hoped to go through the document
atthe meeting with Starmer in order
to thrash out if any new changes
had been made since the policy was
broadly agreed at the national policy
forum last summer.

Representatives from trade unions
affiliated to Labour met yesterday
ahead of the meeting next week.

“Key for us is to make sure there
has been no shift on the right to
organise, the right to join a union
and the right to collective bargain-
ing,” one said. “But we are concerned
about [any watering down of the ban
on] zero hours, and that could turn
out to be the most significant.”

At a speech to business leaders,
Reeves said it was essential to con-
tinue to consult on the proposals
“sothat therearen’tany unforeseen,
adverse consequences fromit”.

- |
A Starmer: union leaders hope to go
through policy proposals with him

Pushed on whether Labour would
introducelegislation to bolster work-
ers’ rights in the first 100 days or
merely publish draft proposals for
consultation, Reeves suggested it
would be the latter.

Reeves said: “We will bring
forward legislation in the first 100
days of a Labour government. Of
course we will then consult on that
both within those100 days and after-
wards as it goes through the normal
parliamentary process.”

Reeves said she and other shadow
cabinet ministers had spent a lot of
time talking to businesses to try
to strike the right balance, saying
that the party would ban “exploit-
ative zero-hours contracts” - a new
phrasing to encompass a change that
would see workers able to opt into
a zero-hours contract if they pre-
ferred to.

“If you want that flexibility as a
worker, you can remain on the con-
tract you’reon,” Reevessaid. “It’sjust
about saying that the flexibility can’t
be all one way.”

Matt Wrack, president of the TUC,
has warned there should be “noback-
tracking and no weakening” of the
promises made to workers.

Sharon Graham, the general
secretary of Unite, said her union
was prepared to consider withhold-
ing funds to Labour if it emerged
that the package of rights had
been weakened.
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Ex-leader of NUS settles sacking
case over antisemitism claim

Richard Adams
Education editor

A former president of the National
Union of Students is said to have
accepted a “substantial” settlement
to end her legal action against the
union following her dismissal over
allegations of antisemitism.

Shaima Dallali was sacked as NUS
UK presidentin November 2022 after
an investigation claimed she had
made “significant breaches” of the
union’s antisemitism policies. But
shortly before Dallali’s legal challenge
wastobe heard by anemployment tri-
bunal, the NUS and Dallali’s lawyers
said a settlement had been agreed.

A joint statement read: “We are
pleased to confirm that a settle-
ment has been reached between
Shaima Dallali and the National
Union of Students, bringing an
end to the proceedings before the
employment tribunal.”

Dallali’s dismissal came after an
investigation into antisemitism
within the organisation, headed by

a barrister, Rebecca Tuck, amid con-
cerns over a social media post written
10 years earlier by Dallali that ref-
erenced a seventh-century battle
between Muslims and Jews.

The NUS said it now accepted that
“pro-Palestinian and anti-Zionist
beliefs may be protected beliefs, as
may pro-Zionist beliefs. As a private
individual Ms Dallaliis, and as presi-
dent of NUSshe was, entitled to hold
protected beliefs.”

The NUS statement added:
“Throughout this matter, Ms Dal-
1ali has suffered truly horrific abuse,
which has included death threats,
threats of sexual assault and fla-
grant Islamophobia. This is wholly
unacceptable, and NUS categorically
condemn it.

“Ms Dallali now has the right to
move on with her life and her career
free from harassment or abuse.”

While both sides said the terms
of the settlement were confidential,
people familiar with the case said it
was likely that the union had paid
Dallali’slegal costs and a further sum
as part of the settlement.

The settlement follows a ruling in
February that David Miller, a former
professor at the University of Bristol,
had been unfairly dismissed over his
anti-Zionist views, which qualify as
philosophical beliefs protected under
the Equality Act.

Tayab Ali, of the International Cen-
tre of Justice for Palestinians, said:
“We now have clear legal recognition
that criticism of Israel and of Zionism
amounts to a protected belief and
cannot be suppressed. This must be
considered by universities before
they decidetotakeanydisciplinaryor
other action against their students.”

A Shaima Dallali was dismissed in
2022 over a post 10 years earlier

Dallali said: “I am an anti-Zion-
ist and a proud pro-Palestinian.
Following today’s settlement, I 1ook
forward to being able to focus on
continuing to dedicate myself to
the Palestinian cause and to serving
my community.

“lamimmensely grateful tothose
who have supported me during this
difficult chapter in my life and I am
pleased that all parties can now move
on. Now more than ever, it is impor-
tant that all communities come
together for peace and justice.”

The NUS UK’s latest accounts
revealed that the union spent more
than £800,000 on the antisemitism
investigation since 2022.

After Dallali’s election as president
in March 2022, the NUS received
complaints about her 2012 tweet
that read: “Khaybar Khaybar O Jews
... Muhammad’s army will return
#Gaza,” referencing a historical
battle. Dallali later apologised for
the tweet.

The joint statement issued yes-
terday said: “As has been noted
repeatedly in the media, NUS was
very concerned by a tweet that was
written by Ms Dallali when she was
a teenager, before she was even a
student, in 2012.

“Ms Dallali has accepted that
while it was not her intention, the
tweet was antisemitic. Both parties
acceptthat Ms Dallali hasrepeatedly
apologised for that tweet.”

Baby bumps
Bactrian
camel calf
Sally with her
mother [zzy
at Whipsnade
700 1N
Bedfordshire,
whereshe
wasbornon
11 April after

a 13-month
pregnancy -
the zoo's first
such birthin
elght years.
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Campaign group
‘appalled’ as
Sizewell C gets
nuclear licence

Jillian Ambrose

Energy correspondent

A planned nuclear power station at
Sizewell in Suffolk has been granted
the first site licence in more than a
decade asinvestors and government
officials race to finalise a deal for the
multibillion-pound project this year.

The licence from the nuclear reg-
ulator is considered a milestone for
EDF, which plans to build Sizewell
C as areplica of its Hinkley Point C
projectin Somerset, which has been
dogged by delays and cost overruns.

The Office for Nuclear Regula-
tion (ONR) has granted only two site
licences to build new nuclear plants
in more than 35 years: the first for
Hinkley Point Cin 2012, and the sec-
ond for Sizewell. It was granted as
EDF workstoreach afinalinvestment
decision onthe Sizewell C project by
the end of this year, depending on a
government framework to finance
the project and fresh investment to
cover its construction costs.

EDF hasa20% stake in the project,
while the UK government holds just
more than 50%. They are searching
for further investment after EDF’s
partner at Hinkley Point, China’s
CGN, was barred from the successor
project over security concerns.

EDF has blamed inflation, Covid
and Brexit for a four-year delay and
cost overruns at the Hinkley Point C
site. It believes that by learning the
lessons from Hinkley it willbe able to
build Sizewell Cin about nine years.

A group campaigning against the
nuclear plant, Stop Sizewell C, said
it was “appalled that a nuclear site
licence has been issued when mat-
ters critical to the future safety of the
site remain unresolved”.

The government will today set out
plans for what it claims will be Brit-
ain’s biggest nuclear expansionin 70
years by recommitting to approving
one or two new reactors every five
years from 2030 to 2044.
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Briton admits
role in global

network that

aided torture

of monkeys

‘ National

Emine Sinmaz

A British woman has pleaded guilty
to being part of a global monkey tor-
ture network. Holly LeGresley, 37,
from Kidderminster, in Worcester-
shire,admitted uploading 22 images
and 132 videos of monkeys being tor-
tured to an online chat group.
LeGresley was charged after a
BBC investigation of the torture of
monkeys overseas, which exposed
a global network involving a private

online group paying people in Indo-
nesiatokilland torture baby monkeys
on video.

The BBC said LeGresley had the
username the Immolator and ran
a poll for members of the group to
decide the method of torture to be
inflicted upon an infant monkey.

Yesterday she pleaded guilty to
charges of publishing obscene arti-
cles and intentionally encouraging
animal cruelty at Worcester magis-
trates court. The court heard West
Mercia police had charged LeGresley
after beinginformed by the National

Wildlife Crime Unit, a UK police
department.

A second defendant, Adriana
Orme, 55, of Ryall, Worcestershire,
did not indicate any plea to simi-
lar charges. The court was told the
women had “not carried out monkey
torture themselves”. The prosecu-
tor, Angela Hallan, told the court
LeGresley had been charged after
being identified as having been part
of online chat groups.

Ormeis alleged to have published
an obscene article by uploading one
image and 26 videos of monkey

torture between 14 April and 16
June 2022, and to have encouraged
or assisted the commission of unnec-
essary suffering via a £10 payment
to a PayPal account on 26 April 2022.

LeGresley admitted uploading
images of monkey torture between
25 March and 8 May 2022, and pay-
ing £17.24 in to a PayPal account to
encourage cruelty.

LeGresley will be sentenced on 7
June. Orme was ordered to appear
at a crown court on 5 June.

Additional reporting PA Media
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Cass tells MSPs gender
review did not put too
high a bar on evidence

Libby Brooks
Scotland correspondent

The Cass review on gender identity
“absolutely” did not set an unfairly
highbar for evidence, itsauthor said
yesterday, as she addressed “signif-
icant misinformation” about her
assessment of healthcare provision
for gender-questioning young people
in England and Wales.

Giving evidence to the Scottish
parliament’s health committee, Dr
Hilary Cass said Scotland could ben-
efit from the more holisticapproach
recommended in her review, which
was commissioned by NHS England.

She also expressed frustration at
misinformation circulated about
the review of evidence regarding
the impact of medical interventions
such as puberty blockers and cross-
sex hormones on young people that
was undertaken by the University of
York as part of her review.

“There has been the question of
‘have we set a higher bar for this sys-
tematic review?’ and we absolutely
haven’t,” she told MSPs. “These
young people should get the same
standard of evidence in their care as
every other young person.”

Last month, the review found
“weak evidence” for the use of
puberty blockers and cross-sex
hormones to treat young people
experiencing gender incongruence
and that this vulnerable cohort had
been “let down” by the “toxicity” of
the debate surrounding their care.

Shetold the Holyrood committee:
“To be clear, there was an incorrect
piece oninformation being circulated
that 98% of those papers [focusing on
the effects of puberty blockers and
cross-sex hormones] had been dis-
regarded and that only randomised
controlled studies were included.

“Both of those things are wrong.
There were no randomised con-
trolled trials, [and] 58% of the 102
papers were included in the analy-
sis because they were of high or
moderate quality.”

Afterthe publication of herreview,
Scotland’s only clinic to offer treat-
ment to gender-questioning young
people, Sandyford in Glasgow,
paused prescribing puberty blockers
and cross-sex hormones.

The Scottish government has come

A Hilary Cass denied she fDT‘Ed
98% of puberty blocker research

under increasing pressure to fully
adopt the recommendations after
it set up a multidisciplinary team of
clinicians to consider how to apply
them to NHS Scotland.

Cass, who suggested Scotland
could become aregional centre, shar-
ing research and data across Britain,
used the session to address other
misconceptions resulting from the
review’s publication.

“The trans community has been
concerned that we’re looking at
detransition to say we shouldn’t be
giving gender-affirming care,” she
said, adding that it was important
to understand the factors which
lead individuals to detransition:
“Were there earlier signs that this
may not have been a successful path-
way for them?”

Cass said she would want to
explain any less than successful
medical outcome to inform someone
contemplating the same procedure,
but added: “That’s not telling them
they can’t doit.”

She told the committee she had
“really deep concerns” about private
provision, adding that self-medica-
tion by young people was “happening
way more than we would wish”.

Last week the Guardian reported
that experts were concerned about
under-18s being able to purchase
cross-sex hormones online.

“Itdoes put people at considerable
risk to not have the level of assess-
ment we are describing,” Cass said.

She added that the Scottish gov-
ernment faced a “big challenge” in
its proposal to ban conversion prac-
tices. Cass said that while the practice
was “completely unacceptable”, leg-
islators should take care not to deter
clinicians from having “appropriate
exploratory conversations” or make
them “even more anxious potentially
about working in this area”.
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Chinese network thought to operate
one of world’s largest online scams’

Carmen Aguilar Garcia
Sarah Marsh
Philip McMahon

More than 800,000 people in Europe
and the USappear to have been duped
into sharing card details and other
sensitive personal data with a vast
network of fake online designer
shops apparently operated from
China.

An international investigation
by the Guardian, Die Zeit and Le
Monde gives arare inside look at the
mechanics of what the UK’s Char-
tered Trading Standards Institute
has described as one of the largest
scams of its kind, with 76,000 fake
websites created.

Data examined by reporters and
IT experts indicates the operation is
highly organised, technically savvy
- and still going on.

Operating on an huge scale, pro-
grammers have created tens of
thousands of fake web shops offer-
ing discounted goods from Dior,
Nike, Lacoste, Hugo Boss, Versace
and Prada, as well as many other pre-
mium brands.

Published in languages including
English, German, French, Spanish,
Swedish and Italian, the websites
appear to have been set up to lure
shoppers into parting with money
and sensitive personal data. How-
ever, the sites have no connection
to the brands they claim to sell, and
in most cases consumers who spoke
about their experience said they
received no items.

The first fake shopsin the network
appear to have been created in 2015.
More than 1m “orders” have been pro-
cessed in the past three years alone,
according to analysis of the data.

Not all payments were successfully
processed, but analysis suggests the
group may have attempted to take
as much as €50m (£43m) over the
period. Many shops have been aban-
doned, but a third of them - more
than 22,500 - are still live.

So far, an estimated 800,000
people, almost all in Europe
and America, have shared email
addresses, with 476,000 of them
having shared debit and credit card
details, including their three-digit
security number. All of them also
handed over names, phone numbers,
email and postal addresses.

Katherine Hart, alead officer at the
Chartered Trading Standards Insti-
tute, described the operation as “one
of thelargest online fake shops scams
that I have seen”. “Often these peo-
ple are part of serious and organised
crime groups so they are harvesting
data and may use it against people
later, making consumers more sus-
ceptible to phishing attempts.”

“Data is the new currency,” said
Jake Moore, a global cybersecurity
adviser at the software company
ESET. He said such personal data
collections could also be valuable to
foreign intelligence agencies for sur-
veillance purposes.
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at a higher rate than anywhere else
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Northern Europeans ordered products from the network
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A A German version of the kind of
fake premium brand storefront that
lured shoppers to reveal card details

Source: Security Research Labs. Note: Based on unique email addresses obtained by the 22,500 websites still live
in April 2023. Only countries with a population over half a million included

“The bigger picture is that one
must assume the Chinese govern-
ment may have potential access to
the data.”

The existence of the fake shops
network was revealed by Security
Research Labs (SR Labs), a German
cybersecurity consultancy, which
obtained several gigabytes of data
and shared it with Die Zeit.

A core group of developersappears
to have built a system to semi-auto-
matically create and launch websites,
allowing rapid deployment.

This core appears to have oper-
ated some shops themselves, but
to have allowed other groups to use
the system. The logs suggest at least
210 users have accessed the system
since 2015.

SR Labs consultant Matthias Marx
described the model as “franchise-
like”. “The core team is responsible
for developing software, deploying

A Michael Rouah, who runs Artoyz.
His full catalogue of designer toys
was copied by the scammers
PHOTOGRAPH: MAGALI DELPORTE/THE GUARDIAN

backends, and supporting the oper-
ation of the network. The franchisees
manage the day-to-day operations of
fraudulent shops.”

Afewweeksbefore Christmas, Mel-
anie Brown, 54, from Shropshire, was
looking for a new handbag. She put
the image of aleather item from one
of her favourite German designers,
Rundholz, into Google. Immediately
a website appeared offering the bag
at 50% off the usual £200 retail price.
She added it to her cart.

“It reeled me in,” she said. After
selecting the bag she spotted other
designer clothes from a high-end
brand she loves called Magnolia
Pearl. She found dresses, tops and
jeans, racking up a £1,200 bill on 15
items. “I was getting a lot for the
money, so I thought it was worth it,”
she said.

But Brown was being defrauded.
For nearly adecade, anetwork oper-
ating from Fujian province in China
used what appears to be a single
software platform to create tens of
thousands of fake online shops.

There are the big global brands
such as Paul Smith, haute cou-
ture houses such as Christian Dior,
but also more niche, much sought-
after names such as Rixo and Stella
McCartney, and high street retailers
such as Clarks shoes. Not just clothes
- there are fake stores selling quality
toys, such as Playmobil, and at least
one selling lighting.

About 49 people whosay they were
scammed have been interviewed

&

for this investigation. The Guard-
ian spoke to 19 from Britain and the
US. Their evidence suggests these
websites were not set up to trade
in counterfeit goods. Most peo-
ple received nothing in the mail. A
few did, but the items were not the
ones ordered.

A German shopper paid forablazer
and received cheap sunglasses. A
British customer received a bogus
Cartier ring instead of a shirt, and
another was sent anon-branded blue
jumperinstead of the Paul Smith one
they had paid for.

Strangely, many who tried toshop
never lost money. Either their bank
blocked the payment, or the fake
shop itself did not process it.

However, all of those interviewed
had one thing in common: they
handed over their private data.

Simon Miller, the director of policy
and communications for Stop Scams
UK, said: “Data can be more valua-
ble than sales. If you are hoovering
up someone’s card details that data
isinvaluable then forabank account
takeover.”

SR Labs, which works with corpo-
rations to protect their systems from
cyber-attacks, believes the scam is
operatingontwolevels. Firstly, credit
card harvesting, in which fake pay-
ment gateways collect credit card
data but do not take any money.
Secondly, fake selling, where the
criminals do take money.

There is evidence the network
took payments processed via PayPal,
Stripe and other payment services,
and in some cases directly from debit
or credit cards.

Thenetwork used expired domains
to host its fake shops, which experts
say can help to avoid detection by
websites or brand owners. It appears
to have a database of 2.7m of these
orphaned domains and runs tests to
check which ones are best to use.

Michael Rouah runs Artoyz, an
online store and shop in central Paris
selling handmade toys. His full cata-
logue of products was copied.

“They changed the name and used
another domain ... They stole the
images from our website and changed
the prices, putting them - of course -
much lower.”

He was alerted to the fraud by cus-
tomers. “We generally can’tdomuch
aboutit... We explored taking action
withalawyer, but it takes time and it
costs money.”

Action Fraud, Britain’s reporting
centre for cybercrime, said it would
seek to have the fake web shops
taken down.

Online scams are a growing prob-
lem. There were 77,000 cases of
purchase fraud - where goods are
paid for but never materialise - in
Britainin the first six months of 2023,
a 43% increase compared with the
same period in 2022.

Hester Abrams, the international
engagement manager at the indus-
try collaboration Stop Scams UK,
said: “Consumers will only be bet-
ter protected from criminal outfits
exploiting digital systems if busi-
nesses and governments make scam
prevention a genuine priority. Inves-
tigations like this show just how
much impact we could have against
scammers with a better coordinated
international effort.”

Additional reporting
Helen Davidson and Chi Hui Lin
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Swinney

takes over in
Scotland and
says: T1l stop
my heckling’

Libby Brooks
Scotland correspondent

The new Scottish National party
leader, John Swinney, will become
Scotland’s seventh first minister after
winning the backing of MSPs.

As is traditional, opposition lead-
ers stood against Swinney in the
vote, which he won - eight days
after Humza Yousaf dramatically
announced his departure - with the
backing of 64 SNP MSPs, while the
seven Scottish Greens abstained.

Accepting the nomination
Swinney spoke of how he had wres-
tled with the decision to stand for
the SNP leadership, which he won
unopposed on Monday. Hereminded
the chamber that his wife, Elizabeth
Quigley, had multiple sclerosis. “She

‘ National

isindefatigablein trying to make sure
that MS doesnot getinthe way of her
living life to the full, but much to her
frustration she does often havetorely
on her husband for support and assis-
tance.” Speaking directly to her as
she watched from the public gallery,
Swinney thanked her for her “sacri-
fices” that enabled him to serve the
country as first minister.

He also said he took responsibil-
ity for his own part in the growing
polarisation of the parliament - his
noisy cross-chamber heckles are well
known and he has been rebuked for
them on a number of occasions. He

promised the chamber that “that will
all stop -Ihave changed”, tolaughter.

A John Swinney, pictured yesterday
with his wife, Elizabeth Quigley,

is to be officially sworn in today
PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW MILLIGAN/PA

‘She is indefatigable,
but much to her
frustration, she

does often have to
rely on her husband’

John Swinney
On his wife, who has MS

Swinney, who was deputy first
minister in Nicola Sturgeon’s gov-
ernment, will be officially sworn
in at the court of session today. He
is expected to reshuffle his cabinet
soon after that, with Kate Forbes -
who narrowly lost to Yousaf in last
year’s leadership contest and agreed
to back Swinney after private talks -
likely to take a leading position.

In his pitch to MSPs, Swinney,
who must now govern from a minor-
ity position after Yousaf unilaterally
axed the governing partnership with
the Scottish Greens last week, struck
an emollient tone, noting the 25th
anniversary of the Scottish parlia-
ment and praising other parties for
their contribution over the years.

Opposition leaders pointed to
Swinney’s involvement in past
Scottish government failures; he pre-
viously served as leader from 2000
to 2004. The Scottish Tory leader,
Douglas Ross, accused the SNP of
“replacing one continuity candi-
date with another”, while Scottish
Labour’s Anas Sarwar called for an
early Holyrood election.

Yousaf, the outgoing first minister,
made an emotional final statement
in which he thanked MSPs for the
opportunity “to defy the far right,
bigots and racists” who had told him
to “go home” throughout his life. “I
have no other home than this one. I
never will, Inever have. My heart will
forever belong to Scotland.”

Five-month-old
who went into
cardiac arrest at
Legoland dies

Kevin Rawlinson

A baby who suffered a cardiac arrest
at Legoland Windsor Resort last week
has died, police said yesterday.

The five-month-old was seriously
injured on Thursday in what Thames
Valley police have called a “neglect
incident”. The child died in hospi-
tal on Sunday. A 27-year-old woman
from Essex was arrested on suspicion
of neglect shortly after the incident.

The investigating officer, DC Zoe
Eele, said: “We are working closely
with the team at Legoland Wind-
sor Resort but would like to speak
to anyone who may have informa-
tion about thisincident, specifically
anyone who was queueing for the
Coastguard HQ boat ride between
around 11.30am and 12.45pm.

“Get in touch either by calling
101 or via our website, quoting ref-
erence number INC-20240502-0977
[or] Crimestoppers by calling 0800
555 111 or via its website.”
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Green party iInquiry
into Gaza remarks
by Leeds councillor

Eleni Courea
Political correspondent

A Green party councillor at the centre
of an antisemitism row has apolo-
gised “for the upset caused” by his
remarks but hit back at “Islamopho-
bic” attacks against him.

The Green party has launched an
investigation into Mothin Ali, who
was elected to Leeds city council
last week, but has declined to sus-
pend him.

Ali, who is a prominent YouTube
and TikTok personality, has come
under fire for remarks he has made
in videos in recent months and dur-
ing his acceptance speech last week.

In his speech, recorded on his
TikTok channel, Ali stood in front
of a Palestinian flag and said “Allahu
Akbar” and “thisisawinforthe peo-
ple of Gaza.”

On the day of Hamas’s 7 October
attack on Israel, Ali said in remarks
on social mediathat Palestinians had
the right to “fight back”.

In a separate video published on
social media, he criticised a rabbi
who went into hiding after receiv-
ing online threats because he had
served with the Israel Defense Forces.

A Sian Berry resigned fm the
London assembly after only 3 days

Ali called Rabbi Zecharia Deutsch a
“creep” and a “kind of animal”.

In a statement published by the
Green party branchin Leeds after the
remarks sparked a backlash, Alisaid
he was “sorry for any upset my com-
ments caused about the Gaza conflict.
That was not my intention.”

Ali hit back at criticism of his
use of the words “Allahu Akbar”
in his acceptance speech in the
Leeds city council elections last
week, suggesting the attacks were
Islamophobic.

“It is not unusual for somebody
of my faith to use the words ‘Allahu
Akbar’ as an expression of gratitude
and celebration. Some have sought
to misrepresent this and it suggests
Islamophobia to me,” Ali said.

The Green party said it was inves-
tigating the context of Ali’s remarks
and declined to comment.

Separately Sian Berry, a former co-
leader of the Green party, announced
she was standing down from the Lon-
don assemblyjust three days aftershe
was elected.

Berry’s decision toexitthe assem-
bly makes way for Zoé Garbett, who
was the Green party’s unsuccessful
candidate in the London mayoral
contest, to take her place.

The move sparked criticism from
Labour figures, who said Berry should
not have stood for the London assem-
bly if she was going to immediately
relinquish the seat.

Berry is the Greens’ parliamen-
tary candidate in Brighton Pavilion,
the seat currently held by the par-
ty’s only MP, Caroline Lucas, who is
standing down at the next election.
She has come under fire from Labour
for standingin London and Brighton
simultaneously.

Delays across
UK airports
after technical
fault at e-gates

Nadeem Badshah

Passengers were experiencing delays
at anumber of UK airports last night
due to a nationwide “technical out-
age” with UK Border Force e-gates.
Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted,
Edinburgh, Birmingham and
Manchester airports all confirmed
issues with passengers being
processed through the border.
Footage posted on social media
showed large queues of passengers
waiting at passport control.
Manchester airport said a dedi-
cated team and customer services
staff were supporting passengers

while UK Border Force fixes the
issue. The hub wrote on X: “UK Bor-
der Forceis experiencing nationwide
issues affecting e-gates at a number
of airports, including Manchester.

“Our teams are supporting UK
Border Force staff to minimise dis-
ruption to passengers while they fix
the problem.

“We apologise for any inconven-
ience caused during this time and
thank you for your patience and
understanding.”

Passengers are already facing dis-
rupted journeys to and from airports
duetoindustrial action affecting train
services across this week.

One person affected wrote on X:
“Long queues at Heathrow airport
where passengers are being held at
arrivals for a system failure. Been
herealready one hourand the queue
is only getting bigger. No communi-
cation given toanyone on whatisthe
timeframe to sort this out.”

Another person posted video
footage and wrote on X: “No e-gates
working. Thisis the current queuein
Gatwick airport with lots of children
and no water.”
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Cloud guitar
could sell
for £480,000

.5" i Egat

Prince’s yellow

Nadia Khomami
Arts and culture correspondent

One of theiconic guitars Prince used
on stage at the height of his stardom
in the 80s and 90s will be auctioned
this month.

The yellow Cloud 3 guitar, which
Prince wielded during toursincluding
Purple Rain, Parade, Sign o’ the
Times, Lovesexy, and Diamonds and
Pearls has a sale estimate of between
$400,000 (£320,000) and $600,000
- and could beat the price record for
a Prince guitar. The top priced guitar
belonging to the seven-time Grammy
award winner sofaris the teal Cloud,
which sold for $700,000 in 2017.

.....

nearly 20 years ago for £4,200 by
Christie’s. It was significantly down-
priced from its original listing of
£59,000becauseit had notatthe time
been verified as one of the original
Cloudsthat Prince played at the peak
of his fame.

Now the auction house Julien’s has
verified the guitar’s provenance by
conductinga CT scan and interview-
ing Dave Rusan, the luthier behind its
creation. It remains fully playable and
carries a certificate of authenticity.

“Julien’s Auctions has laid the
groundwork for the return of
Prince’s Cloud 3 guitar, exemplified
by our longstanding commitment
to honouring his legacy,” said David
Goodman, the auction house’s CEO.

“Our company proudly stands by
our proven track record in sourcing
and presenting instruments of
unparalleled historical significance,
and Prince’s Cloud 3 now joins this
esteemed category.”

He added: “With this guitar and
our other exceptional offerings,
Julien’s has curated a spectacular col-
lection of the greatest stage-played

The yellnw Cloud 3 a lasl |

Prince with the
Cloud 3. It sold
for just £4,200
20 years ago, but
evidence that it
was played at
the height of

his fame will
add to its value

PHOTOGRAPH:
MIRRORPIX/GETTY

guitars and historical music artefacts
that truly represent a pantheon of
music royalty.”

The Cloud 3 is being sold along-
side other marquee axes from some
of rock’s greatest artists. They
include John Lennon’s recently
found Framus 12-string Hootenanny
acoustic guitarand Randy Bachman’s
collection of more than 200 of his
most coveted guitars.

Also on the podium will be Bob
Dylan and Robbie Robertson’s 1965
Fender Telecaster guitar, Bono’s
2005 Gretsch Irish Falcon, Sex Pistol
guitarist Steve Jones’s 1974 Gibson
Les Paul, Heart star Nancy Wilson’s
1984 Duncan Quattro electric guitar,
and Jerry Garcia of the Grateful Dead’s
1975 Travis Bean electric guitar.

Prince’s Cloud 3 will join the
previously announced exhibition
tour of the auction at the Musicians
Hall of Fame and Museum in
Nashville from 15 May to 18 May.

The exhibition will then relo-
cate to New York for a week from 22
May before the auction at the Hard
Rock Cafein Times Square on 29 and
30 May.
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Met Gala2024

Dresses made of sand,
corsets and power poses
featured at fashion’s
biggest night out on
Monday. The theme for this
year's fundraiser for the
Metropolitan Museum'’s
Costume Institute was JG
Ballard's 1962 short story
The Garden of Time, which
meant plenty of references
todecay, lots of floralsand
more than one look that
seemed to have nothing to
dowith anything.

Cardi B stops traffic on the steps
with a dramatic couture gown by
the Chinese designer Windowsen
DIA DIPASUPIL/GETTY IMAGES

Evewitness

. & v oz
. i'l-r.
[

Delevingne in
a bejewelled
chainmail
hoodie crop
top by Stella
McCartney

KRISTIN CALLAHAN/
REX/SHUTTERSTOCK

Gwendoline
Christie
looks ready
to take the
iron thronein
John Galliano
for Maison
Margiela

DAVID FISHER/REX/
SHUTTERSTOCK

Erykah
Badu fully
commits to the
floral theme
in Comme des
Garcons

DIA DIPASUPIL/
GETTY IMAGES




Barry Keoghan in Burberry at Zendaya in a 1996 Givenchy
the Met Gala, which benefits the by John Galliano gown, with
Costume Institute’s exhibition headpiece by Philip Treacy for
Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening Alexander McQueen 2007
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Donatella Versace is flanked by Mindy Kaling takes a more
present and past Ripleys Andrew geological interpretation of the
Scott and Jude Law at the Met Gala theme in a gown by Gaurav Gupta

JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY IMAGES JOHN SHEARER/WIREIMAGE
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Enjoy Daily
Exercise

Improve your fitness and
burn more calories while
you enjoy the beautiful
countryside. Walking with
the Veloped Sport is a
fun and easy way to exer-
cise that everyone can
take part in, regardless of
age or physical ability.

The Veloped

- a Truly Off-Road Capable Walking Aid
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Comfort and
Practicality

With the Veloped Tour
you will enjoy daily com-
fort and practicality while
getting fresh air and
healthy exercise at the
same time. It is very well
suited for taking a stroll in
the park, for going shop-
piNg and for sight-seeing.

Keep Visiting
the Forest

The Veloped Jakt will be
your trustworthy com-
panion on your hunting
trip. With its off-road
capacity and climbing
wheel, you can easily
overcome roots, gravel,
rock and dirt on your way
to the hunting ground.

@] Callus on 0330 818 2145 for personal
service, or visit trionic.uk/weekend to
learn more and order your free catalogue.

Get back in
the Game

Do yourself a favour by
walking the golf course
Instead of riding an elec-
tric golf cart. With the
Veloped Golf you'll last
the distance playing

18 holes, whilst getting
plenty of healthy exercise
at the same time.

Ideal for
Exploring

With its versatile seat bag
and backpack, the Vel-
oped Trek is your perfect
companion for hiking,
camping, and travelling.
't offers a multitude of
options to carry all your
gear when you are head-
INg out on adventures.

0330 818 2145 . www.trionic.uk/weekend
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‘Climate catastrophe’
Southern Brazil
devastated by floods
Page 27

Mushroom poisoning
Not guilty plea over
Victoria deaths
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correctness of our course”
Putin sworn in for fifth term

Andrew Roth

Vladimir Putin hasbeen swornin for
his fifth term as leaderin a ceremony
attended by Russia’s political elite but
boycotted by the UK, US and most
European envoys.

The ceremony, which begins a
presidential term that could end
with Putin having been in power for
30 years, was marked by a bellicose
speech trumpeting Russia’s national
interests as he wages war in Ukraine
and clashes with the west.

In his speech, Putin sought to
claim a mandate for a foreign policy
that has caused the deaths of tens of
thousands of Russians and Ukraini-
ans after two years of war as tensions
reached “unprecedented” levels.

“You, citizens of Russia, have
confirmed the correctness of the
country’s course,” he said during a
speech in the St Andrew Hall in the
Grand Kremlin Palace. “This is of
great importance right now, when
we are facing serious challenges. I

see in this a deep understanding of
our common historical goals, a deter-
mination to steadfastly defend our
choice, our values, freedom and Rus-
sia’s national interests.”

While theinauguration will change
little in Russia after an uncompetitive
election decried by Putin’s opponents
as neither free nor fair, it may lead to
a government shake-up and a period
of belt-tightening as Putin is forced
to take unpopular decisions such as
raising taxes to offset the costs of the
war and western sanctions.

The Russian prime minister,
Mikhail Mishustin, signed an order
yesterday that dissolved the cabi-
net. Putin’s cabinet will continue in
an acting capacity until new candi-
dates are chosen.

The Kremlin played down the
boycott of the event by western
diplomats, pointing to a handful of
European countries that sent rep-
resentatives. Envoys from France,
Hungary, Slovakia, Greece, Malta
and Cyprus attended the inaugu-
ration. Several western countries
recalled theirambassadors before the

event. The US Ambassador to Mos-
cow, Lynne Tracy, was not in Russia
on the day of the inauguration, the
Kremlin said. Berlin announced on
Monday it had alsorecalled its ambas-
sador for a week of consultations in
Berlin because of an alleged Russian
cyber-attack against Germany’s rul-
ing Social Democratic party.

A Steven Seagal was at the event;
many western envoys were not

A Putin arrives at the Kremlin
for the inauguration ceremony.
He has led Russia for 24 years
PHOTOGRAPH: SERGEI BOBYLEV/AP

Putin’s opponents used the day
to think of the victims of his rule
and Russia’s trajectory deeper into
authoritarianism.

“War, political assassinations,
impoverishment of Russians,” wrote
Yulia Navalnaya, the wife of the late
opposition leader who died ina penal
colony earlier this year under murky
circumstances. “Thereis no prosper-
ity for Russia, there is no peace and
freedom for our citizens.”

The Estonian foreign minister,
Margus Tsahkna, wrote on X: “We
do not celebrate with aggressor. It’s
also worth reminding that Putin is
wanted for war crimes.”

Putinisthe Kremlin’s longest-serv-
ing leader since Joseph Stalin and
may surpass his 31 yearsif heremains
in power after 2030.

In a blessing held in a church, the
Russian Patriarch Kirill compared
Putin to the legendary medieval
prince Alexander Nevsky, saying that
he “did not spare his enemies, but he
became famous as a saint™.

Putin, in his speech, denied that
Russia was isolated, saying that the
“world’s majority ... view Russiaasa
reliable and honest partner”.

Speaking of the west, he said: “The
choiceis up to them: they can either
keep trying to contain Russia and
continue the policy of aggression and
years-long pressure on our country,
or they can start looking fora path to
cooperation and peace.”

X1 hits out at
Nato ahead
of visit to
Belgrade

Lisa O’Carroll
Brussels

Chinese flags adorned highways in
Serbia yesterday as Belgrade pre-
pared to welcome Xi Jinping, who
ended the first leg of his European
tour with a visit to the French Pyre-
nees with Emmanuel Macron.

Xi prepared for his arrival in
Belgrade last night by hitting out
at Nato for its 1999 bombing of the
Chinese embassy in the Serbian capi-
talin which three Chinese journalists
were killed.

Inanarticle forthe Serbian website
Politika, Xi wrote: “Twenty-five
years ago, Nato flagrantly bombed
the Chinese embassy in the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia, killing three
Chinese journalists. We must never
forget this.”

While the European Commission
president, Ursula von der Leyen,
restated the EU’sreadiness toimpose
tariffs on cheap Chinese imports
including electric cars after her talks
with China’s president on Monday, Xi
canexpect full supportin Belgrade as
well as in Budapest when he travels
there later this week.

During his visit with Macron, Xi
said he would welcome more high-
level talks on trade frictions but
denied there was a Chinese “over-
capacity problem”, casting doubt
on how much progress could be
achieved on trade.

After watching traditional dancers
perform, Macron gave Xi a woollen
blanket made in the Pyrenees, a Tour
de Francejersey and armagnac from
the nearby south-western region.

French brandy is at risk of being
hit by Chinese trade sanctions after
Beijing opened an anti-dumping
investigation into European brandy,
seen asretaliation for the EU’s inquir-
iesinto China’s subsidies for electric
cars, solar panels, wind turbines and
medical devices.

French and Chinese companies
concluded agreements on Monday
inareasincluding energy, finance and
transport, but most were renewed
commitments to work together and
there were no significant deals made.

A Emmanuel Macron and Xi Jinping
with their wives in the Pyrenees
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Locked out How racism in Europe is

hurting minorities’ access to housing

Ashifa Kassam European
community affairs correspondent

he apartment had

everything that

Hamado Dipama

was looking for: one

bedroom, a bath and

a good location in the
southern German city of Augsburg.
When he called to set up a viewing,
however, the landlord kept asking
him where he was from.

“It was really bizarre,” said
Dipama. “I told him thatIdidn’t
know what that had to do with his
rental. And he hung up on me.”

Dipama, originally from Burkina
Faso, swiftly realised he had
overlooked a stipulation listed
plainly in the 2019 newspaper
advert: “Germans only.”

It was a glimpse of the kind of
discrimination minorities across
Europe have long faced in the
housing market. In recent years,
as cities grapple with a shortage of
decent, affordable accommodation,
campaigners have warned that
the housing crisis is having a
disproportionate impact on people
of colour and other minorities.

For these communities, “it’s a
dual crisis”, said Magda Boulabiza,
of the European Network Against
Racism. “Discrimination means
racialised minorities are less
able to access housing. And
then this intersects with income
inequalities.”

A 2017 EU-wide survey of
25,500 people with an immigrant
or ethnic minority background
found nearly a quarter said that in
the previous five years they had
faced discrimination over housing
- from being denied the chance to
view flats to rejections after they
revealed their background.

Boulabiza described racism
as a “tentacular octopus” that
also left minorities more likely
to have precarious or underpaid
employment and face segregation
when it came to educational
opportunities. She said: “In a
neoliberal market where housing
has been made into this commodity
that we can put at any price we
want, this results in them not being
able to match the prices that are
asked for. And when they can, to be
racially discriminated against.”

In France, an experiment carried
out by researchers in 2016 found
that a fictional profile with a north
African-sounding name received
27% fewer responses to housing
inquiries, while another with a sub-
Saharan name received 32% fewer.

The same exercise in Spain
yielded similar findings, while
a 2020 survey carried out
by Germany’s federal anti-
discrimination agency found
that housing discrimination had
affected a third of people with a
migrant background. “Often, a
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foreign-sounding name is enough
to not be invited to a flat viewing,”
said Bernhard Franke, the then
acting head of the agency. “Even
openly racist flat advertisements
are still part of everyday life.”

In France, the response rate
remained lower for the north
African applicant than for one with
a traditionally French name - even
when the former cited their work
as a civil servant and the latter
made no mention of employment.
Yannick L’Horty, an economics
professor at the Universite
Gustave Eiffel, commented: “So
this phenomenon is therefore not
linked to a person’s ability to pay,
but an aversion to their origin.”
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This discrimination can also
leave others, particularly Sinti,
Roma and Travellers, at greater
risk of ending up in substandard
housing, while asylum seekers
have increasingly struggled with
homelessness in countries such as
Ireland and Belgium.

Yet in many European countries
politicians seek to blame migrants
for the shortage of accommodation.
[’Horty pointed to the leader of
France’s far-right National Rally
party: “For Marine Le Pen, these are
always the guilty ones. But when
you look at discrimination, you can
see that they are really the victim
when it comes to getting a job or an
apartment.”
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In the Netherlands, researchers
found people with Moroccan or
Turkish last names were less likely
to be invited to view rental homes,
said Hanneke Felten, a researcher
with Movisie, a nonprofit research
centre in the country. Buyers were
less affected than renters, she said.

As housing prices soar across
the Netherlands, “the idea has also
been pushed that migration is the
cause of the housing crisis”, Felten
said. Despite being untrue, the
perception from experts is that this
could have helped Geert Wilders
and his far-right PVV party emerge
as the most voted-for party in last
year’s elections, she said.

The result was what Felten called
a “double punishment”, with the
housing crisis often forcing people
of colour to work harder to secure
increasingly scarce housing while
also wrestling with the increasing
normalisation of far-right, anti-
immigrant parties and their views.

Boulabiza linked the recent gains
of the far right to the continent’s
failure to fully confront its past.

‘The problem is still
there. But now people

do it more subtly. So
the fight continues’

Hamado Dipama
Anti-racism adviser

“This lack of reckoning with
colonial and racist history, I think,
has enabled the far right to fester in
this wound.”

The consequences could be far-
reaching, said Mikel Mazkiaran, of
SOS Racismo Gipuzkoa in Spain.
He pointed to family reunification
requirements for migrants,
including refugees, in Spain. “Once
someone has a certain level of
stability and an income, they want
to bring their family to join them,”
he said. “But Spanish immigration
law requires them to have housing,
though it can be rented.”

In many countries, challenging
discrimination means a costly
lawsuit. When it came to the
“Germans only” advert, Dipama
said: “I knew a legal action would
be difficult. But if we turn a blind
eye to it, we won’t solve the
problem.”

In 2019, after an eight-month
legal battle, a Bavarian court
ordered the landlord to pay Dipama
€1,000 (£850); he could be fined
up to €250,000 or jailed for up
to six months if he were to post
discriminatory advertising again.

Dipama today works as an anti-
racism adviser. While it felt as if
he had obtained justice, he said:
“The problem is still there. But
the difference is that people do it
more subtly, they camouflage their
intentions. So the fight continues.”
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Death toll
hits 90 in
southern
Brazil's
WOTST
climate
disaster

Tom Phillips
Rio de Janeiro

The death toll from what authorities
are calling the worst climate disas-
ter ever to strike southern Brazil
has risen to 90, after ferocious rain
flooded huge stretches of Rio Grande
do Sul state, displacing more than
155,000 people.

Photographs of Porto Alegre
airport - one of Brazil’s busiest -
showed a cargo plane parked in an
expanse of water next to a pair of
semi-submerged boarding stairs.

At least 361 people have been
injured and 131are missingasaresult
of what state governor Eduardo Leite
called Rio Grande do Sul’s “biggest
ever climate catastrophe”. More than
48,000 people are living in dozens
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of shelters. “The stateisfacinga war-
like situation,” Leite told reporterson
Sunday as the president, Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, flew to the region to
oversee rescue efforts. “This is one
of those events that will go down
in history,” added Leite, who has
declared a state of emergency in 397
of his state’s 497 towns and cities.
One of the worst-affected citiesis
the state capital, Porto Alegre, which

151

The number of people still missing
after huge stretches of the state
of Rio Grande do Sul were flooded
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sitsalong the Guaibariver. The water-
way hit a record level of 5.33 meters
on Sunday morning - even higher
than during the 1941 floods when it
rained for more than 20 days straight.

“Porto Alegre has been devas-
tated, leaving virtually the whole
city without its supply of water,
electricity and food,” the newspa-
per O Globo reported yesterday,
describing “a situation of unprece-
dented sorrow” in the flooded city
of 1.4 million inhabitants.

Local journalist Rodrigo Lopes
posted avideoin which he appeared
paddling through usually bustling
streets in a canoe, past a flooded
shopping centre and bank. “The
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silenceisastonishinginaregion that
isnormally packed with people...and
all we can hear is the sound of our
boat’s oar,” Lopes said as his vessel
moved through the coffee-coloured
waters. “The heart of Porto Alegre is
wounded,” he wrote.

Four major highways that con-
nect the capital with the rest of the
state have been completely blocked
while the stadiums of the region’s
two biggest football teams, Gremio
and Internacional, have also found
themselves underwater.

“Donotgooutontheroads...only
if it is absolutely necessary ... The
whole of Rio Grande do Sulischaos,”
the state transport secretary, Juvir
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Costella, told the local broadcaster
Radio Gaucha.

Across Rio Grande do Sul an
estimated 1.3 million people have
been affected by the disaster caused
by a week of intense rain, according
to local authorities.

A local photographer who visited
the Vale do Taquari, a badly hit
municipality about 60 miles from
the capital, described catastrophic
scenes of destruction. “The houses
looked like toys that a child had
pulled apart,” Jefferson Botega told
the local newspaper Zero Hora.

Speaking on Sunday, governor
Leite said it was not the time to look
for culprits or politicise the crisis
and called for a Marshall Plan-style
reconstruction package to deal with
what he described asa “postwar” sit-
uation. But there are questions over
Porto Alegre’s lack of readiness for
the flooding and mounting anger over
the human toll the rains have taken.

“Porto Alegre did not invest a
single penny in flood prevention in
2023,” Zero Hora announced on its
front page yesterday.

However, Erika Hilton, a prom-
inent leftwing politician, said it
was obvious that such investments
“would nothave avoided the tragedy
in Porto Alegre - this is an unprece-
dented climatic event”.

But government inaction had
made things worse, she wrote on
social media. “[And] this has reper-
cussions. The catastrophe was
inevitable but had these invest-
ments been made then perhaps
fewer people would have lost their
belongings, their homes, their lives.
And we need to talk about this.”

Yesterday afternoon there was
little indication that Rio Grande do
Sul’s moment of misery was near
its end. Authorities warned that the
floodwater that has overwhelmed
the state capital would soon begin
moving elsewhere, swamping sur-
roundingareas from which residents
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