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DC TO FACE ROYALS
IN MUST-WIN 
MATCH

�INDIA ON WAY TO REGAIN
ITS PAST GLORY�

E-RUPEE HAS 
TRANSFORMATIVE 
POTENTIAL

P8 P12

DONALD TRUMP TO
RETURN TO NEW
YORK COURTROOM 

P9 P10

WEATHER

THUMBNAILS

Cloudy sky. Rain/Thundershower with
gusty surface wind (speed 40-50 kmph)
very likely. Maximum & Minimum
Temperature most likely be around 34°C
& 27°C respectively. 

RAINFALL: 0.0 mm
RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
Max. 81% Min. 66%
TEMPERATURE
Max: 35.4°C (-0.3)      Min: 29.8°C (+3.0)
SUN RISES SUN SETS
05:11 hrs 18:00 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
03:27 hrs 16:19 hrs
Full Moon on 08 May

A peacock sits under a tree during a hot
afternoon, in New Delhi on Monday. �ANI

ICC terror threat: With less than a month

to go for the ICC T20 World Cup, the

showpiece event has hit a block with

reports of terror attacks threatening to

hamper it. The reports gained momen-

tum after Trinidad & Tobago Prime Minis-

ter Dr Keith Rowley confirmed that secu-

rity agencies in the West Indies were

monitoring a possible terror threat to

the event. (P12)
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T
he incident of
Sandeshkhali was a blue-
print prepared by the BJP
to win the polls in West

Bengal, alleged chief minister
Mamata Banerjee at Birbhum
today, a day before the third
phase of election in the state.

Speaking at an election rally
in favour of Birbhum TMC can-
didate Shatabdi Roy, the TMC chief
said that one day the truth will be
definitely exposed, but can the BJP
return the amount of social loss-

es these women have suffered since
the past few months.

The truth will be exposed,
pointing at the viral audio and
video of Sandeshkhali a few days
ago, she said.

“They had planned to defame
the sisters and mothers of
Sandeshkhali. For them money
has never been a big factor but
the real factor for them has always
been social respect,” the chief min-
ister added.

Pointing fingers at both the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Union home minister Amit Shah,
she asked what will be the future

of those 26,000 teachers. “Naren-
dra Modi and Amit Shah are
brothers in arms. Tell me why you
don’t say anything about the Vya-
pam scandal, which had occurred
in your BJP-ruled state of Mad-
hya Pradesh. Many persons who
were related to that Vyapam scam
have been murdered,” the TMC
chief said.

She has urged the voters not
to vote for the BJP in this Lok Sabha
polls otherwise they will imple-
ment CAA, NRC and uniform
civil code in the country.

“As long as I am the chief min-
ister of the state, I will not allow
the Centre to implement CAA, NRC
or uniform civil code in the coun-
try. I will give my life but will never
surrender before the BJP,” Miss
Mamata Banerjee said.

Since the last three years the
funds of 100 days’ NREGA have
been stopped by the Centre, but
her government has brought a
Karmashree scheme to provide
jobs for at least 50 days, the CM
said. At her election rally in Dur-
gapur the chief minister reiterated
that the BJP will not cross 200-mark
in the Lok Sabha polls.

Few days ago, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi stated in an elec-
tion campaign in Bengal that Tri-
namul Congress will get 15 seats
and the Congress 50 seats in the
Lok Sabha polls.

Sandeshkhali agitation
was BJP�s ploy to win: CM
She has urged the voters not to vote for the BJP in this Lok Sabha polls

Indian Coast Guard intercepts
Iranian fishing vessel
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The Enforcement Directorate
on Monday seized unac-
counted cash worth Rs 25
crore following raids at mul-
tiple locations in Jharkhand's
capital Ranchi in connection
with a money laundering
case.

The probe agency report-
edly recovered a huge amount
of cash from the residence of
the house help of Sanjiv Lal,
the secretary to Jharkhand
Rural Development Minis-
ter Alamgir Alam.

The raids, conducted under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), tar-
geted approximately half a
dozen locations linked to
Virendra Ram, the former
chief engineer at the Jharkhand
Rural Development Depart-
ment, and his inner circle. 

Ram was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in February 2023 in connec-
tion with the money laun-
dering case.  

The probe agency is con-
ducting simultaneous raids at
nine locations, including Sail
city in Ranchi.

Video footage of the raid
showed a mountain of cur-
rency notes scattered across
a room purportedly belong-
ing to the domestic aide of Lal.

Alam (70) is a Congress
leader and represents the
Pakur seat in the Jharkhand
assembly. Responding to the
raids, he said it would not be
right to comment since the
probe agency is still investi-
gating the case. 

"Sanjiv Lal is a govern-

ment employee. He is my
personal secretary. Sanjiv Lal
has already been a personal
secretary of two former min-
isters. There are several gov-
ernment employees and we
usually appoint personal sec-
retaries based on experience.
It is not right to comment on
the raids before the ED inves-
tigation is completed," he
said, as quoted by news agency
ANI. 

Jharkhand Congress leader
Ghulam Ahmad Mir said, "We
are waiting for the ED to give
an official statement. They
(from whom the money has

been recovered) are all gov-
ernment employees, who
have served in the previous
governments as well. Before
any connection is established,
I don't think the PM should
go to this low."

"Corruption is not ending
in Jharkhand. This money
during elections indicates
that there is a plan to spend
this money in the elections.
The Election Commission
should take action on this,"
said Jharkhand BJP spokesper-
son Pratul Shahdev.

BJP leader Amar Kumar
Bauri accused the ruling Con-
gress-JMM-RJD government
of turning Jharkhand into
“Lootkhand”.

“The most corrupt gov-
ernment in history: Congress-
JMM-RJD government togeth-
er turned Jharkhand into
'Lootkhand'! 25 crore cash has
been found from the house
of the servant of Minister
Alamgir Alam’s PA, counting
is still going on…,” the Leader
of Opposition in Jharkhand
assembly said in a post on 'X'.

ED raids J�khand minister's PA, recovers
`25 crore from house help's home
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In a swift sea-air coordinat-
ed operation, the Indian
Coast Guard (ICG) success-
fully intercepted and detained
an Iranian fishing vessel off
the Kerala coast, west of
Beypore. The boat has been
brought to Kochi, Kerala for
further investigations.

''The detention of a for-
eign fishing boat by the ICG,
with (six)  Indian crew
onboard, once again high-
lights the complexities of
maritime security and the
challenges being faced by any
maritime law enforcement

agency in preventing illegal
activities at sea. 

This incident underscores
the ICG’s ongoing efforts to
safeguard India's maritime
borders and maintain law and
order in maritime zones of
India,'' the ICG said in a
press release.

During the operation, the
boat was thoroughly checked
by the ICG team to verify
whether it was involved in any
anti-national activity.

Investigations revealed
that the boat is owned by an
Iranian sponsor named Syed
Saud Ansari,  who had
employed six Indian fisher-
men (from Kanyakumari
region in Tamil Nadu) by
issuing them Iranian Visas for
fishing off Iran Coast in his
boat. The crew alleged that
the sponsor had been ill-treat-
ing them and not providing
them with even basic living
conditions. Further, they
also alleged that the spon-
sor confiscated their pass-
ports. The crew subsequently
decided to escape from Iran
to India using the same boat.

PM attacks Patnaik govt for Odisha�s poverty
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 6 MAY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday launched a scathing
attack on the 24-year-old BJD
Government in Odisha, accus-
ing it of presiding over pover-
ty despite the state’s abundance
of resources.

Addressing election meet-
ings at Berhampur and
Nabarangpur parliamentary
constituencies, the PM pre-
dicted the imminent downfall
of the Naveen Patnaik  led
BJD government saying it will
pay a price for its ‘sin’.

Simultaneous elections are
being held in the state, ( both
assembly and parliament, and
the BJDs’ tenure will expire on
4 June. On 10 June, a home
grown Odia speaking, BJP
chief minister will be sworn-
in for the first time at
Bhubaneswar, declared the
PM. The implicit jibe at ‘out-
siders’ and non-Odia speak-
ing persons running the state

was clear when he asked SGP
staff to collect paintings and
art work held by youth and stu-
dents in the crowd.

“I will write reply letters to
you in Odia , unlike your Chief
Minister”, he quipped.

A local Odia speaking leader
can connect, interact with
you, understanding your prob-
lems and resolve them. An
outsider cannot, he said.

“There will be a double
engine government in Odisha
for the first time. Odisha BJP
unit has chalked out a vision-
ary manifesto for the State’s all
round development touch-
ing all sections of people right
from women, farmers, youth
to elders”, he said.

BHUBANESWAR, 6 MAY

"For long they ( BJP) have been
day dreaming", was the suc-
cinct reaction of CM Naveen
Patnaik to PM Modi’s asser-
tion that the BJP will form the
government in Odisha.

The response of the CM
was circulated by way of a
video clip shot inside a hel-
icopter today when Patnaik
was hopping from one cam-
paign meeting to another.

His second in command
Kartik Pandian was dismis-
sive of the BJP’s claim and said
on 9 June between 11 to 1.30
pm, Naveen Patnaik will be
sworn in as CM for a record
sixth term. The manifesto of
the BJP is regressive, if imple-
mented, it will take Odisha
back by 20 years, remarked
Pandian. SNS

�Daydreaming
about forming
govt in Odisha�

DURGAPUR, 6 MAY

During his campaign for BJP
candidate Dilip Ghosh in Dur-
gapur, Union home minister
Amit Shah stressed on minority
appeasement and infiltrations in
the state but did not mention any-
thing on Sandeshkhali sting
operation though he named
Sheikh Sahajahan at Tilak Maid-
an here today.

Shah also spoke about Modi
government's triumph in abro-
gating Article 370 from Kashmir,
the steel plant’s expansion, alleged
extortion by the trade union
leaders here, CAA, minority
appeasement, Sheikh Shahja-
han and Sandeshkhali.

Shah asked the steel workers
to elect his party candidate Dilip
Ghosh saying: "I heard you suf-
fer the brunt of TMC's extortion.
Just elect Dilip, he'll stop all
these, I promise."  Shah also
held a road show, traversed
through the streets of Krishna-
gar for BJP candidate Amrita
Roy, the scion of the Krishnagar
Royal family. SNS

Amit Shah talks of
infiltration, minority
appeasement 
in Durgapur
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The stage is set for voting
in the third phase of the 18th
Lok  Sabha election on
Tuesday in 93 constituen-
cies spread over 11 states
and Union territories.

The voting is sched-
uled to commence at 7
am in all the polling sta-
tions amid tight security to
avert any untoward inci-
dent, and culminate at 6
pm.

Of the 93 Lok Sabha
seats going to polls in the
third phase, 25 are from
Gujarat, 14 from Karnata-
ka, 11 from Maharashtra, 10
from Uttar Pradesh, nine
from Madhya Pradesh,
seven from Chhattisgarh,
five from Bihar, four each
from West  Bengal  and
Assam, two each from Goa,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and
Daman and Diu.

More than 1,300 candi-

dates are in the fray whose
fates would be decided by
the voters.  

Prominent among the
candidates from the BJP
are Union ministers--Amit
Shah and Jyotiraditya
Scindia and former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chauhan, while

from Congress is former
Madhya Pradesh CM Digvi-
jaya Singh.

Shah is BJP’s nominee
from Gandhinagar (Gujarat)
seat, Scindia from Guna
(Madhya Pradesh),
Chouhan from Vidisha seat
and Singh from Rajgarh
seat.

Stage set for 3rd phase of LS election
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T
he fate of 57 candi-
dates, including that
of the CPI(M) Polit-
buro member and

Secretary in West Bengal
Mohd Salim, will be sealed on
Tuesday in the third phase of
elections in four Lok Sabha
constituencies.

The four constituencies
that will be going for polls on
Tuesday include Maldaha-
Uttar, Maldaha-Dakshin both
in Malda District and Mur-
shidabad and Jangipur in
Murshidabad district.A total
of 36,18,925 voters, including
17,85,791 women will exercise
their franchise in two parlia-
mentary constituencies –
Maldah (Uttar) and Maldah
(Dakshin) tomorrow when
the third phase of polling will
be conducted across the coun-

try tomorrow.
In Maldah (Uttar), a total

of 18,48,918 voters, including
9,08,854 female voters will
exercise their democratic
rights. On the other hand,
17,70,007 electors, including
87,6,937 women will elect
their Member of Parliament
from Maldah (Dakshin).
Notably, two Assembly seg-
ments Farakka and Samser-
ganj in Murshidabad district
are under Maldah (Dakshin)
Lok Sabha seat.

In Malda district a total of
144 companies of Central
Forces have been engaged
for conducting a free and fair
polling in polling stations.
The state police forces have
been engaged in elections by
setting up 30 police booth
across the district to maintain
law and order.

A total of 8,190 polling
personnel for Maldah (Uttar)

and 5,768 polling personnel
for Maldah (Dakshin) have
been engaged in the general
election. Women polling per-

sonnel will run a total of 60
polling booths in Malda dis-
trict.

It may be noted that the two

LS seats were under the con-
trol of the Congress. In 2019,
the BJP candidate Khagen
Murmu, a former CPM leader,

was elected from the Maldah
(Uttar) LS seat by defeating
both the Congress and Tri-
namul Congress candidates.

Significantly, the TMC can-
didate Mousam Noor, was in
second position. Ms Noor
was elected as an MP from this
seat in 2009 and 2014 on
Congress ticket.

As a result Trinamul Con-
gress, under the leadership of
chief minister Mamata Baner-
jee is trying hard to win a Lok
Sabha seat from Malda dis-
trict in 2024 by fielding a for-
mer IPS officer Prasun Baner-
jee from Malda (Uttar) and
Sehnaj Ali Rehan from Mal-
dah (Dakshin).

Notably, TMC had bagged
several Assembly seats from
Malda, which was tradition-
ally a Congress dominated belt,
unexpectedly in 2021.

During election cam-
paigning in Malda district,
TMC chairperson Mamata
Banerjee expressed her hap-
piness over the remarkable
results in 2021, disclosed that

her disappointment having
failed to win at least one LS
seat from Malda district and
then earnestly requested the
Malda people to elect her
candidate in 2024.

In both the LS seats, there
is a triangular fight among the
candidates belonging to the
BJP, Congress and Trinamul
Congress. Interestingly, the BJP
candidates in both the seats
are at an advantage due to the
fight between the Congress and
the Trinamul Congress to
keep control over the anti-BJP
vote bank in this Muslim
dominated region. 

Notably, a senior Congress
leader Mostaque Alam is con-
testing from Maldah Uttar
LS seat. The Congress MP
AH Khan Choudhury had
won from Maldah (Dakshin)
by a narrow margin in 2019
when the TMC bagged huge
votes.

AGENCIES
KOLKATA, 6 MAY

Dum Dum Lok Sabha con-
stituency in North 24 Parganas
District, which has a history
of changing its voting pattern
in consecutive elections since
1977, will be an interesting
watch this time, with three vet-
eran politicians clashing with
each other.

For Trinamul Congress’
three-time MP since 2009
from Dum Dum, Saugata
Roy, the concern is his win-
ning margin in 2019 which
came down sharply to 52,999
from 1,54,934 in 2014.

The second factor that
might be cause of concern for
Saugata Roy is that the CPI(M)
this time has fielded party vet-
eran and central committee
member, Dr Sujan Chakr-
aborty, from Dum Dum, where
his party still has a dedicat-

ed voter base.
In case Dr Sujan Chakr-

aborty, with his vast experi-
ence in party organisation
activities as well as electoral
politics, is able to grab a sub-
stantial share of the anti-BJP
votes from Dum Dum, it
could be rough going for
Saugata Roy.

At the same time, the BJP
has fielded Shilbhadra Dutta,
who as an erstwhile Trinamool
Congress leader from North
24 Parganas District has sub-
stantial experience in handling
the ruling party’s organisa-
tional affairs there.

Shilbhadra Dutta joined the
BJP before the 2021 West
Bengal Assembly polls and also
contested unsuccessfully as
the party’s candidate from Bar-
rackpore Assembly con-
stituency that year.

However, he was one of the
few who did not rejoin the Tri-
namool Congress even after
being defeated, which sub-
stantially enhanced his polit-
ical credibility.The factor that
might make Dum Dum any-
body’s game is the change in
the voting pattern since 1977.

In 1977 it was the Janata
Party’s Ashok Krishna Dutta

who won from that con-
stituency, but only for a sin-
gle term.

In 1980, the CPI(M)'s Niren
Ghosh emerged as the victor
from Dum Dum. However
the equation changed again
in 1984, when the Congress’
Asutosh Laha got elected
from the constituency.

Thereafter, the CPI(M)’s
Nirmal Kanti Chatterjee got
elected from Dum Dum for
three consecutive terms in
1989, 1991 and 1996.

In 1998 BJP’s Tapan Sikdar
emerged as the surprise win-
ner from Dum Dum and he
got re-elected from the same
constituency again in 1999.
Again in 2004, Sikdar got
defeated by CPI(M)’s Amita-
va Nandy.However, since 2009
Dum Dum has become a Tri-
namul Congress bastion with
Saugata Roy winning three
consecutive terms, though

with fluctuating margins.
So since 1977, none of the

parties have managed to
retain the seat for more than
three consecutive terms and
going by that logic Saugata Roy,
too, has reached the opti-
mum level of Dum Dum’s
victory records.

Considering the twin-fac-
tors of Saugata Roy’s fluctu-
ating victory margins and
the strong anti-incumbency
wave against the Trinamul
Congress this time, it can be
said that the battle for the rul-
ing party candidate and the
retired professor of Physics will
be an easy one this time.

Dum Dum with a strength
of over 15 lakh voters, is basi-
cally a middle class-dominated
constituency with a sub-
stantial population of refugee
voters who had come to India
from Bangladesh post-Parti-
tion.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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Doctors feel that with the
sharp rise in the incidents of
asthma, more awareness
drives are required to improve
the quality of life for asthmatic
patients.

India accounts for 13 per
cent of the global burden of
asthma. Globally, 42 per cent
asthma-related deaths take
place in India. It has been seen
that only 20 per cent of the
diagnosed patients are aware
about asthma, said doctors
today on the eve of World
Asthma Day, which falls on
7 May.

The recent Global Burden
of Disease (GBD 1990-019)
estimated the total burden
of asthma in India as 34.3 mil-
lion, accounting for 13.09
per cent of the global burden.

Dr Angira Dasgupta, HOD
chest department, BR Singh
Hospital emphasized that
despite the increasing preva-
lence of asthma in India,
there is still lack of awareness
about asthma and its symp-
toms. 

Asthma is not a disease
that can be permanently
cured but can only be man-
aged better with right inter-
vention and medication.

Among 20 per cent of
patients who are diagnosed
with asthma, the majority are
youngsters in the age group
of 20 to 40 years. Similarly,
those who are unaware about
the disease are usually in
the age group of 35 to 55 years.
So, it is high time that the gen-
eral public should be sensi-
tized.

Dr Dasgupta said aware-
ness about asthma is required
for better management of the
disease by understanding
the symptoms and causes of
asthma. 

If people are aware then
they can take steps to avoid
the things that trigger asth-
ma and thus reduce the asth-
ma attacks. For example,
exposure to allergens like
dust mites, pet dander and
pollen can help to reduce
inflammation and narrowing
of the airways.

“By sensitizing and pro-
moting right information,
we can significantly improve
quality of life for asthmatic
patients,” Dr Dasgupta added.

In Dum Dum it is a clash between three salt and pepper politicians

AGENCIES
NORTH 24 PARGANAS, 6 MAY 

The Trinamul Congress (TMC)
held a protest march in
Sandeshkhali's Trimohini
area against Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party's (BJP) alleged con-
spiracy against women in
the riverine island after a
sting operation revealed that
the BJP was involved in script-
ing the entire incident.

Scores of TMC workers
participated in the protest
march and also screened the
video of the sting operation
under the initiative of
Sandeshkhali MLA Sukumar
Mahato.

"Women in Sandeshkhali
were insulted. The BJP con-
spired and insulted women
in West Bengal through
women in Sandeshkhali. We
are protesting against that,"
a TMC leader said.

A woman protester said
that key accused in the
Sandeshkhali, Shibu Hazra

and Uttar Sardar were "help-
ful" and not the way it was por-
trayed in the media earlier.

"Shibu and Uttam are
good people, not the way it
was portrayed in the media.
They help others. The BJP has
wronged them. What is true
is coming to light now," Ash-
tami Mondol, a woman pro-
tester said.

On Saturday, a video of a
sting operation surfaced that
has stirred up controversy in
Sandeshkhali which was

broadcast by a local television
channel. In the alleged video,
a person, purportedly a BJP
Mandal (booth) president
named Gangadhar Koyal is
heard saying that
Sandeshkhali women, who
weren't sexually assaulted,
were projected as 'rape' vic-
tims at the behest of the LoP.

Claiming that Suvendu
'helped' him get this done, the
person in the video said that
the former told him that the
TMC's strongmen in the area

wouldn't be arrested unless
he is falsely implicated in a
"rape case".

However, the news chan-
nel that broke the alleged
sting operation did not check
the veracity of the clip.

Shahjahan, the key
Sandeshkhali accused, is cur-
rently behind bars in con-
nection with the attack on a
team of the Directorate of
Enforcement (ED) while it was
in the process of raiding his
residence in connection with
the alleged ration scam.

The women of
Sandeshkhali in the North 24
Parganas district came out on
the streets earlier against the
ruling TMC and Shahjahan,
accusing the strongman and
his aides of perpetrating gross
excesses and atrocities on
them while also gobbling up
their land. Multiple women
on the island accused Sha-
jahan and his aides of "land-
grab and sexual assault"
under coercion.

Sting operation video: TMC holds protest in Sandeshkhali
against BJP for insulting women of Bengal

Battleground Bengal: Fate of 57 candidates in 4
constituencies to be sealed in 3rd phase today
In Maldah (Uttar), a total of 18,48,918 voters, including 9,08,854 female voters will exercise their democratic rights

Asthma awareness
required to combat
disease: Doctors

PAYING TRIBUTE

SLST job aspirants pay tribute to Imran Hasan one of the aspirants, who died on Sunday, at
Matangini Hazra Statue area in Kolkata on Monday. �SNS
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An FIR was filed against BJP
candidate from Tamluk Lok
Sabha constituency and for-
mer Calcutta High Court
judge Abhijit Gangopadhyay
and some party workers in
West Bengal's East Midnapore
on Sunday for allegedly attack-
ing sacked school employees
at their protest site.

The FIR at Tamluk police
station has been registered
under various non-bailable
sections of the Indian Penal
Code and the Arms Act, on a
complaint filed by a section
of the 25,753 teaching and
non-teaching staff, who lost
their jobs following a high court
order and are reportedly close
to the ruling Trinamool Con-
gress.

The root of the complaint
was a procession by BJP sup-
porters at Tamluk while Gan-
gopadhyay was going to file
his nomination as a candidate

on May 4. 
Tension started as the pro-

cession passed through the
area where some dismissed
school staff were holding
demonstrations against the
Calcutta High Court order.

According to Maidul Islam,
President of the West Bengal
Primary Teachers’ Association
- which is considered close to

the Trinamul, there was an
unprovoked attack on the
protestors by members of
Gangopadhyay's procession. 

He also cautioned that if
those involved in the attack
on the hunger strike are not
quickly arrested, there will be
a larger agitation across the
state.

Reacting to the FIR, Gan-
gopadhyay said that such
FIRs based on fake allegations
are quite common and he is
ready to face its outcome.

"I want to see how long
those who are resorting to such
fake allegations can escape the
clutches of law," he added.

FIR filed against former HC judge-turned-BJP
candidate, Gangopadhyay unfazed

AGENCIES
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The Kolkata Police on Mon-
day issued a statement in
connection with a molesta-
tion complaint lodged
against West Bengal Gover-
nor C.V. Ananda Bose by a
temporary staff of the Raj
Bhavan in Kolkata, an alle-
gation that the Governor
has vehemently denied.

In the statement, the
police clarified that the
investigation into the mat-
ter is not against any indi-
vidual, but to find out what
exactly happened on that day.

The police also informed
that the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) formed to inves-
tigate the matter is yet to get
the CCTV footage from the
Raj Bhavan.

“Many mediapersons
have asked me how the
police can launch an inquiry
against the Governor. We
are probing the content of
the complaint received at the
Hare Street police station, not
any individual. We are yet to
get any CCTV footage from
Raj Bhavan. We are in the

process of speaking to some
police personnel posted in
the Raj Bhavan to proceed
with the inquiry,” the Deputy
Commissioner (central divi-
sion) of Kolkata Police said
in the statement.

The statement came a
day after the Governor issued
a note claiming that under
Article 361 (2) and (3) of the
Constitution, the state police
cannot initiate any pro-
ceedings against the Gov-
ernor during his term in

office.
In the statement posted

on the official X handle of the
Raj Bhavan, the Governor
directed the staffers at Raj
Bhavan, temporary or per-
manent, to ignore any com-
munication from the state
police in the matter.

The staffers were also
directed to "refrain from
making any statement online,
offline, in person, over the
phone or in any other man-
ner".

Molestation charge against Governor: Kolkata
Police probing the content of the complaint

A glimpse of the dispersal center for the third phase of the Lok
Sabha Election at Malda district, West Bengal on Monday.ANI

Security personnel are ready for their duty at the dispersal
center of Malda district, West Bengal on Monday.ANI

A vendor rides a bicycle on a hot afternoon, in Kolkata . �ANI

BUSINESS AS USUAL

The root of the com-
plaint was a proces-
sion by BJP support-
ers at Tamluk while
Gangopadhyay was
going to file his nomi-
nation as a candidate
on May 4

After meme on
Mamata, police
demands
maker�s identity
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
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Kolkata Police has reacted
strongly after a meme on Ben-
gal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee appeared and
demanded the makers reveal
their identity.

"You are directed to imme-
diately disclose your identi-
ty including name and res-
idence. If the information
sought is not revealed, you
shall be liable for legal action
u/s 42 CrPC," read a post from
the Kolkata Police respond-
ing to the tweet.

Over the years, many
have faced legal action across
the country for posting con-
tent against other leaders,
including Shiv Sena founder
Bal Thackeray and former
Tamil Nadu chief minister late
J Jayalalithaa. The meme
comes amid a fierce tussle
between the ruling Trinamul
Congress and the BJP over
Bengal's 42 seats. The war on
social media between sup-
porters of both parties has
turned ugly.

TENDER
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BJP state president Sukanta
Majumdar addresses a
press conference at Press
Club in Kolkata on
Monday.�MOUL MONDAL

Increase in non-fare rev-

enue earnings of Metro:

The Kolkata Metro Railway

has earned rupees 2.72

crores in the month of

April, as Non-Fare Revenue

(NFR) registering a growth

of about 38 percent. In

2023-24 the city metro

had earned 1.97 crores 

as NFR during the same

period. SNS

RPF Sealdah recovered

snatched gold chain: Crime

Prevention and Detection

Squad (CPRS) of Railway

Protection Force (RPF) at

Sealdah Railway Station

arrested a 35-year-old sus-

pect involved in a snatch-

ing incident that occurred

at platform number six

during the arrival of train

number 03197 Sealdah Lal-

gola Memu on 3 May.

According to the ER, the

accused, identified as

Manur Shaw, was appre-

hended while attempting

to flee after forcefully tak-

ing a gold chain from Ms.

Maniha Dey, a passenger of

the train. The RPF team

responded promptly to the

distress, managing to cap-

ture Shaw before he could

escape the premises. A

search was conducted

which led to the recovery

of the stolen gold chain

valued at rupees1,70,000

(approximately) and a

mobile phone worth

rupees 15,000, totalling

totaling rupees1,85,000 in

stolen goods. The seized

items were immediately

returned to the owner

while the arrested man

was handed over to the

government railway police

station (GRPS) at Sealdah

for further legal action.SNS

New milestone: HCG Cancer

Centre, Kolkata achieved a

milestone in the latest CAR

T cell gene therapy to suc-

cessfully treat a virulent

type of blood cancer in a

62-year-old female patient

from Myanmar. Led by Dr

Joydeep Chakraborty, HOD

& senior consultant -

Haemato Oncology & BMT,

the hospital's Haemato

Oncology team showcased

unparalleled dedication

during the treatment. Doc-

tors said she was suffering

from �lambda light myelo-

ma', a type of blood cancer

that develops from the

plasma cells in the bone

marrow. She had extensive

bone tumors that made

her bones weak. SNS

Amit Shah talks of infiltration, 
minority appeasement in Durgapur
But did not mention anything on Sandeshkhali sting operation though he named the Trinamul�s suspended leader Sheikh Sahajahan

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DURGAPUR, 6 MAY

D
uring his campaign
for BJP candidate
Dilip Ghosh in Dur-
gapur, Union home

minister Amit Shah stressed
on minority appeasement
and infiltrations in the state
but did not mention any-
thing on Sandeshkhali sting
operation though he named
Sheikh Sahajahan at Tilak
Maidan here today.

Amit Shah remained silent
on the issue of sting operation
in Sandeshkhali and the thir-
ty two minute-long viral video
clips, which proves that the
party is trying to skirt the
issue, barely a day before the
third phase of election in the
state.

Instead, he has claimed that
Mamata Banerjee has tried to
save the culprits like Sheikh
Sahajan, but it is the high
court which has handed over
the case to the CBI.

Shah also spoke about
Modi government's triumph
in abrogating Article 370 from
Kashmir, the steel plant’s
expansion, alleged extortion

by the trade union leaders here,
CAA, minority appeasement,
Sheikh Shahjahan and
Sandeshkhali.

On Kashmir, Shah added,
"Since 70 years, the Congress
had obstructed the pullout
route, which Modi secured on
5 August, 2019 and violence,
infiltration, terrorism finally
has ceased there. This was pos-
sible because you'd elected an
MP from BJP here."

Attacking Rahul Gandhi's
Congress party, he said, "You
know, Rahul Baba (Gandhi)
before the withdrawal of Arti-
cle 370 had stood up in the Par-
liament and claimed that
there would be bloodbath in
Kashmir, but nothing of that
order happened.” He sharp-

ened his attack against the
Congress possibly because
the grand old party has extend-
ed its support for the CPM can-
didate here and the Citu still
maintains a strong command
among the permanent steel
workers. He added, “Rahul
Gandhi and Mamata Baner-
jee didn't turn up in the con-
secration ceremony of Ram
Lala in Ayodhya as they were
afraid of offending the 'cho-
sen' vote bank."

On 3 May, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in Burdwan
had stated, “I want to make
Durgapur a world-class steel
city." Steel workers, by and
large, had recorded an
'absolute' exodus from Citu
in 2019 to vote for BJP, which

certainly inspired the two top
saffron leaders to take them
back into confidence this
time.

Shah asked the steel work-
ers to elect his party candidate
Dilip Ghosh saying: "I heard
you suffer the brunt of TMC's
extortion. Just elect Dilip, he'll
stop all these, I promise."
Shah however didn't spare a
single word today for Alloy Steel
Plant for which the Modi gov-
ernment had invited Expres-
sion of Interest from the glob-
al bidders in 2018. Shah said:
"We've plans to pump in more
funds to reopen the closed fac-
tories. We want to introduce
a urea plant in Durgapur."

Obliquely referring to
Mamata Banerjee, Shah said,
“You are camping here for a
fortnight. You can stay here for
five years from now but be rest
assured that Durgapur isn't
going to vote for you anymore."
He further raised TMC's
appeasement issue and said:
"In Sandeshkhali, Sheikh
Shahjahan and his colleagues
tarnished the modesty of the
Indian women but Didi went
to protect him just for appease-
ment."

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 MAY

One minor was killed and two
others were critically injured
in a blast at Pandua in West
Bengal's Hooghly district on
Monday.

The two injured children
were undergoing treatment
at a local hospital. The hand
of one of the two injured
minors has been blown off in
the impact of the blast.

The local people informed
the police that the blast took
place near a pond where the
three minors were playing. 

All three of them were
rushed to the local hospital
and on arrival one of them was
declared dead by the doctors.

The deceased minor has

been identified at Raj Biswas
(11). The two injured minors
are Rupam Ballav and Sourav
Chowdhury. 

The Hooghly rural police
have started an investiga-
tion into the matter.

Incidentally on Monday
afternoon, only Trinamul
Congress general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee was sup-
posed to address an elec-
tion rally at Pandua in sup-
port of the party candidate
from the Hooghly Lok Sabha 

constituency and actress-
turned-politician Rachana
Banerjee. Tension is still pre-
vailing in the area.

According to BJP’s sitting
Lok Sabha MP from Hoogh-
ly, Locket Chatterjee, who
has been re-nominated by the
party this time as well, the local
Trinamul Congress activists
seem to compete in the show
of might before the elections.

“It is evident that the rul-
ing party does not have any
faith in the public mandate
considering the amount of
firearms, bombs and explo-
sives being recovered from dif-
ferent pockets in the state
almost daily. The people will
give Trinamul Congress a fit-
ting reply in the forthcoming
elections,” said Chatterjee.

Hooghly blast:11-yr-old boy killed, 2 injured
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HOOGHLY, 6 MAY

In a mammoth gathering at
Pandua, Abhishek Banerjee
said the matri and nari shak-
ti is with Trinamul Congress
and no power on the earth can
defeat it in Bengal.

He was addressing an elec-
tion campaign at Pandua in
favour of Hooghly TMC can-
didate Rachna Banerjee.

He lashed out at the incum-
bent MP Locket Chatterjee say-
ing that she was never seen
in her constituency for the last
five years and never stood by
anyone from her constituency
during their need. 

Abhishek said suddenly
she has appeared with heaps
of promises which will be

never kept. He said it is the tra-
dition of BJP to make fake
promises to the people to
seek votes.

Abhishek added, Locket
Chatterjee is well aware of the
fact that the Modi-lead BJP
government is deliberately
depriving people of Bengal but
has never approached  or
written to the Prime Minister
to release the long-held funds

for 100 days’ work.
Not a single booth is ben-

efitted by development initi-
ated by Locket. She cannot fool
people again and again. The
Sandeshkhali episode reali-
ty has been exposed. For
cheap politics, they are using
money power to defame matri
and nari shakti of Bengal, he
said.

“Mamata Banerjee brought

to an end a 34-year-old mis-
rule of the Left Front gov-
ernment. This Lok Sabha
election will bring an end to
the Modi-lead BJP rule,” said
the national general secretary
of the Trinamul.

Bengal under the guid-
ance of Mamata Banerjee
will go ahead with all its ben-
eficiary schemes and projects.
More beneficiary schemes
are awaiting the people. Not
a single person, irrespective
of religion, caste and creed,
will be deprived of his con-
stitutional rights.

The BJP is playing a dirty
game with religious senti-
ments and emotions impos-
ing the policy of divide and
rule. It is guaranteed that BJP
is going out forever.

No power on the earth can defeat TMC: Abhishek at Pandua

Dark clouds loom over the city sky after a hot afternoon on Monday. � BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

Parched city gets its first rainfall after a prolonged heat spell, bringing the mercury down on Monday.�BISWAJIT GHOSHAL

HARBINGER OF RAIN

RAIN WASHED

Voters should ask BJP candidate why Centre
stopped MGNREGA money: Abhishek
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 MAY

Trinamul Congress national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee urged the people to
ask the BJP candidate that why
didn’t the saffron party-led
Centre clear the money meant
for MGNREGA and Awas Plus
schemes.

He was addressing a gath-
ering at Mangalkot, under
Bolpur Lok Sabha seat. 

Out of seven Assembly
seats that constitute the
Bolpur parliamentary seat,
four are in Birbhum and three
in East Midnapore. Asit Kumar
Mal of Trinamul Congress
won the seat in 2019 by 1.06
lakh votes.

The vote in the Lok Sabha
seat will be held on 13 May.
Reminding the people about
the historical importance on
13 May, Mr Banerjee said, “It
was on 13 May 2011, Mama-

ta Banerjee put an end to 34
years of misrule of CPM. Peo-
ple have not forgotten the ter-
ror during the Left rule,
unleashed by Durjodhan Sar,
a local CPM leader. He had
allegedly murdered Dilip
Ghosh, a Trinamul Congress
supporter in Bolpur,” he said.

Mr Banerjee said, “The
voters should ask the BJP
why Centre did not give Rs 1.67
lakh crore to Bengal. The
money, meant for MGNRE-
GA job card holders, was not
paid and Mamata Banerjee
cleared the dues. She has
also assured that those enlist-
ed under Awas Plus scheme
will get their first installment
to set up their houses by the
end of this year and then the
second installment will be
paid. We keep our promises.
We do not lie like the BJP,” he
remarked.

He said, “In East Burd-
wan, 2.64 lakh job card hold-

ers have received their MGN-
REGA dues. Twelve lakh
women have received Lak-
shmir Bhandar in this district
while another 17.23 lakh girls
have received Kanyashree
scholarship. More than 48
lakh people have received
ration under Khadya Sathi
scheme,” he said.

He urged people to cast
their vote while holding their
heads high.” Cast your vote
keeping in mind your rights.
Always remember that BJP has
deprived you deliberately
and time has come when BJP
should explain this.”

He said, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who has spo-
ken volumes of lies and failed
to publish a white paper to
disclose how much money the
Centre has given to Bengal
since 2019 in Awas Plus
scheme.”

He said the saffron party
has miserably failed to con-

trol price-hike.” Prices of
essential commodities, edi-
ble oil, gas, and kerosene
have gone up. The condition
of the poor has gone down.
But the BJP is not bothered
at all. They are busy spread-
ing lies.”

Coming down heavily on
Mr Modi, he said, “Modi is
spreading communal venom.
The BJP believes only in divi-
sion. They say those who
take fish are anti-nation. Who
are they to decide our food
habit, dress,” he asked cau-
tioning people. 

“The BJP speaks about
one nation, one election and
through this they will take
away the voting rights of peo-
ple.”

He urged people to cast
their vote in favour of Trina-
mul Congress to increase the
margin of Asit Kumar Mal,
party’s nominee from the
seat.

City schools do well in ICSE, ISC results
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 6 MAY

The students of both Class X
and XII in West Bengal have
put up a stellar performance
in the Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examina-
tions results this year with a
rise in the total pass per-
centage as well as gender
wise categorization. The results
by the council were declared
today.

In the Class X results, a total
of 99.22 per cent students
from the state passed the
examination this year. Last
year, 98.71 per cent in total had
cleared the Class X exams fr-
om the state. In the gender-
wise performance, a total of
99.41 per cent girls of West Ben-
gal cleared the exam wit-
nessing a rise than 2023 when
the total pass percentage of
girls in the state was 99.01. 

Even the performance of
boys in the Class X board ex-
ams this year has seen an
improvement with 99.07 per
cent of them becoming eligi-

ble for the next class. Last year,
the number stood at 98.47 per
cent.

Likewise, the students’
performance in the Indian
School Certificate Examina-
tion (ISC) in the state has
witnessed improvement in
the results declared today.

A total of 97.80 per cent stu-
dents from West Bengal passed
the ISC exam this year unlike
2023 when the percentage
was recorded as 96.88. 

As per the data shared by
the council, the girls who had
outperformed the boys with
98.04 per cent of them clear-
ing the exam in 2023, once
again won the race and 98.86
per cent of the former emerged

successful in this year’s Class
XII results.

Registering a marginal rise,
a total of 42,372 students from
West Bengal had appeared for
the ICSE exams from 426 sc-
hools this year. A similar rise
was seen in the council data
for ISC in which the total nu-
mber of students who appe-
ared in the exam from the st-
ate was 27,621 from 320 sch-
ools. Notably, until last year
the council issued a merit list
in which several students
from the state with many of
them even appearing from var-
ious city schools would make
a mark. However, aiming to
avoid unhealthy competition
among students, the council

decided to discontinue the sys-
tem of merit list this year. 

Even in cases of compart-
ment examination, the coun-
cil has decided to discontin-
ue the system. 

Students wishing to
improve their marks or grades
in the same year of the exam-
ination would have the oppor-
tunity to sit for an improve-
ment exam for maximum two
subjects. As per the informa-
tion available, the improve-
ment examination is likely
to be conducted in the month
of July by the council.

The council would allow its
students to opt for re-evalu-
ation and re-checking of the
results for both ICSE and ISC
examinations. According to the
board, the ICSE examination
starting date was 21 February
and it was concluded on 28
March while the exam was con-
ducted on 18 days.

For ISC, the examination
starting date was 12 February
and concluded on 4 April
2024. The examination was
conducted for 28 days.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KRISHNAGAR, 6 MAY

In a bid to bolster the
Bharatiya Janata Party's cam-
paign in West Bengal's Krish-
nagar constituency, Union
home minister Amit Shah
held a vibrant road show on
Tuesday.

The procession, which
started from Sadar Hospital
More, witnessed a fervent dis-
play of support from enthu-
siastic party supporters along
the entire one kilometre
road which ended at A V
School More. Mr Shah, stand-
ing atop a meticulously dec-
orated vehicle, was accom-
panied by prominent state
BJP leaders as they traversed
through the streets of Krish-
nagar, the district head-
quarters.

The road show attracted
a huge crowd, with hun-
dreds waving BJP flags and
chanting slogans in sup-
port of the party and its
leaders. They chanted 'Jai Shri

Ram', Narendra Modi Zind-
abad, and 'BJP Zindabad'.

The Krishnagar con-
stituency, where the BJP
secured the second posi-
tion in the 2019 elections,
holds significant electoral
importance. The contest-
ing Trinamul Congress can-
didate, Mahua Moitra, who
clinched victory in the last
elections, has been re-nom-
inated. Moitra's expulsion
from the Lok Sabha last year
in connection with an alleged
cash-for-query scandal has
added intrigue to the elec-
toral landscape.

Challenging the incum-
bent, the BJP has nominat-
ed Amrita Roy, the scion of

the esteemed Krishnagar
Royal family, infusing a regal
flair into the electoral nar-
rative. Roy's presence dur-
ing the road show elicited
considerable attention as
she engaged with the enthu-
siastic crowds, signalling a
spirited contest ahead.

The Krishnagar con-
stituency is slated to go to
polls in the fourth phase on
13 May.

As campaigning intensi-
fies and political fervour
escalates, all eyes are on the
electoral battlegrounds,
anticipating the outcome
of a closely contested elec-
toral tussle in one of West
Bengal's key constituencies.

Crowd throngs Shah road show in Krishnagar
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PM Modi links ED's recovery
in Jharkhand with Gandhis
He was also seeking legal advice in order to return the money looted from the poor
ANINDITA CHOWDHURY
HYDERABAD, 6 MAY 

P
rime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Mon-
day sought to link
the Gandhis with the

huge pile of currency notes
that were recovered from
Jharkhand by the Enforce-
ment Directorate.

He said he was also seek-
ing legal advice in order to
return the money looted
from the poor.      

Mr Modi today addressed
two consecutive rallies in
Andhra Pradesh, the first
one in Rajahmundry and
the second one in Anakapalle
where BJP has put up MP
candidates. He was warmly
welcomed by his NDA allies
-TDP president N Chan-
drababu Naidu and his son
Nara Lokesh as well as Jana
Sena leader Pawan Kalyan.

Attacking the Congress
Mr Modi said “In Jharkhand
the ED have dug out a moun-
tain of currency notes. This
from the house of the servant
of the PA who works for a Con-

gress minister. Just think
Congress has made the ser-
vant’s house a warehouse
of their black money. This is
not the first time. Earlier

their MP was also caught.”
“Why is it that the first fam-

ily of the Congress (Gandhis)
are close to people from
whom such a huge amount

of notes were recovered?
Was the money kept aside to
be supplied elsewhere? Has
the first family of Congress
set up such godowns across
the country? The nation
wants to know from Shahzade
of Congress,”  said Mr 
Modi.

“Modi is seeking legal
advice... All those who have
been looted, we will see how
the money can be returned
to them. Modi has already
returned Rs17,000 crore to
those who had a right to it.
No poor will be looted - this
is Modi’s guarantee” said
the Prime Minister before
launching a stringent attack
on the YSRCP.

He said the ruling party
had completely derailed
development in AP. The Prime
Minister said “When there is
no intention to serve the
public the results are seldom
achieved. By stalling the
Polavaram project they have
put brakes on the lifeline of
Andhra Pradesh.” He also
accused the ruling YSRCP of
failing to set up even one cap-

ital city in the past five years.
He said the YSRCP supremo
had failed to even complete
the projects started by his
father although he had
usurped YSR’s political lega-
cy.

“YSR Congress had said
they will set up three capi-
tals in AP. But in these years
they were unable to set up
even one. They were planning
to make a huge loot in the
name of three capitals but
before that state exchequer
was emptied out. They can
only manage corruption,
financial management is not
their cup of tea,” said Mr
Modi.

He went on to add that just
like Karnataka where he
alleged land and tanker mafia
were running the govern-
ment, in AP it was the sand,
land and liquor mafia which
were running the govern-
ment. He urged the people
of AP to vote for NDA keep-
ing in mind Modi’s guaran-
tee, Chandrababu Naidu’s
leadership and their faith
in Pawan Kalyan.

BJP will always remember September 17, 1948. Once
our government comes to power in Telangana, we
will celebrate Hyderabad Liberation Day every year

J. P. NADDA
BJP PRESIDENT

Vigilance court rejects Cong MLA�s plea
for probe against Vijayan in pay-off case
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
6 MAY 

In a relief to Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan, a vig-
ilance Court here on Mon-
day  rejected the petition filed
by Congress MLA Mathew
Kuzhalnadan seeking an
investigation against  Vijayan
and his daughter in the
CMRL monthly pay-off case.

The father-daughter duo
has been accused of receiv-
ing monthly payments from
the Cochin Minerals and
Rutile Limited (CMRL) in
return for favouring the
operations of the firm.

The Vigilance court has
dismissed the Congress
MLA’s petition stating that
the petitioner failed to pro-
duce sufficient evidence to
order a probe into the alle-
gations.

Kuzhalnadan sought a
direct inquiry by the Vigilance
court into the  involvement
of the chief minister and
his daughter in the case.

Congress MLA Mathew
Kuzhalnadan had in his peti-
tion demanded a probe by
the Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Department into
the allegations against  Chief
Minister Vijayan and his
daughter in the  monthly pay-
off case. However,  later
when the court was to deliv-
er its judgment,  he changed
his position and submitted
a fresh request    seeking the
court  to directly probe the
case.

In his petition, Kuzha-
lanadan alleged that Exalogic
Solutions, the firm owned by
Veena Vijayan, received
monthly payments as a
reward for providing improp-
er assistance to a private
mining company, Cochin
Minerals and Rutile Ltd.

The court had sought
evidence from Kuzhalnadan
regarding the alleged wrong-
ful assistance to the private
company.  Following this, the
MLA's lawyer   during the pre-
vious  hearing submitted
five documents to the court

to prove the allegations
against the CM and his
daughter. However, the Vig-
ilance Court said that it did
not find any evidence of
wrongful assistance pro-
vided by the 
government in these docu-
ments.

Earlier  on March 31,the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
ordered a Serious Fraud
Investigation Office (SFIO)
probe into the affairs of Exa-
logic Solutions, as well as
Cochin Minerals and Rutile
Ltd (CMRL) and Kerala State
Industrial Development Cor-
poration (KSIDC).

In the last week of March,
the  Kochi unit of the Enforce-
ment  Directorate (ED) has
registered an Enforcement
Case Investigation Report
(ECIR) ~ similar to a First
Information Report (FIR) in
criminal cases -- against
Veena Vijayan’s company
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act, 2002
and started a probe into the
transactions.

Fierce battle on the cards in Telangana's Karimnagar: Sitting

MP and BJP general secretary Bandi Sanjay Kumar is taking on

BRS leader B. Vinod Kumar and Congress party�s Velicherla

Rajendra Rao in what is likely to be a fierce battle in Karimna-

gar Lok Sabha constituency. Known as the political nerve cen-

tre of north Telangana, Karimnagar has a history of sending

candidates of all major parties to the Parliament.A Congress

stronghold since its inception till the mid-1990s, Karimnagar

was wrested by the TDP in 1996. Since then, Congress has

struggled to regain the lost ground though it won the seat in

2009. AGENCIES 

TENDER
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Rahul Gandhi promises to
remove 50pc cap on quota
He said the Congress has drafted an innovative plan which no other govt has ever thought of

They are all robbers, Be it Lalu Prasad Yadav's
family in Bihar or Shibu Soren's family in Jhark-
hand, all of them have looted the country

SAMRAT CHOUDHARY
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER OF BIHAR

These people make agreements with terrorists: BJP's Ravi Shankar
Prasad slams Charanjit Channi over his �stuntbaazi� remark
AGENCIES 
PATNA, 6 MAY 

Reacting sharply to former
Punjab Chief Minister Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi's alleged
remarks on the recent terror
attack in Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch, Bharatiya Janata Party
candidate Ravi Shankar Prasad
asked on Monday and said,
"These people make agree-
ments with terrorists."

"What can we say if they are
making such statements on
national security? Are they
speaking in favour of the ter-
rorists? After Uri and Balakote,
Rahul Gandhi asked for proof.
They said that we do politics
on martyrdom. The same is hap-
pening now. These people
make agreements with terror-
ists. They take no action against
PFI because they want a vote
bank. Those who have done this
will be finished but martyrdom

should not be mocked," he said.
An Indian Air Force soldier

was killed and four others
injured in the terror attack in
the Poonch district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Saturday
evening.

Pointing out that the attack
came amid the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, former CM Charanjit
Singh Channi alleged on Sun-
day that it was "pre-planned"

and such "stuntbaazi" is done
to facilitate BJP's win in the polls.

"This is stuntbaazi. When
elections come, such stunts are
done to make the BJP win.
These are pre-planned attacks;
there is no truth in them,"
Channi said while speaking to
reporters in Punjab.

The remarks from the Con-
gress Working Committee
member attracted sharp crit-
icism from the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party.

Union Minister Anurag
Thakur came down heavily
on Channi's remarks and ques-
tioned Congress about the ter-
ror attacks that took place dur-
ing its tenure in the past. He also
demanded an apology from top
Congress brass, including for-
mer party chief Sonia Gandhi
for Channi's remarks.

BJP leader Sushil Kumar
Rinku condemned the former
CM's remarks and demanded

an apology to the entire coun-
try in this regard.

Meanwhile, the mortal
remains of an Indian Air Force
soldier, Corporal Vikky Pahade
who succumbed to injuries
sustained in a terror attack on
Saturday evening, arrived in his
hometown in Madhya Pradesh's
Chhindwara for last rites on
Monday.

The Indian Army has
launched a major search oper-
ation in the Shahsitar area of
Surankote in Poonch district fol-
lowing a terrorist attack on an
Indian Air Force (IAF) convoy.

According to the officials, as
part of the ongoing operation,
armed bulletproof vehicles are
patrolling the area, while a dog
squad has been deployed to
check vehicles. The search
operation aims to track down
the terrorists responsible for the
attack and ensure the safety of
civilians in the region. 

Hemant Soren moves SC against his arrest by ED
PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY 

Former Jharkhand chief
minister Hemant Soren
moved the Supreme Court
on Monday against the Jhark-
hand High Court order dis-
missing his plea challenging
his arrest by the Directorate
of Enforcement (ED) in an
alleged money laundering
case.

A bench of Chief Justice
D Y Chandrachud, Justice J
B Pardiwala, and Justice
Manoj Misra, on a mention
for an early listing, asked sen-
ior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Soren, to send
an email and it will look
into it.

Making a mention for an
early listing, Sibal told the
bench that the election phase
in Jharkhand will begin on
May 13. “Hemant Soren was
arrested on January 31, we
moved the high court on
February 4 and the high
court did not deliver the
judgement. The phase of
election starts on May 13….
This court issued notice and
the high court delivered the
judgement on May 3. We
have filed the SLP, very unfor-

tunate that the rights are
being trampled in this fash-
ion,” Sibal elaborated.

The Jharkhand High
Court, on May 3, dismissed
Soren's plea challenging his
arrest by the ED in an alleged
money laundering case.  The
high court pronounced judg-
ment four days after the
Supreme Court agreed on
April 29, 2024, to hear Soren’s
plea against arrest in the
week commencing from
May 6.

The judgement was
reserved by the high court
on February 28, 2024.

Seeking response from
the ED and posting the mat-
ter for hearing in the week
commencing from May 6,
2024, a bench of Justice San-
jiv Khanna and Justice
Dipankar Datta had, how-
ever, said it would be open
to Jharkhand High Court to
deliver its judgement on the
former Chief Minister Sorem’s
plea challenging his arrest
in an alleged money laun-
dering case.

“In the meantime, it will
be open to the high court to
pronounce the order that was
reserved on February 28,
2024,” the bench had said in
its order on April 29, 2024. 

Soren had earl ier
approached the top court for
bail, citing the delay by the
high court in pronouncing
the judgment on his plea
against arrest by the ED.

Soren is being investi-
gated for money laundering
charges in connection with
an illegal mining case, as well
as an alleged land scam in
Ranchi. The Central agency
investigating both cases
contended that approxi-
mately Rs 8.5 acres of prop-
erty in question constitute
proceeds of crime.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 6 MAY

C
ongress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday
promised to remove
the 50 per cent cap

on reservation if the opposi-
tion-backed INDIA bloc comes
to power in Madhya Pradesh.    

Taking a jibe at the BJP’s
"abki baar, 400 paar" war
cry, he claimed the saffron
party would not be able to win
even 150 seats in the gener-
al election.

Gandhi said the Congress
has drafted an innovative
plan which no other govern-
ment has ever thought of,
adding that it would provide
Rs 8,500 per month, totaling
more than Rs one lakh a year,
to one woman from each
poor family.

Addressing two poll rallies
at Segaon in the Khargone (ST)
Lok Sabha constituency and

Alirajpur in Ratlam (ST) Lok
Sabha seat of Madhya Pradesh,
he reiterated that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
and the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) are plan-
ning to end the Constitu-
tion.

"All that the dalits, tribals,
OBCs, poor and downtrodden
of the country have received

after Independence is thanks
to the Constitution, but Modi
and the BJP have decided to
end this Constitution and
deprive you of everything,”
Gandhi told the gathering at
Alirajpur, holding a copy of
the Constitution in his hand.

He alleged that the prime
minister plans to hand over
the land, forest and water
resources of the nation to a

handful of his industrialist
friends.

He cautioned that if the BJP
forms the government again,
about two-dozen industri-
alist friends of Modi would
control all the resources of the
nation and they would run the
entire government. He said
Modi waived off loans worth
more than Rs 16 lakh crore of
his industrialist friends,  but
did not waive off a single
penny of the farmers’ pend-
ing loan amounts.

The Gandhi scion assert-
ed that the Congress has gen-
uinely worked for the welfare
of the poor and tribals. He said
the Congress believes that the
adivasis or tribals have the first
right on the resources of the
country.

“... leave aside snatching
your reservation, we are going
to raise it above the 50 per cent
limit,” he promised.

The Supreme Court, how-

ever, has capped the reser-
vation limit to 50 per cent. 

“When the Congress forms
the government, we will put
Rs one lakh a year directly into
the bank account of one
woman from each poor fam-
ily till that family is brought
above the poverty line,” the
Congress leader underlined.

“Narendra Modi has made
some people crorepatis, but
we are going to make crores
of people lakhpati,” Rahul
Gandhi asserted.

He encouraged the Con-
gress workers, calling them
lions, and urged them to toil
in the ongoing Lok Sabha
polls, to save the country’s
democracy and Constitu-
tion. The Ratlam and Khar-
gone Lok Sabha seats would
go to polls along with six
other seats of the state in the
fourth phase of polling on 13
May, the last phase for Mad-
hya Pradesh. 

Cong in turmoil after Radhika Khera�s resignation; explosive allegations surface
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, 6 MAY 

The resignation of Radhika
Khera, the former Congress
National Media Coordinator,
has sent shockwaves through
the political landscape of Chhat-
tisgarh. Even as the dust begins
to settle, startling allegations have
surfaced, further fueling the
already intense controversy
within the Congress.

Parvez Ahmad, the Media
Coordinator of Chhattisgarh
Congress, alleged that Khera had
undertaken significant projects
under the guise of a company
owned by a close relative dur-
ing the previous Congress gov-
ernment's tenure in Chhattis-
garh. However, following a

change in government, the
payment owed to this registered
company was suspended by the
relevant authorities. Ahmad
accused Radhika Khera of
implicating senior officials of
Chhattisgarh Congress in an
attempt to appease the BJP and
recover the outstanding pay-
ment.

Meanwhile, during a press
conference in Delhi, Khera
leveled accusations against
prominent Chhattisgarh Con-
gress leaders Sushil Anand
Shukla and others. She alleged
instances of alcohol being
offered during Rahul Gandhi's
'Nyay Yatra' in the state, late-
night disturbances at her
accommodation, and inde-
cent behavior during a dispute

at Rajiv Bhavan, the Congress'
headquarters in Chhattisgarh.
Khera further claimed to have
notified Pradesh Prabhari
Sachin Pilot and Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel about the
incidents but asserted that she
received no assistance from
them.

During the press conference,
Khera recounted a dispute at
Rajiv Bhavan, where she sought
the intervention of Media
Department Chairman Sushil
Anand Shukla. However, she
alleged mistreatment and con-
finement in her room, prompt-
ing her to raise an alarm and

eventually escape. Khera also
stated that she approached
the party's General Secretary
for help but claimed to have
been met with indifference.

In response to Khera's alle-
gations, Chhattisgarh PCC
President Deepak Baij stated
that he promptly forwarded a
report to the AICC for thorough
investigation. Emphasising the
party's commitment to main-

taining a safe and respectful envi-
ronment, Baij highlighted the
presence of women in key
roles within the Congress,
including control rooms, to
prevent such incidents. While
acknowledging minor dis-
agreements between Khera
and Shukla, he firmly dis-
missed any claims of neglect-
ing Khera due to her visit to the
Ram Mandir as baseless. Baij

pledged that the party would
take decisive action upon
uncovering any wrongdoing.

The timing of Radhika
Khera's resignation, just a day
before the third phase of Lok
Sabha elections, has dealt a sig-
nificant blow to the Congress
and served to energise the BJP.
This sudden development has
not only disrupted the party's
momentum but also raised

questions about internal cohe-
sion and leadership stability.
With just hours left until the polls,
the Congress faces the chal-
lenging task of restoring con-
fidence among its cadre. Mean-
while, the BJP appears embold-
ened by these developments,
capitalising on the opportunity
to rally its base and consolidate
its position in the state. 

Chhattisgarh CM criticises Cong after Radhika Khera�s resignation
AGENCIES 
CHHATTISGARH, 6 MAY

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai launched a
sharp critique on Monday

against the Congress party fol-
lowing the resignation of
party leader Radhika Khera.
Khera resigned from the pri-
mary membership of Congress
on Sunday, citing mistreat-

ment by party members dur-
ing a visit to the Ram Temple
in Ayodhya.

"She was insulted by her
people in the Congress
Bhawan. They talk about

'Naari Nyay', but there is a
huge difference between what
they say and what they do. This
is the reason why Congress
is in such a situation," Sai 
said.

Raj govt bans use
of mobile phones
by school teachers
JAIPUR, 6 MAY

Rajasthan's Education Min-
ister Madan Dilawar on Mon-
day said strict action will be
initiated against teachers in
government schools for using
mobile phones during duty
hours. An order has been
issued to stop the use of
mobile phones by teachers
in schools at the ground
level. Teachers will have to stop
bringing mobile phones to
schools, Dilawar said.

"Mobile phones are a
kind of disease. Teachers in
school are busy watching
the stock market. Mobile
phones will be completely
banned in schools. Students
suffer loss in studies due to
mobile phones..Phones will
have to be deposited with the
principal," he expressed his
objections. 

"If they bring mobile
phones by mistake, then
they will have to be deposit-
ed with the principal. Action
will also be taken against
performing puja or offering
namaz during school time
without permission", he
added. SNS

�Modi govt playing directly into hands of Chinese�
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY

The Congress on Monday
launched a fresh attack on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led government over
the China issue, accusing it
of playing directly into the
hands of the Chinese.  

The party also posed a vol-
ley of questions to the Prime
Minister over the matter.

In a statement, Congress
General Secretary in-charge
of Communications Jairam
Ramesh said, “Today is the
fourth anniversary of the
clashes that began between
Indian and Chinese troops
at Pangong Tso in eastern
Ladakh. These culminated in
the fatal engagement in Gal-
wan on 15th June 2020 in
which 20 of our brave soldiers
made the supreme sacrifice.
The PM’s clean chit to China
four days later when he said
‘na koi hamari seema mein
ghus aaya hai, na hi koi ghusa
hua hai’ was a profound
insult to our fallen soldiers
and became the legitimisa-
tion of Chinese control over
2,000 square kms of land in
eastern Ladakh.”

Referring to the India-
China border talks, he said,
“Despite 21 rounds of mili-
tary talks over four years,
the situation remains
unfavourable. Leh’s Super-
intendent of Police has clear-
ly shown that our troops
were unable to reach 26 out
of 65 patrolling points that
they could access prior to 5th
May 2020. Chinese forces
continue to block Indian
access in the strategic Dep-
sang Plains in five locations
(Patrolling Points 10, 11, 11A,
12 and 13).”

Alleging that China’s
aggressive build up and intru-
sions are not restricted to
Ladakh, the Congress MP

said, “Along Arunachal
Pradesh, the Chinese con-
tinue to build forces and
infrastructure that pose a
direct threat to India’s Silig-
uri Corridor, which connects
northeast India with the rest
of the country. The Modi
government has overseen
the destabilisation of Manipur
and other parts of the north-
east, playing directly into
the hands of the Chinese. This
sorry situation is a complete
indictment of the PM’s gulli-
bility and naiveté regarding
China.”

Arunachal Pradesh shares
a 1,080 km border with China.

He asserted that China has
made significant inroads
into our neighbourhood on
the Modi government’s watch.

“Do you still believe your
19 June 2020 statement ?
Has your government sur-
rendered to Chinese con-
trol over thousands of square
kms in Depsang and Dem-
chok for the foreseeable
future or are you still trying
to return to the status quo ante
before 5 May 2020? When will
you take responsibility for the
abysmal failure of your China
policy?,”  Jairam questioned.



C M Y K

The West has never been
too comfortable with
India’s rise. Indeed, at in-
dependence, nobody

expected India to survive as a
democracy. “Power will go to the
hands of rascals, rogues, free-
booters”, the imperialist Prime
Minister of Britain Winston
Churchill is supposed to have
remarked on the independence
of India, adding “all Indian lead-
ers will be of low calibre and
men of straw.” Now after leaders
like Boris Johnson and Liz Truss,
it is perhaps their leaders who
deserve to be called “people of
low calibre”.

In his 1968 book “Popula-
tion Bomb”, the Nobel laureate
Paul Ehrlich, and before him in
1967, the Paddock brothers,
William and Paul, had predicted
that India would splinter into
anarchy and chaos over famine
and food riots. The Paddock bro-
thers in fact argued that there
was no point in giving food aid
to India as it would be a sheer
waste ~ Indians should rather be
left to their own fate. After India’s
third Parliamentary election,
Aldous Huxley wrote, “When
Nehru goes, the government will
become a military dictatorship
~ as in so many of the newly
independent states, for the army
seems to be the only highly or-
ganised centre of power.”

On the eve of the 1967 elec-
tions, the Times of London ran a
series of articles titled “India’s
disintegrating democracy”. Its
Delhi correspondent, Neville
Maxwell, wrote that “the great
experiment of developing India
within a democratic framework
has failed” and that Indians
would soon vote in the “fourth
~  and surely last ~ general elec-
tion.” India has not only sur-
vived all these dismal predic-
tions, but has thrived and pros-
pered. No one today calls us a
third world country or the “Sick
Man of Asia”.

The West has grudgingly
ceded space to India’s growing
heft in international affairs as
champion of the global south
and its economic rise within a
short period of a decade under
the NDA rule, which has seen
India overtaking its erstwhile
colonial master. India is com-
fortably poised to become the
third largest global economy
before the end of this decade. 

While the West has taken
note of India’s achievements in
space and technology benefiting

millions of poor, it never misses
a chance to denigrate India’s rise
by highlighting contrary views,
especially of Indian academics
positioned in American univer-
sity campuses who, for some
strange reason, are also not
comfortable with India’s rise.

Now the Western media is
turning its ire towards the Indian
polity, focusing especially on the
current parliamentary elections.
A country practices and man-
ages its democracy according to
its own culture, values and
ethos, which need not necessar-
ily be Western. The Western
media overlooks the fact that
despite its many flaws, India’s
democracy remains a most vib-
rant one, evidenced by the high
participation of citizens in the
electoral process
which dwarfs the
low participation
rate in their own
democracies. 

Some time
back, the Sweden-
based V-Dem Ins-
titute’s Democracy
Report 2024 term-
ed India’s demo-
cracy as an “elec-
toral autocracy”.
Now, in an editori-
al titled “The mo-
ther of democracy
is not in good sha-
pe", UK’s Financial
Times has said that the “gap bet-
ween pro-democratic rhetoric
and reality is widening in India”.
Citing “an intensifying clamp-
down on opposition parties”, in
particular the arrest of Arvind
Kejriwal, it said “this matriarch
of representative government is
in ill health, with worrying imp-
lications for the coming polls
and what may follow.” Most
Western media have highlight-
ed Mr. Kejriwal’s arrest. Only the
courts will decide whether the
arrest was justified or not.

But the Western media has
universally highlighted the
arrest as a sure indicator of In-
dia’s regression from democratic
principles, while the string of ca-
ses filed against Donald Trump
in US courts in its election year
are just upholding the “rule of
law” and letting the law take its
own course in a proper demo-
cracy! “A desire to woo India has
often led western democracies
to hold their tongue over demo-
cratic backsliding”, the Financial
Times continued and advised
Western governments to be

more robust in criticizing India,
since “preserving political free-
doms is in the best interests of
Indian growth and prosperity,
and of the Modi government’s
ambitions to enhance the coun-
try’s role as a leading member of
the global community.”

One FT journalist has won-
dered, “Will this be India’s last
democratic election?” recalling
the Western media’s inherently
entrenched bias against India.
In an editorial, the Guardian
wrote that BJP’s win would
mean that Indian democracy
would be the loser. “Democra-
cies run best when there is a
contest of ideas and equal treat-
ment of citizens in everyday
administration”, it says, before
concluding that “these are in

short supply in
Modi’s India.”  In
another article, its
columnist Kenn-
eth Mohammed
wrote “Behind a
veneer of progress,
injustice and ineq-
uality propped up
by corruption and
the caste system
haunt the subcon-
tinent ….. It seems
to be a global sou-
th problem that
leaders are more
enthusiastic to sp-
end taxpayers’

funds on expensive vanity proj-
ects than concern themselves
with fixing basic issues of infras-
tructure, health and education
to raise the standard of living for
all its people.” 

Christophe Jaffrelot, a pro-
fessor of political science in Fra-
nce, wrote in Le Monde, “India's
elections this year stand out for
their undemocratic nature”,
arguing that Mr Modi is turning
democracy into electoral auth-
oritarianism. The Los Angeles
Times questioned, “Is Narendra
Modi’s India still a democracy?”
In an article titled “The Modi-
fication of India Is Almost Com-
plete”, Michael Kugelman wrote
in Time magazine, “The Modi-
era actions are highly controver-
sial because of India’s constitu-
tionally enshrined secular tradi-
tions and resilient democracy.
But ….  it has far too many back-
ers to be characterized as a
wholesale trampling on the pub-
lic will. 

This may be the tyranny of
the majority, but it’s also some-
thing that enjoys a public man-

date.” Aijaz Hussain and Sheikh
Saaliq wrote in the Washington
Post, “A decade into power, and
on the cusp of securing five
more years, the Modi governm-
ent is reversing India’s decades-
long commitment to multiparty
democracy and secularism.” All
of India’s institutions are suspect
in their eyes, “civil liberties are
under attack. Peaceful protests
have been crushed with force. A
once-free and diverse press is
threatened. Violence is on the
rise against the Muslim minori-
ty. And the country’s judiciary
increasingly aligns with the
executive branch.”

Every democracy has its
flaws. But one wonders whether
the Western media would have
been so critical of India’s democ-
racy and its electoral process if
the opinion polls did not predict
such an emphatic victory for the
BJP alliance. They are apparent-
ly buying the Opposition cam-
paign about ‘democracy in dan-
ger’. After the collapse of the So-
viet empire, when Francis Fuku-
yama wrote his essay “End of
History” claiming that the West-
ern political, economic, and
social systems constituted the
culmination of humanity’s
sociocultural evolution, the West
expected all countries to follow
their unique model. 

To measure this conver-
gence, they then started devis-
ing a series of arbitrary indexes
on liberty, human rights, free-
dom of religion and even human
happiness, styled on their val-
ues. That is how they wanted to
keep their control in a multipo-
lar, post-colonial world.

When countries like China
and India started charting their
own independent paths by defy-
ing their values, they started vil-
ifying them. Now with low pop-
ulation, low productivity and the
prospect of a wider economic
recession, the West is facing an
uncertain future, while India is
rising. A rising India, like a ris-
ing China, refuses to buy the
Western model of development
and Western values. 

It is now becoming increas-
ingly assertive, if not confronta-
tional and combative, almost
adopting China’s wolf-warrior
diplomatic approach. The West
wants India’s democracy to be
under its continuous vigilance
and control, and whichever
alliance comes to power after
the elections will be most un-
likely to allow it.

In the eighth century, Guru Rin-
poche flew on the back of a tigress
to a cave in Taktshang where he
meditated and created the aura to

conquer the negative forces troubling
Bhutan and the known world. Since
then, we have been agonising over the
persistent curiosity of our children who
can be cruelly undiplomatic: “Apa,
Ama, …  did the Guru with the tall hat
and stick really fly on a tiger? Can tigers
fly?” After two days of a tiger conferen-
ce this week in Paro, where about 200
government leaders, ecological exper-
ts, and wildlife supporters, articulated
scientific justifications to save the tiger,
you could say we learnt that we can
actually save the world by riding on the
tiger. The premise of the validation is
that this noble beast is an umbrella
species whose habitat houses numer-
ous other species. It is the apex of that
food chain. So, protecting the tiger
habitat helps maintain ecological bal-
ance which will ensure the harmony
between man and nature and, there-
fore, the health of the planet itself.

The “Sustainable Finance for Tiger
Landscapes” conference declared the
determination to raise USD 1 billion
by 2034. Veteran conservationists, fun-
ders, and government leaders also
acknowledge that it is as important, to
be conscious of how the money is
used. Given the intricacies of interna-
tional funding mechanisms and
processes, that sometimes go astray,
this is good thinking. A unanimous
view at the conference was that
Bhutan, given its image and track
record, is the right country to take the
lead in a global venture to protect the

tiger landscape, thereby helping to
safeguard the planet. According to the
President and CEO of WWF-US, Carter
Roberts, this is obvious because good
leadership is critical for such a task,
and Bhutan has “an abundance of
good leadership”. It was visible at the
conference with Her Majesty The
Gyaltsuen, as the Royal patron, open-
ing the conference and Bhutan’s Prime
Minister and citizens of influence join-
ing prominent conservation leaders at
the largest global meet of its kind.

The ambience of the conference,
and the spirit of the participants, was
elevated to a new high when His
Majesty The King joined the partici-
pants in an informal moment after the
conference. Participants of the confer-
ence agreed that, as the patron of the
Tiger Conservation Coalition, Her
Majesty The Gyaltsuen has triggered a
triple win ~ for the tiger, for nature, and
for the people. This is particularly
meaningful because it overshadows
the triple crisis ~ climate change, bio-
diversity loss, and pollution.

Another unique feature of the con-
ference is that tigers are showing the
way for the phenomenon of survival.
This magnificent beast is fighting its
way back from what was feared as an
eminent extinction. It is not a small
fight. Sadly, nothing matches the trag-
edy of human greed and we see in the
lucrative black-market value of every
part of the tiger. Tigers are better kno-
wn today as inmates of a zoo and even
tiger farms that breed tigers for com-
mercial trade. Of the nine sub-species
of tigers in the world, three of them
have gone extinct.  and currently, there
is an estimated 5,574 tigers in the 13
tiger range countries. 

Even as the tiger population is de-
pleting in many countries the Bengal
Tiger is growing in numbers. If we
could understand “tiger talk”, they are
likely to tell us that Bhutan is an ideal
home. Our protected biological corri-
dors provide the space for tigers to
roam from one corner of the country to
another, from lush subtropical jungles
to the highest Alpine ranges that the
tiger has ever climbed.
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Karnataka Crucible

As votes are cast in the third phase of the general
elections today, in Karnataka, where the remain-
ing 14 of its 28 Lok Sabha constituencies go to

the polls, the spotlight sharply turns to the north of the
state. This follows the second phase on April 26, where
constituencies dominated by the Vokkaliga commu-
nity had their say. Today, it’s the turn of North Karna-
taka, a region where the Lingayat community has a
significant demographic and political influence. This
phase of elections is crucial, not just for the immediate
electoral outcomes but for the deeper political narra-
tives it may establish. The battle lines are drawn
between seasoned BJP stalwarts such as former chief
ministers Jagadish Shettar, Basavaraj Bommai, and
union minister Pralhad Joshi, against a younger
brigade from Congress, signalling a deliberate clash of
generations and ideologies. These contests underscore
a pivotal theme in Indian politics: the enduring tug-of-
war between traditional caste dynamics and the evolv-
ing aspirations of a new voter base. Historically, the
Lingayat community has been seen as a cornerstone
of electoral politics in Karnataka, wielding substan-
tial influence over election outcomes. Their vote has
often been perceived as a bloc that could make or
break political fortunes, particularly for the BJP. How-
ever, the strategic decision to field non-Lingayat can-
didates in places like Hubballi raises questions about
whether traditional loyalties will hold firm or give way
to broader issues such as development, governance,
and policy impact.

The “Modi factor” that the BJP leans on heavily is
tested here anew in the context of local socio-political
dynamics. Will the charisma of a national leader sway
voters in a region where local issues and identities are
deeply rooted? This election might provide some
answers, testing the waters for how far-reaching the
Prime Minister's appeal really is in the granular poli-
tics of Karnataka. Moreover, the introduction of
younger Congress candidates could potentially recal-
ibrate voter interest and expectations, particularly
among the youth and first-time voters. These candi-
dates bring with them a promise of change and a focus
on progressive governance, challenging the tradition-
al political narrative that has often been centred
around caste and community. As voiced by local lead-
ers and influential seers, there's a palpable call for a
shift towards meritocratic and development-orient-
ed politics, moving beyond the caste-driven electoral
strategies that have dominated the landscape. This
sentiment resonates with a broader national desire
for politics to transcend traditional boundaries and
focus on inclusive growth and governance.

As voters in North Karnataka head to the polls
today, they carry with them the potential to influence
not just the electoral map but the very nature of polit-
ical engagement in the region. Will they reinforce the
traditional caste equations, or will they pivot towards a
more issue-based voting pattern? The outcomes here
could signal a significant shift in how political parties
strategise and campaign in the future, not just in Kar-
nataka but across India.

Goa�s choice

Goa stands as a microcosm of the intricacies
between power and governance. With polling
for both the state’s Lok Sabha seats scheduled

for the third phase of the general election today, Goa
offers a fascinating glimpse into the complexities at
play. At the heart of the matter lies the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party's ambitious bid to secure both the North and
South Goa seats. Armed with a formidable electoral
apparatus and an overarching administrative control,
one would expect the BJP to glide effortlessly towards
victory. But the BJP’s quest is hamstrung by its own
governance record in the state. From the protracted
saga of iron ore mining to the challenges plaguing 
the tourism and agriculture sectors, the BJP govern-
ment's performance has not been up to the mark.
Despite promises of revival, mining remains at a
standstill, leaving a trail of economic devastation in
its wake. Meanwhile, other key sectors grapple with
issues ranging from unemployment to environmental
degradation. 

The opposition, particularly the Congress and its
allies, have capitalised on these governance issues,
presenting a united front against the BJP juggernaut.
By shifting the campaign spotlight onto the BJP’s
Achilles’ heel, they aim to erode the party’s electoral
stronghold. Veteran politicians like Ramakant Khalap
and Viriato Fernandes spearhead this charge, high-
lighting the BJP’s shortcomings while offering an alter-
native vision for Goa’s future. But amid the political
manoeuvring and electoral rhetoric, it’s the voices of
the people that truly resonate. Citizen disenchant-
ment is palpable, fuelled by a sense of disillusionment
with the status quo. 

The spectre of local displacement, deforestation,
and demographic shifts looms large, casting a shadow
over Goa’s once-idyllic landscape. Grassroots move-
ments like the Goa Bachao Andolan serve as a potent
reminder of the power of collective action in holding
the government accountable. In the face of mounting
challenges, chief minister Pramod Sawant’s attempts
at damage control appear strained. Promises to pre-
serve Goa’s identity ring hollow against a backdrop of
alleged corruption and unchecked development. In
these circumstances, will the BJP's reliance on the
Modi card, while formidable, be enough to sway voters
grappling with the harsh realities of everyday life?

Ultimately, the outcome of the elections will hinge
on more than just political rhetoric or electoral
machinery. It will reflect the collective aspirations and
frustrations of a populace wanting more from its lead-
ers. As Goa stands at a crossroads, it seeks to heed the
call of democracy and chart a course towards a brigh-
ter, more inclusive future. In the end, it is not just
about winning seats; it is about forging a path towards
genuine progress and prosperity for all Goans. The
coming weeks will tell India which of the contending
parties has presented a more convincing narrative to
the sunshine state’s voters. 
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The West has grudgingly ceded space to India�s growing heft in international affairs as
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SIR, The CBI’s official charge she-
et of the Manipur violence shows
the architect was more the state
government than the divided so-
ciety there. After the chargesheet
became public, the case of two
women of Kuki-Zomi community
being stripped naked and sexual-
ly assaulted by a mob in Meitei-
dominated Thoubal district of
Manipur has once again come
into limelight. Such a heinous act
was allowed to happen by the po-
lice there, which means that this
heinous act was carried out on
the orders of the State Home Min-
istry. The information that has
come out from the CBI charge
sheet is very disturbing. 

It has been mentioned that
when the mob was chasing these
women, they had managed to sit
inside a police gypsy parked on
the roadside. But when they ask-
ed the police to start the vehicle,
the police driver told them that
“there are no keys to the vehicle.”
What is surprising is that when
the crowd forcibly took the wom-

en out of the police jeep, the poli-
ce drove away. This embarrassing
video came to public notice two
months after the incident becau-
se internet services in Manipur
had been shut down during that
period. Now it is known why the
internet was disrupted ~ so that
the video of that misdeed does
not become public. Let me say
once again that what happened
in Manipur was not just a normal
violent incident. In fact, the entire
machinery of the state governm-
ent was engaged in the violence. 

Where else in the modern
world are more than 250 churches
burned or demolished in the
space of a few months? Is it possi-
ble for such a gruesome incident
to happen in the world’s largest
democracy?

Yours, etc., Jang Bahadur Singh,
Jamshedpur, 2 May.

RETIRING HURT

SIR, The column “Third Inning”
under the Now and Again section
in today's edition painted a rosy
picture. It is true that we prepare
ourselves for the second inning in

our first inning with so many illu-
sions attached. But, we stand dis-
illusioned in due course when we
experience the reality in our sec-
ond inning. The column presents
a narrative about the third
innings which is based on imagi-
nation to a great extent. Most
often, during the second inning
we remain so busy that we fail to
plan our post-retirement life in
advance. 

Moreover, we are not able to
pursue our hobbies through the

entire second inning. The end of
the second inning comes as a bolt
from the blue. As hobbies can not
be developed or revived overnight
~ time hangs heavy on some indi-
viduals. Further, it is not neces-
sary that children are well settled
by that time in all cases. 

Thus, the responsibilities do
not cease to exist for some. For
many, it is a shaky wait before
retiring hurt finally.

Yours, etc., Prasenjit Baidya,
Subhasgram, 5 May.

POWERLESS

SIR, This refers to the editorial
‘Women In Fray’. It is just not in
politics but in all walks of life that
women are made to feel as if they
they are not good enough. Indian
cultural traditions strongly make
the point that the first responsi-
bility of a woman is her home and
children. It is only now that some
are breaking the self-imposed
restrictions. 

Talk about lack of women
power in India and it is more than
likely some example in ancient
India will be provided to show the
equality of sexes in Bharat. All
political parties pay lip service to
the empowerment of women. The
women's reservation bill was
recently passed in parliament
with great fanfare. 

But the ground reality of
women sharing power is quite
different. A hundred such legisla-
tions may be passed but unless
the mindset of not just the men
but of women too changes, the
situation will not improve.

Yours, etc., Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai, 5 May.

A  complicit  state

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GOVIND
BHATTACHARJEE

The writer is a commentator,
author and academic.

Opinions expressed are
personal

About tigers
and much more

CRACKING DOWN

SIR,  The Apex court has rightly expressed anger at Uttarakhand’s
drug regulatory authority for its failure to act in time against those
companies that flout the rules. The verdict in Patanjali case should
be an eye-opener for the authorities who turn a blind eye to wilful
violators of food and drug safety. India has bagged the dubious
record of being the world capital of diabetes and life style dis-
eases.The number of diabetics has been fast growing. The false
promises of magical cure with unproved regimen made by unqual-
ified personnel would make things worse. That the foods that con-
tain sugar, salt and fats more than allowed levels are flooding mar-
kets is a matter of prime concern. The regulators should not fail to
arrest these dangerous trends. 

Yours, etc., Dr DVG Sankara Rao, Vizianagaram, 1 May.
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India is seldom kind to her aerial vis-
itors, and even Lieutenant d'Oisy has not
won her favour. Having enjoyed the
smiles of Dame Fortune until he reached
Karachi, his good luck had a setback on
the day he intended leaving, for his
machine was found to be 'slightly dam-
aged, and his departure had to be delayed
by a day. The necessary repairs, however,
were soon made, and if all goes well he
should be in Cal-cutta during the week-
end. Meanwhile, Squadron-Leader
MacLaren is still hors de combat at Parlu
awaiting spares from Baghdad, which are
expected to arrive within the next few
days. Should, however, his engine still
prove unsatisfactory, he will have to wait
for the new engine which has been dis-
patched overland from England, and this
will mean a further delay of at least
another fortnight. The news of the Amer-
ican world fliers is bad, for after the
reports of adverse weather conditions in
the region of the Aleutian Islands, Reuter
now wires that Major Martin, the leader
of the expedition, has disappeared. He
was . last seen at Chinuik, and it is feared
that owing to 1 storms he has been forced
to land the bleak and uninhabited Alaska
Peninsula. It so, it may be weeks  before
any definite news of his whereabouts fil-
ters through, but if he has had to descend
in the sea, there is small chance of his
being saved, for there is very little ship-
ping in those latitudes. Another big flight
which is engaging but scant attention is
being carried out by two Portuguese offi-
cers whose destination is Macao in
China. Relying, perhaps, on the axiom
that the air knows no frontiers, they omit-
ted to obtain visées for their passports,
with the result that they are detained in
Persia. It is to be hoped that the unsym-
pathetic attitude of Persian officials will
be recompensed by an easy passage
across India, which has up till now been a
veritable land of regrets for flying men.

ELECTION MOVE?

EFFECT ON
COMMERCIAL
RELATIONS

AN official Soviet source in London
states that it became known in Berlin
last week that a German secret monar-
chist organisation intended to commit
some outrage against the Soviet
Embassy on the eve of the elections with
the object of influencing their course.
The raid is represented as carrying into
the effect plans previously prepared.

Secret uniformed police, it is
alleged, with the object of searching for a
fugitive criminal, spent four hours in.
the building, breaking open safes land
examining official correspondence.

The statement adds that this Set of
violence will probably, reset, upon Ger-
mano-Soviet commercial relations.

REICHSTAG PROBLEM

DIFFICUITY OF THE
TWO-THIRDS
MAJORITY
"TIMES" SPECIAL SERVICE.

THE new Reichstag meets in about
three weeks, and until then the present
Government carries on. Meanwhile, says
the Times Berlin correspondent, it may be
stated definitely that no combination of
parties will be capable of securing the two-
thirds majority necessary for the execution
of the Experts' report. The Government still
thinks it can revive a great Coalition which
might control some 229 votes but it would
be confronted by an Opposition which
would number at the best 180 and at the
worst 219, but even here the two-thirds
majority would not be possible.

In addition, under the requirements
of the Experts' report, not one but several
alterations in the constitution will be nec-
essary each involving a two- thirds major-
ity. The outlook for the continuity of Ger-
many's present Foreign policy is therefore
not a very healthy one as any conceivable
Government would probably suffer a
defeat on the Exports' report at a very
early stage, and in that case it is presumed
that another election would be held.

RUHR RAILWAYS

PROFITS WHILE
STOCK IS
DEPRECIATING

DISCUSSING the French railway
régime in the occupied German territory,
the times  Cologne correspondent admits
that it is at present working most profitably,
but shows that this is simply due to the
methods of putting nothing into the con-
cern and taking everything out. No attempts
are being made to provide for the future.

The French personnel cares little what
damage is done to the "Bosche" railway
stock or stations and even the German per-
sonnel are not told to respect railway prop-
erty. No provision is being made for repairs,
replacements, renewals, developments, or
rolling stock. The latter is already in poor
condition despite the constant supplies of
new material.

Unoccupied territory is doomed to
steady depreciation.
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NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS

8 Be master of hot early swing

(4,4)

9 Jazz tune is up for associates

(6)

10 Music genre heard racing

across the Atlantic 

(4)

11 Blues or pop singer catches

finale from The Jam 

(10)

12 Stride number about crush

(4,2)

14 Single backing track about

German with sin 

(8)

15 Funk from a person by

boisterous area of town 

(7)

17 Rag time ally abroad

welcomes, giving a wave 

(7)

20 Rocking A-side he includes

very tacky 

(8)

22 Charm of baroque tuba:

euphony in extremis! 

(6)

23 Love loud tango � what

about gospel�s wrong? 

(3,3,4)

24 Kelvin and Duke, say,

pirouetting to bop 

(4)

25 Singer�s feature in garage

thus captivates you 

(6)

26 Did dub blend, one in an

innovative style (8)

DOWN

1 Orchestral instrument from

my supermarket 

(8)

2 Avant-garde piece from

talented gypsy 

(4)

3 Country song oddly about

drug: moving ecstasy 

(6)

4 E.g. a little Calypso number

turned up, keeping variable

speed (7)

5 Nothing in set due to change

with ten DJs 

(8)

6 Maybe salsa dancing in Samoa

creates addiction 

(10)

7 Revive electronic R&B covers,

also on the rise 

(6)

13 Elegiac classical artist fitting

clothing the wrong way 

(10)

16 Member of girl group on

track as support for Stevie

Wonder? 

(5,3)

18 Look up engaging American

metal performances 

(8)

19 Folk star�s alarming words 

(7)

21 Thrash from French heavy

metal artist�s empty (6)

22 Hot Egyptian soul piece 

(6)

24 Pop group from 3 bringing

down a cake (4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26

CROSSWORD

S C R A M B L E B E H A V E
T E A I R E I
R O D I N V I G O R A T E
U R N E T D T
N E E D L E S S H E W I N G
G S Y T E A A
O U S T D O U B L E T I M E
U O C L E U
T I E T H E K N O T R A M P

N E N O F N H
S H A M E D I D O L A T E R

U P U L U I A
M O O N S T R U C K G U T
A L E S E E E

I N G E A R S T U D E N T S

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

NO-292772

HARSHA KAKAR

S
ince 17 April, pro-Palestine sit-
in demonstrations have
impacted multiple American
universities, bringing educa-

tion to a standstill.  Riot police
employed force to take down protes-
tors’ encampments while arresting
thousands. Clashes between students
and riot police are being reported
across the US as also between pro-
Palestine and pro-Israel demonstra-
tors. Protests on this scale were last
witnessed during the Vietnam war.
Within days, protests spread to uni-
versities in the UK, Canada, France
and Australia. In most countries, riot
police were called in to quell the
protests. 

Protesting students are accusing
Israel of committing ‘genocide’ in
Gaza while demanding that educa-
tional institutions ‘divest’ from busi-
nesses linked with Israel as also com-
panies providing military equipment
to them. Most US universities invest
their funding, donations as also earn-
ings, in shares of major companies
including defence suppliers. Brown,
Northwestern and Rutgers universi-
ties are the few to have come to an
agreement with protestors.

Authorities classify these
demonstrations as anti-Semitic, and
controlled by ‘professional protes-
tors.’ Professionals guiding protests
is a global phenomenon and not a
discovery of the West. Professionally
organized protests in India, funded
by anti-India organizations and lob-
bies abroad, when quelled by
employment of police power led to
India being accused of ‘subverting
freedom of speech’ and lowering its
‘democratic credentials.’ Why are
those institutions and nations, which
questioned India,  silent now?
Hypocrisy!  

In the US, even professors were
manhandled and treated worse than
criminals, but not a single entity
objected. Universities across the West
are threatening students with suspen-
sion if they do not terminate their
protests. Not a single voice was raised
in support of demonstrating students
but many had supported protesting
Indian students and farmers.

Even President Biden backed the
crackdown mentioning, “Dissent must
never lead to disorder.” He added,
“Vandalism, trespassing, breaking
windows, shutting down campuses,
forcing cancellation of classes and
graduation — none of this is a peace-
ful protest. Threatening people, intim-
idating people, instilling fear in people
is not a peaceful protest.”

But this is exactly what the US
condemned as suppressing ‘freedom
of speech and right to protest’ when
India cracked down on Shaheen Bagh,
JNU and farmers’ protests. Why these
double standards?  

In the US, Green Party presiden-
tial candidate Jill Stein was amongst

those arrested and handcuffed. There
was not a word of criticism or support
in the media. The suspension of Rahul
Gandhi from parliament by courts
resulted in a series of comments by
US and European government
spokespersons and their media.

The US media, which led the
charge against the Indian government
in its handling of different protests, is
currently backing employment of
force rather than negotiations. The
New York Times had a headline,
‘Crackdowns at four college protests
lead to more than 200 arrests.’ CNN’s
headline said, ‘How universities are
cracking down on a swell of tension
months into student protests over
Israel’s bombardment of Gaza.’ The
Washington Post said, ‘How a Colum-
bia protest sparked a student revolt.’

In no case were authorities
accused of employing brute force,
e v e n  t h o u g h  v i d e o s  e m e r g i n g
from campuses showed use of dis-
proportionate force by riot police
against peaceful protestors. There
w e re  n o  t w e e t s  b a c k i n g  t h e

‘peaceful protestors’ from Rihana,
Greta Thunberg, Malala and Mia
Khalifa.

In contrast, the New York Times
headline on the farmers’ protest in
India, despite the government avoid-
ing employing force, said: ‘Modi’s
response to farmer protests in India
stirs fears of a pattern.’ The Washing-
ton Post had a headline, ‘Protesting
farmers are teaching India a hard - but
much needed - lesson.’ CNN stated,
‘Angry farmers once forced India’s
hardline leader into a rare retreat.’
Rihana tweeted, ‘why aren’t we talk-
ing about this?! #FarmersProtest.’ Mia
Khalifa tweeted, ‘I stand with the
farmers.’ India was singled out
because the farmers' protests were
largely Western-funded and profes-
sionally managed.

During the Jawaharlal Nehru uni-
versity protests of 2016, the Washing-
ton Post’s  headline said, ‘Indian stu-
dents called it free speech. The gov-
ernment called it sedition.’ The New
York Times mentioned, ‘Sedition
arrests in India inflame old free-
speech tensions.’ Should we not won-
der why the same concept of ‘free
speech’ becomes ‘anti-Semitism’
when it comes to continental US and
other European campuses?

Western media avoided com-
menting on the crackdown in US uni-
versities. However, they feel it is their
right to comment when protests arise
in other nations. The BBC supported
the US government when it head-
lined, ‘Columbia students defy dead-
line to disband pro-Palestinian
encampment.’ Al Jazeera did defend
the protestors when it said, ‘Genera-
tion gap: What student protests say
about US politics, Israel support.’

The US State  depar tment,
which finds fault with every other
democracy, including India on free-
dom of  speech,  wi l l  maintain

silence and blame protestors in
campuses ignoring police high-
handedness and use of dispropor-
tionate force. While both Trump and
Biden support Israel, it is likely that
the brutal crackdown will impact
Biden more than Trump.

India was amongst a few nations
which showed the US the mirror, but
only gently, when its spokesperson
mentioned, “we are all judged by what
we do at home and not what we say
abroad.” Indian media reaction was
also not at the level expected, possibly
due to ongoing elections. Comments
from the Indian spokesperson should
have been more forthright.

In Germany police employed
force to break up pro-Palestinian
demonstrations at Humboldt Univer-
sity, Berlin, which comments on Indi-
an democracy.

In Canada, protestors established
encampments in multiple university
campuses. Demands are being raised
to employ force to evict them. Justin
Trudeau had mentioned during his
bilateral with PM Modi during the G20
summit, “Canada will always defend
freedom of expression, freedom of
conscience, and freedom of peaceful
protest and it is extremely important
to us.”

India must remind Canada that
the freedoms which Trudeau has
sworn to protect must not be tam-
pered with. Further, there would be
many Indian-origin students amongst
those protesting for whom the gov-
ernment would be naturally con-
cerned, as Trudeau was during the
farmers’ protests.

It is payback time for India. Keep-
ing quiet and displaying niceties is
never globally appreciated. No nation
would thank India for not comment-
ing on their internal matters.       

(The writer is a retired Major-General of the
Indian Army.)

MALEEHA LODHI

I
ncreased diplomatic engagement
between the US and China has
helped to bring down the temper-
ature in their fraught relationship.

But it has not yielded any agreement
on the key issues that divide them and
drive tensions in their intense strate-
gic competition — Taiwan, the war in
Ukraine, trade, technology curbs and
military postures, especially in the
South China Sea.

The visit of the US secretary of
state to Beijing in late April was part of
the effort to improve communication
and contain tensions between the two
countries. Antony Blinken’s trip took
place against a mixed background of
escalating tensions but also modest
advances in cooperation and commu-
nication in certain areas.

This resulted from the meeting
last November between Presidents Joe
Biden and Xi Jinping on the sidelines of
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
forum in San Francisco. Their first face-
to-face meeting in over a year pro-
duced a tentative thaw in frosty ties. It
led to restoration of high-level military-
to-military contacts, suspended by Bei-
jing in 2020, and agreement on count-
er-narcotics cooperation.

Last month, the two leaders also
spoke on the phone. Increased dia-
logue was reflected in the conversa-
tion between the defence ministers
and US Treasury secretary Janet
Yellen’s visit to China last month. The
first talks on artificial intelligence
between the two countries are due to
take place in coming weeks.

But just hours before Blinken’s
arrival in Beijing, the US Congress
approved billions of dollars of assis-

tance for Taiwan and to counter China
in the so-called Indo-Pacific region.
This was part of a $61bn aid package
that included funding for Ukraine and
Israel. It also involved the requirement
for TikTok’s Chinese parent company
to sell its stake in the social media
platform or face a ban in America. In
election year, US officials have threat-
ened higher tariffs on Chinese
imports, with Biden calling for tripling
tariffs on Chinese steel and alumini-
um — clearly as part of his re-election
campaign.

Not surprisingly, Blinken was told
at the outset of his trip that the US had
to choose between cooperation and
confrontation. China’s Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi said during the talks that
while dialogue and cooperation had
increased in “various fields”, “negative
factors” in the relationship are “still
rising and accumulating”. He warned
against any transgression of China’s
red lines. A Chinese foreign ministry
statement said Wang also criticised

Washington for taking “an endless
stream of measures to suppress
China’s economy, trade, science and
technology”, aimed at containment of
China.

But he acknowledged “the China-
US relationship is beginning to sta-
bilise” and called for progress in areas
where the two countries agreed. This
was echoed by Blinken, who said the
US “seeks to deepen cooperation
where our interests align”, while reaf-
firming US commitment to “main-
taining and strengthening lines of
communication to advance that agen-
da and deal responsibly with differ-
ences to avoid any miscalculations”.

The high point of Blinken’s visit
was of course the meeting with Presi-
dent Xi. That the Chinese president
received him indicated Beijing’s desire
to calm tensions with Washington.
Warning against “vicious competition”,
President Xi told Blinken that the US
and China should be partners and not
rivals — who “help each other succeed

and not harm each other”. China, he
said, wants to see a “confident, open
and prosperous United States” but
expected the US to see China’s devel-
opment in a positive light. According
to a statement issued by the Chinese
foreign ministry, Xi also told Blinken
that both sides “should honour words
with actions rather than say one thing
and do another”. He called for “mutual
coexistence” and emphasised the need
to follow through on what was agreed
between him and President Biden in
San Francisco to improve bilateral rela-
tions.

The readout from the American
side was that Blinken conveyed US
concerns on a number of issues, espe-
cially China’s military assistance to
Russia in the Ukraine war. Speaking
to the media before the meeting, he
said Russia “would struggle to sustain
its assault on Ukraine without China’s
support”, pointing out that Beijing
supplied machine tools and several
dual-use items critical for Russia’s
defence industry. This posed a threat
not just to Ukraine but also to Europe
and was a red line for Washington. He
said after the meeting the US will wait
to see how China addresses this con-
cern, warning that sanctions could be
imposed if Beijing did not respond.
This injected a jarring note into the
otherwise positive atmospherics of
Blinken’s trip.

The Chinese reaction was pre-
dictably sharp. A foreign ministry
spokesman rejected “groundless” US
accusations as an effort to shift blame,
while Wang made it clear that “China
is neither the creator of the Ukraine
crisis nor a party to it”. But days later,
Washington went ahead and sanc-
tioned several Chinese companies for

supplying Russia with components for
military use.

Nevertheless, Blinken’s visit
reflected an effort by both sides to sta-
bilise the relationship and limit the
turbulence and volatility that have
come to characterise Sino-US ties. But
beyond this effort to ease tensions,
which is important, there was no evi-
dence of any narrowing of differences
between the two sides on core issues.
Moreover, the run-up to the US presi-
dential election in November is likely
to see a significant amount of China-
bashing, given the political consensus
and popular sentiment in America
that advocates a tougher posture
towards Beijing. Both Biden and Don-
ald Trump can be expected to vie with
each other in striking a more aggres-
sive stance on China.

Taiwan will continue to be a dan-
gerous flashpoint in the US-China
confrontation, especially as the region
surrounding it is bristling with height-
ened military activity. The military
build-up and a series of recent inci-
dents in the South China Sea also
present obvious risks. The resumption
of high-level military contacts
between China and the US will be
important to enable the two countries
to reduce the risk of any inadvertent
or accidental conflict.

Even if the recent US-China
diplomatic engagement has not pro-
duced any breakthroughs on con-
tentious issues, it indicates that nei-
ther side wants unmanaged tensions
to push the two countries onto a colli-
sion course, which would have unpre-
dictable consequences for them as
well as the rest of the world.

Dawn/ANN.

Campus protests reveal
the West�s hypocrisy

Is de-escalation in Sino-US ties possible?
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THUMBNAILS Stock market closes in a mix;

PFC, REC, IREDA suffer loss
Sensex was 17 points, or 0.02 per cent, higher at 73,895.54, while the Nifty 50 closed 33 points, 0.15 per cent , lower at 22,442.70
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY

S
tock market on Monday
closed in a mix with
shares of select heavy-
weights being the top

drags on the key indices.
At the close, Sensex was 17

points, or 0.02 per cent, high-
er at 73,895.54, while the Nifty
50 closed 33 points, 0.15 per
cent , lower at 22,442.70.

Amid the positive global
cues, the market benchmarks
ended on a lacklustre note with
ongoing concerns about over-
valuation in the absence of new
positive catalysts and amidst
mixed Q4 earnings reports.

Among Sectors, PSU Bank
index lost the most, shed 3.7
per cent whereas Reality index
outperformed gained over 2.5
per cent. Technically, after a
gap up opening the benchmark
indices witnessed profit book-
ing at higher levels.

Among PSU financials,
Punjab National Bank, Bank

of Baroda, Canara Bank, Bank
of India, State Bank of India,
Union Bank of India, and
UCO Bank dropped between
2 per cent and 5 per cent .

On the Nifty 50 index, Titan,
SBI, and Reliance Industries
ended as the top drags. Select
banking and IT heavyweights
such as Kotak Mahindra Bank,
TCS, ICICI Bank, and Infosys
supported the index the most. 

Titan share price fell over
7 per cent after it reported
weaker-than-expected Q4
numbers. On the other hand,
shares of Kotak Mahindra
Bank jumped 5 per cent ,
buoyed by its March quarter
results.

Paytm shares fell over 4.5
per cent after the digital pay-
ments and financial services
firm announced the resigna-
tion of its COO and presi-
dent, Bhavesh Gupta, via a reg-
ulatory filing over the week-
end.

Bhavesh Gupta's resigna-
tion comes just ahead of

Paytm's scheduled announce-
ment of the March quarter
results for fiscal year 2024.

After the RBI 's draft guide-
lines on project financing,

shares of REC Ltd, Power
Finance Corporation Ltd.
(PFC) and Indian Renewable
Energy Development Agency
(IREDA) plunged as much as

11 per cent .
The RBI guidelines men-

tioned that 5 per cent gener-
al provision should be made
on all existing and fresh proj-

ect loans, which are in the con-
struction phase.

Analysts at JM Financial
Institutional Securities believe
that this will lead to a signif-
icant increase in provisioning
requirement and will result in
lower returns for lenders in
project finance and reduce
incremental appetite for such
exposures, if implemented in
current form.

However, the analysts at
CLSA ( capital markets and
investment group) believe
that there will be no impact
on PFC's and Rural Electrifi-
cation Corporation Limited's
(REC's) profit & loss (P&L)
though the proposed norms
will be a drag on their capital
adequacy.

Mid and smallcap seg-
ments suffered deeper losses
as the BSE Midcap index fell
0.95%, while the BSE Small-
cap index suffered a loss of 1.06
per cent .

The overall market capi-
talisation of the firms listed on

the BSE dropped to nearly Rs
403.4 lakh crore from Rs 406.2
lakh crore in the previous ses-
sion.

The global stocks ticked
higher on renewed bets that
the Federal Reserve would
likely ease interest rates this
year.

Yen weakened after a strong
surge last week from Tokyo's
suspected currency inter-
vention.

Europe's broadest stock
index rose 0.4 per cent while
S&P 500 and Nasdaq futures
added 0.2 per cent each in a
positive sign for the Wall Street
open later on.

Oil prices were also in focus
on the prospects of Saudi Ara-
bian price hikes and rising ten-
sions in the Middle East

Data on Monday also
showed that China’s services
activity expansion slowed a
touch amid rising costs, but
growth in new orders accel-
erated and business senti-
ment rose.

New Dueler All-Terrain 002:

Bridgestone India launched

the Dueler All-Terrain (A/T)

002 tyre with enhanced

grip and stability. The Duel-

er A/T002 is the latest

innovation in tyre technol-

ogy tailored for a seamless

on-road and off-road expe-

rience. Dueler A/T002 is

the latest addition to

Bridgestone�s Dueler

range especially designed

for SUVs & 4X4 offering

excellent wet and dry grip

& handling, superior wear

life. This new generation,

premium quality tyre is

specially designed to

enhance off-road capabili-

ties without compromising

on-road performance, set-

ting a new benchmark for

all-terrain driving.

India�s Services Purchas-

ing Managers� Index soft-

ens to 60.8, remains stur-

dy: India's Services Pur-

chasing Managers' Index

softened in April but

remained sturdy on

robust domestic and for-

eign demand, lifting busi-

ness confidence to a

three-month high, a

recent survey has said.

According to the survey

compiled by S&P Global,

the HSBC final India Ser-

vices Purchasing Man-

agers' Index, fell to 60.8 in

April from 61.2 in March,

confounding a preliminary

estimate for a rise to

61.7. Despite the decline

in the headline reading,

the figure still marked

one of the fastest growth

rates in just under 14

years. Activity in the serv-

ices sector has been

above the 50-mark sepa-

rating growth from con-

traction since August

2021. The report further

said that the favourable

market conditions and

buoyant demand pushed

the new business sub-

index to a three-month

high, the third-highest in

around 14 years. "India's

service activity rose at

a slightly softer pace in

April, backed by a fur-

ther rise in new orders,

with notable strength in

domestic demand," said

Pranjul Bhandari, chief

India economist at

HSBC. "Although new

export orders remained

robust, they showed a

slight moderation from

March."

Indian delegation holds Joint Trade
Committee meet with Ghana counterparts
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY

A seven-member delegation
from India held a Joint Trade
Committee (JTC) meeting
with their Ghanaian coun-
terparts in Accra, the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry
said on Monday.   

The delegation was led
by Additional Secretary,
Department of Commerce,
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of
India, Amardeep Singh Bha-
tia accompanied by High
Commissioner of India to
Republic of Ghana, Manish
Gupta and Economic Advis-
er, Department of Commerce,
Priya P. Nair.

The JTC was co-chaired by

Deputy Minister for Trade
and Industry, Republic of
Ghana, Michael Okyere-Baafi;
and Additional Secretary,
Department of Commerce,
Amardeep Singh Bhatia.

In a comprehensive dia-
logue, both sides undertook
a detailed review of recent
developments in bilateral
trade and investment ties
and acknowledged the vast

untapped potential for further
expansion. 

Both sides agreed to work
expeditiously towards the
operationalization of Uni-
fied Payment Interface (UPI)
of National Payments Cor-
poration of (NPCI) on Ghana’s
Ghana Interbank Payment
and Settlement Systems
(GHIPSS) within a period of
6 months. 

Further, both sides delved
into discussions regarding
the possibilities of a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) on Digital transfor-
mation Solutions; Local Cur-
rency Settlement System and
also deliberated on the oppor-
tunities offered by African
Continental Free Trade Agree-
ment (AfCFTA).

They identified several
areas of focus for enhancing
both bilateral trade as well as
mutually beneficial invest-
ments. These include coop-
eration in pharmaceuticals,
healthcare, information and
communication technology,
agriculture and food pro-
cessing, renewable energy,
power sector, digital econo-
my and digital infrastruc-
ture, critical minerals, textiles
and garments, etc.

A business delegation led
by Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) also accom-
panied the official delega-
tion with representatives from
the varied sectors including
power, fintech, Telecommu-
nications, electrical machin-
ery, pharmaceuticals sectors. 

E-Rupee has transformative potential,
scope for digitisation of payments: RBI Guv
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das on Mon-
day said, “e-Rupee has trans-
formative potential and sees
considerable scope for digiti-
sation of payments.” 

"Going forward, other instru-
ments like commercial papers
and certificates of deposits
will be tried out in the pilots
along with securities tokeni-
sation features," he added.  

RBI is working to make its
digital currency available with-
out being dependent on inter-
net access, Das said. 

While speaking at the BIS
Innovation Summit 2024, at
Basel, Switzerland, Governor
Das said, RBI may try usage of
Central Bank Digital Curren-
cy (CBDC) in commercial
papers and certificates of
deposits going forward on a pilot
basis.

The RBI Governor also high-
lighted that the private digital
currencies are potentially dan-

gerous, and the CBDC is a
safer alternative.

He said that so far the cen-
tral bank has gained significant
insights from the two pilots on
various aspects such as design,
technology, and user behaviour.
These insights are facilitating
scalability, resilience and vagili-
ty of CBDCs system.

"The pilot is also enabling
us to make informed deci-
sions like positioning the
CBDCs alongside the UPI,"
Das added.

“India is one of the few
economies to experiment with
a digital currency backed by a
central bank, even as developed
nations tread cautiously. The
country expanded the use of
its digital currency on a pilot
basis, with at least 1.3 million

customers and 300,000 mer-
chants using it. CBDC usage
in India has reached 1 million
a day, but people still prefer using
instant mobile payments
mode,” Das said.

“The key objective of the
pilots has been a change in con-
sumer behaviour vis-a-vis
bank deposits — we need
many more transactions to
understand its wider economic
effects, especially on monetary
policy and the banking system,”
he added. 

The central bank had
launched the wholesale pilot
of CBDC on November 1, 2022,
to settle trades of G-Secs using
the digital rupee. Further, the
retail CBDC pilot was started
on December 1, 2022. 

In the latest MPC announce-
ment last month, the RBI pro-
posed allowing non-bank pay-
ments system operators (PSOs)
to offer CBDC (Central Bank
Digital Currency) wallets in
order to make CBDC-R (Retail)
more accessible to a broader
segment of users.

Startup Corner: IIM grad makes fortune out of
IoT-enabled door-to-door garbage collection
RITWIK MUKHERJEE
KOLKATA, 6 MAY

Who knew garbage collection
would one day reach such a
height, where technology
would play an important
role? But now it’s for anyone
to see. Jaipur-headquartered
WeVOIS Labs Pvt Ltd, a trail-
blazing solid waste man-
agement company, for
instance, is reshaping the
industry landscape since its
founding in 2018 by IIM
Ahmedabad graduate
Abhishek Gupta and LIF &
Acumen member Abhinav
Shekhar Vashistha.

Inspired by the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, WeVOIS
embarked on a mission to
revolutionize waste man-
agement and significantly
improve the living condi-
tions of sanitation workers.
They introduced an inte-
grated approach that includes
a cutting-edge navigation
app, comprehensive training
sessions, and better wages for
sanitation staff. This robust
strategy boosted waste col-
lection efficiency dramatically
from 40 per cent to an impres-
sive 95 per cent. It was no
mean an achievement!

Moreover, WeVOIS lever-
ages advanced IoT technol-
ogy to offer real-time track-
ing of waste vehicle fleets,
ensuring seamless coordi-
nation between municipal
authorities and residents for
timely and efficient waste dis-
posal. Their commitment to
a circular economy drives
them to provide eco-friend-
ly waste management solu-
tions, aiming to enhance
urban cleanliness and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

Speaking to The Statesman
exclusively, Abhishek Gupta,
Founder, WeVOIS Labs Pvt
Ltd, narrates their mission-
driven journey to revolu-
tionise waste management
and significantly improve
their living conditions of
sanitation workers and spells
out the journey forward.

Excerpts:
Q: What made you get

into solid waste man-

agement? How grave is the
situation when it comes
to solid waste manage-
ment in India?

Gupta: Poor waste man-
agement in India is a critical
problem that leads to envi-
ronmental contamination
and poses a threat to human
health. Each year, the nation
produces approximately 62
million metric tonne of waste,
yet only 40 million metric
tonne (or 70 per cent) are actu-
ally gathered. The lack of
proper waste management
has a significant influence on
both the population and the
environment. When we
realised that the situation
was so grave and there was
an urgent need to do some-
thing about it, we decided to
get into this. So there was a
social cause and there was a
huge gap and there was scope
to make a business or revenue
model out of this gap.

Q: So what was the ini-
tial objective and purpose
with which you founded
this company nearly six
years ago, in 2018?

Gupta: In order to direct-
ly address this challenge,
WeVOIS was founded in 2018
by Abhishek Gupta, a grad-
uate of IIM Ahmedabad, and
Abhinav Shekhar Vashistha,
a member of LIF & Acumen.
Driven by the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, our objective was
unambiguous: to lead a rev-
olutionary shift in the waste
management sector and
improve the living condi-
tions of sanitation workers.
An integrated solution was
introduced by us, consisting
of a navigation app, training
sessions, and enhanced wages

for workers. Implementing
this comprehensive strategy
resulted in a significant
increase in the efficiency of
waste collection, rising from
40 per cent to an astonish-
ing 95 per cent. In addition,
the technology, which we
developed, promises to pro-
vide real-time tracking for
waste vehicle fleets, enabling
smooth coordination
between municipal author-
ities and citizens for rub-
bish disposal with sched-
uled pickups.

Q: What does WeVOIS
Labs do now with this
objective?

Gupta: We at WeVOIS offer
you with IoT enabled Door
to Door waste collection
services on primarily cater-
ing to municipal bodies
responsible for managing
waste. We believe in dealing
with the problems of waste
from its core and have devel-
oped domestic waste col-
lection services to provide
ease and convenience to our
customers. With our Smart
Home Card placed outside
your humble abode we make
sure that our helpers reach
your doorstep in a timely
manner and make your expe-
rience with us neat and sat-
isfying. Majority of waste
collected generally is dumped
into the landfill sites there-
by causing emission of harm-
ful gases and thereby polluting
the environment. To avoid the
dumping of waste at landfill
sites we at WeVOIS with the
help of municipal bodies
piloted a Materials Recovery
Facility (MRF) that receives,
separates and prepares recy-
clable materials and pro-

vides efficient segregation
in Sikar, Rajasthan. We have
designed a route manager
software that decides the
optimum route for our helpers
to reach your doorstep and
provide on time service. A
mobile app with a well-
defined alert management
system enables you to get
notified every time before the
scheduled pickup.

Under SBM 2016 rule,
every user has to pay user
charges for Door to Door
waste collection to munici-
pal bodies and we help them
to collect the user charges
which helps us in providing
sustainable operations and
also in efficient service.

Q: What are the most
significant impacts that
your technology has had
on the society and oth-
erwise, since the incep-
tion of the company?
And how did it meet the
basic objectives with
which the company was
founded?

Gupta: The WeVOIS plat-
form has had a significant
impact and has the poten-
tial for widespread expansion
in cities throughout India.
WeVOIS has had a beneficial
effect on the environment for
more than 2.5 million peo-
ple in 18 cities, including
Jaipur, Dehradun, Sikar,
Gwalior, and Jaisalmer.
WeVOIS has shown an
impressive 250 per cent
increase in growth com-
pared to the previous year,
as well as a significant 60 per
cent increase in acquiring
new customers in the last six
months. This demonstrates
WeVOIS's strong dedication
to making a difference.
Notably, WeVOIS sets itself
apart in a sector where com-
panies are spending a lot of
money by becoming prof-
itable from the very begin-
ning of its activities. This
highlights the company's
commitment to both pro-
moting social change and cre-
ating a business model that
can be expanded, a philos-
ophy strongly supported by
us--its founders.

I, DEBASMITA Sett, D/o.
Soumendu Chatterjee, W/o.
Pinaky Sett, residing at 50,
Satchasi Para Road,
Kolkata-700002 shall hence-
forth be known as
Debasmita Chatterjee as
declared before the First

Class Judicial Magistrate,
5th Court, Sealdah vide
Affidavit No. 4082 dated 22-
04-2024. Debasmita Sett and
Debasmita Chatterjee both
are same and identical 
person.

I, SUHA Mukherjee / Suha
Mukhopadhyay, D/o.
Swarup Mukherjee,
address: Metro-COI-A, Brojo

Nath Lahiri Lane, P.O.:
Santragachi, Howrah-
711104, have changed my
name to Kriti Mukherjee
vide affidavit under First
Class Municipal Court,
Judicial Magistrate,
Howrah, dated: 07-03-2024.
Henceforth Kriti Mukherjee
and Suha Mukherjee / Suha
Mukhopadhyay same and
identical person.

I, MALAY Singha, S/o. Lt.
Narayan Kumar Singha,
residing at Sonatorepara
Suri, Birbhum in the Court of
1st Class Judicial
Magistrate Suri, Birbhum,
vide Affidavit No. 490 date
04-05-24, declare that Malay
Singha, Malay Sinha and
Malay Kumar Sinha is same
one and identical person.

TENDER No. WBTBCL-
202405-0006 — West Bengal
Text Book Corporation
Limited invites offer for dif-
ferent printing and binding
materials through E-Tender.
For details / any amend-
ment please see the web-
site: www.wbtextbook
corporation.org.in and
www.wbtenders.gov.in

WBTBCL-202405-0007 —
West Bengal Text Book
Corporation Ltd. invites
sealed offer to ascertain the
rate for Low Temperature
Pigment Free Hot Melt
Adhesive. For details please
visit: www.wbtextbook
corporation.org.in &amp;
www.wbtenders.gov.in

WBTBCL-202405-0008 —
West Bengal Text Book
Corporation Ltd. invites
sealed offer to ascertain the
rate for side coated white
folding box board and Gloss
Art paper. For details please
visit: www.wbtextbook
corporation.org.in &
www.wbtenders.gov.in

Classified
situation
vacant

situation
vacantCOURT NOTICE

change of
name

TENDERS

Before the Ld. District Delegate at
Barrackpore, North 24 Pgs.

Misc. Case No. 310/2019 (Probate)
Sri Suryanandan Shahi;

… Petitioner
This is to inform in general that Late Vidya Shahi,
S/o. Late Bisnu Shahi, of Deopura,  P.S.: Rasulpur,
Dist.: Saran, executed  a will on 16-03-1993 for
transferring his property in favour of his nephew
namely  Suryanandan Shahi, S/o. Lt. Adya Shahi
of 14, B.T. Road, P.O.: Titagarh, P.S.: Khardah to
take probate of the aforesaid will. The Petitioner
has filed this instant Misc Case in above court. If
anybody has any objection in this matter then
please raise objection before the Ld. Court with-
in 30 days from the date of publication of this
Notice, otherwise law will be prevailed its own
course.

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY
State: Bihar, District: Chappra Saran, P.S.:
Rasulpur, P.S. No.-515, Mouza-Deopura, R.S.
Khatian No. 191, 862, 101, 381, 364, 448, 6, 135, 315,
123, 305, 488, 319, 270, 32, 95, 500, 277, 2, 22, 395,
261, 499, 467, R.S. Dag No.-968, 973, 715, 998, 1317,
1372, 303, 304, 184685, 1718, 463, 485, 487, 548, 582,
532, 388, 315, 1718, 385, 876, 1671, 248, 23, 21, 2256,
1671, 465, 1828, 1725, 1662, 591, 2489, 2321, 1747,
1841, 875, 1752, 1758, 1719, 1718, 1662, 1671, 1725,
1773, 1952, 1953, 2256, 685, 1674, 2456, 261 & 395,
State: Bihar, District: Siwan, P.S.-518, Siswan,
Mouza-Bawandih, R.S. Khatian No. 123, 315, 948,
544, 500, 135, 305, 532, 36, 15 & 191, R.S. Dag No.
130, 391, 328, 396, 549, 550, 582, 279, 604, 612, 532,
802, 1010, 1011, 548, 759, 760, 868, 863, 865, 866,
815, 816, 905, 903, 567, 2345, 2343, 523, 588, 2163,
2165, 2135, 465, 485, 2116, 487, 296, 328, 518, 567,
591, 604, 612, 2223, 287, 130, 968, 973, 975 & 998,
land area 5 bighas and State: West Bengal, Dist.:
North 24 Parganas, P.S.: Titagarh, Mouza-
Babanpur, J.L. No. 1, Block-Barrackpore, R.S.
Khatian No. 48, 578, 317, 327, 519, 46, 47, 583, 38,
324, 319, 321, 320, 590, 571, 890, 891, 769, 546, 1314,
139, 349, 568, 204, 349, 546 & 651, R.S. Dag No. 1037,
1052, 1292, 1291, 1055, 1062, 1025, 1024, 976, 955,
954, 953, 952, 951, 1030, 1029/1250, 1023, 1028,
1032, 1031, 1029, 1064, 1022, 1021, 1020, 1019, 1018,
1017, 1016, 1015, 1014, 1013, 1012, 1011, 1010, 1009,
1008, 1007, 1006, 979, 977, 975, 974, 973, 972, 971,
970, 969, 950, land area 594.26 decimals, nature of
land Shali, Danga, Pukur and Bastu.

Ordered by  
Rittwika Chattapadhyay 

Serestadar
District Delegate Court at Barrackpore

NOTICE

I, Tapan Mishra, S/o.
Late Jogendranath
Mishra, Mother-
Snehalata Mishra,
residing at Vill.:
Sukanta Pally, Nilganj
Bazar, P.S.: Amdanga,
Dist.: North 24
Parganas, PIN-700121.
But my old Passport
(No. B 0217825) my
father & mother sur-
name recorded Misra &
my D.O.B.: 3-6-1974 shall
henceforth vide
Affidavit No. 3520 & 3521
Judicial Magistrate (1st
Class) at Barasat Court
dt. 5-4-2024 declared my
surname Mishra & my
D.O.B. 1-1-1972. Tapan
Mishra & Tapan Misra &
my father Jogendranath
Mishra & Jogendranath
Misra & my mother
Snehalata Mishra and
Snehalata Misra same &
one identical person.
My correct D.O.B.:
01-01-1972.

RAJA RAMMOHAN 
COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION 

Bhuinpara, Belun
Pandua, Dist.: Hooghly

W.B., Pin-712149
Applications are invited
for the post of the
Principal and Asst.
Professors for B.Ed.
course in Foundation
(2), Bengali (1), English
(1), Hindi (1),
Mathematics (1), Life
Science (1), Computer
Science (1), Music (1),
Fine & Performing Arts
(1), Health & Physical
Education (1), Librarian
(1) with full biodata.
Qualification: As per
NCTE Norms 2014.
Salary: As per Norms.
Please apply to:
edu.hooghly@gmail.
com Contact:
9434203043.

SITUATION VACANT

SARAT CHANDRA
TEACHER TRAINING

INSTITUTE
Rosna, Pandua 

Dist.: Hooghly, W.B. 
PIN-712149

Applications are invited
for the post of the
Principal and Asst.
Professors for B.Ed.
course in Foundation (4),
Bengali (1), English (1),
Hindi (1), Philosophy (1),
History (1), Food &
Nutrition (1),
Mathematics (1),
Physical Science (1), Life
Science (1), Sociology
(1), Psychology (1),
Music (1), Fine &
Performing Arts (1),
Health & Physical
Education (1), Librarian
(1) with full biodata.
Qualification: As per
NCTE Norms 2014. Salary:
As per Norms. Please
apply to:
scttirosna@gmail.com
Contact: 9434126420.

SITUATION VACANT

SARAT CHANDRA
TEACHER TRAINING

INSTITUTE
Laskarpur, Kuley

Manteswar, Dist.: Purba
Bardhaman

W.B., Pin-713422
Applications are invited
for the post of the
Principal and Asst.
Professors for B.Ed.
course in Foundation
(4), Bengali (1), English
(1), Hindi (1), Political
Science (1), History (1);
Philosophy (1),
Mathematics (1), Life
Science (1), Physical
Science (1), Music (1),
Fine & Performing Arts
(1), Health & Physical
Education (1), Librarian
(1) with full biodata.
Qualification: As per
NCTE Norms 2014.
Salary: As per Norms.
Please apply to: sctti
k u l e y @ g m a i l . c o m
Contact: 9434126420. 

SITUATION VACANT
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Israeli army tells Palestinians to
evacuate parts of Gaza�s Rafah
Israel has described Rafah as the last significant Hamas stronghold after some seven months of war
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
JERUSALEM, 6 MAY

T
he Israeli army ordered
some 100,000 Pales-
tinians on Monday to
begin evacuating from

the southern city of Rafah in
Gaza, signaling that a long-
promised ground invasion
there could be imminent and
further complicating efforts
to broker a cease-fire.

The looming operation in
Rafah — where more than 1 mil-
lion Palestinians are sheltering
and a high number of deaths
is feared — has raised global
alarm and Israeli’s closest allies
have warned against it. On
Monday, the United Nations
agency serving Palestinian
refugees said it would not
comply with the evacuation
order.

Israel has described Rafah
as the last significant Hamas
stronghold after some seven
months of war, and has repeat-
edly said the invasion is nec-
essary to defeat the Islamic mil-
itant group, which unleashed
the current conflict with an
attack on Israel on Oct. 7.

But Hamas and key medi-
ator Qatar have warned that
invading Rafah — along the bor-
der with Egypt — could derail
efforts by international medi-
ators to broker a cease-fire.

Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, an
army spokesman, said some
100,000 people were being
ordered to move to a nearby

Israel-declared humanitarian
zone called Muwasi — a
makeshift camp along the
coast of tents where hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians
have fled in search of safety and
live in squalid conditions.

Shoshani said Israel was
preparing a “limited scope
operation” and would not say
whether this was the beginning
of a broader invasion of the city.
Israel never formally announced
the launch of its current ground
invasion in Gaza.

Overnight, Defense Minis-
ter, Yoav Gallant, told U.S. Sec-
retary of Defense, Lloyd Austin
that Israel had no choice but
to act in Rafah.

On Sunday, Hamas carried
out a deadly rocket attack from
the Rafah area that killed four
Israeli soldiers — though

Shoshani would not say
whether the upcoming oper-
ation was a response.

He said Israel published a
map of the evacuation area,
and that orders were being
issued through air-dropped
leaflets, text messages and
radio broadcasts. 

He said Israel has expand-
ed humanitarian aid into
Muwasi, including field hos-
pitals, tents, food and water.

Israel’s army said on the
social media platform X that
it would act with “extreme
force” against militants, and
urged the population to evac-
uate immediately for their
safety.

Jan Egeland, secretary-
general of the Norwegian
Refugee Council, condemned
the “forced, unlawful” evac-

uation order and the idea
that people should go to
Muwasi.

“The area is already over-
stretched and devoid of vital
services,” Egeland said.

About 1.4 million Pales-
tinians — more than half of
Gaza’s population — are
jammed into Rafah and its sur-
roundings. Most of them fled
their homes elsewhere in the
territory to escape Israel’s
onslaught and now face anoth-
er wrenching move or the
danger of staying under a
new assault.

They live in densely packed
tent camps, overflowing U.N.
shelters or crowded apart-
ments, and are dependent
on international aid for food,
with sanitation systems and
medical facilities infrastruc-

ture crippled.
Palestinians in Rafah said

people gathered to discuss
their options after receiving
the flyers.

“So many people here are
displaced and now they have
to move again, but no one will
stay here it’s not safe,” Nidal
Alzaanin told The Associated
Press by phone.

A father of five, Alzaanin
works for an international
aid group and fled to Rafah
from Beit Hanoun in the north
at the start of the war. 

He said people are con-
cerned since Palestinians
have said they were fired at
during previous evacuations.
Israel denies shooting at civil-
ians.

Alzaanin said he has packed
his documents and bags but
will wait 24 hours to see what
others do before relocating.
He said he has a friend in Khan
Younis whom he hopes can
pitch a tent for his family.

The U.N. agency that has
helped millions of Palestini-
ans in Gaza and the West
Bank for decades, known as
UNRWA, warned Monday of
devastating consequences of
a Rafah offensive, including
more civilian suffering and
deaths. 

Juliette Touma, commu-
nications director for the
agency, which has thousands
of employees in the city, said
it has not evacuated and has
no plans to do so.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK, 6 MAY

Donald Trump returns to a
New York courtroom on
Monday, where he will be
forced to sit silently while
others testify about his
efforts during the 2016 pres-
idential election to cover up
news of an alleged tryst
with a porn star.

Trump's criminal hush
money trial, entering its
12th day, has featured tes-
timony from a top aide and
a former tabloid publisher
about efforts during his first
presidential bid to tamp
down stories of unflattering
sexual behavior.

New York prosecutors
have charged Trump with fal-
sifying business records to
cover up a $130,000 payment
to porn star Stormy Daniels,
who claims to have had a sex-
ual encounter with him in
2006. Trump has pleaded not
guilty and denies ever hav-
ing sex with Daniels.

Trump complains fre-
quently that the first crim-
inal trial of a former U.S.
president has kept him
cooped up in a chilly Man-
hattan courtroom when he
should be out wooing vot-
ers as he mounts a comeback
White House bid.

Over the weekend, he
hosted a bevy of potential
vice presidential picks at a
Republican Party event in
Florida.

The case features sor-
did allegations of adultery
and secret payoffs, but it is
widely seen as less conse-
quential than three other
criminal prosecutions Trump
faces. It is the only one cer-
tain to go to trial before the

Nov. 5 presidential election.
The other cases charge

him with trying to overturn
his 2020 presidential defeat
and mishandling classified
documents after leaving
office. Trump has pleaded
not guilty to all three.

It is unclear who will tes-
tify on Monday. Prosecutors
have kept their witness list
secret out of concerns that
Trump could try to influence
key players in the trial.

Trump has been fined
$9,000 by Justice Juan Mer-
chan for violating a gag
order barring him from
making public comments
about jurors, witnesses and
families of the judge and
prosecutors if the state-
ments mean to interfere
with the case.

Last week the 12 jurors
and six alternates who will
decide Trump's guilt or
innocence heard testimony
from Hope Hicks, his former
longtime aide who described
frantic efforts to respond to
stories of alleged affairs and
sexual harassment that
cropped up in the waning
weeks of the 2016 cam-
paign.

Donald Trump to return to
New York courtroom for
criminal hush money trial

The future of our continent will also very clearly depend on our capacity to
further develop in a balanced way our relationship with China.

FRENCH PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON
URGING CHINA TO ENSURE MORE BALANCED TRADE 

B�desh calls for
holding Israel
accountable for
war crimes
DHAKA, 6 MAY

Bangladeshi Foreign Min-
ister Hasan Mahmud has
called for immediate ces-
sation of the current Pales-
tinian-Israeli  conflict,
ensuring humanitarian
access and holding Israel
accountable for war crimes
and crimes against human-
ity."We, the members of the
OIC, should be part of a
multi-tracked international
engagement to end the
Gaza crisis," he said while
speaking at the 15th OIC
Summit Conference in Ban-
jul, capital of The Gambia,
according to a Bangladeshi
foreign ministry. IANS

Prez Joe Biden meets
Jordan�s King Abdullah 
AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, 6 MAY

President Joe Biden will
meet Middle East ally, Jor-
dan's King Abdullah II, at
the White House on Mon-
day with prospects for a
Gaza ceasefire appearing
slim and Palestinian Islamist
group Hamas and Israeli
officials blaming each other

for the impasse, as per
reports.

On Sunday, Hamas reit-
erated its demand for an end
to the war in exchange for
the freeing of hostages, and
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu flatly ruled
that out.

Putin orders tactical nuclear
weapon drills to deter the West
AGENCIES
MOSCOW, 6 MAY

Russia said on Monday it
would practise the deploy-
ment of tactical nuclear
weapons as part of a mili-
tary exercise after what the
Moscow said were threats
from France, Britain and

the United States. Since
Russia invaded Ukraine in
2022, Russia has repeated-
ly warned of rising nuclear
risks - warnings which the
United States says it has to
take seriously though U.S.
officials say they have seen
no change in Russia's nuclear
posture.

S Korea's working-age popula-

tion to dip by nearly 10 mn

by 2044: South Korea's eco-

nomically active population

is anticipated to plunge by

nearly 10 million by 2044

amid the country's critically

low births, data showed on

Monday. According to a

report from the Korean

Peninsula Population Insti-

tute for the Future, the

number of people aged 15

to 64, which stood at 36.57

million in 2023, is projected

to decrease to 27.17 million

in 2044. IANS

TENDER
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‘Today, no one can cast an evil eye
on India; this is Modi's guarantee’
CM Yogi made the remarks while addressing a public gathering in the Unnao LS constituency
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
UNNAO, 6 MAY  

U
ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath empha-
sised on Monday

that under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
India's global stature has
surged, and the vision of 'new
India' along with its principles
has been clearly delineated. 

He further emphasised that
no one dares to look at India
with a malevolent intent today,
asserting that "This is Modi’s
guarantee."

Adityanath made these
remarks while addressing a
public gathering in the Unnao
Lok Sabha constituency. Dur-
ing his speech, he urged the
audience to vote in favor of Lok
Sabha candidate and MP Sak-

shi Maharaj.
In a scathing critique of the

opposition, the Chief Minis-
ter remarked, “Congress and
SP have a history of opposing
Lord Ram. Congress denied the
existence of Lord Ram, while
the SP claimed that ‘Ayodhya
mein ek parinda bhi par nahi
maar sakta’ (When Mulayam
Singh was the Chief Minister,

he had said that even a bird can-
not fly in Ayodhya). One should
never trust them.”

He further emphasised that
for the nation to become
strong, prosperous, self-reliant,
and developed, it is impera-
tive to re-elect the Modi gov-
ernment for a third term. "So
far, voting has taken place on
191 seats in two phases. We

observe renewed enthusiasm
among the people to reelect
the Modi government. This is
not sudden but a result of the
transformative changes initi-
ated by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in the last decade. A
stark contrast is evident when
we compare the pre-2014 era
with the developments after-
ward." Continuing his attack,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
accused the Samajwadi Party
of attempting to withdraw
cases against terrorists during
its tenure. "These individuals
sought to revoke cases against
terrorists responsible for attacks
on Ayodhya, the CRPF camp
in Rampur, Sankatmochan
temple in Kashi, as well as the
courts in Lucknow, Ayodhya,
and Varanasi," he stated. "The
court vehemently opposed
this move, cautioning that

today they talk of withdraw-
ing cases, tomorrow they might
honor them with Padma
Awards. Subsequently, the
court intervened and halted
the Samajwadi Party's actions.
This action of the government
is dangerous and con-
demnable.”

He further pointed out that
the INDI alliance manifesto
promises complete freedom
for minorities to consume
food and beverages without
specifying which items are
disliked by the majority of
society.  Adityanath urged that
those who support terrorists
and disrespect Ram should not
receive any votes. Through
the abolition of Article 370 in
Kashmir, PM Modi showcased
to the world the strength and
determination of the Indian
government, he said.

No one can abolish reservation or tamper with the Constitution.

UNION MINISTER RAMDAS ATHAWALE
SLAMMING RAHUL GANDHI FOR CLAIMING THAT BJP WILL CHANGE THE CONSTITUTION IN ITS THIRD TERM

India on way to regain its past glory: Vice Prez Dhankhar
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY  

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Monday under-
scored India's historical emi-
nence as the epicentre of
knowledge and education,
and asserted that the coun-
try is firmly on its way to
regain its past glory.

Mentioning the illustrious
legacy of institutions like
Nalanda and Takshashila,
he highlighted the paradigm
shift and resurgence in India's
educational landscape in
contemporary times.

Addressing a gathering
at the 62nd Foundation Day
celebration of the School of
Open Learning (SOL), Uni-
versity of Delhi, Vice-Presi-
dent Dhankhar applauded

SOL for providing a trans-
formative platform for a
diverse range of learners
from varied walks of life,
including working profes-
sionals, homemakers and

students.
He further emphasized

that SOL has opened doors
for those previously handi-
capped by circumstances,
enabling them to pursue

education without disrupt-
ing their routine.  

Highlighting education
as the most impactful trans-
formational mechanism for
change, Mr Dhankhar assert-
ed that education is not
merely a means to acquire
knowledge; rather, it is the cor-
nerstone of progress, empow-
erment, and social transfor-
mation. 

It is the key that unlocks
the door to progress, pros-
perity, and empowerment. 

“Education is the greatest
right and donation. There can
be no fundamental right
greater than education and
no donation can be greater
than education,” he added.

Drawing inspiration from
the Chandrayaan journey
where after initial setback it

made a smooth landing on
the south pole of the moon,
he urged students to consider
failure as a key to success. He
underscored the need for a
resilient mindset in navi-
gating the complexities of the
modern world.

Highlighting the pivotal
role of the New Education Pol-
icy (NEP) in the Indian edu-
cational landscape, the Vice
President stated that NEP her-
alds a transformative change,
charting a roadmap for holis-
tic learner development and
creating a knowledgeable
society equipped for the 21st
century challenges. He under-
scored the emphasis of NEP
on flexible learning path-
ways, technology integra-
tion, and recognizing diverse
needs and aspirations.

Assam CM�s whirlwind parliamentary
election campaign ends in Assam
ABHIJIT DEB
GUWAHATI, 6 MAY  

The curtains have closed on
the month-long parliamentary
election campaign in Assam
on May 5 which was led vig-
orously by Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma,  cov-
ering the length and breadth
of the state.

Sarma's whirlwind tour
covered 103 out of 126 assem-
bly segments, as he relentlessly
addressed public rallies, par-
ticipated in roadshows to gar-
ner support for his party and
alliance partners.

Reflecting on his exten-
sive campaign, Sarma likened
it to a pilgrimage, having tra-
versed the entire state and
engaged in 117 public meet-
ings and roadshows.

He expressed gratitude for
the lively atmosphere and
blessings received, vowing to
continue serving the people
of Assam tirelessly.

"My election campaign in
Assam was like a pilgrimage.
In the last 40 days, I covered
the entire state and addressed
117 public meetings and road
shows. It felt like a holy dip in
the Ganges for me. The lively
atmosphere and blessings
completely rejuvenated me. I
will continue to dedicate every
moment of my life to the peo-
ple of Assam," Himanta wrote
on 'X'.Throughout the cam-
paign, Sarma participated in
100 election meetings, eight
roadshows, and 11 party meet-
ings outside Guwahati, show-
casing remarkable energy and
commitment.

His enthusiastic embrace
of the slogan "Aku ebar, Modi
Sarkar" (Again, Modi Gov-
ernment) and dynamic cam-
paigning style set him apart,
drawing attention from polit-
ical observers.

While Sarma's solo
approach carries risks, espe-
cially if the expected results
aren't met by the BJP and its
allies, his energetic campaign
has undoubtedly made an
impact.His rallies, attended by
thousands to lakhs of people,
were characterised by vibrant
atmospheres, with Sarma
often dancing and interacting
with attendees. Sarma's abil-
ity to engage with crowds and
maintain enthusiasm through-
out the campaign has been
remarkable.Even amidst the
exhaustion of relentless cam-
paigning, Sarma's energy and
connection with the people
remained evident, as he took
selfies and interacted with
constituents.

SC grants anticipatory bail to Umar
Ansari in 2022 violation of MCC case
PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY  

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day granted anticipatory bail
to Umar Ansari, son of late
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansar, in a criminal
case involving an alleged vio-
lation of the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) during 2022
assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh.

Granting bail to Umar
Ansari, a bench of Justice
Hrishikesh Roy and Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra noted
that other accused in the case
have been granted bail and the
offending statement attrib-
uted to Ansari is the matter for
trial.

The court asked Ansari to

participate in the trial of the
case, as the Uttar Pradesh
government objected to his plea
for anticipatory bail and told
the bench that he must first
surrender before the trial court
and then seek bail.

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
who appeared for Umar Ansari,
told the bench that other
accused in the case have
already been granted bail in
the case.

Mukhtar Ansari, who was
undergoing incarceration,
died of cardiac arrest at a hos-
pital in the Banda district of
Uttar Pradesh on March 28.

Umar Ansari was booked
for delivering a provocative
speech against the Mau dis-
trict administration while the
model code of conduct was in
place. Earlier the Allahabad
High Court had declined antic-
ipatory bail to him in the same
case. He approached the top
court against the High Court’s
December 2023 order. Reject-
ing Umar Ansari’s plea for
anticipatory bail in the case on
December 19, 2023, the High
Court had said that looking at
the facts and the circum-
stances of the case, the offence
is made out.

Priyanka launches poll campaign in Rae Bareli, Amethi
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAEBARELI/AMETHI, 6 MAY 

Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will on
Monday launch the electoral
campaign of party candi-
dates Rahul Gandhi and K L
Sharma in Uttar Pradesh by
holding a high-level meeting.

Priyanka is scheduled to
reach Rae Bareli this evening
and hold a workers meeting
of Raebareli and Amethi.  

The Congress party wants
to retain the seats of Amethi
and Raebareli at any cost.
For this, Priyanka Gandhi is
busy working with her 40-
member team on both the
seats. Under this, she will
knock on every door and
hold street meetings.

Voting in Rae Bareli and
Amethi Lok Sabha is to be held
on May 20. 

Congress sources here on
Monday said the responsibility
of conducting elections for
both these Lok Sabha seats has
been given in the hands of the
Congress general secretary.
Priyanka Gandhi will be camp-
ing in Rae Bareli from May 6.

If sources are to be believed,
the strategy of booth wise
campaigns in Rae Bareli and
Amethi has been completed.

The review of committees at
every booth has been com-
pleted. Feedback of every
booth is being prepared.
Priyanka Gandhi has earlier
also campaigned  in Rae Bare-
li and Amethi Lok Sabha by
making a booth-wise strate-
gy.

Sources said she will also
keep an eye on the social
media campaign. Especially

the strategy of operation of
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and WhatsApp is being worked
on strongly. Along with this,
communication will also be
established with various social
organizations, bar associations
and women's groups of Rae-
bareli and Amethi. 

Priyanka , who is well-
versed with the Congress
organization and conduct of
elections in Rae Bareli and
Amethi for two decades, will
not only double the enthusi-
asm of the workers, but will
also spread enthusiasm
among the people of the con-
stituencies. Rahul Gandhi is
the candidate for Rae Bareli
seat, while Kishori Lal Shar-
ma, who is close to the Gand-
hi family, has been made the
candidate for Amethi seat.
Both had filed their nomina-
tions last week.

Ten Lok Sabha seats in Uttar Pradesh
to go to polls in third phase today
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 6 MAY

All arrangements for free and
fair polling have been com-
pleted for the third phase
polling in10 Lok Sabha seats
in Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday.

Over 2 lakh policemen,
including over 230 compa-
nies of central forces, have
been deployed for peaceful
polling.

Polling in these 10 Lok
Sabha seats will commence
at 7AM and will end at 6PM.

There are 1.89 crore vot-
ers in the 10 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies of the third phase,
of which 1.01 crore are male
voters, 87.48 lakh are female
voters and 752 are of third gen-

der. There are a total of 12339
polling stations and 20415
polling booths in these con-
stituencies.

State Chief Electoral Offi-
cer (CEO) Navdeep Rinwa said
here on Monday that poll par-
ties have been dispatched for
their respective booths.

He said during the polling
webcasting will be done in
more than 50% of the booths.
Over 88,000 polling person-
nel have been deployed in this
phase.

The CEO said direction has
been given to all booth author-
ities to provide all facilities
to the voters to cope with the
heatwave conditions.

To keep a vigilant eye on
the voting, the Commission

has also deployed 3 special
observers, 10 general
observers, 6 police observers
and 14 expenditure observers.
Apart from this, 1887 Sector
Magistrates, 241 Zonal Mag-
istrates, 668 Static Magis-
trates and 2859 Micro
Observers have also been
deployed in this phase

In the third phase, a total
of 370 model polling places,
79 all women managed
polling places, 39 all youth
worker polling places and 47
all disabled managed polling
places have been created.

In the past 2 phases , UP
recorded low voting per-
centage which has made the
political parties worry about
the poll result.

Shyamlal Pal
SP�s new UP
president
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, 6 MAY

In a major reshuffle in the
Uttar Pradesh party organ-
ization amid the Lok Sabha
elections, the Samajwadi
Party appointed Shyamlal
Pal, a resident of Prayagraj,
the party’s state president.

Earlier, Naresh Uttam
Patel, who was the party’s
Uttar Pradesh president,
was declared party candi-
date from Fatehpur Sikri
Lok Sabha seat.

Samajwadi Party
National President Akhilesh
Yadav made this appoint-
ment keeping in mind the
stakes in the Backward,
Dalit, and minority i.e.
PDA vote bank.

On the other hand,
the top leadership of
the Congress has
appointed former
Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot as Amethi Lok
Sabha seat observer
and former Chhattis-
garh CM Bhupesh
Baghel as observer of
Rae Bareli seat.
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C
ollege is a time of inde-
pendence, late-night study
sessions fueled by caffeine,
and, of course, figuring out

who you are and what makes you
feel confident. Gone are the days of
rigid high school dress codes and
stuffy formality. This season, com-
fortable yet stylish outfits abound
on college campuses.  

It is choosing colourful and
cosy co-ord sets with statement
sneakers for lectures or chunky san-
dals and sliders for a stroll around
campus. However, loungewear is
not the only thing that can provide
comfort. Oversized tees and wide-
leg pants that billow with each step
are all the rage. It's a look that says,
‘I'm here to learn, but I'm also here
to look good, be comfortable, and
look effortlessly chic while doing it.’

The early 2000s are back in a
big way! Crop tops are peeking out
from under unbuttoned flannel
shirts, and low-rise jeans (contro-
versial, we know) are making a hesi-
tant return. It's an unabridged Y2K
revival and is all about having fun
with fashion. But here's the thing
about college style in 2024: it's not
just about following trends. It's
about adopting those trends and
swirling them up your way. 

Thrifting unique finds and mix-
ing vintage pieces with modern sta-
ples is another popular way to
express individuality. Sustainability
is also a major player in the college
fashion scene. Students who care
about the environment are moving
away from fast fashion and toward
companies that use recycled materi-
als and are more open about their
production methods. It is all about
feeling confident in your appear-
ance and knowing that your cloth-

ing is not harming the environment.
The stigma associated with ‘brand-
ed’ apparel is dispelling itself as
more and more homegrown brands
gain traction. 

Guys aren't lagging in the fash-
ion department, either. Streetwear,
with its oversized graphic tees,
hoodies, and sneakers, is still a
major force, perfect for channelling
their inner skater persona or achiev-
ing that effortlessly cool vibe. 

But there's also a growing
appreciation for a more tailored
look. Chinos, straight-leg jeans, and

collared shirts are finding their way
into guy's wardrobes, offering a pol-
ished look for presentations. Of
course, comfort is mandatory. Jog-
gers and sweatpants aren't just
reserved for the gym anymore.
They're being worn for classes,
study sessions, or just while loung-
ing around with friends. 

And let's not forget the return
of classic accessories like bucket
hats, beanies, and statement neck-
laces. These finishing touches are
the perfect way to add a pop of per-
sonality to any outfit.

So, what does it all mean? It's
important to remember that fash-
ion is about personal expression.
The key trends this year lean
towards comfort, self-discovery, and
sustainability. College students are
embracing individuality and creat-
ing styles that reflect their unique
personalities. So, don't be afraid to
experiment, try different things, mix
and match, and embrace the thing
that makes you feel like the best ver-
sion of yourself. After all, college is
your runway - own it!
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T
he Statesman talks to people  in
different professions about
why they chose their particular
field and what advice they have

for youngsters who want to pursue it as
a career. This week, Grace Andrew
interviews Sabarni Das, she was a fash-
ion journalist and is a National Award
winning costume designer who has
worked on a number of films. 

What made you choose to be
a costume designer?

I was in awe of the whole concept.
Even though I wasn't a professional
during my starting days since I had no
fashion school background, I always
had a keen interest in this niche. Even
when I was working for a reputed Ben-
gali magazine, I was a key member of
the fashion department. My mother
was also a huge influence as she gave
me my beginner’s lesson on under-
standing Indian textiles, which was
useful for my career.

Where did you study and did
your school or college life impact
you in any way?

I studied in a Bengali medium
government school and then I joined
college. I did a masters in Bengali liter-
ature, and then I joined a reputed Ben-
gali magazine. I was very lucky that I
didn't have to struggle during my ini-
tial career days but I had to struggle
after leaving the magazine since I had
to learn a lot. What I had learned back
in school was different compared to
the knowledge I had gained while
working. 

What are some misconcep-
tions that you have heard about
your profession?

You see, there are several people

who think that a background in fash-
ion design is needed for this profes-
sion, while some think it's not manda-
tory. You see, it's like learning how to
act versus having no prior knowledge
or training on how to act. Actors who
were trained know the technicalities of
the job, such as where to stand or how
to make a certain expression. But if
someone has talent they can learn
along the way and perfect their skill.
My profession is also like that. People
who went to fashion school might find
it easier to explain the technicalities of
designing a clothing piece from the
very beginning. With no such expertise
in the beginning, I had to inculcate the
knowledge in due course of time, and
now, I can explain to someone how to
do any task effortlessly and efficiently. 

What are some of the basics
that every designer should be
well acquainted with?

First of all, you need to
know what you are doing. Is
the film set in 2024 or 1820?
One needs to have a good hold
on the basics. Then you can
start understanding the char-
acter, as well as the economic
background of the character,
and then you need to patiently
learn the script. Next, you
have to be well-con-
nected to the other
departments. Film is
a profession that
has many
depart-

ments. Together the vision comes to
light.

What advice do you have for
people who want to take up this
career?

For a regional film… I don't want
to dishearten them but money is very
little. Very, very little. Film is a very
unknown territory. You don't know if it
will be a hit or not. You don't know if
the director will pay you or not. You
have to be mentally prepared when
entering this industry because there
will be struggle. You need to have a
passion for and knowledge of clothing,
time, and the characters. There are sev-
eral things you will learn while doing
your job; embrace them. For Bengali
films, where the budget is low, you

need to utilize your
sources well. There

often have been
times when we

had to give our
own clothes to
the actors
because the
characters
had to look

right.

Why I am      
what I am...

Crack the Gen Z Code 

From bold statements to eclectic
mixes: 2024 campus trend repertoire

50 pc humanities & social sci-
ences merit scholarships - EU
and international

Students� Space

L
anguage is evolving quickly in
today's digital world, especially
with Generation Z. Welcome to
the world of Gen Z lingo, where

communication takes a contemporary
turn, leaving some perplexed and oth-
ers fascinated with the linguistic
adventure.

Here are a few words and
phrases straight out of the Gen Z
dictionary 

1.Delulu is the Selulu - Being
delusional is the solution, usually hav-
ing unrealistic views over situations

2. Rizz - The action of showing

charisma 
3. Slay - To do something excep-

tionally well, usually related to style
4. Smol - To describe something

as cute and in a smaller size
5. FOMO - An acronym for Fear of

Missing Out refers to the unease
caused by the possibility of missing out
on something

6. Ship - Supporting or endorsing
the romantic relationship between two
people

7. Ghosting - Ignoring someone
and not texting them back 

8.Sheesh - To hype someone
when they’re looking good or have
done something cool

DIPALI BANKA

GAJAL KASERA

Cradled in comfort, seeking the
beyond

A
s I sit in my living room, surrounded by familiar
comforts, my mind drifts to thoughts of security,
safety, and warmth of home. Here, nestled beside
me, is my greatest treasure: my mother.

In this space, where every corner exudes a sense of
sanctuary, I'm reminded of how our individual living
rooms are akin to miniature reflections of a larger entity -
our beloved country, India. Just as our living room offers us
solace and protection, so does our nation enveloping us in
a blanket of love, affection, and security that is unparal-
leled.

While the typical furnishings of curtains, fans, cup-
boards, and books adorn my living room, it's the presence
of my parents that truly transforms it into heaven. They
infuse it with such warmth and love that cannot be repli-
cated.

Yet, amidst this comfort, I yearn to venture beyond
my home's familiar confines. Despite the cosy embrace of
my surroundings, I feel a pull towards the wider world,
towards the challenges and opportunities that lie beyond
these walls. Yes, I long to step out and embrace the adven-
ture of going to school.

It's a testament to the human spirit, this desire to
seek new horizons even when nestled in the safety of
home. Moreover, as I contemplate this, I realise that it's
the blend of comfort and curiosity that truly defines our
existence - both within the confines of our living rooms
and the vast expanse of our country.

As I cherish the love and security of my family and
my nation, I also embrace the thrill of stepping beyond
my comfort zone, eager to explore the world that awaits
outside.
~ A thought by SHIVANI AGARWAL,
class 10.

Respite from heat, confined at
home

“Oh, it’s too hot outside!” My mother exclaimed while her
hands were filled with bags containing groceries. 
Due to the scorching and unbearable heat outside, our
schools have been closed down, and we have returned
once again to the infamous online classes in the comfort
of our homes. School has once again been confined to the
four walls of our rooms, which makes me recollect the
memories of the pandemic.
The only word to describe my room is disorganised, yet it
is comfortable. There’s a small desk right across my bed,
where my desktop is placed, a pencil holder containing
several pens that have ceased to function, and half-bro-
ken pencils remain. The tiny space between the bed and
the desk is where my chair almost fits; that is where I sit or
am currently sitting.
Books and notes were scattered around the bed, and a
bottle of cold water was next to me as a source of refresh-
ment. I try to stay in constant touch with my friends
through WhatsApp. A decent window next to the bed acts
as my way of escapism. Sometimes, my eyes wander
around, trying to explore my surroundings. While through
the window, I get to witness the sunlight peeping in
throughout the day; during sundown, I get to see the
summer skies being etched with various shades of
colours. 
My heart wishes to get lost in them. Back to earth, there is
also a photo collage on the wall I’m facing, telling a thou-
sand stories about scattered moments in my life. Some-
times I look back at the smiling faces to get reminded of
those times. But I return back to the cramped atmos-
phere, continuing my classes, sometimes looking at the
mirror behind me, or the bundle of clothes on another
chair all scattered and messy or the story books lying on
the bedside table, waiting to be picked up or the cup-
board full of my clothes which I promised I would clean
up, but I never did.
But anyhow, despite being a bit overstuffed or dirty, my
room always comforts me when my eyes are about to shut
down from drowsiness after a hearty lunch.
UTSHA DASGUPTA, 
Class 10

If you are a school or college student who has a poem, essay or other fiction
or nonfiction pieces which you would like to share with The Statesman's

readers please write in with your submission to
readers@thestatesmangroup.com. Don't forget to mention your name, the name
of your school, your class and your phone number. Please write "C&C" in

the subject field. Publication is at the discretion of the editors. 

T
he faculty of humanities and social
sciences at the University of Strath-
clyde, Glasgow, has introduced a
new tuition fee scholarship. The 50

per cent humanities & social sciences merit
scholarships - EU and international, is avail-
able to self-funded, international fee-pay-
ing offer-holders (includes those classed as
EU fee group).

The scholarship entitles the recipient
to a discount of 50 per cent on tuition fees.  

Applicants must hold an offer to a full-
time postgraduate taught degree pro-
gramme starting in the academic year
2024/5 before their scholarship application
will be considered.

Key facts
Number of scholarships: 6
Value: 50 per cent of tuition fees
Deadline: 31 July 2024
Helps with: Tuition fees
Duration: One year
Subject eligibility: English, education,

history, law, languages, politics, psychology,
speech & language therapy, journalism,
social policy, international relations, social
work

Eligibility-To be considered for a 50 per
cent humanities & social sciences merit
scholarships - EU and international, stu-
dents are required to demonstrate academic
excellence (usually a UK first-class under-
graduate degree or international equivalent)
and the potential both to make a significant
contribution to the Strathclyde community

during their studies and in their chosen pro-
fession upon graduation (assessed by infor-
mation provided in the scholarship appli-
cation form).

Other postgraduate-taught scholarships
are available; for more information, search
for scholarships on the Strathclyde Univer-
sity website.

The deadline for applying for a scholar-
ship is 31 July 2024 for September 2024
entry.

Applications are now being accepted,
and completed application forms should be
submitted as early as possible.

For further information -
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/scho
larships/50humanitiessocialsciencesmer-
itscholarships-euandinternational/ or con-
tact : studywithus-hass@strath.ac.uk

Vivacious Vocabulary
Ebullient 
Adjective
Pronunciation: eh-buh-lee-unt
Meaning: Cheerful and full of energy 
Example: She sounded ebullient
Synonyms: Joyful, high-spirited, animated, bubbly
Fastidious 
Adjective 
Pronunciation: fa-sti-dee-us
Meaning: Very attentive to and concerned about accu-
racy and detail.
Example: She cleaned with fastidious detail

Synonym: Meticulous, perfectionist, overcritical, pre-
cise

Gregarious
Adjective
Pronunciation: gruh-geuh-ree-us
Meaning: To like being around other people.
Example: He was a gregarious and outgoing person.
Synonym: Social, friendly, welcoming, warm.

While the heat wave continues unabated, students
of Kolkata's schools find themselves doing online
classes again. As they wait for rain and for
temperatures to come down so that they can get
back to classes, some of them gave us a glimpse into
their study spaces just like reporters who bring back
for their readers stories from ground zero.



C M Y K

For more updates www.thestatesman.com

C M Y K

KOLKATA
TUESDAY 07 MAY 2024 12

THUMBNAILS

Michael Jones and Brad

Wheal named in Scotland

squad for Men�s T20

World Cup: Scotland have

included batter Michael

Jones and fast-bowler Brad

Wheal in their squad for

the upcoming Men�s T20

World Cup, set to happen

in the West Indies and USA

from June 1. Jones and

Wheal, currently playing

for Durham and Hampshire

respectively in the county

championship in England,

have not been included in

Scotland's squad for their

T20 tri-series against the

Netherlands and Ireland

this month, but have made

the cut for the showpiece

event in the shortest for-

mat.

Brian Masaba to captain

Uganda in Men�s T20

World Cup:  Brian Masaba

has been named to captain

the 15-member Uganda

team in the 2024 Men's

T20 World Cup, set to hap-

pen in the USA and the

West Indies from June 1.

This will be Uganda�s first

appearance in a senior

men's World Cup in any

format. Frank Nsubuga,

the off-spin allrounder, is

set to be the oldest player

in the tournament at 43.

Riazat Ali Shah, whose ori-

gins are from Gilgit in Pak-

istan, has been named

vice-captain, taking over

from Kenneth Waiswa.

Ronald Lutaaya and Inno-

cent Mwebaze are the two

travelling reserve players.

IPL 2024: DC face confident
Royals in must-win game

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY

A
s the race to the IPL
play-offs heats up,
the inconsistent
Delhi Capitals are

faced with a must-win situ-
ation when they take on a con-
fident Rajasthan Royals at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium in the
national capital on Tuesday.

The Capitals have endured
yet another roller-coaster
ride this season, winning
five and losing six of their last
11 games. Hence, the Rishabh
Pant-led outfit will need to
win their remaining three
games, which could take
them to 16 points but might
not be enough to qualify for
the last four stages of the tour-
nament.

Apart from KKR (16 from
11 games) and RR (16 from
10 games), there are at least
three teams — Chennai Super
Kings (12 from 11), Sunris-
ers Hyderabad (12 from 10
games) and Lucknow Super
Giants (12 from 11 games),
who can breach the 16-point
mark. And in case, one of
these teams finish on 16,
along with DC, it will even-
tually come down to the net
run-rate.

While those permuta-
tions and combinations are
beyond their control, Pant and

his side must focus on the
controllables, and win the
remaining three games for the
side to at least stay in con-
tention. Having said that, it
definitely won’t be a walk in
the park against a rampag-
ing Royals.

On a flat Kotla track with
barely 60-metre boundary on
one side, Pant and the team
management will be hoping
that their bowling attack has
enough sting to restrict a
side that boasts of clean
strikers like Jos Buttler, Sanju

Samson, Riyan Parag, Rovman
Powell and Shimron Het-
myer. 

DC’s lead pacers Khaleel
Ahmed (ER 9.47) and Mukesh
Kumar (ER 11.05) will be
expected to show more con-
sistency with the South
African pair of Lizaad Williams
(ER 12 in 2 games) and Anrich
Nortje (ER 13.36) simply not
looking the part. The spin duo
of Kuldeep Yadav and Axar
Patel will have to play their
part to keep RR under a
manageable total.

In the batting depart-
ment, Pant, with 380 runs
under his belt and three
impactful half-centuries,
would be expected to lead
from the front, especially
when his team has been
pushed to the wall. He will
have new Aussie sensation
Fraser-McGurk, who has
gone off the boil in the last
couple of games to regain his
mojo. 

The rest of the batting
order must step up and look
to be more consistent if they

are to keep their hopes alive.
Against a bowling line-up
comprising the likes of Trent
Boult, Yuzvendra Chahal and
Ravichandran Ashwin, and
veteran Sandeep Sharma,
the DC batters will face a stern
test.

Winning is a habit, and the
Royals, coming off a 1-run loss
to Sunrisers Hyderabad, will
keenly be hoping to get back
the winning momentum,
while DC will need to punch
above their weight to stop the
Pink outfit.

The Capitals have endured yet another roller-coaster ride this season, winning five and losing six

In light of terror threat to T20 WC, ICC assures comprehensive security plan
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY

With less than a month to go
for the ICC T20 World Cup, the
showpiece event has hit a
block with reports of terror
attacks threatening to ham-
per it. The reports gained
momentum after Trinidad &
Tobago Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley confirmed that
security agencies in the West
Indies were monitoring a
possible terror threat to the
event.

Taking note of Rowley's
confirmation, the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)
and Cricket West Indies,
assured all stakeholders that
a “comprehensive and robust
security plan” is in place for
the T20 World Cup, starting
June 1.

A report in Trinidad's Daily
Express quoted Rowley as

saying that the Caricom and
security agencies are work-
ing to combat the threat to
the World Cup. It has been fur-
ther reported that the Bar-
bados regional security offi-
cials are monitoring poten-
tial threats to the ICC event.

“Unfortunately, the threat
of terrorism in its many and
varied expressions is an ever-
present danger in the world
of the 21st century. It is against
this backdrop that all nations,
like our region, when host-
ing large or vulnerable gath-
erings, make an extra effort
in national security prepa-
rations and response readi-
ness to take seriously, all
threats, expressed or implied,”
Rowley said.

“Given the fact that bad
actors can choose to misbe-
have in any way possible it
makes it virtually impossible
to completely seal off all

opportunities. However, in
order to ameliorate these
dangers, we at the local and
regional levels have remained
alert to many threats and
singularly or together have our
intelligence and other secu-

rity agencies working to pro-
tect the population in coun-
tries and at venues through-
out the tournament,” he
added.

The ICC and CWI respond-
ed with a joint statement

assuring all stakeholders of
the security measures in
place. “We work closely with
authorities in the host coun-
tries and cities, and contin-
ually monitor and evaluate the
global landscape to ensure

appropriate plans are in place
to mitigate any risks identi-
fied to our event,” the state-
ment said. 

“We want to assure all
stakeholders that safety and
security of everyone at the ICC

Men’s T20 World Cup is our
number one priority and we
have a comprehensive and
robust security plan in place,”
it added.  The forthcoming T20
World Cup, scheduled from
June 1 to 29, will be jointly
hosted by the USA and the
West Indies. In the Caribbean,
matches will be held across
Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana,
Saint Lucia, St Vincent and the
Grenadines, and Trinidad
and Tobago. Florida, New

York, and Texas are the three
venues in the US shortlisted
to conduct the matches. Cur-
rently, no specific threats
have been reported to US ven-
ues. The final will be played
in Barbados, and the semi-
finals will be held in Trinidad
and Guyana. This is also the
first time the West Indies will
host the World Cup since
2010 when it last organised
the ICC World T20 14 years
ago.

WE WILL PLAN AGAINST VIRAT
Pakistan captain Babar Azam said the team will be planning their
tactics against star India batter Virat Kohli for the high-octane
clash with Men in Blue in the ICC T20 World Cup at West Indies/USA
this year. Babar made this statement ahead of his side's T20I
series against Ireland from March 10 onwards, which consists

of three T20Is to be played in Dublin. The highly-anticipated clash between
two arch-rivals will take place on June 9 in New York. 
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IPL Chairman Arun Dhumal bats for hybrid pitches in India
AGENCIES
DHARAMSHALA, 6 MAY

The Himachal Pradesh Crick-
et Association (HPCA) Stadi-
um on Monday witnessed an
unveiling of India’s first-ever
hybrid pitch.

IPL Chairman Arun Dhu-
mal and Paul Taylor, former
England international crick-
eter and SIS’s International
Cricket Director along with
other dignitaries from HPCA
were present on the occa-
sion.

"I'm thrilled to witness the
inauguration of India’s first SIS-
Grass hybrid pitch at the
HPCA Stadium in Dharamsha-
la. This remarkable develop-
ment showcases the progres-
sive spirit that is driving Indi-
an cricket forward. By adopt-
ing innovative solutions like
the ICC-approved hybrid
pitches, we aren’t just ensur-
ing a sustainable future for the
sport, but also building anoth-
er avenue for growth," Dhu-
mal said at the event.

He further said, "The
HPCA's relentless commit-
ment to advancements like
introducing SISGrass Hybrid
Pitches, LED Flood Lights,
and the SIS Air System demon-
strates their leadership in cre-
ating a world-class cricketing
infrastructure. Adopting these
latest innovations will ensure
Indian cricket can seal its
position as a global sporting

powerhouse, while also setting
a template for other countries
to follow."

The hybrid pitch consists
of polymer fibre with the nat-
ural turf inside cricket stadi-
ums and pitches. This com-
position is more resilient to
stresses created during play,
helps to prolong the life of pitch-
es, guarantees an even bounce,
and eases pressure on busy
groundskeepers. The com-
pleted installations are still pre-
dominantly natural grass, with
only 5% polymer fibre used.
This ensures that the charac-
teristics of an all-natural pitch

are maintained
Taylor, SIS's International

Cricket Director, said, "We
extend our sincere apprecia-
tion to the Himachal Pradesh
Cricket Association (HPCA) for
collaborating with us on this
pioneering project. We are
pleased to announce the suc-
cessful installation and imple-
mentation of hybrid cricket
pitches at the iconic
Dharamshala Stadium.

"As a BCCI-approved ini-
tiative, this encourages us to
set the stage for further explo-
rations of hybrid pitches in
Mumbai and Ahmedabad.

We aim to expand opportu-
nities that strengthen cricket
at the grassroots level for more
participation and ensure that
our pitches can endure the
game's rigours."

The 'Universal Machine',
used in Dharamshala to install
the hybrid surface, was first
developed by SISGrass in 2017.
It has already demonstrated
its effectiveness in the UK
where it was used to install SIS-
Grass at almost every Coun-
ty ground in England, includ-
ing internationally recognised
venues like Lord’s, The KIA Oval,
Edgbaston, Emirates Old Traf-

ford and Trent Bridge.
The machine will then be

moved to Mumbai and
Ahmedabad to create more
pitches for practice and match-
es. Once the first three instal-
lations are complete, the
machine will remain in India
and be immediately avail-
able to other grounds and
facilities as projects are
approved.

SISGrass has invested in
India after the International
Cricket Council (ICC) allowed
the use of hybrid surfaces for
T20 and 50-over competi-
tions.

Indian men�s & women�s 4X400m relay
teams secure Paris Olympics quotas

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MAY

After drawing a blank on the
opening day, the Indian men’s
and women’s 4x400m relay
teams secured qualifications
for the Paris Olympics by fin-
ishing second in their respec-
tive second-round heats at the
World Athletics Relays in Nas-
sau, Bahamas on Monday.

In the women’s competi-
tion, the quartet of Rupal
Chaudhary, M R Poovamma,
Jyothika Sri Dandi and Subha
Venkatesan clocked 3 minutes
and 29.35 seconds to finish
second behind Jamaica
(3:28.54) in heat number one

to book a Paris Games tick-
et. 

Rupal replaced Vithya
Ramraj from the team which
competed in the first quali-
fying round. The Indian
women's team had finished
fifth in the first-round qual-
ifying heat on Sunday with a
time of 3 minutes and 29.74
seconds.

Later, the men’s quartet of
Muhammed Anas Yahiya,
Muhammed Ajmal, Arokia
Rajiv and Amoj Jacob clocked
a season’s best time of 3:03.23
to finish behind the USA
(2:59.95) in heat 2 to seal
their Olympics berth. 

Arokia Rajiv replaced

injured Rajesh Ramesh, who
had to pull out of the men’s
4x400m relay race a day ear-
lier, resulting in a DNF (did
not finish) for the Indian
team.

The top two teams in each
of the three heats in the sec-
ond round were to qualify for
the Olympics to be held from
July 26 to August 11. 

With this, India now has 19
Paris-bound track and field
athletes and the list includes
defending javelin throw cham-
pion Neeraj Chopra among
others. 

The athletics events at the
Games will begin on 
August 1.

�Bharat Chess Rating System�
by AICF is a welcome move:
Players, coaches
AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 6 MAY

Indian chess players and coach-
es have welcomed the All India
Chess Federation’s (AICF) deci-
sion to have a National Rating
System or ‘Bharat Chess Rat-
ing System’ as it would result
in the emergence of large
number of tournaments,
enthuse chess masters to play
in the strong domestic cir-
cuit, tingle the chess body’s cash
chest amongst other bene-
fits.

According to them, the
casualty may be FIDE rated
chess tournaments as the tour-
nament organisers might opt
for AICF rated tournaments and
in the process save costs (FIDE
fees) and may pass on the
benefits to the players as prize
money or lower entry fee, they
added.

The international body,
too, has no objection to AICF’s
move. “Internal rating system
is the decision of each Nation-
al Federation. FIDE does not
interfere. At present dozens of
thousands of Indians have
FIDE rating, but obviously
there are hundreds of thousands
in India who play regularly in
competitions of various kinds.
So, it is sensible to rate them,”
chess Grandmaster (GM) Emil
Sutovsky, CEO, FIDE, told
IANS.

Terming AICF’s move as a
great step forward GM Pravin
Thipsay told IANS: “It means
that even the performance in

district events will be measured.
As all national and international
tournaments in India will be
counted for the Indian Rating
List, every national player will
have an Indian rating and ELO
rating of FIDE.”

According to Thipsay, the
comparison between these
two ratings will set some stan-
dards and district-level play-
ers will be able to judge them-
selves. The player’s growth (or
otherwise) can be checked
from a very low level and the
growth graphs could enable the
fraternity to judge the future
starts at a very young age.

The US and several coun-
tries have their own rating
system and India with a large
number of chess players is a
bit late to enter this club.

“Here in the US they have
their own rating system and in
fact Washington state has their
own rating system which does
not use the US Chess Federa-
tion (USCF) rating system,” GM
Arun Prasad told IANS.

According to him, having
your own rating system means
it is easier to keep the rules
according to your preference
and one need not to follow the
FIDE rules.

Continuing further he added
that players beyond a certain
level have to surely play in the
FIDE-rated tournaments to
get globally recognised chess
titles like the Candidate Mas-
ter (CM), FIDE Master (FM),
International Master (IM) and
GM.

The forthcoming T20 World Cup, scheduled
from June 1 to 29, will be jointly hosted by the
USA and the West Indies. In the Caribbean,
matches will be held across Antigua and Barbu-
da, Guyana, Saint Lucia, St Vincent and the
Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago. Florida,
New York, and Texas are the three venues in
the US shortlisted to conduct the matches. Cur-
rently, no specific threats have been reported
to US venues


