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Ph-3 today: 93 seats up
for grabs across states

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: More than 172 mil-
lion people across 11 states and
Union territories, ranging from
the riverine islands of Assam to
the coast of Gujarat and from the
Konkan coast in Karnataka to
western Uttar Pradesh, will vote
in 93 Lok Sabha seats on Tues-
day, sealing the fates of 1,331 can-
didates, including six Union
ministers and four former chief
ministers.

When voting closes on Tues-
day, more than half of India’s
543 Lok Sabha seats — 282 to be
exact — would have gone to the
polls, marking a crucial turn in
the six-week-long general elec-
tions that began last month. At
stake will be all 26 seats in the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
stronghold of Gujarat, as well as
14 seats in the Congress-ruled
Karnataka and 11 in Maharash-
tra, where splintering regional
forces have rendered the elec-
tions unpredictable.

“The Election Commission of
India is fully geared up for the
Phase-3 of the Lok Sabha polls
tomorrow (Tuesday)... The com-
mission has called upon voters
to turnout in greater numbers at
polling stations and vote with
responsibility and pride,” ECI
said in a statement on Monday.

By the end of day, voting
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IN THE FRAY

Amit Shah
GANDHINAGAR,
Gujarat

Dimple Yadav
MAINPURI,
Uttar Pradesh

Jyotiraditya Scindia

GUNA,

172.4Mn voters
1,331 candidates

23 nations's delegates
to see voting process

10 statesand TuT
185,000 polling booths
7am to 6pm

Voting hours

Supriya Sule from NCP (SP) is pitted against
her sister-in-law Sunetra Pawar from

in Maharashtra

Madhya Pradesh

Shivraj Singh
Chouhan
VIDISHA,
Madhya Pradesh

Sule vs Pawar: A]l eye

;
son Baramati as

the NCP in the contest for BARAMATI

I Vo
47 s dll

key Maha constituencies go to polls

MUMBAI: Polling for 11 of the 48
Lok Sabha seats in Maharashtra
will be held on Tuesday, with
the spotlight being on the high-
stakes battle in Baramati, where
incumbent lawmaker and
NCP(SP) chief Sharad Pawar’s
daughter Supriya Sule is pitted
against Sunetra Pawar, wife of
the veteran leader’s estranged

nephew and Maharashtra dep-
uty CM Ajit Pawar.

While Sule is seeking a fourth
straight term from Baramati,
her sister-in-law Sunetra Pawar
is making her electoral debut in
these polls as an NDA nominee.

With dominance over the
family home turf on stake, both
Sharad Pawar, who founded the

NCP in 1999, and his nephew
Ajit Pawar, who orchestrated
the vertical split in the 24-year-
old party in July last year and
joined the Shiv Sena-Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) ruling alli-
ance in the state, canvassed
extensively in the constituency
to ensure the victory of their
nominee. ->Pn

LG CALLS FOR NIA
PROBE OVER AAP
‘LINKS" WITH SFJ,
PARTY HITS BACK

NEW DELHI: Delhi lieutenant
governor VK Saxena on Monday
recommended a National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) probe
against chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal for allegedly accepting
political funding from banned
pro-Khalistan outfit Sikhs For
Justice (SFJ) — a move that the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) alleged
was at the behest of the Bharat-
iya Janata Party (BJP) and meant
to influence the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections.

The AAP alluded to two instan-
ces before the 2022 Punjab elec-
tions when similar allegations
were raised, pointing to how they
had come to naught. >P3

MODI CALLS JUNE 4
EXPIRY DATE OF
BJD; DAYDREAM,
SAYS PATNAIK

BHUBANESWAR: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
asserted that the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD)-led government in Odisha
will cease to exist on June 4, the
day the results for the assembly
elections will be announced, a
claim chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik dismissed as a “daydream”.

Modi, who was addressing his
first set of rallies in Odisha, also
took a dig at Patnaik over his pre-
sumptive successor VK Pandian,
saying the state needs a chief
minister who understands the
Odia language and culture. P10

ED scizes piles of cash

inJ hara‘

Raj Kumar
letters@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) carried out
multiple raids across Ranchi on
Monday, recovering close to
%35.23 crore in cash from the
residence of a man allegedly
connected to the officer on spe-
cial duty (OSD) to state rural
development and parliamentary
affairs minister Alamgir Alam.
In raids that continued through
the day across at least six places
in Jharkhand’s capital, X3 crore
was also allegedly recovered
from the home of a builder, also
ostensibly linked to the OSD.
The recoveries set off a political
firestorm in the state ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections, with
polling across its 14 seats set to
begin on May 13, spread across
four phases. The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) asked for the
Election Commission to step in
and probe the matter, while the
Congress questioned the timing
of the raids.

ED officials said seven teams
began the raids at 6am on Mon-
day morning, and recoveries
were largely made from the res-
idence of Jahangir Alam near
Ranchi hill. Alam ostensibly
works at the home of Sanjeev
Lal, OSD to Congress leader and
state rural development and
parliamentary affairs minister
Alamgir Alam. ED officials said
that searches continued into the
evening, and multiple cash
counting machines had to be
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an official connected to Jharkhand minister Alamgir Alam. ANl

Soren takes legal fight
against his arrest to SC

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Former Jharkhand
chief minister Hemant Soren
has taken his legal battle to the
Supreme Court after the Jhark-
hand high court dismissed the
challenge to his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in connection with an alleged
land scam case. Soren’s move
comes amid the approaching
elections in the state, scheduled
to commence in the fourth
phase on May 13.

Senior counsel Kapil Sibal,
representing Soren, mentioned
the matter before a bench led by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud,
requesting an expedited consid-
eration of Soren’s appeal
against the high court’s ruling
last week.

Sibal emphasised the urgency
of the matter in light of the
imminent election polling in
Jharkhand, urging the bench,
also comprising justices JB Par-
diwala and Manoj Misra, to pri-
oritise the case. P13

More victims in clips
join Prajwal probe as
his father seeks bail

BENGALURU: The special investi-
gation team (SIT) probing the
alleged sexual harassment of
women by Hassan MP and now-
suspended Janata Dal (Secular)
leader Prajwal Revanna is mak-
ing efforts to reach out to survi-
vors — some of whom have been
identified from widely circulated
videos of the crimes — to come
forward and file a complaint, a
senior officer said on Monday.
“As expected, the women (sur-
vivors) are scared and worried
about coming forward to give a
statement. We are in constant
touch with (them) and taking
confidence-building measures so
that they come forward to lodge
a complaint,” a senior officer

privy to the ongoing probe said.

As part of its confidence-
building measures, the SIT also
warned people at large not to
share the videos showing women
being sexually assaulted and
molested allegedly by Revanna
on social media or personal mes-
senger applications.

SIT chief and additional
director general of police (ADGP)
BK Singh on Monday said: “It is
easy to trace people sharing
these videos on messenger servi-
ces, so action will be taken
against such individuals.”

Meanwhile, a Bengaluru court
on Monday posted the hearing in
a bail petition moved by HD
Revanna to Tuesday. P12

NEET-UG PAPER
LEAK ALLEGATIONS
BASELESS: TESTING
AUTHORITY NTA

Manhunt on for 2 terrorists

HT Correspondent

from Pak over Poonch s_trike

Ravi Krishnan Khajuria

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Allegations of ques-
tion paper leak in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(Undergraduate) or NEET-UG
are “completely baseless” and
“without any ground”, the
National Testing Agency (NTA),
which conducts the medical
entrance examination, clarified
on Monday.

NEET-UG was held across
India on Sunday, with 2.4 mil-
lion students registered for it.

Stressing that every question
paper has been “accounted for”,
the NTA in a statement on Mon-
day said that purported images
of the question paper circulating
on social media have no relation
with the actual paper. SPR

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: The Army on Monday
released sketches of two Paki-
stani terrorists suspected to have
been involved in Saturday’s
ambush on an Indian Air Force
(IAF) convoy in Poonch in which
one soldier was killed and four
others were injured.

Security forces joined by elite
para commandos of the special
forces, the special operations
group of Jammu and Kashmir
Police and the CRPF continued
searches in the jungles of Shahsi-
tar ridge in Poonch’s Surankote
sub-division. Posters promising
a reward of 320 lakh for infor-
mation on the two suspects were
also put up.

IAF soldier Vikky Pahade was

et

v . ~

The Army also put posters promising a reward of ¥20 lakh for

information on the two suspects.

killed and four others injured
after terrorists ambushed their
convoy on Saturday at Sanai Top
in Shahsitar, Surankote. On
Monday, security forces picked
up a man named Mohammad
Razak for having provided food
to the attackers at his house.
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SOURCED

“The terrorists, who attacked
the IAF convoy on Saturday
evening, had food at the house of
Mohammad Razak, aged around
42 years. The individual is being
questioned,” said an official.

The number of locals detained

continued on->7

{ RTIACTIVIST } COURT SLAMS PROBE

BJP leader acquitted
for 2010 Guj murder

AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat high
court on Monday allowed the
appeals of former Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party MP Dinu Solanki and six
others against their conviction by
a CBI court in the case of RTI activ-
ist Amit Jethwa’s murder in 2010.
Observing that the trial court
conducted proceedings with a
“predetermined notion of con-
viction”, a division bench of jus-
tices AS Supehia and Vimal K
Vyas quashed the CBI court’s
order sentencing Solanki and the
six others to life imprisonment.
Jethwa was shot dead outside
the high court on July 20, 2010,
after he tried to expose illegal
mining activities allegedly
involving Solanki by seeking
information under the Right to
Information (RTT) Act.

The CBI court sentenced
Solanki and six others to life
imprisonment in 2019 and
ordered them to pay a fine of Rs
15lakh in the case of murder and
criminal conspiracy.

The high court later sus-
pended the life sentences of Dinu
Solanki and his nephew Shiva.

In its judgment, the court said
the case will be remembered as
“an antithesis to ‘Satyamev
Jayate’ “ (truth alone triumphs)
and observed that the investiga-
tion appears to be an eyewash
from the inception.

“We reiterate that the entire
investigation appears to be per-
functory and prejudiced. The
prosecution has failed to secure
the confidence of the witnesses,”
the bench saidinits order. ->p12

GUNSHOTS FIRED
IN TILAK NAGAR
CAR SHOWROOM,
FOUR INJURED

NEW DELHI: Two men stormed
into a car showroom in Tilak
Nagar on Monday evening and
fired 10-12 rounds in the prem-
ises before fleeing, police officers
said, adding that four people —
including the owner of the show-
room — were seriously injured.

Before escaping, police said,
the assailants threw a handwrit-
ten note — which mentioned the
names of some gangsters — into
the showroom. Officers are
probing whether the gangsters
mentioned in the note were
attempting to extort money from
Manoj Malik, the showroom
owner. ->P6

COURT DISMISSES
CONTEMPT PLEA

AGAINST ARMY BY
WOMEN OFFICERS

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday dismissed a contempt
petition against the army over
charges made by women officers
that they were discriminated
against in promotions to colo-
nels, holding that the process to
deny them could not be faulted.
The top court dismissed the
contempt plea filed by 30 women
army officers, who claimed that
the special selection board that
considered their promotion in
January violated the top court’s
order of November 3,2023. P13

Hamas accepts deal
for ceasefire, Israel
to examine proposal

JERUSALEM: Hamas announced
Monday it has accepted an Egyp-
tian-Qatari proposal for a cease-
fire to halt the seven-month-long
war with Israel in Gaza, hours
after Israel ordered about
100,000 Palestinians to begin
evacuating from the southern
city of Rafah, signalling that a
long-promised ground invasion
there could be imminent.

Israel’s military spokesperson
said that all proposals regarding
negotiations to free hostages in
Gaza are examined seriously,
and that in parallel it continues
to operate in the Hamas-ruled
territory.

In recent days, Egyptian and
Hamas officials have said the
ceasefire would take place in a
series of stages during which
Hamas would release hostages it
is holding in exchange for Israeli
troop pullbacks from Gaza.

Itis not clear whether the deal
will meet Hamas’ key demand of
bringing about an end to the war
and complete Israeli withdrawal.

Hamas said in a statement its
top leader, Ismail Haniyeh, had
delivered the news in a phone
call with Qatar’s prime minister
and Egypt’s intelligence minis-
ter. After the release of the state-
ment, Palestinians erupted in
cheers in the sprawling tent
camps around Rafah, hoping the
deal meant an Israeli attack had
been averted.

Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari
of the Israeli military said: “We
are exhausting every possibility
regarding negotiations and
returning the hostages.”

The agreement, should it take
effect, would be the first truce
since a week-long pause in the
fighting in November.

-FULLREPORT ONP15
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Democracy is a simple but dramatic dance.
Giants are felled, currents shift. One vote at a
time, change is fought for and won. This year,
HT brings all that drama — the intrigue, the
surprises, the unlikely friendships — on one
app. Past, present, current. Videos, photos,
numbers. Scan the QR code to get started.

PRESIDENT OF GST
APPELLATE BODY
APPOINTED, SAYS
SITHARAMAN

Rajeev Jayaswal
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday announced the
appointment of Sanjaya Kumar
Mishra as the president of the
Goods and Services Tax Appel-
late Tribunal (GSTAT) and
called it as one of the two “sig-
nificant milestones” in the
larger GST architecture.

The second, according to her,
was crossing the 2 lakh crore
monthly revenue collection
benchmark for the first time
since the indirect tax reform
was launched by the Modi gov-
ernment on July 1, 2017. e

Summersizzle sets in

The relatively fi .f!r—t t
summer appearsio behe

42°Cincoming?
The max temp will touch
42°C on Tuesday, and will |
remain there in coming
days, IMD has forecast
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MUKHTAR ANSARI
SON UMAR GETS
ANTICIPATORY BAIL
FROM APEX COURT

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday granted anticipatory
bail to Umar Ansari, son of late
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari in a case in
which he is accused of being part
of a conspiracy to promote
enmity and obstruct public ser-
vants during the 2022 assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh. “The
offending statements not being
attributable to the petitioner but
his brother... we direct that in
case the petitioner is arrested, he
shall be released on furnishing a
bail bond of the sum of ¥20,000,”
abench said on Monday. P12
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Marine heatwaves since October last year leading to
widespread bleaching of corals in Lakshadweep Sea

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Marine heatwaves
starting October 2023 have
resulted in widespread coral
bleaching in the Lakshadweep
Sea, ICAR-Central Marine Fish-
eries Research Institute
(CMFRI), said in a statement on
Monday, with some experts put-
ting the damage at around 75%
of the corals around the epony-
mous archipelago.
How bad is it?

According to the Indian
National Center for Ocean Infor-
mation Services, a marine heat-
wave event of moderate cate-
gory with area of spreading
98.56% has been observed on
May 3 over the Lakshadweep
coast. And one of moderate to
extreme category with area of
spreading 100% has been
observed on May 3 over the
South Tamil Nadu coast. There
was bleaching in Gulf of Man-
nar also, according to CMFRI.

“Marine heatwaves are rare

extreme weather events that
involve prolonged periods of
abnormally high ocean temper-
atures. These temperatures
often exceed the 90th percentile
of typical regional ocean tem-
peratures based on historical
data. In Lakshadweep, the
Degree Heating Week (DHW)
indicator, which measures
accumulated heat stress, has
surged above 4°C-weeks.
According to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Adminis-

continued on->7
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SPOTLIGHT ELECTIONS 2024

STAGE IS SET FOR ROUND 3

A look at what is at stake in the 93 seats that vote in the third phase of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections today
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Najafgarh worst in
wrong side driving,
reveals police data

Blatant disregard of rules

A scourge responsible for a major chunk of fatal accidents

Number of
challans

1,389
Najafgarh
1,041

Dwarka

* Figures for Jan 1to April 30
Source: Delhi Traffic Police data

EXPERTS SPEAK

“There are multiple factors that lead to the wrong-side
driving menace in Najafgarh and Dwarka areas. The
rural-urban background of people and lack of

awareness regarding traffic rules are the key reasons
why such violation is frequently seen in such areas.
Moreover, the cold response of traffic police personnel
towards such dangerous driving adds to the problem.”

Rejimon CK, an activist from Dwarka Forum

Karn Pratap Singh

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Najafgarh in south-
west Delhi, Sarita Vihar in south
Delhi, Punjabi Bagh in the west,
Kotwali in the north and Bhajan-
pura in the east had the highest
instances of wrong-side driving
in the Capital in the first four
months of the year, showed traf-
fic police data, outlining the hot
spots of a scourge responsible
for a major chunk of fatal acci-
dents in the city.

These areas reported the most
prosecutions against people
caught driving against the flow
of traffic between January 1 and
April 30, showed data from the
Delhi traffic police.

Indeed, the traffic police fined
nearly 250 people for wrong-side
driving every day in these four
months, significantly more than
the 150 fined during the same
period last year.

Traffic police have issued
30,062 fines for wrong-side driv-
ing till April this year, a 67%
surge from 18,047 last year,
showed the data.

To be sure, the actual number
of infractions is likely to be far
higher, given that police have
prosecuted only a fraction of all
violations.

Experts and police point to a
string of factors responsible for
the menace, including a near-ab-
sence of the fear of prosecution,
a blatant disregard of the law
and a lack of traffic personnel at
key hot spots.

According to the traffic police
data, the Najafgarh traffic police
circle topped the list, with 1,389
fines issued, followed by Sarita
Vihar (1,333), Bhajanpura (1,133),
Punjabi Bagh (1,093) and Kalyan-
puri (1,062).

A spot check by HT on Mon-
day showed that commuters
were willing to imperil their own
lives, as well as those of others,
to save a few minutes or seconds
on the road.

In Sarita Vihar, for instance,
Road Number 13 - commonly
known as Kos Marg, which con-

1,133
1,039 Kamla Bhajanpura
Pg:gai:)i Market "
968  tome 1,062
Rajouri Kalyanpup
Garden

DELHI 1333

Sarlta
998 Vihar
Sangam
Vihar

nects Jasola with Mathura Road
— near Apollo hospital teemed
with violations.

HT found that cars, auto-rick-
shaw, two-wheelers, and e-rick-
shaws carrying passengers were
coming from Jasola/Sarita Vihar
side and going on the wrong side
on Mathura Road towards the
hospital after taking a right turn
from Kos Road.

While most entered the hospi-
tal through Gate No 3, just a
50-metre drive on Mathura Road
from Kos Road, many commut-
ers used the wrong carriageway
to reach the traffic signal and
cross onto the opposite carriage-
way of the Mathura Road,
towards Ashram Chowk.

The other wrong-side drivers
were either stopping at the bus
stop or going to the roadside eat-
eries outside the hospital.

Pradip Kumar Sarkar, former
head (transport) of School of
Planning and Architecture said,
“Wrong-side driving is a com-
mon feature not only in Delhi
but across the country and the
majority of road accidents hap-
pen due to it.”

HT spoke to some drivers to
understand why wrong-side
driving was frequent at the spot
and many said they used the
shortcut to cut down travel times
and save fuel.

Niranjan Rajak (45) said he
had come to the bus stop from
Jasola to meet a client, who was
arriving there in a bus.

“The bus stop is barely a
15-metre ride once I exit Kos
Marg. But if I use the dedicated
route, I will have to drive nearly
300 metres to reach the Sarita
Vihar underpass and then cover
another 700-800 metres to reach
the traffic signal on the Mathura
Road carriageway going towards
Ashram Chowk, and again take a
U-turn from there to reach the
bus stop. In between, I will have
to face traffic snarls and spend at
least 15 minutes to reach my des-
tination. I know driving on the
wrong side is risky but if it saves
my time and fuel, I won’t mind
taking the risk once or twice,”

BETWEEN
JANUARY 1
AND APRIL 30

250

drivers were fined every day

30,062

challans for wrong-side driving
issued till April this year

18,047

Challans for wrong-side driving
issued last year

67%

surge in wrong-side challans
this year

“Regular deployment of traffic personnel
should be made in such areas to prosecute
violators. Additionally, the traffic police should
also consider cancelling the licence of repeat
violators for a year or two, depending upon
the number of challans issued to him or her for
the same violation."

Muktesh Chander, former IPS officer

said Rajak.

The situation was similar near
Shram Vihar and Okhla Estate
underpass, where motorists and
cyclists used the wrong carriage-
ways. At the Okhla Estate under-
pass, for instance, several two-
wheelers and cyclists took the
wrong carriageway from the
traffic signal to reach their desti-
nations in Sarita Vihar, Aali vil-
lage and Mohan Estate — all by
passing through the underpass.

The situation was similar at
multiple points on the Lal
Bahadur Shastri Marg, connect-
ing Chirag Delhi from Mehrauli-
Badarpur Road. Mostly two-
wheeler riders and auto drivers
were found driving on the wrong
carriageway.

Delhi’s special commissioner
of police (traffic zone-2) HGS
Dhaliwal said an analysis of the
10 worst traffic circles makes it
possible to target enforcement
operations to improve safety and
adherence to traffic regulations.

“We are also collaborating
with various stakeholders,
including civic authorities and
educational institutions, to raise
awareness about the importance
of adhering to traffic rules and
regulations. Public outreach pro-
grammes, awareness cam-
paigns, and educational initia-
tives are being conducted to
instil a sense of responsibility
and civic duty among all road
users,” added Dhaliwal.

On the steps that the traffic
police can take to discourage
wrong-side driving, former
Indian Police Service (IPS) offi-
cer Muktesh Chander, who
served as a special commis-
sioner in the city police’s traffic
unit said, “The traffic police have
a database of wrong-side driving
hot spots. Regular deployment of
traffic personnel should be made
in such areas to prosecute viola-
tors. Additionally, the traffic
police should also consider can-
celling the licence of repeat vio-
lators for a year or two, depend-
ing upon the number of challans
issued to him or her for the same
violation.”

SSB constable stabbed to
death in RK Puram, 1 held

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 35-year-old
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) con-
stable was stabbed to death at
Sector 4 of RK Puram in south-
west Delhi in the early hours of
Monday. An auto-rickshaw
driver was arrested in connec-
tion with the murder, police
officers aware of the matter
said.

The police suspected it to be
a case of road rage, but the eye-
witnesses claimed that it was a
normal fight on the streets.

Deputy commissioner of
police (DCP) (southwest) Rohit
Meena said, “We received a

PCR call regarding a stabbing
incident at 2.39am on Monday.
The staff rushed to the spot and
found the man, who sustained
stab wounds on his neck. He
was taken to the AIIMS Trauma
Centre, and was declared dead
on arrival.”

The deceased person was
identified as Mukesh Kumar
Ranwa, a resident of Sector 4 in
RK Puram. Ranwa was posted
as a constable (driver) at SSB.
The suspect was identified as
Vinod Kumar and was caught
near Ambience Mall in Vasant
Kunj, investigators said.

“Kumar confessed to the
crime and said that he fought
with the deceased when he was

in an inebriated condition,” the
DCP added.

A senior police officer on
condition of anonymity said,
“Ranwa and his friends were
near their home when he got
into a fight with an auto-rick-
shaw driver. The men hurled
abuses and later punched each
other.”

The fight turned fatal after
the suspect picked up a knife
from his auto and stabbed
Ranwa, following which the
victim died of excessive bleed-
ing. A case of murder was
lodged at RK Puram police sta-
tion, investigators said.

Police recovered the knife
and auto used in the crime.

NIA should probe AAP ‘links’
with SFJ: LG; party hits back

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena on Monday recom-
mended a National Investigation
Agency (NIA) probe against chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal for
allegedly accepting political
funding from banned pro-Khalis-
tan outfit Sikhs For Justice (SFJ)
— a move that the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) alleged was at the
behest of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and meant to influ-
ence the ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

The AAP alluded to two previ-
ous instances before the 2022
Punjab elections when similar
allegations were raised, pointing
to how they had come to naught.

The LG’s action was based on
a complaint filed on April 1 this
year by Ashoo Mongia, national
general secretary of the World
Hindu Federation - India, a non-
profit right-wing group which
claimed that the AAP received
$16 million as funding from SFJ
between 2014-2022.

In a May 3 letter to the Union
home ministry, signed by the
LG’s principal secretary, Saxena
said that since the allegations
have been made against the chief
minister and “related to alleged
funding of a political party,
amounting to millions of dollars,
from a terrorist organization
already banned in India, the elec-
tronic evidences adduced by the
complainant requires investiga-
tion including forensic examina-
tion”.

\l

“LG is continuously
adopting cheap
tactics to tarnish
chief minister
Kejriwal’'s image at
the BJP’s behest.

SAURABH BHARADWAJ,
AAP leader and Delhi minister

“Keeping in view the sensitiv-
ity and seriousness of the allega-
tions levelled in the complaint,
Hon’ble Lt. Governor has desired
that the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Govt. of India, may con-
sider referring the matter to
National Investigation Agency
for conducting comprehensive
investigation into the matter,”
said the letter.

HT has seen a copy of the let-
ter.

The complaint cited a pur-
ported video of Khalistani sepa-
ratistand SFJ legal counsel Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun, where he
claims that Kejriwal met him in
2014 and promised to release
Bhullar within five hours of com-
ing to power.

Bhullar was convicted and
sentenced to death in 2011 in the
1993 Delhi bomb blasts case. In
March 2014, however, the
Supreme Court commuted his
death sentence to life imprison-
ment considering his ill-health,
and a delay in the trial.

In the video, Pannun ostensi-
bly goes on to say that “Khalistani
sympathisers have given funds
worth $16 million to the AAP”.

The complaint also cited a
series of posts on X made regard-
ing an allegedly “clandestine
meeting” between Kejriwal and
pro-Khalistan sikhs in New York
in 2014.

Delhi minister and AAP legis-
lator Saurabh Bharadwaj
accused the BJP of trying to con-
jure a political conspiracy. “LG is
continuously adopting cheap tac-
tics to tarnish chief minister Kej-
riwal’s image at the BJP’s behest.
And this is taking place just
before the voting for all seven
Lok Sabha seats of Delhi on May
25,” Bharadwaj added

There were previous instances
two years ago when the AAP’s
purported links with the SFJ
were sought to be investigated.

In the first, then Punjab chief
minister, the Congress’s Charan-
jit Singh Channi wrote to Union
home minister Amit Shah in Feb-
ruary 2022, alleging that the
“banned organisation is in con-
stant touch with the AAP”.

In the second, the Delhi high
court in March that year struck
down a plea that sought a “high-
level inquiry” into the alleged
SFJ-AAP ties, calling it frivolous.

Bharadwaj also referred to the
two instances.

“BJP made exactly the same
allegations before the Punjab
assembly elections in 2022. At
that time, Union home minister
Amit Shah ordered an investiga-
tion too but nothing was found,”

he said.
In a post on X, Bharadwaj said:
“The PIL demanding a high-level
investigation in the same matter
was dismissed by Delhi high
court two years back. The Divi-
sion Bench of Acting Chief Jus-
tice Vipin Sanghi and Justice
Navin Chawla had rejected the
plea filed by one Jagdish Sharma,
stating that it is “completely friv-
olous”.”

To be sure, NIA takes up cases
only after the home ministry
issues a notification to that effect.
It cannot directly take up a probe
that is referred to it by an LG,
governor or a state government.

Even in cases where it has
information about a purported
threat to the sovereignty and
unity of the country by a group or
individual and wants to take up a
probe of its own accord, the
agency must first write to the
home ministry, which then
examines if the matter calls for
an NIA probe. The agency has so
far registered 556 cases related to
terrorism activity or funding.

NIA officials, who asked not to
be named, on Monday said they
do not have information about a
reference made by the Delhi LG
regarding a complaint against
Kejriwal or the SFJ’s funding the
AAP.

Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva welcomed the LG’s rec-
ommendation.

“Kejriwal has always had a soft
corner for separatist causes. His
support for people like (jailed
separatist leader) Yasin Mallik is
well known,” Sachdeva said.

COURT REFUSES
BAIL TO KAVITHA,
SAYS SHE IS 'KEY
CONSPIRATOR'

Deepankar Malviya

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on
Monday refused to grant bail to
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
leader K Kavitha, arrested in
connection with alleged irregu-
larities in the Delhi excise policy
2021-22, noting she appears to be
a “key conspirator” of the pur-
ported crime.

“The role of the Accused/
Applicant also prima facie
appears as that of key conspira-
tor of the criminal conspiracy
hatched for the purpose of col-
lection and payment of upfront
money to AAP through co-ac-
cused for getting favourable pro-
visions in the Delhi Excise Policy
2021-22,” said special judge Kav-
eri Baweja

Kavitha, 46, was apprehended
by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on March 15 in connection
with a money laundering case
pertaining to the excise policy,
and was sent to judicial custody
on March 26. While lodged in
Tihar jail, she was arrested by
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) on April 11.

The court was hearing the
BRS leader’s bail applications
against the two separate cases.

Dismissing her plea in the CBI
case, the court said it found no
merit in the argument made by
the defence counsel that the
arrest was made to deny Kavitha
and her party a level playing
field in the Lok Sabha elections.

The court also refused to
grant bail to Kavitha on medical
grounds noting that she was get-
ting requisite treatment in jail.
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Kanhaiya, ex-minister file papers
as nominations close for Capital

Alok KN Mishra

alok.mishral@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Congress-Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate for
North East Delhi Kanhaiya
Kumar, 37, led a big road show
on Monday after filing his nomi-
nation from the seat at the
returning officer’s office in Nand
Nagri as the process to file papers
by candidates drew to a close
with 269 aspirants in the fray.

Kumar, a former Jawaharlal
Nehru University students union
leader, will face incumbent MP
Manoj Tiwari of the Bharatiya
Janata Party.

The AAP and the Congress
have forged a pre-poll alliance
with the AAP contesting four of
the total seven seats and the
Congress fielding its candidates
on the remaining three. The AAP
has fielded Kuldeep Kumar (East
Delhi), Somnath Bharti (New
Delhi), Sahi Ram Pahalwal
(South Delhi) and Mahabal
Mishra (West Delhi).

The Congress has nominated
Jai Prakash Agarwal
(Chandni Chowk), Udit Raj
(North West) and Kanhaiya
Kumar (North East).

Delhi goes to polls on May 25.

The process to file nomina-
tions began from April 29. By the
close of the process at 3pm on
Monday, 269 people filed their
papers for the seven seats.
According to the election sched-
ule, the nominations will be
scrutinised on Tuesday and the
last date of withdrawal is May 9.

Raaj Kumar Anand, who had
quit as a minister in the Kejriwal
cabinet, in April, also filed his
papers from the New Delhi con-
stituency as a Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) nominee.

All Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) candidates have already
filed their nominations. The
party has fielded Bansuri Swaraj
(New Delhi), Harsh Malhotra
(East Delhi), Kamaljeet Sehrawat
(West Delhi), Praveen Khadelwal
(Chandni Chowk), Manoj Tiwari
(North East), Yogendra Chando-
lia (North West) and Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri (South Delhi).

Kanhaiya Kumar
Hundreds of Congress and AAP
workers joined Kanhaiya Kumar

Kanhaiya Kumar at his roadshow in Maujpur on Monday.

in a roadshow after he filed his
nomination papers. Senior AAP
minister Gopal Rai, AAP MLA
Sanjeev Jha, Delhi Congress
interim president Devender
Yadav, former Delhi unit chief
Anil Kumar and others accom-
panied him to the District Magis-
trate’s office in Nand Nagri
where the formalities were com-
pleted.

Before going to file his candi-
dature, Kumar conducted puja
at his office in Maujpur.

At 37, Kumar is the youngest
candidate to be fielded three
main contenders -- the AAP,
Congress and the BJP.

Riding an open three-wheeler,
Kanhaiya stopped at several
points, during his roadshow, to
address party supporters.

In response to criticism that
he was an ‘outsider’ to North
East Delhi, Kumar said, “People
of Bihar are often called outsid-
ers in Delhi.”

“When my candidature was
announced, I was called an out-
sider. Calling a Bihari in Delhi an
outsider is not a new thing. My
story is not different from your
story. You should remember that

Raaj Kumar Anand files his nomination on Monday. ARVIND YADAV/HT

Delhi cannot run without Biha-
ris. Biharis are not confined to
doing menial jobs, they are also
holding high positions in the
government. North East Delhi
has 10 assembly constituencies
and I do not have resources. I
have not taken donations. Even
the accounts of my party have
been seized. I do not have
money. I vow to continue fight-
ing for injustice till my last
breath. It is a fight against injus-

tice. We will together fight. The
people of North East Delhi need
to fight the election for their self-
esteem,” Kanhaiya said during
the roadshow in a constituency
which has a considerable num-
ber of people from the Poorvan-
chal region (parts of eastern
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar).
Kumar, a former president of
the JNUSU, joined the Congress
in 2021. He contested the 2019
Lok Sabha election as a Commu-

nist Party of India candidate
from Bihar’s Begusarai, but lost
to the BJP candidate Giriraj
Singh.

“I assure you that it is the
beginning of justice. Unless we
defeat the injustice, justice will
not be delivered. It is just the
beginning. You (Narendra Modi)
want to silence the opposition,
you want to put the opposition
leaders in jail. You put me in
Tihar, butI challenged the pow-
ers that be after coming out of
jail. It is the same country which
has high level of tolerance, but it
also fights back when it is
pushed hard. Whenever the
state becomes arrogant and
injustice increases in the coun-
try, the fight for justice begins in
this country,” Kumar said during
the rally after filing his nomina-
tion.

Hitting out at his competitor,
Kumar said, “Manoj Tiwari
thinks that during the elections
he would come, entertain the
people and get their votes. But
the people will not let that hap-
pen,” said he said.

Raaj Kumar Anand

Anand, 57, resigned from Arvind
Kejriwal’s cabinet last month.
He joined the Bahujan Samaj
Party on May 5.

The former social justice min-
ister said, “I am contesting the
election for the welfare of people
and alert them against the lolli-
pops being given to them which
is making them weak. The peo-
ple should vote for their party
(BSP).Iam not afraid of Enforce-
ment Directorate,” Anand said
after filing his papers from the
New Delhi constituency.

Congres names observers
to 3 Delhi constituencies
The All India Congress Commit-
tee on Monday night appointed
three senior leaders as observers
to the three seats that it is con-
testing in Delhi.

Sachin Pilot, the AICC general
secretary in-charge of Chhattis-
garh, has been named the
observer for North East Delhi;
former Union minister Chaud-
hary Birender Singh will be in
charge of North West Delhi,
while CP Joshi will be the
observer at Chandni Chowk.

BJP names Lovely in list of
star campaigners for Delhi

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) on Monday
released a list of 40 star cam-
paigners including former Delhi
Congress chief Arvinder Singh
Lovely who joined the BJP last
week in a dramatic twist to the
poll battle in the Capital.

Lovely quit as Delhi Congress
chief on April 28 citing reserva-
tions to the alliance between the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the
Congress.

Among the star campaigners
on the BJP list for Delhi are
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
party chief JP Nadda, defence
minister Rajnath Singh, home
minister Amit Shah, Union min-
isters Nitin Gadkari, Piyush
Goyal, Hardeep Singh Puri, and
Smriti Irani, and Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath.
They are all expected to garner
support for the seven BJP candi-
dates in the city, according to the

Arvinder Singh Lovely

list the party shared with the
Election Commission, though
the schedule of rallies not been
finalised yet. Delhi goes to polls
on May 25.

The list of star campaigners
also includes six Delhi BJP MPs
who were dropped this time —
Chandni Chowk MP Harsh Vard-
han (replaced by trade leader
Praveen Khandelwal), New Delhi
MP Meekanskhi Lekhi (replaced
by lawyer Bansuri Swaraj), West
Delhi MP Pravesh Verma
(replaced by former mayor
Kamaljeet Sehrawat), South
Delhi MP Ramesh Bidhuri
(replaced by leader of Opposi-

tion in Delhi assembly Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri), and East Delhi
MP Gautam Gambhir (replaced
by former East Delhi mayor
Harsh Malhotra).

A week after resigning from
the post of Delhi Congress chief,
Lovely on Saturday rejoined the
BJP, along with four other Con-
gress leaders — former Delhi
minister Raj Kumar Chauhan,
former MLAs Naseeb Singh and
Neeraj Basyoa, and leader Amit
Malik.

Lovely was first elected as an
MLA in 1998, following which he
served as a legislator for four
terms, representing the Gandhi
Nagar constituency in East Delhi
till 2013.

He also worked as a cabinet
minister under the Sheila Dik-
shit government between 2003
and 2013.

Lovely first served as the Delhi
Congress president from 2013 to
2015, but resigned soon after the
Congress suffered a heavy defeat
in the Delhi assembly elections.

Denied ticket, Yadav
backs Babbar in Ggm

Abhishek Behl
abhishek.behl@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Days after he was
denied a Congress ticket to con-
test the Gurgaon Lok Sabha seat,
former Haryana minister Ajay
Singh Yadav on Monday rallied
behind Raj Babbar — his party’s
candidate for the constituency —
and said he is lending his sup-
port to ensure that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is defeated.
The Congress on April 30 had
announced that Babbar will con-
test from Gurgaon — overlook-
ing Yadav, a prominent state pol-
iticlan who contested the 2019
polls but lost to BJP’s Rao Inder-
jit Singh, the incumbent MP.
Addressing the media in
Jharsa, Yadav said that over the
last five years, he visited 1,200
villages in the Gurgaon parlia-
mentary constituency and was
working hard on the ground to
ensure a Congress victory in the
Lok Sabha polls. “It was quite
shocking that I was denied a
ticket by the party but it hap-

pened due to the machinations
of senior Congress leaders in
Haryana... I don’t want to take
any names. [ am a loyal soldier of
the party and despite the hurt, I
have decided to fully support the
candidature of Raj Babbar as I
respect the decision of the party
high command,” he said. “I have
assured Babbar and party lead-
ership that I will put all efforts in
the campaign,” Yadav added.
Babbar, who was also present,
said that in the run-up to the
nomination process, he was not
aware that Yadav was seeking a
ticket to contest from Gurgaon.
“Whatever has happened is in
the past but I am thankful to the
senior Congress leader for sup-
porting me,” Babbar said.
Meanwhile, Gurugram dis-
trict BJP chief Kamal Yadav said
the coming together of Yadav
and Babbar will not affect his
party’s prospects. “The BJP is
seeking votes for development
and works carried out in last 10
years,” he said. The Gurgaon
seat will go to polls on May 25.

ECI APPROVES AAP
CAMPAIGN SONG
WITHOUT CUTS,
SAYS DILIP PANDEY

NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party’s campaign song “Jail Ka
Jawab Vote Se” has been
approved by the Election Com-
mission without any cuts, party
leader Dilip Pandey said in a
press conference on Monday.

On April 27, the pre-certifica-
tion committee of the Delhi chief
electoral officer rejected the
song for allegedly “casting asper-
sions on the judiciary”, “inciting
violence”, presenting police “in
bad taste”, and criticising the
BJP on “the basis of unverified
facts”. The committee advised
the AAP to modify the two-min-
ute song and video accordingly.

AAP protested the move, say-
ing the objections had no basis.
“We did not succumb to the
BJP’s pressure..We did not
accept any objection raised by
commission,” Pandey said at the
conference.

The song was written and
sung by Pandey, AAP MLA from
Timarpur and party’s chief whip
in the Delhi assembly. HTC

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY ng

E-Tendering Tender Notice
Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and on
behalf of President of India invites sealed "Open Tender" through on Line
(E-Tendering) for the following work.
E-Tender No. Approx Cost Earnest Money
JHS-ENGG-HQ-2024-87 < 16637941.50 ¥233200.00

Azadi

Vo NORTHERN RAILWAY

of work double stack container.

AmitMahotsav 1st Corrigendum
to Tender Notice No. 74-W-1-1-518-WA-UMB
Dated: 01.05.2024 (RO NO. 1323/2024
Full Name Raising of existing ROB 145-A, 164-A & 167-A on LDH-JHL

section of Ambala Division for facilitating the movement of the

Date and Time of opening of tenderl 24.05.2024 upto 11:30 hrs.

PEEHHELE AVENE VY GL J-Heavy repair of underground drain and sewer
line including cleaning of chambers and pipe line, pumping of rain water
from pitline in AC Loco Shed, Jhansi.

The following modification have been done on ireps website in the tender of the
above noted work to be opened on 24.05.2024:-

Description

Existing Details

Modified details

Date of Closing Tender: 29.05.2024 at 15.00 hrs. Date of completion/ period
from issue acceptance letter: 12 Months. @ Tender online can be submitted up
to 15.00 hrs. on 29.05.2024. e For full details and submission of bid please see
the Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in B03/24 FA
B Morth central railways D @CPRONCR - @north centralrailway www.ncrindianrailways.govin

Approx. Cost of work

33009.59 Lakh

34282.07 Lakh

Earnest Money to be deposited

316,54,800/-

%22,91,000/-

All other contents of the tender/tender documents will remain unchanged.
Tender Notice No.: 74-W-1-1-518-WA-UMB Dated: 06.05.2024

1368/2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

e s

GOVT. OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICE (SOUTH)
M.B. ROAD, SAKET, NEW DELHI-110068
PHONE NO. 011-20860810, Email:- esdmsouth.delhi@gov.in

F.7(515)/DEO(S)/Advert.Leading/2024/1902
PUBLIC NOTICE

Parliamentary Constituency-07 (SDPC-07)

Parliamentary Constituency-07 (SDPC-07):

Regarding appointment of Police Observer, General Election to Lok Sabha 2024 to South Delhi

This is for information of Political Parties and General Public/Voters of General Election to Lok Sabha
2024 of South Delhi Parliamentary Constituency-07 (SDPC-07), that the Election Commission of India has
designated the following officer as Police Observer for General Election to Lok Sabha 2024 for South Delhi

Dated: 06.05.2024

Alloted Name of Mobile no. Time & Date Police Observer
Parliamentary Observer |&Telephone Office Address
Constituency No.

No. & Name
07-South Delhi Mrs. Bina | 7042036965 Meeting time Jija Bai ITI for Women,
Parliamentary Kumari, IPS 11.00 A.M. to 12.00 PM. August Kranti Marg, Siri
Constituency w.e.f. 07.05.2024 till Institutional Area, Siri Fort,
completion of Election New Delhi- 110049

Conduct may be reported at the contact number given above.

The Police Observer will be available to General Public on all working days as per time/date/venue mentioned
in aforesaid table. Any complaint with respect to malpractices in Election and violation of Model Code of

(M. Chaitanya Prasad, IAS)

MAKE YOUR
MONDAY MORNING
PLAYFUL
Catch the latest section of

& Problematics
to solve a set of intriguing puzzles.

SEARCH OF MISSING

General public is hereby informed that one
girl (depicted in the photo), Namely: Deepika,
D/o: Neeru Devi, Rlo: Kh.No. 6/9, Gali No.14
Bhatta Road, Swaroop Nagar, Delhi. Aged: 17
years has been missing from her house since
23.04.2024. In this Regard a FIR No.
245/2024 U/s 363 IPC, Dated 02.05.2024,
has been lodged at P.S. Swaroop Nagar,
Delhi. Her physical description is as under:

Height: 4'9" feet, Complexion:
Wearing: Saffron Colour Top and Blue Colour Jeans and Black Colour

Fancy Chappleinfeet.

Any person is having any information/clue about this missing girl,
may inform to the following at E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.nic.in or
website : http://cbi.nic.in Tele No:011-24368638 or 24368641

DP/5303/0ON/2024

Depika
Fair, Face: Long, Build: Thin,

S.H.0
P.S. Swaroop Nagar, Delhi
Ph: 7065036327

» Madhya Pradesh Commercial Tax Department

Office of Commissioner Commercial Tax, Moti Bunglow Compound,
M.G. Road, Indore, MP — 452007. Ph. 0731-2437314, 312(0)

TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE

mp.gov.in

Tender ID

Tender Ref No : MPCTD/24/2024/27
: 2024_MPTAX_344533_1

G-11070/24 REGIGEORIGR-IR Dk G

The last date of E-Bid submission on MP Tender portal (https://mptenders.gov.in/) against
this office tender ID 2024 _MPTAX_344533_1 dated 14th March 2024 title “TENDER
FOR SELECTION OF AGENCY FOR FACILITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES OF IT
INFRASTRUCTURE” is hereby extended up to 20th May 2024, 6:00 PM and technical
opening of e-tender is hereby extended up to 22nd May 2024, 11:30 AM.
All other terms & conditions of the NIT shall remain unchanged. For further details, visit
MP eProcurement portal https://mptenders.gov.in/ and MPCTD website https://mptax.

(Commissioner)
MP Commercial Tax Department

M INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

(Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India)

SAGARMALA

Head Office: A-13, Sector — 1, Noida - 201 301
Ph.: 0120-2474050, 2544036
Brief Employment Notice No. IWAI/Fin./CAO/4344/2017-18-Part(3) Dated
03.05.2024
Engagement of positions of Sr. Consultant (Bond), Consultant (Budget
& Finance) and Specialist (Audit) for Head Office Noida purely on
contractual basis, for a period of one year, likely to be extended for
further 02 years.
The Inland Waterways Authority of India is an Autonomous Body constituted
by the Act of Parliament, Inland Waterways Authority of India Act, 1985 (82 of
1985) under Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. Government of India,
for regulation, development & maintenance of National Waterways.
It is proposed to engage positions of Sr. Consultant (Bond), Consultant
(Budget & Finance) and Specialist (Audit) purely on Contractual basis,
(initially for the period of one year, likely to be extended for further 02 years)
and invite application from interested and eligible candidates. The maximum
age limit, as on the closing date of receipt of application is 63 years. The last
date for receipt of application is 30 days from the date of advertisement.
Eligible candidates may apply with application in prescribed proforma, to be
addressed to the Assistant Secretary (A&E), IWAI, Noida.
For further details as regards eligibility, ToR etc. please visit IWAl Website
www.iwai.nic.in. Sd/-
SECRETARY

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

', General public is hereby informed that an
X unidentified Male (depicted in the photo) name
y unknown residence and family is unknown
about 40-50 years of age was found dead at
Bus Stand I1.G. Camp (Opp. Indira Gandhi
Jhuggi), Mathura Road, New Delhi on
01.04.2024 at 07:53 AM. In this regard a
DD No. 15A, Dated 01.04.2024 has been
i - registered at PS New Friends Colony, New
o Delhi. The dead body was preserved for 72
Hrs in AIIMS Hospital Mortuary. His physical description is as under:-
Sex: Male, Age: About 40-50 years, Height: 5' 4" ft., Complexion:
Shallow, Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Red & white Short, grey
colour T-Shirtand black colour Pant.

Any person having any information or clue about the deceased may
kindly inform to the undersigned on the following address or
Telephone Numbers:- SHO

Website: http://cbi.nic.in  PS: New Friends Colony, Delhi
E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in Ph.: 011-26834563, 26934863

Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mob.: 8750870924

Code of Conduct may be reported at the contact number given above.

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0039/24-25

The General Observer will be available to General Public on all working days as per time/date/venue
mentioned in aforesaid table. Any complaint with respect to malpractices in Election and violation of Model

(M. Chaitanya Prasad, IAS)
Returning Officer, SDPC-07

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0040/24-25 Returning Officer, SDPC-07 Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/4911/SE/2024
& OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICER/D.C(NE), PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
M= U GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI, HATIOHAL HIGHWAYS PROJECTS
¥ = 3y -
P A DEPUTY COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE COMPLEX, Re hmnou FOR BIDS {IFB)
NAND NAGRI, DELHI-110093 -
GOVT. OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI F. 6(594) DEO(NE) Nodal Officer/Observers/GELS-2024/5035 Dated: 06.05.2022 NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
. i v - : 06.05. ) " )
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICE (SOUTH) PUBLIC NOTICE B B R e o e o et
. e Ghiet Engineer, National Righway, B , onimia herepy Invites bids Tor Performance-base aintenance
M.B. ROAD! SAKET! NEW DELHI-110068 ) . ) . of Roads through e-tendering from experienced firms/organizations for operation and maintenance works and
PHONE NO. 011-20860810, Email: esdmsouth.delhi@gov.in Regarding appointment of Observer (General & Police). General Election to Lok activities for the following sections of the National Highways.
Sabha 2024 to North East Parliamentary Constituency-02, NCT Of Delhi ST Sedtions Length | Estimated Bid B | Contract
F.7(515)/DEO(S)/Advert. Leading/2024/1904 Dated: 06.05.2024 This is for information of political parties and General Public/Voters of General Election to Lok Sabha No. (km) | Cost/Total Bid | Security | Duration
PUBLIC NOTICE 2024 of North East Delhi Parliamentary Constituency-02 that the Election Commission of India has Value (Rs. Lac) | (month)
. . . appointed the following officer as Observers (General & Police) for General Election to Lok Sabha (Rs. Lac)
Regarding appointment of General Observer, General Election to Lok Sabha 2024 to 2024 for North East Delhi Parliamentary Constituency-02 Excluding GST
South Delhi Parliamentary Constituency-07 (SDPC-07) - - - - 1. | Maintenance works and activities (PBMC) on NH-20A| 57.000 | 4309.55Lacs | 43.09 60
. ) . - ) - . Allotted Name of | Mobile/Tel No. & Email Time & Date Office Address (New NH-303) Nagrota- Bagwan-Ranital road km. 0/0 Lacs months
This is for |nformat.|on o_f Political Pame_s, and General Public/Voters of Gerjeral Electllon_ to Lok Sabha Parliamentary | Observer to 5/0 and NH 20A (New NH 503) Ranital to Mubarikpur
2024 of South Delhi Parliamentary Constituency-07 (SDPC-07), that the Election Commission of India has Constituency in Km in Km 39/0 to 91/0 in the State of Himachal
designated the following officer as General Observer for General Election to Lok Sabha 2024 for South Delhi No. & Name Pradesh.
Parliamentary Constituency-07 (SDPC-07): 02 North East | Sh. Ravinder | generalohserverpc02ne@ | Public Mesting Time: | Block-C, D.C. 2. The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of the CPPP website https://eprocure.
Alloted Name of Mobile no. & Time & Date General Observer Delhi Kumar, gmail.com Between 12.00 PM | Office Complex gov.in[enrpcure.{apnfrom 29.04.2024 to D§.06.2024 (upto 1100 Hrs. IST). Bidder must submit its Financial pid
Parliamentary Observer Telephone No. Office Address Parliamentary 1AS Tel- 011-20824951 to 01.00 PM w.e.f. Nand Nagri, and Technical Bid at https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app on or before 03.06.2024 (upto 1100 Hrs IST). Bids
Constituency No. Constituency 07.05.24 t0 24.05.24 | Delhi-110095 received online shall be opened on 04.06.2024 (at 1130 Hrs IST).
& Name . . : P 3. Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, originals of Bid Security, document fee, Power of
- - — " Smt. Sudha | policeohserverdelhi@ | Public Meeting Time: | Sarvodaya Bal/ Attorney and Joint Bidding Agreement etc. as per bid document shall be submitted physically by the Bidder on or
OFZ_SI.OUth Dtelhl Mr.D ’;/IAEOIankI’ 9289333610 M?et;r;got(l)m: '\1/|1 00 Af'M' D'\'\AA é)fgce dCOSmEI?X’ S Pandey, gmail.com Between 11.30 AM | Balika Vidyalaya before 04.06.2024 (upto 1100 Hrs IST), Please note that the Authority reserves the right to accept or reject all or
ngr:es‘{irt]sgni?, o7 85 v c;)nv:;ét.ion N .Decl)r?i | 18028’ IPS Tel- 011-41771363 t012.30 PM w.e.f. | Zeenat Mahal, any of the BIDs without assigning any reason whatsoever.
9 X - : 07.05.24 to 24.05.24 | Jafarabad, Delhi Officer In-charge
of Election

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0042/24-25

The Observer (General & Police) will be available to General Public on all working days as per time/
date/venue mentioned in aforesaid table. Any complaint with respect to malpractices in Election and
violation of Model Code of Conduct may be reported at the contact number given above.

(VEDITHA REDDY), IAS
Returning Officer PC-02

Through
Chief Engineer,

North East Delhi DPR HP-0005

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

National Highway, Nirman Bhawan, HPPWD, Shimla-171002
Phone/ Fax 0177-2629416, e-mail: ce-nh-hp@nic.in

Chief Engineer (NH)
HP.PWD. Shimla-2




NEW DELHI
TUESDAY
MAY 07, 2024

Hindustan Times

MY DELHI

05

Walks, exhibitions to mark
MCD foundation day events

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) plans to
hold a series of events over a
three-day period starting June 1
to mark the first “Nigam Diwas”
or municipal day, senior officials
said on Monday, adding that as
part of the festivities, the civic
body will host heritage walks, a
cultural show, lectures on
municipal history, and an exhi-
bition on artefacts.

The Nigam Diwas festivities
will commemorate 160 years of
the municipality coming into
existence, the officials said.

MCD will also hold cultural
programmes and award employ-
ees during these celebrations.
However, the events will be
strictly non-political as the
model code of conduct would be
in force for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, officials said.

The activities will involve var-
ious MCD departments. “Heri-
tage walks will be held in and
around the Town Hall area with
the help of experts to understand
the history of this region. We are
also working towards finalising
a ‘theme of the year’ concept, for
which feedback has been sought
from all departments. The his-
tory of the municipality and its
role in the evolution of Delhi will
be showcased,” the official from
MCD’s heritage cell said.

Some objects — primarily gifts
and mementos brought by for-
eign dignitaries — are already on
display near the mayor’s office at
the Civic Centre, but many
objects still remain in storage.

“We have asked each depart-
ment to hold lectures or presen-
tations explaining the challenges
faced by them and their future
plans. The process to restore

Celebrations start June 1

MCD: A TIMELINE
O February 1863:
Delhi municipality
came into being

O April 1863: A
committee was set up
to frame by-laws

O June1,1863: First
meeting of the
general committee
was held with the
commissioner in the
chair

O 1866: The Clock
Tower and the Town
Hall were constructed in
Chandni Chowk

QO 1870: First street-lighting was

and lamp-posts.

O 1884: Democratic norm of
election of members through
adult franchise was first
accepted

1902: House tax was
introduced

1926-27: Imperial Delhi
Municipal Committee
or Raisina Municipal
Committee was renamed as New
Delhi Municipal Committee

municipal artefacts has begun
with the help of IGNCA (Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts), and some of these artefacts
will be on display during the
events,” a second official said.
The official said that more
than 6,500 items — which
include rare files, flags, artefacts
and records — have been
retrieved from the old Town
Hall, which would be showcased
during the celebrations. For
instance, in 1905, the prince and

A handkerchief to commemo-
rate the visit of the then
prince and princess of Wales
introduced in 1870 with lantern ~ to India in 1905.

SOURCE:MCD

April 7,1958: MCD comes into
existence under an Act of
Parliament

1993: Separate boards of Delhi
government were set-up
respectively, and named Delhi
Vidyut Board and Delhi Jal
Board.

2011-12: MCD was trifurcated
into North, East and South MCD

2022: The three MCDs were
unified

princess of Wales (who later
went on to become king George
V and queen Mary) visited India.
“The municipality had distrib-
uted printed handkerchiefs with
images of the visitors, and treats
were provided to children in
bronze plates. We found the files
and samples of this muslin cloth,
which is now being handed over to
IGNCA,” the second official said.
The heritage cell also has cop-
ies of proclamations and notifi-
cations issued during royal vis-

its, including the proclamation
of the death of king Edward VII
in 1910. “There are more than
4,000 such files, and we are also
starting the process of digitising
them,” the official said.

Mayor Shelley Oberoi did not
comment on the development.

Leader of the opposition and
Bharatiya Janata Party councillor
Raja Igbal Singh said June 1 will
be a happy occasion. “The MCD
was trifurcated in 2012 and has
gone back to its original form. We
should find some of the oldest liv-
ing former MCD employees and
facilitate them. But is it also a sad
moment that MCD for the last
one and a half years is going
through an unprecedented crisis,
with no committees formed and
all critical projects and policies
pending due to the non-forma-
tion of the standing committee
and other panels,” he said.

A storied history of
Delhi's municipality
The first official quoted above
said that the municipality of
Delhi first came into being in
February 1863. “The committee,
which acted like a constituent
committee, was set up to frame
bylaws to run the city in April
1863, and the first meeting of
general committee was held with
the commissioner in the chair on
June1,1863,” the official said.
Many local bodies and local
authorities were looking after
municipal affairs, which led to
complications and problems
faced by various authorities as
well as by the people. “A need to
have a unified body to adminis-
ter the Municipal Government of
Delhi was strongly felt and
accordingly, a unified civic body
was set up by Parliament—MCD
as it exists came into existence in
1958,” the official added.

Factory goes up in flames

Afire broke out at a two-storey plastic raw material factory in
Narela due to a short circuit on Monday. The fire, reported at
8.26 am, was brought under control by 30 fire tenders by
1.20pm. No one was injured in the incident. HT

10 held for posing
as NEET candidates

Hemani Bhandari

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Ten people were
arrested in six different cases reg-
istered across Delhi for alleged
impersonation of candidates
appearing for the National Eligi-
bility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
conducted on Sunday, police offi-
cers aware of the matter said on
Monday.

According to the data shared by
police, three cases were registered
in south west district, two in south
and one in New Delhi. The respec-
tive deputy commissioners of
police—Rohit Meena, Ankit Chau-
han and Devesh Mahla - con-
firmed that cases were registered.

An investigator said that the
matter came to light when bio-
metrics of the person taking the
test did not match the data in the

system which has details of all stu-
dents taking the test.

South district arrested three in
connection with two incidents of
impersonation reported by two
schools , DCP Chauhan said.

The accused were identified as
Abhishek Kumar, 24, Gajraj
Singh, 21, and Rakesh Kumar, 21,
all native of Rajasthan.

Five people were arrested in
three cases reported in south west
district. A police officer said that
the accused were identified as
Bhagwan Singh of Rajasthan,
Himanshu Joshi of Dwarka in
Delhi and Vikas (identified by his
single name). The names of two
suspects were not revealed.

Two more— Krishna Kumar of
UP and Sumit Kumar of Rajasthan
— were arrested for allegedly
appearing for two candidates in a
school at Tilak Marg.

Bomb threat: Police, DoE to
file atfidavits on readiness

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Monday highlighted the
absence of a specialised stan-
dard operating procedure (SOP)
to safely evacuate students in the
event of a bomb threat, and
directed the Delhi Police and the
Delhi government’s Directorate
of Education (DoE) to file affida-
vits detailing their preparedness
for such situations.

A bench of justice Subramo-
nium Prasad instructed the
authorities to specify the timef-
rame within which they would
reach schools in case of bomb
threats, the number of drills con-
ducted under police supervision,
and the steps taken to minimise
reliance on parents during evac-
uations. The court also asked the
police to specify the steps that
will be taken to probe hoax calls
to schools, and the nodal officer
to be contacted in such cases.

The court was hearing a plea
filed by advocate Arpit Bhargava
last year in the wake of a hoax
bomb threat at DPS Mathura
Road, which said that the gov-
ernment did not have an action
plan to deal with such incidents.

The petition underscored the
need for regular evacuation
drills and robust disaster man-
agement protocols, particularly
in schools ill-equipped to handle
such crises.

The court’s order came days
after panic ensnared Delhi and
the National Capital Region on
May 1 after over 300 schools in
and around the city received
bomb threats over email,
prompting institutions to evacu-
ate students midway through
classes, even as security forces
launched sweeping checks

MCD MODIFIES
PLAN TO APPOINT
FIRM TO CLEAR
LANDFILL WASTE

across dozens of campuses.
“There is no SOP as far as
schools are concerned... How do
you ensure which is the author-
ity which will start acting on
information from school,” the
bench asked advocate Santosh
Kumar Tripathi, who appeared
for the Delhi government.
“Though the Delhi police has
also filed guidelines to deal with
bomb threat at schools, it does
not give data regarding number
of schools in each zone, the nodal
officer to be contacted by the
schools, time to take action on
receipt of bomb threat and the
number of mock drills that may
have been conducted under the
supervision of Delhi Police to
ensure that children are evacu-
ated from schools without there
being any panic... The said affida-
vit be filed by the Delhi Police and
DoE, GNCTD within a period of 10
days,” the court said in its order.
During the hearing, Bhar-
gava’s counsel Beenashaw N
Soni highlighted the recent spate
of hoax bomb emails, expressing
concerns over the strain on

, i A

Police officers outside Mother Mary's School in Mayur Vihar on
May 1—the day the school received a hoax bomb threat.

SV
HTPHOTO

resources and psychological
impact on parents and students.
Tripathi submitted there are
around 5,500 schools in the Cap-
ital, and thus it was difficult to
deploy police personnel at every
school. “Police have issued their
own SOP. Every private school is
informed what to do,” he said.
A DoE official present at the
hearing said the government has
issued directions to schools to
conduct drills quarterly.

MHA asks schools, police

to have close coordination
The Union ministry of home
affairs (MHA) has asked Delhi’s
schools and the police to have
close coordination during bomb
threats in order to ensure that
misinformation does not create
any unnecessary panic. The offi-
cial X account of MHA spokesper-
son wrote, “Home Secretary
reviews the situation in wake of
hoax emails received by some
schools in Delhi last week. He
stressed the need to prepare
detailed protocol and SOPs to han-
dle any such situation in future.”

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) has
decided to modify its existing
plan to clear landfill sites due to
its inability to appoint new agen-
cies to carry out biomining of
around 6 million tonnes of leg-
acy waste at Ghazipur and Bhal-
swa dumpsites, senior MCD offi-
cials aware of the matter said on
Monday.

A senior MCD official on con-
dition of anonymity said that the
approval of the standing com-
mittee is mandatory in awarding
such a large-scale work with
massive financial implications.
“We invited bids for appointing
agencies to process 3 million
tonnes of legacy waste each at
Ghazipur and Okhla. The work
order could not be issued and we
could not finalise the successful
bid in absence of the panel. In
any tender process, the quoted
rates can hold true only for a
period of six months and now
we have to start the process
afresh,” the official added.

However, an MCD spokesper-
son said that no new tenders will
be floated till the formation of
the standing committee.

The official quoted above said
that whenever the fresh tender
process is started the quantum
of waste would be increased by
around 3 million tonnes (1.5 mil-
lion tonnes for each site) to take
into account the delay in
appointing the agencies.

The municipal commission-
ers have the power to grant
approval to projects worth up to
X5 crore. Projects involving
higher amounts have to be first
placed before the standing com-
mittee.

MCD meet called on May 14; mayoral
polls unlikely this month, say officials

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) has
called an “ordinary” meeting of
the house of councillors on May
14, as the Delhi mayoral elec-
tions has not been held due to
the non-appointment of a presid-
ing officer. The mayoral elec-
tions are now unlikely to be held
this month, and the house meet
is expected to list the agenda,
which could not be taken up in
the previous meetings, senior
civic officials aware of the matter
said on Monday.

A senior MCD official on con-
dition of anonymity said that it is
mandatory under section 72 of
the Delhi Municipal Corporation
Act to hold at least one corpora-
tion meeting every month.
“Mayor Shelly Oberoi, who con-
tinues to hold the post, in the
absence of fresh elections, has

HC GRANTS BAIL
T0 MAN ACCUSED
OF TERROR LINKS

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court on Monday granted bail to
a man accused of supporting
the banned terrorist group, the
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS), noting that possessing
incriminating material, such as
photographs of terrorist Osama
bin Laden and ISIS flags, on
electronic devices is not suffi-
cient evidence to label someone
as a member of the terrorist
organisation.

The court emphasised that
such type of incriminating
material was freely available on
the internet and any curious
mind can access such content.

“Merely because the mobile
device of the appellant was
found carrying incriminating
material including photographs
of terrorist Osama bin Laden,
Jihad Promotion, ISIS flags etc.
and he was also accessing lec-
tures of hard-liner/Muslim
preachers would not be enough
to brand him as a member of
such terrorist organization,
much less his being acting in
furtherance of its cause,” a
bench led by Suresh Kumar Kait
said. HTC

IT IS MANDATORY
UNDER SEC-72 OF
DELHI MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION ACT
TO HOLD ONE
MEETING EVERY
MONTH, A SENIOR
MCD OFFICIAL SAID

approved that this month’s
meeting will be held on May 14,
and elections of mayor and dep-
uty mayor are not on the
agenda,” the official added.
Lieutenant governor (LG) VK
Saxena on April 25 linked the
mayoral elections with the avail-
ability of the Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal, who is cur-
rently lodged in Tihar jail in con-
nection with the excise policy
case. Saxena, who needs to
appoint a presiding officer to
hold mayoral elections, said, “I

do not deem it appropriate to
excise my power as administra-
tor to appoint the presiding offi-
cer in absence of inputs from the
chief minister.”

A meeting notice, issued by
municipal secretary Siva Prasad,
dated May 3, said that MCD’s
“ordinary” meeting will be held
on May 14 at 1lam in Aruna Asaf
Ali hall of the Civic Centre. The
agenda that was not taken up
during the meetings —
adjourned in September, Octo-
ber and December last year as
well as in January, February and
March this year — will also be
listed, it added. “This is issued
under the orders of the mayor,”
the order read.

Normally, as per section 35 of
the Delhi Municipal Corporation
Act, the elections of mayor and
deputy mayor need to be held in
the first meeting of the financial
year. Last month, the corpora-
tion made preparations to hold

the election on April 26, but due
to non-appointment of the pre-
siding officer, the corporation
was forced to postpone it at the
last minute.

An MCD official on condition
of anonymity said that the fate of
the mayoral elections will now
be directly linked with the CM’s
advice. “The file for fresh nomi-
nation of presiding officer is
likely to be moved when the situ-
ation regarding the availability
of the CM changes either
through his release, resignation
or through an order by the
courts,” the official added.

Meanwhile, Oberoi will con-
tinue to hold the office. LG order,
dated April 25, said that in the
“larger public interest it would
be in the fitness of things that
mayor and deputy mayor con-
tinue to hold their position till
such time that election can be
held in terms of the legal provi-
sions.”
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Renu Alka Seﬁga[
w/o Vivek Chaand Sehgal

Cﬁautﬁa/‘?myer ‘Meeting will be held on
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at Durbar Hall, T aj Palace Hotel,

Sardar Patel ‘Maryg, New Delhi
from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm
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Laksh Vaaman Seﬁgaf and Samriddhi Seﬁga[
(Son and ‘Daugﬁter—in-llaw)

Siddh Vaasav Seﬁgaf

Ganan Yuvaan Seﬁga(

Kushaan Samarth Seﬁga(
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Nirvan Avi Cﬁqﬂm,
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Anjali and Bipin Gujral

(Sister and Brother-in-Law)

Avni Gujral, Amba Gujral,
Vedika Prakash (Nieces)
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Mercury remains above 40-degree
mark for 3rd day, may hit42°C today

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi continued to
reel under hot weather condi-
tions on Monday as the city
recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 40.7 degrees Celsius (°C)
—the third day in a row that the
mercury has crossed the 40-de-
gree mark in the Capital.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has predicted
no relief ahead, expecting the
temperature to hover around
41-42°C for the rest of the week,
Met officials said. IMD has also
predicted a dust storm to lash the
Capital on Tuesday night, but offi-
cials said that the weather event
will not bring respite to residents.

The Safdarjung observatory —
the base station for Delhi’s
weather — logged a maximum
temperature of 40.7°C on Mon-
day, which is a notch above nor-
mal for this time of the year. This
was slightly lower than the 41.1°C
on Sunday — the season’s high-
estso far.

Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist
at IMD, said Delhi recorded
strong surface winds during the
day on Monday, which, despite
clear skies, did not allow the
mercury to climb too much.

School students out on a hot summer’s day at Sarita Vihar on Monday.

“This is why we saw a marginal
drop in comparison to Sunday.
On Tuesday, clear skies will per-
sist and this will lead to a rise in
maximum temperature by 1-2°C
at most places. It can touch 42°C
at Safdarjung and even higher in
other parts of the city,” he said.
In terms of minimum temper-
ature, Delhi recorded a low of

24.4°C, a degree below normal. It
was 22.7°C on Sunday. Forecasts
show the minimum is likely to
be around 25°C on Tuesday and
could cross 26°C by Saturday.
Meanwhile, Srivastava ruled
out any chances of a heatwave
affecting Delhi in the coming
days, pointing out that in order
for a heatwave to be declared in

RAJKRAJ/HT PHOTO

the plains, the maximum needs
to be above 40°C, while also
being 4.5 notches above normal.

The highest maximum
recorded at any weather station
so far this year is 44°C, at the
Sports Complex (Akshardham)
weather station on Sunday.
Interestingly, the maximum
temperature for the Sports Com-

plex station was unavailable on
Monday.

The highest maximum in the
city on Monday was 42.6°C at
Najafgarh.

This hot, dry, and windy
weather has also translated into
dust becoming a prominent pol-
lutant in Delhi, leading to a spike
in PM10 levels. Delhi’s air quality
was ‘poor’ for a fourth consecu-
tive day on Monday, with a
24-hour average Air Quality
Index (AQI) of 247 (poor) at 4
pm, according to the national
bulletin released by the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
It was 291 (poor) at the same
time on Sunday.

The air quality may worsen on
Tuesday, with IMD forecasting a
50% chance of a dust storm also
occurring on Tuesday night.
Despite this, there were no indi-
cations from the Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in NCR to hold an emer-
gency meeting to invoke the
Graded Response Action Plan
(Grap). Stage 1 of Grap was lifted
by CAQM on February 27.

“The day will be warm and
dry. We can expect a dust storm
with gusty winds of up to 45
kmph at night-time,” Srivastava
said.

Conmen dupe man of 22 cr
over RS seat, forge Prez sign

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 63-year-old man
was allegedly cheated of 32.25
crore by two men under the pre-
text of getting a seat in the Rajya
Sabha, police said on Monday,
adding that one of the suspects
has been arrested, while the
other one is in police custody.

According to officers probing
the case, the conmen also forged
the President of India’s signature
to gain the complainant’s trust.

Police did not share the name
of the complainant, but said that
he is a social worker.

Officers said that the incident
came to light on April 25, when
the 63-year-old physically
restrained one of the alleged
conmen at a banquet hall in
Adhchini, before informing
police and filing a complaint
against the two suspects at the
Kishangarh police station.

Giving details of the case, dep-
uty commissioner of police
(southwest) Rohit Meena said
the complainant told investiga-

POLICE SAID ONE
OF THE SUSPECTS
WAS INTRODUCED
TO THE VICTIM AS
A PROTOCOL
OFFICER TO

THE PRESIDENT

tors that last year, he met a man
named Nanak Dass ata house in
Vithal Bhai Patel House — a
neighbourhood on Rafi Marg
home to several politicians.
Dass, the chief priest of a tem-
ple in Kishangarh, in August
2023 introduced the complain-
ant to Naveen Kumar, who
posed as a protocol officer to the
President of India, said police.
“The complainant and the
suspects met several times at
Vithal Bhai Patel House over the
following months. We don’t
know how they got access to
these government houses. The
meetings also took place in
Defence Colony and Kishangarh.
The suspects led the business-

man to believe that his name
was proposed for a member of
the Rajya Sabha,” a senior officer
associated with the case said.

“To gain his trust, the suspects
gave him a birthday letter. The
letter had the President’s name
and her forged letterhead,” the
officer said, on condition of ano-
nymity.

Police said that the suspects
then demanded 5 crore from
the complainant to get the Rajya
Sabha seat. “The complainant
paid 1.25 crore to Kumar and X1
crore to Dass,” the officer said.

After getting the money, the
suspects broke off contact. Real-
ising he had been duped, the
complainant called the suspects
to the Adhchini banquet hall
under pretext of paying them the
rest of the money, and managed
to restrain Kumar before calling
police, officers said.

“During further investigation,
Dass was also caught from Delhi.
Both men are being interro-
gated,” the officer quoted above
said, adding that Dass is in cus-
tody but is yet to be arrested.

35-yr-old stabbed to
death on NE Delhi
road, 4 mmors held

HT Correspondent
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SHRI LALIT KUMAR MALHOTRA
1 FEBRUARY 1944 — 5 MAY 2024

A LOVING HUSBAND AND DOTING FATHER
A PILLAR FOR HIS FAMILY AND COMMUNITY

A MAN WITH INIMITABLE STYLE

A GENEROUS SOUL FILLED WITH LOVE AND LAUGHTER
A MAN ENDOWED WITH A SPIRITUAL HEART
AN AMBASSADOR FOR LIVING LIFE TO THE FULLEST
A MAN WE ALL LEARNT MUCH FROM

KAJAL MALHOTRA

BIR & USHA MALHOTRA

RENU MALHOTRA
SHAKTI SAGAR

ASHOK & BINNA MULLICK

SUNITA MALHOTRA

LUV MALHOTRA

CHAND MALHOTRA

NEELKAMAL & ALKA MALHOTRA
VANITA NANDA

NAVNEET & ANITA DHAWAN

NEPHEWS, NIECES & GRANDCHILDREN

8 May, 2024 from 4:00 pm — 5:00 pm at the Ballroom
Hotel The Suryaa, New Friends Colony

New Delhi

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82599569049

Shri l}ay Kumar Jain -
(17.08.1953 - 07.05.2021) °

Your legacy of wisdom guides us and
brings light into our lives all the way.
Though three years have passed,
your spirit in our hearts still reamins,
Forever in our hearts, vou will respectfully relgn

Beeply Mou med by:
\_ Ritika Jain, Amyraa Jain, Vyomm Jain and all Jain family.

Smt. Renu Jain
(26.07.1959 - 06.05.2021)

-

Death Anniversary

Lala Gopi Chand Jain
(Jassar Wale)

Though your presence may be gone,
Your memory will always live on.

.
¢

A Legacy defined by
Vision, Commitment & Service...
An Educationist who turned

Asha & Rajkumar Jain
& Entire Family
VEERA DEVELOPERS GROUP
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NEW DELHI: A day after a
35-year-old man was stabbed to
death on a busy residential
street at Jafrabad in northeast
Delhi, the police on Monday
apprehended four minors
involved in the murder, officers
aware of the case said.

Deputy commissioner of
police (northeast) Joy Tirkey
said the deceased was identified
as Mohammed Nazir alias
Nanhe, a resident of Chauhan
Bangar — a history sheeter with
multiple cases of attempt to
murder and robbery registered
against him.

Officers said on Sunday, that
the police control room
received a call about the murder
at around 7pm. A police team
was dispatched, and found a
man lying in a pool of blood
with stab injuries on his fore-
head, neck and abdomen. He
was rushed to a nearby hospital,
where he was declared brought
dead.

Investigators said that the
deceased was identified as
Nazir, and local inquiry

A screengrab from CCTV
footage of the incident. HT

revealed that he was on his two-
wheeler when some boys
stopped him and attacked him
with knives.

A video of the incident, cap-
tured by a local resident,
emerged on social media, police
said.

Tikey said the boys were
identified with the help of the
footage. “During interrogation,
they told police that they com-
mitted the murder because two
days ago, Nazir had threatened
one of them with a pistol,” the
DCP said.

TEEN ABDUCTED,
KILLED: ACTION ON
COPS FOR FAILURE
TO RESCUE BOY

Arun Singh

arun.singh@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: A day after the body of a
15-year-old boy, the son of a
dhaba owner in Greater Noida,
was found in a canal at Milka
Mosamgarh in Bulandshahr,
around 50 km from Greater
Noida, 11 teams have been
formed to trace the suspects,
senior police officers said, add-
ing that departmental action was
taken against the officers con-
cerned for failing to locate the
boy who was kidnapped from
outside his father’s dhaba in Beta
2 locality last Wednesday.
“Station house officer of Beta
2 police station, Munendra
Singh, was transferred on Sun-
day night, and clarification has
been sought from ACP, Greater
Noida,” said Shivhari Meena,
joint commissioner of police.
“Some important points have
come to the fore. We are working
on these leads,” Meena said.
According to police, teenager
Kunal Sharma, a resident of a
Mayana village in Rabupura,
was helping his father run the
dhaba in Accher area in Beta 2
locality, outside of which he was
kidnapped on Wednesday by a
gang, including a woman, who
arrived there in a white car.

Shots fired at Tilak Nagar car
showroom, 4 injured: Police

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two men barged
into a car showroom in Tilak
Nagar on Monday evening and
fired 10-12 rounds at the estab-
lishment before fleeing, police
officers said, adding that four
people —including the owner of
the showroom — were seriously
injured in the incident.

Before making their escape,
police said, the assailants threw
a handwritten note — on which
names of some gangsters were
mentioned — into the show-
room. Officers are probing
whether the gangsters men-

tioned in the note were attempt-
ing to extort money from Manoj
Malik, the showroom owner.

Deputy commissioner of
police (west) Vichitra Veer said
the showroom where the inci-
dent occurred is called Fusion
Cars, located in the Ganesh
Nagar locality, which deals with
used high-end luxury cars.

“As per initial information,
multiple shots were fired, aim-
ing towards the glass and in the
air. Some people sustained inju-
ries due to the broken glass.
They are under treatment. No
bullet injury has been reported.
Further details are being looked
into,” said DCP Veer.

Police said a case of firing,
attempt to murder, and other
charges was registered at the
Tilak Nagar police station.

“A note recovered from the
crime scene had names of gang-
sters Naveen Bali, who is pres-
ently in jail, Himanshu Bhau,
who is suspected to be hiding
abroad, and Neeraj Faridpuria,
who is also absconding. It’s too
early to say if the gangsters
named in the note are behind the
firing. There is a possibility that
someone used their names to
create fear in the mind of the
used cars showroom owner,
who appeared to be the target of
the attackers,” said an officer.
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LAKSHADWEEP SEA

tration (NOAA), this level of
DHW poses a substantial risk of
coral bleaching, threatening the
region’s diverse marine ecosys-
tems,” CMFRI said in a state-
ment.

According to the Pacific
Island Ocean Observing System,
Degree Heating Week (DHW)
shows how much heat stress
has accumulated in an area over
the past 12 weeks (three
months) by adding up any tem-
perature exceeding the bleach-
ing threshold during that time
period. When DHW reaches
4°C-weeks, significant coral
bleaching is likely, especially in
more sensitive species. When
DHW is 8°C-weeks or higher,
widespread bleaching and mor-
tality from thermal stress may
occur.

“Such heat stress levels sig-
nify a severe threat to coral
health, leading to extensive
bleaching where corals lose the
symbiotic algae (zooxanthellae),
compromising their survival by
depriving them of essential
nutrients. If the DHW continue
to rise, reaching beyond
12°C-weeks, it could precipitate
an unprecedented biodiversity
crisis due to multispecies mor-
tality,” said KR Sreenath, senior
scientist at CMFRIL.

The CMFRI team has been
observing this severe bleaching
from around mid April.

“We have a survey team in
Lakshadweep that identified
that a very large area (around
934 sqgkm) has been impacted.
The Lakshadweep atolls are
built on corals. If these corals
are destroyed it will impact the
livelihoods of fishermen
because these corals support
fish. If corals are impacted, the
growth and size of the island
will also be affected because the
island is made of coral sand or
particles,” added Sreenath.

The Lakshadweep Sea has
recorded around three coral
bleaching events —1998, 2010
and 2016. “Following the
1997-98 event around 65% of the
corals globally that were
bleached recuperated. There
were two other bleaching events
but the current bleaching event
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recuperate. Because their tissue
is disintegrating, its an opportu-
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nity for other species to occupy
the space, sea weeds can occupy
this area,” added Sreenath.

As El Nino gradually loosens
it grip, such bleaching events
are being globally including the
bleaching in the Great Barrier
Reef and Gulf of Mannar. “We
were expecting this to happen
in India. The lower latitudes
have been more impacted in the
past 2-3 months,” he explained.

“This is expected. With
increasing ocean temperatures
marine biodiversity is likely to
be seriously affected. Immediate
impact could be on coral reefs.
Other impacts expected are
mortality of marine species.
Unfortunately, we know these
adverse impacts qualitatively.
No authentic quantitative
impacts are estimated,” said M
Rajeevan, former secretary,
ministry of earth sciences.

“While the Indian Ocean
warmed at a rate of 1.2°C per
century during 1950-2020, cli-
mate models, we assessed, pre-
dict accelerated warming, at a
rate of 1.7°C-3.8°C per century
during 2020-2100. Though the
warming is basin-wide, maxi-
mum warming is in the north-
western Indian Ocean including
the Arabian Sea. The rapid
warming in the Indian Ocean is
not limited to the surface. The
heat content of the Indian
Ocean, from surface to 2000
meters deep, is currently
increasing at the rate of 4.5 zet-
ta-joules per decade,” said Roxy
Mathew Koll, climate scientist
at Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology.

“The future increase in heat
content is comparable to adding
the energy equivalent of one
Hiroshima atomic bomb deto-
nation every second, all day,
every day, for a decade... Marine
heatwaves, periods of extremely
high temperatures in the ocean,
are expected to increase from
20 days per year to 220-250
days per year. This will push the
tropical Indian Ocean into a
near-permanent heatwave state,
our study has found,” he added.

Koll also said that the projec-
ted changes in pH may be detri-
mental to the marine ecosystem
since many marine organisms

pled with shifts in ocean cur-
rents, leading to unusually high

water temperatures. Since Octo-
ber 27, 2023, the Lakshadweep
Sea, spanning from 80.0 to 12.0
N latitude and 71.0 to 75.0 E lon-
gitude, has been experiencing
these conditions, with tempera-
tures consistently registering
rises greater than 1°C above the
norm,” said Shelton Padua, sen-
ior scientist at CMFRI.

HT reported on November 2
last year that ocean and land
temperatures continued their
record-breaking spree in Octo-
ber. Sea surface and land tem-
peratures have been at record
highs for seven and five months
respectively, data maintained
by University of Maine’s Cli-
mate Reanalyzer shows.

The latest data on Climate
Reanalyzer also shows daily sea
surface temperatures have been
far higher this year also since
January, than temperatures
ever recorded.

POONCH ATTACK

by security forces for question-
ing has gone up to 16. Officials
privy to the investigation said
the attack was engineered by
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s Habibullah
Malik, alias Sajid Jutt. A native of
Kasur district in Pakistan’s Pun-
jab province, Sajid Jutt is wanted
by the National Investigation
Agency for orchestrating terror
attacks in Rajouri and Poonch.

“Though the attackers tried to
replicate a Dhatyar Morh-like
ambush of December 21 last year,
this time they didn’t succeed
because of retaliation by the sol-
diers,” said another official.

“The first vehicle that came
under brief fire sped away and
stopped at a distance before sol-
diers from it retaliated against the
attackers. The tailing vehicle,
however, bore the brunt of fire.
Before the attackers could cause
more damage, they were
unnerved by the swift retaliation
by the soldiers in the first vehicle,”
the official added.

Investigators found 7.62mm
steel core bullets and 5.56mm
bullets from the spot. The terror-
ists, believed to be three to four in
number, used steel core bullets to
inflict maximum damage.

Former DGP Dr SP Vaid said,
“Since the Pakistani establish-

infiltrate a group of terrorists.
While 99 times the Army may

avert their attempts, in the 100th
attempt they may succeed and
once a group is in, it would be on
suicide mission. It will try to cause
mayhem and that is what they are
doing,” he added.

To check frequent attacks in
the twin border districts, the
former DGP suggested improved
human intelligence, a re-look at
SOPs and engaging local youth as
SPOs (special police officers) in
the police force. “We need to
improve human intelligence,
review our tactics and improve
SOPs. See, where are we lagging
and what steps can be initiated to
avert such attacks,” he said.

“We can make use of local boys,
who know the terrain. Around
500 to 1,000 local youth can be
recruited as SPOs. They know the
jungles, caves, routes and every
inch of the land. They can be util-
ised for countering terrorism.
They have played a significant
role in counter-insurgency opera-
tions in the past as well,” he said.

The modus operandi of the ter-
rorists remains the same. With
logistical support from sleeper
cells, the terrorists first recce the
target area and note the timings of
convoys that usually move there
for operational duties before
finally carrying out the attack. The
terrorists usually ambush con-
voys in the evening hours just
before dusk.

“Saturday’s ambush at Sanai
Top was around 30km from the
Dhatyar Morh ambush site of
December 21 last year, which had
left five soldiers dead ,” said a sen-
ior police officer, who did not
wish to be named.

“Now, these terrorists are using
Chinese-made steel core bullets
and US-made M4 rifles with the
sole purpose of inflicting huge
damage on the forces,” said Vaid.

An Army officer, who
requested anonymity, said, “Secu-
rity forces have contained terrorist
activity in Kashmir and brought it
to almost zero, especially after the
revocation of Article 370 but at the
same time the area south of the Pir
Panjal has been witnessing a spike
in terrorism.”

Rajouri and Poonch have hilly
terrain spread over 4,304sq km
with the Line of Control meander-
ing along the two border districts.

trum sought a change in dates due
to adverse weather conditions.

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE

Mayank
Austen Soofi

The Imperial pink

Ode to an obsolete landmark

The pink building bears the shade of twi-
P U B I_ I c light. The purpose for which it was built
is long gone, but the structure continues
I N T E R E ST to exist, here in Paharganj, the backpack-
ers’ district reeling with Covid-era clo-

sures of cafés and bookstores.

In a locality overwhelmed with disappeared
landmarks, Imperial Cinema sits on one side of
Brijmohan Sethi Chowk. It sits confidently, as if the
hollow hulk were to outlast us all. The cinema
closed in 2015. During its final years, it used to
screen action movies from the 1990s; the morning
shows were reserved for A-rated English films. The
cinema hall was originally a colonial-era theatre
and hosted balls for British officers, according to

stats— 189 seats in the balcony, 381 seats in the rear

stall. A large poster, probably of the last movie
screened, is so faded and tattered that it is impossi-
ble to identify the actors, though one of the faces
hints to Mithun Chakraborty. An adjacent column
is plastered with pink fliers advertising “Maths and
Reasoning Special Classes” by “Kishen Sir.”
Directly across the road stands a spifty building
speckled with curtained windows. It is the appro-
priately named Hotel Imperial View.
Meanwhile, the other side of the theatre—on
Lakshmi Narayan Street—has become literally wild.
Wayward tree leaves are growing atop the theatre’s
roof. Roots of that tree have set into the derelict
brick wall, clearly visible through the peeling pink.
The facade overlooks a landmark about to vanish.
An aged mansion—beautiful arched doorways,
etc— has lately been bounded up with blue metal
barricades, a sure sign of looming demolition.

night. The Imperial’s pink is more lasting.

1.C.A.R.-Indian Agricultural Statistics Research Institute
Library Avenue, Pusa, New Delhi-110012

Interview

Online Interview via Video Conferencing will be held for filling
up positions of 01 Research Associate/Senior Research

HT Shine Jobs

Fellow, 01 IT Professional-lll, 02 Young Professional-ll
(IT), and 01 Young Professional-l (F&A) on 27.05.2024
and for 08 Young Professional-l (IT) on 28.05.2024 from
10.30 am onwards on contractual basis in a project running
in the Institute. The incumbent shall not have any claim
for regular appointment under ICAR-IASRI. The details
of eligibility conditions and other relevant information are
available on the Institute’s website https:/fiasri.icar.gov.in/
Emp_vacancy.aspx

File no. 1(3)/2023-Rectt.Cell Sd/-
Assistant Administrative Officer

Army Welfare Education Society runs Army College of Medical Sciences (ACMS), a medical
College established on 01 Apr 2008 in state-of-the-art campus, conducting MBBS programme
for 100 students on campus.

ualifications and Experience: As per NMC norms, candidates must possess recognised
postgraduate medical qualifications and other academic qualifications from a recognised
Institution, with a minimum of 10 years teaching experience as Professor/Associate
Professor /Reader in a recognised medical college, out of which at least five years should
have been as Professorin a department. Age below 67 years as on 01 Jul 2024. The postis
contractual employment on consolidated salary basis.
Head of the Departments of Medical Colleges and retired Army Medical Corps Officers will
be given due consideration.
Eligible candidates are requested to apply by e-mail to Additional Director AWES,
HQ DelhiArea to reach the office HQ Delhi Area (AWES), College Section, Delhi Cantt- 110010
by 31 May 2024 with soft copy of CV/Biodata & testimonials at
soawes.delhiarea@awesindia.edu.in/ addidirdelhi@awesindia.edu.in.

NABARD CONSULTANCY SERVICES Pvt. Ltd.

(A wholly owned subsidiary of NABARD)
Corporate Office: 7th Floor, NABARD Tower, 24, Rajendra Place, New Delhi - 110125

RECRUITMENT NOTICE

(Advt.RefNo:NABCONS,/CO-HR/03/PBCS/2024-25 Dated:07.05.2024)
Online applications are invited from Indian citizens for 01

NABCONS

post of Consultant - Online Marketing Expert at Mumbai.

For detailed advertisementand instructions, visit website:
https://www.nabcons.com/career/pbcs
Lastdate for submission of online application: 14.05.2024

ICAR-INDIAN GRASSLAND AND FODDER RESERCH INSTITUTE
Pahaj Dam, Gwalior Road, Jhansi-284003

FNo. 1-7/NLM project/YP/SS/PAR/2023 Dated: 06.05.2024

CWALK-IN-INTERVIEW)

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW for Young Professional-I (One) (Rs. 30000/-
p.m. fixed (consolidated) purely on temporary basis will be held on
24.05.2024 at 11.00 AM at ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder
Research Institute, Jhansi for a period of One year & extension as per
required in the NLM Project entitied "Genetic improvement of Forage
crops for sustainable livestock production”, For Essential Qualification,

WESTERN RAILWAY - VADODARA

e wiera RraReme=
(T FHAIeTT, YR WRDBR o M sy frafienery)
ATTIRT, TSIGNT, ORI 390004

GATI SHAKTI VISHWAVIDYALAYA

(A Central University under the Ministry of Railways, Government of India)

Lalbaug, Vadodara, Gujarat 390004

Sd/-
ARMY COLLEGE OF MEDICAL § (ACMS), DELHI CANTT -
UNDER ARMY WELFARE EDUCATION SOCIETY (AWES) Managing Director e TR
REQUIRES DEAN =75 LSRN

ADMISSION NOTICE : AY 2024-25

e

executive training.

disciplines for the AY 2024-25:

Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV), Vadodara is a Central University established by an Act of Parliament [Central
Universities (Amendment) Act 2022]. The University is sponsored by the Ministry of Railways, Govt. of India. Being a
University of first of-its—kind, GSV focuses on transport and logistics related education, multidisciplinary research and

GSV invites Applications for admission to the following academic programmes across Technology and Management

| Discipline | Level | Program | Duration | No.of Seat | Entrance Test

« B.Tech. in Civil Engineering

Only shortlisted candidates will be called for interview. No TA/DA will be admissible. 3 : e ; A oot Fms o 2 A o 4 Year 60
Er?wgils:goalslss.ili?h;a?eeas@“gweesic:diea.e%rl:r.]i:mggldifdelhi@mes?nadizsgh.ii Remuneration and other details please visits please our website: (Specialization : Rail Engineering)
Website: www.awesindia.com/www.theacms.in www.igfri.icar.gov.in, + B.Tech. in Electronics and Communication 4 Year 60 JEE (Main) 2024
Forfurther query contact: Mob No- 9818763813 l/c Head of Office Engineering (Specialization :Rail Engineering) Admissions through
Under- ¢ B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineering 4 Year 60 JOSAA
graduate (Specialization: Rail Engineering)
1 H H Technology e i
Netall SUhhaS UﬂIVB I'Sltv Of TeChn0|Ogv (NSUT) gﬁgg;rs) * B.Tech. in Electrical Engineering 4 Year 60 igrsciji%sé/‘\\/gslt
. (Specialization : Rail Engineering) Websites
SEGtOI"3 y Dwal‘ka y NBW De I h|'1 1 0078 » B.Tech. in Artificial Intelligence & Data Science 4 Year 60 https://josaa.nic.in
(Formerly Netaji Subhas Institute of Technology, NSIT) (Specialization: Transportation and Logistics) https://csab.nic.in
(GOVt. of NCT of Delhi) * B.Tech in Aviation Engineering 4 Year 30
Post- * MBA (Logistics and Supply Chain Management) 2 Year 30
raduate CUET-PG/ CAT/
ADMISSIONS 2024-25 | A e e e A
Programs) Degree Program with Indian Maritime University

Executive Programs Exclusively for Working Professionals

Degree Programmes Links for Further Details

Admission Criteria

B. Tech. JEE (Main) - 2024 Paper-1 Rank ) : . o Post- » M.Tech (Intelligent Transport Systems) 3 Year 20
- https://www.jacdelhi.admissions.nic.in Technolo graduate GSV Ent Test
B. Arch. JEE (Main) - 2024 Paper-1l Rank gy (Executive i . _ ntrance Tes
Programs) ¢ M.Tech (Railway Engineering) 3 Year 20
GATE Score/Non-GATE (Written Test
M. Tech. Conducted by NSUT) Post- * MBA (Logistics and Supply Chain Management) 2 Year 30
graduate | - ;
Score of UCEED /National or State Management (Executive MBA (Multi-modal Transportation) 2 Year 30 GSV Entrance Test
B. Des 'Ir:|\|/ieeldE32rSri”gl:1aEi?;|1dl"n Design" or http://www.nsut.ac.in Programs) |+ MBA (Metr9 Rau.l Management) 2 Year 30
Technology/ | Doctoral |* Ph. D (Engineering) 3 : GSV Entrance Test/
M.Sc. (Physics, Management | (Sponsored)|« Ph. D (Management) JRF/SRF/GATE

Chemistry, Mathematics)

MA (English, Applied
Psychology)

< Apply Online at- https://gsvadm.samarth.edu.in/2024
< Visit GSV website (https://gsv.ac.in) for detailed information about the programs.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

CUET-2024 Score

BBA CUET-2024 Score The only University in India exclusively focused on transport and logistics education.
CAT-2023 or MAT-2023/24 Score plus | Nhttps://www.cmacadmissions.com Multi-disciplinary programmes based on demand-driven curriculum addressing industry needs.
MBA Personal Interview Innovation led & Industry driven University with strong emphasis on industry connect.
Collaborations with top Higher Education Institutes and Industry.
MBA-IEV Written Test plus Personal Interview https://www.cmacadmissions.com Highly experiential and unique interdisciplinary pedagogical approach incorporating latest technologies .

High-quality and experienced faculty with global exposure.

Focus on 21* century skills: communication, critical thinking and innovation.

Project-based teaching-learning and well-structured internships at Indian Railway establishments and other organizations.
State of the art Railway facilities and lab infrastructure.

Excellent Hostel facilities for the UG students and female PG students - for regular students only

GSV Financial Aid upto 100% of tuition and 50% of hostel fee - only for the eligible regular students.

egarding Eligib eria, Reservation, Ad on P
..‘ l.d v

or detailed informatio
edules, Application P
.l.




NEW DELHI, TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2024

Classitieds tuesday

1 accounts/rinance | GENERAL MuLt
: : .

REQUIRED SENIOR Accountant 4-5

TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL 0120-4834999 (9 am to 9 pm, Everyday)
or e-MAIL htclassifieds@hindustantimes.com

SCAN THE CODE  [m]
TO BOOK YOUR  =g=
ADS ONLINE->

O
www.htclassifieds.com

O Classifieds

)

EMPLOYMENT / ACADEMIC

A well reputed Senior Secondary School Affiliated
to CBSE in Dwarka, New Delhi
Invites Applications for the post of

PRINCIPAL

Applicant must be a Post Graduate with the
degree in Education. Minimum teaching experience
should be 10 years including 5 years as Principal.

Applicant should be dynamic, highly motivated
and versatile in Administration, Academic,
Co-Scholastic and IT with excellent Organizational,
Communicative and Leadership skills.

No salary constraint for deserving candidate.
Eligible female applicants should mail their Curriculum
Vitae with documents and latest photograph at

principalindwarka@gmail.com

Sector-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-110 075
Tel. : 011-43180800

Online applications are invited from well qualified,

experienced professionals.

1. Head Mistress (Middle Wing) - A passionate self-
motivated Trained Post-graduate with good
academic and Co-curricular record.

*  Well versed with IT Skills
*  Min. 10 years of experience in teaching alongwith
5 years of experience in administration.

2. TGT - Biology - CTET Qualified

3. Activity Teachers (Dance & Art) - Foundational Years

4. N.T.T.

* Qualifications as prescribed & laid down by the CBSE & DOE.
Shortlisting of candidates will be based on high academic credentials
and referral check of experience.

Download the Recruitment Form from the school's

Website: www.vis10dwarka.com
and apply with a covering letter latest by 18 May, 2024.

SARITA VIHAR, NEW DELHI

Under the aegis of G.D. Goenka Group, New Delhi

ACADEMIC SESSION 2024-2025

| GDGPS Sarita Vihar, a Senior Secondary School affiliated with CBSE

PGT - Computer Science
PRT - General (All Subjects), Maths
Administrative Officer
Accountant

« For all positions on Saturday, May 11, 2024 from 10am to 1pm.
+ All candidates must bring their bio data along with recent photograph.
+ Candidates who have applied earlier need not apply.

Submit hard copy at the reception or mail us at career@vis10dwarka.com

GD GOENKA PUBLIC SCHOOL

Pay Scales commensurate to candidate’s qualification and experience.
G D Goenka Public School, J Block, Sarita Vihar, New Delhi-110076

Email: recruitment@gdgoenka-saritavihar.com
Tel: +91-7042198724 / 25 / 26
Website: www.gdgoenka-saritavihar.com

{ Application form can be downloaded online from the website or

years experience for our client at
Kundali, Haryana, Noida, UP and
Delhi. Mob: 9810245989 Email
rakeshgrover2014@gmail.com

¢ Accou. B.COM for Tally data entry

bank reconcile. Min. Exp. 2yrs k'ledge

of Microsoft excel typing etc near
East Kailash preferred South Delhi
9818556566, dinesh4818@yahoo.in

: REQUIRED EXPERIENCED Accountant
for our Office at Sainik Farm having
Knowledge Of Company Master Data
Format Tally, Income-Tax, GST, TDS.
Kindly Contact: 9910444456

H SALES & MARKETING [

2/20, Ansari Road, Darya Ganj,
New Delhi-110002

Head Office : Kolkata

¢ | Req. Exp./Qualified Staff (M/F)

: | email : info@bhlindia.com
M: 9560197404, 9810475844

i REQD OFFICE Admin (Female) For

: excel invoice making, Back Office
Job: 9.30 to 6.30 at (Mayapuri).
Email: hangershangs@yahoo.com

HOTEL/RESTAURANT

UPCOMING CAFE
IN NORTH DELHI

F&B MANAGER
COUNTER SALES GIRLS

'A‘ .‘ )
N 7
.'Ik (..A
BARISTA/ PANTRY

ACCOUNTANT

Good knowledge of Tally,
MS Office, GST & Income Tax

COMPUTER OPERATOR

Branches at : Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Kochi

#%; Maharaja Agrasen Model School
.= CD-Block, Pitampura, Delhi-34

40453808 www.agrasenschool.com

REQUIRES

« TGT: Eng, Hindi, Maths, S.Sc., Sanskrit:

Graduate (Hons.) in English, Hindi, Maths, S.Sc (History),

Sanskrit with B.Ed, preferably Post Graduate & CTET qualified

PRT - General, English, Hindi, Maths, Science :

B.EI.Ed or Graduate in English, Hindi, Maths, Science with

D.EIEd. or equivalentand CTET qualified

Computer Teacher: BCA/MCA/B.Tech (Computer

Science), preferably with B.Ed.

Drawing Teacher: Graduate in Drawing/Painting/Art

Plus 2-year full time Diploma in Painting /Fine Art

German : Graduate with Advanced Diploma in German

Language, preferably with B.Ed.

Special Educator: Graduate with B.Ed. (Special

Education) or 2-year Diploma in Special Education, CTET

qualified, registered with RCI

« Receptionist: Graduate, fluent in English and Computer
savvy

Tel: 47023947,

.

.

.

.

obtained from the school reception and duly filled form must be
submitted between 9.00 am and 1.00 pm at the school reception.
Candidates having outstanding academic record from recognized
institutes, preferably with 2 years’ experience, may apply within 5
days. Candidates should be proficient in the use of computer.

AR/ AN IN RNATIONA
: NES 10U
S 5 AD BAN CHO ROHINI, D
APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR THE POSTS OF :
DR(] DR ASSOCIA TN OR
| | DR(] DR
AREA ANA A RNATIONAL B
8 ORMATIO OLO
HEAD ADMINISTRATIC BRARIAN
ASSISTANT HR MANAGER < PA TO DIRECTOR
ADMISSIONS GG DR <HR EXECUTIV
UGIA DIA MANAGER | XE

e @gmail.co
REQUIRES
PRT Science: Science Graduate
with B.Ed. and CTET/UPTET
TGT: Computer (1 Post) B.Sc.
Computer Science/BCA/Bachelor
of IT and B.Ed with CTET/UPTET
Librarian: (One Post) Graduate
or Diploma in Library & Information
Science from a recognised
University/Institute with 2 yrs. Exp.
Office Assistant: (2 Posts)
Commerce Graduate with
proficiency in Computer & typing
speed of 45wpm, preferably
experienced in accounting, general
correspondence and knowledge of
S IER
Applications are invited on plain
paper with detailed bio-data and a
recent passport size photograph
affixed at the top along with attested
copies of all testimonials by
15/05/2024 duly addressed to the
Principal of the school. Applications
received without Statement of Marks
shall summarily be rejected
Chairman (SMC)

SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOO
— AFFILIATED TO C.B.S.E.—

S-1, Sector-11, NOIDA.
Ph.: 0120-2555563,
4338630, 9625617567

Following Trained, Qualified
& Experienced

VICE PRINCIPAL

Experienced, Dynamic & Dedicated,
min. 03 yrs Exp. in similar capacity in
(BSE Schools of High repute
(For Branches in NCR)

Experience in similar capacity- 03 yrs
or Senior PGT- 05 yrs

English, Maths, Chemistry,
Computer Science

Hindi, Science, Social Studies

OTHERS

SPECIAL EDUCATOR, ATL TRAINER,
SCIENCE LAB ASSTT.

to the DIRECTOR with application,
Resume and Recent Photo latest
hy 10.05.2024 at

MASONIC PUBLIC SCHOOL
Sector B-1, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-T0

Tele No. 9971191483/9971191693
E :masonicpublicschool@gmail.com
Invites Application for various posts:-

l» PGT(Chemistry) - 01
I TGT (Hindi) - 02
* PRT - 02
I» Counsellor -0
> Accountant =01

age criteria as per govt o
NCT, Delhi recruitment rules
[* Candidates Should have 10-12 yrs exp.
Candidate may download application
form by visiting School website
WWW. icpubli | l.com
Application with recent Photo and attested
copies of educational qualifications.
should reach this office within 10 day:

Interested candidates may apply

modernschoolnoida@outlook.com :

Candidates Should requisite
academic qualification and| :

sealed cover addressed o the Director. | :

INDIAN
SCHOOL
Josip Bn‘:z 'I:itg MaJrg

011-47323161, website: www.agdav.edu.in

B (DAV College Managing Committee,

: | Applications are invited from 06/05/2024
: [to 10/05/2024 from DAV CBT qualified

: with

: |Card, B.Ed. and CTET for TGT and
Primary/Nursery Teachers ,
: | female with good communication and ICT
: | Skills with minimum 50% marks from

: ived uni
: | CBSE/ICSE English
: | may apply for the following posts.

: [P&TS-4: Economics 1,
¢ | Political Science-1, Phy. Education-1

Salary is no constraint for deserving candidates.
The School reserves the right to treat any post deemed as cancelled.

\ ARVIND GUPTA
DAV CENTENARY

PUBLIC SCHOOL

NORTHEX, MODEL TOWN, DELHI -110009
Ph. : 011-45130482, 011-42343612,

email : principal@agdav.edu.in,
office@agdav.edu.in

Chitragupta Road, New Delhi-55)

Session : 2024-25

preferably

and i of
Medium schools

History-1,

(Near N
Flyover)
New Delhi-110049
Ph. 26257551/2 and
26265956/7

Requires
«PGT- Economics
Post Graduate in
Economics with B.Ed
*PGT - Fine Arts
Post Graduate in
Fine Arts / Painting
*TGT & PRT- Computer
Science Post Graduate /
Graduate in Computer
Science with B.Ed
*PRT - English
Graduate in English
with B.Ed
*Assistant Teacher
XIl / Graduate with NTT
*Physics Teacher
Post Graduate / Graduate in
Physics with B.Ed
eLibrarian
Graduate with Diploma in
Library Science
«Lab Assistant (Physics)
Xl / Graduate with Science

Apply to:

contactus@theindianschool.in CTET for the following posts:

Bl PGT & PRT-Maths(Janakpuri only)
Bl PRT- English (Patel Nagar only),

B Hindi, Social Science, Computer

H Science, General.

Bl NTT & Nurse (Patel Nagar Only)

Bl Special Educator: RCI Certified

: |Final selection will be made on the
basis of Demonstration & Subject /!
: |Panel Interview held at the respective

i

THE IND
SCHOOL
SECOND SHIFT
(School Timings:

10:30 am - 5:30 pm)
Requires
*Headmistress
Post Graduate with B.Ed
having knowledge of
contemporary pedagogical
strategies and good
leadership skills.
*TGT- Science (Integrated)
Post Graduate / Graduate in
Science with B.Ed
*PRT- English
Graduate in English
with B.Ed
«Computer Teacher
Graduate in Computer
Science with B.Ed
(Experience in Python,
Al &IT)

Apply to:
contactus@theindian
Fluency in spoken
and written English
and basic computer
skills are essential.
Qualification must
be from Govt.
recognized
institution/
university.

Experience
preferred.

.P. MEM. Sr. Sec. Public School, K-3,
Mohan Garden, Uttam Nagar ND-59

PGT (Comp.Sci.) & Basket-ball coach-
Male. Call: 8750067726, 8750067727

: | TGTS13: English-1, Hindi-2, Sanskrit -2,
: | Maths-3
: | Science-1, Science-1, Music-1, Home
: | Science-1,PET-1,

: | PRIMARY TEACHERS-16: English -2,
: | General-2,
: | studies-2, Hindi -5, Artificial Intelligence-
¢ | 1, Vocal Music Teacher-1, Art & Craft -1

: | NURSERY TEACHERS-4: Graduate,
¢ | NTT/ECCE (2 yrs. recognized)

: | Apply on prescribed form available at
: | school reception on payment of Rs. 300/~
¢ | between 9.00 a.m. to 02:00 P.M. on all
: | working days upto 10.05.2024. Only
¢ | shortlisted candidates will be called for
© | interview/test. Pay & Allowances as per
: | DAV College Managing Committee
¢ | norms.

: | Final Selection will be made on the basis
: [of Demonstration & Subject / Panel
: | Interview. The job is Transferable to DAV
: | Public Schools.

Website: www.davwestpatelnagar.in

(1-Leave vacancy), Social

Science (PCM)-2  Social

PRINCIPAL

S.L. SURI. D.A.V. PUBLIC
SR. SEC. SCHOOL

JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI-58

PH: 011-45694306

Bl Website: www.slsuridavpsjp.ac.

DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL
WEST PATEL NAGAR,
NEW DELHI PH: 8130944832

Managed By DAV College
Managing Committee, Chitra
Gupta Road, New Delhi-55

Applications are invited from
:02.05.2024 to 08.05.2024 from DAV
: |CBT qualified candidates with

prescribed form available at the
: [reception of the schools or
: |downloaded from the respective
school websites. Hard copy to be
: |submitted with Rs. 300/- (handling
charges) at the school reception
: |between 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM on
working days till 08.05.2024

Provisional Eligibility Card, B.Ed and

schools. Candidates to apply on

MANAGER

: | each) Post Graduate in respective
: | discipline with B. Ed having 2 years
: | teaching experience in +2 classes.

: [Office Assistant: (2 Posts)

:|Music Teacher: (1 Post)
: | Post- Graduate in Music in respective,

: |Psychology, Diploma/Degree in
: |Counselling (5) Pre- Primary Tr.

Al MANN PUE HO(

all ed to CB

Khera Khurd, Delhi-82

REQUIRES FEMALE STAFF
TGT: ALL SUBJECTS
PRIMARY TEACHERS
SPECIAL EDUCATORS

COMPUTER TEACHER
NTT TEACHER, CLERK
Send your Bio-data through e-mail:

jmpsd2015@gmail.com

| School transport faciliy is available from Adarsh
< | Nogar, Mukarba Chowk, Alipur, Rohini Sectors-
+[9,11,13,16,17,18,28,29,32,34, Metro Stations:

: | Azad Pur, Jahangir Pur, Rithalo.

ARYA VEDIC PUBLIC SCHOOL

Aram Bagh, Paharganj,
New Delhi-55, Ph: 011-6825522

(Managed by DAV College Managing Committee, New Delhi)
: |Applications are invited from DAVCBT
: |qualified candidates with Provisional
: |Eligibility Card, CTET and min. 50%
: |marks in Grad. with good communication
¢ |and LT. Skills as per Govt. norms for
 |the following posts:

[leNTT

: |« Computer Teacher

i |« Ministerial - LDC

: |Final selection will be based on the

: |basis of Demonstration and subject/

: |panel interview.

: |Application form can be downloaded
¢ o : |from the school's website www.avpdav.com
Regs(Retired Principal) NTT,PRT,TGT, : |and has to be submitted at the school
: |reception from 02nd May, 2024 to 10th May,
© 2024 between 9 am to 1 pm

Principal

NOIDA PUBLIC
SCHOOL
(Affiliation No. 2130200)
A-78, SECTOR-23,NOIDA
Ph. No. 9773983383, 0120- 2412300
E- recruitment.crcct@gmail.com
REQUIRES
Administrative Officer: (1 post)
Post graduate having 5 years
experience in administrative field.
PGTs: Chemistry, Physics,
Psychology with History (1 Post

Commerce Graduate with proficiency
in Computer & typing speed of
45wpm, preferably experienced in
accounting, general correspondence
and knowledge of Tally & ERP.

discipline.
Applications are invited on plain
paper with detailed bio-data with a
recent passport size photograph
affixed at the top along with attested
copies of all testimonials by
15/05/2024 duly addressed to the
principal of the school. Applications
received without statement of marks
shall summarily be rejected.
Chairman (SMC).

OM FOUNDATION SCHOOL |
Village Hoshiyarpur, Sector-51, Noida :
d  STENO-TYPIST/

OFFICE ASST :

FACILITY MANAGMENT comp. Reqd

A well established school
working for social upliftment
and educate underprivileged
children for last 22 years.
We are seeking applications
from passionate, qualified &
experienced candidates:

B.A./M.A, B.Ed.

DATA SCIENCE &
COMPUTER TEACHER
BCA/MCA/ B.Tech.
Location : NOIDA

email your resume at:
info@omfoundation.in

N. K. BAGRODIA

PUBLIC SCHOOL

Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085

EQUIRES EXPERIENCED & TRAINED STAFF

3) Special Edu.Tr.: Graduate,
B.Ed. (Special edu.)/ 2 yrs. Dip.
in Spl. Edu. with RCI Certificate,
CTET (4)School Counsellor-
M.A. in Counselling or Clinical

2yrs. Diploma in ECCE/ NTT

from SCERT Recognised Institute
Proficiency in English & Computer
knowledge is must. Age and
qualifications as per Government
nomms. Only shortlisted candidates
will be called for Test / Interview.
Apply on prescribed form
available at the School
reception between 08:30 a.m.
and 3:00 p.m. & submit on or

Hl before 17/05/2024  PRINCIPAL [
A PUBLIC school in Karol Bagh requires

Vice Principal, retired persons can
also be considered : Salary as per

Qualification.9654522007. chowgule

publicschool145@gmail.com

NJMSS SCHOOL (Nr East Delhi) Regs.
Academic Incharge,PGT: Hindi,Phy.Ed,
Bio.,Comm.AT: french,Nur.Tr. Music

Swimming,Chess,TT,Skating& football
njmsss2013@gmail.com 9953599905 :

EQUIRED PRIMARY/NTT teachers
for Jr High School, Green Valley
Academy, A-181, Sector-48,

Noida M;9870221541 Apply;
gvacareer@gmail.com

IG INSTITUTE of Hospitality &

Management, 48/1, Knowledge Park- :

I1l, Greater Noida 201306 (U.P),

Applications invited for the following :

positions: Principal-1, Associate
Professor-2, Assistant Professor-10,
For BBA/ BCA Courses Subject:
Management, Business Law,
Accounting & Finance, Computer
Application, Principle of
Management & Mathematics.
Eligibility- As per the UGC/
University /Govt. Norms. Send your
updated CV's on
director@riginstitute.com Call: +91
9818605789

Require:

Smart, Efficient, Hard Working &
Experience in Selling Modular / Furniture Or
Institutional Sales / Direct Sales.

H Required Assistant Managers for their
| Modular / Furniture / Storage Division at Delhi,

for Experience and Above
mentioned qualification,
Salary is not a limitation

Vinar Systems Pvt. Ltd.
spanicker@vinar.org

Contact No. 9818391005

QUOR SALES MANAGER
NICOL HOUSE
: |A reputed liquor company,
¢ |requires a sales manager age
: |40-50 years with minimum
: |15 years experience in Civil,
:|CSD & Para-military marketing
¢ |of IMFL products, connect with
: | Private Distributors & knowledge
i |of Government Corporations and
: |local state regulations. Travel
¢ | minimum 15 days of the month.
: |To be based at the Corporate
i |Office, New Delhi. Applicants
: |currently working in the alcohol
¢ lindustry and residing in Delhi/
: INCR only will be considered.
: |Applicants may send CV with
+ | current & expected salary to

Email ID :
nicolshouse@gmail.com

: REQUIRED SALES executive/Manager

¢ forselling Lab testing/Construction
machinery, Junior Sales with bike.
Add : Bellstone, 3755 Chawri Bazar,
Delhi-6 # 9818599554 Em-as@bhi.in

i NKC GROUP Req Knowledge of Grey ~ :
: Fabric Marketing, Accounts & Purch- :
ase Mngr, Collection Incharge,
Recep-tionist # 9810004057 E:
nkfabric@ gmail.com F-32/5, Okhla

Phase-2 N.D

: MANSARAM HOSPITAL Nangloi

: Required doctors Gynecologist, MD
Medicine, RMO, Receptionist, TPA
Billing & Xray tech. Ph 9811761676,
9899570958.

REQD. MEDICAL Representative for

South Delhi (Kapashera, Mahipalpur,
Rajokri,Bijwasan)own bike must.# SA :

Ayurveda & Organic, Ph: 9213708614
Email at: intzarlive724@gmail.com

JEEVAN ANMOL hospital mayur vihar-1
¢ Delhi-91, Req. Specialist in Eye, Skin, :
Surgery, Paed., Radiologist & Report- :

ing (MT), CMO, HR. # 9818620384
Email: anmol.sondhi@gmail.com

HEALTH QUOTIENT, Path Lab, Mayur

Vihar East Delhi Regs Phlebo/Sample :

Collection Boys with byke. Also for

South Delhi Lab req Junior Lab Tech-
nicians Cont9318427236, 9811153416

URGENTLY REQD: Qualified MBBS, RMO,

Nursing Staff for ICU Casualty, HR
Manager, Front Office. for 50 Bed-

Contact: 9811884062, 9984941611.

female for office coordination /
Administration / Laison work.
Whatsapp. 9810130379,
9818326000
corporate@corpgroup.co.in

EXPORT HOUSE JOBS

dl DLF - SUSHANT LOK

HANDICRAFT EXPORT house in west

Delhi require production manager,
store in charge, quality supervisor &
Experience mercendiser. WhatsApp
only 9810677002

REQUIRED SALES Agent / Distributor
: for the Indo Western Ladies Garment :
Brand for Retail & Wholesale Markets :

in Delhi and North India. Contact -
9810772456. Work Site-Laxmi Nagar

R “\"l P
ACA E
.

¢ URG. REQD Tender Executive with 3yrs :
Exp. in GeM /E-tendering for Security :
/Housekeeping/ Manpower Company :
at Delhi Office. Ph: 011-29964898/99 :

Email : info@sudarshanfacilities.in

HARPAR GROUP a leading Textile Co.

requires Fabric Sourcing Person.

Walk in from 11am to 3 pm. # A-234, :

Okhla Industrial Area, Phase 1, New
Delhi 20 # 7290079426

REQUIRED: - Marketing Manager/

Mechanical Engineer exp: 3-4yrs
Contact: hr@tridentstructures, Phn.
8377902108 Locations: Sikandrabad

We are in Essential Oils &
Aroma Chemicals business
from last 50 years requires
the following for Sahibabad

(1) FACTORY MANAGER-1

Scignce Graduate with min.
7 years of experience.

] (2) STORE AssisTaNT-1 |

Graduate with min. 2 years
of experience.

(3) ACCOUNT ASSISTANT-1

Commerce Graduate with
min. 3 years of experience.

4) COMPUTER OPERATOR-2
Graduate with min. 1 year
of experience.
WALK IN INTERVIEW
For Post 1 & 2
on 13th May 2024
For Post 3 & 4
on 14th May 2024
between 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm
SOM EXTRACTS LTD.
B-6/2, Site-IV, Sahibabad Indl. Area,
Sahibabad (Ghaziabad), U.P.

Interested candidates may
H send their CV at H

: URGENTLY REQUIRED Front Office

Manager (M) for Guest House in
DLF(Gurgaon) basic computer
knowledge is must. Salary 15000
20000/ Contact : 9899331322

SR. MANAGEMENT

WANTED -ESTATE Manager Beverly

Park 2, GGN - +40y male, min 5 yrs
Relevant Experience - send CV to

1, MOHD Kamal $/0 Mohd Yasin

residing at 3593 Katra Dina beg, Lal
Kuan, Delhi- 110006, have changed
my name to Kamaluddin vide

affidavit dated 2 May 2024 at Delhi

i 1, SUNIL Verma S/o Shri Jai Prakash

R/o Village - House No. 135 Shorkha
Jahidabad, Sector -115, Noida,
Gautam Budha Nagar(U.P.)-201301
have changed my name to Sunil
Kumar for all purposes.

1, SHEELA Kumari W/o Dinesh Kumar

* 1, OM bir S/0 Sh. Ajeet Singh R/0 F-122, :

R/0 H. No.483, Block A, Sector -19,
Noida, G.B. Nagar (U.P.) have
changed my name to Sheela Devi
for all purposes.

SGM Nagar Near Patel Chowk, NIT
Faridabad, Haryana have changed
my name from Ombir Singh & Ombir
Singh Dalal to Om bir for all future
purposes. Om bir, Ombir Singh and
Ombir Singh Dalal all name are
belongs to same and one person.

* 1, TANUJA Porwal D/o Sh. Girish

Brd Member w.app +919818549665/ :

mail: clothingfeveré@yahoo.co.in

TOURISM

IATA TRAVEL Agency in South Delhi

requires experienced staff : 1) Hotel

Reservations Mgr. 2) Int'l & Domestic
Ticketing Exec 3)Office Peon/Runner
9811144455, midhakabir@gmail.com

PART TIME JOB

MANAGERIAL PROFILE avlb for Rtd /

H'Wife / CA/ B'man / SrCtzn /
banker, VRS. on part / full time. WFH
Flexible Timing, No Target, Org.
Support, Sal 30k + 75k Age 25-70 #
9711865269

ded Hospital at Kharkhoda, Sonepat.

EDUCATION

INTEGRATED
SCHOOL OF LAW

Bl Affil. to CCS Univ, App’d by BCI,
B One of the Oldest Self finance
: Institution in Ghaziabad

College Code: 999

LLB:~
BA-LLB

5 year

Delhi-Meerut Expressway (NH-9)
Adjoining Dasna Flyover, GZB-201009

3 Call: +91 9818579220
4 +91 8800982827

www.inmantec.edu

HOSPITAL &
FIVE STAR HOTEL
FOR SALE
With heavy returns
Available
at Delhi NCR.
Required
Five Star Hotel

at South Delhi
: Required Big
H Disputed Properties
H Brokers Strictly excuse

9811106044

WANTED LAND on main 60mtr.
roads in new Gurgaon(including

Sohna, Pataudi, Farrukh Nagar)

area 1000 yd to 4000 yd . Direct
buyer contact @8826545478

1, PURNIMA Gupta W/0 Vijay kankane

PROPERTY :

Chand Porwal R/o0 552, 4th Floor,
Near Ramlila Ground Jwala Nagar,
Shahdara, East Delhi-110032
confirmed that my father name has

been wrongly written as Grish Chand

Porwal in my X-Class Certificate and
all educational certificates. My
Father actual and correct name is
"Girish Chand Porwal" which may
be amended accordingly.

: 1, ROSHAN Lal Father of-

N0.16025867L Nk Ajay, R/o- Vill-
Hamirgarh, Teh- Narwana, Dist- Jind,
Haryana- 126116, have changed my
name from Roshan Lal to Roshan,
vide affidavit dated 06/05/2024
before Notary Public Delhi.

1 HAVE changed my name from Laxmi

Rani Verma to Laxmi Verma W/o
Sunil Verma, R/0 B-383, 1st floor,
Swarnjayanti Puram, Govindpuram,
Ghaziabad for all future purposes.

: 1 AUGAINI Devi W/o Late Gabar Singh
R/0 A-1/432, Gali No-8, Madhu Vihar, :

: 1, RANJEET Kumar Singh S/0 Sh.

D.K Mohan Garden (West Delhi), New
Delhi 110059 have changed to Gehni
Devi for all future purposes vide
affidavit 03-May 2024 At New Delhi

, RAJJO mother of N0.3009636L
Hav Dev Karan Resident of H.No.
1584, Gali No.10,Village Nangla
Part 2, Pali 13, Faridabad 121005
have changed my name from Rajjo
Devi to Rajjo for all future purposes
in my son's service record date
of birth wrongly mentioned as
19-05-1965 instead of my correct
date of birth as 01-01-1965 vide
affidavit date 08-02-2024

© 1, KUMARI Rita W/o Kavinder Singh

Bhati R/o village- Bairangpur alias

Nai Basti, Tehsil Dadri, Distt- Gautam

Buddha Nagar have changed my
name to Reeta Bhati For all future
purposes.

DIVYA Bali W/0 Kunal Bali Mehta
R/0 RZD-1/215, Gali No-7, Mahavir
Enclave-1, South West Delhi-
110045.Have Changed My Name To
Divya Jain For All Future Purposes

, PARMANAND Satolia S/o Late Sh.
Ghisa Ram R/o H. No. 6071, 4th
Floor, Block No.2, Gali No. 2, Dev
Nagar, Karol bagh, New Delhi-
110005 do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that | have changed my

name from Parmanand to Parmanand :

Satolia for all future purposes.

, SHAKUNTALA W/o Trilokchand R/o
Village - Badraula, tehsil - Dayalpur,
Distt. Faridabad-121101 declare That
In my all Documents my name is
Santa w/o Trilokchand and | am
known and will be known by this
name only in future.

, ASHOK Kumar S/o Nand Kishore

Kela, R/o Flat No. 1895, Block L, 1st
Avenue Gaur City, Sector-4, Greater
Noida West, Gautam Budha Nagar,

Noida, U.P.-201301 have changed my :

name from Ashok Kumar to Ashok
Kumar Kela for all future purposes

1, JC-473192Y Nb/Sub Clk (D)

R/0 68.110 FF Vatika India Next Sec-

82 Gurgaon have changed my name
from Poornima Gupta to Purnima
Gupta for all future purposes by
affidavit sworn before Sultan Singh
Jaimini Notary dated 04-05-2024

: 1, ANUPMA Kumari D/o Tulsi Ram
Kuthiala, R/o H. No. 18 A-2, Block,
Gali No-21, West Sant Nagar Burari,
Delhi-110084, have changed my
name from Anupma Kumari to
Anupama Kuthiala for all future
purposes.

1 HOOR Jabin D/0, Habibul Hasan R/o

167 Bagarganj Fatehpur 212601 Uttar :

Pradesh have changed my name to
Hoor Jabeen.

: 1, GEETIKA Washington D/o Sh.
Ramesh Chand Bhati R/0 H.No-C-65,

Near Police Post,Sector-11, Faridabad

Haryana-121006 have changed my
name from Geetika Bhati to Geetika
Washington for all future purposes.

permanent Resident of N - 200,
Greater Kailash Part 1, New Delhi -
110048 have got married to Viraat
Sarin and have changed my name
after marriage from Priyanka
Vasudev to Priyanka Sarin for

all future purposes.

Dogra R/o Flat No. 1E-103, AWHO

Santosh Kumar Pathak R/o Ward
No-2, Duddhi, Distt-Sonebhadra,
Uttar Pradesh-231208, declare
that I have changed my daughter’s
name from Ayushi Pathak to
Manvi Pathak and also changed
her date of birth from 31-03-2011
t0 31-03-2013 for all future
purposes vide affidavit

before public notary Uttar
Pradesh dt 08-04-2024

1, SHAJAHAN Khathuan W/o-
N0.14850015W L/Nk Nazir Husain,
R/o0- Vill- Jangal Vishuanpura, Post-
Laxmipur, Teh- Tamkuhi Raj, Dist-
Kushinagar, U.P., have changed my
name from Shajahan Khathuan to
Shahjahan Khatun, vide affidavit
dated 06/05/2024 before Notary
Public Delhi

PUSHPA Devi Sharma W/o Umesh
Dutt Sharma R/o B-11, Mansarover
Colony Ramghat Road, Aligarh, U.P.
202001 have changed my name to
Pushpa Gaur for all future purposes.

: 1, SYED Ashoor Abbas 5/0 Late Siqa

Hussain Taqvi, R/0 B-101A, Lajpat
Nagar Sahibabad, Ghaziabad U.P.
201005, affirm that my father's
name is wrongly written as Sayed
Sika Husain Taqvi in my passport,
but his actual name is Syed Siga
Hussain Taqyi.

, HARWATI M/0 No 15732794h Sigmn
Gorav Singh Rawat, Vill+ Po-

Aherwan, Teh - Palwal, Distt- Palwal,

State - Haryana, 121102, changed My
Name From Harwati to Har Bati

and DOB from 04 Aug 1972 to

01 Jan 1973 for all future purposes.

, MOHD Aamir /0 Kamaluddin
residing at 3593 Katra Dina beg, Lal
Kuan, Delhi- 110006, have changed
my name to Mohammad Amir vide
affidavit dated 2 May 2024 at Delhi

£ 1, INTEZAR Ali Chaudhary S/0 Mr.

1, PRIVANKA Sarin wife of Viraat Sarin :

1, VANITA Dogra D/o Shri Shambu Dutt

Township, Gurjinder Vihar, Pocket P-
5 Sector- Chi-1 Greater Noida, Kasna, :

District Gautam Buddha Nagar UP
201310. | have changed my name to
Vanita Kumar for all future
purposes.

1, SAROJ Kumar Thakur S/o Shri

Parmod Singh Dogra R/o C-102, First
floor, New Moti Nagar, New Delhi -
110015 do hereby declare that

Saroj Kumar Thakur and Saroj
Kumar is one and same person and
my correct name is Saroj Kumar
Thakur for all purposes.

Nawab Ali R/0 J-4/3B, Second Floor,
Khirki Extension, Malviya Nagar,

New Delhi-110017 have changed my
name to Intezar Ali for all purposes.

¢ 1, AKHILESH kumar yadav S/o Suresh

Yadav R/o - C 16, East Krishna
Nagar, East Delhi, 110051 have
Changed My Minor Son's Name
Aryan Yadav to Aryaman Yadav For
all future purposes.

, GAGAN Satolia S/o Sh. Parmanand
R/0 H. No. 6071, 4th floor, Block
No.2, Gali No. 2, Dev Nagar, Karol
bagh, New Delhi-110005 do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that |
have changed my name from Gagan
to Gagan Satolia for all future
purposes.

: 1 AVINASH Chandra R/o RZ-442/5¢,  :
¢ Gali-24,5adh Nagar-2, Palam Colony, :

South West Delhi-110045 have
changed my minor son's name from
Yashwardhan Dinesh Chandra to
Yashwardhan Rajput for all future
purpose.
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: 1, VITTHAL Jain S/o Rajendra Prasad

Jain R/o H.No.- A-19, Milansar
Apartment, Rohini Sector-14,
Raja Pur Kalan, Rohini Sector-7,
North West Delhi-110085 have
changed the name of my minor
Daughter Nainvi Jain aged

13 years and she shall hereafter
be known as Gauravi Jain.

* 1 PARVIN Kumar S/o Kunwar Pal Singh

R/o Flat No-2 Pocket-11a Ashoka

i,

Apartment Sec-23,Rohini declare that :

Parvin Kumar and Praveen Yadav

Puneshwar Singh R/o J-107, Beta-2,
Greater Noida, G.B. Nagar, U.P.-
201308 have changed my minor
daughter's name from Mugdha to

Mugdha Singh for all future purposes :

: 1, JAVVAJI Bhagyalakshmi W/o- No.

14865226W NK/MT Gangireddy
Srinivasa Reddy, R/o- Vill-
Nagireddypalem, Mandal- Bellam
Konda, Dist- Guntur, A.P.- 522411,
have changed my name from Javvaji
Bhagyalakshmi to Gangireddy

1 HAVE lost my original Allotment

o,

both names belongs to same person. :

m | LosTarounp ||  TENDER NOTICE

NEETU Singh W/o Pushp raj Singh
have lost original deed of Allotment
& original Certificate of possession
bearing stamp paper no.
77AD032785 & 77AD032781 dtd :
1.12.2018 in respect of our flat F 702, :
Trident Embassy, GH-05B, Noida Ext. :
Gautam Budh Nagar-201306 U.P. :
Finder Contact 9871188247

GIRISH Sharma S/0 R.D. Sharma, :
have lost my Bank Challan & Demand
Letter for Plot No. 265, Sector-J, :
Bawana-l, Bhorgarh, Delhi-110040.
Finder contact: 9811917506

' E BITS BioCyTiH
Foundation

Invites BIDS for
following equipments

1) Surface Plasmon
resonance instrument

2) Raman Spectrometer

3) FTIR Imaging system

4) Super Critical Fluid Extractor
5) Reactive lon Etch (RIE) system
6) Bioreactor

7) Lyophilizer

8) Real Time PCR System.

Details at
https://biocytih.co.in/non-recurring/

Letter of my Flat No-18C, Royal
Shipra Sun City, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad. If anyone found, Pls
contact: Kaushik Sen S/o Late Shri
Probash Jiwan Sen. M: 9999031165

i INotice is hereby given that I,

1 PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE

: [Pradeep Jaswant Thakur holding

Bhagyalakshmi, vide affidavit dated 1, MANMEET Kaur D/o Sh. Bechint

06/05/2024 before Notary Public Delhi  :

1, RENUKA Kapoor Momin D/o Vinod

Kapoor R/0 9 Todarmal Lane Bengali :

Market ND-1 have changed my name

LOST MY original property document

Plot buyer agreement in the name of
Deepak Kathuria S/o Shri Ved
Prakash Kathuria , Payment receipts,
Possession letter of Plot no C 506
Parsvnath City Karnal Haryana.
Founder may contact: - Deepak
Kathuria :9654811967 , R/o Flat No
50 Sharda Apartment Plot no 3 West

| Lostarounn _
: PERSONAL

o

Enclave Pitampura New Delhi 110034

: LOST OUR original property document
: Plot buyer agreement in the name of :

Joint ownership of Deepak Kathuria
S/0 Shri Ved Prakash Kathuria and
Monika Kathuria W/0 Deepak
kathuria , Payment receipts,
Possession letter of Plot no C 447
Parsvnath City Karnal Haryana.
Founder may contact: - Deepak
kathuria :9654811967 R/o Flat No
50 Sharda Apartment Plot no 3 West

Enclave Pitampura New Delhi 110034

, MOHD Ayub Khan S/o Inayatullah
Khan R/0 C1/2766. Block C-1,
Sushant Lok-1, Gurugram-122009,
have lost my Original Builder Buyer
Agreement, Possession Letter,
Maintenance Agreement in respect
of Unit No. 502, 503, 524 in Ameya
Sapphire 83, Sector-83, Gurugram.
Finder may cont. at address above.

: 1, SURENDER Singh /0 Sh. Mohinder

Singh R/0 C-443, Nirman Vihar,
Shakarpur, East Delhi-92 have lost
my original Sale Deed said house
vide registration no. 3737 in book
no. 1, Vol no. 1659 on pages 17 to 23
on this 01. 04.2005 day Friday.
Finder contact above address.

I MOHAMMAD Abeer S/0 Asim Ajaz,

| have lost my passport & my
passport no is U5483716. FIR No.
1528402/2024.

Singh, B-2, Satya Sadan, Madhu
Limaye Marg, Chanakyapuri, New
Delhi -110021 have lost original
Allotment Letter pertaining to Flat
No. 111, Block-C, 3rd Floor, Aakash
Ganga, CGHS Ltd., Plot No. 17,

: |equity shares of Rs. 2/- each of M/s.
: |Cholamandalam  Investment and
: |Finance Company Limited has lost/
¢ [misplaced the share certificates as
 |detailed below.

and shall hereafter be known as : ¢
Renuka Kapoor vide affidavit Sector-6, Dwarka, New Delhi-110075. : [|[Name__|Folio No.| No of Shares
dated 11-03-2024 before notary Finder may contact : 9810114616. : |[Pradeep |P 000355 500
Firoz Ahmed, Delhi Jaswant

: Thakur

: I HAVE changed my name from ¢ 1, RAMESH Kumar S/o B.D. Mal, have Certificate Distinctive No.
Sampada to Sampada Kumar W/o lost my EMD Slip, Bank Challan, No. (From - To)
Sachin Kumar, R/o0 C-400, SPS 2nd, Demand Letter for Plot No. 362, 1 51080 8356261-8356310
Radhey Shyam Park, Sahibabad, Sector-H, Bawana-ll, Bhorgarh, Delhi :
Ghaziabad, for all future purposes. -110040. Finder contact: : [L160476 12823550-12823608

9868042212

Finder may please contact: Pradeep

f Jaswant Thakur Address:- 1802 Park

NO.15588434P SPR Yunus Khan,

R/0- Vill- Kota Khurd, PO- Khiloora, ~:
Teh- Ramgarh, Dist-Alwar,Rajasthan- :
301026, declare that Arash is my :
son, in my service records, his

D.0.B. is erroneously recorded as
01/07/2020, whereas his correct

D.0.B. is 03/03/2019

E : renovation@gs1

©C:
India

GS1 India
330, 2nd Floor, “C” Wing
August Kranti Bhawan,
Bhikaji Cama Place,
New Delhi - 110066
T: 011-42890890;

W: www.gs1india.org

GS1 India invites proposals from
Architect Consultants based in
Delhi | NCR to be appointed as an
advisor for renovation of its
upcoming office premises at
World Trade Center, Nauroji
Nagar, New Delhi 110029.

Royal Residency, Plot-1 B, Sector 22,
Dwarka, SouthWest Delhi -110077
Mobile - 9810029693

PUBLIC NOTICE
Property boaring No.
8-91, Okhla Industrial

Asga Phase-ll, New Dethi
-110020, Ad-measuring
1224.70 Square Yards

Be it known to all concerned that
my client, MR. ACHAL
GUPTA, son of Late Shri
Sudhir Kumar Gupta, resident of
A-47, South Extension Part-l,
New Delhi, is the absolute and
exclusive owner of the
aforestated subject
property, which is free from
all encumbrances, charges,
liens, mortgages, prior
agreement etc. and he has the
sole and unfettered right to
transfer, alienate, qift, lease,
sale, mortgage the same unto
anybody.
Any person(s), Body, Institution
or Entity having any sort of right,
claim, title or interest in the Said
Property may put forth thei
bjection to the lersigned
within seven {7} days from the
publication of this notice, where
after no sort of claim shall be
entertained.

Details are available at GS1 India

website : www.gslindia.org/

tenders/Architect

Proposals in sealed envelopes

shall reach the undersigned on or

before 23rd May 2024 (by 1 pm).
Chief General Manager (F&A)

ABHISHEK AGNIHOTRI
(Achvocata)
GANPATI LEGAL

ADVISORS PVT. LTD.
W-151, Groater Kallagh Part-l,
S, Mok P9-00-111
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SPOTLIGHT @

HT looks at some key constituencies across the country that encapsulate the issues shaping the ongoing Lok Sabha electoral contest

Caste, gender spur a churn in India’s migration sink

Dhrubo Jyoti and
Aditya Nath Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

ARARIA: Manjari Begum’s days
are long, with back-breaking
labour under the sun —waking up
at 4am to tend to her poultry,
sweeping her mud courtyard,
snapping twigs and small bran-
ches to tie together and mend the
makeshift fence separating her
house from that of her brother-in-
law, before starting to cook for her
eight children.

Then, her real workday begins.

Her husband, Mohammad
Jumman, 45, has been away work-
ing in Meerut for a decade. Like
most other men in the Muslim-
majority village of Chandodayi in
Bihar’s Araria district, he returns
home once a year around Eid, if at
all. His earnings are
based on the whims
of the middlemen.
Begum has learnt
not to bank on her
husband’s income,
instead working in

cards made for her and those of
her children who can vote. It'san
independence that is complicated,
and at times, unwanted, but she
cannot deny that it has its perks. “I
start running in the morning and
keep running all day. But there is
no other adult who will get this
work done. Atleast,I don’'t have to
depend on anyone,” she said.

She is not the only one. Across
Chandodayi, women run house-
holds, the absence of their migrant
labourer husbands helping pierce
the veil of dogma that prevent
their compatriots from accessing
public spaces. In household after
household, their entrances
marked by sheets of tin stapled
together in a facsimile of a gate,
stories abound about the men
working in Noida, Kanpur, Benga-
luru and Kochi, coming back only
during festivals and
only when they'd
saved enough to buy
new clothes for the
family and toys for
the children. Left to
helm these house-
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“Us women work ) 5 4_ g l l affairs such as man-
all day. Ghar chal O h aging the ego of the
jaye toh bohot gani- local panchayat

mat hai (we're lucky if we make
enough to run the house),” said
Begum. Her neighbour Hasbun
Khatun agreed. “Can you imagine
bringing up so many children?
There’s no moment to rest.

In her father’s house, Begum
was strictly confined to the chardi-
wari (four walls) of her house. Yet,
in Chandodayi, she is everywhere
- picking up the 5kg of grain from
the ration shop, going to the local
market for vegetables every other
morning, and to the bigger haat
for provisions. Last month, she
even went to the panchayat office,
all by herself, to rectify some
errors, and to the government
office to point out a typo in their
Aadhaar card. Her lifelong reti-
cence to politics didn’t come in
the way of her going to the election
commission drive to get voting

chief. Ansari Khatun is clear this
wasn’t her choice. “My husband
and son haven't returned for three
years. If I don’t do everything
alone, who will do it?” asked the
60-year-old.

This village of 6,000 is domi-
nated by Muslims and also com-
prising some Dalits, By the time
boys turn 15, they follow a father
or an uncle to Delhi or the south.
There, 10-12 men squeeze into air-
less cubbyholes, with only the
richest able to afford a room to
bring their families. A trip home, if
not sponsored by a political party,
is synonymous with debt.

In this void, women step in,
their mobility resulting in what
academic Rithika Kumar calls the
feminisation of everyday civic
engagement, with deep resonan-
ces on the political dynamics of

the region. The empowerment
coexists with the trepidation every
time a husband or a father
switches off their phone —a proxy
of abandonment - or there is an
illness with the potential to devas-
tate family finances. Yet, the confi-
dence is unmistakable.

“Now that we deal with every-
one, we also take the decisions
about voting. We don't have to ask
anyone, and parties pay us atten-
tion,” said Rangli Devi.

Defiance for dignity
The serenity of Halhalia can make
Chandodayi look like a metropolis.
Yet the verdant fields of sunflower
and maize mask a mutinous
silence. Forty years ago, the first
man from this village dominated
by the Musahar community - a
Dalit sub-group—-tooka traintoa
village near Ludhiana. Farm
incomes were falling and Naren-
der Singh was in search of a
source to supplement his earnings
during harvest season. But some-
thing else caught his eye. “He was
startled to see that in the local
gurdwara, everyone sat together
and prayed. Here, no one would
even let us drink water,” said his
brother Sanjay Singh Rishidev.
That December, Narender con-
verted to Sikhism, travelling back
to his village to tell his family
about his resistance to the shack-
les binding the community that is
often forced to eat rats to stave off
hunger. Sanjay is now among the
most prominent member of the
350-strong Sikh community, all
sporting yellow or blue turbans.
“Here, people will kill themselves
before eating with a Dalit or giving
their hand in marriage. So, we
wanted a religion with barabari
(equality),” said the 45-year-old.
A bare-bones structure, its con-
crete skeleton exposed to the ele-
ments, and a smaller building with
a bamboo gate and plain walls
function as the spiritual nodes for
the local Sikh community. They
append Rishidev —an attempt to
dispel the stigma associated with
the word Musahar - to their
names to ensure quota benefits. At
any point, 30% of the village is in
Punjab. Economic vagaries fuel
their migration, but a key element
is their quest for dignity. “Here,
they won'’t allow us to sit next to
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you. They'll quietly exclude us
from every temple or social func-
tions. We won't ever rise in their
eyes, so why should we languish in
their religion?” asked Anup Kaur,
alocal resident.

Locals underline the progress
they've made - the gurdwara now
has a permanent roof ,and a small
school in an adjoining quarter;
and the village is on the cusp of its
first college graduate, a young
man of 20 who wants to become a
government officer. Anup Kaur’s
neighbour Geeta Kaur is proud
that almost every child in the vil-
lage goes to the school, a remarka-
ble feat in a region where many
Dalits are either denied admission
or forced to undergo humiliation
in front of their peers to discour-
age them from pursuing educa-
tion.

Migration and the egalitarian-
ism of the gurbani has helped Hal-
halia rise above the resentment
between communities that forms
the central fault line in the region.
“The Yadavs and the Mandals
(both members of the other back-

ward classes community) both
look down upon us.” Sanjay said.
Being Sikh has helped them
bypass the caste-controlled access
to finances and instead appeal to
sangats in Delhi and Kolkata for
funds. “What we have done, politi-
cians couldn’t do. Even our leaders
such as (former chief minister)
Jitan Ram Manjhi are too busy
playing games,” he added, “but
we're no longer content being
slaves.”

The EBC shift

Maratipur sits at the head of the
sweeping flatland that separates
Nepal from India in northern
Bihar, on the other extremity of
the region from Halhalia or
Chandodayi. A film of festivity
hangs in the air - the son of the
local village chief is getting mar-
ried at the end of the month. Every
morning before they go to the
field, villagers take turns to show
up at the panchayat office, where a
mountain of yellow invitation
cards with gold trimmings await
them.

Not everyone can write, so a
few volunteer while others brew
tea or loudly discuss whose
invites should go out first while
two men sit on chairs, one strik-
ing names off a list and another
using his best Marathi cursive to
adorn the names of local elites.
Pan in his mouth, Arvind Man-
dal, the husband of village chief
Soni Devi, is monitoring the
process. A contented spit indi-
cates a job well done.

Across the brick pavement that
bisects the village dominated by
members of the extremely back-
ward communities (EBC), there is
a clear divide. The thatched roofs
and bare walls belong to the men
who haven'’t left the village,
instead toiling away in the paddy
fields or using the porous border
to smuggle in liquor. In dry Bihar,
all liquor sells at a premium but
across the countryside, purchas-
ing powers are depressed and
hence margins are slim. On the
other side are a mass of unfinished
houses where men who've
returned from Kerala or Punjab
are adding a second storey or
making their walls pucca with
bricks. “If you stay here, work in
the fields will let you earn a maxi-
mum of Rs 7,000 a month because
who can pay more? But Iwork asa
labourer in a highway construc-
tion company and geta minimum
of Rs 35,000,” said Chaturbhuj
Kumar Mandal, pointing to the
cement mixer whirring in his
frontyard.

Almost 90% of the village hail
from the Kewat community, clas-
sified as EBC —a grouping that sits
at the core of chief minister Nitish
Kumar's electoral calculation. Yet,
signs of disquiet are unmistakable.
“We are always looking for some-
one who can help us. That's why
we were loyal to Nitish ji because
he gave us respect first. But it
doesn’t seem he has that might
now,” said Chintlal Mandal,
former village chief.

Villages such as Maratipur
were critical to the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance (NDA) storming
to power in 2005, and were
rewarded with motorable roads, a
somewhat-ramshackle bridge that
eased access to the region, and a
general improvement in law-and-
order. “Suddenly, we were not so

afraid of the strongmen anymore,”
said Umesh Mandal, a resident.
Yet, progress stalled, forcing hun-
dreds of young men from the vil-
lage to fan out across north India—
the EBCs went to Noida and Kan-
pur and the Dalits went to Punjab,
every community using a blend of
kinship and caste networks to gain
a toehold in hostile cities. Before
an election, 8-10 buses full of
migrants would return to vote en
masse, before taking off again.

This time, though, there is no
mahaul, admitted Chintlal. The
only decent job left in the village is
taken by his son Sunil, who is paid
Rs 20,000 to help local residents
upload their UPI details and pay or
receive money over an app. “The
jati samikaran (caste equations)
are changing. Earlier, such politi-
cal competition would give us
more opportunities. Now there are
nojobs.”

The political churn
Chandodayi, Halhalia and Marati-
pur represent some key strands of
the still-evolving story of India’s
100 million internal migrants who
spend months away from home
for money, and its sub-narratives
of gender and caste. This large-
scale, semi-organised churn is a
consequence of what economists
call the spatial rift of India’s une-
qual development—where indus-
tries and economic opportunities
are bunched up in the country’s
west and south, prompting vast
provinces in the east and north to
act as ready sink of cheap and
young labour.

Nowhere is this more acute
than Araria, home to all three vil-
lages where migration, and the
anxieties it engenders, have deep
political echoes. The Araria Lok
Sabha constituency subsumes six
assembly segments in the impov-
erished Seemanchal region, where
the NDA holds four. Over the last

THE MIGRATION IS
SPURRED BY THE
SPATIAL RIFT OF
DEVELOPMENT,
WHICH CREATED
SINKS OF YOUNG,
CHEAP LABOUR

two decades, the Lok Sabha seat
has swung between the Rashtriya
Janata Dal and the BJP. It is cur-
rently held by the latter’s EBC face
Pradeep Kumar Singh, who won
by 130,000 votes in 2019.

“We are fighting elections on
the basis of development work
carried out by the Modi govern-
ment and we are getting the sup-
port from all sections of society,”
said BJP leader Shahnawaz Hus-
sain.

This time, Singh is squaring off
against the RJD’s Shahnawaz
Alam, the youngest son of former
MP Taslimuddin, himself from the
Kulaiya backward Muslim caste
and the last man to win the seat
for the RID. “We are going to the
people with specific issues such as
unemployment, corruption in
government offices, illiteracy and
backwardness...we are fighting on
the work of Tejashwi Yadav,” said
Alam.

But he is weighed down by fam-
ily rivalries — the RJD nominated
his brother Sarfaraz in the assem-
bly elections, prompting him to
join the AIMIM, win, and then
eventually rejoin the RID—and the
perception of him being a strong-
man.

“The BJP has not only aggres-
sively wooed the EBCs, but it also
managed to draw a communal
divide within the group that
accommodated both Hindus and
Muslims. Plus the bahubali image
of the RJD candidate will hurt him
among Hindu EBCs who are wary
of dominant groups,” said Mur-
shid Raza, a local analyst.

The sharpest impact, though,
might be on the BJP’s ally, the
JD(U). In Maratipur, support for
Nitish Kumar has cooled ironi-
cally for the same reason that once
endeared him to EBCs. “In this last
government, no work got done at
the block level. We used to hear
that babus run the government
but that structure has decayed.
And local leaders are powerless,”
said Mantulal Mandal.

That may spell trouble for the
party -- perhaps now, perhaps
later “The BJP is wooing us and so
is the RJD. The JD(U) will get
squeezed,” said Chintlal.

“Mark my words when the
assembly polls come, Kumar will
bein trouble.”
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CORRIGENDUM
Ref: Global Tender Enquiry Notice No. PI(EP)/23-24/G/06

Rreafar=nesxx
DELHI TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

CENTRE FOR RAILWAY

S
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi - 110021
TenderNo. 01245133

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PLAN
A

onomous Institute of the Dep
stry of Science and Technology,
Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New Delhi — 110 067

ENOME RESEARCH
ent of Biotechnology
overnment of India

(Formerly Delhi College of Engineering)

Subject: Selection of Master System Integrator for
the Central Video Management System (CVMS)

Following changes are made:- NOTICE FOR ADMISSION TO PH. D. PROGRAMME 2024-2025

Sr. [ Equipment/item | Original Bid | Revised Bid |Original Bid| Revised Bid| Deptt. Name (Estd. by Govt. of NCT of Delhi vide Act 6 of 2009) on the Public Cloud for the IPLbased CCTv| | Admissions are open for Ph. D. Programme 2024-2025 at NIPGR for conducting
No. Name submission | Submission | Opening | Opening Shahbad Daulatpur, Bawana Road, Delhi 110042 Surveillance for Indian Railways for 8 Years. advanced research in the frontier areas of Plant Biology. Reservations are as per
Date Date Date Date f Date of Closing: 12.06.2024 (Wednesday) statutory norms. The selection will be made on the basis of interview/Viva-Voce.
10 [ Fully Automated | 06.05.2024 | 06.06.2024 | 07.05.2024 | 07.06.2024 | _ Histo- MBA (Executive) ADMISSION NOTICE (AY 2024-25) 15:30 hrs Y . ) . o
IHC Stainer pathology Delhi School of Management Invites Applications for Admission in Two year Pre-bid Meeting on: 27.05.2024(Monday) at| [ The selected candidates will be enrolled for Ph.D. program in academic affiiation
Al other details shall remain the same. MBA (Executive) Weekend Programme 11.00 hrs at CRIS, ITPI Building ,ITO Building, | | with the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. NIPGR will provide hostel
PGI RO NO 00225 Professor In-Charge (EP) ) ’ - g Near ITO, New Delhi-110002 accommodation to selected candidates (subject to availability).
The industry relevant programme is designed to enable managers and entrepreneurs to become successful Documents can be downloaded from o ) . ) ) )
leaders in today’s challenging business environment Website_www.ireps.gov.in. For future| | For detailed information, visit our website www.nipgr.ac.in. The last date for
i D ) modification/extensions pl. see| |gybmissionofonline applicationis June 18,2024.  Controller of Administration
Eligibility Criteria: WWw.ireps.gov.in. NIPGR
Graduation or its equivalent with minimum 50% marks or equivalent CGPA (10% relaxation in marks will be
givento SC/ST/PwD).
PUBLIC NOTICE Work Experience:
i) Minimum 2 years of work experience after Under Graduate (UG) degree (B.E., B Tech., B. Arch, B.A, B.Sc., B.
SALE NOTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES &m,BCA,MBBSetc.). () ( \
ﬁ]“‘:“o".s.a'e Rlelley o) il @if mlinpize.s Aepailes 5 ooy givern (o Admission Criteria and Online Forms are available from 6" May, 2024 at the University Website
e publicin general that the below described immovable properties which N . . R ission@, . ; Uttarakhand
have been attached vide order dated 03.02.2022 passed by the Court of http://www.dtu.ac.in Forany query write E-mail to emba.admission@dtu.ac.in _Sd/- 3 Simply Hoaoen!
Hon'ble Additional & Session Judge, SAS Nagar, Mohali in EXE/92/2022, Registrar S

titted as, “Daiichi Sankyo Company Limited versus Malvinder Mohan
Singh and others” has been directed to be sold through open physical
auction in accordance with Order XXI Rule 81 on 14 May 2024 on “As is
where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis by the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM), Derabassi, SAS Nagar, Mohali, for recovery
of INR 49,23,03,67,248.15 (Rupees Four Thousand Nine Hundred and 4
Twenty-three Crores Three Lakhs Sixty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred bl
and Forty-Eight and Fifteen Paisa only) as on 14 May 2024, due to the INDIAN RAILWAYS
Decree Holder, i.e., Daiichi Sankyo Company Limited. The nature of
possession of the properties is 'physical' and the munadi process for the PATIALA LOCOMOTIVE WO RKS
scheduled immovable properties was held on 23 April 2024. PATIALA-147003

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTIES Tel.: 0175-2396000, 2396001, Fax: 0175-2306413
1. Zolton Properties Private Limited,
Hadbast No. 213, situated at Koli Majra, Derabassi,
SAS Nagar, Punjab
Admeasuring: 122 Bigha, 8 Biswa

SriKartik Swami Temple

Abode of Lord Murugan in the Uttarakhand Himalayas

-

Voo
Azadi,

AmritMahotsav

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Dy. Chief Engineer/PLW, Patiala acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders on website
www.ireps.gov.in. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only.
Manual offers are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored.
Contractors are allowed to make payments against this tender towards earnest money only through online
payment modes available on IREPS portal. Manual payments through Demand draft, Banker's cheque, Deposit
receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed.

2. Zolton Properties Private Limited,

Hadbast No. 213, situated at Koli Majra, Derabassi,
SAS Nagar, Punjab

Admeasuring: 2 Bigha

The details of the auction are provided herein below: N.LT. No. & Name of work Advertised Earnest Period of Closing date & Opening
+-Reserve Price: INR 24,00,000 per acre Value (Rs.) | Money (Rs.)| Completion time of tender date & time
*-Estimated Market Value: INR 1,00,00,000 per acre CE/PLW/T-07/2024-25/PTA 6837019/- 136800/~ 05 Months 11.06.2024 11.06.2024
*-Bid Increase Amount: INR 50,000/~ (Rupees Fifty Thousand Only) Dt. 02.05.2024 at 15.00 hrs. at 15.00 hrs.

Extension of existing sports building in stadium area by 60' x 50' for boxing and other allte sports facilities in PLW/PTA.

*-Date, Time: 14 May 2024, 9:30 AM onwards
(2024-25)

*-Venue: Hadbast No. 213, situated at Koli Majra, Derabassi, SAS
Nagar, Punjab

Note:- 1. Credentials/documents received from the tenderer after opening of the tenders shall not be given cognizance.
2. The eligibility criteria for NIT No. T-07 can be viewed on the website www.ireps.gov.in 3. Before bidding, bidders to check
for any corrigendumissued against tender. No. PLW/WW/WA/CS/979/Vol-lll Dated: 02/05/2024 1366/24

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

CONDITIONS FOR SALE

1. The particulars specified in the Schedule of Properties above are true
to the best of knowledge of the Decree Holder.

2. The highest bidder shall be declared as the purchaser of any lot,
provided that he is legally qualified to bid.

3. The highest bidder shall deposit 25% of the purchase-money
immediately after declaration of sale of the immovable property to the
SDM, Derabassi, SAS Nagar, Mohali; whereas, the remaining purchase-
money shall be deposited before the Court of Hon'ble Additional &
Session Judge, SAS Nagar, Mohali on or before 29 May 2024 in
accordance with Order XXI Rule 84 and 85 of the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908.

4. On receipt of the entire sale consideration, the Hon'ble Court shall
grant a certificate specifying the property sold and the name of the person
who at the time of sale is declared to be the purchaser. Such certificate

Sri Kartik Swami temple at Kraunch Parvat, mentioned in
Skanda Purana is believed to be the place where Lord Kartik meditated.

P SANJAY GANDHI POST GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

Raebareli Road, Lucknow- U.P. (India)
Tele ;: +91 522-2668004-8 Fax- +91 522-2668129/2668017

Recruitment Notice

s»—— Join us for =

108 VALAMPURI SHANKH POOJA,
KALASH STHAPNA &
VASTRA AADAN PRADAN

Online applications are invited from aspirants of Uttar Pradesh domicile for following Group- A posts.
The details is as under-

shall bear date and the day on which the sale becomes absolute in terms i Uppe
of Order XXI Rule 94 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. Name.of Post Esse“‘g" Qualifioation & Mpa*f :o' of F.";St Agepflr;“
5. All expenses relating to stamp duty and registration of Sale Xperience atrix specialty on
ge”Tifrijcat%/CO"VGVancev if/a”V' shaIrLb;IatlJ)orn?dby th‘; SL;)CCGSSff“' bidderh Lecturer/Associate | (a) Master Degree in Nursing from a PB-3 |SC-01* 50 Yrs.
. e above properties/assets shall be sold on the basis of “as is where : 7l » 4 ) o acth . . Ao. _19.
is basis, as is what is basis’ and “without any recourse basis’. The| |Professor | recognized Institution/University (Rs.~15600- [ (Child Health Date: 15" May, 2024 | Time: 09:00 am - 12:00 pm
intending bidder should make their own inquiries regarding any statutory (College of Nursing) | (b) Must be registered Nurse and 39100/-) |Nursing Venue: Sri Kartik Swami Temple, Rudraprayag
liabilities, arrears of Property Tax, Electricity Dues, etc. relating to the Midwife Speciality) ¢
above properties themselves before participating in the auction sale (c) 05 years experience with a minimum| GP. 6600 |0BC-01
process. ; : ) ’
7. To the best of knowledge of the Decree Holder, there are no of two years teaching experience in (Mental
enqun:tl)ra'?fesdon any O(fjtf;e above said properties and the properties are Nursing after obtaining the Postgraduat Health Nursing
agricultural lands, as on date. e 1 i
In case of any query or information, undersign being duly authorized by qualification e] speciality)

the Decree Holder can be contacted:

Uttarakhand Tourism Development Board

uttarakhandtourism.gov.in

1§ /uttarakhandTourismofficialPage | X /UTDBofficial | (@ /uttarakhand_tourismofficial | (@ Uttarakhand Tourism

*Backlog
For further details and submission of applications through online mode, visit Institute's website
www.sgpgims.org.in

ADVT.No.: l/03/Rectt/2024-25

P&A Law Offices

Counsel for the Decree Holder

Mr. Shivam Chanana: +919311077171
Mr. Rahul Makkar: +919991977030

(Director)
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BJD govt will expire on June 4:
Modi; CM calls it daydreaming

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
asserted that the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD)-led government in Odisha
will cease to exist on June 4, the
day the results for the assembly
elections will be announced, a
claim chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik dismissed as a “daydream”.

Modi, who was addressing his
first set of rallies in Odisha for this
year’s elections, also took a dig at
Patnaik over his presumptive suc-
cessor VK Pandian, saying the
eastern state needs a chief minis-
ter who understands the Odia lan-
guage and culture. He further
called himself the “son of Lord
Jagannath” and urged voters to
give the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) a chance to form a double
engine government in the state.

Polling for 147 assembly seats
and 21 Lok Sabha constituencies in
Odisha will be held simultane-
ously across four phases, starting
May 13. The results for both the
polls will be declared on June 4.

Holding rallies in Berhampur
and Nabarangpur Lok Sabha
seats, Modi said he is visiting the
state to invite the people for the
swearing-in ceremony of a BJP
chief minister in Bhubaneswar,
which, he claimed, would be held
on June 10. “The expiry date of the
BJD government is June 4. On
June 6, the BJP will finalise its
chief minister for Odisha and on
June 10, a BJP leader will take oath.
I strongly believe that the people
will accept Modi’s invitation and
will not decline like those who
refuted the invitation for the con-
secration ceremony at the Ram
Temple,” he said.

“The BJP will form a double-en-
gine government here after the
ongoing elections,” he added,
referring to BJP governments in
the state and at the Centre.

Modi also took a swipe at Pat-
naik over his trusted aide and pre-
sumptive successor Pandian, say-
ing only “a person, who lives,
understands and takes pride in
Odia culture and tradition, can
help resolve the problems of Odi-
sha ata faster pace”.

“The one who respects the soil
of Odisha and its culture, knows
the problems and solutions and
has connections with the people
will become BJP’s chief minister.
This is Modi Ki Guarantee. I pray
to the people to bless the BJP so
that it wins all the 21 Lok Sabha
seats and bumper seats in the
assembly polls so that Odisha can
getnew energy and a new leader-
ship,” he said.

Pandian, a former Tamil Nadu-
born private secretary and a
trusted lieutenant of Patnaik for
more than a decade, joined the

BOY DIES AS CRUDE
BOMB EXPLODES
AHEAD OF TMC
RALLY IN BENGAL

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: A teenage boy was
killed and two people were injured
when a crude bomb exploded at
Pandua in Hooghly district of West
Bengal on Monday morning, said
police, triggering a political row in
the eastern state.

The incident took place around
8.30am near a pond where a
group of children were playing,
said officers.

Local residents rushed the
wounded to a local hospital where
one child was declared dead. The
other two were transferred to a
healthcare facility in Chinsurah.

The deceased boy’s mother was
disconsolate. “My elder brother
called me and told me that there
was an accident. When I reached
his house, I heard that my son had
died in a bomb blast,” the child’s
mother told reporters.

The explosion, which took
place hours before Trinamool
Congress national general secre-
tary Abhishek Banerjee was
scheduled to address a rally in the
village, kicked off a fresh political
battle in the eastern state.

Local BJP MP Locket Chatterjee
blocked an arterial road for over
two hours, demanding the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) probe the incident.

“Along with the people of Pan-
dua, I demand justice for the fami-
lies of the innocent boys. The state
police are incapable of conducting
a thorough, impartial probe into
the incident. We want an NIA
probe,” she said.

The ruling TMC hit back.

“The BJP MP is afraid because
she knew there would be a huge
gathering at Abhishek Banerjee’s
rally,” said Asima Patra, the TMC
MLA from Dhanekhali.

RALLY TRACKER

BJP 14

1 Narendra Modi, PM
Odisha: Berhampur,
Nabarangpur

2 Amit Shah,
Union home minister
Bengal: Krishnanagar,
Durgapur
Bihar: Ujiarpur

3 JP Nadda,
BJP chief
Telangana: Peddapalli,
Bhongir, Nalgonda

@ Rahul Gandhi,
Congress leader
Madhya Pradesh:
Khargone, Ratlam

TMC &%

Mamata Banerjee,
West Bengal chief minister
Bengal: Birbhum

BJD on November 27, a little more
than a month after he resigned
from the Indian Administrative
Services. The move came amid
speculation that the influential
former bureaucrat could emerge
as the second most powerful
leader within the party, and per-
haps even Patnaik’s successor as
party chief in the future.

Modi accused the state govern-
ment of “not allowing” implemen-
tation of welfare schemes intro-
duced by the Centre. Calling him-
self the “son of Lord Jagannath”,
he assured that the BJP will imple-
ment all its promises made in its
manifesto for the state polls that
was released on Sunday.

He praised President Droupadi
Murmu, saying the BJP has
proudly given the highest post of
the country to the “daughter of
Odisha”. “It is my good fortune
that President Droupadi Murmu Ji
advises me minutely for the devel-
opment of Odisha. I feel that Twill
be able to do a lot for the state
under her guidance,” he said.

Responding to Modi’s claim
that the BJP will form the next
government in Odisha, Patnaik
said the party has been “day-
dreaming” of coming to power for
a long time. “BJP has been day-
dreaming for many days,” he said
while he was on his way to an elec-
tion meeting in Kalahandi district.

Pandian also dismissed Modi’s
remarks and said “Naveen Patnaik
will take oath as the chief minister
of Odisha for the sixth consecutive
time between 11.30am and 1.30pm
onJune9.”

Shah, Mamata trade barbs as
Sandeshkhali row intensifies

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Union home minister
Amit Shah on Monday alleged
that hundreds of women were
tortured by Trinamool Congress
(TMC) “goons” in West Bengal’s
Sandeshkhali on the basis of
“religion”, evoking a sharp reac-
tion from chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, who accused the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party (BJP) of con-
spiring against the ruling party.

Addressing an election rally
in Burdwan-Durgapur Lok
Sabha constituency in West
Burdwan district, Shah said:
“The TMC’s goons tortured our
sisters at Sandeshkhali on the
basis of religion. Mamata
Banerjee did not want a probe
but the (Calcutta) high court
has ordered an inquiry by the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion.”

He added: “Whoever has com-
mitted atrocities in Sandesh-
khali, even if he hides in the
underworld, we will find him
and put him behind prison bars.”

The Union minister’s
remarks came amid political
tensions over a purported video
of a BJP worker claiming that
leader of opposition Suvendhu
Adhikari had hatched the “San-

from Jaunpur.

BSP replaces Jaunpur candidate
Shrikala Reddy, her ex-MP

husband lashes out at party
JAUNPUR: The BSP on Monday replaced
its Jaunpur Lok Sabha seat candidate
Shrikala Reddy with incumbent MP
Shyam Singh Yadav. Reddy, wife of
former MP Dhananjay Singh, was
announced as the BSP candidate from
Jaunpur on April 16. Reacting to the
party’s latest decision, Singh said that
“by doing this, my wife is feeling hurt”.
He also said the move was a conspiracy
to humiliate him. “Talk about my wife
returning the ticket is baseless,” he
added. Yadav said he was called by BSP
chief Mayawati and asked to contest

D

Election Commission censures
Jagan, Naidu over derogatory

remarks at one another

NEW DELHI: In two separate letters to
Andhra Pradesh chief minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy and Telugu Desam Party
chief Chandrababu Naidu, the Election
Commission has “strongly” censured
the two leaders and asked them to be
“careful” in their “public utterances”.
This came after the two leaders made
derogatory statements against each
other in violation of the Model Code of
Conduct. The poll body cited a rule in
the poll code, saying: “Criticism of other
political parties, when made, shall be
confined to their policies and
programme, past record and work.”

- T
Amit Shah, Mamata Banerjee

deshkhali conspiracy”. The
area, in North 24 Parganas, was
on the boil in February follow-
ing allegations of sexual abuse
of women and land grabbing by
local TMC leaders. The area
saw protests by local women,
demanding action against party
strongman Sheikh Shahjahan
and his aides.

While Banerjee has accused
the BJP of “orchestrating the
incidents” and “trying to
malign” the state’s image, the
BJP insisted the video, released
by the TMC on Saturday, was
doctored and said it would
have no impact on the Lok
Sabha elections in the state.

Continuing his attack on
Banerjee, Shah said: “Mamata
didi, you are a woman and
chief minister and yet hun-
dreds of women were tortured
right under your nose. You took
no action to save your vote
bank. Those who tortured our

sisters will be thrown behind
bars. They can’t be saved even
if Mamata didi hides them
under the ground.”

Banerjee, however, accused
the BJP of preparing a “blue-
print to win the elections”.
“They (BJP) insulted the
women in Sandeshkhali. This
was their blueprint. They don’t
know that the honour of our
mothers is more valuable than
money. They conspired without
realising that everything gets
exposed some day or the
other,” the TMC chairperson
said during a rally in Birbhum.

“Do not disrespect the moth-
ers of Bengal; do not insult
them. I am warning you,” she
added.
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29% of candidates in fray for
Phase 1 of Odisha assembly

polls are crorepatis: Report
NEW DELHI: Of the 243 candidates in
the fray in the first phase of the Odisha
assembly elections, 29% are crorepatis,
according to a report by the Association
for Democratic Reforms (ADR). As per
the ADR’s analysis of the affidavits
submitted by candidates, 65 (27%) have
declared criminal cases against
themselves, with 48 (20%) facing
serious charges. Out of 28 seats, 12
(43%) are red alert constituencies.
These constituencies refer to those
where three or more candidates have
declared criminal cases against
themselves.

EC issues advisory on
deeptakes for parties

Aditi Agrawal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission (EC) on Monday
instructed all political parties
not to use their social media
handles to publish deepfake vid-
eos and audio, even as it asked
them to take down any such vid-
eos within three hours of being
notified. Parties have also been
instructed to identify and warn
the party person responsible for
posting deepfakes.

The notice comes a week after a
BJP delegation, led by IT minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, approached
the poll panel to demand “urgent
measures required to address the
impact of deepfakes on the elect-
oral process”.

To be sure, the poll body has
not restrained political parties
from using any technological or
Al-based tools; it has only
restrained them from using such
tools that “distort information or
spread misinformation, which

resultantly lowers the standards
of electioneering”.

“The use of such manipulated,
distorted, edited content on
social media platforms has the
potential to wrongfully sway
voter opinions, deepen societal
divisions, and erode trust in elec-
tioneering process by attacking
laid out instrumentalities of the
electoral steps in terms of means
and material,” the EC said in its
letter. It also said that “forward-
ing/re-sharing/re-posting/
re-tweeting” on social media
platforms makes the spread of
misinformation “dangerously
unrestrained”.

The EC has instructed politi-
cal parties to not impersonate
another person, including politi-
cal parties or their representa-
tives, on social media.

Further, the EC also
instructed political parties to
report “any unlawful informa-
tion” and “and fake user
accounts” to the concerned
social media platform.

AMETHI: On Friday, the Congress
fielded Gandhi family loyalist Kis-
hori Lal Sharma from Amethi, one
of its family boroughs. In an inter-
view with Umesh Raghuvanshi,
the 63-year-old speaks about his
association with the party and the
constituency, and how he intends
to fight his opponents in the elec-
tions. Edited excerpts:

How and when did you come
to Amethi?

I am from Bhawanipur, a vil-
lage in Himachal Pradesh. It was
(former prime minister) Rajiv
Gandhi who brought me to Ame-
thiin 1983 as a Congress coordina-
tor. He had launched a training
programme for the Indian Youth
Congress. I was one of the people
selected for the training.

What have you learnt in
Amethi?

I follow many things that Rajiv
Gandhi taught me during the
training programme. I have also
learnt from Sonia Gandhi, Rahul

{ MADHYA PRADESH }

NDA won’t even get 150
seats in polls, says Rahul

Shruti Tomar

shruti.tomar@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) will not even
get150 seats in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi said on Monday, alleging that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has made up his mind to change
the Constitution, something that
will deprive tribals and other sec-
tions of their rights.

Addressing two poll rallies in
Madhya Pradesh — at Jobat in
Alirajpur district which comes
under the Ratlam Lok Sabha seat
and Segaon under the Khargone
constituency — Gandhi reiterated
that the Opposition Indian
National Developmental Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) bloc will ensure
the 50% cap on reservation is
removed in the interest of the peo-
pleif voted to power at the Centre.

“These Lok Sabha elections are
for saving the Constitution which
the BJP and RSS (Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh) want to scrap,
change and throw away,” Gandhi,
who was carrying a copy of the
Constitution in his hand, alleged at
Jobat. “BJP leaders have clearly
said they will change the book
(Constitution). They have given the
slogan of ‘abki baar, 400 paar’.
Leave aside 400, they won't even
get 150 seats,” he added.

The former Congress chief
stressed that his party and other
INDIA bloc partners were protect-
ing the Constitution.

\.l

I want to tell you
that leave aside
(talk of) snatching
reservation, we are
going to raise it
above 50%

RAHUL GANDHI,

Congress leader

Both Ratlam and Khargone
seats, which are reserved for
Scheduled Tribes (ST), will go to
the polls on May 13 in the fourth
phase of the Lok Sabha elections.

“Ttis due to it (Constitution) that
the tribals, Dalits and OBCs are
getting benefits. The tribals have
the right over water, land and jun-
gles due to the Constitution,” Gan-
dhi said, adding Modi wants to
snatch the people’s rights. “Their
leaders have said that they will
snatch away reservation given to
tribals, Dalits and OBCs...We want
to stop that,” he said.

The Congress leader reiterated
that if voted to power, INDIA bloc
will raise the 50% cap on reserva-
tion. “T want to tell you from this
stage that leave aside (talk of)
snatching reservation, we are
going to raise it above 50%. The
court has contained the reserva-
tion limit at 50%,” he said.

At Khargone rally, Gandhi
promised to waive loans of farm-

ers and raise the daily allowance
under the MGNREGA scheme
from X250 to 400 if voted to
power. After coming to power,
INDIA bloc will enact a law to
ensure that farmers get the mini-
mum support price (MSP) for their
produce, he added.

Attacking the BJP, Gandhi
claimed that Modi has made 22
people “multi-billionaires” in the
country. “Modi has failed to pro-
vide employment in the last 10
years. Tribals are migrating to
other states for jobs. While your
loans are not written off, loans
worth 16 lakh crore of 22 rich
people have been waived.”

Work hard for amonth,
Gandhi tells members
Meanwhile, a day before the third
phase of polling, Gandhi asked
Congress workers to work hard for
amonth. In an open letter to party
workers, Gandhi said: “I sincerely
thank you for all your hard work
so far. It is because of you that we
have been able to prepare a radical
manifesto by listening to the peo-
ple of India. We fought well in the
first two phases of the elections.
We are capable of countering the
BJP’s deceitful and diverting
actions and forcing them to
answer us.” “Tam giving my all in
this fight and I want the same from
you,” he added.

He said “now is the time for
another month of hard work to
ensure that the Hamati Guarantee
reaches every Indian, and to ensure
that everyone turns out to vote...”

Amid row over Poonch
attack remark, ex-CM
rakes up Pulwama case

Navrajdeep Singh
letters@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR: Former Punjab
chief minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, who sparked a contro-
versy through his remark that the
terror attack on an Indian Air
Force (IAF) convoy in Jammu &
Kashmir last week was an “elec-
tion stunt” by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), on Monday said he is
proud of the country’s soldiers but
questioned the Centre over the
probe into the 2019 terror attack in
Pulwama in the Union territory.
“We are proud of the jawans
who join the armed forces and
safeguard the country. My state-
ment referred to the point that
why do such attacks take place
only before the elections. Even
before the 2019 general elections,
40 jawans lost their lives in the
Pulwama attack but the Union
government has not been able to
find out who executed the attack
till date. The government failed to
find those responsible behind it,”
Channi said in a video statement.
The terror attack in Pulwama
district was carried out on Febru-
ary 14, 2019, when a suicide
bomber rammed his explosive-
laden car into a convoy of the
CRPF on Srinagar-Jammu
national highway. Pakistan-based
terrorist group Jaish-e-Moham-
med had claimed responsibility.
Channi continued: “Itis election
time once again. Our jawans were
attacked once again and one
jawan lost his life. I would like to
ask the government who are those
people who orchestrate such
attacks, why are they not brought
before everyone and why does
intelligence failure take place.”

Charanyjit Singh Channi

On Sunday, the Congress leader
triggered a political row through
his remark that the terror attack
on an IAF convoy in Poonch dis-
trict of Jammu & Kashmir a day
earlier, in which Corporal Vikky
Pahade was killed and four IAF
personnel were injured, was an
“election stunt” and “orchestrated”
by the BJP to bolster its prospects
in the Lok Sabha elections.

Channi claimed that the BJP is
known for “playing with people’s
lives and armed personnel”, trig-
gering a sharp reaction from
Union minister Anurag Thakur,
who sought an apology from the
top Congress leadership, including
former party chief Sonia Gandhi.

Channi also hit out at Punjab
BJP chief Sunil Jakhar, who was a
part of the grand old party in 2019,
saying the latter had demanded
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
resignation over the Pulwama
attacks. “Jakhar should clear his
stand on why he gave such a state-
ment from the stage at that time.
The video of his entire speech is
available on social media,” he said.

Hitting back, Jakhar said:
“National security is top priority
for me. I never used words like
‘election stunt’ or said that the BJP
orchestrated that attack. My point
was that those behind the attack
must be exposed.”

NC'S KARGIL UNIT
RESIGNS AGAINST
INDIA BLOC'S LS
CANDIDATE CHOICE

Ashiq Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: In a major jolt to the
National Conference, its entire
Kargil unit resigned on Monday
in protest against the party lead-
ership allegedly pressuring them
to support Congress candidate
from the Ladakh Lok Sabha seat
as part of opposition INDIA
bloc’s seat deal.

Qamar Ali Akhoon, the addi-
tional general secretary of the
Farooq Abdullah-led party in
Ladakh, conveyed the Kargil
unit’s decision to the party chief
in a letter. According to the
INDIA bloc’s seat-sharing agree-
ment, the Ladakh seat was given
to the Congress.

Akhoon, talking to reporters
in Kargil, said the party high
command was pressuring them
to extend support to Congress
candidate from Ladakh, Tsering
Namgyal, but it was against the
decision taken by Kargil Demo-
cratic Alliance (KDA) which has
put up Haji Haneefa Jan as its
candidate. Akhoon said the deci-
sion has been taken in the
“larger interest of Ladakh, espe-
cially Kargil region.”

Jan, the Kargil district chief of
NC, has the backing of the Con-
gress’s district unit and was the
unanimous choice to fight the
polls as an independent.

Meanwhile, two independent
candidates — Sajjad Hussain and
Kacho Mohd Feroz — also with-
drew their candidature in sup-
port of Jan, setting the stage for a
triangular contest on May 20 in
the seat where the BJP has
fielded Tashi Gyalon, chief exec-
utive councillor-cum-chairman
of the Ladakh Autonomous Civil
Development Council (Leh).

{ KISHORI LAL SHARMA } CONGRESS CANDIDATE FROM AMETHI

‘People of Amethi not behind Cong’s loss in 19

Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi. I
have learnt humility from the
Gandhi family.

If you were not in Amethi,
what else would you have
done?

We (my family) have our base in
Punjab. I have my own business. I
don’t draw any salary from the
Congress. My father established a
bakery 70 years ago. That bakery is
still there, but had I not come here,
I'would have probably expanded
the business. But I feel attached to
this place, and always maintained
a low profile in Punjab. People
have a lot of expectations and I
enjoy working for them.

‘What work have you done
for the people?

We used to have Congress gov-
ernments at the Centre and in the
state as well. Rajiv Gandhi became
an MP in 1981 and the prime min-
ister in 1984. Whatever complaints
we received from the people were
forwarded to the government and

resolved immediately.

‘When did you learn that you
are being fielded by the party?

I came to know after 12am on
May 3 (the announcement was
made during the day). Although, I
cannot reveal the name of the per-
son who told me about it.

How will you counter the
BJP’s campaign?

No one can counter others. Peo-
ple counter their leaders after
assessing their performance. She
(sitting Amethi MP Smriti Irani)

should tell what she has done for
the constituency in the last five
years. We (Congress) will tell the
people what we have done since
1982. It doesn’t matter what she
tells people about us or what we
tell people about her. The people
will say how they were treated in

There were many reasons for
the Congress’s defeat in Amethi in
2019. The people of Amethi, how-
ever, were not the reason. The role
of the government and the official
machinery affected the people.
There was some problem with our
management of elections. We

the last five years. were not able to keep in touch with
J— our workers at the

‘What about the = S grassroots level. Our

incident outside L, monitoring was not

the Congress effective.

office on Sunday

night? Is Rahul Gandhi
Such incidents keeping in touch

never took place in ELECTION with the people?

et INTERVIEW S condiies

of Amethi. The peo- with the people (of

ple are stunned. They Amethi).

arenotused tosucha

culture. They (BJP leaders) are not
getting proper feedback. Such inci-
dents are only hurting their inter-
est.

What led to Rahul Gandhi’s
defeat in 2019?

Your take on statements that
the Congress has conceded
defeat in Amethi?

There is no machine that can
read people’s minds. The people
will decide the fate of the candi-
dates.
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NUMBER THEORY - Polling for 25 high-stakes Guj

What'satstake in the gaqt today; Surat uncontested
third phase of voting . s, = Sulevs Pawar: All yes

letters@hindustantimes.com Bl
By Abhishek Jha on battle for Baramati

AHMEDABAD: The Bharatiya
A total of 93 parliamentary constituencies (PCs) across 10 states and

Janata Party (BJP) is anticipating
a repeat victory in the Gujarat

the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu are
scheduled to vote today (Tuesday, May 7) in the third of the seven-
phase Lok Sabha elections. The Surat PC of Gujarat was also scheduled
to vote, but will not be voting in any phase because the winner there
has already been declared (more on this later). After this phase - it is
also the third largest phase by number of PCs voting - voting would
have concluded in 283 of India’s 543 PCs. At the state level, voting
would have concluded in 16 states and four UTs. Here are some

key facts about the PCs voting in today’s phase.

Lok Sabha elections as the state
goes to the polls in the third
phase of voting on Tuesday.

With a strong presence in the
state, the ruling party is aiming
to sweep all 26 parliamentary
constituencies, leaving no room
for political rivals. The Congress
and Aam Aadmi Party alliance
in the state is, however, looking
to break the BJP’s third clean
sweep in the home state of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
home minister Amit Shah.

The BJP’s campaign has been

Officials of an all-women polling station pose with EVMs ata

collection centre at Una in Gujarat on Monday. AFP

Valsad, Rajkot, Sur-
endranagar, Bhav-

on May 22. Dalal’s
triumph came after

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBALI: Polling for 11 of the 48
Lok Sabha seats in Maharashtra
will be held on Tuesday, the
spotlight being on the high-
stakes battle in Baramati, where
incumbent lawmaker and
NCP(SP) chief Sharad Pawar’s
daughter Supriya Sule is pitted
against Sunetra Pawar, wife of
the veteran leader’s estranged
nephew and Maharashtra dep-
uty CM Ajit Pawar.

and Sunetra Pawar

play a key role in Sule’s victory in
the past polls.

Polling will also be held in
Raigad, Osmanabad, Latur, Sola-
pur, Madha, Sangli, Satara, Rat-

led by Modi, who held sixrallies nagar, Amareli, eight other candi- While Sule is seeking a fourth  nagiri-Sindhudurg, Kolhapur
= = on May 1 and 2. The BJP has Chhota Udepur, dates withdrew their | straight term from Baramati,her ~— and Hatkanangale seats. Voting
(] replaced over a dozen sittin, anchmahal, Meh- nominations, while | sister-in-law Sunetra Pawar is  will begin at 7 am and end at
NDA had a seat share of 88% in these PCs in 2019 laced over a dozen sitting Panchmahal, Meh inations, while | sister-in-law Sunetra Pawar is  will begin at 7 am and end at 6
MPs, including ministers Dar-  sana, Sabarkantha, the nomination | making her electoral debut in  pm at the 23,036 polling centres,

The BJP and its allies won 79 out of 90 PCs (including Surat) for which results can be compared with

2019 elections. Because of delimitation in Assam, the four PCs polling there do not have a

comparable constituency in 2019 or previous elections. This data nugget gives an idea of the

importance of this phase of elections for the BJP. What makes this phase easy for the BJP is that all

of Gujarat is voting. In fact, the BJP has already won the Surat PC after nomination of the Congress

candidate was cancelled and everybody else withdrew from the contest. Even in Karnataka, where
polling will get over after this phase, the BJP has always won a

majority of PCs in every election since 2004. The Congress and its

allies, won just six out the 90 PCs in 2019. The BJP and its allies

have won a majority of PCs voting in this phase in every Lok
Sabha election starting 2009. The 2009 LS polls saw the BJP's

seat share fall to the lowest level since the 1991 elections at

the all-India level. Because of change in constituency
boundaries in the 2008 delimitation, it is not possible to
compare PC-wise results for elections before 2009.

2019 winners of third
phase PCs of 2024 Lok
Sabha elections

I NDA: BJP

shana Jordosh and Mahendra
Munjapara, for the Lok Sabha
elections in Gujarat. Union min-
isters Mansukh Mandaviya and
Parshottam Rupala, whose
Rajya Sabha terms end in April,
are contesting the polls.

Shah, who is contesting from
the Gandhinagar seat, is looking
at winning with a huge margin
from the constituency where
Modi and Gujarat chief minister
Bhupendra Patel are voters. The
Congress has fielded Sonal Patel,
a 62-year-old architect who has
been with the party for over
three decades.

Sitting lawmakers have been
replaced in constituencies such
as Surat, Vadodara, Porbandar,

Banaskantha and
Ahmedabad West.

The BJP had to
change a couple of
candidates after
internal protests
broke out following candidates
were announced, including two
time MP Ranjan Bhatt, who was
fielded by the party to contest for
the third time from the Vado-
dara Lok Sabha seat, but with-
drew her candidacy after pro-
tests. The party instead fielded
Hemang Joshi, a local leader and
vice-chairman in the Municipal
School Board of Vadodara.

BJP candidate Mukesh Dalal
secured an uncontested victory
from the Surat Lok Sabha seat

POLL
WATCH

forms of Congress
candidate Nilesh
Kumbhani and his
substitute Suresh
Padsala were ren-
dered invalid.

In Rajkot, BJP’s Rupala will
contest Congress leader Paresh
Dhanani, who belongs to the
powerful Leuva Patidar commu-
nity. Rupala’s remarks against
erstwhile kings have not gone
down well with the Rajput com-
munity, with many of its leaders
threatening to vote against
Rupala and the BJP in several
constituencies of Saurashtra,
including Jamnagar, Rajkot,
Bhavnagar, Surendranagar and
Junagadh.

these polls as an NDA nominee.

With dominance over the
family home turf on stake, both
Sharad Pawar, who founded the
NCP in 1999, and his nephew Ajit
Pawar, who orchestrated the
vertical split in the 24-year-old
party in July last year and joined
the Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) ruling alliance in the
state, canvassed extensively in
the constituency to ensure the
victory of their nominee.

For Sule (54), this will be the
first general elections wherein
the NCP cadre will be split
between loyalists of her father
and cousin Ajit Pawar, the sitting
legislator from the Baramati
assembly segment, who used to

set up for the third phase of the
general elections, an official said.

This round of elections will
also see two descendents of
Maratha warrior king Chhatrap-
ati Shivaji Maharaj in the fray —
Shahu Chhatrapati of the Con-
gress in Kolhapur and Udayan-
raje Bhosale of the BJP in Satara.

Union minister Narayan Rane
is also in the fray from Ratnagiri-
Sindhudurg.

Altogether 20.9 million voters
—10,764,741 men, 10,226,946
women and 929 from the third
gender — are eligible to vote for
258 candidates in the third
phase, for which 23,036 polling
centres have been set up, the
official said.

{ IN AT LEAST 25 OF 48 SEATS }

Farm issues hold key
to Maha LS outcome

cultivates soybean. In 2014 and

How cohesive are NDA, INDIA
blocs in 3rd phase of LS polls?

Nishant Ranjan

less cohesive manner than the

[ I NDA: Others Saurabha Kulshreshtha 2 " [l frerre—— NDA constituents in the third phase of
B Oters , and Faisal Malik " 0| | NEWDELHE Likethefirsttwopha- EIe:Ztlons (Contesting PCs)
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same party/alliance since 2009

A comparison of the winners of the 90 PCs voting May 7, for which past trends are known by classifying
them as part of a BJP-led alliance, a Congress-led alliance, or others shows that the winning group in 48
of them was the same in the past three LS elections. The BJP-led alliance won 44 of these 48 PCs in
2019, the Congress-led alliance three, and others one. In another 23 PCs, the winner was the same in
2014 and 2019, but different from the one in 2009. A BJP-led alliance won 22 of these 23 PCs and others
one. In nine PCs, the winner was the same group in 2009 and 2014, but changed in 2019. The BJP-led
alliance won six of them in 2019, the Congress-led group one, and others two. The winning group has
changed in every successive election in only 10 PCs, seven of which were won by a BJP-led alliance in
2019. Of the remaining three of these 10 PCs, a Congress-led alliance won two in 2019 and others, one.

2019 winners in 90 third phase PCs (including Surat) by
anti-incumbency trends (Number of P(s)

Voted for the same group in 2009,
2014, and 2019

Voted for the same group in 2014 and 2019,
but voted a different group in 2009

Voted for the same group in 2009 and
2014, but changed in 2019

Changed in every election since 2009

0 10

I
BJP-led aIIian‘ce
M Others

M Congress-led alliance
Note: Assam PCs excluded because their
boundaries were redrawn after 2019

Dilip Raje, another soybean
farmer from Renapur with a
30-acre farm holding, supports
Akangire’s contention. “During
the harvesting in October 2023, the
prices of soybean per quintal was
5,300. We were hopeful that they
would climb up to 36,000 per
quintal... However, the Centre’s
decision to extend the concession
on oil import duty in January this
year, resulted in soybean prices
crashing to 4,300 per quintal. It
led to huge losses for us,” he says.

The farmers’ loss is transmut-
ing into voters’ anger that is rever-
berating across the cotton and soy-
bean belt in Vidarbha to the soya-
onion belt in Marathwada,
western Maharashtra and north

tested on June 4 when results will
be declared. “PM Modi failed to
ensure a fair price for our crops so
we have no choice but to think dif-
ferently,” says Raje, adding prices
for seeds, fertilisers, pesticides shot
up by around 40% in three years.

Onion farmers too are upset.
“Until last week, the average pro-
curement rate for onions was
around 31,350 per quintal. Now, it
has reached 31,700 at Lasalgaon.
But in the last six months farmers
have suffered losses of around L5
lakh per acre. This tactics of lifting
the ban days before election will
not fully pacify the farmers,” says
Bharat Dighole, president of
Maharashtra onion farmers’ asso-
ciation in Nashik.

were limited to 12 of the 112 PCs
(10.7%) of the first phase.

Four of the 14 PCs where there
isa conflict between INDIA parties
are in West Bengal where the con-
test is between All India Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) and the
Congress-Communist Party of
India (Marxist) or CPI(M) alliance.
The BJP and the Congress won
one each of these four PCs in 2019,
while the TMC won two of them.

The remaining 10 PCs where
there is a conflict among INDIA
parties are in Chhattisgarh (1 PC),
Madhya Pradesh (1 PC), Dadra and
Nagar Haveli (1 PC);, Assam (2
PCs), Maharashtra (2 PCs), and
Gujarat (3 PCs). The BJP-led alli-
ance won seven of these 10 PCs in

2019, while an independent candi-
date won another seat. The 2019
result for the two Assam PCs is not
relevant because of delimitation.
Among INDIA bloc members, the
Congress is contesting the highest
number of seats (68 PCs) in this
phase of elections.

Compared to the INDIA alli-
ance, the NDA alliance is much
more cohesive in this phase, just
like in the previous two phases.
NDA members are in a conflict
in only 6 of the 93 PCs (6.45%),
82 of which the BJP is contest-
ing. While the proportion of
seats with intra-NDA conflicts is

Source:TCPD-IED

higher in third phase than both
the first phase PCs (no conflicts)
and the second phase PCs (two
of 88 PCs), these are due to rela-
tively small partners in the alli-
ance —they did not have any Lok
Sabha MP in 2019 - fielding a
candidate along with the BJP. Of
the six PCs where there is more
than one NDA party contesting,
the contest is against the BJP in
four PCs (one each in Gujarat
and Karnataka and two in Mad-
hya Pradesh) and against the
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) in
two PCs, both of which are in
Assam.

2 30 40 50 { RAJNATH SINGH } DEFENCE MINISTER
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; Rajnath Singh, who is seeking  Constitution 80 times. And that i going to Rae Bareli is a master-  in these elections?
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According to 2011 census data aggregated to

on special significance given that turnout in

BJP’s “400 paar” target at the

one can fiddle with the Constitu-

Has a lower voter turnout

Yogi factor in Uttar Pradesh for

PC-level by How India Lives, the median value the first two phases was lower than in 2019. Centre and the poll prospectsof  tion or reservation. in the first and the second all that the state government has
of rural population in the PCs voting today is However, the gap of the average turnout in the INDIA bloc. Edited excerpts: y phases rung alarm bells for  done. The UP government has
73.6%, less than the all-India median of 76.9%. these PCs with the all-India turnout decreased How do you assess the j _ the BJP? P— done well, especially
This means that the average PC in this phase in each of the past three elections, although, Is the B.!P’§ “400 paar” tar- INDIA bloc’s prospects? N Not at all. Of /5 = on law and order.
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Note: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs excluded because their
boundaries were redrawn after 2019; Phase 3 PCs include Surat

COALIDCE: Uawr India Livac anahicic

f Canciic I011 daka

Note: Assam and Jammu and Kashmir PCs excluded from phase wise
data because their boundaries were redrawn after 2019. Surat excluded
from third phase PCs because it will not vote in 2024 SOURCE: TCPD-IED

An absurd lie. The Congress is
spreading these rumours. It is

They are saying such absurd
things - carrying out an X-ray,
caste census... These are regres-

Bareli, while the Congress
is calling it a masterstroke.
(Smirks) Oh, masterstroke!

against the BJP, but benefiting
us. But the lower turnoutis nota
good trend.

tions. In my previous two terms,
I managed to do whatever I
could do.
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4 years on, resolution to
[LAC standoft still elusive

Rahul Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : The military stand-
off between India and China in
eastern Ladakh has entered its
fifth year, with no indication of a
resolution to the outstanding
problems along the contested
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
although India is hoping ongoing
negotiations will result in restor-
ing the status quo ante of April
2020, officials aware of the matter
said on Monday.

The Indian Army and the Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army
have held 21 rounds of corps com-
mander-level of talks to cool ten-
sions along the LAC, but the two
sides still have tens of thousands
of troops each and advanced
weaponry deployed in Ladakh.

Diplomatic talks are also
underway to find a solution. Talks
are the only way out to reach a
lasting solution and ensure peace
along the border, the officials
said, asking not to be named.

The talks have thus far resulted
in four rounds of disengagement
from Galwan Valley, Pangong
Tso, Gogra (PP-17A) and Hot
Springs (PP-15), but problems at

The standoff between India
and China started in May 2020.

Depsang and Demchok are still
on the negotiating table.

Although the current focus is
on the unresolved issues at Dep-
sang and Demchok, the 2020 PLA
actions have had a much larger
impact that has altered the nature
of LAC management, said mili-
tary affairs expert Lieutenant
General DS Hooda (retd).

“Today, there is a lack of trust,
deep suspicions and greater
aggression on the LAC due to the
complete disregard of CBMs (con-
fidence-building measures) by the
Chinese side,” Hooda said.

“Both sides have built up con-
siderable troop strength and are
improving infrastructure. Even if
some agreement is arrived at
Depsang and Demchok, tensions

are likely to persist. This is the
new reality.”

In April, defence minister Raj-
nath Singh said ongoing negotia-
tions with China will continue for
the peaceful resolution of out-
standing issues, even as Indian
troops stand firm along the coun-
try’s northern borders.

“Disengagement and de-escala-
tion are the way forward,” he said
while addressing the country’s
top generals at the biannual army
commanders’ conference on
April 2.After the standoff with
China began in May 2020, India
has built multiple roads, bridges,
tunnels, airfields and helipads in
its border areas for military
mobility and logistics support for
deployed forces, and for civilian
use. Infrastructure development
has also focussed on providing
better living experience and
improved facilities to soldiers,
and conservation of modern
weapons and equipment
deployed in forward areas.

China also has built new air-
bases, missile sites, roads, bridges,
reinforced bunkers and under-
ground facilities to protect mili-
tary assets from aerial strikes,
accommodation for soldiers and

ammunition depots. Meanwhile,
the opposition Congress party on
Monday raised questions about
the dragging standoff, saying
despite 21 rounds of military talks
during the past four years, the sit-
uation remains unfavourable.

“Today is the fourth anniver-
sary of the clashes that began
between Indian and Chinese
troops at Pangong Tso in eastern
Ladakh. These culminated in the
fatal engagement in Galwan on 15
June 2020 in which 20 of our
brave soldiers made the supreme
sacrifice,” Congress MP Jairam
Ramesh said in a statement. “The
PM’s clean chit to China four days
later — when he said, ‘Na koi
hamari seema mein ghus aaya
hai, na hi koi ghusa hua hai
(nobody has entered our border)”
- was a profound insult to our
fallen soldiers...”

Hitting back, BJP spokesper-
son Nalin Kohli said:“The Con-
gress can first consider throwing
some light as to why Rahul
(Gandhi) ji preferred to secretly
meet with the Chinese Ambassa-
dor? They can also share details
of the alleged MoU between
them and Communist Party of
China.”

'DON'T HARASS":
SCTO ED OVER
SUMMONING
OF TN OFFICIALS

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday told the Enforcement
Directorate not to “unnecessarily
harass” district collectors in Tamil
Nadu, who were made to sit from
11am till 8.30 pm after being sum-
moned in connection with the ille-
gal sand mining probe in the state.
After the court had last month
deprecated collectors of five dis-
tricts who refused to cooperate
with the ED probe and directed
them to appear before the ED on
April 25, the state said that the offi-
cers, who are saddled with several
responsibilities in the district,
were made to sit in the ED office
from morning till late evening.
“You cannot do this,” remarked a
bench of justices Bela M Trivedi
and Pankaj Mithal. ED counsel
Zoheb Hossain said, “I will have to
find out as Iam not aware of this.”
Hossain added that the officers
were not supplying the files neces-
sary for investigation. The bench
told ED counsel, “Do not harass
them unnecessarily. You cannot
detain them without reason.”
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal
appearing for TN, said, “Whatever
we had, we have given them. It is
for them to say which document
they are alleging has not been sub-
mitted.” The bench posted the
matter in July directing ED to spe-
cifically state which files were not
shared by the officers. HTC

{ 2022 CASE }

SC grants anticipatory
bail to Mukhtar’s son

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday granted anticipatory
bail to Umar Ansari, son of late
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari in a case in
which he is accused of being part
of a conspiracy to promote
enmity and obstruct public ser-
vants during the 2022 assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh.

The court had issued notice
on Ansari’s plea in January this
year and had protected him from
arrest in the case lodged in
March 2022. “Having regard to
the circumstances, more partic-
ularly, the offending statements
not being attributable to the peti-
tioner but his brother...we direct
that in case the petitioner is
arrested, he shall be released on
furnishing a bail bond of the
sum of 20,000,” a bench of jus-
tices Hrishikesh Roy and PK
Mishra said on Monday, direct-
ing Ansari to participate in trial.

The case pertains to a speech,
given during the elections in
2022 by his brother Abbas

Umar Ansari

Ansari, that led to registration of
FIR over alleged violation of the
model code of conduct and
under relevant sections of IPC.
Uttar Pradesh’s additional
advocate general Garima Prasad
told the court that Umar Ansari
was present on the stage when
the alleged utterances were
made. But senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Ansari, said
that it was a case in which the
other accused were already out
on bail.The order has come ata
time when Umar Ansari’s uncle,
Afzal Ansari, MP from Ghazipur,
is contesting the Lok Sabha polls
from the same seat on Samaj-
wadi Party ticket. Don-turned
politician Mukhtar Ansari had
died of cardiac arrest on March
28 at a hospital in Banda while in
custody of the UP police.

HC acquits ex-BJP MP, 6 others
in Guj RTT activist murder case

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat high
court on Monday acquitted
former Bharatiya Janata Party
MP Dinu Solanki and six others
in connection with the July
2010 murder case of RTI activ-
ist Amit Jethwa.

Observing that the trial court
conducted proceedings with a
“predetermined notion of con-
viction,” a division bench of
justices AS Supehia and Vimal
K Vyas quashed the Central
Bureau Investigation court’s
order sentencing Solanki and
six others to life imprisonment.

Jethwa was shot dead out-
side the high court premises on
July 20, 2010 after he tried to
expose illegal mining activities
allegedly involving Dinu
Solanki by seeking information
under the Right to Information
(RTI) Act.

Solanki and six others were
sentenced to life imprisonment
by the CBI court in 2019 and
ordered to pay a fine of 15 lakh
in the case of murder and crim-
inal conspiracy.

RTI activist Amit Jethwa

The high court had later sus-
pended the life sentences of
Dinu Solanki and his nephew
Shiva Solanki, who was also
convicted in the case.

“We reiterate that the entire
investigation right from the
inception of the offence
appears to be perfunctory and
prejudiced. The prosecution
has failed to secure the confi-
dence of the witnesses,” the HC
bench said in its order.

The trial court on a “precon-
ceived notion of conviction has
analysed the evidence divorced
from statutes and legal prece-
dence,” it said.The HC said the
trial court was duty-bound to
apply the law as written, “not
as per its instinct”.“Resultantly

the common judgment on
order of conviction dated July
11, 2019 passed by the special
judge, CBI court...whereby the
accused have been convicted
for the offence under Sections
302 (murder) and 120 (B) (crim-
inal conspiracy) and 201 (caus-
ing disappearance of evidence)
of Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
are sentenced is quashed and
set aside,” the high court order
said.

The high court observed
that the survival of democracy
and the unity and integrity of
the nation depends upon the
realisation that “constitutional
morality is no less essential
than constitutional legality.”

After Jethwa’s murder, the
first information report was
lodged against two unidentified
assailants and the investigation
was transferred to the state
police’s Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), which later
filed a charge sheet.

In September 2012, the high
court handed over the investi-
gation to the CBI.

with PTI inputs

29 schools

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: At least 29
schools in Gujarat have received
bomb threats via emails on Mon-
day, police said, adding that the
threats were a “hoax” and “noth-
ing was found”.

Joint commissioner of police
(crime branch) Sharad Singhal
confirmed the development. “At
least 29 schools, 12 in Ahmeda-
bad city and 17 in rural areas,
received email threats on Mon-
day morning,” said Singhal.

“The threats were a hoax, and
nothing was found during

receive bomb threat in Guij: Police

12 SCHOOLS IN
AHMEDABAD CITY
AND 17 IN RURAL
AREAS, RECEIVED
EMAIL THREATS ON
MONDAY, SAY COPS

searches at the premises,” he
added.Notably, 11 of the 12 city
schools that got threats are poll-
ing centres for Tuesday’s Lok
Sabha elections, said a police
official familiar with the matter.

The development comes a few
days after more than 200 schools
in Delhi-NCR received threat

e-mails on May 1, which also
turned out to be hoax later.
Deputy commissioner of
police (cyber crime) Ahmeda-
bad, Lavina Sinha said that the
preliminary investigations sug-
gest the emails likely originated
from Russia, mirroring the pat-
tern observed in the Delhi cases.
“We are treating these threats
with the utmost seriousness,”
said DCP Sinha. “Cybercrime
experts are working closely with
the affected schools to analyse
the emails and trace their ori-
gins. At this stage, we believe the
emails are part of the same cam-
paign targeting educational

institutions in Delhi”, Sinha said.

The schools that received the
threat messages include Asia
School in Gurukul, Anand
Niketan in Thaltej, Delhi Public
School (DPS) Bopal, HBK School
in Memnagar, Zebar School in
Thaltej, Cosmos Castle Interna-
tional School on SG Road, and
two Kendriya Vidyalayas in
Chandkheda and Shahibaug
Cantonment.

The schools have imple-
mented stringent security proto-
cols, with some opting for tem-
porary closures until further
information is received from the
authorities.

MBBS STUDENT
APPEARS AS PROXY
FORKIN, BOTH HELD

JAIPUR: Rajasthan Police have
arrested a NEET aspirant and his
elder brother who took the medi-
cal entrance exam in his place,
officials said on Monday.
According to police, first-year
MBBS student Bhagirath Ram
Vishnoi appeared for the entrance
exam at a government college in
place of his brother Gopala Ram in
Barmer on Sunday. The brothers
were arrested from the examina-
tion centre the same day, Barmer
SP Narendra Singh Meena said,
adding that Vishnoi is a first-year
MBBS studentin Jodhpur.  PTI

{ REVANNA'S BAIL PLEA TO BE HEARD TODAY }

SIT reaches out to more
survivors in Prajwal case

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: The special inves-
tigation team (SIT) probing the
alleged sexual harassment of
women by Hassan MP and now-
suspended Janata Dal (Secular)
leader Prajwal Revanna is mak-
ing efforts to reach out to survi-
vors — some of whom have
been identified from widely cir-
culated videos of the crimes —
to come forward and file a com-
plaint, a senior officer said on
Monday.

“As expected, the women
(survivors) are scared and wor-
ried about coming forward to
give a statement. We are in con-
stant touch with (them) and tak-
ing confidence-building meas-
ures so that they come forward
to lodge a complaint,” a senior
officer privy to the ongoing
probe said, requesting anonym-
ity. As part of its confidence-
building measures, the SIT also
warned people at large not to
share the videos showing
women being sexually assaulted
and molested allegedly by
Revanna on social media or per-
sonal messenger applications.

Noting that sharing such vid-
eos would damage the reputa-
tion and honour of survivors,
SIT chief and additional
director general of police
(ADGP) BK Singh on Monday
said: “It is easy to trace people
sharing these videos on messen-
ger services, so action will be
taken against such individuals.”

The state government is
expected to soon issue an order

Prajwal Revanna

directing the Karnataka Police
to provide security to all survi-
vors willing to lodge a com-
plaint, officers said.

Prajwal Revanna is the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) candidate from the Has-
san Lok Sabha seat, which went
to polls on April 26 in the sec-
ond phase of the ongoing gen-
eral elections.

Explicit video clips allegedly
involving the 33-year-old Praj-
wal, grandson of JD(S) patri-
arch and former prime minister
HD Deve Gowda, had started
making the rounds in pen drives
in Hassan ahead of the polls, fol-
lowing which the Congress-led
state government constituted
the SIT to probe the sexual
abuse allegations against the
MP.

Preliminary investigations
suggested that most of the at
least 2,976 explicit videos alleg-
edly involving the Hassan MP
were shot from a mobile phone
at Revanna’s residence in Ben-
galuru and Hassan after 2019,
officers have said.

While rape and molestation

cases have been registered
against Prajwal, his father and
JD(S) MLA from Holenarasipur
HD Revanna has been arrested
and remanded to police custody
for kidnapping a woman alleg-
edly sexually assaulted by the
33-year-old lawmaker.

The SIT has also enlisted the
services of at least 10 profes-
sional women counsellors for
reaching out to survivors and
offering assistance.

“It’s crucial to counsel the
families since many are not
aware of these videos and
because of this, women are not
coming forward. We have
brought in counsellors to
engage with both the victims
and their families to persuade
them to give statements,” stated
another officer, also declining to
be named.

Meanwhile, a Bengaluru
court on Monday posted the
hearing in a bail petition moved
by HD Revanna to Tuesday.
Advocate Pawan Sagar,
Revanna’s counsel, moved the
plea before special MP-MLA
court judge Santosh Gajanana
Bhatt, who reviewed the plea
and posted the matter on Tues-
day.

The Holenarasipur legisla-
tor, who was arrested by the SIT
on Saturday, was produced
before a Bengaluru court, which
remanded him to police custody
till May 8.

The arrest came after the SIT
rescued an abducted woman,
also a survivor of sexual assault
by Prajwal, from the farmhouse
of Revanna’s aide in Mysuru.

NTA says NEE

1 paper

leak allegations are
‘completely baseless

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Allegations of ques-
tion paper leak in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(Undergraduate) or NEET-UG
are “completely baseless” and
“without any ground”, the
National Testing Agency (NTA),
which conducts the medical
entrance examination, clarified
on Monday.

NEET-UG was conducted
across the country on Sunday
with a total of 2.4 million stu-
dents registering for it.

Stressing that every question
paper has been “accounted for”,
the NTA in a statement on Mon-
day said that purported images
of the question paper circulating
on social media have no relation
with the actual paper.

“It has been ascertained from
NTA’s security protocols and
Standard Operating Procedures
that the social media posts point-
ing towards any paper leak are
completely baseless and without
any ground. To put rumours to
rest, it is also stated that every
single question paper has been
accounted for,” Sadhana Para-
shar, senior director, NTA, said
in the statement.

Parashar said that no external
person or agency can access the
centres once the examination
starts. After the gates of the
examination centres are closed,
no one from outside is permitted
access inside the halls, which are

NEET-UG was conducted
across the country on Sunday.

under CCTV surveillance, she
added.“All other photographs of
question papers circulating in
social media have no relation to
the actual examination question
paper which has been adminis-
tered,” Parashar said.

Ever since the exam was con-
ducted on Sunday across 4,750
centres in 571 cities, social media
was abuzz with rumours of
paper leak.Rejecting the
rumours, the NTA on Sunday
claimed that the distribution of
wrong question papers at an
exam centre in Rajasthan led to
some candidates walking out
with the papers. The agency had
denied any leak of the question
paper. The NTA, however,
accepted there have been cases
of malpractice or impersonation
where strict action has been
taken against the involved candi-
dates. “NTA also conducts post-
exam data analysis to detect
cases of Unfair Means (UFM),
action on which is taken as per
extant rules, which includes can-
cellation of candidature and
debarment from future exami-
nations,” the NTA said.

ENGINEERING
STUDENT DIES BY
SUICIDE IN KERALA

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOCHI: A 19-year-old engineer-
ing student has died allegedly
by suicide in the National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT) Calicut
campus, in Kozhikode district of
Kerala, police said.

The student, a resident of
Mumbai, was enrolled in
mechanical engineering course,
an officer added.

“The student’s body was
found outside the hostel build-
ing in the NIT campus around 6
am on Monday. He was rushed
to the hospital, but doctors
declared him dead. No suicide
note has been recovered from
the spot as of now,” an officer at
the Kunnamangalam police sta-
tion said, requesting anonymity.

According to police, the rea-
son behind the student taking
the extreme step is yet to be
ascertained. However, it was
learnt that he had informed his
family about his intentions
prior to his death on a phone
call, said the police.

“The initial proceedings in
the case have been completed
and an autopsy will be done
before handing the body to the
family members. A case of
unnatural death has been regis-
tered in connection with the
statement,” said the officer
quoted earlier.There was no
statement from the student’s
parents or the college authori-
ties till the filing of the report.
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{ OVER APPOINTMENT OF DM'S WIFE }

‘Atrocious and insulting for all
women’: SC pulls up UP govt

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimers.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday gave the Uttar Pra-
desh government a rap on the
knuckles for approving a pecu-
liar regulation mandating that
the wife of the district magistrate
(DM) of Bulandshahr should
serve as president of registered
societies in the district, calling
the norm “atrocious” and
“humiliating for all women in
the state”.

Abench of justices Surya Kant
and KV Viswanathan slammed
the odd requirement.“Be it the
Red Cross Society or a child wel-
fare society, everywhere wife of
officiating DM is the president.
Why does this have to be done?
It appears to us that the state is
trying to monopolise every-
thing,” the bench said.It ques-
tioned the state over the ration-
ale behind making a person head

a society not on leadership skills
or community spirit, but rather
by marital association. “What
happens when the DM is a
woman? The regulation seems
to assume that a DM will always
be man and the state approves of
it,” the court wondered.

Where the DM does not have
a wife, the court pointed out, the
regulation gave the officer the
authority to make any other
woman the president. “We will
write something harsh about it.
It's absolutely atrocious. How
can you have something like
this? And how can the state
approve of it?” it asked.

Counsel for Uttar Pradesh
said the endeavour of the state
was to protect nazul lands (gov-
ernment land) given on lease to
societies from getting grabbed
for private interests. But the
argument failed to cut the ice
with the court.The court put the
state’s women and child devel-

opment on notice, directing to
submit an affidavit within two
weeks to “justify propriety and
legality of the impugned regula-
tion”. Additional district magis-
trate (finance and revenue) of
Bulandshahar Vivek Kumar
Mishra said the arrangement of
appointing district magistrate’s
wife as officiate presidents in
societies exists since 1950. He
said that its objective was to pro-
tect nazul land alloted to socie-
ties for work by the governor.

Women and Child Develop-
ment department deputy
director Punit Mishra said the
department had no regulation
constituting such samitis any-
where in the state. He said, “The
samiti might have been formed
locally in Bulandshahr”. He said
the department “was also not
aware of the SC order”. The
bench was hearing a dispute
relating to Bulandshahr’s Zila
Mahila Samiti.

65-yr-old

dies, U'khand forest fire toll touches 5

Amit Bathla and
Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN/DELHI: A 65-year-
old woman succumbed to burn
injuries in Rishikesh on Sunday,
becoming the fifth victim of the
forest fires that have ravaged at
least 1196 ha of land in Uttara-
khand since November last year.
While the wildfire season this
year has been the deadliest in the
state since 2021 when eight peo-
ple died in the wildfire season, it
is yet to reach the 2021 level for
the area affected. In 2021, 3,943
ha of forest land was affected,
which was the highest since
2017. In 2016, the state lost over
4400 ha to forest fires. The worst
impact was seen in 2003 when
4983 ha of land was affected.
The deceased woman was
identified as Savitri Devi of
Thapli village in Pauri tehsil of
Pauri Garhwal district, who died
on Sunday. Devi was the first vic-
tim of the fires in Garhwal
region this year. The four other
deaths were reported from
Kumaon.She sustained injuries

The four other deaths were reported from Kumaon. HT

while trying to douse the fire
that was nearing her farm,
Deepesh Kala, Pauri Garhwal
district disaster management
officer, said.

“On May 4, at around 1.30pm,
Savitri Devi was trying to douse
the forest fire that reached near
her farm. She was trapped in the
fire as she slipped. She suffered
extensive burn injuries. She was
first taken to Pauri district hospi-
tal through an ambulance. The
woman was eventually referred
to AIIMS Rishikesh. In the early
hours of Sunday, we received a

call from the hospital that she
died during the treatment,” Kala
said. Experts have attributed the
spike in forest fires to rising tem-
peratures, and an exceptionally
dry winter and spring. For the
rest, forest officials blamed
burning of agricultural waste
and anti-social elements.

On Monday, of the 157 large
fires recorded in the country, 125
were in the hill state, data from
the Forest Survey of India (FSI)
showed. In the last one week,
Uttarakhand recorded the high-
est number of forest fires, fol-

lowed by Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Jhark-
hand. According to the daily bul-
letin issued by the Uttarakhand
forest department at 4 pm, 20
fire incidents were reported in
the last 24 hours, affecting 52.07
ha of the forest land.

“Most of the forest fires in the
state are man-made. We have
been taking strict action against
miscreants who have been set-
ting fire to the forests,” said
Nishant Verma, additional prin-
cipal chief conservator of forests.

“Since the beginning of the
year, we have registered 383
cases in various districts. In
these cases, 315 people are uni-
dentified and 60 are named. Our
efforts to identify those
unnamed in these cases are
underway,” Verma said.

Since November last year, 930
incidents of forest fires have
been reported in the state in
which over 1,196 hectares of for-
est land have been damaged.

Meanwhile, the state can
expect some respite from Tues-
day onwards, when the India
Meteorological Department has

forecast rains. Bikram Singh,
director of the Meteorological
Centre in Dehradun, said there is
a possibility of rain in Uttara-
khand between Tuesday and
Wednesday, and rain activity is
likely to intensify from May 11
onwards. “The downpour is fore-
cast to start in Kumaon from
May 7 and in Garhwal from May
8. This may help in extinguish-
ing the forest fires,” he said. But,
gusty wind at the rate of 30-40
kmph at some places may con-
tribute to spreading the fires to
new areas if rain is not heavy,
the IMD said.The forest depart-
ment on Monday appointed 10
nodal officers for 13 districts
with regard to forest fires.“We
can say that entire Ganga basin
is impacted. Conditions were
very dry due to lack of rainfall in
winter. There was no oversight
and now the fire has spread to
large areas including upper
reaches,” said environmentalist
Hemant Dhyani.Meanwhile, in
Pauri Garhwal district, a Mi-17
chopper of the Indian Air Force
was pressed into the service to
douse the forest fires.
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{ PROMOTIONS IN ARMY }

SCrejects women officers’
plea over ‘discrimination’

Abraham Thomas

letters@hindutantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday dismissed a contempt
petition against the army over
charges made by women officers
that they were discriminated
against in promotions to colonels,
holding that the process to deny
them could not be faulted.

“We are satisfied that there is no
breach of our order,” a bench
headed by chief justice of India
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud said.
It dismissed the contempt petition
filed by 30 women army officers,
who claimed that the special selec-
tion board that considered their
promotion in January violated the
top court’s order of November 3,
2023. The order required them to
be considered independent of the
women officers already empan-
eled for promotion in January last
year. “There is no wilful breach of
our order. It is not a case of con-
tempt. Their (army’s) case is that
the empaneled officers were con-
sidered for benchmarking to
assess inter-se merit. Our order
was not silent on benchmarking.
Inter-se merit has to be considered

A A | T b
The SC allowed the women

officers to approach the armed
forces tribunal in this matter.

while empaneling officers,” said
the bench, also comprising justices
JB Pardiwala and Manoj Misra.
“Without benchmarking, how can
you empanel officers?” The court
allowed the officers to approach
the armed forces tribunal.

Senior advocate Huzefa
Ahmadi, appearing for the offi-
cers, told the SC that due to the
process followed by the army, out
of the 150 vacancies earmarked for
women, only 128 officers have
been empaneled, while 22 vacan-
cies remain. “The idea is to accom-
modate less women in the army,”
Ahmadi said.

Attorney general R Venkatara-
mani appearing for the Centre and
senior advocate R Balasubrama-
nian appearing for the army
informed the court that the peti-

tioners belonged to the batches up
t0 2006. The remaining 22 vacan-
cies have been set apart for
women officers from 2006 to 2009
batches. “We cannot earmark
these vacancies for you,” the bench
told Ahmadi, pointing out that
nothing will then remain for the
subsequent batches. “These
remaining 22 posts are only for
women officers. While passing the
November order, we were only
worried that when we give you
another bite at the cherry, those
who already got empaneled
should not be disturbed,” it said.

“There is no exercise discrimi-
nating male and female officers,”
Venkataramani said. “That per-
ception is wrong.” The court also
heard Colonel Sarika Pendalwar,
the army’s legal officer assisting
the court, who said the cadre
strength of the army is fixed and
additional vacancies beyond 150
posts cannot be created.

The officers narrated how at
every stage they were forced to
fight for parity with male officers,
despite getting an order from the
top court in their favour in Febru-
ary 2020 for grant of permanent
commission across non-combat

streams, and later in March 2021,
an order that scrapped the assess-
ment policy adopted by the army’s
selection board because it was dis-
criminatory and arbitrary. “The
respondents (Centre and Army)
have conducted Special No. 3
Selection Board in highly clandes-
tine and unfair manner and failed
to implement the order dated
November 3, 2023 and they have
even willfully disobeyed the
expressed direction of this court,”
the plea said. “The Army was
bound to allocate the batch-wise
and year-wise vacancies and mini-
mum one vacancy ought to have
been given batch-wise, year
wise...Considering already empan-
eled officers with non-empaneled
officers was violation of principle
of equality enshrined under Arti-
cle 14 &16(1) of the Constitution.”
The November 3 order
directed that a “fresh exercise of
reconvening Special No 3 SB
shall be conducted no later than
within a fortnight from the date
of this order for all women offi-
cers who were considered by the
earlier Special No 3 SSB (except
for those officers who have
already been empaneled).”

Ex-CM Soren moves top

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hjinmdustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Former Jharkhand
chief minister Hemant Soren has
taken his legal battle to the
Supreme Court after the Jhark-
hand high court dismissed the
challenge to his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in
connection with an alleged land
scam case. Soren’s move comes
amid the approaching elections in
the state, scheduled to commence
in the fourth phase on May 13.

Senior counsel Kapil Sibal, rep-
resenting Soren, mentioned the
matter before a bench led by Chief
Justice of India (CJT) Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud, requesting an expe-
dited consideration of Soren’s
appeal against the high court’s rul-
ing last week.

Sibal emphasised the urgency of
the matter in light of the imminent
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Former Jharkhand chief minister Hemant Soren meets his father

and Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) supremo Shibhu Soren
during the last rites of his uncle Raja Ram Soren, on Monday. ANI

election polling in Jharkhand, urg-
ing the bench, also comprising jus-
tices JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra, to prioritise the case.
“Hemant Soren was arrested on

January 31. We moved the high
court on February 4. The high
court reserved the judgment on
February 28 but did not deliver the
judgment. The phase of elections

court against ED arrest

starts in the state on 13th of this
month. So we moved this court
under Article 32, and this court
issued notice last week.

After the notice was issued, the
high court delivered the judgment
on May 3 rejecting his plea...Very
unfortunate that rights are being
trampled in this fashion,” Sibal
complained.

The senior counsel further
informed the bench that another
matter, regarding interim bail for
Soren, is scheduled to come up
before a bench led by justice Sanjiv
Khanna on May 7.

The CJT asked Sibal to circulate
an email regarding the scheduling
of hearings for both pending peti-
tions, saying he would look into the
request.

There was no immediate reac-
tions from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM).

HC ORDERS RELEASE
OF NEWSCLICK'S HR
DEPT HEAD WHO

TURNED APPROVER

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high
court on Monday ordered the
release of NewsClick human
resources (HR) department
head Amit Chakraborty, eight
months after he was arrested by
the Delhi police in a case regis-
tered under stringent provisions
of Unlawful Activities Preven-
tion Act (UAPA) on charges of
receiving foreign funds for pro-
China propaganda.

Chakraborty’s release was
granted after considering the
fact that he had recently
become an approver in the case.
The bench of justice Swarna
Kanta Sharma passed the order.

In its 18-page verdict, the
court took note of Chakraborty’s
medical condition and observed
that the same not only war-
ranted special consideration but
also called for a humane and
understanding approach to his
situation.

“The petitioner’s medical
condition warrants special
consideration and calls for a
humane and understanding
approach to his situation. In
cases where an individual’s
physical disability significantly
affects his well-being and daily
functioning, the court must
acknowledge its responsibility
to intervene judiciously and
consider the possibility of
relief or release from custody
if the same is permissible
under law,” justice Sharma
noted.

The court directed Chakra-
borty to furnish a personal bond
of 25,000 with one surety and
further restrained him from
leaving the country without city
court’s permission.

Chakraborty had approached
the Delhi high court seeking
release from custody asserting
that the city court in January
had allowed him to turn an
approver in the case and had
granted him pardon.

Prabir Purkayastha, founder
and editor-in-chief of News-
Click, along with Chakraborty,
were arrested in the case on
October 3, 2023.

Both were arrested under
stringent provisions of the
UAPA under sections 13, 16, 17,
18 and 22 of the UAPA, along
with Indian Penal Code (IPC)
sections 153A and 120B.

Govt defends omission of rule
restricting Ayurveda drug ads

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment on Monday defended in the
Supreme Court its August 2023
missive to states and Union territo-
ries asking authorities not to initi-
ate action against any entity for
violating Rule 170 of the Drugs &
Cosmetics Rules, which dealt with
controlling inappropriate adver-
tisements of Ayurvedic, Siddha or
Unani drugs.

Submitting its affidavit in con-
nection with a contempt case
against yoga guru and entrepre-
neur Ramdev and Patanjali’s man-
aging director Balkrishna over
misleading advertisements, the
Centre maintained that the August
2023 letter was sent to states and
UTs to avert confusion and unnec-
essary litigation.

“Itis respectfully submitted that
as the process of final gazette noti-
fication will take further time, in
order to avoid confusion among
the various State/UT SLAs (state
licensing authorities) and to pre-
vent avoidable litigations, Ministry
of Ayush vide letter dated
29.08.2023 directed all state/UTs
licensing authorities not to take
any action under Rule 170 of the
Drugs & Cosmetics Rules, 1945 as
the final notification is under proc-
ess,” the affidavit said.

Citing a plethora of petitions
against the impugned provision in
the high courts of Delhi, Bombay
and Kerala, the Centre said that it
stands by the decision to do away

The matter pertainsto a
contempt case against Ramdev
and Patanjali over misleading
advertisements.

with Rule 170 and that actions for
misleading advertisements could
be rather considered under the
Drugs & Magic Remedies Act.

Abench of justices Hima Kohli
and Ahsanuddin Amanullah will
on Tuesday take up the issues
regarding regulatory framework
to prevent misleading advertise-
ments and unethical medical prac-
tices.

In a series of previous hearings
on a petition moved by the Indian
Medical Association (IMA) com-
plaining against Ramdev’s conten-
tious comments about modern
medicine and allegedly misleading
advertisements about Patanjali
products, the top court had initi-
ated contempt proceedings
against the yoga guru and Balk-
rishna, berating Patanjali for
spreading misinformation that
could undermine public trust in
the health care system.

On April 30, the court directed
Ramdev and Balkrishna to submit
copies of newspaper pages that
show the actual size of their pub-
lished apologies for misleading

previous advertisements and a
press conference that went against
the court’s order, seeking to verify
the sincerity and visibility of the
unqualified apology issued by the
two in the contempt case.

A day before the hearing in the
court, Balkrishna also moved an
application, seeking initiation of
contempt proceedings against RV
Asokan, IMA president, about an
interview given to news agency
PTI in the wake of the April 23
order of the top court broadening
its judicial scrutiny into deceptive
advertisements to include “alleged
unethical practices” among doc-
tors practising modern medicine.

In the interview, Asokan criti-
cised the SC for its approach
towards practitioners of modern
medicine, asserting that scrutiny
does not “behove the SC to take a
broadside against the medical pro-
fession of the country,” especially
considering the sacrifices made
during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Balkrishna contended that Aso-
kan’s statements are scandalous in
nature and a clear attempt to inter-
fere with the course of justice,
requiring the court to take a judi-
cial note of the episode.

During a previous hearing on
April 23, the court had asked addi-
tional solicitor general KM Nata-
raj, appearing for the Centre, to
submit an explanation regarding a
recommendation made by the
Ayurvedic Siddha and Unani
Drugs Technical Advisory Board
(ASUBTARB) for the omission of
Rule170.

Centre urges SC to reject K'taka
plea for more drought relief fund

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre on Mon-
day urged the Supreme Court to
turn down the Karnataka govern-
ment’s plea seeking a direction for
the release of 17,901 crore for
drought relief, contending that the
release of financial aid to the state
has been in absolute consonance
with the disaster management law
and other pertinent regulations.
Appearing before a bench led
by justice Bhushan R Gavai, attor-
ney general R Venkataramani
referred to his note, which

implored the bench to stop enter-
taining state petition any further.

He informed the bench, which
also comprised justice Sandeep
Mehta, that the Centre has also
brought on record the inter-minis-
terial central team (IMCT) report
on financial assistance to the
southern state to show its adher-
ence to all the norms. While the
Karnataka government made a
demand of 217,901 crore for
drought relief, IMCT approved
%3819 crore. On April 26, the Cen-
tre released 33,454 crore to Karna-
taka under the National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF) for

drought relief. “The release of the
financial assistance has been
made by the Union of India in sub-
stantial consonance with the rec-
ommendations of sub-committee
of National Executive Committee
(SC-NEC), based on the items and
norms of assistance under NDRF
and the report of the IMCT,” stated
the AG’s note. The release of the
aide, the note said, is strictly in
accordance with the “Guidelines
on Constitution and Administra-
tion of the State Disaster Response
Fund & National Disaster
Response Fund” issued by the
ministry of home affairs.

PHASE 3

would be complete in 20 states
and Union territories. On April
19,102 seats went to polls in the
first phase and on April 26, 88
constituencies exercised their
franchise. In sharp focus will be
the turnout - the first phase vot-
ing percentage of 66.14% and the
second phase figure of 66.71% —
were both lower than the 2019
numbers of about 70% and
69.64%, respectively — and the
rising temperatures across vast
swathes of the heartland and
eastern India, which are gripped
by heatwaves.

“Weather conditions are pre-
dicted to be within normal ran-
ges. However, for convenience
for voters, meticulous arrange-
ments have been made at all
polling stations including facili-
ties like water, shamiyana, fans
to deal with hot weather condi-
tions,” ECI said in a statement.

Overall, across the 93 seats
going to the polls on Tuesday,
the 2019 outcome is not possible
to be calculated for the four seats
in Assam that underwent delim-
itation. Of the remaining 89, 70
seats were won by the BJP and
three by the Congress in 2019.
The JD(U) — which is part of the
NDA - won three seats; while
TMC and SP - which are part of
the INDIA alliance — won two
each. The Shiv Sena, the NCP,
and the LJP won four, three, and
one seat respectively. All three
parties have undergone a split
since 2019.

The third phase of the polling
saw fierce campaigning by both
sides. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led the charge for the BJP,
alleging that Pakistan wanted
the Congress to win and for its
prince - a reference to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi - to
become prime minister. He also
blamed the Congress of blocking
the development of scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes, say-
ing that the party wanted to give
SC/ST reservations to Muslims.

Addressing an election rally in
Jharkhand’s Palamu on Satur-
day, Modi had said, “These par-
ties now want to snatch away the
reservation of SC, ST and OBC.
When our Constitution was
being drafted, it was unani-
mously decided that reserva-
tions would never be granted in
India based on religion. But now
they want to rob the reservation
of tribals, backward classes, and
Dalits and give it to Muslims
based on religion.”

The Opposition has rebuffed
the charges and accused the BJP
of running a communal cam-
paign to divide the electorate. It
has focussed on the allegation
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that the BJP wanted to change
the Constitution if it won 400
seats and cast itself as the pro-
tector of the Constitution and
reservation.

“These elections are being
fought to save the Constitution
and reservations extended to the
poor and protect the rights on
land, jungle and employment.
But Modiji has made up his
mind to change and scrap it
(Constitution),” Rahul Gandhi
said on Monday.

Shah, whose Lok Sabha seat
of Gandhinagar will go the polls
on Tuesday, said that opposition
leaders did not go for the Ram
Temple consecration ceremony
in January as they wanted to
appease “infiltrators”. The BJP
has also targeted former Punjab
chief minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, who said that the recent
terror attack in Poonch was
orchestrated.

Four former chief ministers —
Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Dig-
vijaya Singh of Madhya Pradesh,
Narayan Rane of Maharashtra
and Basavaraj Bommai of Kar-
nataka - and at least six Union
ministers — Amit Shah, civil avia-
tion minister Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia, Mansukh Mandaviya, Pral-
had Joshi, among others - are
also in the fray. .

The Prime Minister will cast
his vote from Ahmedabad on
Tuesday as well.

“Iam fully confident the BJP’s
flag will fly high in all the seats
in Madhya Pradesh’s Gwalior
and Bhopal divisions (going to
polls in 3rd phase),” Scindia told
reporters in Gwalior.

Of the 26 seats in Gujarat, vot-
ing for 25 will take place as BJP
candidate Mukesh Dalal won
unopposed from Surat.

In Maharashtra, all eyes will
be on the high-profile contest in
Baramati, where two factions of
the Nationalist Congress Party
are in direct contest. The Ajit
Pawar faction has nominated
the deputy CM’s wife Sunetra
Pawar, who is taking on sitting
MP, Supriya Sule, who is also the
daughter of party patriarch
Sharad Pawar.

A prestige battle will also
ensue in Uttar Pradesh, where
the Yadav family bastion of
Mainpuri is among the 10 seats
in the fray. In this seat, once held
by five-time UP CM Mulayam
Singh Yadav, his daughter-in-law
and party chief Akhilesh Yadav’s
wife Dimple Yadav is aiming to
consolidate the party’s hold over
its pocket borough.

Voting will also take place for
remaining 14 Lok Sabha seats in
Karnataka, coming just days
after rape and mass sexual
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assault allegations surfaced
against Janata Dal (Secular) Has-
san MP Prajwal Revanna, also
the grandson of former prime
minister HD Deve Gowda.

His father, HD Revanna, was
remanded in police custody for
three days this weekend, and a
“blue notice” was issued against
Prajwal , who is outside India,
over abduction and sexual
assault charges.

The BJP has sought to corner
the Congress over the incident,
but Karnataka chief minister
Siddaramaiah, who set up a spe-
cial investigation team to probe
the case two weeks ago, has
blamed the BJP, asking why it
allowed its ally to nominate Praj-
wal.

Among other constituencies
voting are four in Assam, five in
Bihar, seven in Chhattisgarh,
eight in Madhya Pradesh, 11 in
Mabharashtra, 10 in Uttar Pra-
desh and four in West Bengal.

In Bengal, Congress’s Lok
Sabha floor leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury will hope to defend
his seat of Murshidabad for a
sixth timne.

Voting for the Anantnag-Ra-
jouri Lok Sabha seat in Jammu
and Kashmir was deferred to
May 25 during inclement
weather.

N MAHARASHTRA,
ALL EYES WILL

BE ON THE
HIGH-PROFILE
CONTEST IN
BARAMATI, WHERE
TWO FACTIONS OF
THE NATIONALIST
CONGRESS PARTY
ARE IN DIRECT
CONTEST

JHARKHAND SEARCH

pressed into service.

The cash, said officials, was
recovered from bags, cupboards
as well as a diwan in the draw-
ing room.

Officials also said that 3
crore was recovered separately
from the residence of builder
Munna Singh at the Tejashwini
apartment complex in Ranchi.
“The SAIL City residence of
road construction department
engineer Vikas Kumar was also
searched,” officials said.

ED officials said that the
searches took place in a case
that had seen Birendra Ram,
then chief engineer of the rural
development department
arrested on February 23, 2023,

accused of laundering money
and collecting commission from
contractors mandated with the
implementation of government
schemes.

“Following the arrest of Ram,
ED arrested three persons —
Neeraj Mittal, Tara Chand and
Ram Prakash Bhatia on June
25,” an ED official said.

In the aftermath of Ram’s
arrest, ED told a Ranchi court
that a portion of the commis-
sion allegedly collected by Ram
was distributed in a “mecha-
nised manner” to senior
bureaucrats and politicians in
Jharkhand.

“Ram played a pivotal role in
managing tenders and alloca-
tion of work to private entities
and the percentage of commis-
sion is distributed in a mecha-
nised manner to higher ups of
government, including highly
placed bureaucrats and politi-
cians. Further, during investiga-
tion, names of senior bureau-
crats and politicians have
emerged which is being investi-
gated by ED,” the agency said in
February 2023 in its remand
note, seen by HT.

The BJP attacked the JMM-
Congress alliance that leads the
state government and said that
such corruption allegations
were not new. State BJP spokes-
person Pratul Shahdeo said,
“Jharkhand has become synon-
ymous with corruption. How
the domestic help of an OSD,
who must barely earn 30,000 a
month, has received such a
huge amount of money must be
investigated. We believe it could
be black money meant to spend
during elections. The ED and
Election Commission should
look into the matter.”

Alam, however, said that he
did not want to comment before
the end of the ED investigation
but said that Lal has also served
as personal secretary to two
other BJP ministers in the past.
“Sanjiv Lal is a government
employee and is my personal
secretary. Lal has already been a
personal secretary of two
former ministers. We usually
appoint personal secretaries
based on experience and it is
not right to comment on the
raids before the ED investiga-
tion is completed,” Alam said.

Congress president Rajesh
Thakur questioned the timing of
the raids, conducted on the eve
of crucial elections. “One should
not hurriedly jump to conclu-
sions, and there should be no
media trial. We do not tolerate
corruption but the timing is an
issue. The truth will prevail,” he
said.
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WESTERN RAILWAY RATLAM DIVISION

W/623/5/1/NIT

E-TENDERING NOTICE

Date: 02.05.2024

GeM-tender Notice Number: - GEM/2024/B/4912566

E-Tender Notice

Following e-tender on prescribed tender forms are invited by the Senior

Date: 06.05.2024

The Divisional Railway Manager (WA) Ratlam for and on behalf of the President
of India invites "Open Tender" through e-tender on website www.ireps.gov.in
The details are as under:

counters {Face to Face Enquiry, Public Announcement system, Train/Coach
Guidance system feeding, May | help you (Enquiry/Sahyog)} at 18 stations i.e.
VGLJ, GWL, BNDA, MRA, DBA, DAA, BIX, OR, LAR. PHN, KURJ, CKTD,
MBA, ORC, HPP, TKMG, MCSC. GTM over Jhansi Division for 1095 days
(03 years) on manpower basis.
Estimated cost of work (for 03 years) Earnest Money

(%) 6,07,80,384/- () 4,54,000/-
Period of Contract: Three Years, Time & date for the opening of tender: At
12.00 hrs. on 27.05.24, Website & Notice where the full detail of tender can be
seen: E-tender forms shall be available on www.gem.gov.in up to 12.00 hrs till the
date of opening of the e-tender i.e. (27.05.24. The e-tender Notice can also be
viewed on Railway's web site www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. 812/24 (ADM

@CPRONCRi] North central railways [Z), @ cproncrly @northcentralrailwa www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and behalf of
Presidentof Indiainvites sealed "Open Tender" through on Line (E-Tendering) for
the following work.

E-Tender No. JHS-ENGG-HQ-2024-83

Description of work: Annual Sectional contract for repairs & maintenance work and
supply of material under ADEN/HQ-II/JHS for year 2024-25. (A) Zone no-2A-2 JHS
(Railway Station & Circulating area) (B) Zone no-2A-3, P-Way Training center.
Approx Cost: 14000000.00 Earnest Money: 220000.00

Date of closing Tender : 28.05.2024 at 15:00 hrs.

Date of completion/period from issue acceptance letter. : 12 Months

* Tender on line can be submitted up to 15:00 hrs on 28.05.2024 .

* For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website
www.ireps.gov.in 800/24(P)

(] North central railways @ www.ncrindianrailways.gov.in @ @northcentralrailway X @ CPRONCR

Ve NORTHERN RAILWAY
Azadig,
AmtMahotsay TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)
N.LT.No.: 04 (A,B,C,D)/24-25/WE
Name of work with its location: (A) Repair & Maintenance of Lawn/Ground and
Cricket Pitches at Karnail Singh Stadium in the S/o SSE/Hort/NDLS under
ADEN/Hort./NDLS. (B) Annual supply of Horticulture material in the S/o
SSE/Hort./HNZM & SSE/Hort./BH under ADEN/Hort./DLI. (C) Annual supply of
Horticulture material in the section of SSE/Hort./SPM & JE/Hort./SOJ under
ADEN/Hort./DLI. (D) Annual supply of Horticulture material in the S/o
SSE/Hort./NDLS & SSE/Hort./DKZ under ADEN/Hort./DLI.
Approx. cost of work: (A) Rs. 25,99,999.87, (B) Rs. 19,99,979.73,
(C)Rs. 19,99,946.13, (D) Rs. 19,99,990.07.
EMD Amount: (A) Rs. 52,000.00, (B) Rs. 40,000.00, (C) Rs. 40,000.00,
(D) Rs. 40,000.00.
Completion period of work: (A) 12 Months, (B) 12 Months, (C) 12 Months,
(D) 12 Months.
Date and Time for submission of tender and opening of tender: Closing date of
tenderon 28.05.2024 at 15:00 Hrs.
Website particular notice board location complete details of tender can be
seen and address of the office from where the tender form can be purchased
etc.: Above tender available on website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in
No.: 128-W/269/0ET/24-25/WE/NIT/04 (A,B,C,D) Dated: 03.05.2024
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Divisional Commercial Manager, Divisional Railway Manager's Office, North Sr. E-tender No. & Name of work Approx Value | Earnest Money
Central Railway, Jhansi on behalf of President of India. No. (in Rs.) (in Rs.)
Name of work and Station: Contract for manning round the clock 24 enquiry RTM-2024-25-1 10 75 202500.00

1 |Zone-1 “A” — Godhra (Excluding) to Meghnagar (Excluding) section:
Dahod-Godhra (Excluding).

RTM-2024-25-2 | 10499947.67 | 202500.00
2 | Zone-1 “C” — Dahod Local Station colonies (a), (b), (c) & (e) site, station
colony, Kalidam Km. 523/02-03 to 543/0
RTM-2024-25-3

| 10499402.87 |  202500.00

g Zone No. 2 “A” — Dahod Local “D” site colony m. 539/02-03 to 543/0

4 RTM-2024-25-4 \ 10499957.17 \ 202500.00
Zone No. 2 “B” — Dahod Local workshop maintenance.

5 RTM-2024-25-5 \ 15302274.86 \ 226600.00
Zone No. 3 — Meghnagar (Incl.) to Ratlam (Excl.)

6 RTM-2024-25-6 \ 7017816.72 \ 140400.00
Zone No. 21 — Dahod Proper Sanitary Zone
RTM-2024-25-7 \ 7339938.38 \ 146800.00

7 | Zone No. 6 — Ratlam (Excl.) to Nagda (Incl.) Km 651/05-06 to km 698 & Km
0/00 to 1.25 under Section Engineer (Works) Nagda

RTM-2024-25-8 \ 14663249.93 \ 223400.00

g | Zone No. 4A —Ratlam Colony (Excl. East side of BG line and excluding Road
no. 7-17 on new colony). The zone includes sanitary work and internal
plumbing works, under SSE/W-1/RTM.

RTM-2024-25-9 \ 12942562.03 \ 214800.00

9 Zone No 4B — Ratlam Service building and all officers bungalow excluding
east side of BG area. Ratlam- The zone includes sanitary and internal
plumbing works, under SSE/W-1/RTM.

RTM-2024-25-10 | 17665725.00 |  238400.00

10 |Zone No 4C — Ratlam -White wash & colour wash etc. work on service
building, staff quarters & Kurel dam under SSE/Works-1 and 2 (east) Ratlam.
RTM-2024-25-11 \ 10448812.17 \ 202300.00

1 Zone No 4D — Ratlam — Maintenance work of Railway hospital and quarters
of 7-17 road new colony. The zone includes sanitary and internal plumbing
work under SSE/W/2/Ratlam.

RTM-2024-25-12 \ 11132099.89 \ 205700.00

12 |Zone No 5 — Ratlam-East side of B. G. line i.e. loco, Jaora road, ghatla colony,
R.E. building, Kota Building, other service building, Diesel shed. The zone
includes sanitary and internal plumbing works under SSE/W/2/Ratlam.
RTM-2024-25-13 | 7223999.48 | 144500.00
13 Zone No 22 — All main water supply assets in Ratlam including Kurel,
Bhairongarh and main line of outside buildings, bores wells in entire Ratlam
are under SSE/W-2/Ratlam.

RTM-2024-25-14 | 13930086.82 | 219700.00
Zone No 7 — Ujjain Proper: Km 21/6 to 22/6 and FTD excluding to UJN.
RTM-2024-25-15 \ 13029843.54 \ 215200.00
15 < Zone No 14 — Ratlam (Excl.) to Dr. Ambedkar Nagar (Excl.) Km 374.58
to 514.20 and Rau-Tihi section K.M. 00.00 to 08.77 K.M.) (Excl. Indore,
Laxmibai Nagar station area, service building and colony.)

RTM-2024-25-16 \ 13787943.49 \ 219000.00
16 | Zone No 15 — Indore & Laxmibai Nagar station, service building and Railway
colony.

47 RTM-2024-25-17 | 911412712 | 182300.00
Zone No. 8A — Nagda (Excluding) to Ujjain (Excluding).
RTM-2024-25-18 ‘ 9843256.44 ‘ 196900.00

18 | Zone No. 8B — Ujjain (Excluding) to Indore (Excluding) & Maksi (Excluding)
to Dewas (Including).

19 | RTM-2024-25-19 | 9478690.59 |  189600.00
Zone No. 9A — Ujjain (Excluding) to Maksi (Including).

20 RTM-2024-25-20 \ 9914340.78 \ 198300.00
Zone No. 9B — Maksi (Excluding) to Akodiya (Including)

21 RTM-2024-25-21 \ 10450864.31 202300.00
Zone No. 10A — Akodiya (excluding) to Baktal (Including)

22 RTM-2024-25-22 \ 9721735.25 194500.00

Zone No. 10B — Baktal (Excluding) to Bakaniya Bhawari up to Km 226.15
RTM-2024-25-23 \ 14795671.19 \ 224000.00

23 |Zone No. 16 — A — Dr. Ambedkar nagar (Mhow) (Including) to Kalakund
(Including) i.e. Location From Km 514/06-07 to 529.00

RTM-2024-25-24 7777906.50 \ 155600.00

24 | Zone No. 16 — B — Kalakund (Excluding) to Khandwa (Excluding) i.e. Location
From Km 529.00 to 630.19

RTM-2024-25-25 | 21444576.03 | 257200.00

25 |Zone No. 12 — Chanderiya (including) to Nimach (excluding) i.e. Location
From Km. 175/07 to 238/07

RTM-2024-25-26 \ 21444789.52 \ 257200.00

26 |Zone No. 13 — Nimach (Including) to Ratlam (Excluding) i.e. Location from
Km 238/08 to 373/10

Approx Quantity: As per tender schedule, Completion in period: Up to 30/06/2025,
Similar type of Work: Any Civil Engineering Work, Date of uploading on website:
01/05/2024, Date of opening Tender: 24/05/2024.

Detailed tender notice, eligibility criteria and terms and conditions are available at
Website www.ireps.gov.in

ApexI5/1/30 Divisional Railway Manager (W/A), Ratlam (WR)
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Waiting for the
voters to turn up

Past the halfway mark, turnout and the
Constitution become the talking points

he general elections cross the halfway mark

today as another 93 constituencies go to the

polls — polling was completed in 190

constituencies in the first two phases. As per
the 2019 results, the contest in the first two phases
was near even, whereas the BJP swept the seats in
the third phase — along with its allies it won 75 of
the 93 third-phase seats in the last elections while
the INDIA bloc won just 11.

Political parties that have the skills to smell a win
or a loss will be better placed to gauge the mood of
the electorate by the end of polling Tuesday,
something that should make itself evident in their
outreach and messaging in the run-up to the fourth
phase polling, on May 13.

One of the talking points of the past two phases
was the dip in turnout, especially (according to
anecdotal evidence) among women in the heartland.
An analysis of polling data by this newspaper
confirmed there has been a marginal dip in polling
percentage-wise but concluded that no inference
could be drawn from it. Still, this number will be
closely watched, especially because, as an HT
analysis shows, the constituencies voting Tuesday
have always lagged in terms of turnout. Another
talking point was the delay in the Election
Commission of India (ECI) releasing the final polling
figures. Hopefully, ECI will be quicker this time; the
credibility of the institution is under scrutiny.

The BJP campaign led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has mentioned the considerable achievements
claimed by the government in its 10 years in power but
focused more on the Opposition. The Congress and
Opposition parties have claimed that the BJP could do
away with reservation for deprived classes, something
the party has denied. Expectedly, amidst all the
polarising rhetoric, there have also been substantive
conversations about the Constitution and where
various parties stand.

Their behaviour shows that the electorate is likely
both sensitive and respectful towards this founding
document of the Republic, which they understand as
the guarantor of their rights. All political parties have
been quick to recognise this and nuance their positions
to dispel any notions that they are disrespectful to
constitutional values. This points to a deepening of
democracy in the country, wherein the citizens also
recognise the centrality of the Constitution in the
democracy project.

That would be a welcome change — if only it had
not been accompanied by the polarising rhetoric.

Two Dalit narratives
in Kharge heartland

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge
represented a strand

of Dalit politics that

was less strident and
accommodative of other
caste interests. This time,
the contest is defined by
a more militant
Ambedkarite politics

mong the politicians

with the highest stakes

in the constituencies that

go to the polls today is

one who is not contest-

ing. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge has given the
ticket in his constituency, Gulbarga,
to his son-in-law and handed over the
reins of his campaign to his son, Kar-
nataka minister Priyank Kharge. The
transfer of his constituency to the
next generation at a time when the
Congress president is at the height of
his national recognition is likely to be
presented as a sign of a fear of failure,
but it is also a commentary on the
course Dalit politics has taken in
India.

Mainstream Dalit politics in India
has been deeply rooted in the differ-
ing perspectives of Ambedkar and
Gandhi. These differences are
remembered primarily in terms of
Ambedkar seeking separate elector-
ates while Gandhi wanted everybody
to be able to vote for Dalits in reserved
constituencies. Ambedkar argued
that a general electorate in a constitu-

ency reserved for Dalits would lead to
the more upper-caste-friendly Dalit
winning. Gandhi saw a general elect-
orate voting in a choice between Dalit
candidates as a means of forcing the
upper castes to recognise Dalit lead-
ers. Nearly a century after that debate
in 1932, the differences have moved to
one between the Ambedkarite focus
on Dalit identity and a more broad-
based effort at Dalit absorption.
Mallikarjun Kharge clearly saw
himself as a part of the second tradi-
tion. When, as a seven-year-old, he
witnessed his mother and
sister being burnt alive by
the Razakars of the Nizam,
he could have easily been
drawn into an identity-

based communal mindset. R

His decision to instead focus Na re n dar
on reducing differences Pani

between communities
extended to his Dalit iden-
tity as well. As he grew into
alabour lawyer and then a politician,
he focused on issues that went beyond
identity, sometimes objecting to being
referred to as a Dalit politician.

Playing down his identity resulted
in Kharge’s politics focusing primarily
on issues affecting the region he rep-
resented. Northeast Karnataka is the
most backward region in the state and
much of Kharge’s politics has been on
seeking specific benefits for this
region. He has sought projects to
develop the region and played an
important role in introducing Article
371-J into the Constitution of India.
The article provides special benefits
to northeast Karnataka.

Kharge’s inclusive politics paid him
rich political dividends. Between 1972
and 2014, he contested 11 assembly

and parliamentary elections and
never lost. But his repeated electoral
successes over a 42-year period
papered over two trends that were
making his style of politics more diffi-
cult to pursue.

The more significant of these
trends was the rise of identity politics.
This has been most visible in the
growth of Hindutva, but that was not
the only identity that was gaining
greater mileage. Caste identities also
began to gain greater importance in
the political scheme of things, and
Dalit identity was no excep-
tion.

The politics of Dalit iden-
tity has taken on diverse
forms. There is the growth of
Ambedkar as the symbol of
Dalit identity, which is pre-
sented with varying degrees
of assertion. Within this
larger picture, there has been
the growth of sub-Dalit iden-
tities as well. In Karnataka, there has
been considerable debate over the
share of the Left sect and the Right
sect of the Dalits. This issue domi-
nated the discourse around this round
of ticket distribution in several
reserved constituencies in the state.
Irrespective of the specific type of
Dalit identity that was being high-
lighted, identity politics eroded
Kharge’s Dalit-led inclusive politics.

It did not also help that Kharge’s
efforts to develop northeast Karna-
taka had less success than he may
have hoped for. Karnataka has been a
state where much of the growth is
concentrated in a single urban dis-
trict, Bengaluru. Government resour-
ces into backward districts did
improve growth in those districts, but

With Kharge’s Dalit-led inclusive politics beginning to fray around the
edges, it faces the same challenges in 2024 that it did five years earlier  ANI

the savings from that growth tend to
be invested in Bengaluru. As a result,
while the districts of northeast Karna-
taka did see some growth, it was
nowhere near as rapid as that of other
districts in the state, notably urban
Bengaluru. As the income gap
between northeast Karnataka and
Bengaluru widened, the region was
seen as remaining backwards despite
governmental efforts. Being the politi-
cian who represented the region for
over half a century, Kharge took
much of the political blame. In the
2019 parliamentary election, Kharge
was defeated for the first and only
time in his political career.

With Kharge’s Dalit-led inclusive
politics beginning to fray around the
edges, it faces the same challenges in
2024 that it did five years earlier. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has put
up the man who defeated Kharge in
2019 and he has been aggressively
presenting his Dalit identity. His cam-
paign has been built around an agita-
tion against the desecration of an
Ambedkar statue. Kharge has himself
begun to articulate the Ambedkarite
position more frequently than he did
in the past. But his entire politics is
centred around building consensus
and does not sit easily with aggressive
identity politics.

In stepping back from the fray,

Mallikarjun Kharge has handed over
the politics of his constituency to the
next generation of his family. His son,
Priyank Kharge, has used his position
as minister in the Karnataka govern-
ment to present a much more asser-
tive Dalit identity. He often leads the
charge against the BJP in the state
assembly as well as on social media.
He would want to marry the inclu-
siveness of his father’s politics with
the assertion of a Dalit identity that
has become an essential requirement
in Karnataka’s Dalit politics.

Whether the next generation of
Kharges can defend Mallikarjun
Kharge’s electoral legacy will leave its
mark on the national stature of the
Congress president, but what happens
in the Gulbarga parliamentary con-
stituency will also be a commentary
on whether the current emphasis on
Dalit identity will necessarily wipe out
other perspectives of Dalit politics.
The political fortunes of this and
other reserved constituencies will
provide the next round of evidence in
the never-ending interest in the some-
times conflicting perspectives of Gan-
dhi and Ambedkar.

Narendar Pani is JRD Tata Chair visiting
professor, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru.
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West needs to bear its
climate funding duty

he refusal of the developed nations to shoulder
Ttheir fair share of responsibility in the climate

crisis is baffling, given the window for action to
contain warming to 2 degrees Celsius by 2100 is closing
fast. At the Cartagena Ad Hoc Work Programme
(AHWP) talks —in the run up to the actual negotiations
at the Conference of Parties (CoP) — the United States
and other western countries have reportedly pushed to
make the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG)
contributions “voluntary” for those who “choose to
pay”. They have also advocated widening the pool of
contributors to include developing nations based on the
latter’s “economic realities” and “current emission
share”. With all indications of these positions becoming
entrenched before the next CoP at Baku, Azerbaijan,
hopes of a momentum getting built on the Paris (CoP 21)
climate financing targets are fading rapidly.

This development undermines faith in the West's
commitment to meaningful efforts to limit the warming
fallout. On climate financing specifically, the weakness
of its intent showed when the 2020 deadline for $100
billion in annual funding for adaptation and mitigation
measures in developing and least developed economies
was not met.

Now, the attempt to split the financing burden makes
amockery of the principle of common but
differentiated responsibility that underpins global
climate talks. Such evasion of historical responsibility
and the fact that the bulk of financing from the West so
far has reached the developing and least developed
nations in the form of debt, as opposed to grants, erodes
trustin the developed world, which, in turn, imperils
global climate action.

Developed nations must course correct immediately,
given that the climate crisis is a shared condition. If it
gets any worse, it does so for all.

SC verdict in DMRC case
raises a slew of questions

ndia’s attempt to project itself both as a
country where it is easy to do business
and as a hub of arbitration has received
a jolt with the recent judgment of the
Supreme Court (SC) in Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) v Delhi Airport Metro
Express Pvt. Ltd. (DAMEPL). The legal strug-
gle that began in 2012 was thought to have
been settled when the SC dismissed a review
petition in 2021. It has now been exhumed
through a curative judgment: An award
delivered in 2017 has been set aside in the
name of correcting the “miscarriage of jus-
tice” in the exercise of “curative jurisdiction”
of the SC. To say the least, the judgment has
sent disturbing signals down to national and
international commercial and legal circles.
In the case of Rupa Hurra v Ashok Kumar
(2002), the SC propounded the scope and
ambit of curative power. Article 142 of the
Constitution of India bestows cura-
tive jurisdiction upon the apex
court. It is a wide power. But the
greater the power, the more spar-
ingly it should be used. In fact, it
should be exercised only in the rar-

est of the rare cases: One, to prevent RS

Chauhan

an abuse of the process of the court;
and two, to cure “gross miscarriage
of justice”. In order to establish
these grounds, a party would have
to prove either a violation of principles of
natural justice, or bias of the judge, i.e. the
judge’s close connection with the subject-
matter, or with one of the parties to the law-
suit. These legal contours are well settled.
The DMRC v DAMEPL judgment has upset
the apple cart.

The commercial dispute between the
DMRC and DAMEPL underwent different
legal spheres — from the arbitral tribunal,
which pronounced its award in 2017, of
8,000 crore in favour of DAMEPL, to the
Single Bench of Delhi High Court (HC),
which upheld the award in 2018, to the Divi-
sion Bench of the HC, which set aside the
award in 2019. Thereafter, from the Division
Bench of the SC, which restored the award in
2021, to the dismissal of the review petition
and confirmation of the award also in 2021,

The judgment will continue to tax the
legal imagination for many years HTPHOTO

to a Full Bench of the SC, which has allowed
the curative petition filed by DMRC and set
aside the award recently. To say the least, the
judgment has opened a Pandora’s Box.

First, the concept of “finality of judgment”
has been jolted. If decisions can be flipped
like this, when does a legal dispute come to
rest? How long do litigants run to seek jus-
tice?

Second, the apex court has sieved through
the evidence in detail. Such an exercise of
judicial power has raised interesting legal
questions. Whether in the exercise of cura-
tive jurisdiction, the court can critically
examine the merits and demerits of the case
or not. Whether by re-appreciating the evi-
dence, the court has overstepped its curative
jurisdiction or not. Despite its hope of not
opening the floodgates to the curative peti-
tion, has the apex court let in a Trojan horse?

Third, the SC judgment may
encourage judicial interference in
arbitral cases. The more compli-
cated the arbitral process becomes,
the less it will be accepted. This judi-
cial overdrive has scared the arbitral
world. The judgment has destabil-
ised the entire arbitral structure.

Fourth, ease of doing business
demands a simple, speedy, effective,
and efficient dispute resolution sys-
tem. Investors instinctively dislike convo-
luted and flippant judicial processes. The
judgment may convince foreign companies
not to invest in India and persuade domestic
companies not to go for public-private part-
nerships. For, the judiciary appears to be
loaded on the side of the public sector under-
taking. Such a judgment will have disastrous
economic consequences.

Fifth, while the apex court has cloaked its
reasoning under an attractive argument —
not to reconsider the final judgment of dis-
missal of appeal and dismissal of review peti-
tion “would be oppressive to judicial con-
science and cause the perpetuation of irre-
mediable injustice” — there are several
questions that arise. Would such needless
interference not cause “perpetuation of irre-
mediable injustice” to the thousands of liti-
gants caught in the arbitral web? Wouldn’t
such a “landmark judgment” be oppressive to
judicial conscience? Such judgments justify
what the authors of Court on Trial: A Data-
Driven Account of the Supreme Court of India
have said: The SC gives people easy access to
the apex court, but not to justice.

Sixth, the SC has cast the die against the
arbitration process. Since Rome has spoken,
it will take years to wash away the stain. The
judgment will continue to tax the legal imagi-
nation for many years.

And seventh, while dealing with the cura-
tive petition filed in the case of the Bhopal
gas tragedy, the apex court dismissed it. Yet,
while dealing with a curative petition filed by
a State-owned company, the court ruled in
favour of it. The judgment lends credence to
the growing popular image of the SC not as a
court of law and justice but as an executive
court. Such misplaced views can weaken the
faith of the people in the judicial process.

RS Chauhan is former Chief Justice of
Telangana and Uttarakhand high courts.
The views expressed are personal

EMMANUEL MACRON
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The international situation means
that we need to have a European-

Chinese dialogue more than ever.
Europe is at a turning point, which
requires us to face and overcome
;J'l @ structural difficulties

For Indian students in the
West, a souring of dreams

n October 3 last year, the United

States (US) Supreme Court gave

Indian students a welcome reprieve

they had long sought. It forever rub-
ber-stamped the lawfulness of the Optional
Practical Training (OPT) programme, the cen-
tral magnet that draws international students
to American colleges and universities. OPT
allows international students to work for one
year after graduation with a virtually-no-
questions-asked Employment Authorization
Document. Most Indian students pursue
graduate degrees in science, technology, engi-
neering, and maths (STEM). The STEM OPT
extension expands the work benefit to three
years. OPT is a critical perch to seeking per-
manent employment, getting sponsored for a
Green Card (permanent residence),
and settling down. It fulfils a dream
that first develops when a student
completes the 12th-grade board
exams.

However, as Indian students who
will soon leave for American shores
await receiving their I-20s and the
coveted F-1 visa stamp from a US
consulate, things are not so sweet in
the land of milk and honey. Several
studies have shown that US companies, espe-
cially staffing firms, exploit OPT students to
force work for low wages under stressful,
enslaved conditions. The number of OPT
visas issued is unlimited, making it an
employer’s market. The government refuses
to regulate employment conditions and bring
the bad guys to justice.

H-1B math doesn’t work. To apply for a
Green Card (immigrant visa), Indian OPT stu-
dents have to convince employers to hire
them on dual-intent H-1B visas. The law
authorises 85,000 new H-1Bs to be granted
yearly, of which 20,000 are reserved for appli-
cants who earned a Master’s degree or higher
from a US educational institution. The com-
petition for H-1B visas is so intense that the
American government resorts to a lottery,
which, for this fiscal year, concluded on April
1. The lottery is held just once a year, so a
STEM OPT student technically has three
chances of winning it.

An Indian student is not restricted to only
the 20,000 reserved quota, however. The
65,000 general H-1B visa pool, which attracts
applications from every aspirant worldwide,
including professionals from Indian tech
majors, welcomes Indian student applica-
tions too. But the students are up against stiff

Rajkamal
Rao

competition and hefty corporate law budgets.
Students failing to win the H-1B are forced to
return to India.

The wait for a Green Card could exceed a
lifetime. Even if a student wins an H-1B visa, a
significant milestone in an Indian student’s
journey in the US, not everything is green on
the green card front. It is, again, a matter of
supply and demand.

US law grants 140,000 green cards annu-
ally for employment-based applicants but
stipulates that these be distributed across all
countries, with no country receiving more
than 7% of the allotment. So India gets 9,800
green cards a year, a pittance. With nearly
60,000 new Indian H-1Bs entering the line
annually, the backlog is so long that it cur-
rently takes about 80 years to get a
green card. During the wait, Indians
have to seek H-1B transfer approvals
when they switch jobs or get laid off.

That apart, a Goldman Sachs
report said last March that genera-
tive Artificial Intelligence (AI) could
impact 300 million jobs globally,
with 37% of US jobs in architecture
and engineering, the kind that
Indian students seek, at risk. Accord-
ing to Layoffs.fyi, a website that tracks tech
industry layoffs, 1,185 tech companies laid off
262,582 employees in 2023. The lower
demand for employment hurts Indian OPT
and H-1B employees even as more Indian stu-
dents flock to America.

The situation in Canada is similarly glum.
A YouTube short documentary called Bor-
rowed Dreams: The Canadian Experience,
highlighting housing, health care, education,
and employment issues, has garnered over
200K views. Indian students in the United
Kingdom continue to struggle with that coun-
try’s strict rules for post-graduate employ-
ment and its terrible economy.

Diaspora Indians contribute immensely to
India’s foreign exchange reserves, and Indian
students are the seed that breeds that proud
diaspora. India remains the source of the
globe’s human capital, and the Modi govern-
ment has aggressively promoted this fact as a
competitive advantage.

But when the western dream fails to mate-
rialise, Indian students should reconsider
whether they are better off at home in one of
the world’s fastest growing economies.

Rajkamal Rao is managing director, Rao Advisors
LLC. The views expressed are personal
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Hamas accepts truce proposal
ahead of Israel’s Rafah offensive

After the release

of the statement,
Palestinians erupted
in cheers in the
sprawling tent camps
around Rafah city

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

GAZA STRIP: Hamas announced
on Monday it has accepted an
Egyptian-Qatari proposal for a
ceasefire to halt the seven-
month-long war with Israel in
Gaza, hours after Israel ordered
about 100,000 Palestinians to
begin evacuating from the
southern city of Rafah, signalling
that a long-promised ground inva-
sion there could be imminent.

An official familiar with Isra-
eli thinking said Israeli officials
were examining the proposal,
but the plan approved by Hamas
was not the framework Israel
proposed.

The official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because
Israel is still formulating a for-
mal response, did not elaborate.

The language signalled thata
deal could still be a ways off.

In recent days, Egyptian and
Hamas officials have said the
ceasefire would take place in a
series of stages during which
Hamas would release hostages it
is holding in exchange for Israeli
troop pullbacks from Gaza.

Itis not clear whether the deal
will meet Hamas’ key demand of
bringing about an end to the war
and complete Israeli withdrawal.

Hamas said in a statement its
top leader, Ismail Haniyeh, had
delivered the news in a phone
call with Qatar’s prime minister
and Egypt’s intelligence minis-
ter. After the release of the state-
ment, Palestinians erupted in
cheers in the sprawling tent
camps around Rafah, hoping the
deal meant an Israeli attack had
been averted. Israel’s closest
allies, including the United
States, have repeatedly said that
Israel shouldn't attack Rafah.
The looming operation has

O

40 workers trapped
after building

collapses in S Africa
CAPE TOWN: A multi-
storey apartment buil-
ding under constru-
ction collapsed on
Monday in a coastal city
in South Africa,
injuring at least 22
workers and trapping
more than 40 others in
the rubble, authorities
said. The building
collapsed just after 2pm
(local time) in the city
of George, about 400
kilometre east of Cape
Town on South Africa’s
south coast. AP

Nepal's population
sees lowest growth

rate in 8 decades
KATHMANDU: Nepal's
population growth rate
stood at 0.92% per
annum in the past one
decade, the lowest in
the last eight decades,
according to the Nati-
onal Statistics Office
(NSO). “The population
growth was at the
lowest level compared
to the statistics of the
last eight decades,” said
Dhundi Raj Lami-
chhane, director at the
NSO. According to the
National Statistics
Office report, the total
population is around
29.2mn at present.  PTI

Bodies of murdered
Australian and US

surfers identified
TIJUANA, MEXICO:
Relatives on Sunday
identified the bodies of
two Australians and an
American shot dead in
a suspected robbery in
Mexico, authorities
said, marking a tragic
end to the search for
the missing surfers. The
news confirmed the
worst fears of the
families and friends of
Australian brothers
Callum and Jake
Robinson, and their
American friend Jack
Carter Rhoad, who we-
re on a surf trip to Mex-
ico’s Pacific coast.  AFP
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Smoke billowing following an Israeli bombardment east of Rafah in south Gaza Strip, amid the ongoing conflict between Israel and the
Palestinian Hamas movement, on Monday. People fled the eastern parts of Rafah after Israel’s evacuation order, on Monday. AFP

raised global alarm over the fate
of around 1.4 million Palestini-
ans sheltering there.

The United States said on
Monday it was reviewing a
response from Hamas to a cease-
fire proposal. “I can confirm that
Hamas has issued a response.
We are reviewing that response
now and discussing it with our
partners in the region,” State
Department spokesman Matt-
hew Miller told reporters.

Biden speaks to Israeli
PM on Rafah invasion

US President Joe Biden spoke on
Monday with Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and
reiterated US concerns about an
invasion of Rafah. Biden said
that a ceasefire with Hamas is
the best way to protect the lives

of Israeli hostages held in Gaza,
a National Security Council
spokesperson said on condition
of anonymity to discuss the call
before an official White House
statement was released.

Hamas and key mediator
Qatar said that invading Rafah
will derail efforts by interna-
tional mediators to broker a
ceasefire. Days earlier, Hamas
had been discussing a US-backed
proposal that reportedly raised
the possibility of an end to the
war and a pull-out of Israeli
troops in return for the release of
all hostages held by the group.
Israeli officials have rejected that
trade-off, vowing to continue
their campaign until Hamas is
destroyed.

Netanyahu said on Monday
that seizing Rafah, which Israel

says is the last significant Hamas
stronghold in Gaza, was vital to
ensuring the militants can’t
rebuild their military capabili-
ties and repeat the October 7
attack on Israel that triggered
the war.

Lt Col Nadav Shoshani, an
army spokesman, said about
100,000 people were being
ordered to move from parts of
Rafah to a nearby Israel-de-
clared humanitarian zone called
Muwasi, a makeshift camp on
the coast. He said that Israel has
expanded the size of the zone
and that it included tents, food,
water and field hospitals.

It wasn’t immediately clear,
however, if that material was
already in place to accommodate
the new arrivals.

Around 450,000 displaced

Palestinians already are shelter-
ing in Muwasi. The UN agency
for Palestinian refugees, known
as UNRWA, said it has been pro-
viding them with aid. But condi-
tions are squalid, with few bath-
rooms or sanitation facilities in
the largely rural area, forcing
families to dig private latrines.
After the evacuation order
announcement on Monday, Pal-
estinians in Rafah wrestled with
having to uproot their extended
families once again for an
unknown fate, exhausted after
months living in sprawling tent
camps or crammed into schools
or other shelters in and around
the city. Israel’s bombardment
and ground offensives in Gaza
have killed more than 34,700
Palestinians, around two-thirds
of them children and women.

Death toll from Brazil rains rises to 83

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

SAO PAULO: Heavy rains batter-
ing Brazil’s southernmost state
of Rio Grande do Sul have killed
at least 83 people, authorities
said on Monday, while more
than a hundred were still miss-
ing. The storms have affected
more than two-thirds of the
nearly 500 cities in the state,
leaving about 122,000 people
displaced, according to the state
civil defence authority.

Flooding from storms have
destroyed roads and bridges in
several cities, while triggering
landslides and the partial col-
lapse of a dam at a small hydro-
electric power plant.

State Governor Eduardo Leite
has emphasised that the death
toll should still substantially
increase as rescue workers gain
access to more regions.

Rio Grande do Sul’s civil
defence said 111 people were still
missing, a number that has also
been increasing in the last few
days. On Sunday evening, it had
reported at least 78 deaths and
105 missing people.

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva visited Rio Grande
do Sul on Sunday with most of

An aerial view of flooded Porto Alegre, in Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, on Sunday. AFP

his cabinet, and said bureauc-
racy would not stop the govern-
ment from reconstructing the
state. Lula promised the govern-
ment would provide all neces-
sary resources for reconstruc-
tion. South America’s largest
country has recently experi-
enced a string of extreme
weather events, including a

cyclone in September that killed
at least 31 people.

Heavy rains ease around
Houston in US state
Floodwaters closed some
schools in US’ Texas state on
Monday after days of heavy
rains pummeled the Houston
area and led to hundreds of res-

cues including people who were
stranded on rooftops.
Although forecasters expected
storms to begin tapering off in
southeastern Texas, high waters
continued to close some roads
and left residents facing lengthy
clean-ups in neighbourhoods
where rising river levels led to
weekend evacuation orders.

{ SCOTLAND } TO FOCUS ON SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE

John Swinney set to
become new leader

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Scottish political vet-
eran John Swinney on Monday
was named head of the pro-in-
dependence SNP party, leaving
him poised to become Scot-
land’s new leader.

Swinney, 60, said on X, for-
merly Twitter, he was “deeply
honoured to have been elected
as leader of the SNP” after
Humza Yousaf resigned last
week after little more than a
year as Scottish leader and head
of the Scottish National Party
(SNP).

The SNP confirmed Swin-
ney’s election after nominations
for the post closed at noon with-
out any other challengers
emerging.

He told reporters later that
alongside advancing the case
for Scottish independence his
key policy idea was the eradica-
tion of child poverty.

“It is a curse and under my

John Swinney AFP

leadership I want to eradicate it
in Scotland,” he said.

On independence he said the
party would “get our act
together” to win back the votes
of supporters who may have
turned away from the party in
recent years.

Humza stepped down last
Monday as he faced a confi-
dence vote in the Scottish par-
liament that he was set to lose
having ditched his junior coali-
tion partners, the Scottish

Green Party, in a row over cli-
mate policy.

Swinney, an old party hand
who led the SNP from 2000 to
2004 when the nationalists
were in opposition, will now
face a vote in the Scottish parlia-
ment later this week.

But he inherits a difficult
political legacy, with former
SNP leader and ally Nicola Stur-
geon embroiled in a party fund-
ing scandal and a challenging
domestic policy landscape.

Critics have accused the SNP,
in power in Edinburgh for 17
years, of focusing on pursuing
independence at the expense of
issues like the cost-of-living cri-
sis and health.

The party has struggled to
rebuild momentum for another
independence vote since Scot-
land voted against leaving the UK
in a referendum in 2014. Support
for independence, meanwhile,
has since fallen to between 41
and 43%, according to three
opinion polls taken in April.

Donald Trump AP

NEW YORK JUDGE
THREATENS EX-PREZ
TRUMP WITH JAIL
TIME FOR GAG
ORDER VIOLATIONS

NEW YORK : The New York
judge presiding over Donald
Trump’s historic criminal trial
again found the former US pres-
ident in contempt of a gag order
on Monday and threatened to
jail him if there are further vio-
lations.

Trump, 77, is charged with
falsifying business records to
reimburse his lawyer, Michael
Cohen, for a $130,000 payment
to porn star Stormy Daniels just
days ahead of the 2016 election
against Hillary Clinton.

Judge Juan Merchan held
Trump in contempt of court and
fined him $1,000 for a violation
of the gag order prohibiting him
from publicly attacking wit-
nesses, jurors or court staff and
their relatives.

But Merchan said the fines —
Trump was also fined a total of
$9,000 last week — were not
serving as a “deterrent” and he
would have to consider jail time
for further violations.

“As much as I do not want to
impose a jail sanction..., I want
you to understand I will,” Mer-
chan told Trump, adding that he
understood the “magnitude of
such a decision”. “At the end if
the day I have a job to do and
part of that job is to maintain
the dignity of the justice sys-
tem,” the judge said, calling
Trump’s defiance a “direct
attack on the rule of law”.

Merchan’s ruling came at the
start of the third week of testi-
mony in the trial of the Republi-
can presidential candidate for
covering up hush money pay-
ments to Stormy Daniels in a
scheme to avoid potentially dis-
astrous publicity just before
election day. AFP

Indian student stabbed
to death in Australia;
police hunt for suspects

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

MELBOURNE/CHANDIGARH: A
22-year-old M Tech student
from India was stabbed to death
in Australia during a fight
between some Indian students
and police are searching for two
Indian-origin brothers in con-
nection with the murder.

The incident occurred at
Ormond in Melbourne’s south-
east at around lam on Sunday.

Navjeet Sandhu was fatally
attacked with a knife by another
student when he tried to inter-
vene in a dispute between a few
Indian students over some rent
issue, according to the deceased
victim’s uncle Yashvir in Karnal,
Haryana.

“Navjeet’s friend (another
Indian student) had asked him
to accompany him to his house
to pick up his belongings as he
had a car. While his friend went
inside, Navjeet heard some
arguments and saw there was a
scuffle. When Navijeet tried to
intervene asking them not to

fight, he was fatally stabbed in
the chest with a knife,” Yashvir,
who'll retire from the Indian
army in July, said. He added
that like Navjeet, the alleged
accused hail from Karnal.

Navjeet’s friend, whom he
was accompanying, also sus-
tained injuries in the incident,
the uncle of the deceased said.

Yashvir said the family isin a
state of shock. “Navjeet was a
brilliant student and was to join
his family in July for vacations,”
he said.

According to Yashvir, Navjeet
had moved to Australia on a
study visa one-and-a-half years
ago. “We urge the Government
of India to help us to bring the
body as soon as possible.”

Meanwhile, Victoria Police
said their Homicide Squad
detectives have released the
details and images of two men
they are searching for following
the stabbing incident.

A search is currently under-
way for brothers Abhijeet Abhi-
jeet and Robin Gartan, both of
Indian descent.

Philippines says won’t
raise tensions in SCS

Reuters
letters@hindustantimes.com

MANILA: President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr said on Monday the
Philippines would not use water
cannons or any offensive weap-
ons in the South China Sea (SCS),
and the last thing it wanted was
to raise tensions in the strategic
waterway.

“We will not follow the Chi-
nese coast guard and Chinese
vessels down that road,” Marcos
told reporters, adding the mis-
sion of the Philippine navy and
coast guard was to lower ten-
sions, and there no plans to
install water cannons on vessels.

China’s embassy in Manila did
not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

The Philippines and China
have had several confrontations
at disputed atolls in the South

China Sea, most notably at the
Second Thomas Shoal.

Last week, Manila protested
Beijing’s use of water cannons
against Filipino vessels at the
submerged reef, describing it as
harassment and “dangerous
manoeuvres”, after a rise in ten-
sions in recent months.

The Philippines has said such
moves were aimed at disrupting
supply missions to Filipino sol-
diers stationed in a naval ship
there, which Manila deliberately
grounded in 1999 to bolster its
maritime claims.

“If the Philippines truly wants
to de-escalate the situation in the
South China Sea, it should
immediately stop sending ships
... and stop sending supplies to
illegally grounded ships,” a
spokesperson for the Chinese
foreign ministry said at a regular
press briefing on Monday.

Macron presses Xi to halt Ukraine
war; Putin orders tactical N-drills

PARIS/MOSCOW: French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron and EU
Commission president Ursula
von der Leyen pressed Xi Jin-
ping at a summit in Paris on
Monday to use Beijing’s influ-
ence to halt the Russian war
against Ukraine, also telling the
Chinese leader to accept fair
global trade rules.

Xi’s two-day state visit to
France is his first visit to Europe
since 2019 on a trip that will also
see him hold talks in Serbia and
Hungary. He has said he wants
to find peace in Ukraine even if
analysts do not expect any
major breakthrough.

Opening an initial trilateral
meeting attended by von der
Leyen, Macron said coordina-
tion with Beijing on “major cri-
ses” including Ukraine was
“absolutely decisive” and urged
“fair rules for all” in Europe-

Emmanuel Macron (left) and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
in Paris on Monday. AFP

China trade.

“The future of our continent
will very clearly depend on our
ability to continue to develop
relations with China in a bal-
anced manner,” Macron said.

Xi said China and the EU
should “remain partners” and
“carry out strategic coordina-
tion” and thus “make new con-

tributions to world peace and
development”.

Russia captures two more
villages in east Ukraine
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has ordered nuclear
weapons drills near Ukraine,
Moscow said on Monday, in
response to “threats” from
Western officials to deploy Nato
troops to Ukraine.

The announcement came as
Russian forces said they cap-
tured two villages in the war-
battered regions of Donetsk and
Kharkiv in eastern Ukraine,
where outgunned and outman-
ned Ukrainian troops have
struggled to hold the line.

Putin has upped his nuclear
rhetoric since ordering his army
into Ukraine in 2022, warning in
February there was a “real” risk
of nuclear war. AFP

{ } THE SPACECRAFT WILL BLAST OFF FROM CAPE CANAVERAL IN FLORIDA

Indian-origin Sunita Williams set for 3rd space mission

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Indian-origin
astronaut Sunita Williams is
ready to fly into space for the
third time on Tuesday as the
pilot aboard Boeing’s Starliner
spacecraft in its the first crewed
test flight. Boeing’s Starliner
will blast off for the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) from
Cape Canaveral in Florida.

Starliner will carry Williams,
58, and Butch Wilmore to the
International Space Station,
marking what could be a
momentous and long-awaited
victory for the beleaguered Boe-
ing programme.

The scheduled lift-off is set
for 10:34pm local time on Mon-
day (8:04am IST on Tuesday).

“We are all here because we
are all ready. Our friends and
family have heard about it and

P

Sunita Williams who will fly as the pilot aboard Boeing’s

Starliner spacecraft in its first crewed test flight.

we’ve talked about it and they
are happy and proud that we
are part of the process to fix it
all,” the BBC quoted Williams as
saying.

The mission has been
delayed for several years

PTI/AFP

because of setbacks in the
spacecraft’s development.

If it is successful, it will
become the second private firm
able to provide crew transport
to and from the ISS, alongside
Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

Such a scenario — with both
SpaceX’s Crew Dragon and Star-
liner flying regularly — is one
for which the US space agency
Nasa has long waited.

“Design and development is
hard — particularly with a
human space vehicle,” said
Mark Nappi, vice-president and
Starliner programme manager
at Boeing, during a briefing.

“There’s a number of things
that were surprises along the
way that we had to overcome. ...
It certainly made the team very,
very strong. I'm very proud of
how they’'ve overcome every
single issue that we’ve encoun-
tered and gotten us to this
point,” Nappi said.

“This is history in the mak-
ing,” Nasa administrator Bill
Nelson said of the upcoming
Starliner mission.

“We’re now in the golden era
of space exploration.”
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New drug export regime
to ecase quahty CONCErns

Aligning local
certification with
WHO’s GMP follows
licensing shift

Priyanka Sharma

priyanka.sharma@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Drugs made in India
for global markets will soon
have their local certification
aligned with global norms, as the
central government moves to
assure foreign buyers after
recent incidents of sub-standard
drugs sold abroad.

The drug regulator will
upgrade India’s Certificate of
Pharmaceutical Product (CoPP)
to match the World Health Orga-
nization’s (WHO’s) good manu-
facturing practices (GMP) certifi-
cation as part of an overhaul of
the export-approval process, two
officials familiar with the devel-
opment said.

The CoPP and the WHO’s
GMP certificates are the prelimi-
nary documents required for
obtaining product approval and
market authorisation for export-
ing pharmaceutical items from
India. The move will also help
foreign regulators ascertain the

The move will also help foreign regulators ascertain the
authenticity of Indian drugmakers.

authenticity of Indian drugmak-
ers.

“The plan is to put these cer-
tificates on the website of the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO) so that
importing countries or regula-
tors can check whether these
certificates are issued by CDSCO
or not,” one of the two people
said.

The idea is to bring in trans-
parency in the system, including
greater oversight over the num-
ber of products shipped by
Indian firms and their quality,
the official said on the condition
of anonymity.

The CDSCO is the apex regula-
tory authority for the pharma-
ceuticals, medical devices, and
cosmetics industries, similar to
the US’s Food and Drug Admin-
istration. The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI), oper-
ates under the CDSCO.

Under the new guidelines,
state governments can issue
CoPP certificates to pharmaceu-
tical companies only if CDSCO
officials are involved in joint
inspections.

To ensure that Indian phar-
maceutical companies are man-
ufacturing quality products, the
DCGI has directed companies to

strictly adhere to the WHO’s
good manufacturing practices
guidelines at their production
facilities.

The move to bring uniformity
in the CoPP and the WHO'’s cer-
tificates is welcome as it will
bring confidence to exporters
and overseas regulatory bodies
that exports from India are of
high quality and under the
supervision of the central gov-
ernment, said Sudarshan Jain,
secretary general of the Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance.

As part of the overhaul,
the Union government recently
wrested authority from states to
become the sole entity responsi-
ble for issuing manufacturing
licences for drugs meant for
exports.

A health ministry spokesper-
son did not immediately reply
to Mint’s queries.

India is the world’s largest
exporter of generic medicines,
which are authorized copies of
patented drugs. In 2022-23, India
exported pharmaceutical prod-
ucts worth $25.4 billion to about
210 countries. Around 60% of the
country’s  pharmaceutical
exports go to highly regulated
markets such as Europe and the
US, India’s largest market.

FM announces 1st GSTAT
president appointment

Rajeev Jayaswal

rajeev.jayaswal@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Union finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday announced the
appointment of Sanjaya Kumar
Mishra as the president of the
Goods and Services Tax Appel-
late Tribunal (GSTAT) and
called it as one of the two “sig-
nificant milestones” in the
larger GST architecture.

The second, according to her,
was crossing the X2 lakh crore
monthly revenue collection
benchmark for the first time
since the indirect tax reform
was launched by the Modi gov-
ernment on July 1, 2017.

FM said the growing GST col-
lections is testimony of “height-
ened” economic activities in
India, world’s fastest growing
major economy.

India’s monthly GST collec-
tions soared past the X2 lakh
crore mark for the first time to
%2,10,267 crore, while collec-
tions in FY24 surpassed the 20
lakh crore, reflecting a buoyant
economy and better compli-
ance,

According to FM, the tax
reform augmented revenues of
both the Centre and states. “GST
has improved tax buoyancy
from 0.72 (pre-GST) to 1.22
(2018-23). Despite compensa-
tion ending, state revenues

Nirmala Sltharaman, union
finance minister PTI

remain buoyant at 1.15. Without
GST, states’ revenue from sub-
sumed taxes from FY 18-19 to
2023-24 would have been %37.5
lakh crore. With GST, states’
actual revenue amounted to
46.56 lakh crore,” she said.

Experts said the appointment
of Justice (Retd) Mishra as head
of GSTAT would take the indi-
rect tax reform to yet another
level as it would expeditiously
resolve pending litigations.
GSTAT’s first president is the
former Chief Justice of the
Jharkhand High Court, who has
been selected by a search-cum-
selection committee headed by
the Hon’ble Chief Justice of
India.

GSTAT could not be set up
earlier due to technical reasons
and political oppositions by a
few states. Even as the Union

cabinet on January 23, 2019
approved the creation of a
national bench of the GSTAT,
the matter was pending because
of various differences among
members such as how to main-
tain a right federal balance and
other technical issues. As
approved by the GST Council,
the government has notified the
principal bench, to be located at
New Delhi, and 31 state benches
at various locations across the
country.

Sitharaman took this oppor-
tunity to recall the near seven-
year tax reform journey in three
parts that unified the domestic
markets. “The first part
explores the origins of GST and
its role in streamlining the Indi-
rect tax system. The second part
discusses how GST has benefit-
ted people through a pro-poor
approach. The third part under-
scores GST’s role in promoting
cooperative and fiscal federal-
ism,” she said in a post on X
(formally twitter).

According to her, “the idea of
GST was first mooted during
the former PM Atal Ji-led NDA
government. In 10 years, UPA
was unable to achieve political
consensus on GST. Under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Shri @narendramodi, the nec-
essary consensus was carefully
built, and GST Acts were passed
by Parliament in 2016,” she said.

IT industry staffers
are fetching less
revenue post-Covid

Jas Bardia
jas.bardia@livemint.com

BENGALURU: The revenue that
each employee contributes to
top IT services companies has
been consistently falling ever
since the end of the covid pan-
demic, a Mint analysis of com-
panies such as Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) Ltd, Infosys Ltd,
Wipro Ltd, HCL Technologies
Ltd, Accenture Plc and Cogni-
zant Technology Solutions Corp.
showed.

The pandemic saw compa-
nies world over scrambling to
digitize their businesses, a trend
that made IT services compa-
nies hire people in droves to
handle the demand. The pan-
demic is becoming a distant
memory, but the hired people
are still around, mostly. And
revenues have stopped climbing
as before. So, the money earned
per employee is getting
squeezed.

Atleast two analysts said that
IT firms’ clients are increasingly
preferring offshoring —essen-
tially, a job that is done offshore
for the client like, say, in India—
which has led to lower billing
per employee and, conse-
quently, revenue as well.

Noida-headquartered HCL
Tech has the highest revenue
per employee (RPE) among the
top four, at $58,532 for 2023-24,
but it also saw the steepest drop
in that number, 12.5% less com-
pared to 2018-19. Cross-country
rival Wipro reported the lowest
RPE of $43,868 among the top
four in 2023-24. Likewise, TCS
saw its RPE fall 6.3% to $47,815
in 2023-24 from 2018-19. But for
Infosys, it gained 3% to $56,208.

Infosys, over the last four
years, has seen among the fast-
est revenue growth among its
peers, but at the same time, it
has also seen a decline in head-
count. The Bengaluru-based IT
company saw headcount fall by
25,994 in FY24.

The revenues have stopped
climbing as before.

MINT

Analysts attributed the fall in
RPE to higher offshoring com-
pared with the pre-covid times.
“Offshore delivery has gone up.
Increase in offshore delivery
mix contributes to lower reve-
nue per employee but also
drives higher volumes,” said
Apurva Prasad, vice-president
for institutional research at
HDFC Securities.

Working ‘on-site’, or on a cli-
ent site like, say, in the US
would allow an Indian IT com-
pany to generate higher billing
per employee than in an off-
shoring model that has the job
being done in, say, Bengaluru.

“There has been a 500-700
bps (basis points) increase in
offshore revenue business com-
pared to the pre-covid levels,”
said a Mumbai-based analyst on
condition of anonymity.
“Employee expense as a per-
centage of an IT company’s rev-
enue has increased and with the
offshore shift, this proportion
must have gone down but has
not because salaries given to
employees have gone up from
FY19.”

The covid outbreak sparked a
hiring spree in IT as companies
across industries looked to digi-
tize their operations. This
caused IT companies to hire
more people to match the client
load.

[-Sec delisting: Sebi vets complaints on ICICI outreach

Nehal Chaliawala &
Gopika Gopakumar

nehal.chaliawala@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
is looking into allegations that
employees of ICICI Bank Ltd
had reached out to some share-
holders of ICICI Securities Ltd to
try and influence them ahead of
a crucial vote in March.

The shareholders voted to
delist ICICI Securities and
merge it with its parent firm.
More than 500 shareholders of
ICICI Securities coordinated on
WhatsApp and social-media

SHAREHOLDERS
VOTED TO DELIST
ICICI SEC AND
MERGE IT WITH ITS
PARENT FIRM

platforms to lodge around doz-
ens of complaints with Sebi, a
person aware of the matter said.
“Sebi is currently examining
multiple complaints. Once there
is proper evidence, the regula-
tor will initiate an investigation.
What action Sebi will take is dif-
ficult to say,” the person said on
the condition of anonymity.
Manu Rishi Guptha, a Benga-

luru-based fund manager and a
minority shareholder in ICICI
Securities, said: “Investors have
filed 60-70 complaints with Sebi
and also complained on the
SCORES platform.” SCORES is
Sebi’s online platform for filing
grievances. He added that the
key allegations in these com-
plaints are the violation of data
privacy of its shareholders by
ICICI Securities and the valua-
tion at which the company is
being delisted.

Guptha is leading a group of
over 100 ICICI Securities share-
holders who last month filed a
class action suit with the
National Company Law Tribu-

nal (NCLT) against ICICI Bank
Ltd’s proposal to delist ICICI
Securities. Mint reported earlier
that employees of ICICI Bank
had reached out to shareholders
of ICICI Securities in the days
leading up to the crucial share-
holder meeting on 27 March,
where it was decided to delist
the company and merge it with
ICICI Bank.

Both BSE and NSE subse-
quently sought a clarification
from ICICI Bank and ICICI Secu-
rities, while experts raised con-
cerns about data privacy and
corporate governance viola-
tions.

In their identical responses to

the exchanges, the two firms
said they were reaching out to
shareholders “to explain the
proposed scheme and the e-vot-
ing process with the primary
objective of maximizing partici-
pation in the vote”. There was
an overlap between sharehold-
ers and retail customers of the
two entities, they said, without
elaborating further on how
ICICI Bank employees got the
personal information of ICICI
Securities shareholders.

A spokesperson for ICICI
Bank directed Mint to this
response when contacted, while
Sebi and ICICI Securities did not
respond to queries.

SERVICES SECTOR
GROWTH EASES
IN APRIL BUT
STILL STRONG

Rhik Kundu

rhik.kundu@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India’s services sec-
tor growth fell in April, though
expansions in total sales and
output remained among the fast-
estin 14 years.

The HSBC India Services Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index (PMI),
compiled by S&P Global, fell to
60.8 in April from 61.2 in March,
but it was higher than Febru-
ary’s 60.6. The index hit a six-
month peak of 61.8 in January.

The reading has remained
above the 50 mark, which sepa-
rates expansion from contrac-
tion, for 33 months.

Manufacturing PMI in April
stood at 58.8—the second-
strongest expansion since the
beginning of 2021.

The April services PMI figure
was below HSBC’s projection of
61.7, mentioned in its Flash Ser-
vices PMI Business Activity
Index last month.

“India’s service sector made a
strong start to the first fiscal
quarter as growth of new busi-
ness and output remained sharp
and among the fastest in 14
years,” the survey report said.

“In addition to buoyant
domestic demand, firms noted
new business gains from several
parts of the world, which collec-
tively underpinned the second-
quickest upturn in international
sales since the series started in
September 2014,” it added.

The April report noted that
wage pressures and higher food
prices led to an increase in cost
burdens, which firms partially
passed on to their customers,
though charge inflation eased
from March’s seven-year high
figures. The data showed that
services companies observed the
second-fastest increase in new
export business in the near ten-
year series history, behind only
that seen in March. Anecdotal
evidence highlighted gains from
several countries in Asia, Africa,
Europe, the Americas and West
Asia, the survey added.

In terms of overall activity,
aggregate output across both the
manufacturing and service sec-
tors rose in April, albeit at a
slightly slower pace, indicating
sustained health in these sectors.

HC grants bail to Jet
Airways founder

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The Bombay High
Court on Monday granted
interim bail for two months on
medical grounds to Jet Airways
founder Naresh Goyal, who has
been arrested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in a
money laundering case.

A single bench of Justice N J
Jamadar said Goyal shall pay a
surety of Rs 11akh and not leave
Mumbai without prior permis-
sion from the trial court.

“The applicant (Goyal) shall
be released on interim bail for a
period of two months. He shall
abide by all conditions imposed,”
the bench said.

The high court also directed
Goyal to surrender his passport.

Goyal (75) had sought the
interim bail on medical and
humanitarian grounds as both
he and his wife Anita Goyal are
suffering from cancer.

A special court in February
refused bail to Goyal but permit-
ted him to be admitted in a pri-
vate hospital of his choice and
seek medical treatment.

Goyal then moved the HC,
seeking bail on merits and to be
released on interim bail on med-
ical grounds.

Naresh Goyal, founder, Jet
Airways HT

Goyal’s counsel Harish Salve
had urged the court to consider
the case on humanitarian
grounds. However, ED’s counsel
Hiten Venegaonkar opposed the
bail and said the agency did not
have any problem if Goyal’s hos-
pitalisation was extended.

Venegaonkar had submitted
that the court may extend
Goyal’s hospitalisation for a
period of four weeks and then
call for a fresh medical report to
assess his situation. But Salve
said that apart from deteriorat-
ing physical health, Goyal’s men-
tal health was also not good.

Goyal was arrested by the ED
in September 2023 on allega-
tions that he had laundered
money and siphoned off loans to
the tune of ¥538.62 crore given
to Jet Airways by the Canara
Bank.

BSNL TO ROLL OUT
4G SERVICES
FROM AUGUST

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: State-owned BSNL
will start rolling out 4G services
across the country from August,
using completely indigenous
technology in line with the gov-
ernment’s “Atmanirbhar” policy,
according to official sources.

BSNL officials claimed to have
recorded peak speed of 40-45
megabit per second on the 4G
network which has been rolled
out in the premium spectrum
band of 700 megahertz (Mhz) as
well as in 2,100 Mhz band during
the pilot phase. The company
has rolled out 4G services in
Punjab using indigenously
developed technology by IT com-
pany TCS and state-run telecom
research organisation C-DoT-led
consortium and onboarded
around 8 lakh subscribers. “The
4G core developed by C-DoT is
performing very well in the
BSNL network in Punjab. It was
installed in July last year. It takes
12 month to prove the success of
such complex technology but
the C-DoT core has stabilised
within 10 months. BSNL will
launch atmanirbhar 4G technol-
ogy across the country in
August,” a senior government
official, who did not wish to be
named, told PTL.

Small towns shoppmg online light up logistics cos

Priyamvada C.

priyamvada.c@livemint.com

BENGALURU: More people in
India’s small cities and towns
are now shopping online, a
potentially massive market that
e-commerce firms have been
wooing for about a decade. But
it’s not only online marketpla-
ces and e-stores that are reaping
the benefits.

Logistics unicorns Ecom
Express Pvt. Ltd and Xpressbees
(BusyBees Logistics Solutions
Pvt. Ltd), and delivery startups
including Shadowfax Technolo-
gies Ltd, Delhivery and Ship-
rocket are now earning a signifi-
cant chunk of their revenue
from tier-II cities and beyond as
more people in those markets
start shopping online.

India’s e-commerce market is
projected to grow to $300 bil-

India’s e-comm market is projected to grow to $300 bn by 2030 and

much of this is expected to come from tier-II cities.

lion by 2030, according to an
October report by Redseer
Strategy Consultants. Much of
this growth is expected to be
driven by a rapid adoption of
e-commerce in tier-II cities and

ISTOCKPHOTO

beyond, and improved third-
party logistics.

Varun Laul, a partner at pri-
vate-equity firm Investcorp, said
that with more than 60% of
growth coming from smaller

towns, “e-commerce has been
penetrating downwards, and
with that, you need the infra-
structure to cater to those deliv-
eries”. Investcorp is an investor
in Xpressbees and Laul is on the
board of the firm.

Since Investcorp’s investment
in 2020, Xpressbees has more
than doubled the number of pin
codes it services to about
20,000. The company receives
more than half its revenue from
outside the top 10 cities. Xpress-
bees is well distributed across
the country, Laul said, adding
that each region has a distinct
purchasing power and attitude.

Another example is Ecom
Express, which gets 65% of its
parcel volumes from tier-2 mar-
kets and beyond. The surge is
driven by two kinds of consum-
ers, its chief strategy officer
Ashish Sikka said.

The first is the value-con-

scious customer, who shops on
social-commerce platforms and
typically buys clothes and foot-
wear. The second is the brand-
conscious consumer, who buys
a wide variety of products pri-
marily from large e-commerce
platforms such as Amazon and
Flipkart.

Several industry executives
also emphasised two factors
that are crucial for delivery in
tier-II markets and beyond—
speed and quality of delivery.
While there are concerns about
broken and defective products
in all markets, ensuring speedy
and accurate deliveries in tier-II
markets and beyond has been
tricky for logistics firms.

With nearly 75% of e-com-
merce products paid for in cash,
the companies understand that
the faster the delivery, the
higher the chance of accept-
ance.

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

ride? (4-3)

«

Catholic (5)
Akind of college for voters (9)

© oo

environment (3)
10 Staff appointment (4)
12 Stop or start playing billiards (5,3)
14 It's said to be articulated (6)
15 More eager to be a mourner (6)

18 It can't be passed in silence (4)
21 Humbug? (3)

25 King in great spirits when told (7)

tenancy? (8)

He has earthly possessions (9)

7 Tree yielding a fir cone (7)

1 Random inspection for any rash
development? (4,5)

13 Check; use sieve again (8)

o

16 A handy pointer? (6)
19 Ruled out showing signs of age (5)
20 Count Gessler's opponent (4)

{ THE CROSSWORDS }

Incidental outcome of cancelling the cycle

Memorial of old priest outwardly Roman

She spends her life in an unworldly

17 Drink to the end of the rooster? (8)

22 Fish press gives added firmness (5,4)
24 Ten is about acceptable as a symbol (5)

14 0ld instrument to strip nevertheless (7)

23 Arenegade sailor's comeuppance (3)

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTIONS (16852)

PUZZLE 16853 © Gemini Crosswords 2018 All rights reserved

DOWN
1 Rest of the night (5) QUICK CLUES
2 Break it and people talk (3)
3 Promise a hot soup (4) ACROSS
4 Great enthusiasm for two natural products (6) 1 Vividly descriptive (7)
5 Allowed one to get away with a further 5 Steal (5)

9 Set of tools (3)

10 Subside gradually (4)
12 Capital of Chile (8)
14 A mendicant (6)

17 Rogue (8)
18 Excite (4)

24 Become less severe (3,2)
25 Item-by-item report (3-4)

8 Not in the prescribed order (3,2,4)

15 Trumpet-like instrument (6)

21 Sum charged for a service (3)
22 Payment to remain silent (4,5)

DOWN

1 Surface shine (5)

2 Creative skill (3)

3 Fit of petty annoyance (4)
4 Mountain lion (6)

5 Operate (8)

6 Probably (4,2,3)

7 In haste (7)

11 Careless (9)

13 Privation (8)

14 Sheepish (7)
16 Incense-burning vessel (6)
19 Artificial textile fibre (5)
20 So beit (4)
23 Prefix for new (3)

{ SUDOKU }

CRYPTIC

AlL[LIOIVIE|IRPILIU
oo pufof
TIEQMD 5

= & I
EIII
G
IEITIALIS]

[S|EIR[EIN]
H

DIFFICULTY LEVEL Y W el

9 3

1

QUICK
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Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1to 9.

{ WEATHER }
TEMPERATURE s HIGH sLOW

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
Mainly clear sky Strong surface
possibility of winds during day
duststrom with time
gustywind

42°c| 25° | 41°c| 25°%

ALMANAC
Today is
7th May 2024
27 Shawwal, 1445
14 Vaishakha, Krishna
Paksha, 14
© Samvat 2081
& Sunset: Tuesday
at 07:00 pm
Sunrise: Wednesday

THURSDAY
Strong surface
winds during day

time at 05:34 am.
< Moonset: Tuesday
at 06:18 p.m.
o o Moonrise: Wednesday
41°c | 24°c at0523am.

TEMPERATURE IN
FOUR METROS

Delhi

42°c | 25°%
Mumbai
33% | 26°c
Kolkata
34°c | 25°

Chennai
38° | 28°
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India’s relay teams get the
job done, qualify for Paris

: MR
POOVAMMA
For the Karnataka-
born Olympian, 33,

 RUPAL

The timings aren’t too The women's team
flattering for e}ther SUBHA . JYOTHIKA
team but making the VENKATESAN : SRI DANDI

The 24-year-old The 23-year-old
Games matters most daughterof a from Hyderabad
Rutvick Mehta construction ran the second leg

worker in Thiruchi-
rapalli trained at
Sports Develop-
ment Authority of
Tamil Nadu's
Chennai centre.
She was in the
4x400m team that
won silver in the
2018 Asian juniors

rutvick. mehta@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Jyothika Sri Dandi, the
runner who produced the fastest
leg for India in the women’s
4x400m second Olympic qualify-
ing round at the World Relays in
Bahamas, couldn’t compete at the
Asian Games last year due to a
knee injury. “Depressed” and
cursing her luck, the Andhra
sprinter wanted to leave the
national camp and return home.
Her father too would urge her to
do so, she recalled.

Only one thought had the
wheels to reignite her drive and
pull her back into the camp. “The
Olympics —I wanted to qualify for
that,” she said. On Sunday, at the
final time of asking in the qualify-
ing event in Nassau, she did as
part of the women’s 400m quar-
tet. So did the more accomplished
Indian men’s 4x400m team over-
coming a nightmarish first
attempt that ended with a runner
down and none at the finish line.

The women’s team, which did

+ Games

The men’s team, which broke

in Bahamas. Last
year, she was in
the 4x400m team
that won bronze
at the Asian meet,
won the 400m in
the National Open
and took silver in
the Goa National

not make the cut for the Tokyo
Games, will be back at the Olym-
pic stage, finishing second in their
heat of the second qualifying
round that gave Paris spots to the
top two teams after 40 had gone
through from the first. Jyothika’s
blistering second leg got them up
from last to second, where the
team also comprising Rupal
Chaudhary, Machettira Raju
Poovamma and Subha Ven-
katesan finished with a timing of
3:29.35. “It was do or die for us,”
Jyothika said from Nassau. “After
Ilostout on the Asian Games last
year, I had to qualify for this. 'm
happy and relieved that we made
it,and so is my father.”

the Asian record at the Tokyo
Games and continued to excel last
year at the Worlds (fifth) and
Asian Games (first), belatedly got
what they hoped to secure on the
first day. Rajesh Ramesh’s injury,
however, left them hanging by a
thread and messed up plans (India
did not field a team for the mixed
4x400m in the second round).
The men came back stringing
together a composed show in a
heat comprising stronger teams in
USA and Bahamas as Muham-
mad Anas, Muhammad Ajmal,
Rajiv Arokia and Amoj Jacob,
who ran a quality anchor leg,
clocked 3:03.23 to finish behind

after a two-year
dope ban in 2021 --
it was reversed on

a Kerala high court :
ruling. She won the :
women'’s and

mixed 4x400m
relays in the 2018
Asian Games

it's redemption !

USA (2:59.95). The timings aren’t
too flattering for either team
(there were faster teams in other
heats that did not qualify). Both
were also helped by strokes of
luck. But, after spending a month
in the Bahamas training for this,
they eventually got the job done
and the direct Paris berth secured.

Ramesh’s injury meant India
were forced to tweak their combi-
nation and order for the second
qualifying race. Like in the first,
though, Anas kicked things off
and completed his 400m split in
46.15s behind USA and Qatar. The
second-leg runner for Qatar then
pulled up, pushing India to sec-
ond. Ajmal maintained that posi-

+ CHAUDHARY

The 19-year-old
became the first
Indian athlete to
win two medals at
the World U20
meet— silverin
women's 4x400m
relay and bronze in
400m — in Colombia
in 2022. Her father is
a small farmer in
Shahpur Jainpur in

' Meerut district

2 AROKIA RAJIV

The 32-year-old armyman from a village near Tiruchirappalli,
Tamil Nadu, was in the 4x400m mixed relay team (gold) and
men's 4x400m team (silver) at the 2018 Asian Games. His father
was a bus driver and his mother a daily wager

3 AMOJ JACOB

Born in Kerala and brought up in New Delhi, he began athletics as
a St. Xavier's School, Rohini student. His mother is a nurse at a
Delhi hospital. He was in the 4x400m team that won gold at the
2017 Asian championships and in the Asian Games last year

4 MUHAMMED AJMAL VARIYATHODI

Born in Palakkad, Kerala, Ajmal was a footballer until his coach
suggested he shift to the track. He started as a 100m runner and
then began competing in the 400m

tion despite being challenged by
Kenya and Mexico.

As Mexico’s third-leg runner
nudged ahead, Arokia, who
replaced Ramesh, found himself
jostling for third spot with Kenya.
By the time the baton changed
hands for the final time, the sec-
ond spot had a three-way tussle
between Mexico, India and Kenya.
That's when Jacob, who was
behind Kenya’s second-placed
Kennedy Muthoki at the start of
the anchor leg, came into his own.
Jacob cranked up his pace at the
final bend and began to sneak past
the Kenyan. Up to second place at
the home stretch, he got the team
home there. The women too

ek
The men’s team

1 MUHAMMED ANAS

The 29-year-old from Kerala holds the 400m national record. In
2016, he became only the third Indian 400m runner to run in the
Olympics. Last year, he was in the 4x400m team that set an Asian
record at the Worlds and won the Asian Games gold

Agence France-Presse

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain are
bidding to overturn a 1-0 first-leg
deficit and beat Borussia Dort-
mund in their Champions
League semi-final return match
on Tuesday, with the aim of
bringing the curtain down on the
Kylian Mbappe era at the club in
the final at Wembley.

The only time PSG have previ-
ously appeared in the biggest
match in club football turned
out to be a depressingly flat occa-
sion, with the French side losing

closed doors in Lisbon in 2020, |
at the height of the pandemic.

Reaching the June 1 show-
piece in London, and playing
before a crowd of 90,000 against
either Real Madrid or Bayern
again, would be a different occa-
sion entirely. Getting there
would give Mbappe the chance
to end his seven-year stay with
the Qatar-owned outfit in the
best possible way, as they look to
win the Champions League for
the first time in their history, and
just the second time for a French
club after Marseille in 1993.

Mbappe informed PSG in Feb-
ruary of his intention to depart
the Parc des Princes when his
contract expires at the end of the
season, ending a prolific associa-
tion with his hometown team
which began when he signed
from Monaco in 2017.

1-0 to Bayern Munich behind /4

Mbappe, PSG aim to seize
the moment in second leg

Champions League semi-final 2nd leg

An evening *

MBAPPE

PSG vs Dortmund at Paris, 12.30AM IST

Head-to-head

Dortmund
.won

in Paris f

Matches
‘ -

Fullkrug is ;
Dortmund'stop
scorer in the
Champions League
this term with

three goals

t This is Dortmund's fourth
4 Champions League
semi-final, with them
having gone on to reach the final on
two of the previous three occasions

KYLIAN

S PSG could Kylian Mbappe
1 become the 32 has 32 direct goal
first side to involvements in
the 31home

changed things up in their start
list after a disappointing fifth-
place finish in their first attempt
that made members of the squad
nervously dig into stats and details
about the teams they would be up
against next. “ButI waslike, it'sin
our hands to get qualified. If we
did our best, I was confident we
would go through,” Jyothika said.
With first runner Vithya Ram-
raj making way for teen Rupal,
India started a fair bit away from
the pack in their five-team heat
where Jamaica, Germany and
Brazil set the pace. Jyothika’s 51.36
effort got them toe-to-toe with the
Germans while overtaking the
Brazilian second-leg runner.

Now 25 and the captain of
France, Mbappe has become the
Parisians’ all-time top scorer
with 255 goals in 305 appearan-
ces so far, including 43 this sea-
son alone. He has 48 in the
Champions League — a tally
which includes six with Monaco
in his breakthrough 2016/17 cam-
paign - and Tuesday’s second leg
against Dortmund would be the
ideal time for him to bring up the
half-century. Luis Enrique’s
team did not produce their best
performance in losing 1-0 in Ger-
many last week, and the pres-
sure is on them as favourites to
turn the tie around at home.

However, a repeat of what

of a Champions League and still
progress to the final.

happened when they hosted
Dortmund in the group stage last
September will suffice — on that
occasion they won 2-0, with
Mbappe netting the first goal
from the penalty spot. “We are
sure we are going to turn it
around and qualify for the final,”
Mbappe told several media on
Sunday on the sidelines of an
event on the French capital’s
famed Champs-Elysees.

“There is a lot of pressure on

lose the first
leg in both the quarters and semis

games he's started in this
competition (21 goals, 11
1 assists).

us, which is normal because
there is a place in the Champions
League final at stake.

“All the more so when you
know about this club’s past in
the competition.”

PSG were not necessarily
expected to get as far as the
semi-finals this season, with the
squad undergoing a major over-
haul following the departures of
Lionel Messi and Neymar at the
end of the last campaign.
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MIMICRY: WE ASK
FARISTOOFAR?

NORTHERN RAILWAY 5%

Azadig,
OPEN-E-TENDER NOTICE AmitMahotsav

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites

E-Tender for the following work.

Name of work : Annual maintenance of green patches at 1st & 2nd entreies &

1| maintenance of lawns, flower pots & other horticulture work in the S/o

SSE/W/DLIunder ADEN/DLI.

Rs.94,81,841.33/- (Rupees Ninety Four Lakh Eighty One

Thousand Eight Hundred Forty One and Thirty Three paise only)

Rs. 1,89,900/- (One Lakh Eighty Nine Thousand Nine
Hundred Rupees)

4 | Cost of Tender Document | Rs. 0.00/-
Date & Time of Submission of tender bid and
5 opening of tender.

Website particulars where complete details . .
oftender documents can be seen. www.ireps.gov.in

7 | Allocation 04-400-32

« The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. « For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. + No manual offers are
acceptable. « Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable
through net banking or payment gateway only. No. 128-W/280/e Tender
Notice/NIT/06/2024-25/W-3 Dated: 06.05.2024 1363/24

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

7 NORTHERN RAILWAY
B tsav Tender Notice

The Chief Administrative Officer/Const./Northern Railway, Kashmere Gate, Delhi, for
and on behalf of the President of India invites e-tender under Two Packet System for
the under noted work:-

Raising of existing ROB 193-A & 220-B on LDH-JHL section of Ambala
Division & 256-A on DLI-BTI section of Delhi Division for facilitating the
movement of the double stack container.

Approx. Cost of work
Completion period of the work
Earnest Money to be deposited

Approx Cost
of Work

Earnest Money to
be deposited

w

28.05.2024 at 15:00 Hrs.

6

Full Name
of work

Rs.3300.02 lacs
24 (Twenty four) months
Rs.18,00,000/-

Sale/availability of
tender document
on Rly. Website

Tender documents will be available on IREPS web site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in from 11.05.2024 to 31.05.2024 upto 11.30 hrs.

31.05.2024 upto 11.30 hours. Tender documents can be uploaded
by the tenderer on IREPS web site w.e.f. 17.05.2024 to
31.05.2024

31.05.2024 at 11.30 hours. (immediately after close of uploading
of tender (D2). In case of two packet system, Financial bids of the
eligible tenders would be opened subsequently on the date and
time to be notified later on.

The detailed tender notice also can be seen on the Notice Board of|
the above office.

Tender Notice No: 74-W-1-1-519-WA-UMB Dated : 02.05.2024 1365/2024

Serving Customers With A Smile

Last date/Time of
upload of tenders

Date and time
of opening
of tender

NORTH CENTRAL RAILIAY (€242

Tender Notice No.: E-Tender No.
NCR-S&T-EPC-LTE-NDLS-HWH
Dated : 08.03.2024

Corrigendum No. 2

For the work of :- "Provision of LTE
(Long Term Evolution) based MTRC
over New Delhi-Howrah route
(Including Kanpur-Lucknow Section
of Indian Railways" Corrigendum
No. 2 for the above mentioned tender
has been issued. For details please

visitthe www.ireps.gov.in site
424/24 (D)

[EWorth et riays vanwcriniavaivays govin §) @northcntaraiy [£] @ CPRONCR
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-Tender No.- PRYJ-Sig-202-2024-25 Date: 03.05.2024

E-Tender Notice

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer/Coordination/North Central
Railway/Prayagraj, for and on behalf of the President of India, invite E-TENDER on
prescribed form for the following works up to 12.00 hrs. The details of the Tender is
as under:-

Name of work: S&T work for Construction of New LHS along with ROB at LC No-94
in lieu of (LC-94) Rura at Ch: 1060/11-13 in between CNB-TDL section of Prayagraj
Division North Central Railway.

Approx. Cost of work (?): 4040839.96/-, Bid Security (Z): 80800/-, Completion
period: 09 Months, Date of Opening of tender: 31.05.2024, 2. Availability of tender
form: Tender forms shall be available on www.ireps.gov.in 3. Time date & place of
opening of tender: Tender will be opened through E-tender at office of Divisional
Railway Manager, Prayagraj on or after pre determined date at 12.30 hours.  809/24(K)

@CPRONCR  Eg]@northcentralrailway  EllNorth central railways - wwwner.indianrailways.govin
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NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
E-Tendering Tender Notice No. 27/2024

Divisional Railway Manager
(Engg.) N.E. Railways l|zatnagar
For and behalf of president of India
invites "OPEN" e-tender through
on Line (E-tendering) for the
following work., S.N.:- 1.,
Description of works:- Balance
work of LHS in CPA - MRT section
(Under Sanctioned work of
Construction of LHS at different
locations in CPA-MRT section of
IZN Division for elimination of
11MLCs), Approx. Value (Rs.):-
Rs. 8,44,26,966.00, E.M.D Money
(Rs.):- Rs.5,72,100/-, Cost of
Tender Forms Rs. NIL, Completion
time/period from the date of issue of
acceptance letter 12 months.,
S.N.:- 2., Description of works:-
Civil work under sanction of work for
Electrical work in connection of
shifting of Electrical sub station at
FBD of IZN division., Approx.
Value (Rs.):- Rs. 30,81,509.28,
E.M.D Money (Rs.):- Rs.
Rs.61,600/-, Cost of Tender Forms
Rs. NIL Completion time /period
from the date of issue of
acceptance letter 04 months., 1.
On line e-tender can be submitted
up to 15.00 hrs of dated
31.05.2024., 2. For Full details and
submission of bid please see the
Indian Railways IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in.

Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.)

T A H0H0 ) -5

CPRO/W-54 Izatnagar

Do Not Smoke Bidi/Cigarette in train
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Catch the latest column of
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THE WEEK THAT WAS

A quiz on the week’s development.
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fastta
el Wit A Traferg fastmom & sraia fenfue ve ot fda=or fFreraa @+
Sr. Advt. No. Deptt. Name Post Name Deptt. No.

1|D-2-E-1-2023, Uttar Pradesh Ayush Department, Reader Kriya
Shareer, S-09-03

2|D-2-E-1-2023, Uttar Pradesh Ayush Department, Reader Shalya
Tantra, S-09-04

3|D-2-E-1-2023, Uttar Pradesh Ayush Department, Reader Ras Shastra
Evam Bhaishajya Kalpana, S-09-05

4|D-2-E-1-2023, Uttar Pradesh Ayush Department, Reader Dravya
Guna, S-09-06
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1%Pumanchal Vidyut Vitaran
% Nigam Limited, Purvanchal

P50
.4
/

\\ 5/ Vidyut  Bhavan,  Vidyut
" Nagar, Post Office: D.L.W.,
Varanasi-221004, E-Tender

Corrigendum Notice - E-tender No.-
EAV-241/23-24 was invited on date
06.05.2024 for said work, is hereby
extended upto 27.05.2024 due to
unavoidable circumstances, All the
terms & conditions will remain
unchange. Please visit our website
www.etender.up.nic.in for details/down-
load and for any other corrections/
amendments / modifications/ exten-
sions till the date of submission of bids.
S| No., Tender Specification No., Work
description, Earnest Money, Tender
Fee (Including GST), Date and time of
Pre-Bid Meeting, Last date & time for
online submission of tender docu-
ments, Date & Time for opening of ten-
der part-l, 1. EAV-241/23-24,
Appointment of project Management
Agency (PMA)/ Consultant to provide
services for Smart Distribution Project
under Revamped Reforms-Linked
Results - Based Distribution Sector
Scheme in Varanasi District of PUVNL,
Varanasi, 9.08 Lac, 11,800/-,
20.05.2024 15.00 Hrs., 27.05.2024
16.00 Hrs., 28.05.2024 18.00 Hrs., |,
‘Save Electricity in the interest of

Nation' CHIEF ENGINEER
(Revamped) Ti# - 1149/ fafaffa.
(4. )/fedves famm et 06.05.2024

. Purvanchal Vidyut Vitaran
3% Nigam Limited, Purvanchal

»# Vidyut  Bhavan,  Vidyut
%= Nagar, Post Office: D.L.W.,
Varanasi-221004, E-Tender

Corrigendum Notice - E-tender No.-
EAV-238/23-24 was invited on date
06.05.2024 for said work, is hereby
extended upto 27.05.2024 due to
unavoidable circumstances, All the
terms & conditions will remain
unchange. Please visit our website
www.etender.up.nic.in for details/down-
load and for any other corrections/
amendments / modifications/ exten-
sions till the date of submission of bids.
Scope of work, Smart Distribution
Project on turnkey basis under
Revamped Reforms-Linked Results-
Based Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS) in Varanasi District of PuVVNL.
Varanasi mentioned against following
respective  Tender  Specification
Number., Sl No., Tender Specification
No., Name of Cluster, Name of District,
Earnest Money, Tender Fee (Including
GST), Date and time of Pre-Bid
Meeting, Last date & time for online
submission of tender documents, Date
& Time for opening of tender part-l, 1.
EAV-238/23-24, Varanasi, Varanasi, 05
Cr., 29,500/-, 20.05.2024 15.00 Hrs.,
27.05.2024 16.00 Hrs., 28.05.2024
15.00 Hrs., 'Save Electricity in the
interest of Nation' CHIEF ENGINEER
(Revamped) W% - 1148/ fafaffa.
(an. ) /e s foie 06.05.2024
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Manika Batra.

Manika stuns
world No.2

KAEC (SAUDI): Manika
Batra shocked world
No.2 Wang Manyu of
China to secure the
biggest win of her
singles career and enter
the pre-quarterfinals of
the Saudi Smash here on
Monday. Manika,
ranked 39, beat the
second-seeded Chinese
6-11,11-5,11-7,12-10 in
just 37 minutes.

Norris clinches
Miami Grand Prix

MIAMI: McLaren’s
Lando Norris won the
first F1race of his career
with a shock victory
over world champion
Max Verstappen in the
Miami Grand Prix on
Sunday. Breathing life
into an F1 season that
risked becoming a one-
man story again, Norris,
in his 110th race for
McLaren, beat
Verstappen by over
seven seconds with
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc
finishing third.

Rublev claims
Madrid Open title

MADRID: Andrey Rublev
won the Madrid Open
with a hard-fought 4-6,
7-5, 7-5 victory over
Felix Auger-Aliassime
on Sunday to secure his
second title of the year,
despite battling with
illness. The Russian
world No.8 said he was
“almost dead every day”
and could barely sleep
this week after securing
a career second Masters
1000 victory.

Ex-WC winning
coach Menotti dies

BUENOS AIRES: Cesar
Luis Menotti, who
famously coached
Argentina to their first
World Cup triumph in
1978, an achievement
described as one of the
“country’s greatest joys”,
has died at the age of 85,
the country’s football
federation (AFA)
announced Sunday.
Menotti managed 11
clubs, some more than
once, and two national
teams — Argentina and
Mexico—in a career
that lasted 37 years.

Suryakumar Yadav celebrates his century against Sunrisers Hyderabad at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on Monday.

Suryakumar ton takes MI
to Vlctory over Sunrisers

His sparkling 102*
helps the home side
chase down 174 with
seven wickets in hand

Aditya Chaturvedi

aditya.chaturvedi@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: At the toss, Hardik Pan-
dya wore a smile as he usually
does during interviews. Having
opted to bowl, he hoped Mumbai
Indians would play for pride, the
badge, and the fans. Despite his
calm demeanour though the
weight on his shoulders was
undeniable. His side was up
against Sunrisers Hyderabad, who
had slammed a colossal 277/3
against them earlier in the season.
More importantly, another defeat
would make them the first team to
get knocked-out of the playoffs
race in Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2024.

But riding on a sparkling cen-
tury by Suryakumar Yadav, MI
earned a seven-wicket win at the
Wankhede Stadium on Monday
and lived to fight another day.
They restricted SRH to a below-
par 173/8 before Surya hit an
unbeaten 102 off 51 balls in a
match-winning 143-run partner-

cczm A

MATCHES PLAYED

4« PREVIOUS MATCH »

DC: Lost to KKR by 7 wkts | RR: Lost to SRH by 1run

ship with Tilak Varma (37 off 32).
Their campaign is still hanging by
a thread, but the five-time cham-
pions will believe they can finish
away from the bottom of the table.

Having begun the chase with a
string of boundaries, MI found
themselves in a hole after losing
three wickets for five runs. While
Ishan Kishan and Naman Dhir
were caught in the slips, it was
Rohit Sharma’s dismissal that was
the most disappointing. The India
captain, who had scored 29 runs
across the previous four games,
got a top edge playing a half-
hearted pull off Pat Cummins and
walked back with four runs off

five balls.

From there, however, it was the
Surya show all the way. The right-
hander got his second IPL century
on the back of some typically
breathtaking stroke play. He did
well to ride the storm initially
along with Varma as Cummins
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar bowled
testing deliveries before cutting
loose, hitting 12 fours and six sixes.
Cummins used just one over of
spin and the strategy didn’t work
as Surya kept finding the fence at
will. The 33-year-old brought up
his century with a six, closing out
the game in the process with 16
balls to spare.

Team

2 Rajasthan Royals

Delhi Capitals

0 w 8 Punjab Kings

9 Mumbai Indians

AV | 10 Gujarat Titans

Earlier, all eyes were on Travis
Head and Abhishek Sharma in
anticipation of another rollicking
start. Although the two left-hand-
ers weren't at their fluent best,
they managed a 56-run opening
stand. It was Jasprit Bumrah,
unsurprisingly, who provided the
breakthrough for MI by getting
Abhishek to edge to the keeper.

Anshul Kamboj, making his
IPL debut, was denied Head’s
wicket as Nuwan Thushara
dropped a sitter in the deep. But
the right-arm pacer from Haryana
struck soon after by rattling
Mayank Agarwal’s stumps. At
90/2 in the 11th over, the visitors

1 Kolkata Knight Riders = 11

3 Chennai Super Kings
4 Sunrisers Hyderabad

S = 5 lucknowSuperGiants | 1

5 A
H Royal Challengers

BCCI

P | Won | Lost | NRR | Pts
8 3 1453 16
10 8 2 0.622 | 16
1 6 5 0.700 = 12
m: 6 5  -0.065 12
6 5 -03711 @ 12
1 5 6 | -0442 10
il 4 7 -0.049 8
1 4 7 -0.187 @ 8
2 4 8 0212 8
1 4 7 -1320 8

would have been hopeful of get-
ting a formidable total. But they
ended up losing six wickets for 46
runs from there on as Pandya
(3/31) and Piyush Chawla (3/33)
delivered standout spells.

While Chawla showed his
experience by bowling a flatter
trajectory and not allowing the
batters to free their arms, Pandya
got a much-needed confidence
boost with his best bowling fig-
ures of the season.

Brief scores: Sunrisers
Hyderabad 173/8 (T Head 48; H
Pandya 3/31, P Chawla 3/33).
Mumbai Indians 174/3in 172 ovs (S
Yadav 102*). Ml won by 7 wkts.

Jadeja’s consistency a timely assurance

for India ahead of the T20 World Cup

Somshuvra Laha

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

KOLKATA: There was no whirl-
wind innings, not at least in com-
parison to what has been passing
for absurdly belligerent in this edi-
tion of the IPL. Nor did he take the
most vital wickets, Tushar Desh-
pande ticked this box by scalping
Jonny Bairstow and Rilee Ross-
ouw. Yet in grubby affairs with
middling scores, Ravindra Jadeja
stands out excelling in doing the
mundane —firefighting collapses
with balanced batting, wielding
tireless control over the ball and
throwing himself around to save
every run possible.

The last facet has long been
taken for granted. But this may be
a good time to once again point
out how significant Jadeja’s latest
uptick has been for CSK.

Wicket-taking was never his
forte. But if economy is a suitable
indicator of the difficulty to hita
bowler, Jadeja’s 7.26 sits third
among all Indian bowlers with at
least 200 balls in this IPL, behind
Jasprit Bumrah’s 6.25 and Axar
Patel’s 7.26. Taking into considera-
tion that he generally comes on
after the end of the first Powerplay,
that's a comforting statistic for any
franchise. Perhaps more for India,
going into a T20 World Cup pretty
low on the allrounder quotient
because of Shivam Dube’s relative
inexperience and Hardik Pandya’s
disappointing returns.

The possibility of Axar Patel
and Jadeja fielded in the same 11
being next to zero, this has been an
assuring preview of what can be
expected from Jadeja. None of this
should deflect from Jadeja’s actual
performance as bowler on Sunday
— wheeling away, attacking the
stumps to not allow any room till
Punjab Kings finally gave in.

The rub of green probably went

Jadeja’s way when Sam Curran
reached out for a wide ball but
couldn’t clear long-off. But entic-
ing Prabhsimran Singh into a
lofted shot with a fuller ball is what
makes Jadeja such an unpredicta-
ble bowler. Jadeja the economical
bowler is one thing, Jadeja the
wicket-taking bowler in addition
to stifling lengths becomes a differ-
entdeal. Punjab Kings got to expe-
rience that.

India will play day games at the
T20 World Cup. Which means
dew won't be a factor on slow
pitches in the US and Caribbean.
So, when you take that into factor,
Jadeja’s performance on Monday
becomes all the more indicative of
how India could stand to benefit.
This still doesn’t cover Jadeja’s bat-
ting, which statistically speaking,
doesn’t set the stage on fire.

CSK’s gamble to send him at No
4 thrice in this IPL too has had
mixed returns. But when the chips
are down, no one probably does a
better salvaging job at No 6 than
Jadeja. Jadeja knew what he
wanted to do. “The wicket was
slow, and it was expected to be
slow because it was quite warm,”
said Jadeja after CSK’s 28-run win
on Monday. “Wanted to build a
partnership. My role is to build a
partnership if we lose wickets.”

If taking three wickets on a less
responsive surface is a trait any
team would kill to possess, scoring
a26-ball 43 in an innings where no
one else crossed 32 comes a close
second. By reverting to the natural
order of things — letting Jadeja
thrive in a batting role he knows
and relishes best— CSK have not
only helped themselves come out
of aknot but also given Jadeja sim-
ulation for the upcoming T20
‘World Cup. There may not be any
dazzling array of strokes, or a bag-
ful of wickets, but trust Jadeja to
quietly get the job done.

RUNS  AGAINST WKTS

7 vs GT
Chennai

vs SRH
Hyderabad

vs LSG

Chennai

0/16

2 vs PBKS

Chennai

0/22

Dharamsala  3/20
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STRIKE RATE

WICKETS

Best eco rates for Indian bowlers in this IPL i 200 s sowien)

M ECONOMY & WKTS
263 —
222 _0_724

J Bumrah
A Patel

R Jadeja
H Brar

6.25

204 _ . 7.55
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ASHA MAKES HER
LONG-AWAITED
DEBUT COUNT IN
INDIA T201 VICTORY

Shalini Gupta
shalini.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: About 18 months
back, Kerala leg-spinner Asha
Sobhana had decided to quit
cricket and focus on her job at the
Railways. That was when BCCI
announced the much-awaited
Women'’s Premier League (WPL),
raising the career hopes of many
domestic women cricketers.

Asha made it to the Royal
Challengers Bangalore (RCB)
team even though the team did
not do well in the first season.
Much fitter and focused, Asha
was ready for WPL 2. Not only did
RCB lift the trophy, the 33-year-
old emerged as the most impress-
ive Indian leg-spinner in the tour-
nament.

And now Asha is living her
dream. She made her T20I debut
against Bangladesh in the fourth
tie of the five-match series in Syl-
het on Monday, claiming
impressive figures of 2/18. India,
who scored 122/6 in 14 overs after
the match was curtailed due to
rain, then restricted the hosts to
68/7, winning by 56 runs under
the DLS method.

The win gave India a 4-0 lead
in the series. Asha wove a web
around the opposition, trapping
Bangladesh captain Nigar Sul-
tana (1) leg before the second ball
she faced before having Shorna
Akter (5) caught behind in her
next over. After leg-break bowler
Poonam Yadav faded away some
seasons ago, it looks like India
have found an able replacement
in Asha, who can add zing to the
Indian spin attack in the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup in Bangla-
desh.

Brief scores: India 122/6 in 14
overs (H Kaur 39, R Ghosh 24, M
Akter 2/24, R Khan 2/28); B'desh
68/7in14 overs (D Sharma 2/13,
Asha Sobhana 2/18). India won
by 56 runs. (DLS)

Vote you must do today!

Everyone’s choice!

daCunha/AB/941
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The Kohli-Sunny
tangle, a reality
of Indian cricket

ast weekend, before

RCB’s home match ver-

sus Gujarat Titans, Star

Sports presenter Mayanti
Langer asked Sunil Gavaskar
about Virat Kohli’s different
approach to spin in the previous
GT-RCB game a few days ago.
Gavaskar replied, “Yes very,
very refreshing to see that.” He
then switched topics to respond
to Kohli’s comments after that
game.

Among other things in the
post-match TV interview, Kohli
had said, “All the people who
talk about strike rates and me
not playing spin well... Tam not
quite sure if you've been in that
situation yourself to sit and
speak about the game from a
box. People can talk about their
own ideas and assumptions of
the game, but those who have
done it day in (and) day out
know what’s happening” and
other such words.

Gavaskar said the clip had
been shown “half a dozen
times” and scolded Star Sports,
“For you to show the person
belittling your own commenta-
tors, 'm not sure that’s a great
thing.” He then pointed out that
commentators talked about
Kohli’s 118 strike rate (51, 43b)
versus Sunrisers Hyderabad on
April 25.

“But if you have a strike of 118
and then you get out in the 14th
or the 15th over with a strike-
rate of 118, I mean, if you want
applause for that, that’s a little
bit different... All these guys talk
about, oh we don’t care about
outside noise. Then why are you
replying to any outside noise or
whatever it is. We all played a
bit of cricket, not a lot of cricket.
We don’t have agendas. We
speak about what we see.”

But Kohli said what he said,
plus he has a bit of a history
against critical comment. Early
in his India captaincy he had
once said, “Someone who hasn't
played for the country has no
right to comment on an interna-
tional cricketer anyway. I don’t
think that has any kind of logic.
You cannot sit there and say
how you would have done
something differently when you
have not been in that situation
yourself and don’t have the
mindset of a cricketer.”

For us print/text media
underlings this latest Kohli and
SMG back and forth became a
bit of a moment. You know, how
first they came for the text peo-
ple and obviously no one spoke
up for us, the inconsequential
invisibles. Then they came for
the comm box, whose biggest
names find themselves “belit-
tled”, to use SMG’s words, but
social media for the most part
showed no support.

The comm box filled with
cricketing mega gods doesn’t
believe it belongs to the larger
entity called the “media”, so
who we are and what we say
doesn’t matter. Fact is contem-

RCB’s Virat Kohli.

porary cricket divas think of
comm box superstars as media.
They do not treat comm box
legends with consideration for
their cricketing past but mostly
as people with mikes who
offend them. That is, simply
another form of media which is
responded to with either tart
and tired “respond to critics”
trope or by blocking access to as
a means of punishment.

Indian cricket commentary
boxes, particularly the English-
speaking, have ceded much of
their freedom of speech due to
contracts with BCCI or with
host broadcasters who are
bound to BCCI. People in the
industry say that there are three
layers of freedom of expression
in Indian cricket comm boxes.
The least freedom of expression
is found in bilateral series
comm boxes in India.

BCCI runs the entire produc-
tion from logistics to selecting
commentators to controlling
content. The second layer is ICC
events and IPL, where produc-
tion is contracted to an inde-
pendent entity which produces
the feed and signs up commen-
tators. Who stretch it a bit, even
annoy a diva or two, keep but
BCCI feelings, future contracts
and social media branding in
mind. But like during Covid, this
layer can also find their status
as the game’s opinion makers
and thought leaders diluted into
a voiceless mush.

The cricket commentators
who inhabit the land of the free
and home of the brave on
Indian cricket airwaves are
those in the regional languages
which have mushroomed into a
diverse vibrancy.

Itis how Ambati Rayudu was
able to talk so frankly about
RCB in a Star Sports Hindi
show. “Jab pressure hai, koi
bada naam ka batsman koi
nahin dikhta hai RBC main - sab
young khiladi peeche khelte rehte
hain. Aur joh naami khiladi aage
jaake joh cream hain na... cake ke
oopar cream ...woh kha ke
nikalte hain. Aisa team kabhi
nahi jeet ti hai, is liye IPL nahin
jeete kabhi yeh log itne saalon
se.” (When the pressure is on,
no big name RCB batsman is
seen — it’s the young players
who will be found handling the
back end of matches. The
famous names have gone ahead
and eaten up the cream on the
game. This kind of team can
never win, this is why over so
many years they have not won
the IPL.)

In English that is an internet-
breakable offence-taking opin-
ion.

I'was surprised to learn that
diva access is not a given even
for Indian cricket rights-holding
broadcasters; they must knock
politely at the gates. Only nine
out of ten IPL captains have
given TV rights holders inter-
views this season because, well,
go figure.

PTI
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\ I was sitting and watching television with my mom... and
! saw a promo of a reality comedy showona supposedly
respectable channel... a comic was mimicking mein i
| exceptionally poor taste... | expect this from trolls and y /g ' - -
‘ faceless and nameless people but when your own industry ' 4

: Why mum Rini
feels LEMIIE ho
.. toh Rakul jaisa’

can disrespect someone who has been in the business for 1
over 25 years it speaks volumes about the times we live in... |

this doesn’t even anger me it just makes me sad! (sic) For our Mother’s Day

special series today, Rakul
Preet Singh and mum
Rini Singh recall their
days spent in the Army
cantonment and how that
shaped the actor’s
personality 02

Theapology

KETTAN SINGH'S DEFENCE
Karan sir saw the promo, not the
episode. | don't know whether he
didn't like me impersonating him
or saying something that was
offensive. | extend my apology and
won't argue. | can't point out that
it's because of the writer who
wrote the material, because it's
teamwork.

BAHUT HU/

APMAAN?

Vivek slams
Heeramandi, cast
member Sharmin gets
trolled massively

PHOTOS:

INST‘A

The mimics

DR SANKET
BHOSALE
Your intent with
impersonating
someone has to be

After Karan Johar’s
outraged Insta
Story about being
mimicked on TV, we

: . very clear. There's eeramandi: The
ask comics and celebs a very thick  not Diamond Bazaar, the
_ hOW far iS t00 far9 thin — line between lavishly mounted
: _ making fun of limited series by
someone and . . . filmmaker Sanjay Leela
JAVED AKHTAR, Rishabh Suri mimicking someone. Pak|5t3n| musician Bhansali, has been receiving
SCREENWRITER Both my wife Atif Aslamis setto mixed reviews since it started

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

People who mimicdo end Sugandha (Mishra, streaming. Recently,

make his singing

up saying alot, but| ilmmaker Karan Johar expressed comic) and | mimic . filmmaker Vivek Ranjan
wonder if their intentions hurt over being mimicked on a N\, DPeople toimpress debutin the Agnihotri took to X to criticise
are vicious. It's done for TV show, in his Insta Story, on \ them.We never use Mal aya lam film the show based on the red
fun. I've been mimicked on Sunday. Producer Ektaa R " abusive language. indust ith light district in Lahore,

radio and stage. Kabhi agar Kapoor, too, shared it, writing: Industry with a Pakistan. “Bollywood has this

paani sar se uncha ho gaya
toh nahin karenge phir woh
(upon realising). But | will
request those who mimic:
there's a limit, and never
make it vulgar.

‘Happened so many times! Ugly
humour sometimes on shows...

Social media was quick to deduce that
Johar was referring to the show Madness
Machayenge - India Ko Hasayenge, and the
actor in question was Kettan Singh, who
hosts a Koffee with Karan parody called
Coffee with Churan, on the show.

Mimicry and impersonation are a
routine feature on comedy shows, but the
filmmaker’s outcry begs the question:

Hindi song titled
Hijr. Composed by
the debutant
NandhagopanV,
the track will be
featured in the
upcoming film
Haal. “Always fun

tendency to romanticise
courtesans and brothels.
[They] have never been places
of opulence, glamour or
beauty. These are monuments
of human injustice, pain and
suffering. Is it okay to portray
slum dwellers wearing clothes
as if they are attending an
Ambani wedding?” he wrote.
Meanwhile, actor Sharmin

VIKALP MEHTA
With comedy, even
if youdon't want,
someone might get
offended. (Actor)
Ranveer Singh also
mimicked (actors)
Hrithik Roshan and

how much is too much? We talk to celebs Varun Dhawan on tosi nga beautiful Segal, who is Bhansali’s niece,
and comics on the debate. Koffee with Karan, iti ith is getting trolled for her
— and Karan ji was composrtuonwi performance as Alamzeb in

laughing then. |
went on India’s Got
Talent, Karan ji
enjoyed my mimicry
of (actor) Akshay
Kumar. An artiste
only aims to make
people laugh, but
yes, we should be
responsible.

the series. "Such bland
expressions and monotonous
acting,” wrote
@eshaanasaurus, while
@mahek_awadhiya_ said:
“Felt like she’s smiling even
when she was crying.” HTC

meaningful lyrics,”
Aslam told Rolling
StoneIndia. The
composer revealed,
“It will be a one-of-
a-kind romantic,
emotional melody.”

JAMIE LEVER
| am very mindful of where | draw the line.

| will not go overboard or ever talk about
say, Farah (Khan, choreographer) ji's kids or
husband, or make a remark on how she is
earning money. That may be a bit below
the belt. So, making fun of all that or
someone's sexual orientation... Things like
that, we have to be mindful of.

UDIT NARAYAN JHA,
SINGER

| like being mimicked.
Mimicry bhi usi artiste ki

hoti hai jo logon ke priya
hote hain. Apni-apnisoch

ki baat hai — for meiit's o

nothing to feel bad about. PHOTOS: INSTA

Won't kiss, won't tell

Nobody following the IPL closely has missed Kolkata Knight Riders' Harshit Rana’s
polarising wicket-taking celebrations. After first being fined 50% of his match fee
and then all of it (not to mention a one-match ban) for blowing flying kisses to the
batters he dismissed — Rana, on Sunday, had another of his antics coming in fans’'
notice. After getting Lucknow Super Giants' KL Rahul out, the pacer kept it quiet —
quite literally so, by shushing himself. This, fans pointed, was a response to the
penalties. Earlier, a video on X showed batter Nitish Rana playfully asking him to
repeat his celebrations for the camera. However, Harshit refused, hinting that he
was taking the penalties seriously.

Asked to get parents to
students

fewould love
to work with
Arijit Singh:
Brit band Blue

Abigail Banerji

abigail.banerji@hindustantimes.com

college, Hansra
. say,

"\‘\
,/ W g SHORTATTENDANCE NOTICE
1O NeE
-rﬂ"ﬁo j Date: 03-05-2024
This i to inform all students having less than 67 % attendance In the current semester that
they should report with their parents to the college as per the following schedule,

Aur Hansraj Walo..,
18+ hone ka kya faida jab
college me bhi parents §

Shaan on Kya Maine
Socha: 20 years on, it is
stlll one of my big hits

The OG (One Love by Blue)
was a big hit and [the Hindi

and Bipasha Basu. “We got to
hear and see the song years
ago. It was amazing, even the

[T I

7 Y. -
f ‘M

Blue’s 2002 hit, One Love,

is trending again. Social
media users have been posting
Reels with the song, forming
the letters L or O in a dramatic
flair. The four-member band,
which was formed in 2000
and comprises vocalists Simon
Webbe, Duncan James,
Antony Costa and Lee Ryan,

T he iconic British boy band

dance routine was amazing,” Abigail Banerji

says Costa, adding that a visit
to India in December is on the
cards. “We are working on our
tour dates for India and so, for
us, it’s great because we're
going to get to come back to
India and get to perform One
Love ourselves,” he adds.

Is there an Indian musician
they would want to collaborate

Bipasha Basu grooving to the

smooth tunes of Shaan’s Kya
Maine Socha, featuring One Love by
the British band Blue, is perhaps a
core memory for every Y2K kid.
While many believe the rendition
was a recreation of the boy band’s
popular track, the singer clarifies: “It

! ctors Abhishek Bachchan and

version] was a major

collaboration. Also, things

fell into place with a
feature in Rakht.

SHAAN, SINGER

are a direct translation of the
original song, and it was featured
in the 2004 movie Rakht. The

n amusing situation arose when
ADU'S Hansraj College issued a

notice recently, asking students
with low attendance to report for a
parent-teacher meeting (PTM)! A
flurry of memes followed, with many | &)
students wondering if they were still .
in school. “My parents are based in et (6
Dehradun (Uttarakhand) and can’t '
come. [ have low attendance because I work asa |
freelance model and product designer to sustain
myself. My flatmate, too, has been asked to call

too, jumped on the bandwagon  with? “Arijit Singh. We have was a collaboration. We made a singer adds, “After the 9/11 incident ESAT[EETF?S Some | his parents, and now we're considering going ra) co ndun_Llng PTH for
recently, sharing a Reel on the heard his songs. He seems Hindi version of the song around the  in the US, this song was supposed ofthecoverage | aseach other’s guardians!” says Anuj Rana, AR attendance
trend. “We are very grateful really cool. He does a lot of same time as the original released.” to be about spreading love and thatappearson | second-year student of BA (Prog). v
that this song is trending now,”  romantic songs. So, we would As the song clocks 20 years, Shaan ~ unity.” ourpagesis Principal Rama Sharma insists that the step
says Webbe. love to come back to India and recalls how he landed the The singer, who’s known for hits paid for by the was essential, more so because the admission

The band, who is currently work with other Bollywood opportunity. “Blue was touring in such as Chaand Sifarish (Fanaa, Eoncerned process is online. “We usually send out emails,

- - : A . A rands. No - . . -

touring the UK and has a new singers, or even an actor. It Asia for their single One Love. 2006), says Kya Maine Socha is still sponsored but since many students give their own email
single, In My City, coming up, would be fun,” says James. Musicians from all over Asia, a part of his gigs. “It is one of my contentdoesor | 1Ds, parents never get to know unke bachchon
collaborated with singer Shaan The band plans to set some including me from India, recorded a most popular songs. Even Simon shall appearin ki attendance low hai. We've called parents for
back in 2004 for the Hindi time aside on their India visit cover of the song,” shares the 51-year- ~ Webbe of Blue heard it and said any partof HT such meetings earlier, too, but this time the

version of the song, titled Kya

to go and explore the country. old. On the way to the studio, he

that I should go ahead and add it to

without it being

attendance has been so low that we had to issue have been doing

Maine Socha. It was also “Itis such an amazingly thought of adding a few more lines. my album, Aksar, thatI'd been declaredassuch | a notice,” she adds. the rounds
featured in the movie Rakht spiritual and lovely place,” The Hindi lyrics, Shaan explains, working on,” he ends. toourvalued online Kardete?
starring Abhishek Bachchan adds Ryan. readers. Kriti Kambiri PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM
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KUTCH AJRAKH GETS
AGITAG

Recently, the office of the
Controller General of Patents,
Designs and Trademarks
(CGPDTM) awarded

the Geographical Indication (Gl)
certificate to the traditional
artisans of Kutch Ajrakh, who
are renowned for their hand-
block printing technique. The
400-year-old craft from
Guijarat's Kutch region is

SHOW
STOPPERS

SERVED -
TENNISCORF?

concentrated in Dhamadka and Shweta Sunny . . .
Arakhpur, e Making its way from —
@hindustantimes.com \ courts to I‘unways Actor Pooja For celeb .StY|e: ' L
i follow on insta: #=3Foras:
WHEN GOOD LOOKS mid the l Hegde htcitvsh e
(BACK) FIRE prominence of and pOp culture, slipped into @htcityshowstoppers  [aj ket
A 26-year-old Italian model recently corporate core and o ) h agreen polo
revealed that he was “fired" from the old money tenniscore is the t-shirtdress
the Met Gala 2024 after reportedly aesthetic, a new for a game
stealing the spotlight from celebs trend has emerged in the neweSt tl'elld tO ace \ oftengnis
the year before. Previously a greeter world of fashion. Known as ° Model
at the event, Eugenio Casnighi tenniscore, it is a sporty fusion thls SeaSOIl Hailey
announced in a TikTok video that of athletic styles and modern PR Rhode
the organisers had disinvited him to comfort. | P~ . Baldwin
this year's gala. Last year, he went The trend’s popularity can | : Bieber poses
viral after a cameraperson became be attributed to the evolution | S inared
distracted by his beauty while of activewear and athleisure, as | 2 bomber
YouTuber Emma Chamberlain well as actor Zendaya’s recent | jacketand
interviewed singer Jennie Kim. flick, based on tennis, J n tennis skirt
Challengers. “The trend has a lot ‘ T
to do with her new movie. We're | ' '
MAKE SPF YOUR BFF spotting her almost every other \ | i s
As sunny days prevail, day rocking the tennis style,” A i ~ PHOTOS:
preventing damage to skin says designer Anvita ‘ 3 -y INSTAGRAM
from the harsh sun becomes Sharma of Delhi-based : _—
key. SolFactor, a silicone-based studio Two Point Two. Pacoste atedthe
matte sunscreen gel with SPF While it’s on the | - mcorpo;‘ leinits For an elevated tenniscore look, go for pleated E
50, can increase skin’s rise, the preppy style ‘ = prelpvp\?fnzr 2024 [ polos, tailored trousers and unstructured
defences and resistance to UV has been around for - Fall/Wi P R ; Shedding light on this, seersucker blazers
light, infrared rays and high- awhile. Tennis . collection |~ SN stylist Romi Choudhary
0q q . — [ = o R ., . o .
energy visible light (HEV). It icons such as | s  © explains, “Tennis
also protects the skin from Maria Sharapova . " Actor J; c A WY, fashion is increasingly
pollution by shielding it from and Serena Zendayaina " chooses t]‘;l ueliene Fernandez borrowing from the
free radical damage. Williams have ! custom " pink polo te tennis routeoutina | streetwear scene. Expect
Available at: long made style Loewe dress | skirtand -shirt, white tennis to see bold graphics,
cosmoandcare.com statements at with white ‘ cap oversized silhouettes and
Price: 3995 for 15ml tournaments. pumps unconventional styling
Parts of the | featuring resurgence in recent choices on and off the court.”
aesthetic can even ; yv B punc.tured fashion week collections. The sporty aesthetic is mainly
betracedbackto - s BISUNELEUEEN “This year, with brands defined by wardrobe elements such
MATTE ABOUT YOU the *90s, when il ' like Gucci and Louis as classic polo shirts, relaxed blazers,
Looking for a lightweight lipstick late Princess Vuitton coming up with pleated skirts and casual accessories.
with an airbrushed finish? The Dianaran i tenniscore pieces in their collection,
Twist and Go Matte, available in errands in style, the trend is only going to grow STYLING TIPS
20 different shades, can be your dressed from e further,” Sharma tells us. Choudhary suggests combining
answer. This long-lasting and head to toe in Echoing her thoughts, designer sporty attires with classic styles.
highly pigmented lipstick is athleisure and Jenjum Gadi adds, “The trend can During summer, one can opt for
perfect for all Indian skin tones. sporty attires. be traced back to the Fall/Winter lightweight cotton or linen pieces to
With a primer oil complex infused 2022 Miu Miu collection when feel chic and fresh all day.
with ceramides and hyaluronic THE designer Miuccia Prada set the For an edgy look, add a pleated
acid, it helps with easy gliding to INSPIRATION tennis ball rolling by giving the mini skirt and white trainers. If that’s
give you a smooth application. While the trend fashion world various looks not your thing, the tenniscore trend
Available at: served as a staple featuring polo tops and pleated looks equally chic with leggings. And
plumgoodness.com for fashion labels skirts.” if you like making a statement, style
Price: 3699 for 1.8g like Ralph Lauren But that’s not all. Tenniscore the look with retro trainers and a

back in the day, it

has found its

also takes inspiration from
everyday styles and streetwear.

Rakul's mum revals
why she quit her job
tobea homemaker

C_lasiﬁeds{tlFESTvLE}
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ASHUTOSH RANAas Ravan

HUMARE

SHANKAR MAHADEVAN, SONU NIGAM,
KAILASH KHER & ASHUTOSH RANA

LYRICS BY MUSIC COMPOSER
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RAHULL R BHUCHAR RAM KUMAR SINGH SAURABH MEHTA
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Rakul Preet Singh with mu

Akash Bhatnagar B

akash.bhatnagar@partner.hindustantimes.com

m Rini Singh

RAKULIS SO
MATURE: RINI
“"Rakul was so confident
during Miss India! | never
thought she would be
comfortable in a bikini,
but she did it well. She
was just 18, but her
thinking was so mature. |
feel proud to have given
birth to such a strong
woman. So many people
tell us, ‘Bachcha ho toh

"

Rakul jaisa"

ctor Rakul Preet Singh has
seen the image of strength
and sacrifice in her mother,
Rini Singh. In our run-up to
Mother’s Day on May 12, our special
series reflects on the bond celeb kids
share with their mums. Born and
brought up in Ambala (Punjab),
Rini did her master’s degree in
economics, followed by BEd. She
also taught professionally in school
before deciding to take up the role of
a homemaker. “Being a homemaker
is the toughest job. I don’t think this

colourful baseball cap for the
ultimate tennis girl look.
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Dr Prem Kumar Sharma (Astrologer and Vaastu expert) can be contacted at: Delhi: 011-47033152, 40532026 (Sat

ASUSHMA

HOLIDAY HOMES IN KASAULI

to Mon); Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09716145644 (Last week of every month)
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ARIES

MAR 21-APR 20

A pleasant day is foreseen
on professional and social
fronts. Property held by
you is likely to give good
returns. Someone who is watching
you closely, so watch your behaviour.
LOVE FOCUS: Love blossoms as
someone you like sends positive
signals.
LUCKY NUMBER: 2 LUCKY COLOUR:
Saffron

LEO

JUL23-AUG 23

P » Good profits are foreseen
for those in business. A
family youngster’s

N ¥ achievement will become

a feather in your cap. Plans for

acquiring a new property will fructify

soon. Popularity on the social front is
set to rise for some.

LOVE FOCUS: Those thinking of tying

the knot will find the day favourable.

LUCKY NUMBER: 18 LUCKY COLOUR: Red

SAGITTARIUS

NOV 23-DEC 21

You are likely to find the
day favourable. Students
can receive heartening
news about their
performance. You will be able to get
around your senior to take a favour.
LOVE FOCUS: It is time you
reciprocated someone’s romantic
overtures.
LUCKY NUMBER: 5 LUCKY COLOUR: Dark
Green

generation, including me, has an
iota of skills compared to our MY MUM

mums,” says Rakul. IDENTIFIED MY
The actor’s father, Col Kulvinder TALENT: RAKUL

Singh, is a retired army officer, and "My mum was the one to

Rakul insists that it is “the toughest identify my talent and

say | should act and go
for Miss India. | would
watch the pageant
diligently every year, and
one day she told me |
should apply. [ was

job to be an army officer’s wife”. “At
times, dad was posted at border
areas. We didn’t have phones back
then, but my mum was fearlessly
raising me and my brother. We
never felt that our father wasn’t

around, or our mother was scared,” tomboyish and said |
she shares. Rini adds, “I never gave wouldn't be able to doit,
myself time to think about the but she was confident.

negative. I kept myself busy and
used that time to make my kids learn
everything out there.”

Rakul goes on to recall the time
when they were in the Northeast for
four years. She says, “Dad was
posted at the Manipur border. At
that time, if we didn’t have anything
to do at home, mum would
ask us to dance or sing,
and she’d record us.
Often on
weekends, we

She went with me for my
bikini shopping. While
dad also never had any
reservations, my mum
was the one to tell him,
'It's her dream and if she
wants to do it, we should
let her"”

\.I
When my husband

would travel :

in convoys o _was posted in the
meet dad. ministry, I chose to quit
My my job and become a
doftducto homemaker. After my
involved, chilc!ren took up golf, I ])qgall
LSO taking them to the training
fearless.” Ask sessions every day for

Rini where she four to five hours.

got the courage
from, and she

says, “Sometimes,
ignorance is bliss.”

RINI SINGH, Rakul Preet

Singh's mum

TAURUS

APR 21-MAY 20

. » You will need to become
health conscious. You will
be able to impress those

N ¥ who matter at work. A

decision regarding property or some

other asset is likely to be in your
favour.

LOVE FOCUS: Lover seems eager to

please you, so enjoy all the attention!

LUCKY NUMBER: 6 LUCKY COLOUR:

Brown

VIRGO

AUG 24-SEP 23

» Someone will help you in
j discovering your worth at
. work. This is a good time
to book an apartment or a
flat. People are likely to help you out
on the social front.

LOVE FOCUS: You will have to take the
initiative in making the evening
exciting.

LUCKY NUMBER: 2 LUCKY COLOUR:
Purple

CAPRICORN

DEC22-JAN 21

You may need to do some
quick thinking on the
financial front. Someone
may seek your advice on
the professional front. Those living in
a joint family are likely to feel
cornered.
LOVE FOCUS: A blissful time is
foreseen for those newly married.
LUCKY NUMBER: 4 LUCKY COLOUR:
Silver

GEMINI

MAY 21-JUN 21

This is certainly not the
day to implement your
ideas on the home front
without the consent of
others. An excellent opportunity on
the social front could present itself.
LOVE FOCUS: Your love life can
experience some hiccups.
LUCKY NUMBER: 1 LUCKY COLOUR:
Cream

LIBRA

SEP 24-0CT 23

A » Money coming from an
1 | unexpected source will
= < delight you. Praise is in
e ¥ store for some at work.
You may enjoy a vacation. A property
decision may go in your favour.
LOVE FOCUS: Things brighten up on
the romantic front.

LUCKY NUMBER: 4 LUCKY COLOUR:
Magenta

AQUARIUS

JAN 22-FEB 19

» Consistent performance
. will pave the way for
. promotion. You can be
invited as a guest to an
event. Your desire to come into the
limelight will be fulfilled. Travel stars
burn bright.

LOVE FOCUS: You can plan a quiet
evening with lover.

LUCKY NUMBER: 2 LUCKY COLOUR: Blue

CANCER

JUN 22-JUL 22

A » Those trying to start a
new venture will find the

& going smooth. You will be

N ¥ able to adjust better to a

new set-up on the work front.

Changes on the home front may be

initiated.

LOVE FOCUS: Your aspirations are

likely to be fulfilled.

LUCKY NUMBER: 4 LUCKY COLOUR: Dark

Blue

SCORPIO

OCT 24-NOV 22

You may need to reinvest
. your money in something
more lucrative. It is time
you brought stability in
your professional life. A lucrative
property deal materialises. An
invitation to an event is likely.
LOVE FOCUS: Newlyweds will gain a
better understanding of each other.
LUCKY NUMBER: 17 LUCKY COLOUR:
Orange

PISCES

FEB 20-MAR 20

» You can be asked to speed
. up pending projects at
- work. Give your
attention to a family
youngster. Meeting old friends is on
the cards. Someone may invite you on
avacation.

LOVE FOCUS: Nearness of lover may
ignite passion.

LUCKY NUMBER: 8 LUCKY COLOUR: Dark
Grey
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This Akshay Tritiya usher in abundance
with GlamDays, our range of modern daily
wear jewellery inspired by the latest designs

from around the world.
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Gear up for a drive like never before.

Avail exciting benefits on your favourite Hyundai car.

Benefits made just for you

Cash benefits up to” Exchange Pride of India / Corporate | Total benefits up to”
i20 335000 310 000 345 000
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Warranty”
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The biggest risk is not taking any risk... In a world
that is changing really quickly, the only strategy
‘that is guaranteed to fail is not taking risks.
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DRILLS

CISCE results: Pass percentage in Class 10, 12

board exams rises; mer

NEW DELHI: Girls outshone boys yet
again in Class 10 (ICSE) and Class 12
board (ISC) exams conducted by the
Council for the Indian School Certifi-
cate Examinations (CISCE), while the
pass percentage in both the exams
recorded an increase.

The results were announced Mon-
day morning. The board also discon-
tinued the practice of issuing merit
lists from this year to avoid
unhealthy competition among stu-
dents.

Students celebrate their results in Gurugram
on Monday PTI

TACTICAL
NUCLEAR

NORRIS
WINS

TITLE IN
MIAMI

MAIDEN F1

Lando Norris won the first Formula

One race of his career with a shock

victory over world champion

Max Verstappen in the Miami

Grand Prix on Sunday.
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it lists discontinued

The Class 10 pass percentage is
99.47, while it is 98.19 in Class 12. Last
year, the respective pass percentage
was 98.94 and 96.93.

“In Class 10, the pass percentage of
boys is 99.31% while that of girls is
99.65%. Similarly, boys have achieved
a pass percentage of 97.53% in Class
12 exams while the pass percentage of
girls stood at 98.92%,” CISCE chief
executive and secretary Joseph
Emmanuel said.

“We have discontinued the prac-
tice of issuing merit lists for board
exams from this year. The move is
aimed at avoiding unhealthy compe-
tition among students,” he added.
The CBSE had last year stopped the
practice of announcing merit lists for
the both these board classes.

During the pandemic, when board
exams were not conducted due to
closure of schools and students were
marked using alternative evaluation
methods, both CBSE and CISCE had
not issued any merit list. However,
the practice was resumed after the
schools reopened. PTI

Polling in 93 LS seats
today; Modi, Shah to
vote in Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD/BENGALURU: Voting will
be held in 93 constituencies spread
over 11 states and Union Territories
on Tuesday in the third phase of Lok
Sabha polls, with stakes being high
for the BJP which had won an over-
whelming majority of these seats,
including all in Gujarat, Karnataka,
Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, in the
last election. Over 1,300 candidates,
including around 120 women, are in
the fray. The bigwigs are Union min-
isters Amit Shah (Gandhinagar),
Jyotiraditya Scindia (Guna), Man-
sukh Mandaviya (Porbandar), Par-
shottam Rupala (Rajkot), Pralhad
Joshi (Dharwad) and SP Singh Baghel
(Agra). PM Modi and Shah, who were
expected to arrive in Gujarat on Mon-
day night, will cast their vote at
booths in Ahmedabad city under the
Gandhinagar Lok Sabha seat.  pm

Manvi Singh,

Class 11, Ryan International School, Greater Noida

| aspire to be an interior designer, bringing creative
vision to spaces. | like to transform simple places
into aesthetically pleasing rooms.

10 Ahmedabad
schools get emails
threatening blasts

AHMEDABAD: On the eve of Lok Sabha
elections in Ahmedabad, as many as
10 schools here received an email on
Monday threatening bomb blasts,
though a police statement said this
was a hoax as searches failed to
unearth anything suspicious.

After being alerted, police as well
as bomb detection and disposal
squad, dog squad and Crime Branch
teams reached these schools and con-
ducted a thorough search, a state-
ment by Ahmedabad City Crime
Branch informed.

“No explosives were found during
the search operation. Our teams are
patrolling these areas and technical
surveillance has also been initiated
about the sender of the email. We
appeal to people not to panic and to
stay away from rumours. This threat
was a hoax,” the statement said. P

on Sunday

Max temp settles at 40.7°C; partly cloudy skies predicted

NEW DELHI: The maximum temperature in
Delhi on Monday settled at 40.7 degrees Cel-
sius (°C), a notch above normal, the India

Meteorological Department said.

The relative humidity oscillated between

23% and 59% during the day, it said.

The weather office has forecast partly
cloudy skies for Tuesday, with the possibility
of a dust storm and thunderstorm accompa-
nied by gusty winds with speeds of 35 to 45

kmph expected toward the night.

The maximum and minimum temperatures
are likely to settle at 42 and 25°C, respectively.

Delhi logged its hottest day of the year on
Sunday, clocking a maximum temperature of
41.1°C, which was two degrees above normal
and a one degree rise from the day before,
according to the India Meteorological Depart-

ment (IMD).

A mirage appears on the Kartavya Path amid sweltering

pT/HTC  heatin the national capital on Monday ANI

First-time voters in city at 2.43 lakh: Poll body

NEW DELHI: The number of first-time voters in
Delhi has risen to 2.43 1akh, the Chief Electoral
Officer’s office said on Sunday, citing the latest

data. The final electoral roll pub-
lished on January 22 had shown a
significant increase in the number of
first-time voters in Delhi to 1.47 lakh
it said in a statement.

“The latest data reveals a remarka- |
ble increase from 1,47,074 (1.47 lakh) *

to approximately 2.43 lakh first-time A model of the EVM
voters enlisted in the voting list. The outside the Election
CEO (Chief Electoral Officer) hoped Commission (ECI)

the effective implementation of voter awareness
campaigns, targeting the youth demographic,”

1t added. The concerted efforts of Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) activities

youth voter registration across
Delhi, the poll body said.

|| SVEEP activities have been held
“l on a large scale, encompassing
initiatives such as street plays,
drawing, painting and essay-writ-
ing competitions, slogan contests

that the final figure would increase office inNew Delhi prifiLe and voter awareness rallies across

up to approximately 2.50 lakh after

publication of the supplementary electoral

roll,” the Delhi poll body said.

“This achievement stands as a testament to

RYAN INT’L, FBD, ORGANISES

ACHIEVERS' ASSEMBLY FOR

STUDENTS OF GRADES 6 TO 8

To appreciate its star
performers’ year-long
efforts for the session
2023-24, Ryan Interna-

tional School, Faridabad, organised Achievers'
Assembly for the students of Grades 6-8, which
was just an extension to round-the-clock holistic
development of students, as per the vision of
Ryan Group of Institutions chairman AF Pinto and
managing director Grace Pinto. The guests for
the event were Vineet Vohra, head (CSR activi-

ties) at Give Me Trees Trust, who has done

profound work in tree plantation and other
green activities, and Praggya Sharmaa, secretary

general, Aqua Foundation, New Delhi. >P2

various districts.
These have not only fostered awareness but
also instilled a sense of responsibility and partic-
ipation among young voters, it added. PTI

WORD POWER

Entourage

Ahn-too-rahzh (Noun)

Meaning: A group of attendants or associ-
ates, as of a person of ran orimportance.

Origin: First recorded in 1825-35; from French,
equivalent to entour ( er) to surround (deriva-
tive of entour around, equivalent toenin +
tour circuit; tour) + -age -age.

Synonyms: Associates, attendants,
companions, company, court, courtiers, escort

Antonyms: Leader

Usage: The court and the royal entourage
were the great centres of power.

Lando Norris celebrates on the podium
at the Miami International Autodrome

LOOK TO
SEIZE
MOMENT
IN SEMI-
FINAL

AFP

Kylian Mbappe

Macron presses
China's Xi on Ukraine,
trade at Paris summit

PARIS: French President Emmanuel
Macron on Monday pressed Xi Jin-
ping to coordinate closely with
Europe in the face of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine and accept fair global trade
rules as the Chinese leader began a
state visit to France. Xi’s first visit to
Europe since 2019 will also see him
hold talks in Serbia and Hungary. Xi
has said he wants to find peace in
Ukraine even if analysts do not expect
major changes in Chinese policy. But
his choice of France as the sole major
European power on his itinerary indi-
cates the importance the leader of the
one-party Communist state of more
than 1.4 billion people accords to
Macron as an EU powerbroker over
two years into Russia’s invasion. Arp

Death toll from
Brazil rainfall rises to
78, many still missing

PORTO ALEGRE/CANOAS/SAO PAULO:
The death toll from heavy rains that
have caused flooding in Brazil’s south-
ern state of Rio Grande do Sul has
risen to at least 78, local authorities
said on Sunday, with more than
1,15,000 people displaced. President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva arrived in
Rio Grande do Sul on Sunday morn-
ing with most members of his Cabinet
to discuss rescue and reconstruction
efforts with local authorities.
“Bureaucracy will not stand in our
way, stopping us from recovering the
state’s greatness,” Lula said at a press
conference. “It is a war scenario, and
will need post-war measures,” state
governor Eduardo Leite added. ReuTers

Meryl Streep to
receive honorary
Palme d'Or at Cannes

PARIS: Meryl Streep will receive an
honorary Palme d’Or at the opening
ceremony of the Cannes Film Festival
on May 14, organisers said Thursday.
Streep, 74, is one of the most feted
actors in Hollywood history, with a
record 21 Oscar nominations and
three wins. Her career has run the
gamut of modern classics, from dra-
mas such as The Deer Hunter, Out of
Africa and Kramer vs Kramer to fam-
ily favourites like The Devil Wears
Prada and Mamma Mial. AFP
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Ryan International School, Faridabad, organises

Achievers’ Assemb

To appreciate its star performers’
year-long efforts for the academic
session 2023-24, Ryan International
School, Faridabad, organised Achiev-
ers’ Assembly for the students of
Grades 6-8, which is just an extension
to round-the-clock holistic develop-
ment of students, as per the vision of
Ryan Group of Institutions chairman
AF Pinto and managing director
Grace Pinto. It was also an apt occa-
sion to culminate the ongoing week-
long Earth Day celebrations.

The distinguished guests for the
event were Vineet Vohra, head (CSR
Activities) at Give Me Trees Trust,
who has done profound volunteering
work in tree plantation and other
green activities, and Praggya Shar-
maa, secretary general, Aqua Foun-
dation, New Delhi.

Both of them were welcomed and
felicitated by school principal Peeya
Sharma with potted plants, as per the
Ryan tradition.

The day’s proceedings commenced
with Lord’s prayer and Bible reading,
followed by a special thanksgiving
prayer in the name of Lord Jesus.
Soulful praise & worship songs were
sung by the school choir.

Students warmly welcomed the
guests as well as the parents with
their loving words in different lan-
guages, spreading warmth and effer-
vescence all around.

Young Ryanites presented a
thought-provoking skit on conserva-
tion of trees and forests, promoting
awareness about conservation of
Earth, which is the need of the hour,
wishing to be the change they want to
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RYAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Faridabad
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be. It was appreciated by one and all
in the audience. In addition, they also
presented a breathtaking dance per-
formance with the tag line- ‘Dharti
Kya Bole’, conveying the message of
conservation of Earth and its resour-
ces. It left the entire audience spell-
bound.

The guests felicitated the achievers
of the previous session with awards
in various categories like academics,
dance, leadership, mathematics,
technology, art and craft, avid reader

Students conveyed the message of the cons

etc, besides the most coveted Ryan
Prince and Princess awards.

They congratulated all the achiev-
ers and wished them success in all
their future endeavors. Later during
the day, students got an opportunity
to interact with the distinguished
guests. It was an inspirational ses-
sion for students who excitedly
posed their questions to the guests,
learning from their success stories
and inspirational anecdotes.

In her address, the principal con-
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ervation of Earth & its resources through a skit and a dance performance

students of Grades 6-8

gratulated the winners and
applauded their hard work and unde-
terred will to succeed.

The principal asked the parents to
render their unconditional love, sup-
portand encouragement to the their
wards to help them grow into vibrant
and dynamic personalities with a
positive outlook.

The assembly concluded with the
vote of thanks for the guests and par-
ents, followed by the singing of the
school song.

NEW DELHI
TUESDAY
MAY 07, 2024

St. Lawrence Public Sr. Sec. School,
Dilshad Garden, conducts assembly

Under the guidance of RPM Group of
Schools managing director Inder
Malik, St. Lawrence Public Senior
Secondary School, Dilshad Garden,
conducted an important assembly for
the students of Class 10. The event
was meticulously curated to delve
into profound themes encompassing
values and rituals, serving as a plat-
form for students to showcase their
multifaceted talents. The event wit-
nessed various performances, ran-
ging from captivating song renditions
to thought-provoking skits, eliciting
zealous participation from all .

The school also invited parents to
partake in assembly proceedings.
Their presence not only enriched the
event but also provided an avenue for
them to contribute valuable insights
and perspectives. Inder Malik seized
the opportunity to impart valuable

The assembly served as a platform for students to

i - %
showcase their multifaceted talents

parenting advice, enlightening the
gathering with his profound wisdom.

RD Rajpal School, Dwarka, celebrates
Earth Day by organising a special assembly

RD Rajpal School, Dwarka, cele-
brated Earth Day with a special
assembly aimed at raising awareness
about environmental conservation
and sustainable practices.

The event brought together stu-
dents & teachers to highlight the
importance of protecting Earth. Stu-
dents showcased their talents
through various activities such as
speeches, songs, poetry and dance,
conveying powerful messages about
environmental stewardship. The
event had a profound impact on the
school community, fostering a deeper
understanding of environmental

The event aimed at raising awareness
about environmental conservation

challenges and empowering students
to take meaningful action. In the end,
the school took a ‘Save Earth’ pledge.

Jesus and Mary School, New Delhi, organises
the investiture ceremony for its junior wing

Jesus and Mary School, New Delhi,
organised the investiture ceremony
for its junior wing with enthusiasm.
The event, a significant milestone,
was a testament to the school’s com-
mitment to nurturing leadership
qualities in its students.

Attended by students, teachers,
and parents alike, the ceremony was
a grand affair. During the ceremony,
young leaders were bestowed with
badges, symbolizing their roles and
responsibilities in school.

Those leaders, elected by their
peers, demonstrated outstanding
qualities of leadership, responsibility,
and integrity. Addressing the gather-
ing, principal Sr. Gracy Paul empha-

sized the importance of leadership
and encouraged the newly appointed
leaders to uphold the values of the
school and serve as role models for
their peers.

The ceremony was not only a
moment of pride for the newly
appointed leaders but also a
reminder of the school’s commit-
ment to holistic education, focusing
not only on academic excellence but
also on the development of essential
life skills and values. As those young
leaders take on their new roles, they
embark on a journey of growth,
responsibility, and service, promising
to make a positive difference in their
school and the community.

The event showed the school’s commitment to nurturing leadership qualities in its students

Students of VSPK Int’l School, Rohini, secure
the first position in inter-school competition

Under the guidance of chairman SK
Gupta and manager Pramila Gupta,
Class 10C students Harvish and
Apoorv from VSPK International
School, Rohini, secured the first posi-
tion in an inter-school competition.

Their outstanding achievement
was in the website designing for
“Tech for Good’, an event organised at
St. Margaret School. Displaying their
talent and dedication, they show-
cased their prowess in technology
and creativity.

The winners and their mentors
were congratulated for that remarka-
ble accomplishment.

Students showcased their prowess in
technology and creativity

Students of Bal Bhavan Int'l School, Sector 12,
Dwarka, conduct special assembly on Earth Day

The students of Bal Bhavan Interna-
tional School, Sector 12, Dwarka, cele-
brated Earth Day by conducting a
special assembly on the topic of this
year’s theme ‘Planet vs. Plastics’,
painting the canvas in the hues of
green and blue. The assembly was
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Students inspired their peers to join the
movement for a cleaner and plastic-free planet

creatively and thoughtfully presented
by students.

Through skits, pledge, and per-
formances, they took a stand against
plastic pollution, showing that small
actions can and will have a big
impact. They inspired their peers to
join the movement for a cleaner and
plastic-free planet.

Students also indulged in a variety
of activities that aimed at creating
awareness about the ways to help
save Earth. The activities ranged
from simple Earth Day crafts to scav-
enger hunt of things that make Earth
happy or sad, to a Hopscotch aimed
at suggesting ways to save the planet
to a rally and an enactment to save
the endangered species. The day
made everyone realize the fact that
Earth has a right to live a healthy life.

St. Mark’s Sr. Sec. Public School, Meera Bagh, organises painting contest on theme ‘Planet vs. Plastic

To instil a sense of responsibility in
the younger generation, St. Mark’s
Senior Secondary Public School,
Meera Bagh, partnered with HT
PACE to organise a painting competi-
tion on the theme ‘Planet vs. Plastic.’
The students from Grades 7, 8 and 10
unleashed their creativity, crafting
compelling artworks that vividly por-
trayed the encroaching menace of
plastic pollution on our planet.

Their artworks served as powerful
reminders of the urgent need for
action to protect and preserve Earth.
Besides instilling environmental
awareness in students, the event also
proved to be a platform for nurturing
artistic talent.

Through that impactful initiative,
the school sensitized young minds to
their role as stewards of the environ-
ment, sparking a newfound commit-

ment to safeguarding Earth for gen-
erations to come. The students who
won the first prize in the competition
were -- Harneet Singh (Class 10B),
Sehirah Sharma (Class 8G) and
Chhavi Ronchiya (Class 7C).

Earth was created for all life forms,
not just humans. Yet our indifference
and careless attitude has brought us
to the brink of environmental catas-
trophe.
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Artworks crafted by the students portrayed the
encroaching menace of plastic pollution on Earth
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words
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Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to the
riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Much learning does not teach ___.- Heraclitus (13)
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Place numbers into
the puzzle cells so
that each row and
column contains each

8+

of the digits from 1to
5.No number is to be
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column. Each bold-out

3+

24 x

lined cells contain a hint
of a number and one of
the mathematical sym-
bols + x - /. The number
is the result of the

4x

8+ operation represent-
ed by the symbol to the

digits contained.
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INDIA'S LARGEST QUIZZING PLATFORM
IS HERE TO PICK YOUR BRAIN!

Scan the QR code or head to

https://htschool.hindustantimes.com/

communities/Quizverse to win exciting vouchers!

Mr. Sharma employs two men, Soman and Boman as
helpers in his office. He offers both a salary of ¥20,000
per year. He decides to pay them their dues every six
months. He promises to raise their salary either by
3,000 per year, or ¥1,000 every six months giving

them the choice.

Amrita Bharati Features

Soman opts for a
raise of ¥3,000 per
year, while Boman
says he will accept
the six-monthly
increase of ¥1,000.
At the end of the
fourth year, who do
you think will gain
more?
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Israel strikes Rafah after
evacuation order: Residents

Reuters

RAFAH, GAZA STRIP: Israel’s military
carried out airstrikes in Rafah on
Monday, residents said, hours after
Israel told Palestinians to evacuate
parts of the southern Gaza city where
more than a million people uprooted
by the war have been sheltering.

Fears are growing of a full-blown
assault in Rafah, long threatened by
Israel, against holdouts of the Pales-
tinian militant group Hamas as cease-
fire talks in Cairo stall.

There was no immediate comment
from Israel, which Hamas-affiliated
Al-Agsa TV said had targeted areas in
eastern Rafah near neighbourhoods
given evacuation orders.

Instructed by Arabic text messages,
phone calls, and flyers to move to
what the Israeli military called an
“expanded humanitarian zone” 20 km
away, some Palestinian families began
trundling away under chilly spring
rain. Some piled children and posses-
sions onto donkey carts, while others
left by pick-up or on foot through
muddy streets.

A senior Hamas official said the
evacuation order was a “dangerous
escalation” that would have conse-
quences. “The US administration,
alongside the occupation, bears
responsibility for this terrorism,” the
official, Sami Abu Zuhri, told Reuters.

Aid agencies have warned that the
evacuation order will lead to an even
worse humanitarian disaster in the
crowded coastal enclave of 2.3 million
people. “Forcing over a million dis-
placed Palestinians from Rafah to
evacuate without a safe destination is
not only unlawful but would lead to
catastrophic consequences,” British
charity ActionAid said.

Israel’s military said it had urged
residents of Rafah to evacuate in a
“limited scope” operation. It gave no
specific reasons nor did it say if offen-
sive action might follow.

Nick Maynard, a British surgeon
trying to leave Gaza on Monday, said
in a voice message from the Gaza side
of the Rafah crossing into Egypt: “Two
huge bombs have just gone off imme-
diately outside the crossing. There’s a

Palestinians flee from the eastern side of Rafah after the Israeli army orders
them to evacuate ahead of a military operation on Monday. Ap

lot of gunfire as well about 100 meters
from us. We are very unclear whether
we will get out.”

“Driving through Rafah, the tension
was palpable with people evacuating
as rapidly as they could.”

‘Biggest catastrophe’

Witnesses said the areas in and
around Rafah where Israel wants to
move people are already crowded
with little room for more tents. “The
biggest genocide, the biggest catastro-
phe will take place in Rafah. I call on
the whole Arab world to interfere for
a ceasefire - let them interfere and
save us from what we are in,” said
Aminah Adwan, a displaced Palestin-
ian. Israel has been threatening to
launch incursions in Rafah, which it
says harbours thousands of Hamas
fighters and potentially dozens of hos-
tages. Victory is impossible without
taking Rafah, it says.

The prospect of a high-casualty
operation worries Western powers
and neighbouring Egypt, which is try-
ing to mediate a new round of truce
talks between Israel and Hamas under
which the Palestinian Islamist group
might free some hostages.

But an unnamed “high-level”
source was quoted by Egypt’s state-af-
filiated Al Qahera news TV as saying
on Monday that talks had hit an
impasse since Hamas attacked the

Kerem Shalom crossing into Gaza on
Sunday, killing four Israeli soldiers.

The Rafah plan has opened an unu-
sually public rift between Israel and
Washington, which has repeatedly
warned its ally not to attack the city
because of civilian casualties.

An Israeli broadcaster, Army
Radio, said the evacuations were
focused on a few peripheral districts
of Rafah, from which people would be
directed to tent cities in nearby Khan
Younis and Al Muwassi.

In an overnight aerial attack on
Rafah, Israeli planes hit 10 houses,
killing 20 people and wounding sev-
eral, medical officials said. The Israeli
military said it had attacked the site of
Sunday’s mortar launch that killed the
four Israeli soldiers as well as a group
of gunmen.

“Our just war in Gaza continues
with the exact same goals: the release
of all hostages and the defeat of
Hamas,” Israeli Foreign Minister
Israel Katz said on Monday on X.

More than 34,700 Palestinians have
been killed and more than 78,000
have been wounded in Israel’s assault,
according to Gaza’s health ministry.

The United Nations has accused
Israel of denying aid to Gazans, with
World Food Programme head Cindy
McCain saying in an interview that
there was already “full-blown famine”
in the north of the territory.
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to be on till September 22.

Tony Cragg with his artwork, Industrial Nature, at the Castle Howard

MINDSCAPE

Multi-layered, large-scale creations of interna-
tionally renowned sculptor Sir Tony Cragg are
now on show at the Castle Howard, that dates
back to the 18th century and is one of Britain's
historic stately country houses. The Liverpool-
born and Wuppertal (Germany)-based artist's
works that are on view include 18 indoor pieces
(along with 14 works on paper) and 10 exterior
creations. The exhibition, the first major event
of its kind by a leading contemporary artist to
be held in the house and grounds of Castle
Howard, opened on May 3 and is scheduled

grounds =
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Putin orders tactical nuclear weapons drills on eve of his new term

Bloomberg

resident Vladimir Putin

ordered Russia’s military to

carry out combat drills involv-

ing tactical nuclear weapons,
ramping up his confrontation with the
West just a day before his inaugura-
tion for a fifth term.

The army will carry out exercises in
southern Russia to “practice the prep-
aration and use of non-strategic
nuclear weapons,” the defence minis-
try said in a Telegram statement on

Monday. The drills involving air and
naval forces are being held in
response to “provocative statements
and threats made by certain Western
officials,” it said.

Putin has at times brandished the
threat of nuclear weapons since his
February 2022 invasion of Ukraine,
which borders southern Russia. In
October, Russia rehearsed its ability to
deliver a “massive” retaliatory nuclear
strike, including with the launch of
ballistic and cruise missiles.

In February, the Russian leader

warned the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization it risked a nuclear con-
flict if the alliance were to send troops
to Ukraine.

The US and Europe “must under-
stand that we also have weapons that
can hit targets on their territory and
that all this really threatens a conflict
with the use of nuclear weapons, and
therefore the destruction of civiliza-
tion,” Putin said in his annual state-of-
the-nation address.

That threat came after French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron refused to

TR LY YTIdNA May 7 >> from the archives of the Hindustan Times
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India to become Republic in six months

BERNE - "India may be declared a
sovereign, independent Republic
in four, five or six months from
now," said Pandit Nehru here
today.

The Indian Prime Minister,
who was addressing a Press
conference of over 60 Swiss
and foreign correspondents,
expressed satisfaction with the
results of the London Conference
of Commonwealth Premiers.

India, Pandit Nehru empha-
sized, with her background of
peace, wanted to maintain friend-

{ STREET PARALYSED.

' OFFIOIAL NEWSPAPER OUT:
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ly relations with all countries and,
if possible, serve as a "friendly
bridge for understanding."

~ "Unless the racial problem is
solved and colonial exploitation
ended once for all, we are going to

have upheavals and
" conflicts," the Prime Minister
warned.

"Freedom and racial equality,"
Pandit Nehru said, "are the essen-
tial pre-requisites for the peaceful
solution of our major problems."
This alone, he added, could lead up
to the l.arger sphere of co-opera-

‘England, to-day, - is like a
beleagured city. Very few trains
_are running,- and foreign steam-
'ship companies are suspending
 their services to British ports.

© Transport services have been
suspended, and amazing scenes
resulted in London from the
absence of the normal means of
transit, and roads leading to West
nd and city were so congested
at traffic could only move at a

tion and collaboration in
the world, which might
ultimately lead to some
sort of a one world idea.

"T have little doubt that
Africa will also affect
world affairs very
greatly," he added.

The Prime Minister =
disclosed that the Indian ™
Constituent Assembly due *
to meet in about ten days'
time would sit from day to
day to finish the remaining
one-third of the constitution.

Fleet street paralysed: “Times" reduced to one pége

snail's space. ;

The newspaper world is more
or less paralysed. An official
newspaper has been issued.

It is a four-sheet paper, with
inside pages blank. “The
Times" is reduced typescript on
both sides. to A single sheet of
foolscap with typescript on both
sides.

The police surrounded 'The
Daily ‘Herald" offices, stopped

rule out sending troops to Ukraine,
even as the idea was rebuffed by other
Nato allies. Macron on Monday is
hosting Chinese President Xi Jinping,
who despite growing diplomatic and
economic ties with Russia, has

warned Putin against the use of

nuclear weapons.

Putin later played down the threat
that Russia and the West were head-
ing toward a nuclear war, telling the
state-run RIA Novosti news service on
March 13 that there’s never been a
need to use tactical nuclear weapons
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machines and seized all papers.

POLICE RAID "DAILY
HERALD" OFFICES.
London, May 6 - A cordon
“of police surrounded "The
Daily Herald" offices while a
special strike edition was being
printed, stopped the machines
and seized all papers which
were removed to Scotland
Yard. —Reuter

"already been through an

profit.

in Ukraine and the thought had never
crossed his mind.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
on Monday blamed Macron and UK
foreign secretary David Cameron for
sparking “an unprecedented spike in
tensions,” RIA Novosti reported. Cam-
eron last week said Ukraine had the
right to use weapons it receives from
Britain to strike Russia.

The Russian president plans to
travel to China for talks with Xi next
week. Putin’s inauguration will take
place at the Kremlin on Tuesday,

extending his almost quarter-century
rule over Russia for a further six years
after he gained 87% support in a
tightly controlled March election in
which he faced no serious competi-
tion.

Russia has been trying to advance
against embattled Ukrainian forces
this year, bolstered by an advantage in
ammunition. Supplies of munitions
and weapons are starting to flow
again to Kyiv’s troops after the US
approved a long-delayed $61 billion
aid package last month.

My eXperiments with truth-

(BY M. K. GANDHI)

The following a farther instal-

MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH.

CEY M, K. GANDHI]

ment of Mahatma Gandhi's
autobiography:

Though I'hired chambers
in the Fort and a house in
Girgaum, God would not let
me settle down. Scarcely had
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few days, when amy second
son Manilal, who had

acute attack of small-pox
- years ago, had a severe
attack of typhoid, combined -
with pneumonia and signs of deliri-

The doctor was called in. He
'said” medicine would have little

- effect, but that eggs and chicken

broth might be given with

Manilal was only ten years
old then. Consulting his wishes
was out of the question. Being his
guardian, I had to decide. The
doctor was a very good Parsi. I told
him that we were all vegetarians
and that I could not possibly give
either of the two things to my son.
Would he therefore recommend

-
‘"I.:l'ﬂd was ooly lep years old then,
Cogeulting iy wibss was o6l of the
question.
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something else? -

SON'S LIFE IN DANGE

“Your son's life is in danger”
said the good doctor. “We could *
give him milk diluted with water,

but that will not give him

L EPFA enough nourishment. As you

know I am called in by many
Hindu families, and they do not
object to anything I prescribe i
think you also will be-well advised
not to be so hard on your son."

'What you say is quite right,'
said I. 'As a doctor you could not do
otherwise. But my responsibility is
very great.

ON FRIDAYS .
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Healthy lifestyle could counter
genetic risk of shorter life; Study

Researchers have found four
factors to make up the most
favourable lifestyle
combination —— not
smoking, regular physical
activity, adequate nightly
sleep and a healthy diet.

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: Adopting a healthy lifes-
tyle could counter the effects of life-
shortening genes by more than 60%,
according to new research published
in the British Medical Journal Evi-
dence-Based Medicine.

Researchers found four factors to
make up the most favourable lifestyle
combination — not smoking, regular
physical activity, adequate nightly
sleep and a healthy diet.

The team, including researchers
from Zhejiang University School of
Medicine, China, found that while
genes and lifestyle together impact a
person’s lifespan, an unhealthy lifes-
tyle could heighten the risk of dying

l L

-

Researchers have found that starting a healthy lifestyle at the age of 40 years
could enhance life expectancy by roughly 5.5 years in those having a high

genetic risk of a shorter lifespan.

prematurely by 78%, regardless of
their genetic inclinations.

However, “the genetic risk of a
shorter lifespan or premature death
might be offset by a favourable lifes-
tyle by approximately 62%”, the
authors wrote.

The researchers analysed the data
of more than 3.5 lakh adults,

SHUTTERSTOCK

recruited to the UK Biobank between
2006 and 2010, and whose health was
tracked up until 2021. Each partici-
pant’s genetic predisposition to
longer or shorter lifespan was arrived
at using polygenic risk score (PRS).
Lifestyle factors including diet and
sleep habits were also studied.

The authors found that starting a

healthy lifestyle at the age of 40 years
could enhance life expectancy by
roughly 5.5 years in those having a
high genetic risk of a shorter lifespan.

They added that given how lifestyle
habits tend to be cemented before
middle age, measures taken to
address the effects of life-shortening
genes are needed before then.

The researchers also found that
regardless of lifestyle, individuals
having genes favouring a shorter
lifespan were 21% more likely to die
early than those having genes favour-
ing a long life.

Further, the combination of life-
shortening genes and unfavourable
lifestyle could place an individual
twice as likely to die compared to one
having both long-life genes and a
favourable lifestyle.

“This study elucidates the pivotal
role of a healthy lifestyle in mitigat-
ing the impact of genetic factors on
lifespan reduction,” the authors
wrote.

The team acknowledged that Euro-
pean ancestry of the participants
could limit applying the findings to a
wider population. Further, being an
observational study, no causal links
could be established, they said.

Scientists discover possible hammerhead

A hammerhead shark swims at Galapagos

Reserve’s WolfIsland REUTERS

Reuters

QUITO : A team of researchers has
discovered a potential breeding
ground for smooth hammerhead
sharks off an island in Ecuador’s
Galapagos archipelago, in what
would be a “very rare” sighting, the
national park said in a statement on
Thursday.

The so-called “nursery” would be
the first breeding site for smooth
hammerheads, or Sphyrna zygaena,

in the Galapagos if confirmed, the
park said.

The smooth hammerhead is one
of nine known species of hammer-
head shark. It is considered “vulner-
able” on the International Union for
Conservation of Nature’s list of
threatened species.

Scientists on a Greenpeace expe-
dition toured the Galapagos Marine
Reserve several weeks ago, spotting
a young female hammerhead off of
Isabela Island, the Galapagos’ larg-

r's Galapagos

est island, and tagging her.
Researchers will continue to moni-
tor the shark to confirm that she was
in a breeding area.

The Galapagos Islands with its
unique wildlife was critical to Brit-
ish scientist Charles Darwin’s theory
of evolution.

It is home to many species not
found elsewhere such as giant tor-
toises, flightless cormorants and
marine iguanas.Many are also in

danger of extinction.
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Smoke from illegal fires lit by farmers rises in Manaquiri, Amazonas state. The
previous record was set in 2003, when 16,888 outbreaks were registered in the
first four months of the year. Brazil’s ministry of environment blamed the
increase on the effects of climate change, including drought, although the
country’s agribusiness sector routinely burns forests to create farmland.

Brazil saw record
forest fires from
January to April

= = i,

AFP

Agence France-Presse %VMTEZEO]?\IRQZOIM]?IFO
1752 foreat hres rom January to MORE THAN 60% OF THE
April this year, according to satellite WORLD’S LARGEST
images from the Brazilian Institute  RAINFOREST, THE
of Space Research (INPE) released INPE RECORDED 8,977
last Thursday, with more than half FOREST FIRE

f them in the A ion.
* The figure representeq an s1% OUTBREAKS FROM
increase from the same period last JANUARY TO APRIL, THE
year, and was the most forest fires HIGHEST SINCE 2016

recorded for this period in Brazil
since data collection started in 1998.

The previous record was set in
2003, when 16,888 outbreaks were
registered in the first four months of
the year. Brazil’s ministry of envi-
ronment blamed the increase on the
effects of climate change, including
drought, although the country’s
agribusiness sector routinely burns
forests to create farmland.

In the Brazilian Amazon, home to
more than 60% of the world’s largest
rainforest, the INPE recorded 8,977
forest fire outbreaks from January to
April, the highest since 2016.

This represents an increase of
153% compared to the same period
last year.

The government of President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva cut Amazon
deforestation in half during its first
year in office last year, after it soared
under his far-right predecessor Jair
Bolsonaro.

But the forest fire situation
remains alarming.

“Forest fires in Brazil and other
countries in the region, such as Chile
and Colombia, have been intensified
by climate change and by one of the
strongest El Nino phenomena in his-
tory, which caused a long drought in
many areas of the Amazon in 2023,”
the country’s environment ministry
said in a statement.
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DESH KA GARV

LOK SABHA ELECTION 2024

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS PROJECTS

FAt W, 220 T, Fre SRR

e-procurement notice
Re-INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

- STE-uTe e, R, SMI-282007

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

Bid No. PW-CE-NH-CTR-Tender Notice/PBMC/2024-

1. The Chief Engineer, National Highway, HP.PWD, Shimla hereby invites Bids for Performance-Based Maintenance
of Roads through e-tendering from experienced firms/organizations for operation and maintenance works and
activities for the following sections of the National Highways.

$-fferer germr
1. -Ffaer fafirientor Ho SheeEiea|
-UHTH / 3543-2024 : G.I. Wire 3.15
mm/10 SWG, WET: 11 THAO, R
TR 60 9,500.00, fHfareT Io =1 e

Dated:-

%0 1180.00 (STowdo<i0 dfed) | 2.3-

Are you an
informed voter?

Download the Know Your Candidate (KYC) App
to check the details of each candidate of your
constituency.

Be an informed voter!

Scan QR code to watch the
film ‘My Vote, My Duty’

CBC52101/13/0019/2425

Scan the QR Code to check
your name in the Voters’ List
and Know the Poll Date in
your constituency

! !__E Call Voter Helpline
Scan & download the 1 950

KYCApp now!

2. The complete BID document can be viewed / downloaded from official portal of the CPPP website https://eprocure.
gov.in/eprocure/app from 29.04.2024 to 03.06.2024 (upto 1100 Hrs. IST). Bidder must submit its Financial bid
and Technical Bid at https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app on or before 03.06.2024 (upto 1100 Hrs IST). Bids
received online shall be opened on 04.06.2024 (at 1130 Hrs IST).

3. Bid through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, originals of Bid Security, document fee, Power of
Attorney and Joint Bidding Agreement etc. as per bid document shall be submitted physically by the Bidder on or
before 04.06.2024 (upto 1100 Hrs IST), Please note that the Authority reserves the right to accept or reject all or
any of the BIDs without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Officer In-charge

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

Through

Chief Engineer,

National Highway, Nirman Bhawan, HPPWD, Shimla-171002

Phone/ Fax 0177-2629416, e-mail: ce-nh-hp@nic.in

Chief Engineer (NH)

HP.PWD. Shimla-2

DPR HP-0005

Sr. Sections Length | Estimated Bid Bid Contract IS EHERE b T i :ﬁﬁw-
No. (km) Cost/ Total Bid | Security | Duration Ho K
Value (Rs. Lac) | (month) THUH / 3544-2024 : Stay Wire G. L.
(Rs. Lac) (7/40MM) 7/8 SWG, HET: 15.00
Excluding GST T, TR FO 14,300.00,
1. | Maintenance works and activities (PBMC) on NH-20A| 57.000 | 4309.55 Lacs 43.09 60 T 3
(New NH-303) Nagrota- Bagwan-Ranital road km. 0/0 Lacs months - q_:? Wj\qéi:q w0 3_;%’%;
to 5/0 and NH 20A (New NH 503) Ranital to Mubarikpur (SMOTHOTIO R S
in Km in Km 39/0 to 91/0 in the State of Himachal fafirsiertor Ho Sideiuus - THen /
Pradesh. 3545-2024 : 11 KV G.I. Pin with

Advt. No.: IPPB/CO/HR/RECT./2024-25/01

IndiaPost
Payments Bank

RaURT
A dep

(A Government of India Undertaking)
Corporate Office, Speed Post Centre Building, Bhai Veer Singh Marg, New Delhi -110001

RECRUITMENT OF 54 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EXECUTIVES ON CONTRACT BASIS

Applications are invited for appointment to the following post:

Domain Post Vacancy reserved for Total Place of
UR |EWS|OBC | sCc | sT Posting
Payment Executive (Associate Consultant 4 0 1 0 0 5 New Delhi
Application |- Payment Application
Support Support)
Executive (Consultant -Payment 1 0 1 0 0 2 New Delhi
Application Support)
Executive (Senior Consultant - 0 0 1 0 0 1 New Delhi
Payment Application Support)
IT Support | Executive (Associate Consultant 9 2 6 4 2 23 Delhi/Mumbai/
- IT Support) Chennai
Executive (Consultant - IT 9 2 4 3 1 19 Delhi/Mumbai/
Support) Chennai
Core Executive (Senior Consultant - 1 0 0 0 0 1 Chennai
Insurance Core Insurance Solution)
Solution
Data Executive (Senior Consultant - 1 0 0 0 0 1 New Delhi
Governance | Data Governance /Data base
activity Monitoring)
DC Executive (Senior Consultant - 1 0 0 0 0 1 Mumbai/Delhi
Manager DC Manager)
Channels Executive (Senior Consultant - 1 0 0 0 0 1 New Delhi
Lead Channels Lead)
Total 27 4 13 7 3 54 0
Horizontal Reservation is applicable for Persons with Disability (minimum 40% Disability) as per Government of India norms.
IMPORTANT DATES:
(i) Opening date for On-line Registration of Applications 04.05.2024: 10.00 AM
(ii) Last date of On-line Submission of Applications with Fee 24.05.2024: 11.59 PM

For detailed advertisement, please visit our official website https://ippbonline.com/web/ippb/current-openings

Place: New Delhi

Date: 04.05.2024 Sd/-
CBC 06346/12/0002/2425 Chief HR Officer

Nut, TET: 5200 =, *REX IR €O
5000.00, FifeeT W&t 1 Hem: w0
1180.00 (Sfowmodio #fed) | 4.3-
ffaer fodieor do  SidEea
THUH / 3546-2024 : 3 Phase DO
Fuse Set, HB: 1000 =, &g AR
%0 32,000.00, ffesT Y=t 1 oo €0
3540.00 (SHowdodio dfed) | 5.3
fHfae foemor do  Eididees
THUH / 3547-2024 : Different Sizes
of Clamps for 8.5 Mtr. PCC Pole,
TET: 1,03,000 T, tRiE ARE HO
1,36,000.00, ARt yo=t =61 Ho: w0
5900.00 (Sfowdodio wfed) | 63-
fHfae fafirieor do  Srdidiuua-
THUH / 3548-2024 : Stay Set G.L
20x1800 MM, HET: 400 -,

fRT: ®O 4000.00, fAfeRT yust = Hew:
%0 1180.00 (STOTHOZ0 |feret) |

fferer IIeeh et S1iHetEA, DVVNL,
AGRA F 959 www.dvvnl.org
Bt s < e | 0 L e o | |
I T L 2 W e = A MR R
AR g T |

STRIeR fHifereT s 06.06.2024 i
T 13:00 @S d%  ATarsd
rqelte @ < Gk T Fiferer g
@ i 07.06.2024 H WT
16:00 &St @reft ST | Fferer was
I0W0 WMEA & I-WeRHe uree

https://etender.up.nic.in W

STqere s S, TRt | fferer g
STeAE UE STl R ST Hha € |
T G- 1299 /37030 (TOH0-Tem ) /21

YR/ fer, foAeh: 04.05.2024
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Indian 4x400m relay teams qualify for Paris

NASSAU: The Indian men’s and
women’s 4x400m relay teams quali-
fied for Paris Olympics after finishing
second in their respective second-
round heats at the World Athletics
Relays here on Monday.

In the women’s competition, the
quartet of Rupal Chaudhary, M R
Poovamma, Jyothika Sri Dandi and
Subha Venkatesan clocked 3 minutes
and 29.35 seconds to finish second
behind Jamaica (3:28.54) in heat
number one to book a Paris Games
ticket.

Later, the men’s squad of Muham-
med Anas Yahiya, Muhammed
Ajmal, Arokia Rajivand Amoj Jacob
finished with a collective timing of 3
minutes and 3.23 seconds to also fin-
ish second in their heat, behind USA
(2:59.95).

The top two teams in each of the
three heats in the second round were
to qualify for the Olympics to be held
from July 26 to August 11.

It was a sort of a surprise that the
women’s 4x400m team qualified for
the Olympics as the focus was more
on the men’s 4x400m team which
has broken Asian record in back-to-

back global events -- Tokyo Olympics
and 2023 World Championships -- as
well as winning 2023 Asian Games
gold.

The Indian women’s team had fin-
ished fifth in the first-round qualify-
ing heat on Sunday with a time of 3
minutes and 29.74 seconds.

The men’s team had failed to finish
in the first-round qualifying heat
after second leg runner Rajesh Ram-
esh pulled out midway due to
cramps. Arokia Rajiv took the place
of Ramesh in the team and he ran the
third leg after Anas and Ajmal.

The Indian men’s 4x400m team
was on third position when anchor-
leg runner Jacob took the baton from
Arokia but the Delhi boy ran a fantas-
tic race to overtake his Mexican
opponent and finish second.

It was not about the timing but
more about Olympics qualification
for the Indian men’s team which ran
3:00.25 at the Tokyo Olympics for the
then Asian record before bettering it
during the 2023 World Champion-
ships with yet another Asian record
of 2:59.05. Monday'’s timing was well
below the team’s best.

The Indian men's 4x400m relay team after qualifying for Paris Olympics. PTI

All eyes on Fraser-McGurk and Pant vs Royals

NEW DELHI: Delhi Capitals would
require Rishabh Pant’s killer instinct
and Jake Fraser McGurk’s unbelieva-
ble flair in their bid to stay alive in the
IPL playoff race when they square off
against a rampaging Rajasthan Royals
in a must-win game here on Tuesday.

The Capitals have been inconsistent
so far, winning five and losing six of
their last 11 games. While winning the
remaining three games is a must for
Pant’s men, even that will only take
them to 16 points which might not be
enough to qualify for the last four stage
of the tournament.Apart from KKR (16
from 11 games) and RR (16 from 10
games), there are at least three teams,
namely Chennai Super Kings (12 from
11), Sunrisers Hyderabad (12 from 10

games) and Lucknow Super Giants (12
from 11 games), who can go beyond the
16-point mark.Given the situation, DC’s
best might not be enough for qualifica-
tion, but Pant would look to only “con-
trol the controllables,” a policy advo-
cated by his mentor Mahendra Singh
Dhoni.On a flat Feroz Shah Kotla deck,
the challenge will be two-fold for the
DC skipper.

Atone end, he would want the Kha-
leel Ahmeds, Ishant Sharmas and Kul-
deep Yadavs to restrict the Yashasvi
Jaiswals, Sanju Samsons, and Riyan
Parags to a manageable level but then
with barely 60-metre boundary on one
side, it will be a challenge to stop a
team, whose jersey’s colour (Pink)
resembles their overall health.

Rublev overcomes fever to win Madrid Open

MADRID: Despite sleepless nights strug-
gling with a fever, Andrey Rublev found
away to fight back and win the Madrid
Open for the first time.

Rublev was feeling sick all week but
rallied to beat Felix Auger-Aliassime in
three sets on Sunday and clinch his sec-
ond Masters 1000 title. Rublev won 4-6,
7-5,7-5 after Auger-Aliassime double-
faulted on the last point of the final at
the clay-court tournament in the Span-
ish capital.

“I'would say this is the most proud
title of my career,” Rublev said. “I was
almost dead every day. I was not sleep-
ing at night. The last three, four days I

didn’t sleep.”Rublev gave “full credit to
the doctors,” who were “doing some
tricky things” just to make sure he
could play.

“Thave nowords,” the eighth-ranked
Rublev said. “If you knew what I had
been through in the past nine days you
would not imagine that I would be able
to win a title.”"The 26-year-old Russian
won his first Masters 1000 title at
Monte Carlo last year. Auger-Aliassime
was playing in his first final at this level.

Rublev entered Madrid on a four-
game losing streak after early exits at
Indian Wells, Miami, Monte Carlo and
Barcelona.

Wales' Jak Jones in action during his final match against England's Kyren
Wilson in the final of the World Snooker Championship at The Crucible

Theatre, Sheffield.

ACTION IMAGES VIA REUTERS

PSG’s Kylian Mbappe (L )and goalkeeper Arnau Tenas during a training session at the campus of Poissy, western Paris, on Monday.

Mbappe and PSG look to
seize moment in semi-final

Agencies

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain are bid-
ding to overturn a 1-0 first-leg deficit
and beat Borussia Dortmund in their
Champions League semi-final return
match on Tuesday, with the aim of
bringing the curtain down on the
Kylian Mbappe era at the club in the
final at Wembley.

The only time PSG have previously
appeared in the biggest match in club
football turned out to be a depress-
ingly flat occasion, with the French
side losing 1-0 to Bayern Munich
behind closed doors in Lisbon in 2020,
at the height of the pandemic.

Reaching the June 1 showpiece in
London, and playing before a crowd of
90,000 against either Real Madrid or
Bayern again, would be a different
occasion entirely.

Getting there would give Mbappe
the chance to end his seven-year stay

with the Qatar-owned outfit in the
best possible way, as they look to win
the Champions League for the first
time in their history, and just the sec-
ond time for a French club after Mar-
seille in 1993. Mbappe informed PSG
in February of his intention to depart
the Parc des Princes when his contract
expires at the end of the season, end-
ing a prolific association with his
hometown team which began when
he signed from Monaco in 2017.

Now 25 and the captain of France,
Mbappe has become the Parisians’ all-
time top scorer with 255 goals in 305
appearances so far, including 43 this
season alone.

He has 48 in the Champions League
--a tally which includes six with Mon-
aco in his breakthrough 2016/17 cam-
paign -- and Tuesday’s second leg
against Dortmund would be the ideal
time for him to bring up the half-cen-
tury.

Luis Enrique’s team did not pro-

duce their best performance in losing
1-0 in Germany last week, and the
pressure is on them as favourites to
turn the tie around at home.

However, a repeat of what hap-
pened when they hosted Dortmund in
the group stage last September will
suffice -- on that occasion they won
2-0, with Mbappe netting the first goal
from the penalty spot.

“We are sure we are going to turn it
around and qualify for the final,”
Mbappe told several media including
AFP on Sunday on the sidelines of an
event on the French capital’s famed
Champs-Elysees.

“There is a lot of pressure on us,
which is normal because there is a
place in the Champions League final
at stake.

“All the more so when you know
about this club’s past in the competi-
tion.”

PSG were not necessarily expected
to get as far as the semi-finals this sea-

son, with the squad undergoing a
major overhaul following the depar-
tures of Lionel Messi and Neymar at
the end of the last campaign.

They had gone out in the last 16 in
five of the last seven seasons, fre-
quently failing in spectacular fashion
in that time.

Before this season, and since the
Qatari takeover of the club in 2011,
PSG had won nine Champions League
knockout ties in total.

Five of those came behind closed
doors in the Covid era, including two
ties played as one-off games on neu-
tral turf in Lisbon in 2020.

This season’s draw has been as kind
as it could be, with Real Sociedad ideal
opponents in the last 16 and Dort-
mund the best they could have wished
for in the semi-finals.

However, their performance in
overturning a first-leg deficit to defeat
Barcelona in the last eight is not to be
dismissed.

MclLaren’s Norris wins Miami
GP for maiden Formula 1 win

CESAR MENOTTI,
COACH WHO LED
ARGENTINA TO THEIR
FIRST WORLD CUP
TITLE IN1978, DIES

Agencies

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MIAMI GARDENS: McLaren’s Lando
Norris won the first Formula One race
of his career with a shock victory over
world champion Max Verstappen in
the Miami Grand Prix on Sunday.

Breathing life into an F1 season that
risked becoming a one-man story
again, Norris, in his 110th race for
McLaren, beat Verstappen by over
seven seconds with Ferrari’s Charles
Leclerc finishing third.

Verstappen, who began on pole,
had won four of the opening five races
of the season and leads the world
championship standings.

It looked like business as usual with
the Dutchman, who had won the pre-
vious two Miami races, leading until
lap 24 when he pitted and Norris’s
McLaren team-mate Oscar Piastri
took over the lead. Australian Piastri
himself went into the pits four laps
later, allowing Norris to grab the lead
and the British driver never looked
back. Crucially, Norris was able to pit
during a safety car on lap 30, earning
him a valuable time advantage which
he never relinquished.

The safety car came after Kevin
Magnussen clipped Logan Sargeant,
sending the American Williams driver
into the wall, bringing a yellow flag.

Norris, who had 15 podiums before
his first win, took full advantage of the
safety car and with Verstappen strug-
gling to catch up, he secured his
maiden victory.

It was the first time Verstappen has
been beaten on track, when he fin-
ished the race, since Ferrari’s Carlos

Race winner Lando Norris of McLaren at the F1 Grand Prix of Miami. AFP

Sainz won in Singapore in September
lastyear.

Norris was hoisted in the air by the
McLaren mechanics as his long wait
for a victory in the sport came to an
end.

“About time huh?” said Norris, “I
knew on Friday that we had the
pace...today we managed to put it
together. We had the perfect strategy,
itall paid off,” he added.

“Iguess a lot of people doubted me
along the way. I've made a lot of mis-
takes over the last five years, my short
career, but today we pulled it all
together, so this is all for the team.

“I stuck with McLaren because I
could believe in them and I did believe
in them and today proved exactly
that,” he added.

The nearest Norris had come previ-
ously to winning a Grand Prix was in
Sochi, Russia in 2021 when he led in
the latter stages before failing to make
a tyre change early in rain, costing
him dearly.

Verstappen, who had complained
about lack of grip in qualification and
during Sunday’s race, said his Red
Bull had been unable to keep up with
Norris once the McLaren driver
switched to hard tyres.

Agencies

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BUENOS AIRES: César Luis Menotti, the
charismatic coach who led Argentina to
their first World Cup title in 1978, has
died, the Argentine Football Associa-
tion said Sunday. He was 85.

“Goodbye, dear Flaco!” the associa-
tion’s statement added, using Menotti’'s
nickname which means “the thin one.”
The association did not give a cause of
death. Local media reports said Menotti
was admitted to a clinic in March with
severe anaemia. He reportedly under-
went surgery for phlebitis in April and
subsequently returned home.

Passion for football and a sharp abil-
ity to explain its mechanics were
Menotti’s hallmark characteristics as a
trainer, and he was considered one of
the most emblematic and influential
coaches in Argentine football.

Menotti was a political activist and
an affiliate member of the Argentine
Communist Party, a boxing fan and an
admirer of the works of Latin American
writers Mario Benedetti, Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, Jorge Luis Borges, Mario Sab-
ato and Joan Manuel Serrat, among
others. “Once I was interviewed by Bor-
ges, and when I asked him if it bothered
him that I smoked, he told me: What
intoxicates me is not the cigarette, but
the stupid conversations,” Menotti
recalled in one of his last interviews.
“So, I asked about everything ... but not
about football, because I know about
football!” he added.

Helaunched his career as a player for
Rosario Central (1960-1963 and 1967),
then went to Racing Club (1964) and
Boca Juniors (1965-1966).
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A

orn on August 20, 1910, in
Kirkkonummi, Finland, Eero
Saarinen was the son of Eliel
Saarinen, influential archi-
tect of his time and Loja Gesellius,
textile designer and sculptor. His
early exposure to architecture and
design, combined with his natural
talent and creativity, laid the foun-
dation for Eero’s future success.

P~

Education
Saarinen emigrated to the United
States with his family in 1923, set-
tling briefly in Evanston, Illinois,
and later in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Taking after both his parents,
‘LSaarinen first studied sculpture at
. the Académie de la Grande Chaumi-
_I _= ére in Paris before studying architec-
“ture at Yale University, where he
- earned a degree in 1934.
© After completing studies, Saari-
< . nenbegan his professional career in
= 1936 at the Flint Institute of
A Research and Planning in Flint,
¢ ’ Michigan, where he did research on
.y \ housing and city planning.
r A ‘\
oY Works
. The General Motors Technical Cen-

nen’s first independent work. It was
followed by the Kresge Auditorium
and chapel of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (1953-55),
United States Embassy in London
(1955-60), the Law School at the Uni-
versity of Chicago (1956-60), and
Ingalls Hockey Rink at Yale Univer-
sity in New Haven, Connecticut
(1956-58).

One of Saarinen’s most iconic
works is the TWA Flight Center at
John F. Kennedy International Air-
port in New York City. Completed in
1962, its bold, swooping roof and
expansive interior spaces were
unlike anything seen before in air-
port design. The TWA Flight Center
became an instant icon.

Throughout his career, Saarinen
built just one skyscraper -- the CBS
Headquarters in New York City
(1960-64).

He also built a house for his wid-
owed mother (1950) in Bloomfield
Hills and another house, the Miller
House in Columbus, Indiana.

Another of Saarinen’s notable
works is the Gateway Arch in St.
Louis, Missouri. Completed in 1965,
the Gateway Arch is a stunning feat
of engineering and design. Standing
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ioneer who carved niche
\in building, furniture design

E _,- ,EfRO SAARINEN: This Finnish-American architect left an indelible mark
"~ ; < .4 byhisinnovatively designed buildings during the mid-20th century.
==/ . —Known for his groundbreaking and innovative work, Saarinen reshaped
) - the American architectural landscape, leaving behind a legacy that
—— continues to inspire architects and designers around the globe.

630 feet tall, it is the tallest arch in
the world and a symbol of the west-
ward expansion of the United States.

Foray into furniture

In addition to his architectural work,
Saarinen was also a prolific furni-
ture designer. He collaborated with
the furniture manufacturer Knoll to
create several iconic pieces includ-
ing the Womb Chair and the Tulip
Chair. These designs are still popu-
lar today and are considered classics
of mid-century modern design.

Personal life
Saarinen’s first wife was Lillian
Swann, a sculptor, whom he married
in 1939. The couple had two chil-
dren, Eric and Susan. He divorced
Swann in 1953. During 1954, Saari-
nen married Aline Bernstein
Loucheim, an art critic. He has a
son, Eames, from this marriage.

Also, he became a naturalised US
citizen in 1940.

Tragically, Saarinen’s career was
cut short when he died of a brain
tumour in 1961 at the age of 51.

Sources: Britannica,
architecturelab.net

&, ter in Warren, Michigan, was Saari-

ILLUSTRATION: MOHIT SUNEJA

INTERESTING FACTS

'l In 1938, Saarinen
joined his father's have any other
practice in Bloomfield interests apart from
Hills. Next year, their living his life totally
design foramall in immersed in the love of
Washington, D.C., won architecture. In fact, he
a Smithsonian Institu- once admitted that “it
tion Gallery of Art never occurred to me
contest but the design to do anything but
did not see the light follow in my father's
of day. footsteps.”

Saarinen did not

At Yale, Saarinen

won a travelling
fellowship which
allowed him to visit
parts of Europe in
1934-35. He extended
his stay by one year
and stayed in Helsinki,
the Finland capital city,
working with fellow
architect Jarl Eklund.

Saarinen and Associ-
ates, was formed. In
recognition of his
contributions to the
architecture, Saarinen
was posthumously
awarded the AlA Gold
Medal, the highest
honour bestowed by
the American Institute
of Architects, in1962.

4 In 1945, Eero joined
a partnership with
his father, Eliel Saari-
nen and his associate
JRobert F Swanson
that was in existence
since 1939. However,
the partnership was
dissolved in two years,
after which a new
partnership, Saarinen,

WESTERN RAILWAY RATLAM DIVISION

W/623/5/1/NIT E-TENDERING NOTICE Date: 02.05.2024
The Divisional Railway Manager (WA) Ratlam for and on behalf of the President
of India invites "Open Tender" through e-tender on website www.ireps.gov.in
The details are as under:

Sr. E-tender No. & Name of work Approx Value | Earnest Money
No. (inRs.) (inRs.)
RTM-2024-25-1 10 75 202500.00

1 | Zone-1 “A” — Godhra (Excluding) to Meghnagar (Excluding) section:
Dahod-Godhra (Excluding).

RTM-2024-25-2 | 10499947.67 | 202500.00
2 |Zone-1 “C” — Dahod Local Station colonies (a), (b), (c) & (e) site, station
colony, Kalidam Km. 523/02-03 to 543/0
RTM-2024-25-3

| 10499402.87 |  202500.00

g Zone No. 2 “A” — Dahod Local “D” site colony m. 539/02-03 to 543/0

4 RTM-2024-25-4 \ 10499957.17 \ 202500.00
Zone No. 2 “B” — Dahod Local workshop maintenance.

5 RTM-2024-25-5 \ 15302274.86 \ 226600.00
Zone No. 3 — Meghnagar (Incl.) to Ratlam (Excl.)

6 RTM-2024-25-6 \ 7017816.72 \ 140400.00
Zone No. 21 — Dahod Proper Sanitary Zone
RTM-2024-25-7 \ 7339938.38 \ 146800.00

7 |Zone No. 6 — Ratlam (Excl.) to Nagda (Incl.) Km 651/05-06 to km 698 & Km
0/00 to 1.25 under Section Engineer (Works) Nagda

RTM-2024-25-8 \ 14663249.93 \ 223400.00

g |Zone No. 4A —Ratlam Colony (Excl. East side of BG line and excluding Road
no. 7-17 on new colony). The zone includes sanitary work and internal
plumbing works, under SSE/W-1/RTM.

RTM-2024-25-9 \ 12942562.03 \ 214800.00

9 Zone No 4B — Ratlam Service building and all officers bungalow excluding
east side of BG area. Ratlam- The zone includes sanitary and internal
plumbing works, under SSE/W-1/RTM.

RTM-2024-25-10 \ 17665725.00 \ 238400.00
10 |Zone No 4C — Ratlam -White wash & colour wash etc. work on service
building, staff quarters & Kurel dam under SSE/Works-1 and 2 (east) Ratlam.
RTM-2024-25-11 \ 10448812.17 \ 202300.00

1 Zone No 4D — Ratlam — Maintenance work of Railway hospital and quarters
of 7-17 road new colony. The zone includes sanitary and internal plumbing
work under SSE/W/2/Ratlam.

RTM-2024-25-12 \ 11132099.89 \ 205700.00
12 | Zone No 5 — Ratlam-East side of B. G. line i.e. loco, Jaora road, ghatla colony,
R.E. building, Kota Building, other service building, Diesel shed. The zone
includes sanitary and internal plumbing works under SSE/W/2/Ratlam.
RTM-2024-25-13 | 7223999.48 | 144500.00
13 |Zone No 22 — All main water supply assets in Ratlam including Kurel,
Bhairongarh and main line of outside buildings, bores wells in entire Ratlam
are under SSE/W-2/Ratlam.

RTM-2024-25-14 \ 13930086.82 \ 219700.00
Zone No 7 — Ujjain Proper: Km 21/6 to 22/6 and FTD excluding to UJN.
RTM-2024-25-15 \ 13029843.54 \ 215200.00
15 |Zone No 14 — Ratlam (Excl.) to Dr. Ambedkar Nagar (Excl.) Km 374.58
to 514.20 and Rau-Tihi section K.M. 00.00 to 08.77 K.M.) (Excl. Indore,
Laxmibai Nagar station area, service building and colony.)

RTM-2024-25-16 \ 13787943.49 \ 219000.00
16 | Zone No 15 — Indore & Laxmibai Nagar station, service building and Railway
colony.

14

47 | RTM-2024-2517 | 9114127.12 |  182300.00
Zone No. 8A — Nagda (Excluding) to Ujjain (Excluding).
RTM-2024-25-18 | 9843256.44 | 196900.00

18 |Zone No. 8B — Ujjain (Excluding) to Indore (Excluding) & Maksi (Excluding)
to Dewas (Including).

19  RTM-2024-25-19 | 9478690.59 |  189600.00
Zone No. 9A — Ujjain (Excluding) to Maksi (Including).

20 RTM-2024-25-20 \ 9914340.78 \ 198300.00
Zone No. 9B — Maksi (Excluding) to Akodiya (Including)

21 RTM-2024-25-21 \ 10450864.31 202300.00
Zone No. 10A — Akodiya (excluding) to Baktal (Including)

22 RTM-2024-25-22 \ 9721735.25 194500.00

Zone No. 10B — Baktal (Excluding) to Bakaniya Bhawari up to Km 226.15
RTM-2024-25-23 | 1479567119 |  224000.00

23 |Zone No. 16 — A — Dr. Ambedkar nagar (Mhow) (Including) to Kalakund
(Including) i.e. Location From Km 514/06-07 to 529.00

RTM-2024-25-24 7777906.50 \ 155600.00

24 | Zone No. 16 — B — Kalakund (Excluding) to Khandwa (Excluding) i.e. Location
From Km 529.00 to 630.19

RTM-2024-25-25 | 21444576.03 | 257200.00

25 | Zone No. 12 — Chanderiya (including) to Nimach (excluding) i.e. Location
From Km. 175/07 to 238/07

RTM-2024-25-26 \ 21444789.52 \ 257200.00

26 |Zone No. 13 — Nimach (Including) to Ratlam (Excluding) i.e. Location from
Km 238/08 to 373/10

Approx Quantity: As per tender schedule, Completion in period: Up to 30/06/2025,
Similar type of Work: Any Civil Engineering Work, Date of uploading on website:
01/05/2024, Date of opening Tender: 24/05/2024.

Detailed tender notice, eligibility criteria and terms and conditions are available at
Website www.ireps.gov.in

Apex/5/1/30 Divisional Railway Manager (W/A), Ratlam (WR)

Like us on: li facebook.com/WesternRly e Follow us on: B twitter.com/WesternRly

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PLANT GENOME RESEARCH

An Autonomous Institute of the Department of Biotechnology
o Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India
Aruna Asaf Ali Marg, New Delhi — 110 067

NOTICE FOR ADMISSION TO PH. D. PROGRAMME 2024-2025
Admissions are open for Ph. D. Programme 2024-2025 at NIPGR for conducting
advanced research in the frontier areas of Plant Biology. Reservations are as per
statutory norms. The selection will be made on the basis of interview/Viva-Voce.

The selected candidates will be enrolled for Ph.D. program in academic affiliation
with the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. NIPGR will provide hostel
accommodation to selected candidates (subject to availability).

For detailed information, visit our website www.nipgr.ac.in. The last date for
submission of online applicationis June 18,2024.  Controller of Ad’"i"isﬁ.’."‘ﬁgﬁ

PUBLIC NOTICE
SALE NOTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Properies is hereby given to
the publicin general that the below described immovable properties which
have been attached vide order dated 03.02.2022 passed by the Court of
Hon'ble Additional & Session Judge, SAS Nagar, Mohali in EXE/92/2022,
titted as, “Daiichi Sankyo Company Limited versus Malvinder Mohan
Singh and others” has been directed to be sold through open physical
auction in accordance with Order XXI Rule 81 on 14 May 2024 on “As is
where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis by the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM), Derabassi, SAS Nagar, Mohali, for recovery
of INR 49,23,03,67,248.15 (Rupees Four Thousand Nine Hundred and
Twenty-three Crores Three Lakhs Sixty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred
and Forty-Eight and Fifteen Paisa only) as on 14 May 2024, due to the
Decree Holder, i.e., Daiichi Sankyo Company Limited. The nature of
possession of the properties is 'physical' and the munadi process for the
scheduled immovable properties was held on 23 April 2024.
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTIES
1. Zolton Properties Private Limited,
Hadbast No. 213, situated at Koli Majra, Derabassi,
SAS Nagar, Punjab
Admeasuring: 122 Bigha, 8 Biswa

2. Zolton Properties Private Limited,
Hadbast No. 213, situated at Koli Majra, Derabassi,
SAS Nagar, Punjab
Admeasuring: 2 Bigha
The details of the auction are provided herein below:
*-Reserve Price: INR 24,00,000 per acre
*-Estimated Market Value: INR 1,00,00,000 per acre
*-Bid Increase Amount: INR 50,000/- (Rupees Fifty Thousand Only)
*-Date, Time: 14 May 2024, 9:30 AM onwards
*-Venue: Hadbast No. 213, situated at Koli Majra, Derabassi, SAS
Nagar, Punjab
CONDITIONS FOR SALE

1. The particulars specified in the Schedule of Properties above are true
tothe best of knowledge of the Decree Holder.
2. The highest bidder shall be declared as the purchaser of any lot,
provided that he is legally qualified to bid.
3. The highest bidder shall deposit 25% of the purchase-money
immediately after declaration of sale of the immovable property to the
SDM, Derabassi, SAS Nagar, Mohali; whereas, the remaining purchase-
money shall be deposited before the Court of Hon'ble Additional &
Session Judge, SAS Nagar, Mohali on or before 29 May 2024 in
accordance with Order XXI Rule 84 and 85 of the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908.
4. On receipt of the entire sale consideration, the Hon'ble Court shall
grant a certificate specifying the property sold and the name of the person
who at the time of sale is declared to be the purchaser. Such certificate
shall bear date and the day on which the sale becomes absolute in terms
of Order XXI Rule 94 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.
5. All expenses relating to stamp duty and registration of Sale
Certificate/conveyance, if any, shall be borne by the successful bidder.
6. The above properties/assets shall be sold on the basis of “as is where
is basis, as is what is basis” and “without any recourse basis”. The
intending bidder should make their own inquiries regarding any statutory
liabilities, arrears of Property Tax, Electricity Dues, etc. relating to the
above properties themselves before participating in the auction sale
process.
7. To the best of knowledge of the Decree Holder, there are no
encumbrances on any of the above said properties and the properties are
agricultural lands, as on date.
In case of any query or information, undersign being duly authorized by
the Decree Holder can be contacted:
P&A Law Offices
Counsel for the Decree Holder
Mr. Shivam Chanana: +919311077171
Mr. Rahul Makkar: +919991977030

Vote you must do today!
T

daCunha/AB/941

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH CHANDIGARH
CORRIGENDUM

Ref: Global Tender Enquiry Notice No. PI(EP)/23-24/G/06
Following changes are made:-

Sr. | Equipment/ltem
No. Name

Original Bid
submission
Date

Revised Bid |Original Bid|Revised Bid |Deptt. Name
Submission | Opening | Opening
Date Date Date

06.05.2024 | 06.06.2024 |07.05.2024 | 07.06.2024 Histo-

pathology

10 | Fully Automated
IHC Stainer

All other details shall remain the same.

PGI RO NO 00225 Professor In-Charge (EP)

ICAR-INDIAN GRASSLAND AND FODDER RESERCH INSTITUTE

Pahaj Dam, Gwalior Road, Jhansi-284003
F No. 1-7/NLM project/YP/SSIPAR/2023 Dated: 06.05.2024

CWALK-IN-INTERVIEW)

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW for Young Professional-l (One) (Rs. 30000/-
p.m. fixed (consolidated) purely on temporary basis will be held on
24.05.2024 at 11.00 AM at ICAR-Indian Grassland and Fodder
Research Institute, Jhansi for a period of One year & extension as per
required in the NLM Project entitled "Genetic improvement of Forage
crops for sustainable livestock production”. For Essential Qualification,
Remuneration and other details please visits please our website:

l/c Head of Office

INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

(Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Govt. of India)

Head Office: A-13, Sector — 1, Noida - 201 301

VAl
Ph.: 0120-2474050, 2544036

Brief Employment Notice No. IWAI/Fin./CAO/4344/2017-18-Part(3) Dated
03.05.2024
Engagement of positions of Sr. Consultant (Bond), Consultant (Budget
& Finance) and Specialist (Audit) for Head Office Noida purely on
contractual basis, for a period of one year, likely to be extended for
further 02 years.
The Inland Waterways Authority of India is an Autonomous Body constituted
by the Act of Parliament, Inland Waterways Authority of India Act, 1985 (82 of
1985) under Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways. Government of India,
for regulation, development & maintenance of National Waterways.
It is proposed to engage positions of Sr. Consultant (Bond), Consultant
(Budget & Finance) and Specialist (Audit) purely on Contractual basis,
(initially for the period of one year, likely to be extended for further 02 years)
and invite application from interested and eligible candidates. The maximum
age limit, as on the closing date of receipt of application is 63 years. The last
date for receipt of application is 30 days from the date of advertisement.
Eligible candidates may apply with application in prescribed proforma, to be
addressed to the Assistant Secretary (A&E), IWAI, Noida.
For further details as regards eligibility, ToR etc. please visit IWAI Website
www.iwai.nic.in. Sdl-
SECRETARY

SAGARMALA

U ltiinate
STRAWBERRY
CRUSH

*Images for visual depiction only

Follow us on@ 9

Toll Free No.1800-1801-018

ARMY COLLEGE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES (ACMS), DELHI CANTT
UNDER ARMY WELFARE EDUCATION SOCIETY (AWES)

REQUIRES DEAN

Army Welfare Education Society runs Army College of Medical Sciences (ACMS), a medical
College established on 01 Apr 2008 in state-of-the-art campus, conducting MBBS programme
for 100 students on campus.

Qualifications and Experience: As per NMC norms, candidates must possess recognised
postgraduate medical qualifications and other academic qualifications from a recognised
Institution, with a minimum of 10 years teaching experience as Professor/Associate
Professor /Reader in a recognised medical college, out of which at least five years should
have been as Professor in a department. Age below 67 years as on 01 Jul 2024. The post is
contractual employment on consolidated salary basis.

Head of the Departments of Medical Colleges and retired Army Medical Corps Officers will
be given due consideration.

Eligible candidates are requested to apply by e-mail to Additional Director AWES,
HQ DelhiArea to reach the office HQ Delhi Area (AWES), College Section, Delhi Cantt- 110010
by 31 May 2024 with soft copy of CV/Biodata & testimonials at
soawes.delhiarea@awesindia.edu.in/ addldirdelhi@awesindia.edu.in.

Only shortlisted candidates will be called for interview. No TA/DA will be admissible.

Email : soawes.delhiarea@awesindia.edu.in/ addlIdirdelhi@awesindia.edu.in

Website: www.awesindia.com/www.theacms.in

For further query contact: Mob No - 9818763813

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY QZG

E-Tendering Tender Notice
Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Railway, Jhansi for and on
behalf of President of India invites sealed "Open Tender" through on Line
(E-Tendering) for the following work.

E-Tender No. Approx Cost Earnest Money

VGLJ—Heavy repair of underground drain and sewer

JHS-ENGG-HQ-2024-87 T 16637941.50 ¥233200.00

line including cleaning of chambers and pipe line, pumping of rain water
from pitline in AC Loco Shed, Jhansi.

Date of Closing Tender: 29.05.2024 at 15.00 hrs. Date of completion/ period
from issue acceptance letter: 12 Months. @ Tender online can be submitted up
to 15.00 hrs. on 29.05.2024. e For full details and submission of bid please see
the Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in B03/24 FA
anarth centralrailway www.ncrindianrailways.govin

B Morth central railways D
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