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Fears grow Middle East conflict will dominate many councils
as Muslim Vote group issues Starmer with list of 18 demands

DOZENS OF

ELECTED

DOZENS of pro-Pales-
tinian campaigners
have been elected as
councillors as the war
in Gaza hit town halls

across Britain.
More than 40 councillors were
elected in England after mak-

By Martin Beckford
and Ryan Hooper

ing the conflict part of their
campaign, analysis of Thurs-

day’s vote suggests.

Some wore rosettes in the colours
of the Palestinian flag while others
dedicated their victories to the
people of Gaza. One shouted: ‘We

will raise the voice of Palestine.
Allahu Akbar!’ In at least 12 town
halls, they defeated Labour candi-
dates, prompting opposition leader
Sir Kelr Starmer to pledge to win
back the trust of voters alienated
over his stance on the issue.

His comments led one pressure
group, The Muslim Vote, to issue

Turn to Page 6

‘Allahu Akbar?!’ The Greens’ Mothin Ali
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Summary: Showers

UK TODAY: Scattered showers across the UK today,
especially in the afternoon, sometimes turning locally
heavy. A predominantly cloudy day, with some sunny
spells breaking through the cloud at times. Max 19¢c.
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Borrowers may have to wait until
summer for a cut In interest rates

BORROWERS may have to wait

longer to see interest rates come
down as Bank of England chiefs look

set to hold out for stronger signs that
the cost-of-living crisis has abated.

The Bank's Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) will announce its latest
decision for interest rates on Thursday.

Economists expect them to be kept at
the current level of 5.25 per cent, which
it has been held at since August last year.
It means borrowers could have to wait
longer before pressure starts to ease.

At the last meeting in March, just one
member of the MPC, Swati Dhingra,
voted for rates to be cut by 0.25 percent-
age points, but the remaining eight
members voted for no change.

Philip Shaw, chief economist at

By Kumail Jaffer
Political Correspondent

THE country’s tax

Daily Mail Reporter

Investee, said: ‘This broad direction
illustrates that collectively the commit-
tee is moving gradually towards a rate
cut. It seems unlikely though to be ready
to bite the bullet just vet.” He added that

‘Unlikely to bite
the bullet just yet’

it was possible a second member of the
MPC will vote for a cut.

Interest rates are used as a tool to help
bring down inflation, which has fallen
sharply from the highs of 2022.

The rate of Consumer Prices Index

More misery as

inflation fell to 3.2 per cent in March.
But experts suggested two key eco-
nomic indicators for the Bank of Eng-
land - pay growth and services sector
inflation - remain high.

Average wages continued to increase
faster than inflation last month.

Economists at HSBC believe the first
rate cut may come in June.

The Bank of England will shed more
light on its economic predictions and
the path of interest rates when it pub-
lishes the latest Monetary Policy Report
alongside its decision on Thursday.

Meanwhile, the US Federal Reserve
said on Wednesday that it was keeping
its key interest rate at the same level
and noted a ‘lack of further progress’
towards lowering inflation.
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second year. This will depend
on very many factors that
are being worked out now.’
She said the focus has been
on a hostel for 200 migrants
in the capital Kigali but there
are talks with other facilities
so more migrants could be
accepted from the start.
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As John Cleese’s Fawlty Towers play packs out West End theatre...

Page 3

By Jan Moir

UST behind me in row K, a
man is watching a football
match on his mobile phone.

‘Shocking free kick,” he

murmurs to his luckless date.

If Basil Fawlty were here, and in so
many ways he absolutely is, he
would surely have something to say

about this.

He might want to give the bloke a damn
good thrashing with the branch of a tree.
He might dismiss him as the kind of uncul-
tured rifi-raff who believes a Waldorf salad
to be the height of civilisation.

He might just want to destroy the dolt
with the power of his curdled invective.
‘Have you seen the people in the Apollo
Theatre? They’ve never even sat on chairs
before,” he might screech.

Yet that would be neither fair nor true.
Five minutes before Fawlty Towers: The
Play begins, my neighbour must be the
only punter in this West End theatre who
is not totally Fawlty-focused; who is not
completely bedazzled by the prospect of a
fresh chiffonade of Basil being sprinkled
upon the bland pizza of popular culture.
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Outside on Shaftesbury Avenue
earlier, the queue for returns was
three deep.

The House Full signs were up by
Tpm and, since then, the theatre
bar has been doing a roaring
trade in Fawlty Towers-themed
cocktails, named after the famous
sitcom’s beloved characters.

Bizarrely, The Major is alcohol-
free, The Basil is Bacardi-based
(please, Basil would never drink
anything so declasse as white
rum) and the bestseller is The
Sybil, a mixture of gin, rhubarb
lemonade and lemon, which
sounds about right.

For Fawlty-deprived fans, this is
a theatrical moment to drink
deep and savour. John Cleese
himself has adapted the iconic
1970s television series he co-wrote
with his then-wife Connie Booth
into this production, melding
three of his favourite episodes —
The Hotel Inspectors, The Ger-
mans and Communication Prob-
lems — into one 90-minute play.

Famous scenes now nearly 50
years old have been blitzed into
this big, lucrative Fawlty
smoothie, topped off with a slight,
frothy new ending — no doubt to
be gulped down by the cult of
uncritical fans who just want to
laugh at Manuel all over again.

PART of me does wonder,
what is the point? But
the point seems to be to
relish another opportu-
nity to revel in the magnj.é]cence
of a certain kind of Englishman, a
hero shrouded in his tweeds and
Faragist prejudices and terrible
fear of his wife, Sybil.

And also to marvel at a global
cultural phenomenon that sprung
from the modest parameters of a
22-bedroom seaside hotel and a
run of only two television series
and 12 episodes. It took Cleese
and Booth six weeks to write each
episode and, after they had
finished, they were never inclined
to go back. Why meddle with
perfection, they thought. And
perhaps they were right.

Yet here we are, inside a London
theatre, looking at a lovingly
familiar scene. Stage left, the
light is pooling through a bay
window as the sun rises on

of Germans still

funny? Of course
it bloody is!

another Torquay morning. Stage
right, there is the reception desk
with its cubbyholes and
telephones, its coat stand and
key hooks. From the barometer
on the hall wall to the dado rail
and the flock wallpaper, from the
double swing doors that lead
from the dining room to the
kitchen, we know exactly where
we are and what to expect.

Such is the power of the show’s
popularity that from the moment
the new Basil Fawlty (Adam
Jackson-Smith) walks on stage,
the audience start laughing. They
laugh before he has even said a
word. They laugh when they see
Manuel (Hemi Yeroham, in an
unconvinecing wig) bumbling into
his latest calamity. They laugh at
the chainsaw laugh of Sybil
(Anna-Jane Casey).

They laugh when Polly (Victoria

Fox) tries to guess the name of
Basil’s winning horse. They laugh
when The Major (Paul Nicholas)
gets his gun to kill a rat.

There is an absolute eruption of
hilarity every time Manuel utters
his famous catchphrase: ‘I know
nothing.” And the audience even
laugh when the infamous moose
head first makes its appearance
on stage. In this new Fawlty
Towers terrain, nothing but
absolutely nothing has changed.
The moose still even has a ‘touch
of mange about it,” but the
audience don’'t seem to mind.

Perhaps that is because Fawlty
Towers represents something so
much more in the national
consciousness than a mere
comedy television series. It is also
an entire cultural world; a
testament to human failure, the
kind of British affair that plumbs

the depths of embarrassment
and salutes our globally
unsurpassable love of wince and
the deluded loser.

From Dad’'s Army (Captain
Mainwaring) to Rising Damp (Mr
Rigsby) to Only Fools And Horses
(Del Boy) to The Office (David
Brent), there is no character we
love more than the small man
trying to act big. Fawlty Towers
was also blessed by a cast rich
with superb slapstick and
physical comedy talents, not least
Cleese himself.

‘Basil 1s universal,” he wroteina
recent essay. ‘His Englishness is
to do with trying to remain calm
and not managing to do so...
What makes him such a deeply
loved character is that people
have sympathy for him, they can
see that he is trapped.’

Despite the threat of cancel

First-rate farce: The Hotel
Inspector scene in the play
and, inset, on television

culture and what Cleese calls ‘too
much change’ in the world of
television, fans will be delighted to
hear that Basil still calls people
cretins, he still goose-steps in
front of his German guests and
still relishes the fact that Sybil has
an Ingrowing toenail ‘machete-ing
its way through the nerve’.

He even still shouts at a deaf old
lady having trouble with her hear-
ing aid, which was the only part
of the evening I found cruel —
although back in the day I
thought it was hilarious, which
probably says more about me
than it does about Basil.

HE hope is that Fawlty
Towers, after bringing
laughter and pleasure to
generations, will reinvig-
orate new audiences via the
collective experience of seeing it
in the theatre. If there is a down-
side, it is that the play only
emphasises how utterly brilliant
the original performances were,
from the lead roles to incompara-
ble smaller turns by the likes of
Bernard Cribbins, Joan Sander-
son and Robin Ellis.

Yet gag by gag, quip by quip, we
find ourselves back in 1970s
Torquay, still deep in thwart,
sarcasm, class wars, silly foreign-
ers, snobbery and the war with
Germany. When Cleese and Booth
first wrote their peerless scripts
back in 1975, the war had ended
only 30 years previously — now, of
course, we are nearly 50 years
further on.

Times have changed. We have
evolved. Do British audiences
still find the Germans funny?
Well, of course we bloody do. Just
please don't mention the war.
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Britain downplayed
‘gobsmacking’ Covid

lab leak information

US shared intell

By Colin Fernandez
Science Correspondent

THE UK Government down- ( ; ~._

played the ‘high likelihood’ that
Covid-19 emerged from a lab
leak in China because of resist-
ance from scientific advisers, it

was claimed yesterday.

US officials shared their views on
of the virus in a call with
other members of the Five Eyes
intelligence alliance — the UK, Can-
ada, Australia and New Zealand.
But the ‘lab leak’ theory was down-
played in Britain because of resistance
from government scientists who
favoured the idea that Covid ‘jumped
the species barrier’ from animals to
humans, according to US sources.
Taking part in the January 2021 phone
call were Mike Pompeo, Donald Trump’s
secretary of state, and the UK’s then
foreign secretary Dominic Raab and

the origin

thelr counterparts.

The call - previously reported
by The Mail on Sunday - was
‘open’, meaning unencrypted, in
the hope the Chinese govern-
ment would intercept the eall, it
is claimed.

The allegations, made by
unnamed officials speaking in
The Sunday Telegraph yesterday,
are likely to increase calls to open
the Covid Inquiry to the question
of where the virus originated.

One US source who worked on
the intelligence said: ‘We saw sev-
eral pieces of information and
thought they were gobsmacking,

‘They obviously pointed to the
high likelihood that this was
indeed a lab leak.’

An intelligence dossier revealed
the Chinese military worked with
the Wuhan Institute of Virology
in the vears leading up to the
pandemic, and some lab research-
ers fell sick shortly before the
virus was first recorded nearby.

Other revelations showed Chi-
nese scientists carried out ‘gain
of funection’ research, whereby a

By Science Correspondent

A PAYMENT system to help
those left disabled after
having a vaccine and families
of those who died is to be
reviewed after a rise in claims

following the pandemic.

Health Secretary Victoria Atkins
has asked officials in her depart-
ment to look at how the Vaccine
Damage Payment Scheme
(VDPS) could be reformed.

It comes amid concerns that it
is struggling to cope following a
huge number of claims from
those suffering from side-effects
after having the Covid-19 jab.

Claims rose to 4,008 last year -
up from 480 in 2022, 26 in 2020
and 27 in 2019, official figures

US ‘let China

call to Raab’

Mail on Sunday, March 28, 2021

virus is genetically manipulated
to show different behaviour, such
as becoming more infectious, or
to become infectious against dif-
ferent species.

The UK Government, including
Boris Johnson, initially rejected
the claim that Covid had been
created by scientists, saying in
June 2021: ‘The advice that we
have had is that it doesn’t look as
though this disease of zoonotic
origin came from a lab.’

Two former officials said the
evidence was not taken seriously
because ministers saw lab leak
claims as a ‘radioactive American

igence that poin
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political issue’ that was discred-
ited by public disagreement
between government scientists
and Mr Trump.

One official said: ‘Once the
thing became fundamentally
political, the ability to pursue it
internationally really just col-
lapsed because no one else was
interested in touching it.

‘I think [Five Eyes] were kind of
annoyed by the way the issue had
become treated in US politics.’

The two sources cited by The
Sunday Telegraph both sepa-
rately named Sir Jeremy Farrar,
then a member of the Scientific
Advisory Group for Emergencies,
as a key opponent of the lab leak
theory in the UK Government.

Sir Jeremy and 26 other scien-
tists rejected the lab leak theory
in February 2020, signing a state-
ment which said: ‘We stand
together to condemn conspiracy
theories suggesting that Covid-19
does not have a natural origin.’

While many scientific experts

ted finger at China

— —=

Laboratory testing: Twc; scientists working at the Wuhan Istitute of Virology

say an animal-to-human interac-
tion is the most likely cause of
the first infection, some figures,
most notably Michael Gove, say
the virus was ‘man-made’.

Mr Gove told the Covid Inquiry
in November there was a ‘signifi-
cant body of judgement that
believes that the virus itself was
man-made - and that presents its
own set of challenges’.

Both the FBI and US Depart-
ment of Energy have said they
believe a lab leak is the most
likely cause of the disease. UK
ministers are facing calls to widen
the Covid Inquiry to include an
investigation into the origins.

A UK Government spokesman
said: ‘There are questions that
need to be answered about the
origin of Covid-19, not least so we
can ensure we are better prepared
for future pandemics. The UK
supports the World Health Organ-
isation in its study of the origins.
It is important China and other
countries co-operate fully.’

Vaccine payouts review as
claims soar after pandemic

show. Separate data reveals that
up to April 26 this year, 11,022
claims were made to the scheme
in connection with Covid jabs.
It is not a compensation scheme
but is intended to ‘ease the
resent and future burdens of
hose suffering from severe vac-
cine damage, and their families’.
Victims and families are still enti-
tled to sue for compensation.
Financing the scheme has risen
from £600,000 in 2021-22 to
£16.1million in 2023-24. Its one-off

£120,000 payment has not risen in
line with inflation since 2007. Min-
ister Esther McVey is understood
to be among those calling for
reforms to the scheme.

Last week, drugs firm Astra-
Zeneca admitted in court papers
that its Covid vaceine can cause a
rare side-effect. It is facing claims
that the jab caused death and
serious injury in 75 cases.

Charlet Crichton, from charity
UKCVFamily, which supports
those suffering from Covid vac-

cine side-effects, told The Sunday
Telegraph: ‘Ministers say you can
use the £120,000 payment to fund
litigation - but you can't, because
vaccine damage cases are long,
drawn out and costly.’

A Department of Health spokes-
man said: “We have already scaled
up and modernised the VDPS to
allow cases to be processed more
quickly, including by digitising
the application process and
increasing the number of admin-
istration staff.’
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Traffic chaos
as today Is...
‘Mayhem
Monday’

By Camron Charters

DRIVERS have been warned to
expect heavy traffic on ‘may-
hem Monday’ as millions hit
the roads after the bank holi-
day weekend.

More than 2.6 million motor-
ists face being stuck for hours
on motorways today with the
Met Office forecasting a glum
day in much of England with
rain, clouds and cold weather.

The RAC haswarned driversto
avoid making journeys from
10am to 3pm because the
motorways such as the M5 will
be at their busiest - and encour-
aged families to plan their jour-
neys in the early morning or
evening as they warn of the
busiest bank holiday since the
end of the pandemic.

Alice Simpson from the RAC
said: ‘With Covid travel restric-
tions a thing of the past, catch-
ing up with friends and family is
still the first priority.’

The Met Office has forecast a
mix of rain and sunny spells,
with temperatures reaching
highs of 21C. A spokesman said:
‘Anywhere could catch some
rain so people should be pre-
pared for that.’

Girl aged ten
Killed in blaze
at family home

A GIRL of ten died in a devas-
tating house fire early yester-
day which left her mother and
three siblings in hospital.

The woman, 37, and other
children were able to escape
and were being treated for
non-life-threatening injuries.

Their sister was found inside
the property in Bradford and
pronounced dead at the scene.
She had shared a bedroom with
two sisters aged 11 and six.

Their brother, three, got out
of the two-storey property but
their mother had to be carried
out. Their father, a teacher at a
local college, was not at home.

Police, who were called at lam
yesterday, said the blaze was
‘not suspicious’. Floral tributes
have been left at the scene.
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Sleep easy... weekend lie-ins can keep you happy

THERE’S nothing like enjoying a long
lie-in at the weekend after a busy week.
Now experts have found that it’s not
only relaxing but may have health gains
as those who get ‘catch-up sleep’ are less
likely to suffer symptoms of depression.
Researchers analysed data on nearly
8,000 people who completed an assess-
ment of depressive symptoms and
answered questions about their sleep.

By Xantha Leatham
Deputy Science Editor

They discovered that nearly half got
catch-up sleep by spending longerin bed
at the weekends.

Overall those who slept one or two
hours longer at weekends were up to
46 per cent less likely to show signs of
depressive symptoms. These can include

persistent feelings of sadness and a lack
of interest in once-enjoyable activities.

Analysis revealed that the benefit of
weekend lie-ins on these symptoms were
mainly present in those who slept six
hours or less on weekdays.

The link also appeared to be stronger in
men and those under 65, said a report in
the Journal of Affective Disorders.

The academics from Central_South

University in Hunan, China, concluded:
‘Weekend catch-up sleep of zero to two
hours was related to decreased odds of
depressive symptoms.’

However previous studies have indi-
cated that weekend lie-ins can increase
the risk of diabetes, heart disease and
obesity. Experts found that those who
slept later at weekends ate less healthily
and their gut health was impacted.

Fraudster used ®
dead daughter

as baittocon
£440,000 fromg

well-wishg
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Manipulative: Susan Goose

EXCLUSIVE
By Andrew Levy

A CON artist used her
dead daughter as ‘bait’ to
swindle seven people out
of nearly half-a-million
pounds, the son of one of

the victims has revealed.
Susan Goose, 63, manipu-
lated Jennifer Esler into bank-
rolling a bogus legal battle for
an inheritance from a man she
claimed had sexually abused
her daughter Chloe, who died

in a car crash.

Grandmother-of-six Mrs Esler,
71, handed over money for eight
years — losing her house, business
and marriage in the process.

Goose was jailed last month for
six years after admitting fraud by
false representation between 2011
and 2024 against five victims. Two
other fraud offences were taken
into consideration.

Mrs Esler has now told the Mail:
‘It will take me a long time to
recover from this, if ever.’

Her son Daniel Lingwood, 27,
added: ‘[The sentence] is not
enough. She’ll be back out and
she’ll be doing the same thing.
She’s ruined lives and destroyed
families.’ Goose groomed victims

in Norfolk before claiming she
needed money for a civil case over
an inheritance.

She took £440,000 from them,
Norwich Crown Court heard,
although the actual figure is
believed to be higher.

Police discovered that she blew
£130,000 after making 2,600 pay-
ments to gambling websites.

A Proceeds of Crime hearing
later this year may shed light on
where the rest of the money went.

Mr Lingwood believes his

‘Staggering
ruthlessness’

mother lost £252,000 in total -
although the figure cited in court
was about £149,000.

Goose gained Mrs Esler’s trust
by paying her son’s rent when he
moved into the annexe of her five-
bedroom family home in Shering-
ham, Norfolk, in 2015.

She then confided in Mrs Esler, a

Killed in car crash: Chloe Goose, 14, died in 2006

F i .

mother-of-four, about how she
had lost her own daughter.

Goose later produced a letter
which stated that she was locked
in a legal battle for a £40,000
inheritance but needed £2,000 to
fund it.

Mr Lingwood, a management
accountant, explained: “Then she
upped the ante saying the inher-
itance was going to end up near
enough to £10million.

“The story went from an inherit-
ance, to [saying] the guy she was
inheriting from had sexually
abused her daughter. [That] this
guy “felt bad” for what he did.

‘She was using her daughter as
bait. This was the same with eve-
ryone. In court, I heard this from
four people. Sometimes she was
chasing the money from the
person who had caused her
daughter’s death.’

Chloe Goose, 14, died in 2006
after a car driven by a 19-year-old
man crashed into a shop in Heth-
ersett, near Norwich.

Mr Lingwood and his stepfather

>
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Lost home: Jennifer Esler, 71, and son Daniel

had no idea what was happening
to Mrs Esler until it was suddenly
announced in late 2017 that the
family home had got to be sold
because she had defaulted on
loans she had taken out to fund
the payments to Goose.

Mrs Esler’s relationship with
her partner collapsed amid the
financial strain and in July she
suffered a mini stroke from the
stress and worry.

She lost her thriving crab dress-
ing business and, a year later, was
living in a tiny flat, relying on food
banks to eat.

Explaining why his mother kept
paying, Mr Lingwood said: ‘She
had the option of cutting her
losses or continuing to pay in the
hope she’'d get her money back.’

Mr Lingwood voiced his con-
cerns to police who investigated
the claims and Goose was
arrested on January 5 this year.

Following the court case, Detec-
tive Constable Dave Block said:
‘The longevity and extent of her
ruthlessness is staggering.’

Now diesel
drivers face
a £250 fee...

just to park!

Daily Mail Reporter

DIESEL car drivers are being
charged as much as £250
more per year to park near
their homes.

Analysis found that on-street
parking permits are more
expensive for diesel vehicles in
several parts of the country.

Eighteen of London’s 32 bor-
oughs have introduced a parking
surcharge for diesel cars.

Hackney is the most expensive
area in the capital, with diesel
car drivers charged an extra £250
for on-street parking.

This is followed by Islington,
which charges an additional
£220, and Merton, which charges
£150 in extra permit fees.

Outside of London, Brighton
and Hove City Council has
excluded diesel cars from its
cheapest permits, meaning driv-
ers can pay up to £62.05 more.

Diesel car drivers are also hit
with extra parking costs in
Edinburgh and Bath.

Luke Bosdet, of the AA, said
the extra charges were ‘simply a
council cash grab’. He added
that permits should be used to
‘regulate on-street parking for
the benefit of residents, not as a
tool to demonise car choice’.

A Hackney Council spokesman
said it introduced a diesel

surcharge in 2015 to combat the
‘public health crisis’ from ‘Lon-
don’s toxic air’.

Darren Rodwell, for the Local
Government Association, said
diesel surcharges - revealed by
the Press Association news
agency - were ‘a matter for
each counecil’.

Tehran’s latest
weapon? Rap!

IRAN is using rap music to pro-
mote hardline Islamist values -
as a dissident singer faces the
death penalty.

Dozens of lranian rappers
have been arrested since the
early 2000s, and last month
Toomaj Salehi was sentenced
to die over charges linked to a
period of nationwide unrest.

Salehi, 33, was arrested in
2022 after releasing songs criti-
cising the Iranian regime.

Now the Islamic Republic is
commissioning musicians to
‘influence young people’, it has
been reported. One exiled Ira-
nian hip-hop singer, Ghogha,
told website France 24 that rap-
pers are singing pro-govern-
ment lyrics, posing with politi-
cians, and earning up to £8,000
a month in streaming revenue.
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By Cameron Roy

A GREEN Party coun-
cillor who shouted
‘Allahu Akbar’ after
being elected helped
force a university rabbi
into hiding by falsely
accusing him of killing
children while serving

in the IDF.

Mothin All, 42, declared
his election to Leeds Coun-
cil a ‘win for the people of
Gaza’ in a rowdy victory
speech where he shouted:
‘We will not be silenced. We
will raise the voice of Gaza.
We will raise the voice of
Palestine. Allahu Akbar
(God is greatest)!”

But the newly elected poli-
tician has become shrouded
in further controversy after
comments from his TikTok
account were unearthed
from October 8 - the day
after Hamas’s terrorist
attack which killed 1,600 and
took 250 hostage.

Instead of condemning the
attacks, Mr Ali labelled Israel
‘white supremacists’ and
claimed Gaza was ‘the big-
gest concentration camp the
world has ever seen’.

He went on to brand rabbi
Zechariah Deutsch, a chap-
lain at the University of

Leeds, a ‘kind of animal,” an
‘absolute low-life,” ‘abso-
lutely disgusting’ and
‘shameful,” and falsely
claimed that he had deliber-
ately tried to ‘kill women and
children’ in Gaza.

Mr Deutsch, his wife Nava
and their two children were
moved to a safe location on
police advice after the hate

‘We will not
be silenced’

campaign intensified with
‘hundreds’ of malicious calls
to the family, including
threats to kill the rabbi, to
rape and kill Mrs Deutsch
and to murder their children.

In a recording of one phone
call to Mrs Deutsch - heard

LOCAL ELECTION FALLOUT

Green zealot's talse ot
claims that forced :
rabbi into hiding

by the Mail - the caller said:
‘“Tell that Jewish son of a
bitch we are coming for him.’
Mr Ali declined to comment
yesterday when approached
by MailOnline. The Green
Party was also contacted.

The campaigner, who runs
a gardening YouTube chan-
nel with his wife and chil-
dren, suggested that Hamas's
atrocities were justified
because ‘Palestinians have
the right to resist occupying
forces’. He urged viewers to
‘support the right of indige-
nous people to fight back’.
He also accused Israel of try-
ing to ‘erase the legitimacy of
the native population’.

The Leeds Beckett Univer-
sity graduate, who is the
director of his own account-
ancy firm, started his TikTok
account just before the war

in Gaza began and has since
then frequently posted his
ramblings on the subject.

After his election victory in
the Gipton and Harehills
seat with 3,070 votes, he
claimed people were ‘fed up’
of being ‘let down’' by the
Labour couneil.

In 2009 Mr Ali founded My
Family Garden, which is a
plot of land growing a variety
of organic produce from the
UK and Bangladesh.

He said his mission was to
keep alive traditional grow-
ing techniques that have
been passed down to him.
His YouTube channel has
53,000 subscribers.

Mr Ali is also a qualified
mufti, which is a Muslim
legal expert who is empow-
ered to give rulings on reli-
gious matters.

Continued from Page One

him with an extraordinary set of 18
demands, including ending Britain’s mili-
tary ties with Israel and recognising the
state of Palestine.

Last night senior Tories said they feared
the elections will mean town halls end up
being dominated by debates over foreign
affairs rather than local services.

Ex-Cabinet minister Sir Jacob Rees-Mogg
told the Mail: ‘People are entitled to their
views but foreign affairs is a matter for the
House of Commons, not local councils.

“This is a consequence of the Left’s attempt
to segment society and create a coalition of
minorities rather than a unified whole. This
is very divisive for the country at large.’

Former Home Office minister Sir John
Hayes added: ‘I find it disturbing when you
have people standing for election not
because they care about making a contri-
bution to building a better Britain, but
because they are more interested in events
overseas. It's important that people can
express their views on foreign affairs, but
that should not be the basis for standing to
govern a local authority.” Tory candidate

‘Deranged zealots
in their party’

and former No 10 chief of staff Nick Timo-
thy said: ‘Of course it alarms people that

oliticians scream “Allahu Akbar” about a

oreign war in a British local election held
to decide who collects the bins.

‘As ever, the usual liberal suspects prefer
to turn a blind eye, or even defend it.’

The war has loomed large over Westmin-
ster since Hamas's terror attack of October
T triggered deadly reprisals by Israel.

Sir Keir suffered the biggest rebellion of
his leadership in November when ten front-
benchers resigned or quit over his refusal
to call for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza.

But Thursday’s local elections were the
first time that large numbers of

Campaign. Kaieel Khan

The Palestlne sympathlsers rldmg

wave of support for wartorn Gaza

CANDIDATES across northern
Britain were elected to coun-
cils after expressing support
for the Palestinian cause.

KALEEL KHAN, who cam-
paigned as a pro-Palestinian
independent candidate in the
Thameside Council elections
in Greater Manchester
defeated long-serving Labour
incumbent Dave McNally.

His campaign website reads:
‘The Labour Party’s failure to
declare the Israeli actions in
Gaza a potential genocideisa
disgrace.’ It was one of two
seats Labour lost to an inde-
pendent. Law graduate AISHA

KOUSER was one of eight
independent candidates to
win a seat on Oldham Council
also in Greater Manchester.
Ms Kouser was among sev-
eral candidates to express
her support for Palestine
while running for election
and she included the red,
white, green and black flag
on her campaign material.
She won more than double
the votes of her nearest rival
-the Labour candidate - after
describing herself as a “voice
for Palestine’ in the run-up to
the election. Meanwhile, the
Palestinian flag was also used

by a group of prospective
councillorsstanding as BLACK-
BURN INDEPENDENTS. Seven
of the nine were elected to
Blackburn with Darwen Coun-
Cil. On their website, the group
said they were motivated by
the ‘perceived lack of ade-
quate attention and support
from both the Labour and
Conservative parties’.

They added: ‘[We] aspire to
bring a fresh perspective
to the political arena, advo-
catingforjustice,and address-
ing the gaps left by main-
stream politics regarding the
Palestinian cause.’

pro-Palestine campaigners have
stood for election, mostly in areas
of the North West with large Mus-
lim populations.

It will lead to concerns about
growing sectarianism in British
politics. In Oldham, independent
candidates won eight of the 21
seats available, with several of
them explicitly campaigning in
support of Palestine. In Pendle,

Lancashire, pro-Palestinian inde-
pendents won five of the 12 seats
up for grabs. There was a similar
surge in Bradford, where nine of
the 30 seats went to independ-
ents. Seven of the candidates
either criticised Labour directly
for its Gaza stance, or made pro-
Palestinian statements.

Mothin Ali, a Green Party candi-
date in Leeds, said he would ‘raise

the voice of Palestine — Allahu
Akbar!” during his victory speech,
although Palestine did not feature
on his party profile page.

Tory peer Lord Jackson of Peter-
borough said the Greens ‘will rue
the day it admitted these deranged
zealots into their party for cheap
opportunistic short-term reasons’.

In the West Midlands mayoral
election, pro-Palestine independ-

ent Akhmed Yakoob came third
with 69,621 votes.

Before the count there had been
an anonymous briefing to the BBC
- condemned by Labour HQ - that
the party would lose the contest
as a result of the ‘Middle East not
West Midlands’, and that Hamas
were ‘real villains’.

Sir Keir told Sky News: ‘I say
directly to those who may have
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Victorious: Mothin Ali after his election win

Rosette: Aisha Kouser |

voted Labour in the past, but
felt on this occasion they
couldn’t, that across the West
Midlands we are a proud and
diverse community. I have heard
you. I have listened.

‘And I am determined to meet
your concerns and to gain your
respect and trust again in
the future.’

Comment - Page 14
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T WAS the moment that
defined the local elec-
tions, though you won't
have seen it on the BBC.
Mothin Ali, newly elected to
Leeds City Council, punched
his fist in the air and, to the
delight of his supporters,
yelled: “We will raise the voice
of Gaza, we will raise the voice
of Palestine. Allahu Akbar!’

Palestine, rather than counecil tax,
children’s services or bin collections,
got him elected. The most cursory
glance at the results shows Labour’s
vote collapsing in areas with large
Muslim electorates, notably Brad-
ford, Blackburn and Oldham.

In the West Midlands, Akhmed Yak-
ooh, an independent standing mainly
on a platform of solidarity with Gaza
(plus more burial spaces for Muslims
and more housing) won more than
69,000 votes, taking more than 20 per
cent of the vote from Birmingham
proper and nearly costing Labour
the mayoralty.

If I were looking at the results from
a narrowly partisan point of view, I
might allow myself a grim smile. The
rise of George Galloway and assorted
Muslim radicals is not a problem for
the Conservative Party.

Indeed, an extrapolation from
Thursday’s vote shows Sir Keir

Identity politics
does not work in
an open society’

Starmer falling short of an overall
majority — a very different picture
from recent opinion polls and
constituency surveys, which predict
Labour winning by more than

100 seats.

But what is happening goes way
beyond party politics. We are see-
ing something that has for a long
time been almost unknown in
mainland Britain, namely sectar-
ian voting.

Until now, we have been good at
assimilating settlers. Greek and
Turkish Cypriots have lived
alongside one another in the
same North London streets, leav-
ing their quarrels at the door.
Likewise Turks and Kurds, Serbs
and Croats.

This unremarked and rather
beautiful fact is most striking
when we consider the story of
most Britons of South
Asian heritage.

The partition of India in 1947
was accompanied by indescriba-
ble violence. People were tor-
tured, mutilated, raped, burned
alive, blinded with chilli powder,
boiled in cauldrons, hacked
to pieces.

Bands of ‘goondas’ (ruffians)
slaughtered patients in their hos-
pital beds, children in their class-
rooms, worshippers in their
mosques, temples and gurdwaras.
Trains would arrive from across
the new border with blood seep-
ing from every aperture.

I read several eye-witness
accounts of the atrocities some
years ago, and can barely bring
myself to think about, let alone
write about, what happened.

But here is the extraordinary
thing. Migrants to the UK came
disproportionately from the
provinces most affected by

the violence — above all Punjab.
The children of vietims and
perpetrators made a decision to
live alongside one another as
cood neighbours. Muslim, Sikh or
Hindu: no one wanted to dredge
up the bad times.

What has changed? How is it
that communities that were will-
ing to put aside enmities that
affected their own families are
now agitated about fighting in a
place thousands of miles from
either their ancestral or their cur-
rent homes?

There have been two malign
developments. First, there has
been what I can only call an
Arabisation of Islam. Most first-
generation Muslims in Britain

were from the Sufi tradition that
emphasises personal piety.

But from the late 1970s, a differ-
ent and increasingly fundamental
form of Islam gained ground.
And today this is more popular
among younger Muslims than
their elders.

The bigger change is in how we
think of ourselves as a nation.
When the first settlers came from
Punjab, Gujarat, Kashmir and
Bengal, Britain's prevailing ethic
was individualism. All citizens
were responsible for their own
actions. People were not answer-
able for what their ancestors
had done.

That ethic is muech more unu-
sual than is sometimes realised.

A yell of ‘Allahu

AKkbar’ defined
theselocal

elections. Our
democracy will
break apart
if the sectarian
voting which it
embodies takes
hold in Britain

COMMENTARY
By Daniel
Hannan

India and Pakistan never prop-
erly got over the trauma of
partition. They went on to
fight repeated wars, and their
border is the most militarised on
Earth. In a way, that 1s
more understandable.

But in Britain, our moral code,
like our legal system, emphasised
personal autonomy. Vendetta,
carrying your quarrel against your
enemy’s family, is the default set-
ting of a tribal species like ours.
Britain was unusual in making
it unthinkable.

Until now. The claim of identity
politics is that we are all defined
by our group, whether on grounds
of race, gender or sexual identity.
Starting around 2015, a phenom-
enon that sociologists call the
‘Great Awokening’ gathered pace.
Instead of being taught that they
were equal citizens, students
were told that they needed to be
aware of where their group slot-
ted into an imagined pyramid
of oppression.

The danger of woke is not that
it is nonsense, but that it is peril-
ously seductive. We evolved in
kin-groups, and are easily stirred

"The war in Gaza is the immediate focus
point, but this could be just the beginning”
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up against supposed outsiders. It
is Britain’s historie value of com-
mon citizenship that requires
patient education, both of new
arrivals and the young.

In a society where people are
now categorised, not on the basis
of their behaviour, but by whether
an ancestor owned or worked on
a Caribbean plantation, is it any
wonder that tribalism is making
a comeback?

The war in Gaza is the immedi-
ate focus point, but this could be
just the beginning.

Notice, for example, the only
parts of London where Sadi
Khan lost votes compared to 1as
time in 2021: Brent and Harrow
(where many British Hindus live)
and Ealing and Hillingdon (many
Sikhs). Grateful as I am f