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Bank

ALWAYS YOU FIRST

A Strong Foundation

for a World Class Bank
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Our Bank is created on three founding principles - Ethical Banking, Digital Banking and Banking for Social Good. We are happy to
share that we are living these three principles every day. Our products are designed with a ‘Customer First’ thinking, our services
are digitized for your convenience, and we serve diverse segments of our society.

We are confident that, on this strong foundation that we have built, our Bank can grow in a sustained manner and embrace the
amazing opportunities that our wonderful country offers. We thank you for providing us this opportunity and for your trust.

Welcome to Customer-Friendly Banking by IDFC FIRST Bank.

Lo 1800 10 888 L IDFC FIRST Bank Q

Loans & Advances includes Credit Substitutes; For a financial year, Incremental credit to deposit ratio = incremental growth in gross advances for that financial year ! incremental growth of total deposit for that financial year; The Bank
consciously calibrated loan growth o improve he credil dep: fig; FY'19 PAT includes ¥ 1,691 crore of net losses due o goodwill write-off bacause of merger batweaan erslwhile IDFC Bank and arstwhile Capital First Limited in December
2018; Excluding this, the net loss for FY'19 would have been T 253 crorg; GHNPA & NMNPA for the Bank excluding legacy infrastructure finance portfodio which is being wound down, is at 1.55% and 0.42% respectively as on 31* March, 2024




CRY BABIES: Amateur sumo wrestlers hold babies during
‘Makizumo' or a babycrying sumo contest in Tokyo. REUTERS

Bangladesh faces longest-ever heatwave

oHAKA: The authorities in Bangladesh have issued another
heatwave alert for three more days from Sunday as the
South Asian eountry is facing its longest heatwave in 75
years. Bangladesh reported the season's highest temper-
ature at 42.7°C on Friday in the south-western district of
Chuadanga. Dhaka's maximum temperature was 38.2

degrees that day. s

Pope speaks to inmates behind prison show
VENKCE: Pope Francis on Sunday travelled to Venice to visit
the Holy See's pavilion at the Biennale contemporary art
show and meet with the people who created it. Francis
“Paradoxically, a stay in prison can mark the beginning of
something new," Francis said. ap

Dubai plans $35 bn new airport facility

oueA: The Dubai International Airport will move tsopem@tions to
the city-state's second, sprawling airfield in its southerm desert
reaches "withinthe next 10years” ina project worth nearly $35
hillion, its ruler said onSunday. Sheikh Mohamimed bin Rashid
Al Malktoum's annauncement marks the latest chapter in the

TELAVIY, APRIL2B
A senior Qatan offical has
urged Isrmael and Hamas to
show “more commitment
and more seriousness” in
ceasefire  negotiations  1n
interviews with Israeh media,
as pressure builds to reach a
deal that would free some
Israeh hostages and bring a
cease-fire inthe nearly seven-
month-long war in Gaza.

Gatar, which hosts Hamas
headquarters in Doha, has
been a key intermediary and
was instrumental, along with
the US and Egyvpt. in helping
negotiate a brief halt to the
fighting m November that
led to the release of dozens of
hostages. But in a sign of
frustmtion, Qatar this month
gaid it was reassessing its
mediator role,

An Israeli delegation is
expected in Epvpt in the

Pl0Odocwhodrove
familyoff cliffinUS
had‘breakdown’

rebound of itslonghaul carrier Emirates after the Covid- 1S9 pan-

dermic grounded international travel. s

Tornadoes claim two lives in Oklahoma
HOLDENVILLEUSE At least two persons, includinga child, diedintor-
nadaoes that swept through Oklahoma, the authorities said on
Sunday as emergency crews assessed the extensive damage
to homes and businesses due to the highwelocity winds, hail
and flooding. Since Friday, dozens of tornadoes have reported-
by wreaked havoc in the nation's midsection, including Okla-
haorma, Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas and Texas. w»

Iran unveils new ‘kamikaze’ drone

TEHRAN: The Iranian military on Sunday presented a new
attack drone designedto flyintotargets and explode, like the
kind used by Russia in the war in Ukraine, According to state
news agency Tasnim, the new lranian drone, which has not
yel been publicly named, is similar tothe Russian Zala Lancet
drone, which was first produced in 2020, wwsom

Forbes scribe under house arrest in Russia
Moscow: Sergey Mingazow, a journalist wor king for the Russian
edition of the US magazine Forbes, has been placed under
house arrest after being detained for allegedly spreading
“fake news"” about the armed forces, reparted CNN. aa

WASHINGTON DC, APRIL 28

An Indian-American radiol-
ogist who drove his family
off the chff had a ‘psychotic
breakdown' and believed

being sex trafficked ., a psv-
chologist testified regarding
the case, according to the
San Francisco Chronicle.

Radiologist Dharmesh
Patel drove the Tesla carry-
ing his wife and two chil-
dren off a San Mareo Coun-
tv chff resulting in the
crash that took place last
January.

The expert witness called
by Patel's lawvers said he
had diagnosed him with
major depressive disorder
with asingle episode of psy-
chotic features and anxous
distress, — ANI

INFQCUS

An integrated
package of
management
technologies must
be developed to
deal with the
challenges ofthe
DSR system and
enablefarmersto
obtain yield levels
comparable with
those of the
transplanted

rice system.

This requires
strengthening of the
multidisciplinary
research system
to provide solutions
for the factors that
reduce DSR rice
vield. Participatory
inkages need tobe
developed between
farmersand other
stakeholdersto
achieve assured
maximisation of
productivity.

his children were at risk of
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HAMAS RELEASES
VIDEO OF HOSTAGES

B Hamas on Saturday released a
video of two hostages who
were seen pleading lsraelil PM
Benjamin Netanyahu to negotk
ate their release

- = In the video, Americandsrael

Israeli tanks parked nearthe southern |srae HGaza border, REUTERS

Keith Slege urges Netarmyahu to
negotiate with Hamas for a
hostage release deal

This s the first video released of
Siegel after hewas held hostage
by Harmas along with his wife
from their residence in Kibbutz
Kfar Aza on October 7

coming days to discuss the
latest proposals 1n negotia-
tions, and senior Hamas offi-
cial Basem Namm said in a
message to The Associated
Press that a delegation from
the militant proup will also
head to Caim for talks. He did

not elaborate, but Epgvpts
state-owned al-Qahera TV
gaid the delegation would
arrive on Monday:

The interviews with Qatar's
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
gon Majed al-Ansari by liber-
al daily Haaretz and Ismeh

public broadeaster Kan were
published and aired Saturday
evening. They came as Israel
promises to mvade Gaza's
gsouthernmost city of Rafah
despite global concern for
maore than 1 million Palestini-
ans sheltenng there, — AP

Dar appointed Pak Deputy PM

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 28
In a surprise move, Pak-
istan's Foreign Minister
Ishag Dar was on Sunday
appointed the country's
Deputy Prime Minister.
Dar, 73, a chartered
accountant and a veteran
politicdan, belongs to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party.

Arcording to a notification
1ssued by the Cabinet Divi-
sion, the appointment was
made by PM Shanf “with
immediate effect and until
further orders™.

The announcement was
made when both PM Sharif

and Foreign Minister Dar
were away in Saudi Arabia
to attend a World Economic
Forum's moot. Dar 15 con-
gsidered close to former pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif due to
matrimonial links between
the two families, as his son
15 the son-in-law ofthe elder
sharif. — PT1I
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Astudentwalks past Israeli flags near a protest site insupport
of Palestinians at Columbia University in New York. rReuters

Anti-war protests on; US
varsities, cops crackwhip

NEWYORE, APRIL 28
Fraom New York to Califomia,
students protesting  the
Israel-Hamas war slept in
tents at college campuses, as
some umversities moved to
shut dewn encampments
and amested demonstrators,

With the death toll mount-
ing in the war in Gaza, pro-
testers nationwide  are
demanding schools cut finan-
cial ties to Israel and divest
from companies they say
enable the conflict. Some
Jewish students say the
protests have veered mto
antisemitism and made them
aftmaid to set foot on campus.

At Columbia University in
New York City, where early
pmtests sparked pro-Pales-
tinian demonstrations across
the country, students and
administrators have engaged
in negotiations, the universi-
ty said in a statement Satur-
day night.

*Dialogue between universi-
ty officials and student organ-

17ers is ongoing, We want to be
clear: There 15 no truth to
claims of an impending lock-
down or evictions on cam-
pus,” the Columbia adminds-
tration's statement said.

Though the untversity
repeatedly set and then
pushed back deadlines for the
removal of the encampment,
the school sent an email to
students sayving that bnnging
back police “at this time”
would be counterproductive.

Decisions to call n law
enformement, leading to hun-
dreds of arrests nationwade,
hive prompted schoaol faculty
members at universities in
California, Georgia and Texcas
to initiate or pass votes of no
confidencein their leadership.

The University of Southern
California said on Saturd ayit
had tempomnly closed its
University Park Campus to
non-residents, without pro-
viding details of the closure
or possible enforcement
measures, — AP

Sunak doesn'trule out July poll amid detection by MP

LONDON, APRIL 28

British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak on Sunday refused to
categorically rule out a July
general election amid a dam-
aging defection by one of his
Conservative Party MPs to
the Opposition Labour Party,
just days before local and
mayoral elections in the

AGRICULTURE

country on May 2.

Dan Poulter, a doctor and
Central Suffolk and North
Ipswich ME said he would
switch his allegiance to Oppo-
sition benches before stand-
ing down as a parhamentarian
at the next election because
he could no longer detend the
Tory pgovernment's track

record on the National Health
service (NHS).

Against the backdrop of
this latest embarrassment.
Sunak was asked during a
‘Sky News' interview that
his repeated assertion of a
general election in the “sec-
ond half of this vear” could
also mean July.

*“When 1t comes to a gener-
al election, I've been very
clear about that multiple
times, and again, I'm not
going to say anything more
than I've already said, I've
been very clear about that,”
said Sunak, who was then
pressed five times to rule
out an election during what

would be a peak summer
month for the UK.

“¥ou're pgoing to try and
draw whatever conchision
you want fromwhat I say. I'm
going to always try and say
the same thing, You should
justlisten to what I said, [the]
same thing I've said all vear”
he replied. — PT1

PADDY FARMING

Directseeding otrice needsalfillip toimproveyield

MS Bajwa

HE prevailing water

crisis 18 posing the

biggest threat to agro-

economic sustamabality
and socio-economic stability in
India. This problem is being
aggravated by pglobal warming
and climate change Saving
water and using it judiciously
are now recognised as one of the
top priorities in the country.

The governments and exten-
sion agencies  in Punjab,
Harvana and other states are
motivating farmers to adopt
water-efficient crop production
approaches, particularly for the
cultivation of rice, which is a
high-irrigation crop {(requiring
3.000-5,000 cubic metres of water
per tonne of prain produced).
One recommendation 15 to shift
from conventional waterinten-
sive transplanted rice (TPR) cul-
tivation in flooded/saturated soil
towards direct seeding of rice
{(D5R) — sowing/drilling seed in
the soil at a workable moisture
content, pre-emergence spraying
of herbicide, first irrigation 21
days after sowing and thereafter
at 5-7 days’ interval. The DSR
gystem can save water, eliminate
the labourintensive
transplanting, reduce costs,
increase income and ensure bet-
ter soil conditions for the follow-
ing crops. The DSR is eco-friend-
Iy as it reduces methane (a
potent greenhouse gas) emis-
sions assoclated with anaerobie
conditions in submerged soils (as
in the TPR system), and hence
can play a pivotal role in mitigat-
ing climate change.

All-out efforts are being made
by the governments to increase
areg under the DSR in Punjab
and Haryana, with proposed tar-

step of

LESS LABOUR-INTENSIVE, TENDS TO MATURE FASTER THAN TRANSPLANTED CROP

B Direct-seeded crops require
less [abour andtend ta
mature faster than
transplanted crops.

®|n this method, plants are not
subjected to stresses such as
being pulled from the soll and
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gets to bring T and 2-2.5 lakh
acres, respectively, under it dur-
ing 2024, Experiences of farmers
in recent wvears and research
reports of PAU, the International
Rice Research Institute and oth-

ers show that compared to the
TPR, the DSH approach can
reduce water usage by over T0
per cent for land preparation and
over 20 per cent during the
grinvth of the rice crop. However,
water-saving under the DSR svs-
tem comes at the cost of up to 30
per cent lower vield than the
TPR system. The extent of vield
loss varies with soil properties,
seeding practices, water man-
agement, weed infestation, effi-
ciency in adoption of recom-
mended crop production
management practices and agro-
ecological conditions. The adop-
tion of the DSR svstem by the
farmers is, therefore, not grow-
ing a5 desired despite incentives

re-establishing fine rootlets. | DRY DIRECT SEEDING coverthe seeds using atdepths greater
However, they have mare B This mmethod i usually a spike-tooth harrow. than 10-15 mm.
competition from weeds. | practised for rainfed ~ Drilling ® Fertilisers can be
=Depending on the land and deepwater | Precision EppiFc 8t same
preparation method used, ecosyslems. _ @ equipment, time as the seed.
direct seeding can be done jn | FAMmerssowanto | ! suchas the MEHCET eI 5
two ways: dry or wet. drysoll surface, ~ Turbo Happy easierin ma{:hmef
then incorporate the Seader, can be drilled crops than in
seed elther by plowing usedtodrill seeds. broadcast crops.
sl mDrill 80100 kg of Dibbling
Broadcasting seeds per hectare. — . ®itis usually
mBroadeast 6080 kel meapde are - practised along
seeds uniforrmby by nlaced by the maoauntain slopes
hand or in furrows in machine into /or where plowing
one hectare, both dry and " and harrowing
mMake shallow molst soll, and then are difficult.
furrows by passing a irrigated. Asmooth, W | Jse a long wood or
o furrower along the level seedbed Is nec- bamboo polewith a
prepared field. essary to ensure that Imietal scoop attached
—dmAfter broadeastin g, seeds are nat planted for digging holes.

WET SEEDING: Directseeding can be done in wet fields through

: "-1 ] i broadecasting or drilling seeds into the mud with a drum seeder.

SOURCE: MTERKATIONAL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE'S RICE KNOWLEDGE BAMK

of Rs 1.500 per acre in Punjab
and Rs 4.000/acre in Harvana,
being offered to them by the gov-
ernments. During 2023, against
the targets of bringmg under the
DSHE about 5 lakh acres in Pun-
jab and 2 lakh acres in Harvana,
these states could manage to
achieve only about 1.7 (even less
than about 2.12 lakh acres
achieved during 2022) and 1.78
lakh acres, respectively.

While shifting to the DSR sys-
temn, the most crucial issue 1s that
the currenthy cultovated high-vield-
ing nce vanetieshvbrids chame-
teristically produce potential {max-
imum achievable) wields when
grown under reduced (i.e. low ood-
dation reduction potential) anaero-
bie soil conditions created by keep-
ing the rice root zone soil system
submerged or saturated with
water. It 15 well established that
electrochemical and chemical
properties of the soil under flooded

amd saturated conditions remain
similar. The DSR wields remain
signi ficantly lower than the obtain-
able potential vield when root zone
zo1l 15 below the saturation leveli.e.
under aerobic conditions, Plant
breeders must respond to the chal-
lenge of developing aerobic-
resilient rice varieties specifically
suitable for the aerobic DSR sys-
term. These varieties should have
high-yvield potential, drought tober-
ance, early seedling vigour, resist-
ance to biotie and abiotic stresses,
weed competitiveness, deeper
mooting and strong stems to resist
lodging at matunty.

In addition to the availability of
DSR-specific suitable wvariety,
the kev rice-vield reducing fac-
tors under the DSR system
include: (1) poor seed germina-
tion and crop establishment due
to inefficient management of sail
moisture at sowing, and damage
by birds, rats, snails, desiceation

of surface sown seeds; (11) failure
to control weeds and insect pests
because of inefficient use of her-
bicides and pesticides; (ii1) iron
deficiency at early seedling and
later stages of plant growth, par-
ticularly in plants grown on
light-textured soil; (i) lodging at
maturity due to poor root anchor-
age; (v) unsuitable sol proper-
ties; (vi) inappropriate crop and
mput management practices. All
these issues  have to  be
addressed to enable farmers to
enhance crop production effi-
ciency of the DSR system and
achieve assured high productivi-
ty, profitability and net income
comparable to the TPR system.
Soils in large tracts of land in
Punjab {(about 07 million
hectares), Harvana and across the
oountry (about Tmillion hectares)
are salt-affected kallarusor.
These soils are not suitable for the
D5R system until they are ade-

quately reclaimed. Rice plants are
known to be highly sensitive to
salinity/alkalinity in the soil dur-
ing seed germination and early
seedhng  development  stage,
because of which the vield of the
crop pfrown in  salt-affected
kallarfusar soils gets significantly
reduced. The vield losses under
the DSR system would be signifi-
cantly greater (can be even total
crop fathire) than under the TPR
system because of much higher
concentration of salts m the sur-
face soil where the seed 15 directly
sown. The TPR system 15 recom-
mended in these soils because
well-grown healthy seedlings get
established in a much better way.
Moreover, salinity/alkalinity in
the root zone soil appreciably
decreases (effect of dilution) due
to flood inglsaturation.

An integrated package of man-
agement technologies must be
developed and applied to dealwith
the challenges of the DSE system
and enable farmers to obtain vield
levels comparable with the TPR
system. This requires strengthen-
ing of the multidisciplinary
reseanch system to provide techno-
logical solutions for the DSR rice
vield-reducing factors.

Direct seeding of rice 15 a prom-
15ing alternative planting system
amid water shortage, But partie-
ipatory linkages need to be
developed between farmers,
technology generators and dis-
sermnators for generating and
disseminating synergistic com-
binations of technologies to
achieve assured maximisation of
productivity of DSR rice and nar-
row the gap between the DSR
and TPR systems in terms of eco-
nomic returns to the farmers.

The cuthor 15 a former Director of
Research, PAU, Ludhwna

Send your feedback lo letters@iribunemail.com
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China talks smooth,
India will never bow

Canada
Study 4 Spouse Visa Together

Do you know?

Pak boat carrying ¥600-cr drugs

SC tn hearl(ejn S
petition against
ED arrest today

SATYA PRAKASH

THIHIPNE XHWS SENVEE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

The Supreme Court will on
Monday hear Delln CM
Arvind Eejriwal's petition
challenging the Dellu High
Court's verdict upholding his
arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in 8 money
laundering case linked to the
Delhi exrise policy scam.

Mann to meet Delhi
CM in Tihar tomorrow

Kejriwal's petition is hsted
before a Bench led by Justice
Sanjiv Khanna, which had
1ssued notice to the EDon his
petition on April 15. On Sat-
umday, Kejriwal told the
Supreme Court that his
arrest by the ED in the case
was a dassic case of a nuling
party misusing probe agen-
cies to crush its biggest polit-
ical opponent — AAP and its
leaders. The EDwas acting in
the most highhanded man-
ner in a gmss affront to the
due process of law, he alleged

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

seized off Gujarat coast, 14 held

Coast Guard, ATS, NCB act aﬁertlpoﬁ onvessel entenng Indianwaters

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

A Pakistani boat with 86 kg
narcotics worth Rs 600 crore
and 14 crew members, all
nationals of that country, was
seized at sea west of Porban-
dar, Gujarat. All crew mem-
bers were arrested.

The Indian Coast Guard,
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS),
Cugarat, and the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) car-
ried out the joint operation.
The NCB named the opera-
tion Sagarmanthan-II and
said this was the third suc-
cessful big mariime joint
operation in the past T0
days. In February this year
3300 kg narcotics were
seized and in March, 62 kg
narcotics were seized.

The ATS had a tip-off
regarding a foreign boat com-
mg to the Indian waters with
narcotics and foreign nation-
als aboard. In the early hours
of April 26, the boat was spot-
ted inthe Indian waters,

Ships and aimeraft of the
Indian Coast Guard were
deployed on concurrent mis-
sions as part of the operm-
tion. ICGS Rajratan., a coast

|ndian Coast Guard Ship Rajatan (L) with seized Pakistani boat; and (below) its arrested crew in Arabian Sea. Fm

guard vessel, took the lead.
Officials of the NCB and the
ATS were ferried on board
another coast puard vessel to
ICGS Rajratan and they
identified the suspect boat.
The drug-laden boat tried to

evade the Coast Guard.

2 SAGARMANTHAN-II THIRD BIG

ICGS Rajratan pressed into
service the ship's specialist
team, which embarked on
the suspect boat After a
thorough check, it con-
firmed the presence of a se-
able amount of narcotics.
The Pakistan boat along

Prince insulting rajas, silent on nawabs PM

Targets Rahulfor remarks over alleged mass suppression by Indian kings

Aprri TANDON
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday intensified
his attack on the Congress
questioning  former party
president RBahul Gandhi's
remarks that the reign of Indi-
an kingswas marked by mass
suppression as royals would,
at whim., snatch away from
people whatever they fanced.
apeaking in Katnataka's Bela-
gavi and Uttara EKannada
ahead of the third phase
polling on May 7, the PM, with-
out nammg Rahul recalled
the chantable acts of erst-
while royals, including Baro-
da's Gaikwad rovalty that
spotted and supported BR
Ambedkar's talent by financ-
mg his education abroad.
CONTINUED ON PAGE §

SAD fields Valtoha
from Khadoor Sahib

AMRTSAR: The Khadoor
Sahib LS seat 15 set to witness
an interesting contest with
the SAD announang the can-
didature of Virsa Smgh Valto-
ha. He will be pitted against
Waris Punjab De head Amrit-
pal Singh (Independent),
Laljit Bhullar (AAP) and Man-
jit Singh Manna Miamvind
(BJP). The Congress is vet to
name s nomines, The SAT{A)
15 supporing Amritpal. INSIDE

Khemka in spot for
criticising PM, govt

CHANDIGARH: Rohtak Divi-
siondl Commissioner Sanjeev
Verma has filed a complaint
against Additional Chief Sec-
retary Ashok Khemka. alleg-
ing he criticdsed the state
government and targeted
PM Modi on X even as the
model code of conduct was in
foree. He said Khembka ques-
tioned PMs intention ating
delay in probe into Robert
Vadra-DLF deal. INSIDE

P NEFE:I‘H:I ra Modi with ﬁ:urn‘rer Karnataka E‘.I".'1 Basavaraj Bommai
and other BJP leaders at & rally in Davanagere. FTi

CITES ERSTWHILE ROYALS' CHARITABLE ACTS

® P Mod | recalled charita ble
actsof erstwhile royals,
including Baroda's Galkwad
royalty that financed BR
Armbedkar's education abroad

B “The prince hasinsulted leg-
endany royals like Chhatrapati
Shivaji and Kitur Mahamni

Chinnarmma whaose pathatism
still inspires our nation,” he said
B He asked ifthe Congress leader
knesw arything about the contri-
butions of Mysore royaltyor the
fact that Rani Ahivabal Holkar
of the Malwa royalty restored
several places of worship

Modi's speeches
betray sense of
WorTy, says Jairam

Anm Tmnm.r

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

The Congress on Sunday
brushed aside allegations that
it would pive away quotas
meant for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and OBCs
to the Muslims and saxd PM
Narendra Modi's post Phase-1
speeches betrayed a sense of

METVOLLSESS ill'l'lj."u'i.?{]l"!‘].-'.

FULL INTERVIEW INSIDE

In an exclusive nterview
with The Tribune, Congress
general secretary, communi-
cations, Jairam Ramesh said
there was no Modi wave in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Ultraskillvillage guard in J&K gunfight

Hunt on for 8 Pak terrorists ‘on mission to disrupt polling’

JAMMU , APEIL 2B

Village Defence Guard
(VDG member was killed in
an encounter between terror-
ists and security forces in the
Basantgarh area of Udham-
pur distnet in Jammu divi-
sion early on Sunday.

The meident took place
when a team of the J&K
Police along with VDG mem-
bers launched a search opera-
tion following a tip-off about

Security personnel pay tribute to
the slainguard in Udhampur. /i

the presence of temrorists at
Chochru Gala heights around
7.45 am. Temrorists suddenly

opened fire at the security
forees, mjuring VDG member
Mohammad Sharief, a resi-
dent of Khaned. He later sue-
cumbed to his injuries,
Additional Director General
of Police {(ADGP) Anand Jain
sad YA facenff ensued
between the pobce team and a
group of hiding termrists.” Bil-

lowing an mitial esxchange of

fire that last over half an hour,
the terronsts fled deep into the
forest area and were being

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4§

Navy checks missile-hit ship; 22 Indians safe

NEW DELHI, APHIL 28
specialist teams of the Indian
Navy deploved on board war-
ship INS Enchi have inspected
crude cil tanker MV Androme-
da Star at sea for any damage
and safety of its 30 crew, inchud-
g 22 Indian nationals,

The: Panama-flaggred
tanker was hit by Yemen-
based Houthi rebels as it was

ON WAYTO INDIAN PORT

88 Crew including 22
Indians, aresafe and vessel
iscontinuingits scheduled
transitto next port. Indian Navy

transiting the Red Sea en
route to Vadinar in India
from Russia's Primorsk.

The vessel was intercepted
by INS Kochi and an aenal
reconnaissance was camied
out by a hebicoptertoassess the
situation. An explosive ond-
nance disposal team  was
deployed on board Androme-
da for residual risk assess-
ment. The crew are safe and
the wvessel is continuing its

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

| JOINT OPERATION IN 70 DAYS

'The Indian Coast Gua rd, Arti-Terrorism
Squad, Gujarat, and the Nareotics Control
Bureau carried out the joint operation

X B The NCB narmed the operation Saganman-
tharell and said it was the third successful
big maritime joint operation in 70 days

B The drugdaden boat tried to evade the
CoastGuard. Along with its crew, t wasbeing
brought to Porbandar for investigation

with 1ts crew was confiscated
and was being brought to
Porbandar for further inves-
tigations. The Coast Guard
gaid 11 such successful “law
enforcement operations”
had been carned out in the
past three years.

down, says Ra]nath

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

Defence DMiaster Rajnath
singhtodaysad talkes between
India and China were going on
smoothly and n a pood ema-
monment. He saud India would
never “how down

Rajnath was referring to the
ongomg round of falks o ease
tensionsalong the Line of Actu-
al Control — thede facto bound-
arywith China — sinre the two
gides are locked m a military
stand-off since May 2020.

Ramnath, n Ahmedabad to
campaign for BJP candidates
contesting the Lok Sabha eec-
tions, said India had become a
powerful country from the il -
itary point of view and wanted
to mamtain good rel ations with
its neighbours. “India 15 no
longerweak,” the minister said
when asked about Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's accusa-
tion against the Narendra
Modi government over “Chi-
THESE AF Pression’ .

Talks between India and
China are going on smoothly
to sort out 1s5ues, he said.

*T understand that we
should wait for the outeome
of the talks. However, I want
to assure the countrymen
that India has not bowed

3\

" WANT GOOD RELATIONS

WITH NEIGHBOURS
&8 Indias nolonger
weak. It has become a
powerful country from the
military point of view. We
want to maintain good

ties with our neighbours.
Rajnath Singh, pessce MmETER

dowmn anyvwhere, nor will it
ever bow down,” he said.

Rajnath said India's
defence exports, which had
crossed the Rs 21,000-crome
mark i the 2023-24 fiscal,
would increase further “In
2014, we exported Rs G00-crome
defence iterns, but now the fig-
ure has crossed Rs 21,000
crore, and I can say that it 15
going to increase,” he said.

The minister said the Modi
government was committed
to ensuring that defence
iterns were made in India
and by Indians.
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In Outer Manipur, repoll
ordered in six booths

IMPHAL: Repalling will be held
atsix places in Outer Manipur
on Apdl 30, EViviswere damaged
at 4 booths, malfunctioned at
another and vating halted at
one booth dueto a “threat”. sm

RSS always supported
reservation: Bhagwat

MEW DELHI: In the wake of a clip
claiming RSS was against the
quatasystem, tschief Moban
Bhagwat said the Sangh always
supported quota aslong as "dis
crimination exists”. INSIDE

Delhi Cong chief quits,
cites party’'s AAP pact
MEW DELHE In a setback tothe
Congress amid the Lok Sabha
elections, its Delhi unitchief
Arvinder Singh Lovely resigned
onSunday, eriticising the par-
ty's alliance with AAP. INSIDE

GNITED MINDS
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JUIT IS NOW A+ UPGRADE
ACCREDITED BY NAAC
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JUIT is now accredited with the
grade A+ by National Assessment
and Accreditation Council (NAAC)

We are thrilled to announce that JUIT has achieved an outstanding A+ grade by
Mational Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC). We extend our heartfelt appreciation
and gratitude to every member of our esteemed institution, the management. students, staff,
and non-teaching 5taff. This remarkable accomplishment is the result of our collective
dedication and commitment to excellence.

First private

university of

Himachal Pradesh

B85% faculty
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Join Us

HO DREAM TOD BIG

Highest package 50 Lacs {202
average package 7.01 Lacs (2023).

2} and

arg PhD, mostly from

IITs, WITs and abroad.

World class infrastructure. Amongst
15 most beautiful campuses in India
by an Independent Agency.

BO0O0+ alumni excelling across

the globe.

Located on Chandigarh Shimla
highweay, 20 KM short of Shimla.

For all admission related queries:
Mobile number: TEOTEEB400. 7807868600
Landiine number: 01792-239360, 239560, 239558
E-mail: admission2024@ juitsolan.in
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Youth Akali Dal workers clash
at Harsimrat's eventin Bathinda

Attack each other with chairs | SAD nominee cuts short speech

INDIA VOTES

2024

SUKHMEET BHASIN

THIHEAE NEWS SENV 1R

BATHINDA, APRIL 28

A seuffle broke out today
between Youth Akali Dal
workers at an event when
SAD candidate from Bathin-
da Harsimrat Badal was giv-
ing speech, forcing her to
stop the speech. Party leaders
had to make an appeal to
workers to listen to her calm-
Iy by sittmg on chairs, How-
ever, amid the chaos, Harsim-
rat cut short her speech.

A event was organised at
Green Palace near the Bar-
nala Bypass in the city, where
Harsimrat was to address
workers, but tension mount-
ed before her arrival. Two
gFroups were seen tossing
chairs in the air over some
tovial issue. Party leaders
had difficult time in control-
ling the workers,

Videos and photos of the
workers throwang chairs on
each other have gone viralon
goril media. There was
chaos at the venue after the
incident. Security personnel

Manntomeet
KejriinTihar
fomorrow

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHAN DIGARH, APRIL 28

Chief Minister Bhapwant
Mann will be meeting AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal in Tihar Jail on
Tuesday afternoon.

Sources in the AAP office
confirmed that the meeting
had been armnged for 12.30
pm. The two leaders are
expected to discuss the polit-
ical stuation and the party's
political strategy for the polls,
especially m Punjab and Del-
hi. where the party is at the
helm of affairs.

A ground survey on the par-
ty's electoral prospects and
the public response to party
candidates are also expected
to be discussed inthe meeting,

This 15 the second time that
Mann will be visiting Tihar
Jail to meet Kejriwal. Earhier
he first met him on Apnl 15,
after which Mann had allered
that Kejriwal was not being
treated well 1n the jail. Tt was
afterthis meeting that the par-
tv had released its third st of
candidates from Punjab.

-

Youth Akali Dal workers throw chairs in Bathinda on Sunday. TRIEUNE PHOTO: PAWAN S HARMA
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PLOT TO MAR EVENT GOT BIG-TICKET PROJECTS
o Mischievous elements had tried to &6 Around 15 years ago, Bathinda was
spoilthe programme and the Youth Akali | nothing. Parkash Singh Badaland SAD
Dal team had nothing to do with this fight. ' brought about drastic changes through
It was organised as partof a conspiracy. | bigticket projects. We got AIMS and setup
Hasrat Middukheda, voumas o, ces an airport . Harsimrat Badal, s nowres

took the workers out. The rea-
son behind the scuffle is yvet
to be known.

Distict president of the
Youth Akali Dal Hasrat Mid-
dukheda speaking on the
1ssue, said mischievous ele
ments had tned to spoil the
programme and the Youth

Algali Dal team had nothing to
dowith this fight. It was organ-
1sed as part of a conspiracy.
Addressing the vouth work-
ers, Harsimrat said, “As many
as 10-15 vears back, Bathinda
was nothing, Parkash Singh
Badal and SAD have made
drastic changes in the city by

doing development work by
bringing big-ticket pmjects.
We pot  AIIMS, started
Shatabdi when there was no
direct train to Delhi, we set up
an airport and in the coming
time, Bathinda will be the
capital ety of the Malwa
region as Chandigarh.”

Governance
hascometoa

standstill: SAD

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANSA, APRIL 28

SAD chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal today said just like Del-
hi, povemance in Punjab has
come to a standstill as Chief
Minister Bhagwant DMann
has not sipned any file 1n last
few months.

Sukhbir said the AAP pov-
ernment had promised to set
up 16 medical collepes, but
failed to construet even one
mstitute, He added that SAD
would establish a medical col-
lege in Mansa after coming to
power in the state.,

Party says CM hasn't
signed any file in last
few months

The SAD chief ponted out
that two lakh schoolstudents
in Delhi had not got uniform
and notebooks as Arvind
Eejnwal had not resigned
from the CM's post even
after being arrested in a cor-
ruption case.

Urging Punjabis to punish
these power hungry politi-

clans, sukhbir gaid,
“Salaries of employvees of
several departments,

including health and Pun-
jab Police, were not released
till April 25 He said the
AAP pgovernment  had
squandered over Rs 1,000
crore on advertisements.

Sangrur capital of AAP, says CM Mann

SUSHIL (OYAL

SANGRUR, APRIL 28

“Sangrur 15 a capital of AAP
and it wall remain the capital
ofthe party™.

This was stated by Chief
Minister Bhapwant DMann
while campaigning for AAP
canddate  for Sangrur
Gurmeet Singh Meet Haver
at a function organised today
near Barnala,

Earlier. he was received at
Badbar toll plaza by party
workers who took him to the
venue of the function. Mann
also met people at Harigarh
village on the Sangrur-Bar-
nala moad.

During the visit of Mann,
members of the Berozgar San-
jha Morcha, Pungab, held a
protest on the mad when they
were stopped by the police
fromm heading towards the
function venue to hand over a
memorandum to the CM.

Mann said the love thatthe
people had showered at the
function had proved that
sangrir was indeed a capital
of AAP

Mann also said he was sure

Campaigns in favour of candidate Meet Hayer

|
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CM Bhagwant Mann and Sangrur candidate Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer in Barnala on Sunday.

that AAP would score 13-0 by
defeating all others in the
electinns. He also sad after
the second phase of polling in
the country, it was clear that
out of the 190 seats, the
INDIA bloe would win 120-
125 seats, so the AAP would
be the deciding factor in the
next government.

Mann said he had closed 14

Amritpal may cutinto Valtohas
vote share in Khadoor Sahib

SAD (A) withdraws candidate infavour of Waris Punjab De chief

GS PauL
AMRITSAR, APRIL 28
Ehadoor Sahib will witness
an imteresting contest with
SAD announcing the candi
dature of senior leader Virsa
Singh Valtoha at a time when
Waris Punjab De head Amrit-
pal Singh has already
jumped into the fray inde-
pendently. Both will fight
with the ‘Panthic agenda’
The SAD (Amritsar) has
withdrwn s candidate
Harpal Singh Baler in favour
of Amritpal. Valtoha, elected
to the Assembly as MLA in
2007 and 2012, will take on
AAFs Laljit Bhullar and BJP
candidate Manjit Singh Man-
na Mianwind. The Congress is
vet toannounce its candidate,
Khadoor Sahib is spread
over Majha, Mabsva, and Doa-
ba The Assembly sepments in
the Magha repion melided
Taran Taran, Khemkaran, Pat-
ti and Khadoor Sahib in Tam
Taran district and Baba Bakala
and Jandiala Assembly seats
in Amritsardistnct; Zira of Fer-

Virsa Singh Vattoha

ozepur in Mabva and sep-
ments of Sultanpur Liodhi and
Eapurthala in Kapurthala dis-
trict in Doaba region.

In 2019, the SAD was
defeated owing to division of
votes between its candidate
Bihi Jagir Kaur and Indepen-
dent candidate Paramjit
Kaur Khalra, the wife of
human rights activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra. This
had paved the way for Con-
gress candidate Jasbir Singh
Dimpa to grab the victory.

When asked about the divi-
zsion of votes when the fight is
on commeon ‘Panthic agen-
da’ between him and Amrit-
pal, Valtoha said, “To flag the

Panthic agenda, it required a
Life-long struggle. Someone
born after 1984 and dons the
‘Sikhi saroop’ just a few
vears ago could never match
the Panthic thoughts and
feelings that I have,” he said.

Valtoha, who landed into cone-
troversy over his admission of
having past ‘“termor hnk’
remarks inthe Vidhan Sabha,
said he was also booked under
the NSA twice and was jailed
foraround 10vears forthe sake
of Panthic catuse.

“How long did Amritpal
remain behind the bars?
Just over a yvear. The agen-
da of his family members
was to shift him to Punjab.
Our fight is for the release
of all ‘Bandi Singhs’ who
have been languishing in
jails for over three
decades,” he said.

On the other hand, Amrit-
pal's mother stated that
though he was not willing to
contest, vet the atmosphere
being reated by both state
and Centre had compelled
him to jump into the frav.

toll plazas so far while he
would close remaining one or
two plazas soon after esmamin-
ing the official papers.
Healszocriticised Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for not ini-
tiating dialopue with the agitat-
mg farmers who had been
giting for the past more than
two months at the Shambhu
and Khanauri borders in sup-

port of their demands,

On the occasion amongoth-
ers who were present mcolud-
ed Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema, Cabinet Min-
isters Aman Arora and
Gurmeet Singh Meet Haver,
MLAs Labh Smpgh Upgoke,
Barinder Goval, Narinder
EKaur Bhara) and EKulwant
singh Pandori.

Che CTribune
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Conglooks to pit Warring
against Bittu in Ludhiana

RATMEET SINGH

CHAN DIGARH, APRIL 28

Amid final discussions in the
central dection committeelast
night tofinalise the candidates
for the remaining five seats m
the state, the party is keen on
fielding a strong candidate
against BJIP  candidate
Ravneet Bittu, the sitting Lud-
hiana MP whorecently left the
Congress to join the BJP

The party adopted the
same  strategy by fielding
Sukhpal Khaira from San-
grur, the home turf of CM
Bhapgwant Mann, and former
CM Charanpt Channi from
Jalandhar The five seats are
Ferceepur, Khadoor Sahib,
Ludhiana, Gurdaspur, and
Anand pur Sahib.

Even the offical announce-
ment of the candidates for the
frve seats is awaited, sources
said Dera Baba Nanak MLA
Sukhjinder Randhawa was
conveved that the party was
keen to field hm from Gur-
daspur, It was also pointed out
that senior leaders ike PPCC
chief Amrinder Raja Warnng
and CLP leader Partap Singh
Bapwa should be fielded. The
name ofthe PPCC chief, a Jat
Sikh. figured at the meeting
and the party is likely to pitch
himagamst Bittu from Ludhi-
ana, Otherwise, former Cabi-
net Minister Bharat Bhushan
Ashu's name was under con-
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Raja Warring's name cropped up at top brass meet on Saturday.

PROBABLE NOMINEES
Anandpur Zahib

K hadoor Sahib

Gurdaspur

| o= .
Suk hjinder Rana Inder
Randhawa Partap Singh

sideration for Ludhiana.

The candidature of son of
Congress leader Rana Gur-
jeet Singh and independent
Sultanpur Lodhi MLA Rana
Inder Partap Singh for the
Ehadoor Sahib 15 almost
clear. Former Zila MLA Eul-
bir Zira could be the second
choice for Khadoor Sahib.

Rana Gurjeet held a meet-
ng with senior leaders from
Anandpur Sahib to push for
his candidature from the seat.
Heowever, the party high com-

BJP slams AAP over
poor’ law and order

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

BATHINDA, APRIL 28

While lashing out heavily at
the state government over its
failure to maintain law and
order, BJP candidate from
Bathinda Parampal Xaur
Sidhu said today that the
state used to be entrepre-
neurs’ first choice in terms of
business and trade, but today
the situation had deteriorat-
ed significantly.

“The situation is alarming
as the law and order in the
state has collapsed entirely.
The attacks on businessmen,
traders and others are on the
rise but the police are not tak-
mng any action, Crime against
wormen is also increasing but
the Bhapwant Mann govern-
ment appears to be in slum-
ber” she added.

Parampal further said law
and order in the state had
deteriorated to such an
extent that now businessmen
wene fleeing the state, fearing
for theirsafety, Earlier, people
considered Punjab as the
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Parampal Kaur

safest option for doing busi-
ness, but today the situation
had reversed. she added.

Parampal also took a potshot
at Harsimrat Kaur for taking
credit for ATIMS in Bathinda.
She said Harsimrat pushed
Bathinda towards deterora-
tion and now she was trving to
take credit for the work which
had actually been done by the
Modi povernment.

Later, she along with Gur-
preet Singh Maluka cam-
paipned at Khayaliwala,
Model Town, Agarwal Colony,
Old Industnal Area, Jassi
Chowk, Kot Shamir, Malka-
na, Mansa and Sardulgarh.
she also visited the Vanch
NGO centre in Model Tewn.

Ferozepur
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Vijay Inder Sher Singh
Singla Ghubaya
mand was said to be in favour

of former Cabinet Minister
Vijay Inder Singla, a former
MP from Sangrur, forthe seat.
He is presently holding key
post in AICC.

The names under consuder-
ation for the Anandpur Sahib
seats include Rana KP former
Speaker and Vpay Inder
singla, former minister.

For the Ferozepur seat, the
name of former MP Sher
Singh Ghubava was under
consideration.,

CEO launches

WhatsApp
channelonpoll

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 28

The office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEQ) has intro-
duced a dedicated WhatsApp
Channel, ‘Chief Electoral
Officer, Punjab’

CEO Silwn C said the What-
sAppchannel aims to arculate
crucial mformation regarding
elections, induding election
procedures, SVEEP (System-
atic Voters' Education and
Electoral Partiapation) activi-
ties, important dates, different
statistics and many more
information related with Lok
Sabha Election, etc. among
the public and stakeholders.
Additionally, the channel will
showease sipnificant initia-
tives undertaken by the
CEQ's office to enhance voter
turnout, ahpnin gwith the goal
of ‘18 vaar, T paar.’

This mitiative is part of the
CEQ's efforts to leverage
technology for enhanced pub-
lie engagement. Regular pod-
casts and ‘Facebook hive' ses-
sions are also being conducted
by the office to disseminate
information. —TNS

Che Tribune INTERVIEW: MOHINDER KAYPEE, SAD NOMINEE, JALANDHAR

Congsdisrespect for seniors forced me to join SAD

OHINDER SinghKaypee a
M prominent Dalit leader with

a fivedecade association
with the Congress, has joined the Shi-
romand Akali Dal, which fielded him
from the Jalandhar (reserved) seat. He
was a three-time Congress MLA from
the Jalandhar South Assembly seat,
now West, and held ministerial posi-
tions in vanous capacities. He was
elected MP from Jalandhar in 2009
and served as the PPCCchief. Talking
to Avneel Kaur, he disapproves of
Conpress’ lack of respect for senior
leaders like him. The excerpts:

¥ What were your compulsions

for leaving the Congress and
aligning with SAD?

For more than a decade, I've felt ike
an outsider, with the party failling to
acknowledge my family's contnbu-
tions. I was denied a ticket twice, finst
in the 2019 LS poll and then in the
2022 Assembly poll. It wasn't about
not getting the ticket, but the humil-
1ation I faced during the 2022 poll,
where a recent turncoat was pre-
ferred over me. Smce then, I'd
reassessed my pnorities and been
waiting for the right moment to act.

B Was vour switchover to SAD
motlivaled by a desire for revenge

-
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Regardless of any
personal relationships
we may have, Channi
represents an opposition party,
whose ideologies | oppose.
Therefore, | will uphold the
ideologies and priorities of my
own party and oppose rival
candidates, whether they're
from the Congress, BIP or AAR.

againsl Congress for the licket
denial in the 2022 poll?

That incident completely shattered
my trust in the Congress. I vividly
remember the day when I was await-
mg at the office of the Returning
Officer, expecting the party ticket.
which was turned down to me fora
turncoat. Is this how semor leaders
are treated? If I wasn't their chowee,
why give false hope and then deny
the ticket at the last mmute? I felt
humiliated even in the presence of
my own family, friends and party
workers. It's not just me, many sen-
or leaders have faced somilar treat-
ment in the Congress. Look at
what's happening with Santokh
Chaudhary's family now. It's not

about revenge, it's about taking a
gtand against injustice. If loyalty of
tried and tested leaders isn't valued ,

why should they remain lowval?

5 How do you perceive Congress
candidate and relative Charanjil
Channi?

Regardless of any personal relation-
ships we may have, he represents an
opposition party, whose ideologies [
oppose. Therefore, Twill uphold the
ideologies and prionties of my own
party and oppose rival candidates,
whether they're from the Congress,
BJP or AAP

® Despile [acing electoral setl-
backs, what is vour plan?

In politics, winning sn't always
puaranteed, setbacks are part of the
journey, Furthermore, when a candi-
date loses an election. it doesn't nec-
essarily mmply that people have
issues with the candidate alone, it'’s
also a setback for the party. Despite
being a viable candidate, havingwon
the LS elections from Jalandhar in
2009, the Congress moved me to
Hoshiarpur in 2014, where I lostby a
narrow margin. However, the party
failed to assess the reasons behind
the lnss and placed the blame on me.
Despite being out of power, I remain
highly respected in my constituency
and am determined to stage a strong
comeback with the support and trust
ofthe people.

" Whalt plans do yvou have lor the
development of Jalandhar over
the next five vears?

In Jalandhar numerous issues
dermnand attention, inclhudin g the mis-
use of Smart City funds and deterio-
mting infrastructure, which I wall
address on priority. Additionallv. I am
commuitted to advocating for taxpay-
ers’ concerns in Parliament as many
feel their hard-eamed money is
being funneled into ponvate hands,
with govemment assets being hand-
ed over to priviate players.
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SITUATION VACANT

Sant Baba Longpurl Adarsh
Schasp] Paklo Kalan 215 km from
Barnala, reguired icacher for
Commerce c¢lasses,  gualification
misl be M.Com., MBA (Finance),
minimum 2-3 years cxpericnced.
Salary  megotiable. Principal:
+3 Do 6] -03 595, Email:
longpuriadarshachoolddgmail .com
{CL240088E81)

H.R.A Lotus School, Cuardaspuar,
Affiliated to CI5.CE (LC.5.E)
Mew  Delhi vide  Affiliation
Moo PUIER invites applications
from ecligible candidates for the
post of Primcipal. Co-ordinator
and Emglish Teacher {PGT). Email
i hraletusschoo i@ gmail.com
2167444593, Q21 6T-44496.
{CL24070070)

PROPERTY FOR SALE
CHANDIGARH

2  kamal cormer’ 2 kamal
facing park’ one kanal newly built!
one  Kanal with big bed  room,
Chandigarh,  Mob. 964 68- (N0,
{CL24007T04)

1y marla B-Read! 7Y% marla
triple Morh East facing., Bayshop'
Booth 343740021, Maob.: 96468-
O, (CL24007705)

3 Bays showroom 1 ft. frowt
on road top commercial property
Chandigarh, Jeet Associates: Sdid-
iRy, (CL24007707)

PUBLIC NOTICES

I, Kavita Kumari D/o Jagdish

Rai R 79  Secior 43-A,
Chandigarh  have changed my
mame from Kavita 1o Kavita

Kumar. All concemod plase noie
[CL24 009854

I. Devender 5Sfp Ishwar Singh
residing 462721, Shastri Magar,
Ladhot Road, Rohink have changed
my name o Devender Mowdgil.
(CL24010069)

COURT NOTICES

In the Court of

Ms. Shampy Chawdhary

Additonal Civil Judee

(5r. Dvn ), Amloh {P)

Publication in Recovery

~ Suit UAD 5 Rule 20
[. Amit Kumar s'o Rajinder Kumar,
2 Somika Goyal w/o Amit Kumar,
both msidents of Howse No. 57,
Sector 24, Mandi Gobindgarh, Tehsil
Amloh, District Fakehgarh Sahih.

Versus

. M/s Swami Intemational Behind
Bapu Dharam Kanta Jindpur Road
Alipur Delhi through its proprictor
Om Parkash Batra. 2. Om Parkash
Batra Propnetor of Ms Swami
International, Behind Bapu Dharam
K.anta Jlindpur Road, Alipur, Delhi.
Suit for Becovery of Bs. 9 25,000/-
CME Mo, PBEGAD-000260-2 (20

Mext Dater 27.05. 0024

Publication issued to;

[. M's Swama International Behind
Bapu Dharam Kanta lindpur Road
Alipur Delhi through its Propnetor
Om Parkash Batm., 2, Om Patkash
Batra Propretor of Ms Swami
International, Behind Bapu Dharam
Kanta lindpur Road, Alipur, Delhi.

In abowe titled case, the above
named defendants could not be
served. [t is ordered that defendants
appear himselt or through counsel on
2705324 ot 1000 a.m.

For details lopon o
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?
trs=district notice&district=
fatehearhsahib

Dated, this day of 21.12.2023.

Sd/- Additional Civil Judme
{51 Divn ),
CLIMETED A Arloh {P).
(UMD S Rule 200CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Anish Goyal
Aoddl, Civil Judge {51 Division)-1,
SAS Magar
Chinar International
Ws.

M/s Tiruwpati Balaji Entemprises
CHE Mo, PEBSA02-001474-2022
Wext Date: 14.05. 2024

{Suit for Recoverny)

Motice to:
[. M/s Tirupati Balaji Entemprises
through 113 Panners'Authorized

Signatorics 5h. Sanjay Kumar, Sh.
Ravi Kumar, Sh. Mishant Yerma,
having it office at Reat Killa Nos.
12, 122 M, 19 Min, 20, 21,
1, 142 Min, 344072, 2 Min,
Bahalgarh, Sonipat, Haryana 131021,
2. 5h. SRanjay Kumar, Parner/
Authonzed Signatory, M Tirepati
Balaji Enterprises having itz office at
Rect Killa Mes, 2901172, 1272 Min, 19
Min, 20, 21, 271, 222 Min, 3451/2, 2
Min, Bahalgarh, Sonipai, Haryana
131421, 3. Sh  Ravi Kumar,
Parner/Authorized Signatory, Mis
Tirupati Balaji Enterprises having iis
office at Rect Killa Nos 2901172, 1242
Min, 1% Min, 20, 21, 2371, 2272 Min,
342, 2 Min, Bahalgarh, Sonipat,
Haryama 131021, 4. 5h. Nishant
Yerma, Partner/Authenized Signatory,
Mz Tinupati Balaji Emerprises having
itz office ai Rect Killa Mes, 2971102,
122 Min, 19 Mmn, 20, 21, 2271, 242
Min, 3401/, 2 Min, Bahalgarh,
Sonipat, Haryana 131021,

In abowve titled case, ithe
e fen dandt] £)/respondent{s) could ot
be served. [t iz ordered  that
defendant{z) respondent{s) shouwld
appearin persen or throweh ¢ounse | on
14052024 a 10000 a.m.

For details logon b

hittps s highe purichd, gov. in' =

district noticefedistrict=mohali
Dated, this day of 26.04 2024,

Sd- Addl Civil Jwdge
{ Senior Division)-1,
CL23] 2047 5AS Nagar

DISCLAIMER

“The Tribune Trust does
not take responsibility
for the contents
of the advertisements
(Display/ Classified)
carried in this
newspaper. The paper
does not endorse the
same. Readers are
requested to verify the
contents on their
own before acting
there upon.”

CLASSIFIEDS\

COURT NOTICES

Criminal Coorts, Amloh
In the Court of

b= Elryati Guoyal

Judicial Magistmte- st Class- 1

Amloh (P
Mext Date, Purpose of case, Orders
and Judgments as well as other case
information 15 available  on
hittp:/fecounts gov.in

CNR No. PBFGAL-O02 1E 1-X0X)

COMA No. 33/X
Peshi: 28 05 M2
rmila
“ersus
Mukesh Kumar and Others
Publication issued to: 11 Mukesh
Kumar %o Makhan Lal Rio 339
Jassran Koad Motia Ehan Mandi
Gobindgarh, Tehsil Amloh, District
Fatehgarh Sahib. 2} Laxmi Dewi
Wio Makhan Lal, 3y Makhan Lal
So Bihan Lal both Rfs Chandni
Chowk Munadwar Abwar Dastrict
Alwar, Rajasthan. 4) Mamta Gupta
Wio Hari Om Gupta Dvo Makhan
Lal C/o Han Om Store A-15 Mansa
RBam Park fthar Bazar Boad Delhi
51 Preet Gupta Wo Kakesh Kumar
Clo Santosh Gamments Man Market
Mandawar, hstrict Dosa.

In above titled case, the accused
could not be served. B is orderad
that accused should appear in
peson or through counsel on
28052024 at 10:00 am.

For details logon to
https:/thighcourtchd gov. in™?
tre=district_notice&district=

fatehearhsahib

Dated, this day of 1904 2024,
Sd'- Judicial Magistrate- [st Class-1,
CL209T 50 Amloh (F)

Far Circulation and Advertisement
booking and other related quenes
please call at following numbers
from Monday to Salurday
between 1000 am. and 500 p.m.

Circulation:
DT2-26T0519, 2570250, 2670442
E-mail at
circulatonE b unemail com
Advertisement:
Classified: 017T2-26T0257, 2600558
E-mail at

dassified@ribunemad com

Display: 017 2-2670256, 2670342
E-mail at advi@irbunemal com

(U0 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Sh. Sudhir Kumar
Additional Civil Judge
{Senior Division),
Talwandi Sabo.
Punjab National Bank
Vs,
sunnderjit Singh
CNR No.:
PBETAO-000482-2023
MNext Date: 01.07 2024
Publication 1ssued to:
surinderjit Singh
= Gursharan Singh son of
CGurmel  Smgh,  Village
Ghuman Kalan, Tehsil Maur,
District Bathimda.

In above titled case, the
defendant( s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It 1s
ordered that defendant(s)
respondent(s) should appear
i person or through counsel
on 01.07.2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to:
https /highcourtchd. pov.an'?
mod=distnict notice&distnct

=bathinda
Dated, this day of 16.04 2024,
Sd/-
Additional Ciwvil Judge
(Sentor Division).
CL24009946 Talwandi Sabo.
(U/O 5 Rule 20 CPC)
In the Court of
Mas. Pavleen Singh
Additwonal Civil Judge
(Senior Division),
Dera Bassi.
Canara Bank
Vs,
Sharma Fast Food
CHE No: PESABO-000420-2022
Mest Date: 30.05 2024
Suit for recovery UMD XXXV
of the Code of Civil Procedure
1908, of Rs. 6,0838034/- upto
17032022 with fulure interest
and costs
Publication issuad to:
I. Sharma Fast Food thru s
Prop. Karam Chand 5o Krishan
Kumar at Opp. JCBL Ambala
Chandigarh Highway, Village
Alamegir, Lalru, SAS Nagar

2. Karam Chand S0 Krshan
Fumar BE'o Mear Patwar Khana,

Lalrn, Derabassi, District SAS
Magar.
In above ttled case, the

defendani(s)’ respondantis) could
nol be served. It 8 ordened that
defendant{ s) respondentis ) should
appenr in person of througzh counsel
on 30.05.2024 at 10:00 a.m.

For details logon to:
htps:highe ourte hd. gov.in/Mrs=
district_notice &distnct=sasnagar
Dated, this day of 17.04.2024.

Sdi- Ms. Pavleen Singh
Additional Civil Judge

{Senior Division),

CL240 10046 Dera Bassi.
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PUNJAB

State’s farm fire cases down to
haltamid rise in fodder price

AMAN 500D

PATIALA, APRIL 28

Purgab recorded 10 farm fires
on Sunday in comparison to
22 farm fires it recorded on
Saturday, taking the total
count to 112 during this
wheat harvest season. Last
vear, the figure was 200 while
n 2022, 1twas 3,000 till date,

Farmers claim that the high
price of dry fodder will moti-
vate farmers not to burn
wheat stubble.

In 2019, Punjab reported
11,701 famm fires while the
number was 13.4201n 2020 as
compared with 10,100 report-
ed in 2021 followed by 14,511
mcidents in 2022 and 11 353
in 2023, “The window of farm
fires 18 from April 16 to May
20, but this vear, due to high
price of wheat stubble, we
expect a shamp dedmne in the
gtraw burning incidents and
that too from a small area.”
said PPCE officials.

“A majority of farmers in
Malwa and Doaba are taking
the wheat straw to Rajasthan,
where it 15 fetching around
Rs 2,500 to Rs 3.000 per quin-
tal and with the summer heat
up, the cost will merease fur-
ther Others will sell it off in
state markets and those who
can hold onto it, usually wait
for the peak summer season
to sell it.” said a top official.

“With social media and

=11,701 2019
=13.420 2020
=10,100 2021
=14,511 2022
=11,353 2023
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STRAW FETCHES 3,000 PER QUINTAL

# A majority of farmers in Malwa and Doaba are
taking the wheat straw to Rajasthan to sell it
where they get around ¥2,500 to ¥3,000 per
quintal. Others are planning to sell it in state
markets during the peak summer season when its
cost will increase. ¥ Govt official

awareness campaigns, farm-
ers are not buming stubble as
wias being done previously,
though a lot needs tobe done
toensure that we put astopto
it.” he said.

Farmers also say that they
are tryving to store leftover
stubble to use as fodder for
ther cattle. Doraha willage
farmer Jasbir Singh states
that the price of dry fodder

Fazilka man, wite
booked for duping
people 01356.52L

Our CORRESPONDENT

FAFILKA, APRIL 28

Neeraj Arora and his wife
Rubi Arora of Faznlka have
been booked for duping
gullible persons to the tune
of Rs 56.52 lakh through a
cooperative society from
2015 to 2017,

A ecase under Sections 400,
420 and 120-B of the IPC has
been registered against the
husband-wife duo on the
complaint of office of Assis-
tant Registrar Cooperative
Societies, Firilka.

In a letter to Fazilka SSP
office of Assistant Registrar
Cooperative Societies stat-
ed that nine apents,
through whom money was
deposited. submitted affi-
davits on January 10 alleg-

ing that “Indira Thrift and
Credit NA Cooperative
Society” had opened
branches in several villages
between March 20, 2015,
and November 20, 2017.

The firm opened different
types of acocount and
received money from their
customers, The cooperative
sorety also issued pass
books and made some
incomplete credit entries
into the accounts of cus-
tomers, reads the lettern

Later, the cooperative soci-
ety 1ssued cheques and
assured toreturn the amount
in due course of time. How-
ever, when  customers
demand their money, the duo
started making lame excuses
and shut all branches in
December 2017,

Pak national held: 2 drones,
drugs seized nearborder

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 28

In separate incidents over
the last 24 hours along the
International Border in Pun-
jab, security agencies ap pre-
hended a Pakistani national
who had crossed into the
Indian territory, besides
selzing two drones and a
packet of narcotics.

On April 27, the BSF
Jawans apprehended a Pak-
1stani national near the bor-
der fencmig in the Farilka
Sector. On questioning, it
turned out that he had
cmossed over inadvertently as
he was not aware of the bor-
der alignment. Nothing
objectionable was found
from his posse ssion.

Later, a flag meeting was
convened with Pakistan
Rangers and the person
was handed over to the
other side.

Based on intelligence
inputs, the BSF along with
the Punjab Police carried
out searches at three places
in the vicinity of the border
on Sunday.

A packet wrapped in vellow
adhesive tape and a small
LED light attached, that con-
tained 440 prams of heroin
was found n the fields near
Rajatal village in the Amrit-
sar Sector,

Two Chinese drones
were found from the
fields near Rajoke and
Kalsian wvillages in the
Tarn Taran Sector.

33 kg ganja seized from woman

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HOPAR, APRIL 28

The police have seized 33 kg
ganja from possession of a
womanat Bharatgarh todawy:
The accused has been iden-
tified as Dalip Kaur. SHO
Jatin Kapoor said Dalip
was stopped near Radha
Soami Satsang Bhawan,

Bharatgarh., and 15 kg
ganja was seized from her
on the spot.

Another 18 kg of ganja
was found concealed at a
deserted place near her hut
in forest area of Bharatgarh,
gaid the SHO.

Dalip Kaur had been
arrested under the NDPS
Act, added Kapoor.

has almost doubled if com-
pared with three years back.

This vear, the govemment
plans to procure 132 lakh
metric tonnes (LMT) of
wheat. The area under wheat
production i 35 lakh
hectares and the government
s lookang at a wheat produe-
tionof 161.31 LMT

Officals say that the farm
fires will peak in the coming

days when farmers will pre-
pare their fields for the paddy
5eas0n inJune,

“Also the recent rain spell
has left the stubble wet, thus
farmers are not resorting to
burning. In certain belts, the
standing wheat crop 1s also
the reason that they are wait-
ing for the harvest to be over
z0 that thev can clear their
fields”, he said.

Che CTribune
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60% of targeted wheat
reaches Moga mandis

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MOGA, APRIL 28

The wheat procurement sea-
son 18 in full swing. Despite
various obstacles at  the
ground level, the district
administration istryving hard
to ensure that the procure-
ment process continues
smoothly and that the farm-
ers do not face any trouble in
the markets.

At present, while the
arrival of wheat has
increased mn the markets of
Moga district, there has also
been a rapid ncrease in its
purchase, hifting and pay-
ment. Against the target of
6.94 lakh MT of wheat arriv-
ing in the mandis of the dis-
triet this rabi season, 4.09

lakh MT has already arrived
in the district.

Deputy Commissiner, Moga,
Fulwant Singh wvisited many
mandis today and said till now
the amrmval of 409558 MT of
wheat had been recorded in the
distoet mandis, o whach
374195 MT had been pur-
chased and 161879 MT Lifted.

While clarnfying the situ-
ation on lifting, he said
compared to the previous
vears, this vear a situation
of less lifting had arisen
in the mandis, but now 1t
was completely under
control. Now, more than
30,000 MT are being lifted
dailv. which 15 much more
than the previous year's
record of 27287 MT daily
on an average,

Wheat sacks covered with tamaulin sheets at a Jalandhar grain
market to protect it from possible rain on Sunday. SARAEIT SINGH

Protect close relatives of accused from
unnecessary harassment, says HC

SAURABH MaLIK
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 28
Taking copnisance of a trend
to mpe in “cdose relatives” of
the accused - partwcularly
woman - for exerting pres-
sure on the entire family, the
Punjab and Harvana High
Court has ealled upon the law
enforcement agencies to take
proactive measures.

In a sipnificant judgment
liable to safepuard the rights
and dignity of the dose rela-
tives, the high courthas asked
the police to ensure that the
innocents are not harassed
unnecessarily at the instance
of unscrupulous complaints
for putting pressure on the

Horses for courses

entire family of the accused.

The ruling by Justice
Gurvinder singh Gill came
in a case where a woman
claimed that she was mped in
simply to pressunse her hus-
band . an accused in a cheat-
ing and forgery case. His
counsel told the Bench that
this was “somehow a trend in
the current times",

The matter was placed
before Justice Gill's Bench
after the woman filed a peti-
tion seeking the quashing of
an FIR registered in October
last vear at the Rama Mandi
police station in Jalandhar
distnet under Sections 201,
406, 420, 465, 467, 468, 471 and
120-B of the TPC and Section

Pathankot: A candidate has brought four new pairs ofshoes,
His contention is that the topography of the Gurdaspur parlia-
mentary constituency is such that he has to visit sub-rmoun-
talnous regions, river beds and someother places having dif
ficult terrain. His contention is that he uses different shoes for
differentvisits while campaigning. Now, that is a perfect
example of horses for courses!

L b

Chamanijit Channi plays cards in Makodar during campaign .

Playing ‘common man’ card

Jalandhar: As Congress candidate from Jalandhar Lok Sab-
ha seat Charanjit Channi went to campalign, he played cards

with locals in Makodar. After winning the game, Channi asked
the electorate to make him win theelection too. With almost

a month left forvoting on June 1, itstill remains to be seen
which other "sommon man” cards Channi plays.

Providing piecemeal solution

Gurdaspur: A 25-km streteh between Gurdaspur and Muk-
erian is full of potholes. On numerous occasions, residents
have requested the politicians and bureaucrats to repair
the road, but to no avail. On their part, the PWD authorities,
who are respansible for its upkeep, provide plecemeal solu-

tion anly and only when a VIP has to use this stretch. Har-
ried residents now want the CM to drive his own car and
see for himself the road's dilapidated condition. This, they
elaim, was the anly option left to them as all their pleas
hawve been falling on deaf ears.

PM’s respect for Badal Sahib

Muktsar: Though the BIP and SAD are contesting the Lok
Sabha poll separately, but Prime Minister Narendra Modi

13 ofthe Punjab Trave Profes-
sionals (Regulation) Act, 2014,
The Bench, dunng the
course of hearing, wastold by
the petitioner’s counsel that
the complamnant in the case
was defrauded of Rs 235
lakh. Out of the total, Bs 50,
000 was stated to have been
collected by the petitioner.
After heanng the argu-
ments and going through the
documents, Justice Gill
asserted that the court upon
the FIR's perusal found that
a “wvery passive mle” had
been attributed to the peti-
tioner, the wife of the mamn
accused. The amount was
“very small’ and that too n
cash, It was stated to have

et
# Punjab Diary

still has respect far his former ally and ex-CM Parkash
Singh Badal, who passed away on April 25, 2023, On the
first death anniversary of the late SAD patriarch, the PM
posted on "X, "Remembering the great Parkash Singh
Badal Sahib on his first ‘punya tithi'. His indelible spirit and
boundless dedication to service of mankind are greatly
remembered. Here is an article | wrote lastyear in which |
recalled our close interactions.” (sic)

CM warms cockles of Akalis’ hearts

Gurdaspur: When Chief Minister Bhagwant Maan was in Gur-
daspur tolaunch the campaign of his party nominee Sherry
Kalsi, he had the gathering in splits while mimicking a partic
ular Gurdaspur-based Congress leader, albeitin an acerbic
tone, He then trained his guns on other rival leaders, includ-
ing MP Sunny Deol, sarcastically reciting sorme of his film dia-
logues. He, however, did nat utter a singlewaord against SAD

candidate Daljit Singh Cheema. This development, indu-
bitably, warmed the cockles of SAD leaders' hearts. Many of

them went to town reminding people that "their candidate is
a respected figure and even the CM knows this".

h - .

thesetwo hotspots of the city

CONTRIBU TEDBY FAv] DHALRMAL, DEEFRAMAL KALR ARCHITWATTS, NEERA) BAGGA

Congress candidate Gurjit Aujla at atea shop inAmritsar.

Drumming up support

Amritsar: Candidates of all political parties contesting from
the Amritsar parliamentary constituency have made it a paint
to enjoy a cup of piping hat tea at Giani Tea Stall and do
marning walk with health enthusiasts at the Company Bagh
to drum up support. BJP nominee Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
SAD candidate Anil Joshi, Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal of AAP and

Congress’ Gurjeet Singh Aujla can often be seen visiting

been oollected by the peti-
tioner after poing to the com-
plainant’s house.

*Under these arcum-
stances, Jalandhar CP is
directed to ensure that the
allegations qua the petitioner
are scrutinised minutely
before presentation of chal-
lan and to ensure that inno-
cent people are not harassed
at the instance of unscrupu-
lous complaints, as is some-
how observed in several cas-
es wheremn dose relatives of
thé main accused, particular-
by the ladies are nominated in
the FIR to pressurise the
entire family of accused.”
Justice Gill asserted, while
disposing of the petition.
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Divisional Commissioner files plaint Notgiven ticket due to state
politics, says Brijendra Singh

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

against Khemka for targeting Modi

CHAN DIGARH, APRIL 28
Divisional Commissinet,
Rohtak, Sanjeev Verma, has
filed a complaintagamst Addi-
tional Chief Secretary (ACS).
Printing and Stationary,
Ashok Khemka, alleging that
he has eriticised the state gov-
ernment and targeted PM
Narendm Modion X (formerly
Twitter) when the model code
of conduct 1s in operation.
The complaint, dated April
26, to Chief Secretary said
that Khemka questioned the
intention of the ‘ruler’ (PM)
by tweetng against the Dhin-
gra Commission that probed
the Robert Vadra-DLF deal.
On Apnl 6, Khemka had
posted on X, “Why s the
investigation of the Vadra-
DLF deal skow? It hasbeen 10
vears. How much more to
wait? The Dhingra Comimis-
sion report s also on the back-
burner (thande baste mein').
Sinners have a good time.”
He added., *Why is the
ruler's mtention weak? The
promise made by the Prime
Minister to the country m

Sanjeev Verma

Ashok K.hemka

QUESTIONED PM's INTENTION

The complaint, dated April 26, to Chief Secretary said Bhermka
questioned the intertionofthe ‘ruler’ (PM) by tweeting against
the Dhingra Commission that probed the RobertVadra-DLF deal.

2014 should be considered
once.” The original tweet
was in Hind i

Verma had marked his com-
plaint to Chief Electoral Off-
cer Anurag Agarwal too.

Verma in his complaint
said, “The said message has
been posted on X at the time
when the Election Commis-
sion of India has already
announced Lok Sabha elec
tions and the said election in
Harvana is scheduled for
May 25."

Headded, *5o.inviewofthe

said elections, such a message
of a povemment servant on
social media is hateful, contro-
versial and disputed and it not
only provokes the electors but

also promoted feelings of

enmity or hatred, which is a

violation of the model code of

conduct for which the said
officer is hiable for punish-
ment under Section 123 and

125 of the Representation of

the People Act, 1951 and also
under the Section 153A ofthe
Indian Penal Code.”

He further said that the

Supreme Court had also giv-
endirections toall authonties
in its recent judgment dated
January 17 to ensure that
there should not be any
incitement to violence and
hate speeches.

While demanding *strict
disciplinary as well as erimi-
nal action” against Khembka,
Verma said that ACS' action
was against service niles and
was misuse of his offical
posttion as well as the viola-
tion of the Government
Emplovees Conduct Rules.

When Khemba had tweeted
on the Vadm-DLF deal on
April 6, the same day Verma
had taken a dig at him on X,
He had posted, “People start
counting the sins of others to
hide ther faults, forgetting
that by doing so they do not
become pure or innocent.”
He had added, “There 1= a
saying for such people —
‘Auron Ko Budhiva Seekh
Veekh De, Apru Khaat Bhi-
tari Le" (The old lady will
teach others butwill take her
cot inside).”

Both Khemka and Verma
had pot registered cases

PM working for welfare of farmers,
poor, says Saini in Yamunanagar

BH['I." I{um bmnma

YAMUNANAGAR, APRIL 28

Trymg towoo farmers for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tion, Harvana ChiefMinister
Nayab Singh Saini said the
Centre and the state povern-

ment had made a number of
policies for the welfare of

farmers in the past 10 vears.
Addressing a Vijay Sankalp
rally in Hadaur town of
Yamunanagar district on
Sunday, he said the Congress
government had provided
anly Rs 1,100 crore com pen-
sation for erop damage dur-
g its  two  successive
regimes in the state.
However, the BJP govern-
ment provided a compen-
sation of Bs 12,500 crore in

the past nine-and-a-half

vears, he said.

The mlly was organised by
former minister Karandev
Kambo and attended by
BJP candid ate from EKuruk-
shetra Lok Sabha seat

Naveen Jindal, minister of

state Subhash Sudha and
other party leaders,
On the occasion, senior

lrf".
.
)

INLD leader Bhopal Singh
Bhati also joined along with
his supporters. Bhati had
contested the Assembly elec
tions unsuccessfully on Con-
gress ticket from Jagadhn
Assembly seat in 2014.
“Congress remained m
power for more than 55
vears n the country, but did
nothing for the welfare of
the people. On the other
hand, Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi has been
working for the uphiftment
of farmers, poor and other

sections of society,” said
Nayab Singh Saind,

VARUN GULATI

Congress candidate Divyanshu Budhiraja in Karnal on Sunday.

Cong Kamal candidate
kicks oft po]l campaign

FA.EWEEM Amm
KARNAL, APRIL 28
The Congress candidate for
the Karnal seat, Drvwvanshu
Budhiraga, kicked off his dec-
tion campaign on Sunday
Embarking on a roadshow on
National Highway-44, he was
welcomed by the party leaders
and workers at various points.
Expressing confidence over
his victory by a significant
margin, Budhiraja said he
wolld defeat former Chief
Minister and BJP candidate
A close assocate of Rajva
sabha MP Deepender Hooda,
Budhiraja outlined his agen-
da, focusing on addressing
unemployvment by promising
to penerate job opportunities if
elected in Karnal. “Unemploy-

ment and inflation remain
important issues acmss the
country. Instead of addressing
these issues, the BJIP has oon-
sistently dmverted public's
attention.” he said.

When questioned about the
political battle between him
T0-vear-old former CM Khat-
tar —who held office fornine
and a half vears, Budhiraja
labeled him as a “failed™ CM.,
saving he was unable to meet
the expectations of the peo-
ple during his tenure. *T hold
respect for former CM Khat-
tar due to his seniority. His
removal from the party lead-
ership sipnifies his fallure.”
he added.

He said he would reach
out to people to highlight
Khattar's failures during
his tenure.
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The CM said Rs 3 lakh
crore were  distributed
among farmers under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi Yojana. He added
that on the formation of the
Modi government for the
third time, every person
above TOwould get an Ayush-
man cand for their treatment.

He =aid many leaders
were feeling suffocated in
Congress and looking for a
way to leave the party. *Dur-
ing the 55 years of Con-
gress’  rule, the poor
became poorer, whereas the
BJP government, under the

gl -
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Chief Minister Mayab Singh Saini at the Vijay Sankalp rally in Radaur on Sunday.

leadership of PM Modi, has
made welfare policies and
implEmented them in such
a planned manner that 25
crore people of the country
came above the poverty
line,” the CM said.

BJP candidate from
Kurukshetra Lok Sabha con-
stituency Naveen Jindal said
the PM had dreamed of a
developed India, for which
work was being done contin-
uously. “Every person will be
emploved in  developed
India. Farmers' income will
also be higher and women
will become selfreliant.”

against each other over
recruitment in Harvana State
Warehousing Corporation in
2022 and earlier too, the
Rohtak Divisional Comimis-
sioner had taken potshots at

his posts on X,
The DLEVadra deal case
was  registered apgainst

Hobert Vadra, the son-in-law
of former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, former
CM Bhupinder Singh Hoo-
da, Onkareshwar Properties
and Sky Light Hospitality
Pvt Litd for cheating, forgery,
eriminal  conspiracy  and
under the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act on September 1,
2018, at Kherki Daula police
station, Gurugram.

Ehemka, then Director of

Consolidation of land haold-
ings, had cancelled the muta-
tion of land on Oetober 15,
2012, but the order was never
given effectto.

Earlier, the BIP govern-
ment had constituted Justice
SN Dhingra Commission to
probe the matter but the high
court had quashed the com-
mission's report over proce-
dural flaws.

DEEPENDER DESWAL

HISAR, APRIL 28

Congress leader Brijendra
singh said it was not the
central leadership but the
factors of state polities
which seemed to be the rea-
son behind the ticket being
denied to him.,

Addressing the mediaper-
gons in Jind after a meeting
with his followers, Brijendra
— who had joined the Con-
gress after leaving the BJP
recently — said he would
campaign for the Congress
party and was not disheart-
ened on the rejection of his
claim for the ticket. I used
to see politics in black and
white. But there are gray
areas aswell. I have learnt a
lesson,” he said.

Brijendra, who had left
the IAS services in 2019 to
join the BJP and won the
Hisar Lok Sabha seat on
BJP ticket in the previous
Lok Sabha poll, said he was
never comfortable in the
BJP I was not comfortable
inthe BJP for along time. 1
never met Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah in a one-to-

Disgruntled Kuldeep,
Bhavya to attend rally
with ex-CM Khattar

I'J'EEPEN DER DES‘.-'.-A.L

HISAR, APRIL 28

The BJF s disgruntled leader
Kuldeep Bishnoi is expected
to tum up in the rally n
Adampur tomormow, along
with former CM ML Ehattar,

The BIP sources said EKhat-
tar will address a political rally
in Adampur tomorrow as part
of the ongoing campaign for
the BJP candidate Ranjit
sSingh, The party has faced
some embarmssment due to
absence of Kuldeep Bishnoi
and his son Bhavya Bishnod,
Adampur MLA, in the cam-
paign so far The BJP sources
said Kuldeep will attend the
mally in Adampur, along with
his son Bhavwva and other fam-
ily members, to make an
appeal for Ranjit Singh.

After leaving the Congress,
Kuldeep Bishnoi joined the
BJPin 2022, After his resipna-
tion from the Assembly, the
BJP fielded his son Bhavva in
theby-election from Adampur,
who 15 a sitting MLA now:. He
also worked for the BJP inthe
Rajasthan Assembly polls,

The party sources said
Bishnoi was upset with some
leaders 1n Harvana, whom
he held responsible for
denial of ticket to him from
the Hisar seat in the Lok
Sabha polls. Thus. he stayved
out of campaigning till now.

In the meantime, Khattar's

indirect dig aimed at Bish-
noi's father and former CM
Bhajan Lal added fuel to the
fire. Khattar had made a
remark during a meeting in
Nahwva m Hisar recently that a
leader used to say to people
who visited Chandigarh for
recommendation of any work,
that mstead of coming here,
they should have got the work
done by greasing the palm of
the officials in the field.

Bishnot's followers were
hurt by the comment as they
deemn it a target on former CM
Bhajan Lal However, to pla-
cate them. CM Navab Singh
Saini recently paid a visit to
Bishnot. “They have agreed to
join the campaign and will be
attending the meeting tomor-
mow; said an aide of BJP can-
didate Rangit Singh.

Birender Singh and his son Brijendra Singh address a press
conference in Jind on Sunday. VUENDER MARATHA

one meeting. Thus, I decid-
ed to leave the BJP and join
the Congress some time

ago,” he said.
His father Birender
Singh, who has also

returned to the Conpgress
after nearly 10 vears’ stint
with the BJP said he would
work to connect the party
workers with the electorate
not only for the Lok Sabha
poll but also for the next
Assembly polls in Harvana.
“There are around 20-22
Assembly segments in the
state's interior areas where
the Congress needs to be
strengthened. There 15 a

political vacuum in this
area,” he said.

He said the Conpgress
would definitely return to
power adding that people
were upset with the BJP
due to an mefficient pov-
ernment. Moreover, the
BJP leadership never
worked to appease the party
workers, and it had resulted
in the workers feeling alien-
ated.” he said. Even the
regional parties had gradu-
ally weakened, he added.
The Congress was the only
option and people were
looking forward to the Con-
gress, he said.

Upsetoverticketdenial, Congress
leader Dalal to meet supporters

FARIDABA DL APRIL 28

Upset over the denial of
ticket by the party from
the Faridabad segment,
senior Congress leader
Karan Singh Dalal, who
has been a close associate
of former CM Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, has con-
vened a meeting of his sup-
porters on Monday to dis-
cuss the strategy regarding
Lok Sabha elections.

Talking to The Tribune,
Karan Dalal, who was visi-
bly annoyed, said: “It has
been a kind of gross injus-
tice and insult to the peo-
ple of this constituency as
the ticket was not been giv-
en to a person who had
been working hard for the
past two wvears and had
developed a strong bond
with the people from vari-
ous communities.” — TNS
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Reviewing NOTA

MNeed to make it a potent option for voters

HE electoral no-show in Surat, where BJP

candidate Mukesh Dalal was declared the

winner unopposed. has reignited the

debate on the NOTA (none of the above)

option for the voters. The episode under-
gcores the need for reforms to ensure that the funda-
mental right of citizens to choose their representatives
15 not violated or denied. The infroduction of NOTA In
2013 on the directions of the Supreme Court was a
landmark step aimed at empowering voters and hold-
ing political parties accountable.

However, the Surat fiasco highlights the limita-
tions of NOTA in its current form. Lacking teeth, it
hasg repeatedly failed to influence the poll result. The
latest outcome has raised questions about the
integrity of the electoral process and the centrality of
voters in a democratic exercise. Should a candidate
be declared wvictorious without having faced any
opposition? Should NOTA necessitate a repoll if it
gets more votes than any contestant?

The apex court has issued a notice to the Election
Commission of India (ECI) on a plea seeking a repoll in
constituencieswhere NOTA receives the majority of the
votes. This calls for a re-evaluation of NOTA's role in
the electoral process. While NOTA serves as a symbolic
gesture of dissent —a negative vote —its true potential
liesin catalysing systemic change and deterring parties
from fielding unsuitable candidates. Countries like
Indonesia mandate a repoll if NOTA emerges “victori-
ous’, thus ensuring that cifizens' dissatisfaction is
addressed comprehensively. The ECI must explore
ways to enhance NOTA's effectiveness, including con-
gidering proposals to annul the elections in constituen-
cies where it bags the highest number of votes. This will
compel political parties to nominate candidates with an
unblemished reputation. Promoting NOTA — or the
right to reject — as a ‘fictional’ nominee can makeita
potent tool of democratic expression.

UKs Rwanda plan

A temporary solution to a festering problem

ASTweek, the British House of Lard s approved
aplan, first proposed by then PM Boris Johnson
in 2022, to send refugees to Rwanda. Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak reckons that the first flight to
igali will take off in June. An air bridge is
being set up to deport 75,000 refugees who had fled for
their lives from war, famine and injustice in their coun-
tries. Rwanda has swallowed its pride and accepted £50

'OPINION
Maldives moving closer to China

Eht Eﬁh“ﬂt CHANDIGARH | MONDAY

20 APRIL 2024

The development threatens to hit New Delhi’s interests in the Indian Ocean Region
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CUDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR
POLICY STUDIES

HE results of the

recent parliamen-

tary elections in the

Maldives threw up a

big surprise. While
President Mohamed Muzzu's
People’'s National Congress
(PNC) was expected to win, the
scale of the victory was unprece-
dented. Voters of the tiny 1sland-
nation (population of about
500.000) in the Indian Ocean
gave an overwhelming majority
to Muizmi's party in the 93-
member House. The PNC won
66 seats, while its allies bagged
another nine, thereby giving
Muizru a super-majority of 75.
The electoral mandate gives
him the licence to make
changes in the Constitution and
muzzle the Opposition.

In a complex domestic politi-
cal churn, Maldivian elections in
recent wvears have seen the
emergence of a pro-China fac
tion, thereby posing a challenge
to India — which for decades
was the principal aid donor and
security provider. In a setback
for India, then President Abdul-
la Yameen, who was in office
from 2013 to 2018, favoured Bei-
jing over New Delhi. He was
accused of embezzlement of
funds and corruption and indict-
ed for bribery just before the
September 2023  presidential
election; the verdict debarred
him from contesting.

A last-minute nomination saw
then mayor of Male, Muzu,
throwing his hat into the ring
agamst Ibmahim Solih {President
from 2018 to 2023} of the Maldi-
vian Democratic Party and win-
ning the electionwith a slim lead
in the second round. Solih was
perceived to be empathetic to
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ONTOP: Maldives President Muizzu's People's National Congress swept the recent parliamentary polls. REUTERS

India. One of the major foreign
policy issues was the tussle
between the pro-India and pro-
China factions,

It i3 mmstructive that Muizzu
won the election last yvear on
the back of his ‘India out’ cam-
paign. Soon after assuming
office, he directed that the Indi-
an presence in the Maldives be
reduced. As a first step, the
new President compelled New
Delhi to withdraw the few mili-
tary personnel who were sta-
tioned in the island nation.
Muizzu's January visit to Bei-
jing, where Chinese President
Xi Jinping welcomed him as an
‘old friend’, was testimony —
if it were required — to the
extent to which the Maldives
was now looking at China as an
alternative to India,

Cleady, despite its long-stand-
ing ties with the political leader-
chip in Male, India had dropped
the ball in late 2012, when a
major infrastructure project
awarded to the GME Group was
suddenly cancelled. India was
no longer the preferred partner
for the Maldves, China, which
has long soupht a foothold in the
Indian Ocean, methodically
mvested in the strategically
located island nation, The latest

Muizzu will have to
nudge the two Asian
giants to work
collectively to address
the red lights that
are flashing.

development will pose a chal
lenge to Indian security plan-
ners and hobble PM Modi's
vision of SAGAR (Security and
Growth for All} in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR).

The docking of Chinese
research ship Xiang Yang Hong
4 1n Male on April 25 and the dis-
closure that this vessel had been
inside or near Mald ivian waters
since January would suggest
that Chinese navalmaritime
presence in this part of the Indi-

an Ocean will anmmate the
geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific,

Soon after taking charge as
President, when asked if his for-
elgn policy would see a tilt
towards China, Muizzu said he
would follow a pro-Maldives
policy. Major infrastructure
projects with Chinese assis-
tance are on the anvil. and the
people will be monitoring the
tilt towards Beging to see how
this will impact their lives and
human security indicators.

The most eritical and urgent
threat to Maldivian security —
nay, its very physical existence
as a nation — is the danpger of a
rise in sea levels. The worst-
case scenario 15 that the Indian
Oeean archipelago can disap-
pear when the danger mark is
crossed. Experts say that by
2050, as much as 80 per cent of
the Maldwves will become unin-
habitable due to global warm-
mg, And the dire warning
sounded by the World Bank is
that if prevailing regional
trendlines of global warming
and sea nse are not addressed
in an urgent and effective man-
ner, sea levels could increase by
10-100 cm inthe future. The net
result: by 2100, the entire coun-
try could be submerged.

Fortuitously, this issue came
into focus amid the dedaration
of results of the Maldivian parlia-
mentary elections. On Apnl 23,
the Wodd Meteomlogical Organ-
isation released its Climate Asia
2023 Report. The findings are
ominous for all forms of life on
earth, and the gravity of the
threat 1s stark.

Arcording to the report, the
global annual mean near-surface
temperature last vear was 1.45°C
above the 1850-1900 pre-indus-
trial average, and 2023 was the
warmest year on record. The
global average sea levels have
continued to rise at a sustained
rate of 3.43 mm/year from 1993 to
2023, But the mte of the rise is
not the same everywhere.

The nse in the sea levels in the
three sectors of the Indian
Ocean (north-west, north-east
and south-east) was significant-
Iy higher at 4.07, 4.44 and 4.19
mm, respectively, than the glob-
al average of 3.43 mm. If ever
there are ‘pro Maldives' issues
sereaming for policy attention,
they are climate change and
global warming,

With their geopolitical aspira-
tions and amxieties playing out
in the TIOR, this is a survival
challenge for a small nation
that India and China must
respond to in a collective man-
ner. The claim to major power
status and leadership of the
Global South by New Delhi and
Beijing has been reduced to a
brittle and arid binary. Even as
their policy planners pursue
ambitious hi-tech projects that
subsume cyber semiconduc-
tors, artificial intelligence and
spectrum  domination, the
health of the ocean will deter-
mine the wiability of planet
earth being able to sustain life
in an equitable manner,
Perched on top of the complex
life pyramid, the human
species will fall first.

Muzzzu will have to nudge the
two Asian glants to work collec-
trvely to address the red lights
that are flashing. It will be an
arduous challenge for Male to
yoke Delhi and Beijing together

million for accommodating the UK's ‘undesirables’.
Whether all or some of the refugees finally get deported
remaing to be seen. The Safety of Rwanda (Asylum and
Immigration) Act, 2024, however, could be a useful diver-
sionary tactic in the upcoming local polls in Britain, with
Sunak battling unemployment and rising inflation.

The British plan is not only presumptuous but also
small-minded. In contrast, some Third World coun-
tries have been large-hearted. Colombia, Uganda and
Pakistan figured among the top refugee-hosting
countries in 2022, according to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees. Arguably the only
Western country that has proved to be compassionate
during the ongoing migration crisis is Germany. A
bigger question is the safety of the people being sent
to Ewanda, which is not exactly a beacon of hope
when it comes to the protection of human rights.

The fuindamental 1ssue is that 10 crare people world-
wide have fled to safer shores due to food insecurity, the
climate crisis and wars. People's desperation iz making
the situation worse —around one lakh Indians frying to
enter the US illegally were caught or expelled in 2023
alone. Foreign ministers of European nations have pri-
vately expressed concern over the huge influx of undoc-
umented Indians. Instead of a quick fix, the UK should
lead the international community in finding a perma-
nent and unbiased solution to the migrant problem.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO
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Governor's speech in Amritsar

SR Edward Madagan, who was given a farewell by the Distnct
Board, Amntsar, last week, refemred to the Sikh problem and the
appointment of the Birdwood Committee. In the course of this
speech, His Excelency said: “The Govemnmment has had at timesto
enforee the law when this was broken and to secure peacewhen this
was threatened but it has realised, like the poet, the discomforts of
‘being wroth with those we love, and it has entered with reluctance
on repressive measures, however much these may have been nec-
essary in the interests of other communities and the public at
large." The reference he made to the “discomforts of being wroth
with those we love” 1s bebeved to show that the Government is by
no means pleased with the infliction of so much suffering on the
Sikh community whom it still ‘leves’, If this 15 so, it should natu-
rally follow that the position of this community should be restored
towhat it was before repression began. His Excellency further said:
“Nothingwould give me greater pleasure at the end of my term of
office than to see things putin place for a complete restoration of
the old feelngs of confidence between the Government of the
Provinece and the Sikh commumnity” If this is the real object of the
Government, the proposed Committee should be askednotonly to
suggest a satisfactory solution to the Gurdwara problem but also to
reanedy the subsequent grievances of the community and action
should be taken as early as possible to prepare the ground for the
“restoration of the old feelings of confidence”. We hope that His
Exredl ency will endeavour o give effect to the happy ideal which he
has so sincerely expressed in his Amntsarspeech.

w T THOUGHT FORTHE DAY |

The highest form of warfare is to attack the enemy'’s strategy itself; the next, to attack his alliances. —HenryKissinger

Atasteof
ooodness

SumiT PAauL

I l OTELS and restaurants offer a wide array

of experiences. More often than not, one

enters their premises expecting the unex-
pected. In 2009, I stayed in Jaipur for about a
month at a lodge off Mirza Ismail Road. One day, I
went to a nearby restaurant and asked for the
menu. It was like a slim magaznne with innumer-
able dishes. ‘Chhole bhature ham?' I asked.
‘Nahin, sahib, the waiter replied. ‘Matar-
paneer?!’ 1 enquired. 'Poneer hai par matar
nahin,’ he said. ‘Okay then, aloo ka parantha la
deejiye,’ I said with resignation. ‘Paranthe wala
cook ghar chala goye, sahib, he informed me,
Exasperated, I called the manager and asked
whether he had a lock. Baffled, he said ‘ves'. Itold
him to lock up the restaurant since it had nothing
to offer However, he did not take offence at my
caustic remark. Ileft in a huff and went to another
eatery, where I ate to my heart's content.

I left Jaipur after a few days and came back to
Pune. The incident was soon forgotten. A few
yvears later, I visited a restaurant in Gurugram
and asked the waiter, ‘Huzoor, kya hai?’ (what
have vou got?). ‘Taale ke dawa sab kuchh hai’
{except for a lock, we have got everything),' said
someone. Flabbergasted, I turned back and was
surprised to see the manager whom I had met in
Jaipur. He had opened his own restaurant in
Gurugram. That day, he had everything that was
mentioned in the menu, and the food was
serumptious. We recalled the episode and
laughed heartily. The cherry on the cake was that
it was a free treat from him. I thanked him pro-
fusely and am still in touch with him,

Once, I ordered a vepgetarian dish at a swanky
restaurant in Lucknow. It was full of chillies. 1
called the waiter and told him, ‘Shorba kuchh
zyada hi teekha hat' (this dish is too spicy). The
manager immediately came and tasted it. He
apologised and served another dish in a jiffy It
was perfect and delicious. What's more, he did
not charge me anvthing and again repgretted that
the restaurant had served a ‘below par’ item. 1
was touched and realised that it was not for noth-
ing that Lucknow was called Shahar-e-tahzeeb
(the city of etiquette),

Alas, these heart-warming gestures are a rarity
nowadays. Maybe the times have changed. And so
have the people and their values.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Voters seek solutions, not slogans
Refer to ‘Infiltrators, inheritance and des-
peration’ (Nous Indica}; as the election fer-
vour grips the nation, the BJP has returned
to divisive tactics and the Opposition 15 giv-
ing a faltering response, evoking a sense of
déja vu. PM Narendra Modi's recent speech
in Banswara, replete with references to infil-
trators, mangalsutras and family size, raises
concerns, Is this desperation or a calculated
move? The BJPs resort to communal sip-
nalling underscores its unease. However,
economic woes, not religious rhetoric, domi-
nate the public discourse. While the BJP bat-
tles complacency, the Congress’ confusion
impedes its resurgence. Rahul Gandhi's
calls for revolution will ring hollow without
concrete action. In this electoral maze, the
electorate seeks substance over spectacle
and solutions over slogans.

GURDEV SINGH, BY MAIL

Electorate’s wish for progress

With reference to ‘Infiltrators, inheritance
and desperation’ (Nous Indica);, in the
throes of an electoral battle, the air is thick
with desperation and divisive rhetoric. PM
Narendra Modi and the BJP's resort to
polarising narratives, notably at the Ban-
swara rally, is a disheartening echo of past
tactics. This strategic retreat to the ‘safety
zone' of communal discourse signals more
than just campaign fervour; it hints at an
underlying fear of losing 1ts grip. The Oppo-
sition's entanglement in its own contradic-
tions only adds to the political drama, Yet, it
is the electorate’s response that will deliver
the final act. If the BJP's communal eall
fails to resonate, it may well be areflection of
the public’s weariness with polarisation and
a yearning for unity and progress.
SAHIBPREET SINGH, MOHAL

The poll promise that was not

Refer to ‘Anxiety in the saffron camp’;
among the election-related issues, the
writer mentioned the BJP's reported
‘promise’ of transferring Rs 15 lakh into
every Indian’s bank account. But no such
promise was made by anyone. What PM
Modi had reportedly said was that there was
enough black money stashed in foreign

banks to be distributed at the rate of over
Rs 15 lakh to individuals in India, Can it be
called a poll promise? The black money, if
unearthed, should go to the state exchequer,
not into the accounts of individuals, Only a
naive person would think otherwise.
Though the Opposition keeps raking up the
issue, at least an enlightened and well-
imformed writer must not do so.

WG CDR CL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR

SC right to junk EVM-VVPAT pleas
With reference to the editorial ‘EVMs get 5C
backing’; the Supreme Court has rightly
Jjunked the pleas seeking 100 per cent venfica-
tion of Electronie Voting Machine (EVM ) votes
with their Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) slips. The apex court also observed
that the weakness ofthe ballot paper system is
well known and manual counting is prone to
human ermors. It could also lead to deliberate
mischief. The demand for eross-verification of
votes by members of Opposition parties was
driven by frustration triggered by a number of
electoral losses across the country. Notably,
Opposition leaders never question the fune-
tioning of EVMs whenthey register awin. The
court did the right thing.

MD SHARMA, SHIMLA

Reposing faith in voting system
Apropos of 'EVMs get SC backing’; all
right-thinking people must welcome the
apex court's rejection of the petitions
seeking 100 per cent verification of EVM
voltes with their VVPAT slips. The SC has
ruled out a return to the paper ballot vot-
ing system, which used to witness large-
scale attempts by goons with political
patronage to capture polling booths, Can-
didates now have the option to request an
inspection of atleast 5 per cent of EVMs in
each Assembly segment in every parlia-
mentary constituency within seven days of
the declaration of the result. It would deter
them from questioning the reliability of
EVMswithout any grounds. Besides, there
remains a scope for continual improve-
ment in the efficacy of the machines
through the latest technological method-
ologies and interventions.

KRISHAN KANT S00D, NANGAL

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-4word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@iribunemall.com
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How Iran took centre stage in Palestinian movement

VAPPALA BALACHANDRAN
FORMER SPECIAL SECRETARY,
CABINET SECRETARIAT

CCORDING to

the Population

Reference Bureau

(PRB), Washing-

on DC, residents
of the West Bank and Gaza are
almost totally of Palestinian-
Arab origin: 92 per cent West
Bankers and 99 per cent
Gazans are Sunm Muslims
and the rest are Chnstians.
These are 2002 fipures. The
PRB says that 2,14 000 Jewish
seftlers alsolive in theseareas.
The demographics might
have changed due to the pres-
ence of large-scale ‘dllegal’
Jewish settlers, as the UScalls
them sinee February 2024,
reversing former US Presi-
dent Trump's policy

However, the religious com-
position of the Palestinians
remaing almost the same,
accomding to the CIA's “World
Fart Book {2024). The question
15 how Iran, with almost 95 per
cent Shia population, assumed
leadership of the Palestinian
strugple agamst Israel.

The Iran-Ismel relations
were friendly in 1948, when
Israelwas born. A 2019 Brook-
ings papersays that histoncal-
ly, Persian-Judaie interactions
were fnendly as Imn was the

only country which did not
join  the Muslim-majority
states in opposing its creation.
Also, Iran fitted into Israel's
first Pime Mimster David
Ben-Gurion's  ‘Periphery
Doctrine’, which aimed at “a
political-secunty goal of coun-
tenng Arab hostility thmugh
relations  with  altemative
regional powers and potential
alies,” according to Israel
author Yossi Alpher

Ben-Gunon forged relation-
ships with non-Arab countries,
like Turkey and Iran, whose
rnulers, like Ismet Inonu and
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi (The
Shah), had pmo-Western orien-
tations. Dunng the Amb-Israeh
warsin 1967and 1973, the Imn-
Isrmel relations assumed strate-
gic depth, with joint projects
like Trans-Atlantic Oil. set upin
a secret Eilat-Ashkelon Oil
Pipeline at a time when Arab
oll producers had imposed
embargpes on Ismel

Apart from ‘Savak'-
Maossad inteligence cooper-
ation, a secret Israel-Iran
project named ‘Project
Flower' on advanced mis-
sile systems was also report-
edly going on, according to
The New Arab of October 23,
2023, quoting The New York
Times (April 1, 1986).

Amund this time, Iranian
leftist puerrillas led by the
Tudeh Party, and ‘Fedaian
guerrillas’, who were perse-
cuted by Savak, joined the
Palestinian  pro-left  Fatah
movement's camps in Jordan
and Lebanon for tmining in
guernlla warfare. They also
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HISTORICAL: Imnwas the only Muslim-majority country to noto ppose |srael's creation. FiLE moTo

participated with al-Fatah dur-
mgthe armed combat with the
[sraeh ammy However, this
leftist revolution petered out.

On the other hand, religious
groups led by Ayatollah
Ruhollah Ehomeini started
apitating after the faillure of
Pahlavi's “White Revolution',
which was meant to mod-
ermise the Imnian socety, The
Shah had to leave Iran on Jan-
uary 16, 1979, and Ehomeini
entered Iran on Febmuary 1to
lead a theocratic nation.

The first foreign leader to vis-
it Tran was Yasser Arafat, al-
Fatah leader on February 17,
1979, Arafat, who had suffered
acrushing defeat m 1970 while
attempting to takeover Jardan
{*Black September'), was look-
ing for a country to support
him, although Lebanon had
allonwed him to operate from its
goll, This was based on the
Novernber 2, 1960, Caimo agree-
ment, supported by Egypt's
President Gamal Abdel Nasser;
thmugh which Lebanon per-

[ran specialists of
that era say that the
creation of Islamic
Revolutionary
Guards Corps was
aresultof Arafat’s
suggestions through
Lebanese PLO
leader Naccache.

rmitted Arafat’s PLO to admin-
ister 16 official mefupees’
camps under the United
Nations Rebef & Works
Agency, where three lakh
Palestinian refugees ived.
Gradually,  these camps
became the traning pround of
evolutionanes of all hues,
including Irmndanreligious rey-
olutionaries like the Liberation
Meoverment of Iran, also called
the Islamic modernists, Iskam-
i-Marast Mujahidin-e-Khalk
and Islamst followers of Ayva
tollah Khomeini. Iran spedal-
ists of that era say that the cre
aton of Imns Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps
(TRGC) was aresult of Amfat’s
sugpestions through Lebanese
PLO leader Anmis MNaccache,
who had led the 1975 Vienna
kidnapping of OPEC oil minis-
ters through Caros the Jackal.
Naccache worked wath
Jalaleddin Farsi, whowas then
dose to Khomesni, to prevent a
coup against the latter in the
unsettled conditions m Iran.

Naceache later recruited Imad
Mughniveh, who mse to
become Hezbollah's top man
andorganised the Argentinian
bombings mn 1992 and 1904,

The IRGCis Iran’s leading
fighting force now, number-
mg nearly two lakh, with
OVETrseas responsibilities
through the Quds Force A
Council on Foreign Relations
paper, updated on April 17,
2024, says that it has region-
al allies in Bahrain, Iraq,
Lebanon (Hezbollah), Pales-
tinian territories {Hamas and
Islamic Jihad), Syria and
Yemen. The paper quotes a
2020 assessment by the Cen-
tre for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies that “the
IRGC has become the most
powerful controller of all
important economic sectors
across Iran” for funding
covert activities,

A December 2023 paper by
the Combating Temorism
Centre(CTC)at US West Point
Military Academy savs that
the IRGC does the crafting of
its overseas activities through
umbrella groups and joint
operations centres, It enlists
al-Fatah splinter groups and
leftist and Islamist groups
into a more loyal, militarily
mhesive and politically
responsivenebwork under the
IRGC contmol, The first exper-
iment wasin 1991, when itere
ated the Ten Resistance
Organisation at the Tehran-
gponsored “World Conference
in Support of the Islamic Rev-
alution in Palestine”,

In September 2023, Hamas
and Palestimian Jihad started a

Joint operations room (JOR) in
Berrut. Another joint opers
tional centre of the Hezbollah
and Hamas had been function-
mg since 2021, As per the CTC,
this JOR utlises Lebanese
Hezbollah as a coordmator
between Iran, other Iranian
prosdes in Irag Syria and
Yemen and Palestinian groups.

The CTC paper also quotes
Yahya al-Sinwar, Hamas' Gaza
lead military commander, pro-
claiming in November 2018
that the JOR would form the
nudaisof the Army of Liber-
ation’. Consequently, the JOR
undertook joint operations by
firing rockets at Israel in
November 2018 and n 2019,

Surprisingly, the CTC also
reproduces Impressive propd:
ganda papers ciculated
through JOR Telegram Chan-
nels commumications, dated
Devember20, 2020,on the types
of exerases, inchuding launch-
ing mckets, simulating taking
IDF hostage from a tank, raid-
mg small structures, deploving
an Iranlan-marde Misagh MAN-
PADS and using Imnian-made
AMb0riftes. The paper refers to
videos from the dnllon sinilat-
ed combat divers miding
coastal targets and JOR fight-
ers inferdicting mock Israeh
seg-bome forees. It also quotes
Jee Truzman writing in Long
Wars Jourmnal on December 27,
2020, about these exercises,

All these were found utilised
by the Hamas dunng the Octo-
berT, 2023, attacks, What, then,
was Israel intelligence doing
when such information was
publicly available since 20207

Veers are personal

Poll-time focus on as

LUV PURI
JOURNALIST AND AUTHOR

OLLING has been

completed in parts

of the Jammu

region, which has

two Lok Sabha
seats (Jammu and Udham-
pur), while the three con-
stituences primarily m
Kashmir (Baramulla, Anant-
nag-Rajouri and Srinagar)
and one in Ladakh will go to
the polls in May. One needs
to pay attentionto the issues
that have arsen in this bor-
der repion during the ongo-
ing elections — the first par-
liamentary battle in J&K
amnd Ladakh since the abro-
gation of Article 370 on
August 5, 2019,

Though the state-tumed-UT
has only five seats, J&K's
electoral impact on national
politics is, at times, dispropor-
tionate. It provides an entire
mosaicof issues that are lever-
aged in the Hindi heartlamd.
National secunty concerns
impacted the national elece
tions in 2019 aswell as in 1999,
The Balalot amrstrikes after
the Pulwama terror attack

gave an edge to the BJP in
some states in the 2019 polls,
while the victory in the Kargil
War helped the party in the

General Election held in Sep-
tember-October 1999, Many
soldiers serving in J&K come
from electorally significant
states like: Harvana,
Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal and
Bihar While the BJP has
repeatedly  described  the
abrogation of Article 370 as its
achievement, the narratve on
this ssue was relatively mut-
ed dunng campaigning for
the Udhampur and Jammu
seats that went to the polls on
April 19 and 26, respectively.
The matter has minimal reso-
nance m these areas. The
Conpgress narmative revolved
amund issues mentioned in
its manifesto, including the
promise of the restoration of
J&K s statehood.

With regard to the Lok Sab-
ha seats primarily in the
Eashmir valley, the implica-
tions of the Delimitation
Commission report, released
n 2022, are becoming evi-
dent. The panel merged
parts of the Anantna g parlia-
mentary seat with the Mus-
hm-majority Rapouri and
Pooneh district s, which were
earher mcuded in the Hin-
du-majority Jammu-Poonch
parliamentary constituency.
De facto, two culturally dis-
tinet Muslim-majority areas
on either side of the Pir Pan-
jal mountain range were
combined to form a parlia-
mentary constituency
{(Anantnag-Rajouri), Some
observers viewed the previ-
ous seat, compnsing Hindu-
majonty Jammu distriet and
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Mushm-majority  Rajouri-
Poonchbelt, asa secularising
and stabilising force in a sen-
sitive region.

Moreover, the Anantnag-
Rapun constituency, which
goes to the polls in the third
phase on Mav 7. 15 proving to
be a logistical night mare for
the candidates and their par-
ties, For instance, if someone
has to travel from Poonch to
Anantnag, it takes around 11
hours by road. through the
Jammu-Udhampur National
Highway 1A or through Reasi
district. The only road that
oonnects Jammu's Rajouri-
Poonch with the EKashmir
valley's Anantnag is the his-
toric Mughal road, but it
remains snow-clad for nearly
seven months,

The mamn stakeholders,

pirations of J&K, Lad

BORDER CONTEST: k&K hasfive Lok Sabha seats, including the postdelimitation AnantnagRajoun constituency Fm

Sonam Wangchuks
campaign has
brought global

attentionto
environmental
concerns of Ladakh.

the National Conference
(NCy and the People's
Democratic Party (PDP),
have strongly opposed the
demand to defer the May 7
poll in Anantnag-Rajouri,
evenas some parties, includ-
mg the BJP — which does-
n't even have a candidate for
this seat — are keen on a
postponement. Within the
sepment, the contest is
between NC candidate Mian
Altaf a scion of an influen-
tial Gupar family, and for-
mer CM and PDP leader
Mehbooba Mufti, Gupars,
with at least one-third pres-
ence in Rajouri-Poonch, had
opposed the granting of ST
gtatus to the Pahans, as they
feared that it would eat into
their reservation pie. The
BJP has not fielded any can-

akh residents

didate on the three Muslim-
majority seats in J&K

The NCis the favourite for
the Baramulla and Srinagar
seats. Party president Omar
Abdullah, who 15 contesting
from Baramulla, faces Peo-
ple’s Conference leader
Sajad Lone, who has elec
toral influence particularly
in the Kupwara area of the
constituency. He and the
Apni Party's Altaf Bukhan
have trned to cobble up a
coalition on both seats, but
the NC as well as the PDP
have labelled them as prox-
5 of the BJP In Srinagar,
the NC has fielded Aga Syed
Ruhullah Mehdi, a Shia cler-
ic, who faces the PDP's
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra,
who was arrested in 2020
and jailed for 19 months
under the UAPA (Unlawful
Artivities Prevention Act).
The NC and the PDP are
seeking votes to “restore the
dignity of Kashmiris” in
Parliament. After a long
time, Kashmir-centric
1ssues, such as the release of
political prisoners, are part
of the poll discourse.

separated from J&K as a
consequence of the Jammu
and Kashmir Reorganisa-
tion Act, 2019, the Ladakh
parliamentary segment, fac
ing the Chmna-controlled
Tibetan plateau amd Pak-
istan-controlled Gilgit-
Baltistan, has its own is5ues.
The Ladakhi population
meludes 46.4 per cent Mus-
lims, 39.7 per cent Buddhists
and 12.1 per cent Hindus.

In terms of tangible political
goals, the leadership in Leh
and Kargil demands the
application of a North East-
centne Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution for Ladakh to
protect the fmgile ecosystem
of the region, as they fear
being imindated by outsiders
and industrial development.
Activist Sonam Wangehuk's
campaipn, which has given
vivid details of the receding
glaciers that feed the entire
Indus basin and theimpact on
regional ecology, has brought
mtemational attention to the
environmental issue. The
mmpact 5 visible, as the BJP
has dropped MP Jamyang
Teermg Nampval and grven
the ticket to Tashi Gyalson,
who 15 the charman-cum-
chief executive councillor of
the Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council in
Leh. Hectic efforts among
various stakeholders within
the Opposition — Kargil's
prominent mstitutions
Islamia School and Khomeni
Trust School, and the Con-
gress — are continuing to
pick a joint candidate.

A cobhesive and participa-
tory relationship between
the heartland and the
periphery 15 necessary as an
antidote to secessonist
demands or ethnic fissures
and to ensure sustainable
peace. This can only be done
by being sensitive to the
1s5ues that have been high-
lighted during the elections
and that should inform poli-
cymaking in the future.
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Minister in soup over clip
‘blaming’ Sukhu for crisis

Cong's Jawali MLA Chaﬂder Kumardﬂmmpla‘ys chat, terms it ‘casual talk’

LA.L[T Mn HAN
DHARAMSA LA, APRIL 28
Thewdeo dip of a sentor Con-
gress leader and Minister for
Apriculture and Animal Hus-
bandry Chander Kumar in
which he has blamed Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sulkhu for the current crisisin
government has pone vital.
In the video clip, Chander
Kumar 15 sayving that the cur-
rent crisis inthe Congress gov-
ernment 1n which 6 MLAs
rebelled could have been avert-
ed. He said Congress MLAs
had been alleging that they
cannot even stop the tansfer
of a peon from therr con-
stituences. They were openly
expressing their resentment
but nobody made any effort to
redress their prievances, Had
t he Chief Minister listened to
them, the cumrent ensis could
have been averted, Chander

Chander Kumar,
Congress MLA from Jawali

BIP GETS AMMO

B As the poll campaign is going
an, the videoclip has come
handy for the BIE. Many BJP
leaders from the state have
madethe dipviral

BThe state spokesperson of
BJP Sanjay Sharma said
the BIP had already been
saying that the CM was
respansible for the rebel-
lionin party

B MNow the senior{4most

Congress minister has
endorsed what the BIP has

been saying

Eumar has said. As the elec-
tion campaipning1s going on,
the video clip has come
handy for the BJP Many BJP
leaders from the state have
made the dip viral. The state
spokesperson of BJP Sanjay
shamma said that the BJP
had already been sayving that

the Chief DMinister was
responsible for the rebellion
in party. Now the senor-most
Congress  minister  has
endorsed what the BJP has
been saving The “dictatorial
attitude” of the Chief Minis-
ter was responsible for the
current crisis in his govern-

Congress candidate Vikramaditya Singh during campaigning at Drang in Mandi on Sunday. ja kusias

Vikramaditya: Will execute
Bhubhu Jot tunnel project

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, APRIL 28
Congress candidate from
Mand: parlamentary con-
stituency, Publie Works
Department Minister Vikra-
maditya Singh todav held a
meeting with party workers
at Jogindernagar in Mandi
district. He urged the party
workers to work hard at the
grassroot level to ensure par-
ty victory on the Mandi seat.
“After becoming MP from the

Mandi seat, I will make efforts
to make the Mandi parliamen-
tary constituency number one
in the contest of development
in the country The issues relat-
ed to development of this par-
hamentary constituencywill be
raised with full foree,” he told
the party workers.
Vikramaditya said that the
Bhubhu Jot tunnel was an
important development proj-
ect, which connects the
Jogindemagar of Mandi dis-
trict with Kullu district via

Valley. Every possible

Ellmt would be made to exe-

cute this project so that the
pecple of both the districts

benefited, he said.
“The string of relationship,

which my father the late for-
mer Chief Minister Virb-
hadra Singh had tied with the
people of Mandi parliamen-
tary constituency, should
never be broken. I'will not let
it break and our relationship
with yvou will rematn equally

strong,” he sad.

ment and BJP had no role to
play in it.

Chander Kumar, when con-
tacted, said the video clip
that had gone viral was a
casual talk with some per-
son. Now there was no point
in raising the issue as the
Congress rebels had already
left the party and joined the
BJP Thev were also contest-
ing the Assembly bypoll on
BJP ticket. What Congress
rebel MLAs had done by
switching over to the BJP
was unprecedented. The
people of state are ready to
teach them a lesson, he said.

The BJP has alleged that
they have been saving that
more Congress leaders
were ready to rebel against
the party due to the work-
ing style of the Chief Minis-
ter, who was favouring a
chosen few over the elected
leaders of party.

Che Cribune
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hlLahau]-Spiti CM tells party workers to

MANDI, APRIL 28
Chief Minister Sukhwvinder
sSingh Sukhu today held a
meeting with party workers
at Keviong in tribal district of
Lahaul and Smti to take their
views about the party candi-
date to contests the Assembly
by-election n Lahaul and
Spiti against BJP candidate
Ravi Thakur. Former Con-
press MLA Ravi Thakur
rebelled against the Congress
in the recently held Hapva
Sabha election in Himachal
by voting in favour of BJP
candidate Harsh Mahajan.

The CM urged the partywiork-
ers and people fo work hand to
ensurethat Ravi Thakour forfert-
ed his security deposit in the
Assembly byvelection, which is
seheduled on June 1.

He alleped that “Ravi
Thakur compromised his
honour for money, which he
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The CM during campaigning in LahaulSpiti on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

took from the BJP He took
Rs 156 crore and now he will
spend this amount among
the public to win the election.
He will try to buy your vote
by money power and it is the
right time to teach him a les-
son by defeating him with a
huge margin of votes.”
Targeting the BJP candidate,
the Chief Mimnister said, *“Raw

Thakur betrayed the people of

Lahaul and Spiti, who had
elected him on Congress tick-
et. He brought shame to the

people of Lahaul and Spitiand
the state by his misdeed. So,
you all have to unite agamst
him and vote for the Congress
candidate on June 1.

“Bimilarhy, voting will be held
on June 1 for the Lok Sabha
election and  Vikramaditya
Singh is the Congress cand-
date from Mandi Lok Sabha
seat, The BIPhad tried to desta
bilize the state government by
money power, 5o it 15 the nght
time to oust the BJP from pow-
er at the Centre.” he added

Kangana slams Vikramaditya, says ‘a
prince can tfeel common mans pain’

Our CORRESPON DENT

KINNAUK, APRIL 28
Former Chief Minister Ja
Ram Thakur said that the Law
and order situation in the state
had completely collapsed.
Thakurwas addressing Panna
Pramukh Conference in Kin-
naur today. BJP Mandi Lok
Sabha candidate Kangana
Ranaut, Kinnaur district pres-
ident of party Yashwant Negi
and other official s and workers
were present on this occasion.
While speaking at Reckong
Peo, Kangana Ranaut,
dressed in Kinnauri tradi-
tional attire, lambasted from
Rahul Gandhi to Congress
candidate from Mandi Lok
Sabha constituency Vikra-
maditya. She said, “Like the
princes we see, one is in Del-
hi, he is the child of very big
parents. Then we see that in
Uttar Pradesh there is a spoilt
prince and in Hmachal ton
we see such a prince, How
can they know the real pain

BJP candidate from Mandi Kangana Ranaut at Reckong Peo during campaigning on Sunday. JEEwNNEG]

and sufferings of the com-
mon people. I come from a
poor family and know what it
feels hke when unheard.
That's why I'll do everything
I can to mprove the situation
in Himachal Pradesh.”

Jai Ram Thakur said that no
work had been done in the last
15 months by the govern-
ment. “It doesn't matter if
they did not run any new

SC: Participation of women in workforce
a constitutional entitlement, not privilege

Orders HP Govt to form 3-member panel to reconsider entire aspect of child care leave

hA'I"h’A Pmu:.nsu

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

Noting that the state can’t be
oblivious to the special con-
cerns of working women, the
supreme Court has ordered
the Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernment to constitute a
three-member committee to
reconsider the entire aspect
of the prant of child care
leave to mothers, neluding
those bringing up children
with special needs.

“The particpation of women
in the work foree is not a mat-
ter of privilege, but a constitu-
tional entitlement protected
by Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the
Constitution; besides Article
11X ). The state as a model
emplover cannot be oblious
to the special concems, which
arise in the case of women
wh are part of the workforee,”
a Bench led by CJL DY Chan-
drachud said.

“The provision of child care
leave to women subserves
the significant constitutional
object of ensuring that
women are not deprived of
their due particdpation as
members of the workforce,
Otherwise, in the absence of

CCL EHSUHES 'M}MEH Tﬂ' STAY IN WUHI{ FDHL“E

“ The prmnsmn of child care leave to women
subserves the significant constitutional object of
ensuring that women are not deprived of their due
participation as members of the workforce. Otherwise,
in the absence of a provision for the grant of child
care leave, a mother may well be constrained to
leave the workforce. Bench led by CII DY Chandrachud

a provision for the grant of
child care leave, a mother
may well be constrained to
leave the workforce,” it said
in its April 22 order.

Acting on a petition filed by
shalinik Dharmani, an Assis-
tant Professor at the Depart-
mentof Geography in Govern-
ment College, Nalagarh, who
has a 14-vearold son with spe-
cial needs, the Bench directed
the Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernment o constitute a com-

mittee chared by the Chief
secretary to ook into all
aspects of the matter and sub-

mit areport toit by July3l.

Thetop court directed that
“In the meantime, pending
further orders. the applica-
tion by the petitioner for the
grant of special leave under
Rule 32 of the CCS (Leave)
Rules shall be favourably
considered by the compe-
tent authorities,” and posted
the matter for further hear-

ing on August 5. *This con-
sideration applies a fortiori
in the case of a mother who
has a child with special
needs. Such a case 15 exem-
plified in the case of the peti-
tioner herself,” the Bench
said even as it noted, “Weare
conscious of the fact that the
petition does trench on cer-
tain aspects of polwey.”

The petitioner's son suffers
from a rare genetic disorderie.
Osteogenesis Imperfecta and
has undergone several surger-
ies since birth. He requires
continuous treatment and sur
gical intervention to survive
and lead a normal hife. Due to
the treatment of her son, the
petitioner has exhausted all
her sanctioned leave.

she had sought additional
child care leave under Rule
43-C of the Central Civil Ser-
vice (Leave) Rules, 1872,
which provides for paid leave
for a maximum period of two
vears, Le, Tal days during the
entire service for taking came
of up to two children whether
for rearng or to look after any
of therr needs ke examina-
tion, sickness. On March 3,
2010, the Centre extended the
age of the differently abled

child from 18 vears to 22 vears.

On November 16, 2018, her
request was rejected on the
ground that the Himachal
Pradesh Government hasnot
adopted provisions for child
care leave, forang her to
move the Himachal Pradesh
High Court, which dismissed
her petition April 23, 2021,
noting that Rule 43-C has
been deleted by the state.

However, the Supreme
Court said *the policdes of the
gtate have to be consistent
and must be synchronised
with constitutional protec-
tions and safe puards.”

“The committee shall con-
sist of the State Commiss ioner
appointed under the RPWD
{(Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities) Act; Secretary in the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department; and Secre-
tary in the Social Welfare
Department,’ the Bench said.
It asked the committee to
engage with the Secretary in
the Department of Women
and Child Development and
Secretary in the Socal Welfare
Department (Department of
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities ) of the Union
Govermnment,

schemes, but the old schemes
which were mnning wene
stopped. Under the Himeare
scheme, lakhs of people of the
state were getting free treat-
ment of Rs 5 lakh in case of il]-
ness, That has been stopped.
The Congress had promised
to provide one lakh jobs, but
not a single job has been piv-
en. Rather, more than 11,000
vouth have been fired. The

Congress promised to pur-
chase cow dung, provide 300
units ofelectricity and Rs 1500
to women, but nothing was
givenn, Without saving any-
thing, without gning any
puarantee, we halved bus fare
forwomen and gave apension
of Hs 3000 every month to
J0.000 helpless people. Now it
15 vour tum to teach Congress
alesson,” said Jair Ram

However, ticket aspirants of
Congress in Lahaul and Spiti
are in a dilemma because the
CM gave no clear ndication to
whom ticket will be given, The
ticket aspirants are apprehen-
gsive that the ticket may be ging-
en to BJP rebel and former
minister Ram Lal Markanda.
The aspirants have opposed
the entry of Markanda in the
Congress. BJP pave ticket to
Congress rebel Ravi Thakurin
Lahaul and Spiti.

When asked. BIP candidate
Rawvi Thakur said that the
comments of the Chief Minas-
teragainst him were derogato-
rv. I ask the CM. had he done
a deal with Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhw to
field him for the Rajyva Sabha
seat from Himachal despite
the fart that Singhw is from
Delhi” Ravi said that for his
such remarks, legal notices
were already served on Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Sukhu
and more notices would be
served in near future if he did
not stop making such
remarks, — THNS

ensure Ram S defeat for his act ofbetrayal

Minister: Steps
beingtaken
to improve

edustandards

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, APRIL 28

Education Minister Rohit
Thakur today clammed that
the standard of education
had deteriorated during the
reipn of the last BJP govemn-
mentand the state shipped to
18th rank in the qualitative
education ranking.

“The Congress govern-
ment has started several
ambitious schemes in the
last one-and-a- half wvear
which has resulted in some
improvement,” the mimster
said. “Our government 15 also
making efforts to mprove
vorational education so that
the vouth can get employ-
ment and self-employment
opportunities.” he added.

Further, Thakur said that
the state government was fill-
ing maore than 7.000 posts of
JBT, TGT, PGT and college
lecturers in the education
department through direct
recruitment and batch wise
basis so that the education of
students was not hampered
due to shortage of teachers.

Thakur said school chuster
scheme had been started for
collective use of resources
in schools.

All sections benefitted from
PM Modisschemes. Anurag

TR[B[] NE NE.WS EEIWIEE

MANDI, APRILZ2B
BJP candidate from Hamir-
pur, Anurag Thakur, a Union
Minister and sitting MP
from Hamirpur, today held a
meeting with party workers
at Dharampur in Mandi dis-
trictt. The  Dharampur
Assembly sepment of Mandi
comes under the Hamirpur
padiamentary constituency.
Addressing the workers,
Anurag saud the puarantee of
Prime DMinister Narendm
Modi was the puarantee of the
BJP He said in the past 10
vears, the Union Govemment
led by PM Modi had given the
benefits of many schemes to
every section of the country,
inchuding the poor, farmers,
women and vouth. In the nest
five vears also, BJP's resolu-
tion letter for all sections had
been given before the public,
He said every elderly per-
son above T0 vears of apge,
whether poor, middle class
or upper middle class, would
get the facility of free treat-
ment up to Rs & lakh, The
Union Minister sad by
intreasing the scope of the
Kisan Samman Yojana, the
PM would encourage farm-
ers to increase the produc-

Union Minister Anurag Thakur with Panna Pramulkhs at Bhoranj.

FREE RATION FACILITY TO CONTINUE

B The free ration facility to poor would continue for next five
years, said Anurag Thakur while addressing meeting of Pan-
na Pramukhs at Bhoranj near Hamirpuron Sunday

B Hesaid Modi wave was in ‘high tide' and NDA alliance would
win over 400seats in the LS, adding that the Congress and
its allies had no vision for the development of the county

tion of nutritious vegetables
by providing necessary agri-
cultural mmputs. Also, new
clusters would be estab-

lished for the production of

essential vegetables like
anion, tomato, potato ete.
Storapge and distrnibution
facilities would also be pro-
vided in these dusters.

“PM Modi has promised to
make 3 erore women ‘Lakh-
pati Didi’ and has empow-

ered one crore rural women
by making them ‘Lakhpati
Didi'. Now three crore raral
women will be made ‘Lakh-
pati Didi',” he said.

He also said the Congress
lead ers were not able to hide
their anger, who often make
insulting comments to PM
Modi through the media.
But the public knows every-

thing and they would
answer to this,
T e e
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SRINAGAR, APRIL 28

Urging people to use their
voting right to reject tradi-
tional parties, Apni Party

chief Sved Mohammad Altaf

Bukhari on Sunday said the
deceptions of these parties
and their leaders had now
been exposed in front of the
people of JE&IK

“They have now even lost
the deceptive narmtives that
they once emploved to fool
the people over the years
and decades,.” Bukhari said.
He was addressing a gath-
ering at Munmar Khanabal
in south Kashmir's Anant-
nag district when he made

Apni Party president Altaf Bukhari. Fie

WILL BRING THEM TO JUSTICE _
&% | promise you that once Apni Party receives public
mandate, it will ensure that these ruthless parties and
their leaders face the force of justice. AtafBukhad, s serv o=

these remarks.

Accusing the PDP and NC
of misleading the public with
false narratives and emotion-
ally charged slogans, Bukhan
said their deceit has been laid
bare, and their once-potent

narratives had crumbled.
*Nobody is going to trust
therr slogans like ‘Raishu-
mari', ‘autonomy’. ‘self-
rule’, and others anvmore.
People know that they have
been deceived by these par-

BJP hiding behind its ‘proxies,
minions in Valley, says Farooq

SRINAGAR, APRIL 28

NC chief Faroog Abdullah
today said the BJP had been
unable to “win hearts” in
Kashmir and now it was hid-
ing behind its proxes in
Kashmir “This tactic willalso
prove futile,” Abdullah said.

Addressing a workers' con-
vention at Chanpora, with par-
ty candidate’s Snnagar candi-
date Aga Syved Ruhullah
Mehd: in attendance, Faroog
gaid: “INDIA bloe will secure
all s Lok Sabha seats inJam-
mu and Kashmir, and Ladakh.
Sensing a defeat at the hands
of NC, the BIP has already
withdrawn from the mce”

The veteran leader added:
“Although the BJP is hiding
behind its prosdes, this tacte
will prove futile. Whether in
Lok Sabhaelections or in the
Assembly polls, vour (party
workers') hard work is set-
ting new reconds.”

“1 am pleased to witness
vour enthusiasm, but it's
clear that other party leaders
are intimidated by the NC.
The BJP has failed to win
over hearts in Kashmir. The
dedsions made on August b,
2019 have only served to
angerand alienate the people
ofthe Valley," he added.

Farooq said: “While the BJP
may have stepped back, it
has not left the playing field.
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NC chief Faroog Abdullah campaigns for his party in Srinagar. am

Some  parties are covertly
supported by the BJEP It's
imperative for the people to
know who 15 behind these
manoeuvres, plotting aganst
Jé&eK's interests and aiding
the BJP in its agenda.”

“The wvoters must make
their decision. We have been
deceived and humiliated.
Through our votes, we must
raise our voices. This pres-
ents a significant opportunity
for the voters in Srinagar to
fill the political void,” former
Chief Minister of J&K sad.

He added that Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had 1n his
recent speech equated Mus-
lims with infiltmtors. He said
thiz was an

Modis speeches betray..

the elections and the INDIA
bloe was poised to secure a
convincing majority along
the lines of 2004,

He said the dramatic
shift in PM's lanpguape
and the style of campaign-
ing after the release of the
Congress manifesto on
April 5 and later the
Phase-I polling on April 19
gave INDIA bloc the confi-
dence that they were com-
fortably ahead of the BJP-
led NDA after two phases
of elections for 190 of the
543 Lok Sabha seats.

A day after PM Modi
termed the Karnataka Mus-
lim reservation model of
the Congress as “danger-
ous”, Ramesh defended the
4 per cent quota the Con-
gress government in Kar-
nataka has given to the
Muslims saying “the basis
for this decision is a 1094
survey that categonses
Mushims as backwards”.

“I can't think of a single
instance where we have
gone bevond the Constitu-
tion.” Ramesh said when
asked to comment on the
ruling BJP and PM's minor-
ity appeasement charge,

The senior Congress
strategist also ruled out
restoration of Article 370in
Jammu and Kashmir, if
elected to power noting that

ON DECLINING RAM
TEMPLE INVITE

% We are convinced
that we must have clarity
about the basics and the
basics are that religion is
a private matter of faith...
don't forget | have Ramin
both my first and last
Name. lairam Ramesh, (G LEgER

“history cannot be redone
all the time"” and that “one
had to move on”.

He vehemently defended
Congress’ stand on declin-
ing the invitation to attend
the Ram Temple consecra-
tion in Ayodhya although
the ssue caused deep divi-
sions in the party and
many leaders quit citing it
as the cause.

“We are convinced that we
must have clarity about the
basies and the basics are
that religion is a private
matter of faith... dont for-
get I have Ram in both my
first and last name,” Jairam
Ramesh said. making light
of serial defections from the
grand old party to the BJP

Ramesh also hinted at
possibilities of Rahul Gand-
hi contesting from his old
seal of Amethi and Privan-
ka Vadra being fielded from
Rae Barel.

indication of

imminent defeat. Dr Farooqg
accused the BJP and its lead-
ership of resorting to fear
mongering and communal
politics. “People are demand-
ing answers from the BIP on
1s5ues of employment, devel-
opment armd progress. Their
track record 15 dismal. Our
youth seek employment, our
elders demand better health-
care, and our mothers and
gisters deserve improved
services,” he said.

“Udhampur and Jammu
have spoken mIm unison,
rejecting the BIP Now it's
time for the people of Kash-
mir to unite apgainst the
BJF's prosges and minions,”
Farooq said. — OC

in an affidavit filed in the top
court. “The mode, manner
and timing of the amrest of the
petiticoner when the schedule
of the Lok Sabha elections
had been announced and the
Model Code of Conduct had
come into force, speaks vol-
umes about the arbitrariness
of the ED. This timeline estab-
lishes the fact that the peti-
tioner has been arrested
intentionally with a mala fide
intent without any necessity
toarrest,” Kejrowal submitted

Describing Kegriwal as“the
kingpin and key conspirator”
of the Delhi excise “scam”,
the ED has told the top court
that his conduct in avoiding

ties and theirleaders thmough
these misleading slogans,”
the Apni Party chief said.

He added that once the
Apni Party gets a public man-
date, it would hold these par-
ties accountable for “their
role in shedding mnocent
blood on this land.”

Arcusing the NC of killing
more than 100 innocent peo-

ple in 2010, and the PDP of

killing 128 persons, Bukhari
said the PDP had blinded
young boys and girls by using
pellet puns in 2016.

*I promise vou that once
the Apni Party receives a
public mandate, it will ensure
that these muthless politicdans
and so-called leaders face the
foree of justice,” he said.

Referring to Mehbooba
MMuft, he said she was at the
helm in 2016 when bullets
were rained down even on
children and she shamelessly

Justified these killings by

4 killed, 2 missing
in Ganderbal
road accident

SRINAGAR, APRIL 28
Four persons died while two
others were missing after a
passenger vwvehicle rolled
down into Nallah Sindh in
the Ganderbal district on
Sunday, an official said here.
A passenger vehicde with
nine persons on board skid-
ded off the road and fell into
the fast-moving stream at
Gagangir in SONAmarg area
of Ganderbal. the official
gaid. He said a rescue opera-
tion was launched by the
SDRF and police. “Three per-
sons were rescued and shift-
ed to a nearby hospital for
treatment,” the official said
and added that four bodies
have been retneved. — PTI

heartlessly remarking:

“KEya wve bachay choco-
lates aur doodh lene niklay
thay (Had these children
come out of their homes to
fetch choeolates and milk
for themselves) These
ruthless words will abways
haunt the people in Kash-
mir,” Bukhiri said.

He urged people to use the
power of their vote to reject
traditional parties and their
leaders in these elections.

“These so-called public rep-
resentatives did not even
bother to resign in protest of
the abmogation of these Artide
370, And now; despite their
betrayal, the same partes
shamelessly seek the peoples
votes once again. I urge the
people toreject them through
the power of therr votes,” he
said. He appealed to people to
vote for Apni Party's Rajouri-
Anantnag candidate Zaffar
Igbal Manhas,

JAMMU & KASHMIR/LADAKH
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Deceptive narratives of NC, PDP stand Mehbooba:Votetotell Parl that

Article 370 abrogation waswrong

Our CORRES PONDENT

SHINAGAR, APRIL 28
Former J&K Chief Minister
and PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Sunday asked peo-
ple in South Kashmir to
exercise ther franchise to
make their voices reach the
Parliament of the country
and convey to the BJP that
the decision taken on August
5, 2019 to abrogate Article
270 was wrong and had to be
revoked at all costs,
Shealsowarned against any
move to postpone the south
Kashmir constituency elec-
tion, sayving nowhere in the
country polls are rescheduled
due to indement weather
Addressing a gathering in
Eulgam's DK Marg, Mehboo-
ba said people should recog-
nise the significance of their
ballots in influencing the
country's Padiament and
unequivocally express dis-
sent against the dedsions
made on August 5, 2019.

QUESTIONS PLOY TO DEFER AHAHI'HAG POLL

&% Where in the country have you
heard of polls being delayed due to rain? *
These are ploys to hinder the electoral
process in J&K. Mehbooba Mufti, e o=

“Vote to make yvour voices
reach the Parliament and tell
BJP on its face that the deci-
gion taken on August 5, 2019
was wrong and has to be
revoked at all costs.” she said.

"My passport, my daugh-
ter's passport and my moth-
er's passport were confiscat-
ed. My family was hounded
and even the pravevard of my
father was not spared. I was
made homeless in the middle
of winter without any notice.
My own menwhowere raised
from seratch by my father
backstabbed our party but I
remained firm on my stand
because of the earnest and
large-scale support of my
people across Jammu and
Kashmir,” the PDP chief said.

she added: *This election is

NC seeks KPs support in Valley

JAMMU, APRIL 28

Accusing the BJP of
exploiting Kashmiri Pan-
dits with its “hollow prom-
izes”, National Conference
leader Rattan Lal Gupta
Sunday appealed to the
community to vote for his
party's candidates con-
testing the Lok Sabha
election from the three
seats in the Valley.

The National Conference
has fielded its vice-presi-
dent and former J-K chief
minister Omar Abdullah
from the Baramulla parlia-
mentary constituency and
former mimsters Mian
Altaf and Aga Syed Rahul-
lah from the Anantnap-
Rajouri and the Srinagar
seats respectively.

Voting in the Anantnapg-
Rajouri seat will be held on
May 7, Srinagar on May 13
and Baramulla on May 20.

Interacting with a delega-
tion of Kashmiri migrants
headed by the NC's minor-
ity cell chairman and for-
mer MLC Bushan Lal
Bhat, Gupta urpged the
community to vote for the
party's candidates.

“The National Conference
has always stood for the
cause of Kashmin migrants
and shall continue to do the
same in times to come..
BJP has only exploited
them to the hilt by making
hollow promises.” he said.

Gupta said the BJP-led
government made promis-
es to rehabilitate Kashmir:

migrants in the Valley but
these proved to be a “cruel
joke"” as no step has been

taken in this direction
sinee 2014,
Kashmiri Pandits are

waiting for the promised
special emplovment pack-
age for wvouths and
enhancement of the
monthly cash assistance,
the National Conference
leader said, and chal-
lenged the BJP to reveal
the steps it has taken for
the community. Under the
NC-led povernment, he
sald, several mini-town-
ships for the Kashmiri
migrant community were
construeted at Japgti and
other areas adjoining the
Jammau city. — PT1

to end the years of suffoca-
tion. I want to tell these agen-
ies — who are yvou to confis-
cate our lands? This is our
state, we are its citizens. You
cannot choke us.”

The PDP chief said polls
for the Anantnag-Rajouri
seat must be held as sched-
uled and should not be post-
poned. She sad she was con-
cerned over underhand
tactics employved by certain
individuals to postpone the
polls but emphasised that
the Election Commission
must uphold the credibility
of the electoral process.

“After a long time, people
here have regained trust in
the democratic process and
are actively participating in
it,” she said.

CAPF deployment
begins for Phase 3
Lok Sabhapoll

SRINAGAR, APRIL 28

The Central Armed Police
Ebrees (CAPF) arrived today
in the south Kashmir district
of Anantnag to undertake
crucial election duties,

S5P GV Sundeep
Chakravarthy and CAPF
Nodal Officer and CO 40 Bn
CRPF, RP Meena, welcomed
the CAPF contingents at var-
wus locations acmss the dis-
trict. The police sawd: “The
Anantnag  police  have
assured full cooperation and
coordination with the CAPF
forces to facilitate their
duties and enable peaceful
voting.” The Rajuri-Anant-
nag constituencyisslated for
polls on May 7. — OC

Ex-Guv Malik started public slandering of Kashmiris: Lone

SRINAGAR, APRIL 28
Jammu and Kashmir Peo-
ple's Conference (JKPC)
chairman Sapad Lone has
aceused Last Governor of erst-
while Jammu and Kashmir,
Satva Pal Malik, of being the
first person to start public
slindering of Kashmiris and
helping in removal of Article
370 in August 2019

Lone said his attempt to
stake daim to form a govern-
ment in 2018 after the BJP
withdrew support to PDPled

by Mehbooba Mufti was “not
serions . Lone acknowledpged
that he did not have numbers
but had reached out to Malik
asking him for some time for

FROM PAGE 1

SC to hear Kejii’s petition against arrest...

interrogation despite nine
summaonses led the investi-

gating officer *to form the
gatisfaction” that he's puilty
of money laundering.

The probe agency alleged
AAP was “major beneficiary”
ofthe proceeds of cnme gen-
erated in the “scam” and the
party committed the offence
of MOnEey laundering
through its national conven-

Ultraskill village guard
in Udhampur gunfight

chased by the security foreces.
More police personnel
along with Army and CRPF
teams rushed to the area. A
massive search operation
was underway. The terrorists,
believed to be Pakistamis,
were gpparently tmined in
handlin g automatic weapons.
Sources said the operation
was launched following
mtelligence mputs about the
movement of two separate
groups consttuting over

eight trained terrorists who
recently infiltrated into the
Indian side from the interna-
tional border in Kathua, The
terrorists, sources said,
might have been pushed
into J&K to disrupt polling,
mainly in Kashmir Their
movement suggested they
were heading towards the
Valley. Besides AEK-4T rifles,
terrorists were also believed
to be carrving M4 carbines,
the sources added.

er Kegriwal. However, Kejriw-
al countered the ED's allega-
tions, saying, “No speafic

roke or act under Section 3 of

the PMLA 15 established to
even hold the petitioner
liable vicariously.” He also
denied the ED's allegation
that Rs 45 crore was trans-
ferred by South Group as an
advance kickback which was
utilised by AAP in Goa elec-
tions. “Not a single rupee
was traced back to the AAP
and the allegations put forth

in this regard are devoid of

any tangible evidence, ren-
dering them vague, baseless
without any corroboration,”
the Delhi CM said.

Navy checks...

scheduled transit to the Indi
an port. The United King-
dom Maritime Trade Opera-
tions securty agency said
the attack took place south-

west of the Yemeni port of

Mokha. The second attack

an the vessel consisted of

what s believed to be two
missiles, which resulted m
damapge, it added.

A news agency reported
that Andromeda Star's cur-
rent owner 15 registered in
Sevcehelles and the tanker
15 engaged in Russia-linked
trade. — TNS

government formation.
Malik, while terming Lone
as a “blue-eved boy” of the
Centre, had daimed that the
Peoples Conference leader
wanted to be chief minister

just before the dissolution of

the Assembly mm 2018 with
onky s MLAs,

However, Lone, who 1s con-
testing the Lok Sabha polls
from Baramulla against for-
mer chief minister Omar
Abdullah, alleped that the
account piven by Malik on

the events of 2018 was exag-
gerated. “To be verv honest,
we did not have the numbers.
That is a reality. I called him.
and I said Sir can you wait, I
am in London. He sad walldo
it and asked how much time
will you take? That 1s it. He
gaid send a fax and then the
fax machine did not work.
That s it. A person who did
not have the spine to say noto
Article 370 (revocation), and
signed on every dotted line,
he would have the spine to

say no, I will not swear-in Saj-
jad? Tell me?” Lone asked.

The People’s Conference
leader alleged that Malik
was the first person to start
the public slandering of
Kashmiris, “He demolished
Kashmiris by his role 1n
removal of Article 370, The
first public slanderng, the
institutionalised slandering
of Kashmiris was done by
him. He would say wherev-
er I go, there are carpets,.”
he said. — PTI

Prince msultmg m]as silenton.

The PM alleged the Congress
seion, o advance his vote bank
politics, was heaping insults on
Indian movals, while sealing his
lips on the atocties perpetrated
bvthe “noroobs, mzems and sul-
ions”. “Due to the Conpress
pobicy of appeasement even
our Independence movement
was recorded from the pnsm
of vote bank politics. The Con-
gress shehzada now says that
Indian kings used to snatch
away land from the poor at
will. The prnce has insulted
legendary royals like Chhatra
pati Shivaji and Kittur Maha-
rani Chinnamma whose patn-
otism still inspires our nation...
shehzada's latest remarkcs are
meant to pander to vote
banks. He has orticised our
kings, but when it comes to
brutalities by nawabs, nizams
and sultans, his lips are
sealed.” the PM said.

Modi asked if the Congress
leader knew anything about
the contributions of the
Mysore rovalty or the fact
that Rani Ahilvabai Holkar
of the Malwa rovalty
restored several temples
and places of worship or that
the Banaras Hindu Univer-
sity would not have been
possible, but for the patron-
age of the king of Benaras.

“The Congress does not
remember the atrocities of
Aurangzeb who destroved

Ph Narendra Modi being felicitated in Uttara Kannada. F/m

‘MANY PEOPLE DON'T LIKE STRONG INDIA'

B Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Sunday, "There are many
peoplewho don't like a strong India. They want the country and
Its government to bewealk, so that they can make profits easily.”

®"The Congress too was a clear beneficiary of thiscorruption. This
was the game gning on, but the BIP has become a challenge for
them," the PM said while addressing a meeting in Kamataka

countless Hindu temples.
The Congress has gone and
allied with parties that sing
paeans to Aurangzeb, But it
has nothing to say about
those who destmoyed our pil-
grmage sites, slaupghtered
cows, It does not remember
those nowabs who played a
huge role in the Partition of
India.” said the PM. He earhi-
er said that those who reject-
ed the invitation to attend the
Ram Mandior consecration
ceremony in Ayodhyaon Jan-
uary 22 would be rejected by
the masses on the hustings.

Modi said the Congress’
appeasement politics  was
reflected in its Lok Sabha
poll manifesto and that the
party was “planning to con-
duct an ‘Xeray' of the peo-
ple's properties, possessions,
gold, ‘Stree Dhan', mangal-
sutras and what not.”

“The Congress 15 so
engrossed in the welfare of
its first family that t has
completely distanced from
national interest.. DMany
people, many organisations

do not want India's
progress,” Modi saxd.
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Phase 2 polling dips; R'sthan,
Bihar among 5 laggard states

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEWDELHI, APRIL 28
The second phase of voting
for Lok Sabha polls, which
concluded on April 26,
showed a  provisional
turnout of 64 per cent, a
sharp fall from 2019 elec-
tions, when the second
phase of polling had seen
69.6 per cent voting.
Though the Election Com-
mission{EC)1s vet to release
the official polling percent-
age figures, the dip in per-
centage from second phase
of 2019 is mainly owing to
poor turnout in five states.
Poor voting was mainly
witnessed in Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
Voting in the second
phase was held across 38
geats in 13 states covering
Rajasthan, Kerala, West
Bengal, Karnataka and
Maharashtra among others.

In 2019, the turnout i 85 of

the 88 seats that saw voting
on April 26 was 69.6 per cent.

Voting comparison for fve
seats in Assam has been dif-
ficult since seat boundaries
have changed since delimi-
tation last vear

As per provisional figures

Women stand in a queue to cast their vote at a polling station in Barmer, Rajasthan. rmi

AT 64%, TURNOUT 5.6% LOWER THAN 2019

m [n 2019, theturnout in 85 of the B8 seats,
which sawvating on April 26, was 89.6 %,
The dip in percentage from second phase of
2019is mainiyd ue to poor turnout in five states

m Maharashtra recorded 59.6% turnout,
Bihar 57% and UP 54.8% polling, as against
63%, 63% and 62% polling withessed,
respectively, in 2019,

issued by ECI till late
evening of April 26, Maha-
rashtra has recorded a
poling turnout of 59.6 per
cent, Bihar saw 57 per cent
voting and Uttar Pradesh
witnessed 4.8 per cent
poling, as against 63 per
cent, 63 per cent and 62 per
cent recorded, respectively,
in all the three states in 2019

Rajasthan, which saw vot-
ing on 12 seats in the first

phase and 13 in the second

phase, had a turnout of

64.07 per cent for the sec-
ond phase at 11 pm on April
26, while the turnout in the
same seats in 2019 was 63
per cent.

Kerala, which saw all its
20 seats go for polling in
the second phase. had
recorded a 67.15 per cent
turnout at 11 pm, while in
2019, 1t was 78 per cent in

Modify campalgn song: ECto AAP

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Sunday asked
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
to modify the content of its
election campaign song as
per the Advertising Codes
prescribed under the Cable
Television Network Rules,
1994 and ECI puidelines and
resubmit after modification,
for the certification.

"The phrase jail ke jawaab
mein hum vote denge’ show-
ing an aggressive mob hold-
ing the photo of Arvind
Kejriwal showing  him
behind bars, casts asper-
sions on the judiciary. Fir-
ther, the said phrase appears
several times in the adver-
tisement which contravenes

POLL SNIPPETS

TMC worker killed,

BJP leader attacked
Kolkata: ATMC workerhas
been Killed, while a local BIP
leader has beeninjured in
separate incidents in Kolkata
on Sunday. TMC worler
Sanjeev Daswaskilled ina
clash. Mearwhile, awaman
BIP leader lodged a cormplaint
thet she was assautted by
TMIC workeers in Anandapur
area insouth Kolkata, Pn

Modi runs govt for
billionaires: Rahul

Cuttack: Congress leader
RahulGandhi on Sunday
alleged that while PM Naren-
dra Modirurs a government
for billlonaires and Chief Min-
ister Naveen Pathalk leads a
dispensation that works for
“select people” in Odisha.
Heallegedthatthe BID and
BIP were helping each oth-
er in the elections. Fm

Delhi minister Atishi addresses
the media. Mmaxas RN BHUI

the provisions of EC Guide-
lines and Rule 6(14g) of Pro-
framme and Advertising
Codes prescribed under the
Cable Television Network
Rules, 19947 said ECI.

The action by the pall
body came even as AAP

leader and Delhi minister
Atishi alleged earlier in the
day that the EC was ban-
ning the song,

"The same Election Com-
misson ignores the violation
of the MCC done everyday
by the BJE" she claimed.

"The ECI does not object
when the ED, CBI, and oth-
er cases on political leaders
are shut as soon as they join
the BJP but when we men-
tion that in our campaign
song, the ECI objects to it.
The ECI says that if you
talk about dictatorship, this
15 a criticism of the ruling
party. This means that ECI
also believes that the BJP is
adictatorship government,”
she further alleged. — TNS

the second phase.

Karnataka, which had
seen 14 of its 28 seats goto
polls on April 26, had regis-
tered a 6838 per cent
turnout, while five years
back, the turnout on the
same 14 seats was 67 per
cent in 2019,

The remaining 14 con-
gstituencies in the state
will wvote in the third
phase on May 7.

Deve Gowda'’s son,
grandson booked

HASSAN (KARNATAKA), APRIL 28
A case of seoaial harassment
and stalking was registered on
sunday agamst the son and
frandson of former Pnme
Mimaster HD Deve Gowda, for-
mer minister HD' Revanna
and Hassan MP Prapwal
Revanna, respectivel v,

The casewasregistered at the
Holenarasipur polioe station in
the district based on a comr
plaint by their cook. The come-
planant said she was a relative
of Revanna's wife Bhavani.

She aleged fourmonths after
she started working, Revanna
began sexually harassing her
while his son Prapwval used to
make viden calls to her daugh-
ter and have *“vul gar conversa
tions” with her, —PT1

Sangh supports reservation:

HYDERABAD, APRIL 28

R55 chief Mohan Bhagwat
on Sunday asserted the
organisation has alwavys
been supportive of reserva-
tion, and advocated for its
implementation as long as
“discrimination exists”
comments that came n the
wake of a viral video claim-
ing the Sangh was agamst
the quota system.

The remarks also assume
gsignificance as the Opposi-
tion, especially the Congress
has mounted an attack
against the Rashtria
Swavamsevak Sangh and
theruling BJP at the Centre.
accusing them of being
opposed to reservation.

Speaking at the inaupgura-
tion of Vidva Bharati Vig-
nana Kendra here, Bhagwat
referred to the video in cir-
culation and said it falsely

BJP seeking 400+ seats to
change Constitution: Pawar

PUNE, APRIL 28

Nationalist Congress Party(SE)
chief Sharad Pawaron Sunday
said the BJP wants towin 400-
plus seats in the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha polls m order to make
changes in the Constitution.
Addressing a campaign rallyin
Pune's Saswad tehsil, which is
part of Baramati Lok Sabha
constituency, Pawar sand thas
vear s peneral election 1sdiffer-
ent from eadier ones since it
will decide “by which method
the country will work”,

“The chief minister of Delhi
{Arvind EKejriwal) is put
behind bars. They (BJP) are
walking on the path of dicta-

torship and are destroving
democracy. Therefore, to save
our nation we need to defeat
them,” he said.

“This Lok Sabha poll isdiffer-
ent from earber ones as it will
decde by which method our
oountry will work, The nation
should run as a democracy but
we are worned. The BJP want
maore than 400 seats to make
changes in the Constitution,”
Pawar ssid The NCP (5P) has
fielded sitting MP and Sharad
Pawar's daughter Supriva Sule
from Bammati She is up
against Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Mmister Ajt Pawar's
wife Sunetra Pawar — PT1

T S e T Y P R R
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* RAHULREMINDS RSS OF PREVIOUS STANCE

= Enngneaa leader Rahul Gandhm f Su nday saidthe HSS. the idea-
logical mentor of the BIR may hanve changed its tone now but it
did in the past achocate scrapping the quota system

B He alleged that RS5 and BIP were tndng to destroy the Constitution
to rrake theirleaders "kings" ofthe country. Hesald while BS5 wanted
tor do awaywith the Constitution, Congress was fighting to protect it

claims the RS33 was opposed
to reservation. The wvideo
shows him as holding a
meeting, he said but
claimed it never happened.

“R55 has been supporting
reservations as per the Consti-
tution since the time 1t came.”

“The Sangh savs that reser-
vation should continue till
the time people, to those
whom it is given, feel they
need it; or it is given due to
social reasons till discrimina-
tion exists,” he added.

With the help of technology
and AT what did not happen

can also be shown (a8 to have
happened), he said.

Bhagwat's pro-reservation
statement also comes n the
bactkdrop of the Congress
alleging that BIP and RSS are
against the quota system.

In his response to Bhag-
wat's remarks on the mat-
ter. Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi claimed though the
R55 15 now saving it wasnot
agamst reservation, it had
earlier spoken about oppos-
ing the quota system.

Addressing a campaign
rally at Daman and Diu on
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Che Tribune INTERVIEW: JAIRAM RAMESH, CONG GENERAL SECY (COMMUNICATIONS)

BJP set to face India Shining drubbing

T the end of two phases of the
Aiﬂ.?ri Lok Sabha elections, Con-
rress general secretary Jairam
Ramesh speaks to Aditl Tandon on a
range of issues dominating the nation-

al electoral landscape. Excerpts:

®Your assessment of INDIA bloc
prospects after two phases?

Afterthe first round. it was clearthat the
momentum was with INDIA. After the
second mound too, we have the same
assessment. Reasons: One, these aretra-
ditional stmngholds of INDIA - Tamil
Nadu and Eerala. Two, our assessment
of Rajasthan wherewe werezero in 2019;
Maharashtra where as a party we were 1
of 48 seats; Karnataka where we were 1
of 28 seats. In states where we wene
wiped out in 2019, this time the trends
WETE eNCOUraging.

And there's a third reason ton. The
PO 5 stvle of campai pning changed dra-
rmatically after Phase 1 on Apnl 19, We
released our Nvay Patra on April 5 and
the BJP made expected comments for
some days. But the diabob cal manner in
which the PM fook it up after April 19,
talkang about Muslim League, mangal-
sutras being taken awsay. Th me the dra-
matic reversal in the language and style
of PM's campaign betrayed a sense of
nervousness and worry That ghves me
the confidence that after two phases
INDIA s comfortably ahead.

B How many of these 190 seatlscould
INDIA bloc win?

It would be the kind of mandate Con-
gress and albies pot in 2004 when we had
pre-poll alliances and UPA was formed
aftertheresultscame. I think 2024 wall be
a repeat of India Shining, My sense is
there is no Modi wave. The people who
havecome outand voted for Modi are his
hardeore supporters. I've not seen any
first-time voters coming out in larpe
numbers. I see urban voting very low:

EWhat aboul low voler enthusiasm?
All Twould say is that the Modi wavevoter
did not come out in the first two phases.

® Bul the BJP cansay the PM is cov-
ering all corners?

That's a justification but the sharpness
of thelan puage and the frequency of the
utterance of the distortions the PM is
ndulging m leads me to bebeve that this
15 bome not out of a carefully crafted
strategy but out of a sense of worry. Why
has 400 paar gone into the backpround?

® PM savs vou will give SC, ST, OBC
guota to Muslims?

In states where we were wiped
out in 2019, this ime the trends
WETe very encouraging

e s

After Bharat Jodo Yatra and Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra, SCs, STs, OBCs and
minorities consolidated behind the
Conpress. We won Kamataka where the
JDI{S) was wiped out. We won Telan-
gana. The PM is trying to create a splhit
in this social grouping which was come
ing out to favour the Congress.

® Bul the Congress haslong faced the
minority appeasement charge?

Itwas LK Advaniwhofirst propagated the:
myth that this is minority appeasement.

B AK Antony report also fagged minor-
ity appeasement for your 2014 loss.
Yes, but nsisting that constitutional
safepuards for the linpuistic and reli-
gious minorities should be implement-
ed is not appeasement, recognising the
speaal provisions in the Constitution
for minority educational institutions is
not appeasement. I can't think of a sin-
gle instance wherewe have gone beyond
the Constitution,

®The PM is Magging vour Karnataka
model of Muslim quola as dangerous?
In Karnataka, there is a 1994 survey
thatcatepgorises Muslims as back wards.
That ts the basis for our policy. Why 1s
the BJP raking up the issue now?

B Congress has historically opposed a

caste census, why this change ol heart?
From 1951 until 2011, caste as a category
did not figure in the Census exvept for
SCs and STs. But times have changed
and there are new challenges. Defernng
to political consensus in Padiament, the
Congress government in 2011 commis-
sioned an SECC. While deprivation data
of SECC 15 being used for govemment
schemes, caste data 15 vet to be pub-
lished. We aredemanding its pubhication.

"'Why so many of vour leaders guit-

ting for the BJP?

People have amhbitions and vulnemabili-
ties, Ideclogical commitment no longer
matters. Many BJP leaders have also
joined the Congress.

E Should the Congress have accepled
the Ram Mandir invile?

Weare convineed thatwe must have clar
ity that rebigion 15 a private matter of
faith. In 2004, our poll mamfesto began
with the words “back to the basices”. We
need that same clarity. Ram Mandir con-
secration was a political event meant to
glorify one person, not Maryada
Purushottam Ram who in so many ways
defines Indian enilisation. Don't forget
I have Ram in my first and last name

EWill vou restore Art 370 if elected?

You cannot redo history all the time.
You cannot be frozen intime Although
it is true that Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
was the Home Minister when Article
370was incorporated into the Constitu-
tion and Svama Prasad Mookenee was
part of the Jawaharlal Nehni cabinet,
202415 not 1947, We have to move on.,

"Your stand on UCC?

We are for full gender npghts and equal-
ity not for a dictatorial order from the
top. BS Chauhan-led Law Commission
which the Modi government appointed
gaid in 2018 that the UCC was neither
necessary nor desirable at this stage.

ERJP says vou are proposing (o raise
the 50 % quota cap for Muslims?

This cap for 3C, ST and OBC reserva-
tion was imposed by the SC in the 19382
Indra Sawhney udgment. Then came a
10 % quota for economically weaker sec-
tions. We pmopose a constitutional
amendment to raise the 50 % reserva-
tion cap for 5Cs, STs, OBCs.

uPM has attacked INDIA bloc for
nepolism, appeasement, corruplion?
Ten vears ago, Ashok Chavan and Praful
Patel were alzo corrupt. Now in the BJP
they have become paragons of virtue.

®'Will Rahul and Privanka Gandhi
contest Amethi and Rae Bareli?
Rahul has said he will do what the par-
ty says. The CEC has unammously said
Rahul contesting Amethi and Privanka
Rae Bareli would be good for the party:

B (werall assessment of 2024 poll?
INDIA will get a clear majority. The
Con gress will be the single largest party
like in 24, The question of whowill be
PM was not asked in 2004,

Sunday,
Bhagwat

Rahul said the
“makes a state-

Bhagwat Mamatawants Centre to be

mentthat RS55is not apgamst
reservation.” “It  was
he {(Mohan Bhapwat) who
had made a statement that
he was opposed to reserva-
tion. Those who are against
the reservation {policy) are
joining their party (BJP).
They welcome all those who
are against reservation, and
then he{Bhapwat) sayvs he 1s
not against reservation,”
Gandhi alleged.

Incidentally, in a sharp
attack on the R55, Telan-
gana Chief DMinister A
Revanth Reddy had earlier
gaid thatwhen the organisa-
tion was founded in 1925, it
had decided to announce
the nation as a *Hindu
country” and to scrap the
reservations in 100 vears, Le
by 2025. — PT1

soft on terrorisim, says Nadda

BAHARAMPUR, APRIL 28
BJP president J P Nadda on
Sunday alleged that Tri-
namool Congress supremo
Mamata Banenee desires a
central povernment that is
“soft on termorism”  and
believes in appeasement.
Addressing  back-to-back
rallies i Baharampur m Mur-
shidabad district and

Ranaghat in Nadia district of

West Bengal, Nadda daimed
that the TMC government in
the state helmed by Banerjee
15 known for cormption,
extortion, appeasement, and
discrimination.

“We want a ‘Majboot
Sarkar’ (strong govern-
ment), but Mamata Baner-
jee desires a ‘Majboor
Sarkar’ {weak govern-

ment). She aims for a gov-
ernment in Delhi that con-
dones appeasement, cor-
ruption, diserimination,
and sympathises with ter-
rorists,” he alleged.

“On the contrary, Modi1 ji's
‘Majboot Sarkar believes in
development, prospenty,
national security. and responds
to terronsm with surgical
stnkes,"” Nadda asserted.

Further criticising the
TMC povernment, Nadda
sald, “Mamata Banerjee's
administration fosters
appeasement, discerimina-
tion, and a lenient approach
toward terrorists, extending
sympathy to them."”

He slammed the TMC for
allegedly spreading misin-
formation about the Citizen-

ship (Amendment) Act
(CAA), emphasising thatthe
Art aims to grant citizen-
ship, not revoke it.

“The TMC, for the sake of
vote-bank politics, opposes
the CAA Why do they
oppose granting citzenship
to Hindu, Sikh, and Bud-
dhist refugees? What links
do infiltrators have with the
TMC that they oppose the
CAA? We condemn her pol-
ities of appeasement, which
favours infiltrators and
opposes the CAA" Nadda
alleged. Referring to the
recent school job scam that
caused nearky 26,000 job loss-
es, Nadda accused the THMC
government of mdulging m
rampant comruption and mal-
practice, — PTI

Lovelys resignation exposes cracks in Cong-AAP alliance

SHUBHADEEP CHOUDHURY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28
The resignation of Delhi Con-
gress  president  Arvinder
Lowvely has put the spotlight
on the Congress-AAP coali
tion worked out by the two
parties to contest the seven
Lok Sabha seats in Delhi.
Lovely's exit has come on
the heels of the resignation
of another senior leader,
Rajkumar Chauhan, from
the Congress. While the
Congress and AAP failed to
arrive at an electoral under-
standing in Punjab, the seat
agreement reached by the
two parties in Delhi was pro-
jected as the success story

I !

of the INDIA bloc, the Oppo-
sition alliance cobbled up to
take on the BJP in the gen-
eral elections.

But the two back-to-back
resignations by two senior
leaders of Congress have giv-
en an opportunity to the two
parties’ political opponents
to clamm that the alliance is
doing the parties more harm

EXIT FOLLOWS CHAUHAN'S DEPARTURE
B Delhi Congress president Anvinder Lovely's exit comescloseon

| Chauhan, fromthe Congress

the heelsof the resignation of another senior leader, Rajkurmar

B Whilethe Congress and AP failed to arrive at an electoral under
standing in Punjab, the seatagreement reached by the two par-
ties in Delhi was projected as the sucoess story of the INDIA bloc,
the Oppon alliance cobbled up to take on the BIP in the LS paolls

than good. The political
adversaries claim that more
resignations by Delhi Con-
gress leaders will follow:

In his resignation letter,
Lovely has ated the alliance
with the AAP as the primary
reason for his quitting the
Congress,

Lovely, sources said, want-
ed to contest from the north-

east Delhi seat. Congress,
however, gave the ticket for
the seat to former Jawahar-
lal Nehru University Stu-
dents’ Union president Kan-

harva Kumar
Chauhan, a four-time MLA
from Mangolpurn who

served in the Delhi Cabinet
under Shetla Dikshit three
times, left Congress after the

ticket for the Delhi North
West constituency seat was
given to Udit Raj.

Chauhan's resignation on
April 25 came two days after
a group of Congress work-
ers staged a protest at the
Delhi Congress  office
aFainst Udit Raj's candida-
ture, caling him a “turn-
coat” and an “outsider”
when Haj and the two other
candidates were addressing
the media.

Udit Raj alleged that the
protest was mobilised by
Chauhan. He previously quit
the Congress in 2019 when
the party did not give him a
ticket to contest the Lok Sab-
ha polls, but rejoined the

party for the 2020 Delhi
assembly polls,
Congress has  already

accepted the resipnation let-
ter given by Lovely. Lovely
had earlier also resigned
from the Congress, joined the
BJP and then again returned
to the Conpress.

The Congress 15 contesting
three of the seven Lok Sab-
ha seats in Delhi in alliance
with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which 15 contesting
four seats. Congress has
fielded wouth leader Kan-
haiva Kumar from the north
east, former MP JP Agrawal
from Chandni Chowk,. and
former MP Udit Raj from
north west.
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ERY WORLD CUP

SHANGHAL AFRIL 28

The Indian men's recurve
team comprising Dhiraj
Bommadevara, Tarundeep
Rai and Pravin Jadhav
shocked reigning Olympics
champions South Korea in a
histonc win to land an
Archery World Cup gold
medal after 14 vears,

This trumph over the
archery powerhouse in well
over a decade alsocomes as a
boost to their chances of
securing a berth m  the
upcoming Paris Obmpics.

The 40-vear-old Army man
Tarundeep was also a part of
the gold medal winning team
in the Shanghai World Cup
Stage 4 in 2010, when India
defeated Japan. In a battle
between the top two seeds of
the competition, India won 5-
1 (57-57. 57-05. b5-53)

BRIEFLY

NEW DELHI

Senthilkumar enters

Batch Open squash final
Mational champion Velavan
Senthilkumar brushed aside
Hong Kong's Andes Lingto
enterthe final of the Batch
Open squash tournament in
Paris. Senthilkumar, whois
ranked 58 in the world, won his
semifinal match 11-2, 1141, 11-6
in 22 minutes. The Indian will
face Frenchman Melvil
Scianimanicofor the title.

LAHORE

Pak appoint Kirsten as 0DI,
T201 coach, Gillespie in Tests
The Pakistan Cricket Board
today appointed South African
Gary Kirsten astheir head coach
for ODIs and T20Is, while former
Australian pacer Jason Gilles pie
will take over that role in Test
cricket. Former Pakistan all-
rounder Azhar Mahmood was
appointed as the assstant
coach across the formats.

CHEMNMAIL

AICF exploring options to
host chess World C'ship

The AllIndia Chess Federationis
exploring all options before
taking a call on bidding for the
World Championship match
between India's D Gukesh and
China's Ding Liren. On Saturday,
the international federstion
(FIDE) invited prospective
bidders for the 25-day event,
with July 1 as the last date for
the bid submission.

NEW DELHI

Hima to return to action
after NADA panel’s go-ahead
Star India sprinter Hima Das will
return to action at the Indian
Grand Prix 1 in Bengaluruon
Tuesday after a disciplinary
panelof the National Anti
Doping Agency (MADA) gave the
green signal to her following &
hearing last month. The 24vear-
old Hima was last year
provisionally suspended by the
MADA for three whereabout
failures in 12 months.

MALRID
Alcaraz earns another
comfortable win in Madrid
Two-time defending
champions Carlos Alcaraz
cruised past Thiago Seyboth
Wild in the third round of the
Madrid Open, earning
another comfortable victory
in his return from injury.
Alcaraz won 6-3 6-3.

MANI

Messi scores twice as Inter
Miami beat New England
Lionel Messi's brace led Inter
Miami to a 4-1 victory overthe
Mew England Revolution.
Benjamin Cremaschi and Luis
Suarez scored the other goals
for Miami. With nine goals,
Messi is one goal up on
Cristian Arango forthe MLS
league lead. AGENCIES

TODAY ON TV

IPL
KOLKATAVS DELHI
STAR SPORTS 7:30PM

|SL
MUMBAI V5 GOA
SPORTS18 7:30PM

LALIGA
BARCELONA VS VRLENCIA
SPORT518 12:30AM (TUE)

SPORT

Tarundeep Ftal. I:I-hlraj Bl:urn madevara and Pravin J&dha'l.-' won 51; Deepika Kumari with her silver medal. sa

The recurve mixed team
of Ankita Bhakat and Dhi-
raj trounced Alejandra
Valencia and Matias
Grande of Mexco 6-0(35-31,
J8-a30, 39-37)1to win bronze.

On a comeback trail after
missing  the whole 2023,
Deepika Kumari faltered in
the final humdle to settle for

the silver medal in the
women's recurve individual
section. The former world No.
1, whao started from the bot-
tom after qualifying as the
Jith seed, eliminated Kore-
ans in the quarterfinals and
semifinals. But in the final,
Deepka lost to Hangzhou
Aszian Games champion Lim

Sihveon in straight sets 60
(26-27, 27-29, 2T-28).

Keeping calm

Inthe men'steam final, Tndia
were up against theirnemesis
South Korea, who featured
two members of the Thiovo
Olympies gold medal win-
ning team in Kim Woojin and

India returned with eight
medals = five gold, two silver,
one bronze — from the event

Eim Je Deok. Lee Woo Seok
was the third member,

But the Indian troika dnlled
inthree 10s that incdduded two
s (closer to the centre) and
three 9s to mateh their rivals
in the opening set.

The Koreans shipped twice
into the 8-rin g, while the Indi-
ans shot four perfect 10s,
imcluding three Xs, to take the
gsecond set. Inthe neaxdt set, the
Eoreans manapged just 53 as
the Indians held their nerves
to close out the pame.

“The nerves always kick in
when Korea is in the final.
But now, no one can doubt
our abihty to defeat them,”

RCB show Will towin

Jacks, Kohli power Bengaluru to comfortable victory against Titans

AHMEDABAD, APRIL 28

Will Jacks slammed a sensa-
tional hundred while Virat
Kohli upped his game in the
middle overs as Roval Chal-
lengers Bengaluru outplayed
Gujarat Titans by nine wick-
ets in the IPL here today:

Eohli (70 not out of 44)
whose approach in the mid-
dle overs was questioned in
the previous game, employed
the sweep shot against the
spinners to make a staterment
before Jacks (100 not out off
41) eut loose to pun down the
201-run target with as many
24 balls to spare.

Jacks went berserk in what
turned out be the final over of
the pame, hammering as
many as four sixes and a four
off Rashid Khan to close out
the game much sooner than
expected. The Englishman
plundered as many as 10 six-
es in his breathtaking eftort.

Put in to bat, Shahrukh
Ehan (58 off 30) had made full
use of his promotion in the
batting order while Sa1 Sud-
harsan (84 not out off 49)
staved till the end to puide
Titans to 200¢3. Batting at No.
4, Shahrukh teamed up with
Sudharsan to give Gujarat a
mich needed push after a
tepid start. The duo shared an
g6-run stand off 45 balls.

Will Jacks and Virat Kohli chased down the 201+un target with four overs to spare. 1

RCE came out to bat in the
seorching Ahmedabad heat
with Glenn Maxwell retums-
ing to therr plaving XI froma
“mental and physical health”
break. Titans introduced spin
very early and Kohli was up
to the task. Thereafter, Kohli
did not need to do much as
Jacks put the Titans bowlers

e8lt's really tough to play in such conditions and to win
by 78 runs was a very clinical performance. These
conditions are too hot and humid. | was never even
thinking about the hundred. | was just tryingto make
sure we get to 220%8  Ruturaj Gallkwad, s CATAN AND FYERDE THE MATCH

Indianwomen  Aygenal hang on to beat Spurs Mohun Bagan turntables

easetovictory

SYLHET, APRIL 28
Pacers Renuka Singh and
Pooja Vastrakar shared five
wickets as India produced a
clinical bowling display to
outelass Bangladesh by 44
runs in the opening
women's T20I here today.
Opting to bat, skipper Har-
manpreet Kaur and Yastika
Bhatia provided solidity in
the middle order but India
missed the late flounsh to
manage 145/7. The hosts must

have fancied their chanoes of

chasing down the total but the
Indian bowlers led by Renuka
delivered the goods to lmmit
Bangladesh to 101/8

Brief scores: India: 1457
(Yastika 36, Shafah 31, Har-
manpreet 30; Rabeva 3/23);
Bangladesh: 1018 (Sul-
tana 51; Renuka 3/18, Vas-
trakar 2/25). — PT1

LEVNIMIN, AP RIL 28

Arsenal held on to beat bat-
tling local rivals Tottenham
Hotspur 3-2 away and
remain a point clear at the
top of the Premier League

after an emphatic first-half

display and a nervous sec-
ond penod in an electric der-
by atmosphere. An own goal
by Pierre-Emile Hojbjerg
and efforts from Bukayo
Saka and Kail Havertz put
the Gunners in control at
halftime and although Spurs
foupght back through Cristian
Romero's strike and a Son
Heung-min penalty, the visi-
tors daimed the three points.

Victory kept Mikel Arte-
ta's Gunners ahead of sec-
ond-placed champions Man-
chester City, whose 2-0
victory  over Nottingham
Forest put them within a
point with a game in hand.

Balls needed by Will Jacks to
gofrom 44 to 100. He scored
17 off his first 17 balls before
cutting loose to smash 83 off
24, including four fours and
nine sixes in his last 17 balls

to sword. RCB, who are
enduring another tough sea-
somn, picked up their third win
in 10 games while Titans suf-
fered their sixth loss in 10
matches. The Faf du Plessis-
led team seemed to have
finally found some momen-
tum, having picked up back-
to-back wins. — PTI

said former Commonwealth
Games gold medallist Hahul
Banegee, a member of the
Shanghai 2010 team. “They
have been showing perfect
rhythm rnght from the quali-
fving round and it's definite-
ly cne of the biggest wins in
archery. They will now have
to hold on to this momentum
till Paris.” he added.

S0 far, India have a solitary
Olympics berth earned by
Dhirajin the men's indvid-
ual  section. The final
Olympics qualifying event
15 the Stage 3 World Cup in
June, The two highest-
ranked nations who do not
make the cut from the qual-
ifiers will receive team
berths for Paris from the
World Archery rankings.
India (231 points) are now
third in the world rankings
behind South Korea (340}
and China (241}, — PTI

IPL STANDINGS
T P WL NRR PT
RR 9 8 1 0.69416
KKR 8 5 3 097210
CSK 9 5 4 0.810 10
SRH 9 5 4 0.075 10
LISG 9 5 4 0.059 10
DC 10 5 5 027610
GT 104 6 -1.113 8
PBKS 9 3 6 -0.187 6
MI 9 3 6 -0.261 6
RCE 10 3 7 -0.415 6

*Read under Teams, Mayed, Wins,
Losses, Net Run Rate, Points

BRIEF SCORES

BGT: 200/3 in 20 overs
{Sudharsan 84*,
Shahrukh 58); RCB:
206/1 in 16 overs (Jacks
100*, Kahli 70%)

BCSK:212/3 in 20 overs
(Gaikwad 98, Mitchell 52)
v&ESRH: 134 alloutin
18.5 avers (Markram 32;
Deshpande 4/27)
Saturday's results

BDC: 257/4 in 20 overs
(Fraser-MoGurk 84,
Stubbs 48%) vs MLk 247/9
in 20 overs (Tilak 63,
Hardik 46; Salam 3/34)

B S5G: 196/5in 20 overs
(Rahul 76, Hooda 50;
Sandeep 2/31)vs RR:
195/3 in 19 overs
{Samson 71%, lurel 52%)

&8 Phenomenal! When
Jacks came in to bat, he
couldn't strike the ball
like he wanted to. But we
know how explosive he
can he™ Virat Kohli

Gaikwad, Deshpande guide CSK to 78-run win over SRH

CHENNAL: Skipper Rutura] Gaikwad's belliger-
ent 98 was complemented by a clinical bowk
ing display, led by pacer Tushar Deshpande,
as Chennai Super Kings defeated Sunrisers
Hyderabad by 78 runs in the [PL.

Invited to bat, Gaikwad's valiant 54-ball
knaock was the driving farce that propelled
CSK to an imposing 212/3. He was ably
supported by Daryl Mitchell, who returned
to form with a erucial 32-ball 52 befare
Shivam Dube's 20-ball 39 not out took

CSK pastthe 200 mark.

In response, SREH's ultracautious batting
approach backfired again as they couldn't
recover from Deshpande's three-wicket burst
with the new ball and the middle-overs
squeere to be allout for 134 in 18.5 overs as
CSK snapped their two-game losing streak.

Fallowing the win, CSK moved to the third
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spotwith 10 points. SEH, who are also on 10
paints, slipped to fourth.

Chasing 213 to win, Travis Head {13) and
Abhishek Sharma (15) made rapid starts but

Deshpande got rid ofthe Australian with a

slower wide ball and then remaoved impact
subAnmolpreet Singh with an outswinger as
the batter went for a golden duck. Abhishek
was caught at deep point as Deshpande
broke their back, leaving SRH at 40/3.
Earlier, Gaikwad missed out on a succes

sive hundred by a whisker but his 107-run

AT

Erllng Haalan-l::l {:elel:lrates scoring Man City's second goal. REUTERS

“I think the most important
thing is to not think {about
the title race) especially
these moments, but take it
day by day.” said Erling Haa-
land. who doubled City's
lead after Josko Gvardiol
opened the scoring.

Lverpool are four points
behind City in third spot,
but like Arsenal having
plaved 356 matches. Totten-
ham's defeat hit their
hopes of playing Champi-
ons Leapue football next
season. — Reuters

stand with Mitchell was the cormerstone of
CSK's innings. Itis CSK's 35th 200-plus
total, the most by any side inT20 cricket.
Galkwad was the star of the CSK batting as
hie hit 10 fours and three sixes in hisinnings
The 27vyearold Gaikwad brought up his 17th
IPL half-century off just 27 deliveries. rFm
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Recurve team shocks Olymplcs champs Koreatobaggold Maheshwari misses

skeet gold but seals
Olympics berth

@®

| am thrilled.
There has been
a lot of hard
work over the
years to get
here. | am a bit
bummed about
the shoot-off,
but overall, it
has been very
satisfying.
Maheshwari Chauhan

Mahes hwari Chauhan won silver after losing a shoot-off. reuTers

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28
Maheshwari Chauhan today
sealed India’s 21st quota
place in shooting forthe Paris
Olympics by winning the sil-
ver medal in the women's
skeet event on the conclud-
mg day of the final Olympics
qualification championship
for shotgun in Doha.
Maheshwari, competing in
her maiden ISSF final, lost 3-
4to Chile's Francisea Crovet-
to Chadid in a shoot-off for
gold after both were tied at 54
hits in the 60-shot final. It is
India’'s second Paris quota
plice in women's skeet. “1
am thnlled. There has been a
Iot of hard work over the
vears to et here, I am a bit
bummed about the shoot-off,
but overall, it has been very
satisfying."” said Maheshwari,
The day began with the
Indian on top of the qualifica-
tion pile, but a final round
geore of 23 meant she would
qualify for the six-shooter
final in fourth position. Her
tally of 121, however, did pive
her the new national recornd.
Given Chadid had already

secured a quota place in eardi-
er competitions and China's
Jiang Yiting, the sixth quali-
fier, was ineligible as her
nation had already exhaust-
ed their quotas in the event,
Maheshwart's fight was with
three others — Kazakhstan's
Assemn Oryvbay, Azerbaijan’s
Rigina Meftakhetdinova
and Sweden's top qualifier
Vietoria Larsson.

At the first elimination
stage (after 20 shots) the
Indian was in second place
behind Chadid, having
missed two targets,

Orynbay was the first to bow
out, and the Indian's quota
was oonfirmed after Rigina
exated next. Vietoria claimed
the other available quota.

That probably calmed the
nerves as Maheshwari got
stronger as the final pro-
gressed . catching up with the
leader after 50 shots.
Maheshwari then had three
chances to win gold, but it
was not to be and she missed
her double entrely m the
third shoot-off mound tohand
Chadid the gold. — PTI

Women's team enters
quarters with 2nd win

| THOMAS & UBER CUP |

CHENGDU (CHINAJ, APRIL 28
[sharani Baruah and
Anmol Eharb shone bright
a8 the Indian women's
team entered the quarterfi-
nals of the Uber Cup bad-
minton tournament with a
lopsided 4-1 win over Sin-
gapore in the second tie of
Group A here today.

India, who had defeated
Canada 4-1 in the opening tie,
produced another fine show
as they recovered from the
opening mateh loss of Ashmi-
ta Chaliha and went on towin
the rest of the contests with
edse to come up trumps.

China blanked Canada 3-0
in another Group A match
and the result was enough
for both India and their
Asian neighbours to seal the
quarterfinals spots. The two
teams will clash on Tuesday
in their final group match to
decide the top spot.

The 53rd-ranked Chaliha
found the pgoing tough
against world No. 18 Yeo Jia
Min, losing 1521 1821

on Odisha, enter ISL final

KD LEATA, APRIL 28

Mohun Bagan kept them-
sehves in the hunt for an
unprecedented double in
the ISL by storming into the
final with a 3-2 aggregate
win over Odisha FC.

Having lost the first leg of
the  semifinal 1-2  at
Bhubaneswar, Mohun Bagan
began on a4 dominant note
and struck through Jason
Cummings i the 22nd
minute to bring it level for the
Mariners on aggregate.

After a flurry of attacks
went begging thankstoares-
olute display by Amrinder
singh under the bar, Mohun
Bagan finally struck the win-
ning goal through comeback
man Sahal Abdul Samad
who came off the bench to
strike from Manvir Singh's

M{:hun Bagan beat Odisha FC
3-2 on aggregate. Fm

assist in the 90+ 3rd mmute,
The wvictory came two
weeks after Mohun Bagan
won ther maiden League
Winners Shield. — PT1

National champions Priva
EKonjengbam and Shruti
Mishra, ranked 67, then
brought India back with a
21-15 21-16 win over Xiao En
Heng and Jin Yu Jia.

[sharmani ranked 83md, dou-
bled India's lead by claiming
a 21-13 21-16 wimn over Insyi-
rah Khan. The 64th-ranked
pair of Simran Smghi and
Ritika Thakerwon 21-3 21-11
apainst Y1 Ting Elsa Lai and
Zan Michelle . Anmaol, ranked
208th, then sealed the tie
with a 21-156 21-13 win over
Lee Xin Megan.

“It was a very important
match. So there was a bt of
pressure but in a good way.
We were not very confident
during our first tie but
today we were more confi-
dent.” said Shruti.

India have reached the
semifinals of the Uber Cup
in 1957, 2014 and 20186,

In the men's section,
defending champions India
will face England tomor-
row. India had defeated
Thailand 4-1 in the opening
Group C tie. — PTI

Dikshafires71,
finishes T-24

GOLF ROUNDUP

CAPE TOWN, APRIL 28

Diksha Dagar played a
steady final round of 1-
under 71 and finished tied-
24th at the South African
Women's Open. The 23-
year-old southpaw has
missed just one cut in six
starts, finishing inthe top-25
in the remaining six events.

Aditi lies T-50th

Los Angeles: Aditi Ashok
closed with a double bogey
and a bogey on the final two
holes of her third round and
slipped to T-50 at the LPGA
Tour's LA Championship.

Lahiri T-14 in Liv Golf
Adelaide: Anmirban Lahirn
shot a 5-under 67 and fin-
1shed T-14 1n the Liv Golf
Adelaide. — PTI
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CDS eyes high-tech arms, system

BACK PAGE

from France to boost military power

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
Gen Anil Chauhan during his
recent vigit to France soupght
enhanced exchange of high-
end dual-use — military and
civilian — technologies.

This came up durnng the
deliberations at  France's
Directorate General of Arma-
ment, the Ministry of Defence
gaid today, adding that the vis-
it of the CDS has culminated.

The CDS also had interac-
tions with the top leadership
of the French defence indus-
trvv, inchiding Dassault,
safranand Naval Groups and
Thales Alenia Space, towards

futunstic capacity building of

the Indian armed forees.

Dassault is the maker of

Rafale fighter jets, Safran is
already making helicopter

engines in collaboration with
Hindustan Aeronautics Lim-
ted and Naval Group is mak-
mg the Scorpene class of sub-
marines in collaboration with

MEETS TOP EXECUTIVES
OF DEFENCE MAJORS

® \With a view to building futuristic

capabilities of the Indian anmed
forees, CDS Gen Anil Chauhan
interacted with top executies
of several French defence
rrigjars, including Dassault Avisr
tion, Safran and Naval Group,
during his recent visitto France

B Can Chauhan aso held wide-

ranging talkswith senior civil
and military leadership of France
on waysto bolster the military
oooperation betweenthe anmed
forces of the two countries

<< COSGen AnilChauhan with French
| countemparnt Gen Thiemy Burkhandt. e

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders
Limited at Mumbai.

The MoD said the mnterac-
tion between the CDS and the
French military leadership

SC puts Centre, Punjab, Haryana,
PAU onnotice over MSP petition

E-.ma Pmmsn
NEWDELHI, AFRIL 28
The Supreme Court has
1ssued notices to the Central,
Punjab and Harvana govern-
ments on a petition seeking
minimum  support  price
(MSP) and procurement by
the government, including
penodic increases in MSE for
every crop grown by farmers.
A Bench led by Justice
Abhay 50ka on April 26 asked

the Centre, povernments of

Punjab and Harvana, Central
Pollution Control Board, Pun-
jab  Apnculture University,
Central Ground Water Board,
Indian Council of Agncultural
Research (ICAR) and Indian
Agriculture Research Institute
(IARI) to respond to the peti-
tion filed by advocate Charan-
pal Singh Bagriand posted the
matter for heanng on July 12
In his petition filed in 2019,
Bagri has also sought a direc-
tion to the authorities “to pro-
vide new altemative crops as
per the quality of soil, land or
geopraphical  location to
replace paddy by foang MSP
of new crops higher than that
of paddy because 1t depletes
underground water which
may lead to‘land subsidence’

and pollution at the time of

buming of paddy residue.”
He said farmers of Punjab
and Harvana were forced to
grow wheat and paddy as
these two crops have MSP
and are procured by the gov-

FEI'I'HDHEH SEEI'.'S MSF FﬂH ALL {:HﬂFS

BThe petitioner has snught adirection to the authorities “to
provide new alternative crops to replace paddy by fixing MSP
of new crops higher than that of paddy

BThe petition also seeks guidance, financial assistance to
farmers, localitywise for producing crops according to
settled principles by fixing MSP of each crop

ernment, despite the fact that
this farmin g pattern has creat-
ed threetold problems — fast
depletion of underground
water, pollution due to stubble
burning and financial burden
on thestateon account of stor-
Ing excess paddy:

The petitioner demanded
crop diversification by pro-
viding alternative crops to
replace paddy by providing
higher MSP to new crops as a
solution to the current agri
cultural problems in Punjab
and Harvana., Agricultural
universities should intro-
duce new varieties of seed for
pulses and other crops,
imported from foreign coun-
tries, he said, adding that the
government should promote
organic farming.

Govtpanelvisits Bdesh
to strengthen relations

NEW DELHI, APRIL 28
A Central Governmentdelega
tion has embarked on a three-
dayvisit toBanpladesh, begin-
ning Sunday, to further
enhance the bilateral ties.
Thevisit, initiated at the invi-
tation of the Bangladesh Min-
istry of Public Administration,
will primarily focus on mid-
career capacity-bulding piro-
prammes in the field admnis-
tration for Banpladesh awvil
servants, stated the Personne

Mirustry on Sunday,

WV Srimivas, Secretary of the
Department of Administrative
Reforms and Public Griev-
ances, will lead a fourmember
delegation to Bangladesh from
April 28-30, for bil ateral discus-

zsions regamling the renewal of

the Mol between the N ational
Centre for Good Govemance
India and Bangladesh Min-
1stry of Public Administration
for the period 2024-2029." the
statement said. — TNS

Bagriwanted the top court to
direct the govemment and its
apencies o assess the require-
ment of agncultural produces
Le. wheat, millets, pulses, nee,
maze, sugarcane, vegetables,
proundnuts, sunflower, mus-
tarmd seeds, turmenc, legume,
ootton, jute ete., for consump-
tion of atzens of our country,
inchiding export and notify
specific areas district or block
wise a8 per geographical indi-
cation, natural resources hke
water, soil, ete. It would lead to
reduction in import storage
oost, he submitted.

The petition also sought
guidance, financial assistance
to the fammers, localty-wise
for produdang erops according
to settled pnnoiples by foong
MSP of each crop.

has enabled exchangeof views
on areas of commaon interests
and mutual secunty concems.
The CDS met Director of Civl
and Miltary Cabinet of the

Minaster of the French Armed
Forces Patrick Paillows, Chief
of Military Cabinet of the Min-
ister of the Armed Forces 1t
Gen Vincent Giraud and his
French counterpart General
Thierry Burkhard.

General Chauhan also met
the French Land Forees Com-
mand, the French Space Com-
mand, and the School of Mili-
tary Studies (Ecole Militaire),
These interactions provided
opportunities for enhancng
defencecollabomation in space,
modernisation nitiatoves and
also  aupmenting lateral
trining between both nations.

The CDS also paid tributes
at the War Memorials of
Neuve-Chapelle and Villers-
Guislain, to the bravery of sol-
diers of the British Indian
Army that fought on the West-
ern Front during the Fiorst
World War (1914-18),

SCto hear Bengal's
against CBI probe today

NEWDELHI APRIL 28
The Supreme Court 15 slated
to hear on Monday the plea
filed by the West Bengal Gov-
emment challenping the
court-monitored CBI probe
into land prabbing and extor-
tion cases in Sandeshkhali,
In an order passed in the
second week of April, the
Caleutta High Court directed
the CBI to commence its
probe in the matter after cre-
ating a special investigation

SANDESHKHALI CASES

team (SIT) for that purpose.
A Divisicn Bench asked the
mvestigative agency to sub-
mit a detailed report to the
HC following which the latter
would decide on the next
oourse of action. It directed
the CEI to open a separate
portal and email through
which the victims in
Sandeshkhalh can register
their complants. —IANS

EE NG, APRIL 28

Days after he cancelled his
planned tnp to India and
meeting with Prime Minister
Narendrma Modi, Tesla CEO
Elon Musk on Sunday landed
in Beming to discuss future
expansion plans for his auto-
maobile business,

Musk met Chinese Pre-
mier Li Giang and other offi-
cials to discuss lifting all
restrictions on moving and
parking of Tesla vehicles in
some sensitive areas in the
country over fears of breach
of sensitive and strategic
data, official media reported.

A recent report said Tesla
car drivers in China are
reportedly facing entry bans
in government-affiliated
buildings as security con-
cerns with the US increase,

An increasing number of

meeting halls and exhibition
centres acmss the country are
refusing entry to Tesla vehi-
cles, according to a report pub-
lished by Nikkei Asia, The
report stated that previous
restrictions for the vehides
were generlly limited just to
military bases, but now a
growing number of highway
operators, local authority
agencies, and cultural centres
are reportedly enforeing them.

Musk arnved in Beijing on

Sunday at the invitation of

the China Council for the
Promotion of International
Trade Automobile company
as Tesla has been in negotia-
tion with the Chinese
authorities about the hfting
of all restrictions, the state-
run China Daily reported.
The restrictions included
moving and parking in some

8 fresh forest fires in U'khand,
[AF assists in ﬁreﬁghtlng ops

DEHRADUN, APRIL2H

The firefighting operation in
Uttarakhand's forests with
the help of an Indian Air Fhree
(IAF) helicopter continued for
the second day on Sunday
with the blaze bemg brought
under control in several areas,
officals sad.

The state reported eght fresh
forest fires in the last 24 hours,
putting 11.75 hectares, com-
pared to the 23 such inadents
damaging 34.17 hectaresfrom
Friday everning to Saturday
evening, the forest department
gaid inits daily bulletin.

Since November 1, 2023,
Uttamkhand has so far recond-
ed 606 forest fires in which
730815 hectares of forest land
were futted, the bulletin said.

No majaor fire broke out in the
forests over the past 24 hours,
Eumaon's Chief Conservator
of Frest Prmsanna Eumar
Patm sad. In the Kumaon
region , fires are mping attwo to
three places in Nainital district
and at one placeeach in Cham-

el ™

A firefighter attempts to control the fire in a forest in Nainital. asa

pawat, Almora Pithoragarh
and Bageshwar, Patro said.

The forest blaze in Nainital
and adioining areasis gradual-
by being brought under contml
afterthedeployment ofthe LAF
hebeopter, CM Pushkar Singh
Dhami said. — PTI

Alenabled drones toinspectIAF jetengines

Vijay MoHAN

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 28

The Indian Ar Force (IAF) 15
developing an artificial mtel-
ligence-based drone system
to carry out inspection of air-
craft enpgines that would
replace the conventional
manual methods of camrving
out such checks.

The system would consist
of high-resolution cameras
mounted on a mini- or
micro-drone, imagng soft-
ware and machine learning
algorithms to detect, identi-

 MAKING USE OF TECH

Apart from combat, surselk
lanceand intelligence gathr
ering, the IAF is introducing
various typesof drones for
autormatingother routine asks

fy and classify defects like
cracks, corrosion, dents, dis-
tortion and damage on
external and, to some extent,
internal components.
Arcording to IAF officers,
the present procedures of
aero-engine inspection 1s
labour intensive, time con-

suming and prone to error.
The new system, being
developed under the aegis
of the Mantenance Com-
mand, seeks to overcome
the drawbacks of the exist-
ing methods. The drone will
be used for foced-wing aireraft
as well as helicopters. Air

intake ducts, exhaust norzles,
engine hubs, turbine blades,
propellers and rotors are
among components that can
be inspected by the drone.

Inspection of aem engines
15 a critical aspect of flight
gafety and reliability of an air-
craft. Besides enpines being
reatinely  checked both
before and after a flight, the
[AF has a structured pro-
pramme for carrving out
mspection and overhaul
depending upon the penodic-
ity, flight hours or complaints
of malfunction.

Change ot heart — India gives Karachi teen new lease ot lite

Avesha Rashan. r/m

KARACHI CHENNAL APRIL2E

The heartwarming story of a
19-vearald Pakistand gid get-
ting a new lease of life after a
successful heart transplant in
India highlights how borders
can be eased for humanitanan
purposes and the challenges
faced by heart patients in the
neighbounng country.

Avesha Rashan from Kamachi
underwent a heart transplant
surgery at MGM Healtheare,
Chennal, Aftera suitablebrain-
dead donor was available she
underwent camdiac transplan-

TRUST, GENEROUS PATIENTS PITCH IN

&4 The higgest challenge was there was no money.

The condition required $30-40 lakh for treatment...
we had to raise the money through a trust, our own
resources and generous patients. DrkR Balkrshnan

tation on January 31, 2004, Fol-
lowing procedures, shewasdis-
charged this month.

Dr KR Balakrishnan, Chair-
man, Cardiac Sciences Direc-
tor, Institute of Heart and
Lung Transplant and
Mechanieal Circulatory Sup-

port, said Avesha first came
tothem in 2019 when she was
14 yvears old with severe heart
failure and a very poorly
functioning heart.

“She became very sick and
had a cardiac arrest and had o
be resuscitated with CPR and

put on amachine called ECMOD
to sustain circulation then we
put in an artificaal heart pump
that time and eventually she
recovered and went back to
her country” he said.

“Over the next couple of
vears, she became sick
again because one of her
valves started leaking... and
she developed severe fail-
ure on the right side of the
heart and developed an
infection and it became
very difficult to treat her in
that country,” he added.

Balakrishnan said petting a

visa for her was verydifficult.
“Her mother is a single moth-
er, they had no money or
resources, We had to take care
of the entire expenses inchid-
i g repeated hospitalisation,”
Dr Balaknshnan said.
Avesha underwent surgery
with the support of Aishwarya
Trust, a Chennai-based NGO,
and other transplant patients’
contrbutions. The transplant
was done after getting a donor
organ from a brain-dead elder-
v man from Defhi. —PTI
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s Alter cancelling India trip,
Musk lands in Chinaforbiz
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Tesla CEO Elon Musk meets Chinese Premier L Qiang in Beijing. Reuters

RAISES BAN ON TESLA IN SENSITIVE AREAS WITH LI

B Tesla CEO Elon Musk met Chinese Premier LI Qlang in Beljing
on Sunday to discuss liting all restrictions on Tesla vehicles in
some sensitive areas in the country over fears of breach of
sensitive and strategic data, media reported

B Musk, who had recently skipped a scheduled visit to India to
firm up plans to open a Tesla factory in the country, is visiting
Beijing when his Tesla market in China s threatened by the

increasing sales of local EVs

sensitive areas inthe country,
as Tesla's electric vehicles, or
EVs, passed an authoritative
national data inspection in
China, the daily quoted offi-
c1dl sources as saving.

Musk wisited to discuss
topics inchluding removing
restrictions on Tesla EVs in
some sensitive areas, such as
government agencies, as
well as launching the vehi-
cles” full self-drrving func-
tions in the country, it said.

Musk made the visit main-
Iv because of the data issue
and not there for the onpoing
Atito China show in Beijing,
as has been reported, it saud.

In his meeting with Musk,
Li said China's huge market
would always be open to for-

eign-funded enterprises.
China will work hard on
expanding market access
and improving services to
provide foreign-funded
enterprises with a better
business environment and
stronger support so  that
companies from all coun-
tries can invest in China
with peace of mind, he said.
Mu sk said Tesla's Shangha
Gigafactory is Tesla's best-
performing factory and
expressed his willingness to
deepen cooperation with Chi-
na to achieve more win-win
results, offical media report-
ed. Musk is expected tomeet
senior Chinese officials at the
State Counal and “old
fnends” in Beijing. — PT1

Actor held in Mahadev app
case, sent to police custody

MUMEATL APRIL28

A Mumba court on Sunday
remanded actor Sahil EKhan,
who has been amrested in con-
nection with the Mahadev bet-
ting app case, in the police cus-
tody tall May 1.

EKhanwas apprehended from
Jagdalpur i Chhattisgarh on
Saturday after the Bombay
High Court mejected hus pre-
arrest bail plea. Khan was
brought to Mumba, placed
under arrest and produced ina
ragistrate court in Dadar:

The Mumbai cvber cell’s
SIT sought his remand say-
ing he was not cooperating
m the investigation. The
police said it had recovered
more than 2000 SIM cards
and had detailsof 1,700 bank
accounts, all of which need-
ed verification,

His advocate Mujahid Ansan
fold the court Khan was coop-
erating with the mvestigation
and had submitted documents
as well bank statements.

The actor, known for filims
likee "Stvle and Fxreuse Me'and

Actor Sahil Hhan after his arest
in Mumhbai on Sunday. Fm

who has now become a fitness
expert, 15 the second person to
be arrested by Mumbal police
in the bethng app case.

The Mumbai cvber cells
SIT has been probing alleped
illegal transactions between
some finanaal and real estate
finms in Maharashtra and the
promoters of the Mahadev
betting app. The sze of the
scam 1sabout Rs 15,000 crore,
as per the first information
report (FIR) registered at
Matunga police station in
Mumbai. —PTI
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