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A fiery 41-ball century by Will

70 runs help RCB defeat Gujarat

spare in 45th encounter of IPL

Sex harassment
case on Gowda’s :
son, grandson

\wr:hrmm (47) Sunday lod-
[ \ged a police complaint

against ex-PM HD Deve
Gowda’s son HD Revanna
and grandson Prajwal Re-
vanna, accusing them of
sexually harassing her and
herdaughter when they wor-
ked in the household earlier:
The case was handed to the
SIT set up to probe the obsce-
ne videos allegedly implica-
ting Prajwal who, according
toreports, has left India. P9

Drugs worth 3600cr
seized from Pak boat

Pakistani boat with Bekg

of heroin worth Rs 800
crore was seized off the Guja-
rat coast and its crew of 14
from the neighbouring co-
untry arrested. Indian Coast
Guard along with Gujarat
ATSand NCBmade theseizu-
re after intercepting the boat
earlyon April 26.P7

Cop dies in Pragati
tunnel accident

DelhiPolice SIdied Satur-

day night when his scoo-
ter lost balance after colli-
ding with a median barrica-
de in Pragati Maidan tunnel.
He was heading towards [P
Extension from India Gate.
Police are probing the cause
of theaccidentasanautowas
seen inthe CCTV footage. P4

\t:tﬂr Sahil Khan was ar-
rested on Sunday in con-
nection with his alleged role
in the Rs 15,000-cr Mahadev
betting app case. Khan (30)
was produced in a Mumbai
court and was sent to police
custody till May 1. An SIT had
nabbed him from a Chhattis-
garh hotel on Saturday P8
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Over 200 protesters were arrested Saturday at
ET TR R TE G T 2 i Northeastern University, Arizona State University,
Indiana University & Washington University in
N R GO S n ol St. Louis as colleges across the US struggled

to quell growing pro-Palestinian demos

Pakistan’s foreign minister Ishag Dar has
been appointed the country’s deputy PM.
Dar, 73, a CA and a veteran politician,

belongs to PM Shehbaz Sharif's Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz party

‘Not polarising to show Cong

‘Will Do All We
Can To Make
UCC A Reality’

Times NeEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Taking head-on
theeriticism that he has tried
to promote polarisation thro-
ugh his campaign speeches,
PM Narendra Modi asserted,
“Toshow that Congress viola-

. ted the Constitution by enac-

ting laws to provide reserva-
tions on the basis of religion
isnot polarisation.”

In an exclusive interview
with TOI after the second ro-
und of polls, Modi stood by
his statement that his prede-
cessor Manmohan Singh had
said Muslims had first claim
on the nation’s resources.

¥ 101 EXCLUSIVE

FULL INTERVIEW: P 10 & 11

'brought religion-based quota’

11 years, of cases being

| am optimistic that this
(Kejriwal continuing as
CM from jail) will
not become a
precedent. I feel
other politicians
won't be so .
lacking in morals .
andwillnotgo
to this extent f _

» In K'taka, PM slams Cong's
appeasement politics, P9

Only a small fraction of
agencies’ cases is related
to political figures. Of

corruption cases probed by ED,
only 3% have been related
to politicians. Over the last

investigated by CBI, only
1-1.5% involved politicians.

> RSS backed quota since
the beginning: Bhagwat, P 9

Our Constitution protects property
of all minorities... when Congress

talks of redistribution, it cannot

touch the properties of minorities...
but will eye properties of all other
. communities. This will sow

complete and irreversible
= g communal disharmony

Wealth tax & inheritance
tax are dangerous problems

disguised as solutions.
Would you work
day and night
if govt takes
away your
money in the
name of
redistribution?

» Inheritance tax not in
Cong manifesto: PC,P 9

Modi declared that he was
determined to fulfil BJP’s
commitment to implement a
Uniform Civil Code, “It is cle-
ar that separate laws for com-
munities are detrimental to
the health of society. We can-
not be a nation where one
community is progressing
with the support of the Cons-
titution while another com-
munity is stuck in a time
warpdue to appeasement. We
will do everything in our ca-
pacity to make UCC a reality
in India,” he said, while also
renewing his vow to move for-
ward on his ‘'one nation-one
election’ plan.

Modi expressed confiden-
ce of getting a third straight

term, and said he was stri-

ving for a 400-plus tally to foil
the “evil designs of opposi-
tion parties to take away re-
servations and rights of SCs/
STs and OBCs and give them
totheir vote bank”.

The PM came down hard
onthe pushforredistribution
of wealth through measures
such as inheritance tax. “Ido
not think they are solutions
by any stretch of imagina-
tion. These are actually dang-
erous problems disguised as
solutions. Would vou work
day and night if govt takes
away vour money at the end
in the name of redistribu-
tion?"” he asked, adding these
ideas would “kill” the start-
up revolution and were mere-
ly a way to please “the opposi-

tion's vote bank”.

He further said these ide-
ascarriedtheriskof creating
“complete and irrveversible
communal disharmony™.

“Our Constitution pro-
tects the property of all mino-
rities. This means that when
Congress talks of redistribu-
tion, it cannot touch the pro-
perties of minorities, it can-
not consider waqgf properties
for distribution, but it will
eye the properties of other
communities,” he added.

Modidubbed Rahul Gand-
hi's proposal toconduct a sur-
vey to estimate people's as-
sets “Maoist thinking and
ideology” and a “recipe for
disaster” which would lead to
“raiding every home”.

Asked about the opposi-
tion’s charge that he would
change the Constitution in
case he got a super mandate,
Modi said, “It is ironic that
the people who have changed
the Constitution the maxi-
mum number of times are sa-
ving we will change the Cons-
titution. But before asking
such a question, vou should
analyse my track record.”

On foreign policy, he was
unfazed about India being se-
en as disregarding the “rules
of the international order” to
pursue its national interests.
“Should not the goal of ourfo-
reign policy beto advanceour
national interests? Our app-
roach to foreign policy is ‘'na-
tionfirst’,” hesaid.

Indian men's recurve team of Dhiraj
Bommadevara, Tarundeep Rai & Pravi
Jadhav shocks Oly champions S Korea

in a historic win to land an archery
World Cup gold medal after 14 yrs

he Polls, And Nation Love]y qmts as Delhl

Cong chief, criticises

- AAP pact,

Clarifies That
He’s Not Joining
Any Other Party

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With less than a
month to go for voting in the
capital, Delhi Congress chief
Arvinder Singh Lovely quit
his post Sunday; citing the pa-
rtv’s alliance with AAP in the
city, the high command’s cho-
ices of Lok Sabha candidates
Kanhaiva Kumar and Udit
Raj, and not getting freedom
to elect party functionaries
according to his preferences.
Claiming that he wasn't

joining any other political

party, Lovely said his resigna-
tion reflected the pain of
Congress workers as the “ide-

als they had been fighting for

poll picks

GONE AGAIN

» All steps taken by
Delhi Cong netas

vetoed by Deepak
Babaria, AICC's cit
in-charge, says Lovely

» Pulls up Cong’s NE Delhi
candidate Kanhaiya Kumar
for praising Arvind Kejriwal

> In 2017, Lovely quit Cong
for 1st time & joined BJP, but
later returned to Cong in '18

FULL COVERAGE F2

during the last seven-eight
yvears” were being compromi-
sed due to the tie-up. “We are
fighting polls together, but ne-
ver did Congress workers say
we were giving a clean chit to
them (AAP) or giving them
credit for building schools
and hospitals, which is far
from the reality,” Lovely said.

»'‘Overruled unit', P 2

Moy campaign song, FC
tells AAP; party claims ‘ban’

New Delhi: EC has asked
AAP to modify and change
the contents of its campaign
song, saying it violates seve-
ral of its guidelines.

AAP minister Atishi, ho-
wever, claimed on Sunday
that EC had “banned™ the
song, alleging it had become
“BJP’'spolitical weapon”.

In a letter dated April 27,
EC returned AAP’s applica-
tion for certification of the
two-minute video advertise-
ment, stating the phrase
“Jail ke jawaab me hum vote

denge”, accompanied by vi-

suals of an aggressive mob
holding a photo of chief mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal be-
hind bars, “casts aspersions

DANCE of DEMOCRACY

> Shah says polls between
camp that ordered firing on
‘Ram bhakts' and one which
got Mandir built. Also asserts
BJP won't revoke quotas

» Rahul slams BID, BJP at
Odisha rally, says they have
one ‘shared goal', to benefit
select few corporates

» Repolling ordered at six
stations in Outer Manipur on
April 30 amid reports of EVM

|damagE, malfunctioning

on the judiciary” and was,
therefore, in violation of the
guidelines.

»Campaign clip,P 3

+ discussed futu-
: e expansion

Days after putting
off trip to India,
Musk visits China,
meets Premier Li

( )n a surprise visit to Be-
fjing amid speculation
that he may unveil Tesla's au-
tonomous driving technolo-
oy in the EV market in China,
Elon Musk Sunday met Chl
nese Premier
Li Qiang and

plans. His Chi-
na trip comes a
week after his
visit to India was postponed

. dueto“Teslaobligations”. He

was scheduled to meet PM
Modi and announce plans to

i enter the Indian market.

Li told Musk China's hu-
gemarket willalwaysbeopen
to foreign-funded enterpri-
ses. Musk said Tesla’s Shang-
hai Gigafactory is the compa-
ny's best-performing one &
showed his willingness to de-
epenties with China for more
win-win results. acencies

> Makes a pitch, P 13

Village guard shot
dead in Manipur

day after two CRPF men
I\ were killed in Manipur, a
tribal village guard was shot

: dead by unidentified gunmen

in a post-midnight attack in
Kangpokpi Sunday The 44-

year-old deceased, Lammang

Kipgen, was a father of five,
Three others were hurt. P7

Village defence
guard killed in J&K

A village defence guard at-
tached to security forces

. combing a forested area for

suspected Pakistani terro-
rists was fatally shot during
a gunfight at Basantgarh in
J&K's Udhampur on Sun-

day. The deceased was Mohd

sharief (48). P7
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With Less Than A Month To Go For Voting In Delhi, Lovely’s Resignation As State Cong Chief Casts Shadow On Alliance With AAP

Abhinav.Rajput
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Hours after an-
nouncing his decision to re-
sign as Congress’s Delhi unit
chief, Arvinder Singh Lovely
on Sunday said he had only
quit his post and wasn't joi-
ningany otherpolitical party.
His clarification came af-
ter former Congress MLA
Asif Mohammad Khan clai-
med that BJP would field Lo-
vely from East Delhi constitu-
ency, replacing Harsh Mal-
hotra. “I have only resigned
as Delhi Congress chief, and 1
am not joining any political
party,” Lovely said at a press
conference at his residence.
Lovely stated that his re-
signation reflected the pain

re saddened by the fact that
the “ideals they had been
fighting for during the last se-
ven to eight vears” were be-
ing compromised. “We are
fighting the elections toget-
her, but never did Congress
workers say that we are gi-
ving aclean chittothem or gi-
ving them credit for building
schools and hospitals, which
iIsfarfromthereality,” Lovely
said, referring to the party's
tie-up with AAP in Delhi for
the Lok Sabha polls,

“Those whoaresayingthat
I have resigned out of anger
over ticket distribution, it is
not like that. You all know that
I introduced the candidates by
holding a press conference
threedays ago,” Lovely said.

Earlier in the day, AAP
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Arvinder Singh Lovely (centre) dismissed claims that he had guit

because of being denied a ticket for the Lok Sabha elections

radwaj asked in a post in Hin-
di on X, without naming any-
one, if BJP was changing its

estioned about Bharadwaj's
post and whether it hinted at
him joining BJP, Lovely said:

Quitting Of Post Reflects Cong Workers'’
Pain, Not Jommg Any Other Party: Lovely

wishes, I think he takes deci-
sions on behalf of all other
parties.  have just clarified to
you that I resigned from the
post of Delhi Pradesh Cong-
ress Committee president.”

Meanwhile, several Cong-
ress functionaries, including
former MP Sandeep Dikshit,
former minister Raj Kumar
Chauhan, Naseeb Singh, Nee-
raj Basova, Surender Sharma
and Laxman Rawat, went to
meet Lovely at his residence.
Sources in Congress said the
visits and Lovely commen-
ting on the same was also a
show of strength by him. “Cle-
arly, there are two Congress
factionsintheDelhiunitright
now, one preferred by the high
command and the other of Lo-
vely" asource said.

te unit president and a Cong-
ress worker, Lovely “has per-
sonal pain... His pain is that we
are struggling to bring back
our old reputation in Delhi”,
He added: “It's a crown of
thorns, Despite this, he wor-
ked hard in the last 68
months and built the party..
Evervone felt that Congress
is slowly awakening...”
However, party tunctiona-
rv Abhishek Dutt said, “Tread
his (Lovely's) letter, and it is
really disheartening to see
that such a senior member,
who was provided everything
by Congress, is resigning 20
days before the elections. This
shows that he declined the sy-
stem of the party In his letter,
he wrote that he was against
the alliance, but then why was

of Congress workers who we-

Why latest episode is a blow to an allianc

functionary Saurabh

Bha-

candidate for East Delhi. Qu-

“Thanks for

Bharadwaj's

necessitated by arithmetic, not chemistry

Abhinav.Rajput@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Arvinder Singh Lovely's
resignation from the post of Cong-
ress’s Delhi unit chief hascomeasa
jolt for INDIA bloc with the capital
set to cast its vote for Lok Sabha elec-
tions in less than a month.

The alliance in Delhi is already
behind the starting line with Cong-
ress having delayed the announce-
ment of its candidates. A lack of pro-
per framework for a joint campaign,
coupled with AAP’s top functionari-
es being in jail, has added to its woes.

In his letter tendering his resig-
nation, Lovely stated that he was aga-
inst forming an alliance with AAP
However, a source from INDIA bloc
said that the alliance had been neces-
sitated not by chemistry but arithme-
tie, indicating that based on the past
trends, contesting the election alone
was akin to giving a walkoverto BJE

Senior Congress functionaries, ci-
ting the numbers from both 2014 and
2019 elections, argued that AAP and
Congress fighting separately only ma-
de the task easier for BJP In 2014 polls,
BJP secured 46.4% of the vote, while
AAP received 32.9%, and Congress
15.1%. The 2019 polls saw BJP leaving
little room for AAP and Congress, se-
curing 56% of the vote, with Congress
at 23% and AAP 18%. BJP won all the
seven seats in both the elections.

Lovely himself contested the last
Lok Sabha polls from East Delhi, in
which he secured 24.2% votes, losing
to BJP's Gautam Gambhir who secu-
red a55.4% share.

A Congress functionary said: “Lo-
vely is suggesting that we should ha-
ve contested alone. We acknowledge
our bitter past, but what's the point of
making the polls a foregone conclu-
sion? If we come together, then we
certainly have a chance, assuming
there is close to perfect vote transfer.”

Sources in the party said Lovely
and former MP Sandeep Dikshit we-
re hoping for a ticket from North

We had discussions over his

resignation (Arvinder Singh
Lovely). He is pained due to
the events that have
unfolded in the last few
months. The issues that
he has raised will be
addressed

—Sandeep Dikshit, Congress

®& | read his letter and it is really

leader, who was provided
everything by Congress, is
resigning 20 days before the
elections. This shows that he
declined the system of the
party. In his letter, he wrote
that he was against the
alliance (INDIA), but
then why was he
asking for tickets?
—Abhishek Dutt, |
Delhi Congress
functionary

disheartening to see that such a senior

@8 It is unfortunate that his resignation came at a time when the
general elections in the country are underway and the Congress party
under the leadership of Rahul Gandhi is working to bring a

in the elections

change in the regime. The party showed faith in him and
gave him such a big position, but what he did was sad.

His resignation won't affect the party and | am confident
that we will win all three Lok Sabha seats from Delhi

—Deepak Babaria, AICC Delhi incharge

@& The coalition between AAP and Congress was
an unnatural alliance. They joined hands to hide
each other's corruption but their (Congress') party
workers did not support this, His resignation
was driven by the voice of his soul. The reason
is well-known. It started with announcement
of candidates. They cannot stand with the

one who speaks about dividing the country,
and stands with enemies. Many are

@6 Congress is our senior
alliance partner. However,
it's their internal matter

—Saurabh Bharadwaj,
AAP

East, along with Raj Kumar Chau-
han from North West. However, the
high command went ahead with its
choices of candidates without inti-
mating the state unit. Congress fina-
lised the names of Kanhaiya Kumar
for North East and Udit Raj for North
West. This has already led to Chau-
han's resignation. Lovely, in his let-
ter, also expressed displeasure over
the choice of these two names, even
though he stated that he did not want
the ticket for himself.
seniorfunctionaries said Lovely’s
decision was damaging due to its ti-
mingas well asthemannerin which it
was done, A senior Congress functio-
nary said, “The party should never
have trusted him for the top role in the
organisation. Lovely went to BJP (in
2017), but still our party forgave him
and gave him the highest post in the
state unit. The president's post is the

glue around which the whole party
functions. Even if he was unhappy
over the candidature, he should have
chosen internal meetings to voice his
displeasure rather than resigning
and giving fodder to the opposition.”

Party insiders said more mem-
bers might follow suit. Sources also
hinted that Lovely could also join
BJP. When asked about it, Lovely sa-
id, “I have only resigned from the post
of state president, not Congress par-
ty.”" However, much fodder was added
to the theory with AAP's Bharadwaj
tweeting, “Is BJP changing its candi-
date for East Delhi?" Later, Delhi BJP
president Sachdeva said anyone who
wanted to see India as a developed co-
untry and work with leadership that
had led the country to new heights
was welcome inthe party:

Sources in AAP said that such
events led to bad optics, but with the

protesting. But since opinions are not

heard in Congress, the resignation
came due to the internal voice of

Y Arvinder Singh Lovely

~Virendra Sachdeva,
Delhi BJP chief

election being a month away; the alli-
ance would be able to form a joint
strategv under a new president. “Na
turally, this was the time when we
should be sitting together and for-
ming our strategy. Now, they need to
first choose a president. Nomina-
tions are also starting from tomor-
row, but there is still time, and
Congress needs to take this issue se-
riously and put their house in order
assoon as they can.”

A senior Congress functionary sa-
id that while the state unit should have
shown restraint, this also showed a
complete disconnect from the high
command. “These are leaders with a
cadrebase, and if they go, then it will be
damaging. At a time when BJP is try-
mg to woo people from the Sikh com-
munity, we should ensure that seniors
like him are heard, and a middle gro-
und is takken while making decisions.”

Dikshit said that being sta-

@ Anyone workmg

heaskingfor tickets?”

for country is
welcome to our

party, says BJP

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Hours after Arvinder
singh Lovely resigned from the post of
Delhi Congress president, Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva claimed that
by giving tickets to individuals like
Kanhaiya Kumar and Udit Raj, who, ac-
cording to him, worked to divide the co-
untry, Congress had scored an own goal.

Asked whether Lovely would join
BJP, Sachdeva said: "Anyone who
wants to see India as a developed co-
untry and work with a leadership that
has led the country to new heights is
welcome to the party”

Predicting more resignations in
opposition INDIA bloc in the coming
days, Sachdeva said: “Signs of Lovely
quitting were appa-
renton theday when
Rajkumar Chauhan
resigned. Whether
it's Rajkumar
Anand, Ra] Kumar
Chauhan, or Lovely, W
the common theme
in their resignation
letters was Arvind
Kejriwal., Giving a
ticket to Kumar was another reason.”

Referring to the “tukde tukde” row,
Sachdeva claimed that anyvone who had
“a sense of patriotism™ couldn’t stand
with people like Kumar, who talked abo-
ut “breaking the country into pieces™.

He alleged that AAP was involved
in corruption and misappropriation
of publicmoney and, despite itssenior
functionaries going to jail, the party
was “shamelessly” fighting elections.
“Thenepotism that Kejriwal once con-
demned is being continued by him. Lo-
vely's resignation is just the begin-
ning,” Sachdevasaid. “BJP has always
maintained that INDIA bloc is a grou-
ping of parties and not a union of he-
arts, It's becoming evident that the al-
liance will be completely dissolved be-
fore May 25." he added.

Virendra Sachdeva

‘High command
overruled state
unit repeatedly’

»Continued from P1

sent to Congress president

Mallikarjun Kharge,
Lovely said the state unit was
against the alliance, but the
high command still went
ahead with it. He also ex-
pressed displeasure over the
choiceof Kanhaiyva Kumaras
Congress candidate from
North East Delhiand Udit Raj
from North West Delhi.

This is not the first time
that Lovely has sprung a sur-
prise. In 2017, he quit the par-
ty and joined BJP, but later re-
turned to Congress in 2018.

Lovely said all unanimous
decisions taken by senior Del-
hi Congress functionaries had
been unilaterally vetoed by
AICC general secretary Delhi
in-charge (Deepak Babaria),
and the state unit was not even
intimated about the decisions,
including the Lok Sabha can-
didate selections. Lovely, who
was appointed state president
last year, said even though the
Delhi Congress unit was
against the alliance with AAP
he publicly backed it and en-
sured that the entire unit “fell
in line with the high com-
mand's final order”. “The Del-
hi Congress unit was against
an alliance with a party that
was formed on the sole basis of
levelling false, fabricated, and
mala fide corruption charges
against Congress... half of the
cabinet ministers{of AAP)are
currently in jail on corruption
charges. Despite that, the par-
tv (Congress) made a decision
to ally with AAP in Delhi, We
respected the party's final de-
cision... I even went to the ex-
tent of visiting CM (Arvind)
Kejriwal's residence on the
night of his arrest along with
Subhash Chopra and Sandeep
Dikshit, despite the same be-
ing against my position on the
matter,” he said.

As alliance partners in
Delhi, AAP 1sfighting for four
seats: East, New Delhi, South,
and West, while Congress 1s
contesting the remaining
three—North East, North
West, and Chandni Chowk.

“Since my appointment
as DPCC president, the AICC
general secretary Delhi in-
charge has not allowed me to
make any senior appoint-
ments in DPCC. My reguest
for appointment of a veteran
leader as media head of
DPCC was blatantly rejected.
Till date, he has not allowed
DPCC to appoint all block
presidents in the city. Resul-
tantly morethan 150 blocksin
Delhi do not have a block
president,” Lovely said.

He alleged that Babaria
forced him to suspend senior
party functionary Raj Kumar
Chauhan. “Instead of calm-
ing the situation, he further,

In his resignation letter

il
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with immediate effect.”

at public meetings, entered
into numerous heated ex-
changes with Sandeep Diksh-
it, (ex-MP), Raj Kumar Chau-
han (ex-Delhi minister),
Bhisham Sharma (ex-MLA)
and Surender Kumar (ex-
MLA)," he wrote in his letter.

Udit Raj said, “I can say
with full confidence that due
to thedisciplinary step taken
by Deepak Babaria, Delhi
Congress will soon reach its
old glory. By accepting the re-
signation of the state presi-
dent, it's been shown that no
one is bigger than the party.”

AAPfunctionaries werein
a wait-and-watch mode and
largely refrained from com-
menting onthe developments.
Minister Saurabh Bharad-
waj, however, said, "Congress
is our alliance partner, and

This is not the first
time that Lovely has
sprung a surprise. In
2017, he quit the
party and joined BJP,
but later returned to

Congress in 2018

this is the internal matter of
the party; hence, [ believe it's
better that they (Congress)
speak about it.”

Lovely also criticised Con-
eress's North East Delhi candi-
date Kanhaiya Kumar for heap-
ing praise on CM Kejriwal, who
has been arrested in an alleged
money laundering case related
to Delhi execise policy.

“The candidate from North
East Delhihasalso been giving
media bytes falsely praising
Delhi CM, in direct contraven-
tionof theparty lineand thelo-
cal party workers' beliefs. In
direct contradiction tothe true
factual position and the mise-
ry of Delhi citizens, he en-
dorsed the false propaganda of
AAP regarding the supposed
work done by them in educa-
tion, health, road, and electric-
ity sectors,” he said.

“Such ill-thought and fac-
tually incorrect statements
have not gone down well with
the Delhi Congress unitsince
the local party workers had
an inherent understanding
that the alliance was not done
in appreciation of AAP's
false propaganda of the de-
velopment of Delhi... but(as)
a compromise to improve the
chances of victory for Con-
oress inthe Lok Sabha polls.”

Lovely added: “It appears
thatthe North East Delhican-
didate is unaware of the fact
that, admittedly, the condi-
tion of schools, hospitals and
public infrastructure in Del-
hi, under AAP govt, has se-
verely worsened compared
with the development work
done under the late Sheila
Dikshit Ji's Congress re-
gime,” Lovely said.

Babaria hits back, says
non-deserving people
were getting promoted

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: After Arvinder Singh Lovely resigned as Del-
hi Congress chief and trained his guns at AICC in-charge
Deepak Babaria for “unilaterally vetoing” decisions ta-
ken by the senior Delhi leaders, the latter defended him-
self and said he had stopped Lovely on many occasions be-
cause non-deserving people weregetting promoted which
was “demoralising other party workers”,

Congress plans to announce a replacement for Lovely,
an interim ‘working or acting’ president, on Monday.

Babaria told TOIL, “Campaigning will continue as be-
fore and our alliance with AAP is intact.”

speaking to the media, Babaria said ahead of allying with
AAPINn Delhi, DPCCleaders and workers were taken into confi-
dence and Lovely was part of thediscussions. “*He should have
raised hisobjections back then. Anyone whodistances himself
fromany party or post tends tofind areason todoso,” headded.

In his resignation letter to Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge, Lovely said the Delhi Congress unit was against
the alliance with AAP and that all unanimous decisions taken
by senior Delhi leaders were “unilaterally vetoed” by Babaria.

Babaria said it was “unfortunate” that Lovely’s resigna-
tion came at a time when LS elections were underway, but as-
serted that it won't affect Congress. Babaria said, “His resig-
nation has been accepted by the Congress high command

Sources said Babaria held a meeting with Delhi lea-
ders where the gathering expressed surprise over Love-
lv’'s allegations, with most of them sayving he was the lou-
dest voice foratie-up with AAP Amongthose Babariamet
were Subhash Chopra, Anil Choudhary and others,

Police lodge FIR against fake video of Amit Shah

New Delhi: Delhi Police has filed an FIR in connection with a
fake video of Union home minister Amit Shah that went viral on
social media in the last few days. The special cell's cyber unit
received a complaint after which it initiated an investigation,
sources said. Cops are trying to ascertain the identity of the
account that first uploaded the video in which Shah allegedly
gave a statement on ending reservations. tun




THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

TIMES CITY

Youth wing of
AAP holds walk
in CM’s support

New Delhi: The Aam Aadmi
Party’'s vouth wing on Sunday

for Kejriwal—toshow support
for the chief minister
Ministers Saurabh Bha-
radwaj, Atishi and Somnath
Bharti, who also participated
in the walk, installed a big
washing machine as a symbol
of BJP "absolving” its mini-
sters of “corruption” char-
ges, Bharadwaj told people
cathered at the event, “Once
these netas are put in BJP's
washing machine, they come
out clean and are given big po-
sitions, such as Lok Sabha se-
ats and chief ministers.
Atishi claimed BJP's ner-
vousness was visible, “They
(BJP) had hoped that if Ar-
vind Kejriwal was put in jail,
AAPwould not be able to cam-
paign. But the crowd that gat-
hered at Sunita Kejriwal's ro-
adshow to bless her and Kejri-
wal was huge,” she said.
Meanwhile, Delhi BJP spo-
kesperson Praveen Shankar
kapoorsaid it was regrettable
that even after serious repri-
mands by Delhi High Court,
Bharadwaj continued to in-
dulge in political melodrama
instead of fulfilling his duties
towardscitizens as a minister.
He added that both the wal-
kathon and the roadshow or-
ganised by AAP were flop
shows with no participation
from local people. tun

Atishi: EC Is Acting As
Another BJP Weapon

Says Nothing Wrong Wlth Party S Campalgn Song

TI:H uhu:ulu

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Hitting out at Elec-
tion Commission of India for
asking the party to modify its
campaign song, AAP minister
Atishi on Sunday claimed that
it didn’t not violate any rules.
She accused EC of being “anot-
her political weapon of BJP”
and stated that thiswas probab-
Iy the first time in India’s histo-
rv that a party's election cam-
paign song had been banned.

Atishiaccused EC of “inac-
tion” when BJP “violates the
model code of conductonadai-
ly basis™. She further claimed
that EC objected to the song
mentioning fraudulent ar-
rests but didn’t take action to
prevent attacks on the opposi-
tion or change the heads of in-
vestigative agencies during
elections, *You (EC) would not
change the head of CBI, you
would not change ED's direc-
tor or I'T's director during elec-
tions, vou would not do anyt-
hing to stop the attack on the
opposition. But if someone
mentions in their campaign
that fraudulent arrests are be-
ing made, then EC takes objec-
tion toit,” Atishisaid.

=

TAKING TO THE STREETS: Senior AAP functionaries during a protest

Atishi highlighted that
AAP's campaign song didn't
mention BJP by name, yvet EC
believed that talking about die-
tatorship was a criticism of the
party at helm at Centre. She
suggested that this implied
EC itself believed that BJP was
running a “dictatorial rule” in
the country.

The AAP functionary main-
tained that the campaign song
didn’t violate the model code of
conduct and included “factual

videos and incidents”, such as
the arrest of chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal, the police's alle-
ged misbehaviour with Manish
Sisodia in Rouse Avenue Court,
and the detention of AAP vo-
Ihanteers during protests.

Atishi gquestioned the in-

tentions of EC, asking if the
pollagency wanted to suppress
the truth or hide the miscon-
duct of the police and the alle-

ged political misuse of investi-

cative agencies by BJE

Sunita’s plea at second roadshow:
‘Save the country with your vote’

Ridhima.Gupta@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Tilak Nagar mar-
ket, which sees a rush of wee-
kend shoppers, was full of
people holding brooms at Spm
on Sunday.

At one end of the market
wasasmallstage. Ahip-hop be-
at blared. “Jail ke khilaaf hum
vote denge, cundagardi karne
wali sarkar ke jawaab me hum
jhadu ko vote denge (We will
vote against imprisonment,
the vote for the jhadu will be
the reply to those in govt).”
Dancers did choreographed
moves. Then Sunita Kejriwal,
the wife of jailed chief mini-
ster Arvind Kejriwal, arrived
for her second roadshow.

“Mein Bharat Mata ki beti,
apse vinati karti hoon ke desh
ko bacha lo. Ye desh tanashahi
ki or ja raha hai, is desh ko ta-
nashah se bacha lo. Apne vote
se. (I am the daughter of Bha-
rat Mata. [ implore you to save
this country This country is
golng towards authoritarian
rule. Save thiscountry with yo-
ur vote),” Sunita began.

“Kejriwvalji ko koitod nahin
sakta, koi jhuka nahi sakla,
woh Bharat Mata ke sachhe lal
hain. (No one can break Kejri-
wal, he isthetruesonof theco-

‘Kejriwal’s wife
denied nod to
meet CM in jail’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: AAP sources on
sunday claimed that Tihar Jail
administration had rejected the
request for a meeting between
Sunita and Arvind Kejriwal. A
jail official rejected the claim,
saying: "According torules, two
meetings are allowed in a week.
Minister Atishi has heen given
time for Mondav Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann isscheduledto
meet him on Tuesday So, she
(Sunita Kejriwal) can visit next
week," the official said.

AAP sources claimed that
both permissions were grant-
ed simultaneously, but Sunita
Keiriwal's meeting was can-
celled without anv reason be-
ing provided.

This will be Mann's second
visitin Tihar to meet Kejriwal,
who was arrested on March 21
by ED in connection with the
alleged excise policy scam.

Mann had earlier alleged
that the AAP chief was not be-
ing afforded amenities provid-
ed even to hardcore criminals.

The central probe agency
has alleged that Kejriwal was
the "Kingpin" of the “scam”
and was directly involved in
demanding kickbacks from li-
quor barons. AAP has rejected
these charges, maintaining
that there would be no change
in leadership and Kejriwal re-
mained CM even while in jail.

Earlier, AAP Rajva Sabha
MP Sanjav Singh had alleged
that Tihar Jail administration
had ecancelled Atishi's meeting
withtheCM at the last moment.

Pival Bhattacharjee

e &

Sunita moved on in her caravan as hundreds jostled around her

SUNITA SAYS

Now it is even difficult to
have a cordial debate
about politics among
friends because of

the hate politics of a

particular govt

the wife said.
Kejriwal was wrongfully
arrested, she said. “Earlier, a
person went to jail when a co-
urt found him guilty Now, they

untry),”

havechanged thesystem...this
isnothingbut goondaism.” Ina
pink kurta, with hands folded,
Sunita moved on in her car, as
hundreds jostled around her.
Petals were showered on her,
Vimlesh and Nitish (34),
twin brothers who live a few
blocks from the market, said
theyv came to the rally after they
heard Sunita would be here.
“In 2014, when Modicameto
power, we were anticipating a
better future for the country
But, on the contrary they divi-
ded the countryvonreligious po-

litics. Meanwhile, Kejriwal do-
esn't do communal polifics and
instead talks about laymen's is-
sues of education, health and
infrastructure,” Vimlesh said.

“Now it 1s even difficult to
have a cordial debate about po-
litics among friends and fami-
lv because of the hate politics
of a particular govt. That has
to change,” Nitish pointed out.

Ashok Kumar(73),alsoalo-
cal,said; “Wearetiredof BJP's
lies and communal politics.
They are just pitting people
against each other”

His friend Gurdeep Singh
(63) said: “I am voting for AAP
as they have sown the seed of
honesty.” People are scared to
talk against BJPE he said.

Rajiv Kumar Sharma (50),

Campaign clip
casts aspersions
on police: EC

b Continued from P1

in the video depicting the police in

_sanegativelight. Oneclipshows for-
mer deputy CM Manish Sisodia being
escorted by cops, with the phrase in the
background, “gundagardi ke khilaf
vote denge and tanashahi karne wali
party ko hum chot denge” (we will vote
against hooliganism and we will injure
the party indulging in dictatorship).

Rejecting certification, EC stated,
“The words and the clip tend to present
the picture of police inbad taste. [tcasts
aspersions on their working... and (is)
defamatory and slanderous.”

The poll body also said the campaign
song included clips showing “aggres-
sive mob clashing with the police”. The
video, it added, contained “slanderous
remarks and criticism” of the govern-
ing party based on unverified facts,
which went against EC rules.

The commission cited Rules 6 and 7
of the programme code while refusing
permission. Rule 6 states: “No pro-
gramme should be carried in the
cable service which is likely to encour-
age or incite violence or contains
anything against maintenance of law
and order or which promotes anti-na-
tional attitudes.”

“Therefore, the advertisement is
hereby returned with the request to
modify the contents of the creative as
per the Advertising Codes prescribed
under the Cable Television Network
Rules, 1994, " EC said.

EC’s letter stated that the campaign
song may be “resubmitted after modifi-
cation for certification”.

AAP has been using the phrase “.Jail
ka jawaab vote se” frequently as a slo-
gan during its campaign rallies. The
phrase was coined by its Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh during a speech the
day he was released on bail in the liguor
policy case.

I "Calsoobjected tocertain clips used
.q
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CM’s arrest a plot to stifle voice of opposition: AAP

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A day before Supreme Co-
urt's anticipated examination of the pe-
tition filed by Arvind Eejriwal, minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj asserted that CM's
arrest was a “premeditated plot desig-
ned to stifle the most powerful opposi-
tion voice in the nation™.

Bharadwaj stated that on April 29,
SC would consider CM Kejriwal's peti-
tion challenging his arrest. “In this re-
gard, CM presented his side before SC
through an affidavit. He (Kejriwal) has
said that it's not amerecoincidence that
when the biggest election of the country
1s taking place ... that the national con-
venorof oneof themain opposition par-
ties of thiscountry was arrested inafal-

Bharadwaj claimed that neither
ED nor CBI had managed to
produce a single piece of
evidence against Kejriwal

seand frivolous case,” he said.
“Witnesses had admitted in their pre-
vious 6-8 testimonies that they never met
Kejriwal and that Kejriwal hasnothingto
do with this excise policy, All those testi-
monies were hidden from the court, and
only those testimonies which were taken
from those people by torturing them un-
der pressure were presented before the
court by ED and CBL" Bharadwaj added.
He said “the Constitution has not gi-
ven this right to ED and CEBL It is the job
of ED and CBI to present all the facts,

whether in favour or against, before the
court, whatever facts they have recei-
ved”. He mentioned that CBI had been
investigating this case and issuing nu-
merousnotices. “Nevertheless, over the
past two vears, neither ED nor CBI had
managed to produce a single piece of
evidence against Kejriwal.”

"What compelled them to arrest the
national convenor of the country's fo-
remost and strongest opposition party
just before the Lok Sabha elections,
when even a small amount of evidence
was not found in two vears? This isa di-
rect attack on the country's democratic
system. The principle of equality,
which is a significant part of India's
Constitution, is gravely violated by the
arrest of Arvind Kejriwal,” he said.

however, wants BJP to re-
turn. "AAP 1s corrupt and
only makes tall claims,.
BJP hasdelivered timeand
again,” he said.

Former MP Mahabal
Mishra of AAP is contes-
ting from here.

Delhi BJP  secretary
shri Harish Khurana said
Sunita’s rallies are sponso-
red shows. "People of West
Delhi did not participate....
Apparently most people we-
re brought from Punjab.”

Do not miss
Education Times,

a 8-page pullout
with today's issue

-

192 35
acres near | lakh sq.ft
IT Corridor

*  chennaivit

Built-up area | States and UTs of India | Chapters

€ 044-3993 1003, +91-8122299097
F VITChennal

- VIT

CHENNAI

Vlloee Institute ol Techmnology

i VITSOL

i
2

19,000+

Students from all

135+
Clubs and

Zwww.chennai.vit.ac.in

* WITChennalc

i r VIT

LL.M in intellectual Property Lows

School OF Law

exd Neganda, noan d r_.'_l'n'."-.'f'l-:l-:-'

'RANKED

No. 6

IN INDIA

AMONG

PRIVATE LAW COLLEGES

Source!

Bar and Bench
IIRF ranking 2024

PROGRAMMES
B.B.A LL.B. (Hons.)
B.A LL.B. (Hons.)

LL.M in International Law

and Development

4 * APPLY

http://chennai.vit.ac.in/apply-now

in vitchennai

NOW

http: Hchennal vit.ac.in/apply-now

& @ vit.chennal

Suraksha Ka Prime Vaada
Zero Documentation’ Ke Saath.

Term Life Insurance

N\ | 48 hrs

.- | Issuance’

Get all your

with SEV*

Formerly Aegon Life Insurance Company Limited

premiums back

No Income Proof
documents up to 1Cr”°

Dy
L]
Bharat Ki Udaan,
Bandhan Se.
s

"TEC Apply

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHOME CALLS AMD FICTIOUS! FRAUDULENT DFFERS! IRDAI is not invalved in activities like selling insurance policies, announcing bonus or

irvestment of pramiums.
MNon-Participating Individual Pure
please read sales brochures and benefits (ustr
guidelines. [*jOn availing Special Exit Value (SE

3 the insured, and the policy W

Public receiving such phone calls-are requested o lodge a police complaint. Bandhan Life iTermn Prinne (UM 138N08
isk Premium Lite Inswrance Plan, Lite insurance cover is available under this product, For more details on risk tectors,
ins carefully before concluding a sale. [*|TEC Apply.

el of premiums paid; along with underwriting extra premiums paid, plus
nate. Here, total premium paid is the total of all the premiums re |

J|'.||.l|I| able only to baze cover premium, and not toany additional og I1|r'lr|.J| riders. .-:I-.. is avallable

» of last birthday), and the policy matures at the age of 70 yea
5 vears (as on last birthday). For more details on SEV and rl_d factors, ple:
1|::|::|II ‘I:I'"-l- iy on first year premium for online customers. Additional 5
Customers F;=ne‘|har. Life Insurance Limited (formerly Aegon Life Insurar
i andhan Life Insurance Limited. A = 207, 2nd Floor, Leed

Tl ||| F'F'-' r o 1800 209 90 90 (9 am 1o

7 pm, Mon 1o Sat), Email: customer.caref@bandhanlife.com. Website: www

: of last ayl, and can

ompany Limited), IRDAI Reg. No. 13
ecs Park, Andher-Kurla Ro

fIFor selected customers o

» read the sales brochure carefully before concluding a sale, ['|5% disco
% discount will also be applicable only on first year premium for Self-Employed or other
8. Corporate ldentity No; OT0OMHZ 0T
Andheri (E], Mumbai — 40
bandhanlife.com. ADVT: 11/ Apr

V02). A Non-Linked
terms & conditions
v, subject to board approved underwriting
adings for modal premiums [if any) will be
Huding any extra premium, any rder premium,
o5 where age of Insured at Inception of the policy
20 during the period of one year once they attain
t will be
Salanied
159110
el: 497 226118 0700,
202477003



4

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

TIMES CITY

* THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Of the over 7.8
lakh students in Municipal
Corporation of Delhi scho-
ols, 2 lakh are vet to receive
their stationery, uniforms
and notebooks as they do not
have an operational bank
account.

MCD commissioner Gya-
nesh Bharti clarified in Delhi
High Court recently that he
didn’t have the power to sanc-
tion more than Rs 5 crore for
any project, and unless the
standing committee was for-
med, nothing could be done,

If the issue persists for
long, then the children may
face the same problem in this
financial year as well.

Taking note of the crisis,
HC on Friday observed that if
the committee was unavai-
lable, then the financial po-
wer “has to be delegated
forthwith” by Delhigovttoan
appropriate authority — wit-
hin the next twodays.

The absence of astanding
committee even one-and-a-
half years after MCD elec-
tions was due to the ongoing
tussle in MCD between AAP
and BJP, said experts. “And
besides missing benefits for
schoolstudents, there are ma-
ny other areas where no deve-
lopment is happening only
because a standing commit-
tee has not been formed. The
spirit of DMC Act is getting
lost, and it is being interpre-
ted as per convenience,” said
a former director, press and
information, of the unified
corporation.

From the finalisation of
agencies for biomining of 30

In Absence of Standing Panel

Toll To Landfills, Key Decisions Need Nod From Committee
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Thnugh no court has imposed a restriction on holding the standing
committee elections, AAP has challenged the matter of the appoint-
ment of aldermen by LG in SC, and judgment is reserved in the matter

lakh tonnesof legacy wasteat
two landfills—Ghazipur and
Bhalswa—toallocating work
for door-to-door collection of
waste in the central zone, ma-
intenance of streetlights in
some zones and allocating a
fresh toll contract to a new
concessionaire (project cost
over Rs 8l crore), many more
projects are waiting for the
committee’s nod. While the
authority can get administra-
tive approval from the House
for identifying agencies, the
finalisation of the rate and
agency needs the standing
committee’s nod.

Though no court has im-
posed a restriction on hol-
ding the standing committee
elections, AAP has challeng-
ed the matter of the appoint-
ment of aldermen by LG in
the Supreme Court, and judg-
ment is reserved in the mat-

ter. In Jan, mavor Shelly Obe-
roi also approached SC for
transferring the power of the
standing committee to the
House temporarily, A private
proposal in this regard was
passed inthe House earlier.

In its statement on Satur-
day, AAP stated that despite
this proposal being passed in
January, to date, the MCD
commissioner had not placed
evenasingle proposal for pro-
jects worth more than Rs 5
crore before MCD House.

"If LG wants the stalled
work to be completed, then
instructions should be issu-
ed to the MCD commissioner
that he place all the propo-
sals amounting to more than
Rs5erore before MCD House,
and we will get them passed.
After that, the MCD commis-
sioner can issue the ten-
ders," stated AAP

The absenceof a
standing committee even
one-and-a-half years
after MCD elections was
due to the ongoing tussle
in MCD between AAP and
BJP, said experts

"Under MCD Act 1957, the
budget cannot be passed wit-
hout the approval of the stan-
ding committee, but a solu-
tion was found, and the bud-
oot was presented in the Hou-
se," stated the party.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said
that the problem with AAP
was that they wanted to run
MCD in the most anarchic
manner. "First, they have not
allowed the constitution of the
standing committee, and now
they want the discretionary
powers vested under DMC Act
1957 in the hands of the com-
missioner to come into the
hands of the mayor in the gui-
seof the House," he said.

S1x out of 18 members of
the standing committee are
elected in direct elections by
the House and 12 are elected
by members of the ward com-
mittees, one each from the 12
zones. These ward committe-
es, in turn, include aldermen
who have voting powers and,
hence, impact the outcome of
the formation of the standing
committee.

After Delhi High Court's
mtervention, while three
members of BJP and three of
AAPwereelected in June 2023,
the election of 12 members
is still pending as zonal com-
mittees have not be formed.

Ashresh.Marupaka
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A Delhi Police
sub-inspector died after ram-
ming intoamedian barricade
in the Pragati Maidan tunnel
on Saturday night.

Police are investigating
the cause by checking the
CCTV footage. An auto was
seen near the SI's scooter
when the accident occurred.

The SI. identified as N.K.
Pavitharan, was posted in
East Delhi district's crime te-
am. He was driving from In-
dia Gate towards IP Exten-
sion through the tunnel when
his scooter lost balance and
hefell on the road.

According to sources, the
accident happened around
10.30pm when Pavitharan was
taking a left turn in the tunnel
after the Y-junction that sepa-
ratestheroadsleadingto Vikas
Margand Akshardham road.

He was driving in the
right most lane adjacent to
the walls of the tunnel. He
then encountered a sudden
collision with a median bar-

The cop's scooter rammed a median harrlcade in the tunnel

ricade, and was flung off his
scooter on to theroad.

Police officers and an am-
bulance rushed to the spot
and found him in a critical
condition. Tunnel marshals
rushed to the spot too and tri-
ed to rescue him. Sharafat, a
marshal, said: “l was present
here when the accident oc-
curred. He was still breat-
hing when we put him in the

ambulance.” Pavitharan's
helmet was found near him
on the blood-soaked road.
“He was rushed to a hospi-
tal where doctors declared
himdead onarrival,” asenior
police officer said. Police ad-
ded thatnofoul play issuspec-
ted and a case under sections
279 (rash driving or riding on
a public way) and 304 A (cau-
sing death by negligence) of

MCD Work Reduced To Crawl Cop dies in Pragatl tunnel accident

the IPC has been registered.

Delhi govt's PWD said:
“Therewasnoproblemof wa-
ter leakage inside the tunnel
and the accident did not oc-
cur because of that. The tun-
nel is digitally monitored at
all times and we informed po-
liceassoonastheaccidentoc-
curred,” a PWD official said.

The PWD recently clai-
med that it had started repa-
irs in the tunnel, mainly for
water leakage.

According to officials, the
tunnel is safer and the leaka-
ge problem has been largely
resolved. Earlier, PWD had
slapped a legal notice on the
construction company alle-
ging “faulty design™.

Only a vear back, on May
24, a 19-year-old biker had met
withanaccident inthe Pragati
Maidan tunnel after he acci-
dentally ran into crash barri-
ers and toppled over to the
other side. Due to the poor sig-
nal delays in the tunnel, the te-
en lost his life due to a delay in
receiving medical assistance,
given the lack of mobile con-
nectivity in the L.3-km tunnel.

BJP remembers Karpoori on birth centenary

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi BJP observed the birth
centenary of Bihar's former CM Karpoo-
ri Thakur by paying floral tributes to his
statue and portraits and holding mee-
tings to remember his work at the Am-
bedkar International Centre on Sunday.

The celebration was graced by pro-
minent BJP leaders such as deputy CM
of Bihar Samrat Choudhary, MP Manoj
Tiwari and Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva.

“Fifty years ago, Karpoori Thakur
was the first person who cared for the po-
or or worked for the poor,” Choudhary sa-
id. “Modi fulfilled the dream of Karpoori

BJF' MP Manr:u learl Bihar deputy chief
minister Samrat Choudhary and Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva during a
programme to mark the birth centenary of
former Bihar CM Karpoori Thakur

Rajesh Mehta

Thakur, who aspired to see a son of the
marginalised become the Prime Mini-
ster,” he said. “Bihar is on the brink of be-
ing completely free of mafia, whereas a

mafia sits within the government in Del-
hiand needs tobe replaced,” he said.
Delhi BJP chief Sachdeva said: “De-

PAYING HOMAGETO THE DEPARTED SOUL

Promila & Surinder Arora
Rajiv & Mridu Chawla
Ajay & Meenu Chawla
Sunil & Shaleen Chawla

REMEMBRANCE

In Fond Memaory of
Our beloved mother
Mrs. Savitri Chawla
{W/o Late Mr. V. D. Chawla)

on her ninth death anniversary

Missed every day by:

Grandchildren:
Gunjan, Ankur-Manisha,
Rohan-Geetika, Pranay, Mihika,

Ananya, Prachita & Arnav

i 8 &= afs fa@ da 0
Our befoved Mother

Sardarni Lalit Kaur (Babette)
wife of Sardar Brijinder Pal Singh Mann of Mananwala
daughter of Col Sir Buta Singh

passed away peacefully on 24th April 2024,

Kirtan and Ardas : 2nd May 2024,
from 12 noon to 1 pm at Gurdwara Damdama Sahib, Nizamuddin, New Delhi.
followed by Langar.

In grief :
Govind & Haripriya Mann Gopal, Anant, Varad
Uday Mirdha Arjun, Angad
Mtsh & Bhartender Singh Sidhu Ishan, Noor _~
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Shri ANIL KUMAR GOEL
S/o Late Shri LALA RAM REKSHPAL ]I GOEL

Your memories and love showered
on us will always remind your
presence in our Hearts.

May your Soul rest in peace.

You will remain in our heart forever.

——-: Fondly Remembered by all Goel Family and Staff of -

»« BOMBAY INDUSTRIAL PERFUMES

¥l

S Tel.:

_ 1897, Gali Nilawali, Bazar Sita Ram, Delhi-110006 %
011-23239473

% ﬁ.@

IN LOVING MEMORY

With deepest grief and sorrow we wish
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REMEMBRANCES |

IN LOVING MEMORY

Dr Anuradha Kunte
1938 - 2024

loving wife, mother, mother-in-law & grandmother
passed away peacefully, surrounded by loved ones
on 27 April 2024,

Former Dean, School of Languages,
Jawaharlal Nehru University

us and your

you may be g

Meenu, Saloni

Mukund B Kunte
Radhika, Nikhil, Shreya and Meha
Sandeep, Suchi, Myra and Aadit i
Arundhati, Vijay, Raghav and Abhay

8th Death Anniversary
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Prabhakar Jha
1951- 2014
Your laughter warmed

surrounds us. Though

spirit lives on in our

aonu & Manjari, Swara,
Shaarav & Mishika

love still

one, your

& Tushar,

spite holding top positions in various de-
partments from 1952 t0 1988, he (Karpoori
Thakur) remained in the same house
where he wasborn.”

Thakur's goal was to ensure that go-
vernment schemes reached every house-
hold, and Modi govt has accomplished
what he had envisioned, he said.

Sachdeva said the main objective be-
hind organising this event in Delhi was
that it is the capital of the country and
from here a message should be sent
across the country “We should do the
work of taking the message of Karpoori
Thakur to every home, only then will his
contribution and tireless hard work have
an impact in our society,” he said.

Moderating the event, BJP functiona-
rv Anil Jha said that by honouring such
oreat leaders with Bharat Ratna, Prime
Minister Modi had won evervone's heart.

Temp to touch 40°C
again, rain unlikely

New Delhi: Delhiites are likely to face discom-
fortasthe mercury is predicted torise to40 deg-
rees Celsius on Monday:. The city has so far se
only one day when the maximum temperature
touched 40-degree mark.

India Meteorological Department (IMD) of-
ficials said that rain is unlikely for the next few
days. Meanwhile, Delhi's air quality is likely to
deteriorate to ‘poor’ category due to transpor-
tation of dust from semi-arid region to the city.

According to IMD, the maximum temperatu-
rewas38.2 degrees Celsius, one degree below nor-
mal, on Sunday at Safdarjung which is the city’s
base station. However, Najafzarh saw the mercu-
ry reaching almost 40-degree as the maximum
temperature settled at 39.9 degrees Celsius.

“As the impact of a western disturbance is
over, clear skies are likely for the next few davs.
Asrainisnotexpected forthe nextfivedays, the
temperature may rise. The day temperature is
predicted to reach 40 degrees Celsius on Mon-
day,” said an IMD official.

The minimum temperature was 23.5 degre-
es Celsius and relative humidity oscillated bet-
ween 19% and 59%.

seen

Prayer meeting on 30th April 2024, at 3:30pm, "“”:t?;‘fgﬂ"_’“ us IMD’s data shows that April has logged just
India International Centre (Multipurpose Hall) ) = _ 7.5 mm rainfall so far as against the month'’s
40, Max Mueller Marg, Lodhi Gardens, . normal of 16.3 mm. The city had seen deficitra-

Lodhi Estate, New Delhi-110003 With Love infall in March also. March recorded only 4.3

mmrainfall, making it a rain deficit of 75%.
Delhi's AQI was 175 in ‘moderate’ category
onSunday asagainst 163 a day earlier.
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The memory
oreat Spiritual Guru

oraved on the sands

Sanghnayak Shastri Padam Chand Ji Maharaj
22-09-1940 to 29-04-2016

of this

forever enshrined in our
minds & shall remain en-

time. He enlightened us & bestowed his infi-
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OF OUR BELOVED

"

Shri Vijay Kumar
Sachdeva
(08.10.1954 - 29.04.2021)

On yeur third death
anmiversary, we affer our
solemn tribute.

SHRI RAMESH
CHANDER GROVER

{5th June 1941 - 29th Agril 2021
Hio Lt Smi, Saroj Grover

We will afways cherish
yaur patience humitity
amil good nature,
Your life is an inspiration

nite blessings on us. We dedicate ourselves to
the ideals he left behind. Ranjan, Prerna,
Heman & Panya. Urban Storey, Delhi.
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Rashmi - Bharat Mohindra
Preeti - Mahendra Rana
Mallika - Yashvardhan Rana

Saachi - Aniket Kuthiala

To place an Obituary announcement or
Remembrance message please call

Vinod: 9958992088
Pankaj: 8130604727

To place an ad in Obituary announcement or Remembrance ad
Call- Vinod : 9958992088 & Pankaj: 8130604727

1 i e
i
el Wl o p el oy

Publications
The Times of india Delhi/NCR
TOI=NBT (Dedhl/ NCR)

TOI+ET (Delhl/NCR)

Macmun 10 lngs

2™ REMEMBRANCE

Lo SHARING MEMORIES

Call - Vinod :
9958992088
Pankaj :
8130604727

ALP@ All Relatives, Friends and Entire Team of
ABILITIES INDIA PISTONS & RINGS LTD.

A

H!T\:'Flillllﬂ-

Resi.: 18 C, Shri Ram Road, Civil Lines, Delhi

For any information call
Vinod : 9958992088
Pankaj : 8130604727

S:an QR Cnde

Pubkshod torthe Proproiom, Bennotl, Soleman & Co Ui by Rajooy Yaday &1 Tioses Housa, 7,Bohadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Dethi - 180002 and prnted by nimat Times Of Indio Press, 12, Site IV, indusirial Area, Sah#babad {UP). DainikJagran Press, Flot NO. G221, Selaga Industrial Arse, DenmduniU TTAAAKHAMD  and Daini Jagran Press . Binamman Magla, Pl Byparss Hoad, Bameily (UF and Bennet Coleman & Go.ad FiotHo. 78, Secior M-, Transpor! Hub, Industrial Model Township, Manesar Hargna-122058 Fogd. Qe Or
Dadahtal Meoeni Ana, Mumbal: 400001, Edior | Dal Market)  Diwakar Astana - sepons e for selacion ol news indar PRE Act, @ Allrghts mearad. Aaproduction inwhoda o in farwihoul weten permissaon of Publsharis protebiled
Rl B0 - BOEST
pdubad, Hydombad, Charre, Nagpur & vea R 5 00, Leb, Sonagar oo v B 2 00 Prosm Mepsl : NEP s 15 00
Beflachas i ey Deastha

Aar Charge ; &hm



THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

TIMES CITY

These Fraudsters Play ‘Card’ Trick
At ATMs To Clean Out Your Savings

Gang Removed Card Readers From Machines, Previously Involved In 25 Cases

Siddhivi.Singh
Etimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Next time yvour
card gets stuck in an auto-
mated teller machine
(ATM) while withdrawing
cash, beware! This could be
afraudster's work.

Fraudstershave deviseda
new trick where they remove
the card reader ot an ATM so
that the card gets stuck insi-
de the machine when being
used by a customer. Thereaf-
ter, the scammers offer help
to the customer by entering
their PIN. When it fails, they
ask the vietim to lodge a
complaint. After the custo-
mer leaves, they retrieve the
card and withdraw money.

Police said the gang of
ATM fraudsters, which was
busted on Sunday, were in-
volved in at least 25 similar
cases in the past.

In the most recent inci-
dent, the assailants fired
shots at a kiosk in Hauz Khas
when a passerby caught
them red-handed. The accu-
sed have been identified as
Vishal Neg1(30), Amit Mehra
(37), and Vijay Kumar (26).

According to Ankit Chau-
han, DCP (South), police re-
ceived a PCR call on April 19
regarding an attempted bre-
ak-in at an ATM and gunfire
in Gautam Nagar.

“A police team rushed to
the scene. Witnesses repor-

CHEAT CODES

HOW THE GANG OPERATED

ATM Tampering | Discreetly
removed card reader o
device from ATMs, spray

painted CCTVs =l

‘é]] ATMs

Impersonation | Gang members

them to enter their PINs to
resolve the issue

Persistent issue | Even
after entering the PIN,

victims to leave and report the
problem to the bank

Fraudulent transactions | In
the meanwhile, the fraudsters
retrieved the cards,

& ... . transactions

fi’ and fled

Threat of violence |
the gang intimidated potential

Transaction interruption |
Victims' cards would get
stuck in these tampered

conducted unauthorised <

KEY PLAYERS

» According to police,
Vishal Negi and Amit
Mehra learned these
tricks online

» Residents of UP,
they confessed to
committing more than
25 such frauds

» Police seized five
credit/debit cards

would approach victims, persuading

i

the card remained stuck, prompting

Armed with weapons,

witnesses or authorities to escape

HOW TO STAY SAFE

1 Choose well-lit ATMs
and locations

2 Check for signs of
tampering

3 Always cover and
enter PIN

Handle transactions
independently

Monitor your
statements regularly

Report suspicious
activity

1

7 Stay
informed

:'E~ about scams

»

|

ted two men trving to tamper
with the ATM. When con-
fronted by the caller and
others, one of the suspects
brandished afirearm, shotin
the airand fled,” he said.

A case was registered un-
der relevant sections of the
TPC and Arms Act, and an in-
vestigation was initiated.

The DCP further explai-
ned, “CCTYV footage from ne-

arby cameras was analvsed.
revealing the suspects esca-
ping in an auto, We tollowed
this trail, eventually identi-
fying a vehicle. However;, its
registered address turned

out to be fake. Traffic chal-
lans, insurance details, and
violations associated with
the vehicle were analvsed,
leading us to an active mobi-
le number,” said the senior
police officer.

Police added that they we-
re able to pinpoint the loca-
tion of one of the accused.
“Following a raid, the three
were nabbed successtully.
Their involvement in several
similar incidents in Delhi
and Uttar Pradesh was revea-
led,” hesaid.

*Negi and Mehra would
tvpically position themsel-
ves inside the targeted ATMs,
spray painting cameras and
tampering with card rea-
ders,” explained Chauhan.

*“A third member would
monitor the happenings out-
side. When a victim's card
was stuck, the two would po-
se as customers and swiftly
intervene. They would per-
form transactions before the
victim gets alerted or blocks
their card. If caught, they
would brandish firearms
and threaten their victims
before fleeing.”

Police said the three ac-
cused were remanded to ju-
dicial custody Negi and
Mehra were found implica-
ted in seven cases within the
city Further investigations
remain underway to verify
their involvement in other
similar incidents,
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Falsely accusing

mental cruelty: HC

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Falsely accusing a spouse of an ex-
tramarital affair and questioning the paternity
of children amounts to severe mental cruelty,
Delhi High Court has said.

Justice Suresh Kait and Justice Neena Ban-
sal Krishna, in a recent decision, upheld a fami-
Iy court's verdict in a case of matrimonial dis-
pute where the husband had sought divorce on
the ground of mental cruelty.

The bench concluded that it is the man who
had inflicted mental erueltv and could not cite
that as a ground to seek relief, and added that
making baseless allegations against a spouse,
especially involving character and fidelity, and
rejecting the children’s legitimacy inflicts pro-
found mental anguish and damages the matri-
monial bond irreparably.

Such actions represent the gravest form of
insultand crueltvand it is the wife who suffered
cruelty, said the court.

Duringthe proceedings, it was revealed that

DPCC, NGT may
spouse of infidelity team up to tackle
noise pollution

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) has reqguested the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) to form a joint committee to con-
duct fresh inspections at Hauz Khas village to
ascertainthetotal numberof restaurants, pubs,
and eateries functioning there and to check the-
ir compliance with noise pollution norms.

Fines will be
imposed if deci-
bel levels are fo-
und to be bevond
permissible  li-
mitsinthearea.

In a report
submitted to
NGT on April 16,
DPCC told the tri-

DPCC told NGT
that it had sealed
three restaurants
in the area for
operating without
a valid ‘consent
to operate’

bunal that it had sealed three restaurants in
the area for operating without a valid ‘con-

sent to operate’,

In another report submitted on April 22,

Speeding Jaguar hits cab at Dhaula Kuan, 3 injured

the wrong thoroughfare, and collided

with the cab,” said a police officer.
Cops added that the duo in the Ja-

cuar suffered minor injuries in the

DPCC said it found 31 eateries in the area but
MCD’'srecordssayithasissued health licencesto
30 restaurants, while an earlier inspection by a
joint committee only found 23 restaurants there,

“The number of eateries in the Hauz Khas

although the man repeatedly accused his wife
of being unfaithful and having relationships
with multiple men, but during cross-examina-
tion he admitted to having no evidence to sub-
stantiate hisclaim.

Times NEws NETWORK

The front bumper and
bonnet were obliterated by
the impact of the accident,

™ T ] w7 TITTTTT
e e
New Delhi: A cab driver and his two 7 S E g
passengers suffered grievous injuri- . .

es after a 23-year-old student alleged- the windshield was accident but fled the scene immedia- Noting that the husband “has consistently area needs to be reconfirmed. Therefore, a jo-
ly lost control of a speeding luxury . tely after the incident. and persistently, adamantly raised doubts abo- int team consisting of officials from revenue
car and hit their vehicle. Shaﬁeredi and the chassis In the visuals that have surfaced utthecharacterof therespondentandmadeun- dept, MCD, DPCC, Delhi Police and Delhi Fire

Early in the morning, a speeding was also deformed on social media, one can see a white substantiated and reprehensible allegations Services under the coordination or chair-

Jaguar allegedly collided with the
cab, two other vehicles, and then a di-
vider before coming to a halt near so-
uthwest Delhi's Dhaula Kuan.

Police havearrested the student, a
resident of Saraswati Vihar, who had
been driving the vehicle, He was ac-
companied by a 25-yvear-old woman at
the time of the incident.

According to Rohit Meena, DCP
(south-west), police received a PCR

manshipof SDM(Hauz Khas)may be constitu-
ted by the NGT tocheck thefactual status by re-
visiting the area,” said DPCC.

Itaddedthattheexercise would include me-
asuring noise levels at all eateries and pubs
identified in the area.

In Dec last year, a joint team of the DPCC
and the sub-divisional magistrate (Hauz Khas)
found 10 restaurants in the area that did not
meet noise norms. These were fined Rs 10,000
each under the Noise Pollution (Regulation

against her character and asserted that she was
having illicit relationship not only with one but
with many other persons”, the court criticised
him for the relentless and degrading nature of
his accusations, which also targeted the inno-
cent children by questioning their paternity:
“These false and completely unsubstantia-
ted accusations of the appellant did not stop
him in even blatantly denying the parentage of
his own son and daughter when he deposed in
his cross-examination that ‘T have no faith that

Jaguar in a mangled condition. The
front bumper and bonnet were oblite-
rated by the impact of the accident,
the windshield was shattered, and
the chassis was alsodeformed. Pieces
of the vehicle could be spotted lving
all over the road.
Copssaidtheaccused had been bo-
oked under sections 279 (rash dri-
ving)and 337 (negligence}of the Indi-
an Penal Code. Police are awaiting

and two passengers, were injured in
the accident,” he said.

The cab driver was identified as
Harjeet Singh, a resident of Shalaarpur,

During the investigation, it came
to light that the Jaguar driver, along
with a female co-passenger, was dri-
ving towards MNaraina. “On the Ring
Road, the driver was speeding and
lost control of the vehicle, due to

WRECKED

dent involving three vehicles. “A te-
am rushed to the spot and found that
the injured had been shifted to some
unknown hospitals. Later, it came to

callaround 4.55amregardinganacci-

light that three people, a cab driver

which he crossed the grill, entered

the medico-legal certificate.

thechildren belong tome’,” the bench noted.

and Control) Rules, 2000.
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K L A. T E R ” Times News NETwoRK
New Delhi: An 18-vear-old
man who ran fake advertise-
ments online and phished
money from unsuspecting
victims has been arrested
by Delhi Police in Jhark-
hand's Jamtara.

The accused used remo-
te desktop apps to take cont-
rol of his victims' compu-
ters. Police found that the
accused had siphoned over
Rslcroresofar

Rivaj Ansari started put-
ting up fake advertisements
on search engine websites in
such a way that if ausersear-
ched for the official customer
care helpline of a particular
service provider, web links

SY WITH

GERS AND

The Crossword Cult would redirect to his website.

In this way, an unsuspec-

ting airline ticket holder, a

Are you one of us? professor of Jawaharlal

Nehru University, searched
the name of the carrier to
avail himself of a cancella-

Man stabs wife to death in northwest Delhi, arrested

New Delhi: A 27-year-old woman was stabbed to death allegedly by her husband in northwest Del-
hi's Bharat Nagar on Saturday owing toa marital dispute. Suspect Javed, a resident of Jahangir-
puri, tried to flee but was nabbed by the public and handed over to cops. a police officer said. Du-
ringinquiry it wasrevealed that Javed and Afsana got marriedabout six yearsagoand Afsanaand
their two kids were residing at her father's home since Jan due to some disputes. Police said the
man attacked the woman with a Kitchen knife when she was returning from the market.

tion refund.

The user dialled a num-
ber given on the website, and
the accused represented
himself as a customer care
representative of theairline.
The victim was then asked to
download a remote desktop
control applicationtolodgea

Delhi cops arrest teen
who duped people
via fake ads in Jamtara

complaint, but a phishing
link was provided to him.
The link resembled a bank
account details form, simi-
lar to those used by banks.

Once the victim entered
his bank details, the fraud-
ster logged into his netban-
King and siphoned off more
than Rs7lakh.

A complaint was registe-
red with the police. Investi-
gation into the money trail
revealed that the money was
sent to four accounts in diffe-
rent locations across the co-
untry, such as Kolkata, Mum-
bai, Ludhiana and Varanasi.

Police traced the mobile
number advertised, and it
was traced to Jharkhand's
Jamtara. A police raid in the
wee hours of the morning re-
sulted in theapprehension of
Ansari, and the discovery of
his brother and accomplice
in the cyber fraud, Mukhtar:

Deputy commissioner of
police (southwest) Rohit Me-
ena said, “The area of the
operation was very chal-
lenging as Jamtara is one of
the most infamous hotspots
for cybercrime. The team
made an intensive search.
After long surveillance and
adedicated search, the accu-
sed wasapprehended.”

School Buzz

Around 131 students from Jain Bhara-
ti Mrigavati Vidyalaya, GT Karnal Road
gave an enchanting presentation at
the Bharat Mandapam, Pragati
Maidan on the occasion of Bhagwan
Mahavir Nirvan . The event was or-
ganised by the Cultural Ministry of Indian Gov-
ernment to commemorate the 2550th Bhagwan
Mahavir Nirvan Mahotsav. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. Arjun Ram Meghwal, Union Minister
of Law and Justice (IC) and Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs & Culture, Meenakshi Le-
khi, Minister of State for External Affairs graced

-——-'_"J
TIMES

Jain Bharati Mrigavati Vidyalaya, GT Karnal Road

the oceasion. The PM also appreciated the tableaus
prepared by the students of Jain Bharati based on
the jeevan charit of Lord Mahavir Thereafter,
Prime Minister watched a "Nrityva Natika" present-
ed by the students based on Bhagwan Mahaveer
Swami titled “ Vartaman Mein Vardhman”.

CRPF Public School, Rohini took a proactive step
towards ensuring the safety and security of all
students and staff by conducting a comprehensive
Fire Safety Mock Drill. Collaborating with officers
from the Delhi Fire Safety Academy, Sector XIV
Rohini, the school aimed to educate and prepare
everyone for potential emergencies. School prin-
cipal Nidhi Chaudhary felicitated the team of fire
officers and presented a sapling to SO Bhupender

Sharma. The drill served to familiarise students
and staff’ with fire safety measures and emergency
procedures. Teachers diligently briefed students
on emergency exit plans, evacuation routes, and
safety protocols. With three headcounts scheduled
throughout the drill, including before leaving the
building, reaching the assembly ground, and re-
turning to classrooms, the importance of account-
ability and coordination was emphasized. Special
attention was given to students with special needs,
ensuring their safe evacuation with the assistance
of designated buddy students.

Maharaja Agarsain Public School, Ashok Vihar, em-
barked on a two-day international cultural ex-
change, fostering strong bonds with educators from
Mexico. The exchange unfolded with a welcome
for Ms Marysol and Ms Gabriela, followed by a tour
of the school premises. A captivating storytelling
session emerged as a cultural bridge, weaving tales
from India and Mexico. The exchange of handwrit-

Maharaja Agarsain Pu

ten letters and thoughtful gifts further solidified
the budding friendships. From relishing the fla-
vours of traditional Indian cuisine to embarking
on explorations of iconic landmarks such as the
majestic Red Fort, bustling Chandni Chowlk, serene
Bangla Sahib Gurudwara, and the revered Hanu-
man Mandir, each moment enriched the cultural
exchange, In the spirit of mutual learning, educa-
tors seized opportunities to exchange teaching
methodologies, gaining valuable insights into
pedagogical approaches from different corners of
the globe

Mount Abu Public School, Rohini commemorated the
Earth Day with unwavering enthusiasm. Emile
MWEPESL Charge d'affaires of the High Commis-
sion of Rwanda in New Delhi, graced the occasion
as the chief guest. Middle school students were
treated to a special session featuring Rakesh Kha-
tri, renowned environmentalist, who shed light on
this year's theme, 'Planet V/s Plastic'. The school
organised an interschool competition, 'Eco Craft’

MCD’s Parking Plan
Parked For 3 Years

17 Colonies In Focus, But Little Progress On Ground

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Three vears after
the notification of the capi-
tal's parking policy, MCD has
not madesignificant progress
on the implementation of the
Parking Area Management
Plans (PAMP).

In 2020, MCD prepared
plans for at least 17 colonies
and submitted these to Delhi
govt's transport department.
Except for four, approvals we-
re not granted for the rest,
MCD officials said.

Now, MCD has decided to
conduct a fresh surveys in the
remaining areas as the situa-
tion on the ground has chang-
ed. Delhi govt has not com-
mented on this matter,

The existing circumstan-
ces raise questions over the
implementation of the Com-
mission for Air Quality Ma-
nagement (CAQM)'s direc-
tion until Aug30. The commit-
tee has asked urban local bo-
dies to develop ward-wise
PAMP and increase or ratio-
nalise parking charges to dis-
courage private vehicles du-
ring thisperiod.

Of thefour approved plans,
two were implemented in Laj-
pat Nagar Il and Lajpat Nagar
Market. Due to changes sug-
gested by local people at there-
maining two places — Gulmo-
har Park and Neeti Bagh—the
plans remained stuck.

The nod is still awaited for
Anand Lok, Aurobindo Marg
(II'T to ALIMS), Geetanjali En-
clave, Green Park Extension,
Kailash Colony, Kailash Hills,
Punjabi Bagh banguet halls,
Malviya Nagar, Panchsheel
Enclave, Safdarjung Develop-
ment Area, and Siddharth Ex-
tension Pocket-B from 2021.

While the civic body cla-
1ms a lack of support from lo-
cal people, insufficient par-
king space and other factors
atfected the implementation
of the plans, people argue that

the authorities have no will.

Mount Abu Public School, Rohini

and 'Eco Theatre', drawing active participation
from schools across Delhi. School principal Jyoti
Arora urged students to become proactive ‘earth-
ists’, instilling a sense of responsibility towards
the planet. The day saw a myriad of engaging ac-
tivities including creating signages, oratory con-
tests, artwork, and recvcling initiatives. Street
plays served as impactful reminders of the need
for environmental stewardship.

GURGAON

FOR SALE.LUXURY 4BHE IN
DLF3.V BLOCK.4 FLOORS
READY TO MOVE IN.SEMI
FURNISHED,.CONTACT
GETOO00934_ 95 10027750

JAIPUR

PEB 5hed 81000 Sqft. on lease
fior Warehouse/ Industrial Unit
at M-World City (SEZ), Ajmer
road, Jaipur., Mahender:-
44143350

KANPUR

EANPUR/UP
To-Let epaclious halls at
Basement, Ground and 3 Floors
of 2200s5qft Each, posh
connected vicinity, preferably
for corporates, Location Ashok
Magar/Motilheel
Mob : 9753000408

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC Notice: SEBI Final
Order no, 30278 dated 18-4-2024
w.r.t Trade sharks., Clienta
please approach me for a
refund. Refund Modality: E-
transfer., Address- 454,
Nagalakshmi illam,
Karizsalkulam, Vilangudi,
Nhadurai 625018, Ph-4113650165

LDC.

We, Louis Dreyfus
Company India Pvt Lid
pat of LDC Group
(LDC) wish to inform
general public that some
fraudsters not
associated with LDC
have maliciously created
an APP using 'LDC’ logo
and trademark on fake
websites to ftrick third
parties alluring them to
make investments for
doubling their money.
General public at large
are cautioned to refrain
from getting cheated /
duped by such fake
Apps, videos, websites,
elc.
These scam videos and
fake websites are not
issued, hosted or
supported by LDC and
bear no responsibility
for any claims made by
these fake Apps [ web-
sites / videos,
Anybody investing their
money and resources on
the basis of the above
shall do it at their own
cost and consequences
and LDC shall not be
held liable.
Arun Sood
(Vice President)
Corporate Affairs
For Louis Dreyfus
Company India Pvt Ltd
68/2, Znd Floor, RNM
Centre, New Delhi-110001

SITUATION
VACANT

ACCOUNTS

TIMES i n te rs P  Tobookyourad

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

MEDICAL

RE@D Part time
Physiotherapist with 2 Yrs
exp. at Charltable elinie ai
Fitampura Delhi 110034,
Whatsapp Resume on
B RANRG, RN T 6T .

SITUATION

B.PT,

VACANT

ACCOUNTANT

REQD aAccountant with
mini. Experience 5yrs
Expert in Tally Prime , GST
, TDS, income tax, banking,
mail resume; accountsi
jdg.in

MARKETING,
ADVERTISING &

A leading Pvt Ltd Co. based in
Rohini & involved in Railway
Track Construction work s
looking for HR executive &
Accounts person with 2-3 yrs
experience. Construction line
candidate preferred. Interested
candidates send their resume
with expected salary on email:
peenecmandal@vahoo.com

SALES

MARKETING

REQD: Lead Business
Development Professional with
min 7+ exp ih manpower
supply and contract staffing.
Attractive Salary. Work
location: New Delhi, Applv:
hrilconceptia.co.in

CHANGE OF NAME

L, Shaina W/O Arif Hasan R/0O
0-39, Gali Mumber - 2, Nala
Road, Laxmi Garden, Loni
Deshat, Lond, Ghazstabad - 201102
have changed my name to Mrs,
shaina Hasan post marriage
vide alfidavit dated 257420824
Sworn before notary Kamal
Chand, Ghaziabacd,

Readers are recommended to make

= appropriate enquires and seek

GO appropriate advice before sending
money, incurring any expenses, acting
on medical recommendations or
entering into any commitment in relation
to any advertisement published in this
publication. The Times of India Group
doesn't vouch for any claims made by
the Advertisers of products and
services. The Printer, Publisher, Editor,
and the owners of The Times of India
Group publications shall not be held
liable for any consequences, in the
event such claims are not honoured by
the Advertisers.

INVESTOR'S
PARADISE

.

B \::_'\

‘ BUSINESS ‘

PROPOSALS

)

9810076081 °

*INVESTORS / Finane-
« Jers & JV For Investment
s proposalilt Cr to 1000 )
: with v.attractive Roi

- shivambharigmail.com

ADVANCE Tech. 2500MT
CA Cold store with Imported
Machlnery near Chandlzarh
for Sale, CLU land 5400 sq yds
with all govi. permissions.
Cont, 9815503377, 6281559255
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TO
ADVERTISE IN

MATRIMONIAL

PLEASE CONTACT:

Anshul: 9310298131

Rajeev: 9560002888

To place an ad in | TIMES Inferilg»

| P e

Logon to :
ads.timesgroup.com

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
West Bangal Medical Services
Corporation Ltd. is inviting electronic
bids for procurement of equipment [
item for the Sub-Centre{SC), Primary
Health Centrei PHC), Block Public Health
Unit {BPHU) and Urban Primary Health
Unit (UPHC) of the State of West Bengal
under 15th Finance Commissian per
details indicated in below:
Item (Qty.}- 09 (Nine) different types of
medical equipment, Bid Ref. Mo.
WEBMSCL/MIT-247/2024; Dated-
25.04.2024, Last date of submission of
online bid: 24.05.2024 up to 05:00 PM.
Remarks- 2nd call of Bid Ref Mo,
WBMSCL/NIT-611/2023, Dated-
16.10.2023. Interested Bidders may
download the tender document and
submit their bids online at the website
wwwowbtenders.govin The tender
document may also be downloaded
from the websites:
www.whbhealth.gov.in and
www. whmsc pov.in 5d/- General
Manager & Joint Secretary, Health &
Family Welfare Department.
ICA-T7888(3)/2024

TIMES Infer:la»

To place an ad in

These included Gulmohar Park,

Marg (IIT to AlIMS), Geetanjali
Enclave, Green Park Extension,

Neeti Bagh, Anand Lok, Aurobindo

Kailash Colony, Kailash Hills, Punjabi
Bagh banquet halls, Malviya Nagar...

STUCK IN SLOW LANE

Delhi Maintenance and Management of Parking Places Rules
were notified in Sept 2019

WHAT IT RECOMMENDS
Civic bodiesto | Regularise . Dynamic pricing
make ‘parking | haphazard parking . mechanism for
area management | inresidentialand @ parking in peak and
plans’' commercial spaces ' non-peak hours

MCD prepared a plan for 17 locations...

' ..But plan implemented
. only at two locations

. Lajpat Nagar Market

- and Lajpat Nagar Il

- (did not sustain

- for long) T

WHY | While CAQM stresses

of plan, experts believe locals
involvement is must
E -

upon ward-wise implementation

i __
What is parking area
management plan

» Aims at improving

availability of on-street
and off-street parking

» Utilise road space

for the convenience of
users, with priority to
pedestrians, cyclists,
emergency vehicles and
vending zones

AtLajpat Nagar I11, the par-
king signs installed for PAMP
were being ignored. “The resi-
dents demanded changes, and
there was resistance. As a re-
sult, the plan could not be rol-
led out properly, and funds
spent went down the drain,” a
resident said. People were also
not in favour of parking vehi-
cles away from their houses.

In Lajpat Nagar Il Central
market, the market association
was operating the parking
when PAMP was implemented.
“Werantheparkingasperplan
for three vears, but recently the
site has been tendered out to a
private agency, and now, the
new contractor will need to en-
sure the norms are fulfilled,”
sald Ashwani Marwah, gene-
ral secretaryof the Traders As-
sociation, Lajpat Nagan

MCD officials that as a
priority, they plan to take up
the project at Nizamuddin
Basti, where stack parking is
operational. “Hundreds come
to the dargah in cars and bu-
ses. The plans will decongest
thearea,” said an official.

Experts believe that PAMP
will be successful only when
the civic body ensures citi-
zens' participation.

Anumita Rovchowdhury
executive director for rese-
arch and advocacy at the Cent-
re for Science and Environ-
ment, said that three pilot pro-
jects at Lajpat Nagar, Kamla
Nagar and Krishna Nagar rol-
led out successfully. "Two co-

uld not survive because of a
lack of willingness. Theideais
not to legalise parking on in-
ternal roads but arterial and
sub-arterial roads should be
covered. If there is excessive
resistance, then regulation
and enforcement is an option
to automatically decongest the
city which is a long-term
objective. In Shahjahanabad,
the plan is implemented, and
in Karol Bagh, the plan was in
forceaslongastheadministra-
tion was supervising the pro-
ject. If the civic body spends
funds collected through the ra-
tionalisation of parking fees
on upgrading parking infrast-
ructure, then people will come
forward to support,” she said.
The Delhi Maintenance
and Management of Parking
Places Rules, 20019, were notifi-
ed in September of that year
Under the policy, civic bodies
were to make PAMPs and re-
gularise haphazard parkingin
residential and commercial
areas. It also recommended a
dynamic pricing mechanism
for peak and non-peak hours.
“Regarding the rationali-
sation of prices, we have pre-
pared a preamble, and it is wa-
iting for a nod from the stan-
ding committee. The city is
busy throughout the day, and
fixing peak and non-peak ho-
urs is not feasible. Increasing
parking charges to discoura-
ge people from taking out the-
ir vehicles is the only solu-
tion,” an MCD official said.

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

shopping

e g P e b

WATCHES

]
i « o L L ..
L} hl.' L]
.
E e L
- -

Scan QR Code

CLOCKS AND ‘

Al ASTROLOGER o
fasy &t fRar 2,9 —

gchl fedad &b e &
3 {9 $© wrerar & £

' WE BUY Used Watches
» Rolex, Omega, Tudor, AP, -
. Cartier, Patek Philippe,
»Chopard, Breguet ete. :
Al s Satvam @ BES1T22339. .

L ]

Visit our Website:

.aiastrologer.com | Ai Astrologer - Gurudev Vashist

TIMES Inter:lg»

i ,m,i" g

% GETITON
# _Google Play

Download the App Now

TO ADVERTISE IN CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CALL:

TENDER /
PUBLIC NOTIGE:

9312633518

PROPERTY:
9999499496

MATRIMONIAL:
9310298131

9312633518

CHANGE OF NAME /
LOST & FOUND:
8130604727

RECRUITMENT &

EDUCATION:
9811790649

SHOPPING:
9312633518

SERVICES /
VEHICLES & TRAVEL:

9999499496




More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

TIMES NATION

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024

MODI CAUSING BITTERNESS IN SOCIETY, HAS
NO MORAL RIGHT TO CONTINUE AS PM: LALU

THE MORE VOTES YOU GIVE TO CONGRESS, THE

STRONGER BJP GETS IN BENGAL, SAYS MAMATA _ /

Coast Guard seizes Pak boat - China continues LAC infra build-up 4 yrs

Tines News NETWORK

with drugs worth ¥600cr

Ahmedabad: A Pakistani
boat with around 86kg
of heroin worth Rs 600 cro-
re was seized off the Guja-
rat coast and its crew of 14
fromthe neighbouring coun-
trv arrested.

Indian Coast Guard(ICG)
alongwith Gujarat Anti-Ter-
rorist Squad (ATS) and Nar-
cotics Control Bureau (NCB)
made the seizure after inter-
cepting the boat early on
April 26, the agencies said
Sundav ATS officers said the
contraband was to be re-
ceived by a Tamil Nadu-
based drugcartel and its des-
tination was Sri Lanka.

This was the second big
operation against the drug
mafia within two days. The
other involved seizures of
mephedrone worth Rs 230
crore from two labs in Guja-
rat's Gandhinagar and Am-
reli, and a third in Rajas-
than's Sirohi. The raids led
tothe arrest of 13 people.

Nasir Hussain, 62, the
captain of the drugs-laden
Pakistani boat “Al Raza”,

Coast Guard personnel with crew members of the Pakistani boat from
which 86kg of heroin was seized off the Gujarat coast

took a bullet in his hand fired
by officers when he tried to
resist the operation, a Guja-
rat cop said. Later, Hussain
had surgery in hospital to
have the bullet removed.
Hussain and his13 associ-
ates are from Pakistan’s Ba-
lochistan province, the offi-
cers said. The heroin con-
signment was sent by a Pa-
kistan-based drug mafioso,
named Haji Aslam alias Ba-
bu Baloch. Gujarat DGP Vi-

kas Sahay said the drugs
were kept “in 78 packets”.

The operation followed
an input to Gujarat ATS that
the boat from Karachi would
pass the International Mari-
time Boundary Line (IMBL)
off the Porbandar coast. A
joint team of the three agen-
cies was then formed for the
operation nearly 180 nauti-
cal miles (330km) from
IMBL. The investigation was
handed over to NCB.

Manipur tribal village
euard shot dead by
unknown men; 3 hurt

Guwahati: A day after two CRPF personnel were killed

: in Manipur’s Bishnupur district, a tribal village guard

: was shot dead by unidentified gunmen in a post-mid-

. night attack in Kangpokpi district on Sunday. Three oth-
ers were reportedly injured, reports Kangkan Kalita,

Lammang Kipgen, 44 and a father of five, wasaresident

of L Molsang village in Sadar Hills. The Committee on

Tribal Unity called a 12-hour shutdown in the area against

the killing. “The enemy unleashed incessant attacks,

raining bullets on Kipgen and his village volunteer

. friends. He had all the familial prosperity a man could

: hope for, with every reason to abstain from risking his

Navy rescues
oil tanker hit by
Houthi missiles

in Red Sea

New Delhi: Indian Navy has
come to the rescue of yet anoth-
ercommercial vessel, the Pana-
ma-flageed crude oil tanker
Andromeda Star, after it sus-
tained minor damage in a mis-
sile attack by the Iran-backed
Houthirebels in the Red Sea.

Destrover INS Kochi, re-
sponding to the “maritime se-
curity incident”, rushed to
the aid of Andromeda Star,
which had a 30-member crew,
including 22 Indian nationals,
an officer said on Sunday.

“First, an aerial reconnais-
sance by a helicopter was un-
dertaken to assess the situa-
tion. Then, an explosive ord-
nance disposal team boarded
the merchant vessel for resid-
ual risk assessment. The crew
members were found to be
safe,” he added. The oil tanker
is now continuing its transit to
Vadinar in India.

“The Navy's swift action
reiterates the commitment
and resolve of the forece in
safeguarding the seafarers
plying through the region,”
the officer said.

frontlines,”

life. But, he volunteered to defend one of the most volatile
Churachandpur-based Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum (ITLF) said. In Imphal West's Koutruk
village, a gunfight broke out between village volunteers of
two warring communities on Sunday morning. This vil-
lage has been among the worst-hit since the outbreak of vi-
olence in the state in Mayv last vear. There were no reports
of any casualty Villagers were evacuated to safer places.

Repolling in 6 outer Manipur LS booths on April 30
Guwahati: EC has ordered fresh elections in six polling
booths of Outer Manipur Lok Sabha constituency on
¢ Tuesday (April 30), reports Kangkan Kalita.
: Officials said EVMs and VVPATs weredamaged in four

of the six polling stations before voting could be completed
during the second phase of polls on April 26. In the other
two booths, voting was disrupted due to “threat, intimida-

tion, andmobviolence”. Theoffice of Manipur CEQ on Sat-
urday stated EC has directed that polling in the six polling
stations on April 26 be declared void. Four of the polling sta-
tionsfallunder Ukhrul (§T)assembly constituency and one
each in Chingai(ST)and Karong (5T) assembly segments.

Into face-off, shows latest sat imagery

Focus On Last-Mile Connectivity Through Roads, Bridges, Tunnels & Helipads

AFP/File phaoto

Rajat. Pandit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Four vears into
the face-to-face military con-
frontation in eastern La-
dakh, which also triggered
tensionsall alongthe Lineof
Actual Control, there has
beennolet-up in the way Chi-
na continues to build border
infrastructure and dual-use
‘Kiaokang' villages, streng-
then military positions and
deploy additional aircraft at
its air-basesfacing India.

Latest satellite imagery;
intelligence reports and other
inputs show this ongoing Chi-
nese activity in all the three
gsectors of the 3,488-km LAC,
stretching from Ladakh to
Arunachal Pradesh, defence
and security establishment
sources told TOL

“People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) is relentlessly consoli-
dating its military positions
and support infrastructure in
various depth and staging ar-
eas along the LAC, including
nearthe buffer zones created af-
ter troop disengagements In
eastern Ladakh,” asourcesaid.

China, for instance, recent
Iy completed construction of a
road from the north of Sam-
zungling to the Galwan Valley,

Increased PLA activity is seen in the eastern sector near Tawang in
Arunachal Pradesh and Naku La in north Sikkim, a defence source said.
India also continues to match PLA with ‘mirror military deployments’

providing the PLA withal5-km
shorter alternate axis to rapid-
Iy build-up troops in the area.
A no-patrol buffer zone
was created around Patroll-
ing Point-14 in Galwan Valley
three weeks after the violent
¢lash in which 20 Indian sol-
diersand an unspecified num-
ber of Chinese troops were
killed there on June 15, 2020,
Similarly sources said,
PLA has been progressively
strengthening military and
transport infrastructuretothe
rear of the other buffer zones
on both banks of Pangong Tso,
including the Kailash range,
and Gogra-Hot Springs, all of
which have largely come up in

areas that India considers its
own territory.
PLAhasalsobeenfocussing
on lastmile connectivity
through roads, bridges, tunnels
and helipadstoitsforward posi-
tions, while also constructing
new bunkers, camps. under-
ground shelters, artillery posi-
tions, radar sites and ammuni-
tion dumps in other stretches
of the LAC. “This increased
PLA activity isespecially being
seen in the eastern sector
across Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh and Naku La in north
Sikkim,” another source said.
India, of course, continues
to match the PLA with “mir-
ror militaryv deployments”,

while it has also majorly
cranked up infrastructure
and capability development
along the frontier, as earlier
reported by TOL.

China has also offset some
of itsaircombatdisadvantage
due to high-altitude terrain
constraints by deploving ad-
ditional fighters, bombers, re-
connaissance aircraft and
drones after upgrading its air-
fields like Hotan, Kashgar,
Gargunsa, Shigatse, Bangda,
Nyingchi and Hoping, among
others, with new and extend-
ed runways, hardened shel-
ters, fuel and ammunition
storage facilities.

Latest inputs, for instance,
show two new JH-TA fighter-
bombers and three Y-20 heavy-
lift aircraft, among others, de-
ployved at Hotan in Xinjiang to
addtothealmost50J-11and J-7
fighters, five Y-8 and ¥-7 trans-
port aircraft and KJ-500
AEW&C (airborne early-
warning and control) aireraft
already present there.

sources say new Chinese
dual-use “Xiaokang' border
villages are also regularlv be-
ing built and older ones being
“populated” along the disput-
ed stretches of the LAC, espe-
cially in the eastern sector, to

reinforce PLA positions as
well as lay claim to territory.

China has been building as
many as 628 such border de-
fence villages to fortify the bor-
ders of the Tibetan Autono-
mous Region with India and
Bhutan over the last few vears,
asearlier reported by TOI.

“All this clearly indicates
PLA will continue to perma-
nently station troops in for-
ward locations along the LAC,
even if eventually there is
some sort of disengagement
at the two major persisting
face-off sites at Depsang and
Demchok ineastern Ladakh,”
asource said.

Itwason May 5-6 in2020that
dozens of Indian and Chinese
soldiers were injured in the
first major clash that erupted
on the north bank of Pangong
Tso after the PLAs well-
planned multiple incursions
intoeastern Ladakh caught In-
dia off-guard initially.

Four vears later, there are
currently 50,000 to 60,000
PLA troops with heavy weap-
onry forward deploved in the
western (Ladakh) and cen-
tral sectors (Uttarakhand,
Himachal) as well as 90,000
soldiers in the eastern one
(Sikkim, Arunachal).

Village defence guard killed by terrorlsts in J&K

L] u
4 tourists killed
] [ §
as taxifallsinto
river in Kashmir
Srinagar: At least four tour-
15ts lost their lives, and two oth-
ers were injured when their
taxi skidded off a snowy road
and plunged into the Nallah
Sindh river near Sonmarg in
north Kashmir's Ganderbal
district Sunday following
snowfalland rain in the region.
Two tourists are reported mis-
sing, reports Saleem Pandit.
The two injured have been

taken to Srinagar's SKIMS
hospital for treatment.

Sanjay Khajuria | tnn

Jammu: A Village Defence Guard
(VDG) member attached to security
forcescombing aforested area for sus-
pected Pakistani terrorists was fatal-
ly shot during a gunfight at Basant-
garh in J&K's Udhampur district on
Sunday. The deceased was Mohd Sha-
rief (48) from Basantgarh's Lower Po-

nar, police said.

Sources said four suspected Pakista-
ni infiltrators knocked at the door of a
resident of Kothi Basantgarh and asked
him about the route from Chanali to
Suspecting something was

Payali.
amiss, he alerted police.

Security personnel pay tribute to 'u'lHElﬂE
defence guard Mohammad Sharief, who was
killed in a gunfight in Udhampur district

of the

“Based on the tip-off about terrorists
holed up in Chochru Gala heights, securi-
ty forces, along with VDG members, raid-
ed the area around 7.45am. The encoun-

ter in the Tharua forests at Seri Gala last-
ed half an hour, during which a member

raid team received gunshot

wounds and later succumbed to inju-
ries,” a police spokesperson said.

A joint team of police, army and
CRPF was dispatched to the area to
strengthen the cordon after the terror-
1stsfled deep into the forest.

“The area has been sealed. A search
is underway to flush out the terrorists,”
police said. Basantgarh has been a tra-
ditional route for terrorists to infiltrate
the Valley from Kathua district via Se-
ojdhar in Doda district.

ADGP Anand Jain said the terror-
1sts belonged to two groups.
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No. COSCRIPL Ble-Tender/ 190162 Date:
2442024, The following e-Tenders can be
accessed under the link wwwilreps.gov.in
CHTers for such e<Tender can be subrmitted
only electromically by accessing the link
www,ireps.gov.in - login = E-Tender
Stores/Supply Vendors may also contact the
1L1I1uu.imz officials o obtain clarnfication
!'I][l'l_l} particular tender or IREPS related
urrnaunn if any, Dv.CMM/HOQ/CLW/
E |'|I11"I!I'E|FIJ-EII1. 0341-2525594 or SMM/CON/
HOy, 0341-253563 1. Office Address: Office
of the PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan.
SL Moo [1].Tender No.: 732337308, Briel
Description of Item: Axle Box Bearing for
WAP-5 Loco as per Drg, No: - LAD16-01494
Rev-2., [Warranty Period: 30 Months after
the date of delivery]. Quantity: 40,00
Numbers. Earnest Money Deposit {Rupees):
T 5192000, Tender Closing Date & Time
(18T 237052024 at 11:00 AM.
PCVIM/CLW/Chittaranjan

Like ws om: www. iacehook.comielwralwaysy

PR5/39%97

Purvanchal Vidyut Vitaran
Nigam Limited Vidyut Nagar,
P.O. - BLW Varanasi-221 004
Short Term E-Tender Notice
(Corrigendum) E-tender already
have been invited for the foll-
owing material on dated
09.03.2024, the following corri-
gendum is to be done as under.
The tender will be accepted up
to at 15.00 hrs. Please visit
website www.etender.up.nic.
in for details/download and for
any other corrections/amend-
ments/modifications/extensions
till the date of submission of
bids. Sl.No., Tender Speci-
fication No., Name of Material,
Revised Material Name. 1.
EAV-196/23-24, 10 MVA
Transformer, 11 Mtr. PCC
Pole. 2. EAV-197/23-24, 63
KVA Transformer, Different
Size Control Cable. SUPER-

INTENDING ENGINEER (MM-
1) “Save Electricity in the in-

terest of Nation” RO 1846
dated 27.04 24

CHITTARANJAN LOCOMOTIVE WORKS
@ OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE 3?:-_._

Mo, COS/CR)PUBSe-Tender/19/0162
Drte: 230472024, The following e-Tenders
can be accessed under the link
www.ireps.gov.in. Offers for such e-Tender
can be submitted only electronically by
accessmg the link www.ireps.gov.in—
login - E-Tender Stores/Supply. Vendors
may also contact the following officials 1o
obtuin clanfication regarding particular
tender or IREPS related information
if any, Dv.CMM/HQUC LW Chittaranjan,
0341-2525594 or SMM/CON/HOQ,
0341-2535631, Office Address: Office of
the PCMM/S CLW/Chittaranjan, 51, No.:
[1]. Tender No.: 75245033, Briel
Description of [tem: 3D adjustable 360
degree rotational deiver seat similar o Vande
bharat a4 per Specn no: CLW/MS3021 ALy
and attached Drg, for WA P-3 HOG compliant
locos with acrodynsmic cab appearance, for
Amrit Bharat trains in push-puoll operation.
[Warranty Period: 30 Months after
the date of delivery], Cuantitv: 440,00
Mumbers, Earncst Money Deposit
{(Rupeesy: T 2000000,00, Tender
Closing Date & Time (IST): 16/052024 at
11:00 AM.

PR3/395 PCMM/CLW/Chittaranjan

Like us om:

www. lacehook. comeclwrallways
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Landslide in
HP’s Shimla
dist crushes
SUV, 2 killed

Shimla: Two people lost their
lives when their vehicle was
hit by alandslide in Jubbal ar-
ea of Shimla district in Hima-
chal Pradesh. Debris along
with boulders rolled down a
hill at Sanel on Sunday after-
noon and an SUV was trapped
under it, police said.

0

6 killed as truck hits
bus in UP’s Unnao

S 1% people died and over 20
others sustained serious
injuries after atruck hita
private bus head-onon
Unnao-Hardoi road near
Jamaluddinpur village in Unnao
district of UP on Sunday. The
death toll could go up as many
ofthe injured are critical, police
said. Police said the truck driver

Are

you one of

us?

fled fromthe spot. Tun

The debris was removed
with the helpof earth-moving
machines, Bodies of two men

Actor Sahil Khan held in C’garh in
35k cr Mahadev betting app case

Mateen.Hafeez
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Actor Sahil Ehan
was arrested on Sun- -
day in connection
withhisalleged role in
the Rs 15,000 crore Ma-
hadev betting app
case, Khan (50) was
produced in court and
was sent to police custody till
May 1. AnSIT of crime branch
nabbed him from a hotel in
Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh. He
was brought to Mumbai.
Khan, who had been work-
ing as a fitmess expert until re-
cently had fled the city on
April 24 and had been dodging
the police by constantly chang-
ing his location. After his an

- Uttarakhand forest fire
- spreads, NDRF called in

Girl files plaint against
her family for killing BF

nasuspected case of ‘honour

killing', a 21-year-old boy was
killed by her girlfriend’s family in
Bihar's Begusarai Sunday, police
said. The girl, 18, filed a complaint
against her family, reports Kshitiz.

She said that her family

members slit the boy’s throat
when they found the two together
at his house in Chaurahi village.

ticipatory bail application was
rejected by Bombay HC on
April 24, police had been try-

ing tonab him. To track down

his whereabouts, po-
lice were tracking his
location which showed
he was constantly on
the move at different
points of time — Gad-
chiroli in Maharas-
thra, Goa, Karnataka, Telan-
gana, and Chhattisgarh.

A senior crime branch of-
ficer said Khan was apartner
inabettingappfirm. “He had
been promoting the app
through social media and
had also forged some docu-
ments. He was asked to ex-
plain about the money trail.
He did not cooperate in the

Sonali Mishra & Shivani Azad

Nainital/Dehradun; Utta-
rakhand govt on Sunday en-
listed help of NDRF toquell
the forest infernos inching
towards Nainital town as
thestaterecorded eightnew
forestfire incidents, scorch-

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

‘CIP Lounge
at Gl Airport, New Detlhi.

Dethi International Arport Limited
(DIALY invites interested parties to
participate in the competitive bidding
process for grant of license ta finance,
design, develop, set up, operate,
manage and maintain "CIP Lounge’
at |Gl Airport, New Dethi, India
For more details, please visit our
website: www.newdelhiairport.in
Dethi International Airport Limited
Registered Ciffice : New Udaan Bhawan,

Opp: Terminal 3, Indira Gandhl International
Airport, Mew Dethi - 110037

ak
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Corrigendum Notice No.; 1420242025
Date: 26.04 2024

1* Corrigendum

1" Corrlgendum in lender notice Nao.
1420242025 dated 24 .04 2024
Undernoted addition/changes have bean
made In above noted lender notice on
administrative ground
Tender Notice No. : 1420242025
Tender Mo, : 30

Approx Cost (Rs.)| Bid Security (Rs.)

In lieu of
¥ 17454356320 | ¥ 1022700.00
May be read as
T 20.592,48,654.30 T 1646 300.00

AND
Tender Notice Mo. :

e

1220242025
Date of Opening Tender
Tender No. | In lieu of |Maybereadas
29,30, 3T EIZ217.05.2024 20052024

Other terms and condition of tender
notice will remain the same.  T742/24 (A)

ing approximately 1175
hectare forest land by
afternoon. Most fires oc-
curred in Kumaon region,
impacting 5.5 hectare, fol-
lowed by Garhwal with 1.75
hectare, and Protected For-
est Areas (PFA) where 4.5
hectare was affected.

While an TAF MI-17 heli-
copter had on Saturday
managed to contain the
blaze near the IAF base

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF INCOME TAX
(INVESTIGATION), NORTH WEST REGION,

HId | [ Govt. of India

JAETEFHT HGT [ Income Tax Department

DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING
(Through call of open Tenders)

F.No: DGIT(Inv.)/CHD./Forensic Services/2024-25

were extricated from the
smashed SUV and sent for
postmortem to Jubbal hospi-
tal, police said.

State education minister
Rohit Thakur expressed grief
and said all possible assist-
ance is being provided to fam-
probe,” said the officer, ilies of the deceased. tww

Khan, who was on the top
list of suspects involving the
betting appand its promoters
Saurabh Chandrakar and
Ravi Uppal, had two weeks
ago appeared before the city
crime branch office to record
his statement. Police are
probing the alleged financial
transactions between some
real estate companies and
promoters of the bettingapp.
Probe found several betting
apps were created under Ma-
hadev betting app.

An FIR was registered at
Matunga police station in
Nov and accused were booked

No jewellery,
cellphone use in
ICU: Advisory to

health workers

New Delhi: Healthcare work-
ers should remove all types of
jewellery below the elbow
while on duty, Centresaidina
fresh directive, reports Dur-
gesh Nandan Jha.

for cheating, forgery and In the directive issued to
criminal conspiracy under heads of all central govt run
IPCandIT Act. hospitals, thedirector general

of health services (DGHS)has
alsostressed the need to devel-
op and enforce a policy to re-
strict use of mobile phones in
patient areas and critical
zones such as ICUs, HDUs,
post-operative wards and op-
eration rooms.

According to DGHS Atul
Goel, there is substantial evi-
dence that wearing hand jew-
ellery below the elbow in-
creases total skin micro-orga-
nism counts. “Use of mobile
phones, while on duty espe-
cially in critical areas like
ICUs, HDUs, post-operative
wards and operation theatres,
pose infection risks,” he said
inhisletter sentouton April9.

He has suggested that re-
spective hospitals can revise
their SOPs (standard operat-
ing procedures) on hand hy-
giene and specifically men-
tion where wristwatches are
permitted. Similar guidelines
are applicable in other lead-
ing hospitals globally as well,
said asenior doctor.

camp in Larivakta, about
6km from Nainital town, the
fires continued to rage in
other locations on Sunday. A
few offenders were also
caught. “Forest officials
have apprehended eight in-
dividuals attempting to ig-
nite fire in the reserved for-
ost area of Khrisu in Pauri
Garhwal and Bageshwar
They face charges under In-
dian Forest Act and are be-
ing presented in court,”
Nishant Verma, state nodal
officer for forest fires, said.
Meanwhile, NDRF dis-
patched over 40 personnel
to combat the forest fires in
Haldwani. Army’s assist-
ance is also being taken in
firefighting efforts.

BDO kills self
in Jharkhand,
probe on

Garhwa: Block develop-

Date: 26-04-2024 ment officer of Bishunpura

Three Years

from date of signing Agreement, in Jharkhand'’s Garhwadis-

opening of Bids Financial Bid

Declaration of Bid & Meeting with qualified
Vendors : 11:00 AM on 18.06.2024

PERIOD which may be extended by one more year as per trictdied by suicide at hisof-
OF the administrative convenience of the Director Fi ai i d o g t _
General of Income Tax (Investigation), NWR, T O
CONTRACT |Chandigarh to satisfactory performance of the day. Manna Kerketta (52),
empansgled service providers. from Simdega, was absent
The tender May be downloaded from e-procurement from duty on Saturday. His
documents can be |websile ie., www_incnrpﬂtaxlndia-gﬂwn staff went to his residence
obtained from www.incometaxchand lgarh.ﬂrg for Sigllai]_u*&s O papers.
Last Date & Time |Date; 24-05-2024 Upon receiving no re-
for receipt of Bid | Time: 02:00 PM sponse, they informed the
Time and Date of |Technical Bid : 11:00 AM on 04.06.2024 circle officer, who, along

with Bishunpura SHO,
rushed there. They found
Kerketta dead.

' 11:00 AM on 11.06.2024

“Probe is on to ascer-
tain reason for suicide.”

Tenders The Director General of Income Tax (Investigation),
addressed to NWR, Chandigarh

Place of Opening Office of the Director General of Income Tax

of Bids (Investigation), NWR, Chandigarh

Garhwa DC Shekhar Ja-
muarsaid. Tun

f Cong Wins

InPolls, It Will
Kick Stomach
Of The Poor’

TinmEes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP on Sunday
claimed that Congress-led
UPA had expressed inability
to distribute tree ration de-
spite a Supreme Court order
and contrasted the approach
of the Manmohan Singh
govt with free ration being
ogiven to over 80 crore people
by the Modi govt under PM
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
since the pandemic.

“On6th Sept 2010, Manmo-
han Singh =said, * govt will do
all it can to provide affordable
food to those below the pover-
ty line but cannot implement
Supreme Court'sorder togive
free foodgrain to the poor’. He
further said “Supreme Court
should not go into the realm
of policy formulation’,” BJP
IT department head Amit
Malviva said as he shared a
mediareportof 2010,

BJP functionary said
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi provided free ra-

'UPA govt faltered on free ration,
ours giving succour to 30cr: BJP

The Manmohan Singh govt had expressed inability to distribute free
ration despite a Supreme Court order, BJP’s Amit Malviya said

Under Cong,
development
has stopped
in HP: Thakur

New Delhi: Claiming that
development work had
stopped in Himachal Pra-
desh ever since Congress
assumed office, Union
minister Anurag Thakur
listed “transformative ini-
undertaken by

tiatives™

tion to over 80 crore people,
“If Congress comes, it will
the

kick the stomach of
poor,” he added.

In Aug 2010, Supreme
Court had said agriculture
Pawar
should figure out how to give
away the excess foodgrain to
poor families. Pawar respon-
ded by saying what the court
had offered was a suggesti-
not an order. However,
the court had corrected him,

minister Sharad

o1,

saying it wasan order.

As per the media report,
Manmohan Singh had said,.
“An estimated 37% live below
the poverty line. How can free
food be given to so many?”

Govt had informed the court
that it had set aside an addi-
tional 25 lakh tonnes for dis-
ration
shops. The issue came to the
limelight after huge quanti-
ties of foodgrain were said to
be rotting as there was short-

tribution through

age of warehouses.

Just ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, the Modi
zovt had decided that Centre
would provide free food-
orain toabout 81.3 crore ben-
eficiaries under the Prad-
Garib Kalvan
Anna Yojana atan estimated
costof Rsll.B8lakhcrorefora
period of five vears with ef-

han Mantri

fect from Jan1. 2024,

BharativaJa-
nata Party
(BJP)earlier.

He cited
completionof
the Una-Dau-
latpur Chowlk
railway line, introduction of
Vande Bharat train service
and the establishment of edu-
cational institutions such as
ATIMS, PGL HIT, NIT and Hy-
dro Engineering College.

In a series of election
programmes in Hamirpur
and Dharampur on Sunday;
Thakur also asked Rahul
(andhitoclarify Congress’s
policies, particularly on na-
tional security and internal
contlicts.

2l states/UTS offer incentives to
boost scrappmg of old vehicles

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With Centre
making it mandatory for
statestopromotescrapping
of old and unfit vehicles, 21
states and UTs, including
Bihar MP. UP. Harvana,
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Punjab and Kera-
la, have announced conces-
sions in motor vehicle or
road tax of up to 25% on
buying a new private vehi-
cle in lieu of scrapping old
ones and up to 15% for com-
mercial vehicles.

So far, around 70,000 old
vehicles have been volunta-
rily scrapped, though a
large share of them are
owned by central or state
govt agencies, Delhi is
the only state/UT where
diesel and petrol vehicles
that areoverl0and15 years,
respectively, get automati-
cally deregistered and have
to be scrapped.

Details available with
TOI show that 17 out of 11
states and UTs have notified
15% road tax concession
while registering commer-

S0 far, around 70,000 old vehicles have been voluntarily scrapped,
though a large share of them are owned by govt agencies

cial or transport vehicles af-
ter scrapping old ones.

In case of private vehi-
cles, 12 states are giving
25% rebate on road tax. Ha-
rvana is offering 10% con-
cession or lower of 50% of
the scrap value, while Utta-
rakhand is providing 25%
concession or Rs 50,000,
whichever is lower. Karna-
taka is offeringfixed rebate
in road tax as per price of
the new private vehicle —
for instance, Rs 50,000 for
vehicles costing over Rs 20
lakh. Puducherry is offer-
ing 25% concession or Rs
11,000, whichever is lower,

Road transport minis-
try officials said since govt
pushed voluntary wvehicle
scrapping, 37 registered
scrapping cenfres  or
RVSFs have been oper-
ationalised and now 52
such centres are function-
ingacrossléstatesand UTs.
Similarly 52 automated
testing stations (ATS) for
checking fitness of wvehi-
cles are functional across 11
states and U'T's.

“There is special focus
on increasing number of
RVSFs and ATS so that peo-
ple can access them easily,”
said a ministry official.

[I'T-M charts new course, uses
blockchain for student body polls

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In this election
season, Indian Institute of
Technology Madras wit-
nessed an innovative stride
in democracy by conduct-
ing its student body poll us-
ing blockchain technology.
The initiative, led by stu-
dents of *“Webops and Block-
chain Club’ at the Centrefor
Innovation (CFI), IIT-Ma-
dras, has now evolved intoa
startup, with both govern-
mental and private organi-
sations emploving its soft-
ware for managing land and
health records.

Originally conceivedasa
CSR initiative supported by
aleading Indian tech compa-
ny and department of sci-
enceand technology; the pro-
ject aimed to address chal-
lenges posed by Covid-19,
particularly in accessing

medical records and track-
ing health conditions across
geographical borders,
Utilisation of block-
chain technology in recent
[I'T-Madras student legisla-
tive council election has gar-
nered recognition in India
Book of Records. The team
of researchers behind this
endeavour pointed out that
voting technology is justone

CSR INITIATIVE

AmMOong numerous domains
where blockchain can revo-
lutionise existing practices.

Envisioning a future
whereelection processes in
various sectorsembrace se-
cure and transparent
blockchainapplications for
remote voting, Prof Prab-
hu Rajagopal, faculty-in-
charge, said: “This student-
led project holds immense
transformative potential,

promising to reshape con-
duct of elections.”

On the security issue on
blockchain technology, more
g0 as the polls are conducted
online, the team believes the
“system is impossible to
hack.” Election, conducted
online, underscores the
team's confidence in the
technology’s security.

Anirudh Varna, a
fourth-yvear BTech student
involved in the project,
highlighted the near-im-
penetrable security of
blockchain, requiring ma-
licious actors to gain con-
trol of over 50% of the net-
work's nodes simultane-
ously, a feat deemed practi-
cally unattainable.

On security concerns of
online blockchain-based
polls, Rajagopal empha-
sised the it's capacity to fos-
ter trust and ensure integ-
rity ot poll process.
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TMC worker beaten to
death in factional fight

Kolkata: A TMC worker was beaten to
death with bricks during a clash between

Man held in Guj
for helping Pak
spy on Indian
def personnel

Tinmes News NETwoRK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad (ATS) on Sun-
day said thev arrested a man
from Jamnagar over hisrole in
helping Pakistani agencies spy
on Indian defence personnel.

The man, identified as
Shaglain Thaim, 22, from
J dlnndgdr s Bedi village, gave
a sim card to one Labshankar
Maheshwari from Tarapur, in
Anand, ATS said.

Posing as an employee of
an Army school, Maheshwari
used the card to send tracking
malware to defence person-
nel’s phones through What-
sAppmessages, ATS said.

The case came to light
when Maheshwari, 53, was ar-
rested by Gujarat ATS in Oct
2023 from Tarapur, where he
ran a grocery store. A refugee
from Pakistan, Maheshwari
was granted Indian citizen-
ship in 2005. ATS booked the
accused under sections 123
and 121-A of IPC and under
varioussectionsof IT Act.

3 youngsters
nabbed with
LSD worth 32cr
in Dehradun

Dehradun: Police have arrest-
ed three individuals involved
in the illicit trade of the psy-
chotropic substance lysergic
acid diethylamide (LSD), val-
ued at around Rs 2 crore in the
international market. Rajat
Bhatia, Shivam Arora, and
Krish Giroti, in their 20s, were
captured in Dehradun’s Prem-
nagar locality following a tip-
off totheauthorities.

Dehradun S5P Ajai Singh
saidthetrio, hailing from Sah-
aranpur and Dehradun, oper-
ated within a larger drug traf-
ficking network, previously
under police scrutiny. Singh
highlighted that their modus
operandi involved sourcing
LSD from a supplier in Benga-
Iuru via the dark web.

The accused were present-
ed before the local court and re-
manded to judicial custody, T
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Tender & for Financial Qualification Criteria the lead partner of JV
firms should meet minimum 50% of financial qualification

two factions of the party in the wee hours
of Sunday in Paschimpara area in Arjun-
pur in Bengal's Baguiati, report Tamagh-
naBanerjee & Mayvukh Sengupta.
Police hinted the fatal assault on
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tion in connection with a blast at his house
at Hasnabad in Bengal's North 24 Parganas
on Saturday. A Basirhat court remanded
Dilip Das in police custody for two days, re-
portis Sanjib Chakraborty.

Police suspect Das stashed a container
bomb in his thatched-roof kitchen. Das’ bro-
ther, Nimai, accused TMC of framing Dilip.

Fefieroy A= (WievE) aivo g Ao
w1 fea o fAarel g=m -

Sr. Superintendent of Police,
Doda.
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In middle of poll season, sleaze

case on Gowda son, grandson

Woman Alleges Duo Sexually Harassed Her And Daughter

Times News NETwork

Hassan/Bengaluru: A 47
vear-old woman from Holenar-
sipura town in Karnataka
lodged Sunday a police com-
plaint against the son and
grandson of ex-PM and JIXS)
patriarch HD Deve Gowda —
former minister HD Revanna
and Hassan MP Prajwal Re-
vanna respectively — accus-
ing them of sexually harass-
ing her and her daughter when
they worked in the household
between 2019 and 2022. The de-
velopment follows reports that
33-vear-old Prajwal has left the
country  Official sources
claimed thathe is in France.
Within hours of receiving
the complaint, police handed
over the case to an SIT that
state Congress govt set up to
investigate the obscene videos
allegedly implicating Praj-
wal, the BJP-JIXS) alliance
candidate for Hassan Lok Sab-
ha seat that voted Friday
According to the FIR, the
woman told police she is a
close relative of Revanna's
wife Bhavani, and was sub-
jected to sexual harassment.
The woman stated that she
was invited by Revanna to
work asa house help in 2011. In
2015, Revanna helped her se-
cure a cook's job at a hostel in
Holenarasipur, She rejoined
Revanna’s house in 2019 dur-
ing hiselder son’s marriage.
“5ix other domestic helps

POLL POT

3 cops on poll
duty die in crash

hree police constables were

killed and 15 other cops
injured when a container truck
rammed into one of the three
police buses parked near a
roadside dhaba in Sidhwalia in
Bihar's Gopalganj district on
Sunday. “Altogether 108
policemen were on way to
poll-bound Supaul from
Gopalgan] in three buses,”
Gopalgan] SP Swarn Prabhat
said. Two died on the spot, while
the third succumbed to his
injuries at a hospital. The injured
were admitted to Khagaria Sadar
Hospital.
Police HQ has announced Rs 25
lakh compensation each to the
dependents of deceased from
Bihar Police Benevolent Fund.

MLAs from Cong,
but back rivals

Cnngress has served a
show-cause notice on its
Dungarpur MLA Ganesh Ghogra
and suspended former Sheo
MLA Ameen Khan for their
alleged anti-party activities
during Lok Sabha elections.
Ghogra allegedly supported
BJP's Banswara Lok Sabha
candidate, Mahendrajeet Singh
Malviya, while Khan, a Congress
veteran, was seen in a viral
video soliciting support from his
community for independent
candidate Ravindra Singh Bhati,
days before polling on April 26,
Ironically, Bhati defeated Khan
in 2023 Sheo assembly poll.

The show-cause notice has
given Ghogra 7 days to respond
to the allegations.

‘Modi wave beats
sympathy wave’

enior NCP minister Chhagan

Bhujbal on Sunday said
though people have “sympathy”
for Sharad Pawar and Uddhav
Thackeray following split in their
parties, voters will choose to ride
the massive Modi wave and vote
for Mahayuti candidates.
Bhujbal said he has mobilized
all OBC voters across
Maharashtra to ensure
Mahayuti's victory.
“Like in other parts of the
country, there's a huge Modi
wave in Maharashtra. Modi
wave is stronger than the wave
of sympathy that the two
politicians are getting. People
keep sympathy aside and rally
behind development when it
comes to voting,” he said.

‘Dead body’ threat
lands SP in trouble

n FIR was lodged against

Samajwadi Party candidate
from Ballia, Sanatan Pandey,
after a video showing him
threatening the district
magistrate went viral. “If I'm
defeated by manipulation, it
would be either my dead body or
that of the district election
officer coming out of the
counting venue,” Pandey can be
heard saying in the video.
Following a complaint from Ballia
district election officials, police
on Sunday booked him. Pandey
alleged that in 2019 Lok Sabha
election, he was declared the
loser despite winning.

Congress supporters stage a protest in Eengaluru on Sunday seeking

the arrest of Deve Gowda's grandson and JD(5) MP Prajwal Revanna

The development follows reports that Prajwal Revanna
has left the country. Official sources said he’s in France

in the house would say they
are scared of Prajwal. The
male employees too would ask
us to be wary of Revanna and
Prajwal. Whenever his wife
Bhavani was away Revanna
would repeatedly touch me in-
appropriately, disrobe me, and
sexually assault me. While 1
was working in the Kitchen,
Prajwal would grope me from
behind. Prajwal would ask the
other employees to bring my
daughter to do an oil massage
for him. Prajwal would make
video calls to my daughter and
speak obscenely” the FIR
quoted the woman as saying.
According to the com-
plaint, the woman's daughter
blocked Prajwal’s number
and later guit her jobat Revan-
na’s house. The woman said
during the Lok Sabha election

campaign, sleaze videos of
Prajwal surfaced. and her hus-
band began suspecting her
The woman has demanded po-
lice protection and action
against Revanna and Prajwal.

Police registered an FIR
under IPC for sexual harass-
ment and punishment for sex-
ual harassment, stalking,
punishment for criminal in-
timidation, and word, gesture,
or act intended to insult the
modesty of a woman. The FIR
identifies Revanna and Praj-
walasaccused Noland No 2.

Last week, pen drives with
the video were distributed in
Hassan city, following which
Prajwal approached police al-
leging thev were deepfakes to
defamehim ahead of votingon
April 26. Police had filed an
FIR and launched a probe.

JD(S), BJP distance
themselves from
alleged video case

ormer Karnataka CM and
JD(S) politician HD
Kumaraswamy said whoeveris
atfault in connection with the
alleged video case, “there's no
question of forgiving them."” He
added that according to law, the
person indulged in wrong-
doings will have to face its
implications and refused to
comment further until the
investigationis complete.
“Whether it is me or HD Deve
Gowda, we always respect
women and whenever they
come with complaints, we have
tried to resolve their problems.
The CM has already ordered an
SIT investigation. The SIT team
will bring him back from abroad.
That's not my concern,” he said.
JD(S) core committee
chairman and senior leader GT
Devegowda said, “l don't blame
govt for announcing the SIT
investigation. We will sitand
decide what action needs to be
taken over the issue of Prajwal
Revanna. For now, | will just say
that | welcome the SIT probe.”
S Prakash, chief spokes-
person of BJP's state unit said,
“We, as a party, have nothing to
do with the videos and neither
do we have any comments to
make on the SIT probe
announced by state govt.” ani

DOORSTEP DEMOCRACY

Rubi Paul, 89, is shielded by a portable screen as she casts her vote for Lok Sabha elections via postal
ballot from her residence in Assam’s Guwahati on Sunday. Guwahati votes in the third phase on May 7

Shah: Reservation is Modi’s
guarantee, Rahul telling lies

Times News NETWORK

Gandhinagar/Agra/Eta-
wah: Union home minister
Amit Shah, at a rally in Ah-
medabad on Sunday — and
later inrallies in western Ut-
tar Pradesh — said PM Na-
rendra Modi has guaranteed
people that as long as BJP 1s
in power, nobody would be
allowed to tamper with res-
ervation for members of SC,
STand OBC communities.

Shah was responding to
Rahul Gandhi’s post on X,
which said that BJP intends
to “snatch away reservation
of Dalits, backward castes
and tribals and end their
participation in running the
affairs of the country”.

“Bv making baseless com-
ments, Rahul has been at-
tempting tomislead people of
the country. BJP has formed
Union govt for 10 yvears with
full majority, If BJP had any
such intentions, reservation
would have been abolished,”
Shah said, adding, “Modi has

Shah at a public meeting in
Etawah on Sunday

given a guarantee to the peo-
ple that as long as BJP is in
power, nobody can tamper
with reservation.”

*When Congress came to
power in Karnataka, it imple-
mented 4% reservation for
minorities. The reservation
of OBCs was reduced. Then
in Andhra Pradesh, Congress
implemented 5% reservation
for minorities. The share of
SCs, 5Ts, and OBCs got re-
duced,” Shah said.

In Jamia Millia and Ali-
garh University, those from
SC. ST and OBC communi-
ties are bereft of reserva-
tion even today, he said,

In UE, Shah hit out at SP
over 1ts stand on Ram temple
and giving the ‘Pran Prathis-
tha’ ceremony a miss. “This
election is between those
who shot at Ram devotees
and those who built Ram
Mandir," he said at an elec-
tion rally in Mainpuri. BJP
has fielded Jaiveer Singh
against SP chief’s wife, Dim-
ple Yadav, from the seat.

“Should the Ram temple
have been built in Avodhya
or not? After Congress, SP
and BSP governed UP for
vears, They kept this issue
aside but Modi ji won the
case and did bhoomi pujan
in five years. Akhilesh ji
and Dimple ji were invited
for Pran Pratishtha. But
they did not attend. Who
were they afraid of? Were
they were afraid of losing
their vote bank?” he asked.

As ‘Al video’ sparks row, Bhagwat
says RSS has always backed quota

Sribala.Vadlapatla
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat asserted on
Sunday that Sangh Parivar
has consistently backed res-
ervations as stipulat-
ed by the Constitution
and advocates for its
continuation as long
as it is necessary. His
remarks came amidst
Congress and BJP ac-
cusing each other of being
anti-reservation.

“A video is being circu-
lated that RSS is against res-
ervation... Now this is com-
pletely false. Sangh has been
supporting all reservations

mandated by the Constitu-
tion since the beginning,”
he said during an event at an
educational institution in
Hvderabad. “According to
Sangh Parivar, reservations
s‘xmuld continue till people
need them. The video
shows an RSS meeting
discussing scrapping
of reservation. It por-
| travs me holding a
meeting that never
transpired,” he added.
The RSS chief expressed
concern regarding the mis-
use of social media. "The
video incirculation isgener-
ated by Al Social media is
not bad in general, but it all
depends on how we use it.”

Following hisremarks,an
old video of him resurfaced
on social media, wherein he
unequivocally supported res-
ervations. Bhagwat was
heard saying reservations
should persist as long as dis-
crimination exists in society,

The opposition has called
BJP’s slogan “abki baar 400
paar” a strategy to secure
brute majority in Lok Sabha
to enable the party to revoke
quotas for SC/S8Tsand OBCs,

Telangana CM A Revanth
Reddy had alleged BJP aimed
to abolish reservations, and
pledged Congress, if elected.
would not only uphold but al-
so augment OBC quota based
on their population.

 InK'taka, PM Cites Student’s Killing, Questions Law & Order
Rahul insulted rajas, mum on nawabs,
1t's Cong’s appeasement politics: PM

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi/Bengaluru/Da-
vanagere/Hosapete: Seiz-
ing upon Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi’s remark about “rajas
and maharajas who would
loot the poor” as an insult to
the legacy of greats, PM Na-
rendra Modi said on Sunday
that the party’s “appeasement
habit” prevents it from speak-
Ing in the same vein about
“atrocities by nawabs, ni-
zams, sultans and badshahs”.

“Congress’s shehzada said
our rajas and maharajas back
intheday wereruthless, Hehas
insulted those like Chhatrapati
Shivajiand Kittur's Rani Chen-
namma, whose bravery and pa-
friotism still fill us with nation-
al pride. Does he (Rahul) not
know of the royal family of My-
suru, who we all regard highly
and are proud of 7" he said at a
rally in Karnataka's Belagavi.

Modi said it was obvious
that Rahul's statements were
“carefully calibrated” and
“meant to appease a particu-
lar vote bank".

Maya’s nephew
booked for poll
code breach for
‘terrorist’ barb

Tines News NETWoORK

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Po-
lice Sunday booked BSP chief
Mavawati’s nephew Akash
Anand on hate-speech charges
after he allegedly branded the
BJP-led Centre “a govt of ter-
rorists” at a rally in Sitapur
Anand (28) was addressing the
rally for BSP Sitapur Lok Sab-
hacandidate Mahendra Yadav.
The two are among 35 other
unidentified people booked.
Sitapur votes on May 13.

This is the first time
Anand has campaigned in the
UP elections. Mavawati had
last vear designated the Lon-
don-educated Anand as her

This is the first time
Akash Anand has
campaigned in the
UP elections.
Mayawati had last
year designated him
as her political heir

political heir,

The FIR lodged by Kotwali
SHO Anup Kumar Shukla al-
leges that Anand also urged
thoseat the event “tohit repre-
sentatives of other parties
seeking votes with shoes”.

Anand's speech not only
disrupted peace but also vio-
lated the model code of con-
duct, the FIR says. The others
named in the case allegedly
applanded Anand’s remarks.

The FIR includes Indian
Penal Code sections 153b (pro-
moting disharmony) and 502
(2) (statements promoting ha-
tred). Sitapur SP Chakresh
Mishra said the rally footage
was being scanned.
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Govil’s cryptic
post on ‘duality
of character’
sparks buzz

Meerut: Arun Govil, BJP
candidate for Meerut-Hapur
Lok Sabha seat, which wentto
the polls on Friday, caused a
stir on Sunday with a eryptic
post on his official social
media handle, sparking politi-
ﬁf’—"’:ﬂ cal speculations,
e reports Krish-
na Chaudhary.
The post
emerged a day
after Govil left
for Mumbai. In
fact, hts sudden departure
from Meerut had also drawn
the attention of locals.
Govil’s now-deleted post
on X read, “When someone’s
duplicity comes to light, it in-
vokes more anger towards
oneself, realising how we
frusted such an individual
with closed eyes. Jai Shri
Ram.” Following the post,
speculations were rife that he
may not be content with a se-
nior functionary in BJE
However, after the post cir-
culated widely, Govil deleted it
and posted a new comment: “1
am in Mumbai for some work
at the party’'s behest. The vot-
ers in Meerut-Hapur LS seat
have shown so much love and
respect tome. BJP is also plan-
ning to field me in some
other constituencies for cam-
paigning, following which 1
shall return to Meerut.”
Despite attempts, TOI
could not elicit any response
from Govil or his team.

EUF"

PM Modi during a public meeting
in Uttara Kannada on Sunday

‘K'taka parents fear sending kids to college’

M Narendra Modi on Sunday blamed the governing Congress's

politics of *appeasement” in Karnataka for the murder of MCA
student Neha Hiremath on a Hubbali college campus.

“Outrage over the murder of our daughter Neha is resonating
across the country. Parents in Karnataka are now afraid of sending
their children to college because they don't know who is
protecting them. Can you rely on Congress to protect your
daughters?” he asked a gathering of BJP supporters in Belagavi.

Modisaid the murder of Neha, a Congress councillor's
daughter, was the outcome of “they (alluding to minorities)
knowing there is a way to get away with heinous crimes”. “Once
the heat dies down, they know Congress will let them escape.”

*Congress seems to have
forgotten the grave excesses
committed by Aurangzeb,
who destroved thousands of
our temples. Shehzada does
not talk about him and others
whodestroyved ourpilgrimage
zites, looted them, killed our
people and slaughtered our
livestock...Congress is now in
alliance with parties that glo-
rify Aurangzeb.” he said.

The PM’s tirade against Ra-
hul and Congress continued at
Sirsi, Davanagere and Hosa-
pete as he zipped across north

Karnataka

in under eight

hours, campaigning for sup-
port to BJP in the 14 Lok Sabha
seats that will vote on May 7.

Modi said forces inimical
to India’s growth favoured a
“weak” govt at the Centre so
that they could carry out their
nefarious plan . He said in
Karnataka, the future of
lakhs of students was in jeop-
ardy after the Congress govt
summarily scrapped Nation-
al Education Policy.

Modi cited instances of an
ST woman being paraded
naked in Hosa Vantamuri vil-
lage near Belagavi, the mur-
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der of aJainseer in Chikkodi,
and a blastata Bengaluru cafe
asproof of law and order dete-
riorating in Karnataka with
each passing day.

He doubled down on his ac-
cusation against Congress on
inheritance tax, iterating that
the party intends to scrutinise
all properties, including land,
vehicles, bank lockers, gold
and mangalsutras, to distrib-
ute among its vote bank.

(With inputsfrom
Rauvi Uppar, Anil Gejji,
Basavaraj Maralihalli
and Chamaraj Savadi)

Modi praised
me earlier but
now wants my
defeat: Pawar

Pune/Nashik: NCP chief
Sharad Pawar on Sunday said
PM Narendra Modi is incon-
sistent with his views and his
stand, report Prasad Kulkar-
ni & Tushar Pawar.

“When he spoke in Delhi, he
said I have done historic work
as Union agriculture minister.
In Baramati, the PM said he
came into national politics by
holding my finger: But now, he
says that anything and every-
thing should be done to defeat
me in Baramati,” Pawar said at
a public rally on Sunday;

He added that wvoting
against Mahayutiand NDA al-
liance was necessary to keep
democracy intact.

According to Pawar, Modi
hasalsonotbeenabletokeepa
consistent stand on corrup-
tion and the nation's develop-
mentas he hasspoken against
leaders and their alleged
scams, and then inducted
these very people into BJP

- Modi & Patnaik partners
workmg only for rich: RaGa

Debabrata.Mohapatra
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: Former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday branded
PM Narendra Modi and Od-
isha CM Naveen Patnaik as
“partners” commitied to
working only for the rich, de-
spite BJP and BJD contesting
the simultaneous Lok Sabha
and assembly elections in the
state as opponents,

“You call it marriage or
parinership. Both BJD and
BJP are together In Delhi,
vou find unecle-ji (Modi) run-
ning a govt for 22/25 billio-
naires. Naveen babu's govt in
Odisha is also for a handful
and select people only,” Rahul
said atanelection rally in Cut-
tack district’s Salipur:

He also took a dig at Na-
veen, alleging his close aide
and former bureaucrat VK
Pandian has been runningthe
show in Odisha. “Uncle-ji and
Naveen babu have given Od-
isha PANN — Pandian, Amit
Shah, Narendra Modi, Nav-
een Patnaik. They have cheat-
ed the people of the country
and Odisha, and looted their
money,” Rahul said, asserting

Rahul Gandhi addresses a rally
for LS polls in Kendrapara,
Odisha, on Sunday

that just as Congress formed
oovt in Telangana by exposing
the alleged nexus between
BRS and BJP, the party willdo
the same in Odisha.

Rahul said if his party
forms govt at Centre, it
would create a database of
poor people across the coun-
trv and transfer Rs1lakh an-
nually to the accounts of
these families. “We will en-
sure that thelist of each fam-
ily features awoman. We will
transfer Rs 8,500 a month to
her account,” hesaid.

Rahul alleged that Modi
nicked money from the poor
and gave it to the corporates,
making some of them billio-
naires. “If Modimade a hand-

‘BJP wants to run
India like kingdom’

| n Daman on Sunday, Rahul
accused BJP & RSS of attem-
pting to dismantle the Consti-
tution and key institutions to
elevate their brass to status of
“kings"” and benefit select
billionaires. “(They) aspireto
govern nation like a kingdom,
advocating for one country,
one language, one leader.” tvn

ful of people billionaires in
past 10 years, we promise Con-
gress will make crores of peo-
ple millionaires across the
countrv. If given an opportu-
nity to serve...we will cancel
the debts of farmers,” hesaid.
In response, BJD's Cut-
tack Lok Sabha seat candi-
date Santrupt Misra said:
“Peopleof the state have been
blessing Naveen Patnaik for
his good governance and de-
velopment agenda since 2000,
and will continue to elect him
forarecord sixth term.”
Refuting Rahul's allega-
tion of a BJD-BJP pariner-
ship, BJP said the Congress
MP’s election rallv will have
little impact on the electorate,
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Modi fighting ghosts, inheritance
tax not in Cong manifesto: PC

Tinmes News NETWORK

Chennai: Former Union fi-
nance minister P Chidamba-
ram accused PM Narendra
Modi on Sunday of fighting
“Imaginary ghosts”, saving
the term “inheritance tax”
doesn’t feature once in Con-
gress’s manifesto.

“The Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister continues to discover
and read in Congress’ mani-
festo words and sentences
that are not there! He (Modi)
should debate the ‘real’ is-
sues included in Congress's
manifesto,” Chidambaram
wroteon X. The Congress vet-
eran also said his party want-
ed to bring tax reforms, as
stated in the manifesto.

P Chidambaram said PM Modi
should debate the 'real’ issues in
Congress's manifesto

Reading out the to-do list,
he said Congress intended to
bring aneraof transparency,

equity, clarity, and impartial

tax administration of direct
taxes, maintain stable per-
sonal income tax rates for

five years, lessen the burden

of tax on MSMEs, end the
“duplicitous cess raj of the
Modi govt”, provide signifi-
cant tax relief for shopkeep-
ersand retail businesses, and
introduce “GST 2.0".

Sam Pitroda, advisor to
former PM Manmohan
Singh, recently mentioned
the prevalence of inher-
itance tax in America, trig-
gering a backlash from B.JP,
including PM Modi.

In Madhya Pradesh, Modi
had alleged that former PM
Rajiv Gandhi banned inher-
itance tax to save his family
properties, but Congress was
planning to reintroduce it as
part of a strategy to take
away citizens’ assets in the
name of wealth distribution.
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‘India does not become an electoral
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autocracy If Yuvraj cannot get power’

[n an exclusive interview with Diwakar, Akhilesh Singh and Sidhartha, PM Narendra Modi took time off from his hyperkinetic electoral
campaign to speak on a range of hot-button topics. Talking after the second round of polls, a confident PM said NDA was well on course to cross the
400+ target, with BJP reaching the 370 mark — the goal his party set keeping in mind the emotions linked to the abrogation of Article 370

TOI: What is your assessment after two
rounds of polling? Are you still hopeful of
crossing the 400 mark?

PM: 1 have done more than 70 rallies and
roadshows so far, after the announce-
ment of polls. Everywhere I have gone,
I have seen an unprecedented display
of love, affection and support. It is this
support of the people that gives us con-
fidence that we are on track to cross the
400 mark. The people have seen what we
can deliver and we believe that the peo-
ple want a better tomorrow, and they
know that a vote for BJP means a vote
towards development.

The opposition is down and out after
two phases of polling. In the first phase,
it was out and after the second phase, it
is out. For us, one of the main reasons
we want to win 400 seats 1s to protect the
rights of SCs, 8Ts and OBCs in our coun-
try. We want a thumping majority sothat
the evil designs of the opposition to take
away their reservation and rights, and
give them to their vote bank are foiled.

— ] —

ON NEED FOR 400 SEATS

»~ One of the main reasons
ﬁ."‘"’*’“}q we want to win 400

W seats is to protect the
rights of SCs, STs and OBCs in
our country. We want a
thumping majority so that the
evil designs of the opposition
to take away their reservation
and rights, and give it to their
vote bank are foiled

e

But the opposition says you are aiming for
a super majority because you want to
change the Constitution?

B [t is ironic that people who have
changed the Constitution the maximum
number of times are saving that we will
change the Constitution. But before ask-
ing such a question, yvou should analvse
my track record. You should study my
work and actions right from the time [
became CM and see if you find any such
thing done by me. It is unfair to me if
someone makes an allegation and yvou
take that allegation on face value and
start asking me questions on it.

When you set 370 seats as the target for BIP
and 400 for NDA, did you do so because you
were concerned that complacency may set
in among party cadres and even voters? You
seem to have enlisted voters, setting a
target for them as much as for yourself. But
the optimistic ‘Abki Baar 400 Paar’ pitch and
target of 370 seats for BIP also carries the
risk of generating cadre complacency. Did
you ever think that it might harm the party?
B The party's slogans reflect the senti-
ments of the people. It is the collective
voice of the citizens who recognise our
efforts and want to see even further
change. But the genesis of this ‘Abki
Baar, 400 Paar’ slogan is verv interesting
and emotional. Article 370 has been a
very emotional issue for us, our kar-
vakartas and the people of India. People
have waited for generations for this to
happen. Abrogation of Article 370 has
been a driving force for our karyakartas
for decades. When people saw that our
govt did this, 1t made them very emo-
tional and the feeling among people was
that we should give 370 seats to the party
which abrogated Article 370. And hence,
the slogan, ‘Abki Baar, 400 Paar’ for the
NDA emanated from among the people.
It was an organic and a never-seen-before
phenomenon where people are them-
selves setting a target for our victory

ON MODI KI GUARANTEE

~ For me, guarantee is far
._rf;**b‘% more than a word. It is a
S very sacred expression.
It is linked to my hard work
and my credibility. It is an

outcome of my entire life in
public service
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As a karvakarta myself, I can attest
that no complacency sets in within BJP
All top leaders of our party are con-
stantly in the field, among the people.
Our karyvakartas are putting in huge
efforts. In fact, in several places, yvou
would find only BJP karyakartas at the
booths. We are also seeing a large num-
ber of people who are passionate about
the country taking time out to volunteer
for BJP in cities as well as villages. This
kind of support from society is helping
us immensely. A new phenomenon that
is being seen is the beneficiaries not
only voting for us in large numbers, but
also motivating others in their circle to
do the same.

Rahul Gandhi has said that it is too hubristic
and BJP is headed for the ‘India Shining’
moment of 2004 when it had crashed to a
shock defeat. Your comments? Unlike in
2004, when BJP pushed away allies, the
party has this time enlisted new ones.

B The Congress party’s Yuvraj should be
the last person to be talking about hu-
bris. But it is true that now the Congress
party is dependent only on shocks and
surprises. Their only hope is that there
will be some miracle to make them win
the elections. Even their most veteran
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ON SOUTH INDIA

o~ The results from the
famn, South will see multiple

massive increase in 2019 and this time,
our 10-year record of delivering strong
economic growth, strong national secu-
rity and strong welfare programmes
will ensure NDA will win all 28 seats in

" myths broken this time. 2 Karnataka. NDA has been further
Our mind-share has already ';{ strengthened by the addition of JI(S).
¥ 3 Congress leaders are busy fighting

increased and you will see
that our vote share and seat
share will also increase in a
huge way

to become CM while the state is suffer-
ing. The Congress govt has deceived the
people of the state through faulty and
half-baked implementation of their
promises. People of Karnataka are
fed up with the increasing lawless-
ness in the state and with the halt
in progress of important infra-
structure projects. They are
fed up with the increasingly
long power cuts and lack of
water. People of Karnataka
are repenting their vote to
Congress in the state
election. They will
once again place their
trust in the proven

Modi guarantee.

and important leaders have
given up and conceded the elec-
tions. Each election is based
on contemporary issues and,
s0, comparing them is not
correct. In 2024, not only
have we got new allies but
we have unprecedented sup-
port of the people, which
gives us the confidence of
a spectacular win.

How do you assess your

prospects in south India? Congress’s guarantees
You have made a big push played a big role in

in Tamil Nadu and Kerala. its victory in the

m The prospects are assembly polls in
very good. It is not I Kamataka and

who made a big push, it Telangana. Do you
is, in fact, the other way think ‘Modi ki
round. The people of guarantee’ can
south India have made trump them?

a big push to create
space for BJE Wherever
you go in the South, the
acceptance and affection
shown by the people has
been unprecedented.
People in south India
have seen govts of only
Congress or regional par-

ties. They have seen how ‘
these parties have perpetu- \
ated only corruption, nepo- i
tism, misgovernance, divi-
siveness, vote-bank politics

and a very regressive approach
to governance. People have also
seen their hate for Indian culture and
heritage. As a result of these reasons,
people are fed up of Congress and re-
rional parties.

On the other hand, people have seen
our governance at the Centre and have
also seen the impact of our welfare
schemes reaching them. They see a ray
of hope in BJP and are seeing BJP as a
credible alternative. BJP was the single
largest party in south India in 2019 and
this time it will be the single largest
party by a huge margin. The results
from the South will see multiple myths
broken this time. Our mind-share has
already increased and you will see that
our vote share and seat share will also -
increase in a huge way.

® For me, guaran-
tee 15 far more

than a word. It is

a very sacred ex-

f pression for me.

o It 1s linked tomy

1‘ r hard work and

b ' my credibility It

; is an outcome of

;7,_ my entire life in

; public service,

2 When I speak about
guarantee, it pushes

me to work even hard-

er for the people. When I attach
such importance to my guaran-
tees, naturally people also realise
it. People see that whatever guar-
antee Modi gives, he fulfils it, no
matter what the circumstances.

From providing tap water connec-

tions to rations, from building hous-

es for the poor to expressways, Modi

is delivering on the guarantees made

to people. There are no ifs and buts to
Modi’s guarantees.

For the Congress party, their prom-
ises are just a way to fool people to gain
their votes, They have neither credibility
nor the intention to fulfil their promises.
They had given many guarantees since

ON EQUITABLE GROWTH
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ON WEALTH REDISTRIBUTION

ON RAM MANDIR

»~~ Ram Mandir is an

{amy, emotive issue for the
S people of our country. It
is a civilisational struggle of
500 years which has been
resolved and prayers of
generations of Indians have
been answered
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to reduce the reservation provided to
SCs, 5Ts and OBCs across the country
and give it to minorities. What else can
one expect from a party whose prime
minister said that minorities have the
first right on resources of this country?

Is one nation, one poll going to be on the
top of your ‘to do’ list in the third term?
What about UCC? Will the Centre be an
enabler or leave it to states?

m For the longest time, govts have been
driven by electoral considerations rath-
er than national considerations. Every
vear, there would be some or other elec-
tion taking place and the priority would
always be to win the next election, even
if it meant trading off the long-term
interests of the people of India. It is a
matter of concern for us. One nation,
one poll is going to ensure that as a na-
tion, our time, effort and resources get
invested more productively towards
nation-building. A high-level commit-
tee, under the chairmanship of former
President Ram Nath Kovind, has al-
ready submitted a report to President
(Droupadi Murmu) prepared after ex-
tensive consultations with stakeholders
and experts and research on implement-
ing one nation, one poll. In our third
term, one will see concrete steps being
taken on the matter.

Uniform Civil Code, too, is one of the
core agendas of our party. Already, BJP
govis in states are mulling over 1ts im-
plementation. Uttarakhand has become
the first state to implement UCC. It is
clear that separate laws for communi-

e ——— o )

~ We should not consider this sinister plan of Congress an idle
fa W threat — the threat is very real and stands to hurt our nation
S irreversibly. This is a clear example of Maoist thinking and
ideology. It is saddening to see Congress and its Yuvraj carrying
forward such Maoist vision which is a recipe for disaster. Our
constitution protects the property of all minorities. This means that
when Congress talks of redistribution, it cannot touch the properties
of minorities, it cannot consider waqf properties for redistribution
but it will eye the properties of all other communities. This will sow

Independence. Look at what happened to
the biggest guarantee given by their tall-
est leader: the one of removal of poverty
in 1971. Successive Congress PMs had
spoken about removing poverty but noth-
ing happened for decades. The poor were
living without basic necessities like a
house, toilet, water connection. Corrup-
tion continued unabated. Countries
which became independent around the
same time as India marched way ahead
of us in terms of their economies. India
was considered as one of the ‘Fragile
Five nations before we came to power. So,
for the people, there is no comparison
between Modi's guarantees and Con-
oress’s broken promises.

Congress has accused BJP of attempting
communal polarisation in Karnataka and
elsewhere while BJP has charged it with
appeasement. How is this playing out?
® Media should look at actions and not
allegations. Look at what all has hap-
pened in Karnataka. Bomb blasts, bru-
tal murder of a daughter, attack on
people doing bhajan-Kirtan... During
bomb blasts, the state govt tried its best
to mislead people. In the murder of the
daughter, the media 1s showing how the
father is going around asking for jus-
tice. He is from the Congress party, but
still he is not getting justice, If this is
not appeasement, what is 1t? It 1s not
polarisation to show that Congress has
violated the Constitution and enacted
laws providing reservation on the basis
of religion. Our Constitution clearly
prohibits reservations based on religion
but the Congress govt in Karnataka re-
versed the law passed by BJP to provide
reservation to OBCs and gave it to Mus-
lims, classifving all Muslims as OBC.
Even the National Commission for
Backward Classes, a constitutional
body, criticised this as against princi-
ples of ‘social justice’.

The Congress govt In Telangana has
recently said that it will replicate this
move. This proves that Congress wants
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~~ |f we really want to ensure people’s growth, we just need to

Last time, BIP swept Karnataka but it ' -~ : ; ;
Euﬁm"f a big setback ;,ﬂ?,e assembly _ {Ef , remove their barriers and empower them. This unleashes
polls. The talk is that your tally from the i depgr “ their entrepreneurial potential as we have seen in our

state will shrink. What is your assessment?
B We have been hearing this talk in
every election. People who are talking
about our tally shrinking have shrunk
to 50-0dd seats themselves, People of
Karnataka and BJP have a special rela-

equally poor
tionship. The support for BJP saw a g yp

country: even in tier-2, tier-3 cities which are giving rise to a lot of
startups and sports stars. These reasons are why wealth
redistribution, wealth tax, etc, are never successful because they
never remove poverty, they just distribute it so that everyone is
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complete and irreversible communal disharmony

ties are detrimental to the health of
soclety. We cannot be a nation where one
community is progressing with the sup-
port of constitutional norms while the
another community is stuck in a time
warp due to appeasement. We will do
everything in our capacity to make Uni-
form Civil Code a reality in India.

Your opponents in Karnataka and
elsewhere have raised the issue of a North-
South divide, claiming the Centre
discriminates against southern states. Do
you see merit in it or is it driven by their
need to fund their guarantees?

® Raising the false bogey of discrimina-
tion is their way of diverting and dis-
tracting from their corruption and mis-
governance. People of Karnataka
proudlyv sing Java Bharata Jananiva
Tanujate, Java he Karnataka Maate
(Victory to you Mother Karnataka, the
daughter of Mother India). Does Con-
eress really think its move to further
divide India will be accepted by the im-
mensely patriotic people of Karnataka?
Every patriotic Indian will reject this
artificial and false divide that Congress
Is trving to create, Congress, 1n partner-
ship with the Left, has left Kerala near-
1y bankrupt and is now seeking to do
the same in Karnataka and Telangana.
[t has just been one year since Congress
came to power in Karnataka and they
have already done serious damage to its
thriving economy. Debt incurred by the
state govt has massively increased and
their empty promises have not resulted
in providing welfare to people. In fact,
their misgovernance has spooked inves-
tors and led to flight of capital from
Karnataka. There has been a 46% reduc-
tion in FDI and 80% reduction in funds
for startups compared to last vear in the
state.

What is your worry about the current pitch
for redistribution of assets? You have said
the govt should not be expropriating wealth
and assets of people and that a plan to do
that is a reflection of the Maoist vision
which has caused havoc in so many
countries. Do you see this as a real threat?
B We should not consider this sinister
plan of the Congress party like an idle
threat, the threat is very real and stands
to hurt our nation irreversibly Thisisa
clear example of Maoist thinking and
ideology It is saddening to see the Con-
eress party and its Yuvraj carrying for-
ward such Maoist vision which is a
recipe for disaster. You would have seen
the Yuvraj sayving that we will do an
X-ray This X-ray is nothing but raiding
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ON UCC

= Uniform Civil Code is
~ 0, one of the core

" agendas of our party.
Already, BJP govts in the
states are mulling over its
implementation. Uttarakhand
has become the first state to
implement UCC. It is clear that
separate laws for communities
are detrimental to the health
of society. We cannot be a
nation, where one community
IS progressing with the
support of the constitutional
norms, while the other
community is stuck in a time
warp due to appeasement. We
will do everything in our
capacity to make Uniform Civil
Code a reality in India

every home, They will raid farmers to
see how much land they possess. They
will raid the common man to see how
much wealth he/she has earned through
hard work. They will raid the ornaments
of our women. Our Constitution pro-
tects the property of all minorities. This
means that when Congress talks of re-
distribution. it cannot touch the proper-
ties of minorities, it cannot consider
wagqgf properties for redistribution but
it will eyve the properties of other com-
munities. This will sow complete and
irreversible communal disharmony.
This is something we have to be very
careful about, we cannot let anvone harm
the country and its people, whatever rea-
sons they may have, Our nation, the wel-
fare of each and every one of our citizens
is our first and foremost priority. Our
govt doesn’'t design policies to benefit a
majority, we do not make policies that
will benefit minorities; we make policies
that benefit our nation and its 140 crore
citizens without discrimination.
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entirely on UPL all these mark emotive
moments for the entire countrv Improve-
ment of living standards is an emotive
issue which is resonating strongly in this
election. For a large number of people of
this country, they are seeing for the first
time that thev can have a better future
and achieve their dreams, which is an
emotive issue for them.

As far as Kashi and Mathura are con-

ON OTHER EMOTIVE POLL ISSUES

= |mprovement of living standards is an emotive issue which is
. resonating strongly in this election. A large number of
" people of this country are seeing for the first time that they
can have a better future and achieve their dreams, which is an

emotive issue for them

As the size of the Indian economy grows,
there are discussions about equity and
inequality. You don't seem to see wealth tax
and inheritance tax as solutions.

B [ do not think they are solutions by
any stretch of imagination. These are
actually dangerous problems disguised
as solutions. Would you work day and
night if the govt will take away vour
money in the name of redistribution?
Today, we are empowering 3 crore wom-
en to become Lakhpati Didis. Such
policies will ensure that women don't
become Lakhpatis and their aspirations
don't progress. If someone has taken a
Mudra loan and is progressing, his
growth will be stunted. Our street ven-
dors who are now growing due to our
policies will also not be able to grow.
Today, we are the third-largest startup
ecosystem in the world. Such policies
will kill the startup revolution by our
vouth. This policy is a way to please
their vote bank.

If we really want to ensure people’s
growth, we just need to remove barriers
and empower them. This unleashes
their entrepreneurial potential as we
have seen in our country; even in tier 2
and 3 cities, which are giving rise to a
lot of startups and sports stars. These
reasons are why wealth redistribution,
wealth tax etc have never been success-
ful: they never removed poverty, lt‘m:,
just distributed it so that evervone is
equally poor. The poor remain stricken
with poverty wealth creation stops and
poverty becomes uniform. These poli-
cies sow discord and block every road
to equity, they create hatred and desta-
bilise the economic as well as social
fabric of a nation.

ON AUTOCRACY

»~ Because the opposition
‘W, is not able to get power,
" they start defaming
India on the world stage. They
spread canards about our
people, our democracy and
our institutions. India does not
become an electoral autocracy
if the Yuvraj cannot
automatically get power

Barring Ram Mandir, there has been no
emotive issue in play this time around. You
seem to be optimistic that people will
consider improvements in their lives and
prospects and give you a ‘positive’ vote.
Cases relating to Kashi and Mathura
temples are in court. Rather than wait for a
lengthy legal process, can these issues be
sorted out by discussions between religious
leaders of both communities?

® Yes, Ram Mandir is an emotive issue for
the people of our country; It is a civilisa-
tional struggle of 500 yvears which has
been resolved and the prayers of genera-
tions of Indians have been answered. But
you are wrong in saying there is no other
emotive 1ssue. A ‘mahila’ getting a tap
water connection, LPG connection, toilet
and becoming a Lakhpati Didi and having
the power to dream of a better future is
an emotive moment for her and her entire
family For a vouth who wants to start his
own business and provide for his family
and has aspirations to further expand his
operations, getting a collateral-free
Mudra loan 1s also a big emotive moment.
A ‘kisan’ getting his ‘samman’, a father
being able to provide the best treatment
to his child due to Ayushman Bharat Yo-
jana, a street vendor opening a second
cart due to PM-SVANi1dhi and transacting

cerned, I will not comment much as the
cases are sub judice. But we are com-
mitted to developing our cultural herit-
age. Our manifesto speaks about the aim
to boost cultural tourism across the
country and develop temple spaces and
cultural spaces of all religions in India
as world-class destinations for pilgrim-
age and tourism. The massive develop-
ment taking place in our temple towns
will not only help the pilgrims but also
the local economy.

ON ALLEGATIONS AROUND EVMs

SC has given a good closure
", to the issue, highlighting
~ the importance of EVMs.
Oppn always wants to drag the
nation towards the era of booth
capturing, which is possible only
through paper ballots

In 2019, welfare schemes ranging from
Ujjwala to PM Awas Yojana had reached
people for the first time on a big scale.
Voters endorsed the schemes and voted for
BJP. This time, the schemes are not so new
or unique. Will delivery of schemes still be
a factor that will influence voter choice the
same way?

®m If you look at our manifesto this time
closely, vou will observe that we have
not only expanded our schemes but have
also reinvented them as per the current
aspirations of the poor. Take Mudra
Yojana for example. We brought around
an entrepreneurship revolution through
this scheme and now we will double the
loan amount to match the aspirations
and requirements of our entrepreneurs.
Take electricity for example. We en-
sured electricity reaches more than 3
crore households and 18,000 villages for
the first time, Now we have come up
with the PM Survaghar Muft Bijli Yo-
jana to ensure that people get free elec-
tricity, Take startups for example. We
brought proactive policies and ensured
that startups get all support. Now we
want to make India a startup hub.

S0, you can see that there is continu-
ity because we don’t want to change our
direction when we are successful. But
we are reimagining the scale and scope
of schemes. The poor who are exiting
poverty should not lapse into poverty
again. The progress achieved should
continue, This approac h will ensure
that people’s aspirations are also ful-
filled and also help achieve a Viksit
Bharat. Our manifesto has only things
which are achievable. We don’t believe
in making false and unrealistic prom-
ises that cannot be delivered.

Sections of the opposition like INDIA
consistently raised questions over the
credibility of EVMs. They had alleged
tampering in 2014 and, again, in 2019...

B | think our Supreme Court has given
a good closure to this issue,. The Supreme
Court judgment speaks in detail about
the importance of EVMs and the trans-
parency they bring. The opposition al-
ways wants to drag the nation towards
the era of booth capturing, which is only
possible through paper ballots. I don't
think the members of INDI Alliance
have ever been bothered about logic and
reason when it comes to EVMs. For
them, EVMs have always been the con-
venient scapegoat after defeat, Let us see
if it will be any different this time.

Opposition often alleges that there is threat
to democracy and also that the country is
moving towards being an *electoral
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In An Exclusive Interview To TOIL PM Modi Says He's Confident Of A Massive Mandate

‘1 Still Consider Myself A Challenger’

MODI'S INTERVIEWS DURING POLLS TO TOI

In His Most Comprehensive Interview Yet, BJP’s PM Candidate Opens Up To TOI
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autocracy’. The charge has found takers

in many foreign capitals. Do you see it as

a challenge?

B This is an example of the scorched
earth policy that our opposition is fol-
lowing. Because the opposition is not
able to get power, they start defaming
India on the world stage. They spread
canards about our people, our democ-
racy and our institutions. India does not
become an electoral autocracy if the
Yuvraj cannot automatically get power.
Just because he has to fight elections
and the people of India are not im-
pressed by him doesn’t make India less
democratic. I don't think there are many
takers for such charges in foreign capi-
tals. Thev often are more in sync with
reality than the ‘certificate shops’ in
their countries. When | engage with
world leaders, 1 see genuine admiration
for our democratic process and our in-
stitutions. When they deep dive into the
scale and speed of our electoral process,
they are awed by our efficiency.

The govt has been accused of misusing
investigating agencies, particularly ED and
CBI, to harass political opponents. It has
also been alleged that ‘tainted’ politicians
turn clean as soon as they join BIP.

B It is my request to the media to first
do research on these allegations. In-
stead of introspecting why its function-
aries are leaving in hordes, Congress is
making such excuses. There are many

politicians with no ED or CBI cases
against them who have left Congress
and joined us. The fact is that just a
small fraction of the agencies’ cases is
related to political figures. Of the cor-
ruption cases probed by the ED, only
3% involve politicians. The remaining
97% are linked to officials and crimi-
nals. Action is being taken against them
too. Over the last 11 years, out of 10,622
preliminary inquiries and regular
cases being investigated by the CBI,
only about 1-1.5% of the total cases in-
volved politicians. This debunks the
claim of a politically-motivated modus
operandi. Another interesting fact is
that before 2014, the ED attached assets
worth only Rs 5,000 crore, whereas in
the last 10 years that amount has in-
creased to more than Rs 1 lakh crore.
Most importantly, no ongoing inves-
tigation has been closed simply because
the person involved has joined a par-
ticular party. Corruption is a serious

ON ONE NATION, ONE POLL

= One nation, one poll is
{4, going to ensure that as
0 a nation our time, effort
and resources get invested
more productively towards
nation-building

DANCE of DEMOCRACY

ON LAST 10 YEARS

~ In the last 10 years, we have built a solid foundation for the
. nation’s growth to take flight. That is why | say that what
~ you have seen till now is only a trailer. There is a lot that |

want to do

problem, and we're dealing with it seri-
ously. We have come a long way in our
battle against corruption in the last 10
vears and are now at an inflection point.
Investigations by our central agencies
also extend to high-profile bureaucrats,
resulting in the identification and at-
tachment of proceeds worth over Rs
16,000 crore. These numbers show the
agencies’ commitment to being fair and
effective in tackling economic offences.

In Delhi, we have a situation of a sitting CM
being in jail. Although the law is silent on
this, it is against convention. Do you see
this becoming a precedent?

®m [ think it is the media’s responsibility
to show the people the full perspective
on this issue, how people of Delhi are
suffering, and what the courts have said
about the case. | am optimistic that this
will not become a precedent. 1 feel other
politicians won't be so lacking in morals
and will not go to this extent.

NDA-appointed governors have been at
loggerheads with some opposition-
governed state govis which have accused
Raj Bhavans of interfering in their work.
How would you respond to these allegations?
B Congress party, which converted Raj
Bhavans into Congress Bhavans, has no
right to speak about the sanctity of the
governor’s post. Before I took on the role
of prime minister, I was chief minister
of a state for more than a decade. In
those years, I worked under Congress
governors, [ respected them and they
respected me, despite our differences,
and this was the case for many vears.
Perhaps for the first time since India’s
Independence, we're seeing this level of
unprecedented attacks on our gover-
nors in various states, We must under-
stand that the governor acts as a bridge
between the Union and state govt, bring-
ing in much-needed balance in admin-
istration to an otherwise diverse and
vast nation. It is very unfortunate that
in certain states, we are hearing about
workers of political parties stopping the
governor's convoy, and in some states,
even throwing petrol bombs at the Raj
Bhavan. This kind of behaviour is
alarming and unacceptable. When such
incidents happen. they raise serious
concerns about the overall law and or-
der situation in the state. It indicates a
breakdown of authority and respect for
the rule of law.

As far as Raj Bhavan's interference
in state affairs goes, we need to take a
look at history Which party and people
in power misused Article 356 the most
fo paralyse state machineries that they
disagreed with? Which prime minister
used Article 356 fifty times to topple
elected govts led by opposition parties?
And this begs the question: How many
elected state govts have been toppled
unethically since 20147 None. Instead,
there has been a rise in cooperative fed-
eralism, with efforts to foster better
relations between the Centre and states,
The governor represents the constitu-
tional authority of the state, and their
position should be respected by all par-
ties, regardless of political differences.

You have attempted to expand the concept
of employment beyond govt jobs to self-
employment. Do you see your attempt
succeeding in view of the entrenched bias
for govt jobs?

B Our efforts have been to expand the
spectrum of opportunities for the vouth,
be 1t public sector; private sector or entre-
preneurship, Our 10 vears will be remems-
bered for creating the maximum number
of opportunities across all three seg-
ments. Rather than argue that one Kind
of job is better or another, we have fo-
cused on improving the overall pool of
opportunities available for the vouth. The
results are visible, The annual Periodic
Labour Force Survey data shows us that
between 2017 and 2023, the labour force
participation rate has increased from
49.8% to 57.9%. The unemployment rate
has gone down from 6% to 3.2%. Between
2017 and 2024, over 7 crore new EPFO sub-
scribers have been added. Over 8 crore
new businesses have been started with
Mudra alone and each business has sup-
ported 1-2 people. This means more than
15 crore opportunities have been created.
Now add to this Startup India, Stand-up
India loans and SVANidhi loans, the en-
trepreneurial sector itself has complete-
Iy transformed. We have opened several
new avenues for the youth. Space sector,
which was not even thought about some
yvears ago, is flourishing today.

Chur gig economy 1s thriving and em-
ploys lakhs of people, with over 20% en-
caged in highly skilled jobs. Our digital
economy is also growing exponentially
with over 6 crore jobs generated till 2019;
a number that may double in the next few
vears. A recent report has said that in the
past decade, the real estate sector has
seen the creation of over 3 crore new jobs.
I regularly attend Rozgar Melas which is
the largest-ever drive to give govt jobs
where we have given recruitment letters
to lakhs of youth.

Your vision of *Viksit Bharat' in 2047 is still
23 years away from becoming a reality. By
the time it is realised, you will be close to
95 years. Still, to your supporters and many
others, you are central to that vision.

® [ndia becoming Viksit Bharat is not
Modi’s vision. It is the vision and will
of 140 crore Indians that when the na-
tion celebrates the 100th year of Inde-
pendence, it should be a developed na-
tion. I find myself extremely fortunate
that [ have been an instrument to real-
ise the dreams and aspirations of my
countrymen. The speed and scale of our
work reflects our eagerness to take the
nation to new heights. Our model of
saturation shows our commitment to
open the doors of prosperity for every
family. Our push towards technology
and newer opportunities 1s ensuring

that our vuva shakti reaches its full
potential. Our borders today are more
secure than ever, our nari shakti is the
one leading social change, our inira-
structure is acquiring global standards
and our economy is turning more and
more aatmanirbhar. In the last 10 years,
we have built a solid foundation for the
nation’s growth to take tlight. That is
why I say that what yvou have seen till
now is only a trailer. There is a lot that
| want to do. Let me assure you, Modi
is blessed by 140 crore Indians. He will
not stop till the dream of Viksit Bharat
is achieved.

You have been credited with raising

India’s global stature with a more assertive
and ambitious foreign policy. Tell us about
your experience of having steered India

in a conflict-ridden world in which the
pursuit of our national interests seemed,

at least to some of our partners in the
West, to be at odds with the rules of the
international order?

B Shouldn't the goal of our foreign poli-
cy be to advance our national interest?
Our approach to foreign policy is ‘nation
first’. And when we talk about our rise
through a ‘nation first’ approach, it
doesn't threaten the world. The world
feels the rise of India is good for the
world. The world only respects those who
stand for themselves. No one respects

ON IKASHI & MATHURA
TEMPLE DEMAND

| will not comment
& much as the cases are
" sub judice. But we are
committed to develop our
cultural heritage. Our
manifesto speaks about the
aim to boost cultural tourism
across the country and
develop temple spaces &
cultural spaces of all religions
in India as world-class
destinations for pilgrimage
and tourism. The massive
development taking place in
our temple towns will not only
help the pilgrims but also the
local economy

those who cannot even stand for their
national interest, So when we conducted
our foreign policy as per our national
interest, initially it would have come as
a surprise to many. For example, when
we went into trade deal discussions look-
Ing at our interests in mind, our partners
and even the media were surprised to
see us doing so. Qur partners have real-
ised that it is normal for nations to stand
for thelr national interest. Doing so, In
fact, increased their respect for India.
They came to terms with a new reality
where India is very cognisant of what is
good for its people and what is not. Today,
the world respects India for being able
to ensure that fuel and energy prices for
its citizens stayved in control despite the
global conflicts.

Whenever I meet world leaders, [ see
that their interest and attraction for
India is increasing. They see the situa-
tion in their countries and compare it
with how India is a nation brimming
with optimism and opportunities. [ see
genuine respect for India and Indians.
Yes, the world is today filled with con-
flicts and chaos, but there are islands
of calm and growth like India. India's
role is more important in the world than
ever before.

ON ED/CBI RAIDS

= Only a small fraction of

" the agencies’ cases is

= related to political
figures. Of the corruption
cases probed by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED),
only 3% have been related to
politicians. The remaining 97%
cases are linked to officials
and criminals. Action is being
taken against them, too. Over
the last 11 years, out of 10,622
preliminary inquiries and
regular cases being
investigated by the CBI, only
about 1-1.5% of the total cases
involved politicians. This
debunks the claim of a
politically-motivated modus
operandi

If your assessment is proven right, you will
equal Pandit Nehru's record of scoring
three straight wins. Your views on this rare
feat also in view of the contrasting
backgrounds you both came from.

B T'o be honest, I donot know about these
records. It is your work to analyse such
trends. I just keep doing my work.

But since you have asked this gues-
tion, I would urge vou to do an analysis
of this. You could look at the political
landscape at that time, the opposition
parties and their leaders. You could look
at the level of awareness among people
for their rights as well as their education
levels. You can look at the media pres-
ence. An analysis should be done com-
paring how the country progressed in
Nehru ji's 10 years versus our 10 vears.
We are at a very important juncture as
the country is preparing a roadmap for
the next 25 years and it would enlighten
the public.
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Ecology is permanent economy
SUNDERLAL BAHUGUNA

Missing In Election

Environment risks are borne directly by people.
Yet, it hasn’t emerged as a serious poll issue
Uttarakhand has struggled to cope with frequent outbreaks of

forest fires this vear. Over the weekend, fires progressed up to

Nainital, triggering the use of IAF helicopters to douse the
flames. Forest fires are not just a threat to lives and property, they
alsoundermine tourisminastate thatdependson it. Not thatitreally
mattered in the campaign strategies in the state’s LS polls. No observer
can be blamed for considering forest fires a non-issue.

Missing anger | Environmental risks in India have been multi-
plying. Along with it the related costs are rising. These costs are
borne mostly by people as mitigation mechanisms such as insurance
are not yvet sophisticated enough. However, this challenge is seldom
an election issue. Political parties are happy to skirt these issues as
they don’t seem to catalyse an electorate’s anger.

Bad air days | The absence of anger is not because the problem is
invisible. For example, India’s poor air quality is a perceptible
problem. Air pollution may be termed a
“silent killer”™ but its health effects are
debilitating. Somethingthat is tangible.

Its economic fallout is huge. World
Bankrecentlyestimated the economic costs
of India's poor air quality. It concluded
that the lost output from premature
deaths and morbidity in 2019 was 1.4% of
GDPE or $36.8 billion. Despite the quantifi-
cation of the costs of pollution it hasn't
emerged as ameaningful election issue,

Complexity leads to delay | One plausible reason for low priority
given to environment-related consequences is the complexity of
challenge. It requires bringing together many stakeholders to gauge
the trade-offs involved. Subsequently, the benefits of a course of
action take time to show up. The nature of the problem is incompatible
with the incentives that drive political parties. It's therefore convenient
tokick thecandowntheroad.

Outliersneeded | Traditional political parties arenot going tomake
anextraeffort toaddress environmental issues in a sustained manner:
While it's relatively easy to announce targets such as an increase in
installed capacity of renewable energy, dealing with domestic environ-
mental issues is painstaking because of clashing stakeholder interests.
This is where India could do with a ground-up green political move-
ment. Their most important contribution globally is mainstreaming
the environment agenda. A green party doesn’t have to capture power.
It needs to capture the imagination to catalyse change.

Single & Weaker

BJP’s manifesto promises it. But joint
theatre commands remain elusive
C hina recently undertook another major military reorganisation

by dissolving PLA's Strategic Support Force (SSF) and replacing

it with Information Support Force for better oversight on cyber,
space and tech-driven operations. SSF was created in 2015 as a new
branch of PLA alongside PLA's theaterisation exercise that saw seven
previous military regions refashioned into five theatre commands.

India’s incomplete theaterisation | India, however, has been
taking baby steps in the theaterisation process. While BJP’'s 2024 Lok
Sabha election manifesto promises the implementation of joint
theatre commands, this comes more than two decades after Kargil
Review Committee submitted its report expressing dissatisfaction
with the military structure. Sure, we now have a
Chief of Defence Staff toserveasasingle pointof
military advice for govt. But bringing army, navy
and airforce personnel and assetstogetherunder
joint commands remains a challenge.

Tricky negotiations | India currently has 17
single-service commands. In case of conflict with
China, New Delhi has to mobilise at least seven

- . service commands to Beijing's one joint western
command. However, discussions around India’s theaterisation have been
plagued by questions about who conftrols assets that were previously
assigned to individual services, and command over personnel.

Rivalries galore | Add to this off-record admissions of inter-and
intra-services rivalries. Three- and four-star officers want to retain
their existing rank privileges, which they may have to give up under
the proposed three-joint-command framework — two land-based
commands and one maritime command.

Slow transition | To promote jointness, Parliament passed the
Inter-Service Organisation (Command, Control and Discipline) Bill
that will apply to all military personnel who were hitherto governed
by separateservicerules. Cross-service staffing of army, navy and air
force has begun. But the process to create a culture of jointness istoo
slow. China has raced ahead. If India is to avoid another 1962, it has
to quickly flatten its military structure and create joint theatre
commands now. Even lessons from the Ukraine war demand this.

Fit, fight, go straight

Best cheatsheet for your Kerala holiday
Shinie Antony

With the monsoon poised to lash Kerala, yvou may bedreaming
of houseboats, backwaters, theyyam and kathakali. If headed
for God's own country, here are some tips, so you will eat the
sadhva —feast —but not the banana leaf it's served on.

Hydrate with warm jeera water, cool nannari sarbath and
sodas like Palakkadan masala, Fuljar, goli. Tea is syrupy unless
vou ask for ‘a without', which means without sugar. There's tender coconut
water, buttermilk filled with green chillies and curry leaves, and fresh toddy,
‘Touchings’ can be spicy peanuts, prawns or pickle. Kappa-meen isa pairing of
legendary lovers like appam-stew, A non-vegetarian is known as ‘non’, and served
meat ularthivathu (dry) or porichadu (frv), and fish pollichathu (steamed in
leaves) or vevichathu (reduced with cambogia). Plantains make pazham-pori,
unnakaya, pazham nirachathu, and are routinely diced for chips.

Rice is red, Malabar parotas go round and round, salads are called sallas.
Papadamsare smaller and bubblier than appalams and papads. Halwa isblack,

red or vellow, made with jaggery and coconut milk; oceasionally a

(s¥e) \ pretty girl is described as haluva.
~

Manyv English words are passed oft as Malayalam. ‘Fit’ isdrunk,
‘tight’ broke, ‘spap’ flattery and ‘number’ a con-job. ‘Best’ 1s a sarcastic
replacement for ‘the worst’. Pompous peeps are said to carry ‘head-weight’
while ‘mouth-looker’ (translated from vaya-noki) is usually a man dedicated to
staring unblinkingly at women. Hus and hussy are short for husband; an
annoying hus, if non, can be easily bumped off with a high-cholesterol diet.
If the need to grease palms arises, psst, a bribe is code-named ‘something’.
Plotting a murder? A ‘quotation’ (supari) will get vou a discount. The dead are
called ‘close’, to clarify they are no longer open to chatting.

With Malayalam cinema now considered international-level, at least by
Malayalis, proclaim it publicly in order to start aparty, Don't gush— keep it real
like our films do— or they'll say ‘over aayee’. Our actors neither wear makeup
nor match steps while dancing. Try martial art kalaripayvatu (payvaty a
corruption of ‘fight’) only if booked into an ayurveda spa for recovery. Gold
is our metal and nighty the state costume. Like anywhere else in India, at
T junctions a local will confidently say, 'Go straight’. Aivye is a disgusted
Aivyvo, Umma is mwah, sosay thisonly if vou are looking for commitment.

EVERY WAR'S A GAME .
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MP’s Sound Of Silence

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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BJP hopes this shows voters’ faith in the party, Congress sees flickers of revival. It’s difficult
to tell either way. But electors going quiet can be troubling for democracy

Anastasia Piliavsky and Tommaso Sbriccoli

Around 8% fewer
voters went to the
boothson Aprilly, the
firstday of Lok Sabha
polling in Madhva
e | Pradesh, than in 2019.
This is twice the national average 4% drop in voter
turnouts in the election’'s first phase.,

Tough fight | Publicly, neither party has shown unease
with the participation plunge, each blaming the
other’s lethargic voters. In private, however, BJP
cadres we spoke to in eastern MP are anxious. They
know that even though BJP took the state assembly
with no trouble last vear, this vear for them will not be
a walk in the park. The anti-incumbency feeling is
palpable across the state, and the six constituencies in
Vindhya and Bundelkhand regions that went to polls
on April 26 saw fierce battles.

Difficult to read | What makes BJP workers even
more nervous than falling turnouts is how closely the
voters are now holding the cards to their chests. The
campaign took its usual course. A vast army of party
workers, bigger than ever, filled the state with thou-
sands of posters
POLLITICS)| i .7
have marched up
Special Series on Elections | and down the
streets of towns
and villages, organised a record number of proces-
sions and rallies, gone door-to-door round the clock.
Crores of flowers have been strung into lakhs of
garlands toadorn dozens of candidates’ necks.

But one crucial electoral ritual has not gone to
plan. In the ran-up to the elections, the party conducted,
asusual, afine-grained pre-electoral survey Ordinarily,
by the time voters head for the booths, party workers
know with great precision - caste by caste, street by
street, house by house - who will vote for whom. Since
the people conducting these surveys are typically local
workers who know their villages and neighbourhoods
inside out, they can normally go even further than
this, distinguishing wvoters’ honest answers from
strategic bluffs.

Chup-chap voters | This is not so this time around.
Despite their best efforts, party workers are failing to
get voters toreveal theirchoice. “Noone savsanything
about whom they will vote for!” lamented a BJP
worker in the district of Dewas. Public spaces, having

been saturated with signage and rhetoric during
campaigning, now ooze an eery psephological silence.
There is no way to judge how well a politician performed
or how effective a party’s campaign has been,

Beyond the nerve-wracking suspense into which the
tight-lipped electors have plunged politicians, this new

silenceisgivingthis round of elections ageneral auraof
distrust, suspicion and moral disquiet. The ballot itself
is of course cast in secret, but normally people are
publicly outspoken about their choice. In politics, much
as in life otherwise, doing things chup seorchupke se, in

silence and secrecy, morally discredits people, making
them suspect of being a dishonest partner or an untrust-
worthy ally. So people tend to support politicians openly,
attend open feasts, display party paraphernalia on
the fronts of their homes and even swear political
allegiances in theatrical publicrituals.

Any politically active person in a village or a town
neighbourhood shifting to a new party would put this
on public display, lest they acquire a reputation of
someone who is undependable and underhanded. At
least invillage and provincial ME if the ballot issecret
dejure, it is public de facto.

Minority play | Or so has been the case until now, A near-
perfect two-party state, MP has been a reliable strong-
hold for BJP, which has ruled it with almost no inter-
ruptions (apart for a two-year period when Congress
won with the support of other parties and independent
MLAs)fortwo decades. Over the past 10 years, even the
state’s small Muslim minority (under 7%) joined the
party ranks. Most of them have not been seduced by
BJP's ideology or political agenda, but have voted
pragmatically since 2014 to secure basic services,
whether water or electricity or any number of licences
thatevery Indian citizen needs at some point in life,

In rural Dewas, many Muslims publicly declared
their political turn in small groups that would gather
in shops or on village chabutaras, using standard
formulae and ritualised oaths.

Something brewing? | This vear sees no such perfor-
mances — and little sense of what revelations the
booths will hold. What can this silence mean? While
any partyatlarge, as BJPnow is, hopesthat the silence
is of consent, it is also deeply nervous because the
sound of silence may just as well indicate brewing
trouble. If claims and protests are not heard on the
streets, 1s something brewing behind the scenes
chupke se? This anxiety deepens as one looks over the
border with Rajasthan, where BJP is having all kinds
of unforeseen troubles,

Meanwhile, Congress supporters now have slightly
raised hopes. Does the chup-chap electorate - silent on the
streetsas much as in booths — bode pleasant surprises
or even a miracle toppling of the pre-poll predictions?
Whatever the parties may hope for and fear most
disturbing is the possibility that the silence signifies
the death of opposition or even protest within civil
society may be settling in.

The writers areanthropologists

MP (29 seats) has voted for 13 seats in the first two phases.
It goes to polls on May 7 for the third of its four-phase election

‘Witty polymath & institution builder’

Finance Commission chairman fondly recalls his long association with Jagdish Bhagwati, who retires
this academic year. Panagariya calls Bhagwati the most influential trade theorist of his generation

Arvind Panagariya

socialism and towards markets,

with appointments in economics, law,

titled Alchemy of Finance, which

| After a spectacular
Bo-year-long career as
the world's leading
economist, Jagdish
Bhagwati will retire this
academic year. So, it is
an opportune time to pay tribute to him.

Arguably Bhagwati is the most
influential international trade economist
of his generation. Paul Samuelson, the
first American to win Nobel Prize in
Economics, has described his era as the
“Age of Bhagwati in international trade”.
Paul Krugman, the 2008 Nobel winner
for his work on New Trade Theory, has
said that had he been on the Nobel Com-
mittee that vear, he would have awarded
the prize first to his teacher Jagdish
Bhagwati for his “really insightful
work” on Old Trade Theory.

A polymath, Bhagwati has made
seminal contributions to diverse
fields, including immigration, climate
change, development, and political
philosophy.

An architect of institutions
Internationally, Bhagwati helped
design World Trade Organisation in his
role as economic policy adviser to
Arthur Dunkel, then Director General
of the General Agreementon Tariffsand
Trade. Nationally, his policy writings on
India influenced and shaped the thin-
kKingof almostall economists and policy
analvsts who contributed to changing
the economy’s orientation away from

Beginning with Indira Gandhi, all
prime ministers who have served in office
a full term or longer have personally
known him.

Wide spectrum scholarship

Bhagwati did his bachelor’s in
commerce from Sydenham College in
Bombay in 1954 and immediately
proceeded to do the Tripos at St John's
College, Cambridge University. He then
didstintsasavisitingscholarat MIT and
Nuffield College, In1960s, he was back in
India, spending two vears at Indian
Statistical Institute and four at Delhi
school of Economics. In 1966, he moved
to US, where he
spent a vear at
Columbia and
then 13 years
at MI'T. In 1980,
he returned to
Columbia,
where he has
been a professor

Calvin & Hobbes
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and international and public affairs.

Bhagwatihaswrittenarticlesinall
leading scholarly journals on econo-
mics, published books too numerous
to count, shaped media debates on the
leading economic policy issues of the
day, and founded and edited leading
economics journals. Several universi-
ties have conferred honorary degrees
onhim.

GOl awarded Bhagwati Padma
Vibhushan. Government of Japan has
honoured him with Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star:
Healso has several prizes named
after him. Among them is Jag-
dish Bhagwati Chair in Indian
Political Economy, which lam
honoured to hold. Colum-
biathus hasa Bhagwati
professor and Pro-
fessor Bhagwati,

which
frequently
leads to some
confusion.

Rapier pen

Bhagwati writes with wit,
often to the great disadvantage
of his opponents. | cannot
resist giving at least one
example of it to give the
reader a taste of it. In 1987,
(George Soros wrote a book.

MAKES THE
MOMNEY AND
STICKS \T
QUT THIS
SLOT,
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«AND BEHIND THE MACTHINE
THERES A GUY WITH A
PRINTING PRESS WHO
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LIWES UP 1IN
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AMD QPFENS

Bhagwati reviewed in New Republic. He
began the review thus, “Now that Soros
has made his fortune, he is eager to tell
all. But his aspirations as a writer soar
above a simple narrative of hisfinancial
dealings. ...He wishes to develop a theory
that would equally embrace his mundane
financial activities and grander themes
such as the reform of the international
economicsystem. Successon Wall Street
has given Soros the sangfroid, and
wealth the wherewithal, to pursue his
dream.” Here he turns the knife to
administer a devastating blow: “Alas.
it prompts the guestion: Money
talks, butcan it write?”
At 490, Bhagwati retains his
quick wit and humour,

Neverletgo

A model teacher, Bhagwati has no
equal as a mentor. Unlike most profes-
sors, who support their students at most
till they land their first job, he adopts
them for life and gives them his fulsome
support. Theflip side is that the students
adore him and have produced as many as
six festschrifts celebrating him.

At his retirement party this past
April 15, after his students, friends and
colleagues had paid him one glowing
tribute after another, and his turn to
speak came, his opening line, delivered
with his trademark mischievous smile,
was, “1 know 1 should not believe all this,
but 1 do!” He then became sombre,
noting, “Life has been good to me and
I could not have asked for more.”

Sacredspace

People are
cowards; don't be
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8 ..whatsoever feels
good s good, whatsoever feels beautiful is
beautiful .. whatsoever makes vou happy
is hound to be true. Anand, bliss, is the
only criterion of truth.

Osho

There Is No Scarcity Of Anand, Mind It

Hansaji Yogendra

specificattribute of Brahmn, the

ultimatereality, as wellasthe
highest state of existence for the
individual self.

Inthe Upanishads, anand is one of
the threeessential attributes of
Brahmn, along with sat, existence, and
chit, consciousness. These three
aspects of the nature of ultimate
reality are often expressed as Sat-
Chit-Anand. Bliss is, therefore, the
experience of unbound, eternal, and
unalloyed happiness of the chit,
derived from the very experience of
existence, that issat. Thatis, bliss
doesn’'t necessarily come fromadream
life or the life you think vou ought to be
living. Rather it isan intense state of
joy from life, as it is.

The spiritual seience of perpetually
being in bliss is all about empowering

In Indic philosophy. anand,; bliss, isa

ourselvestocelebrate and valuelife as
itis. This seems especially difficult
for most of us today when we are cons-
tantly afflicted with a sense of
unworthiness. We think that wedonot
deserve anand as weare. We expect
that the next set of professional or
personal orfinancial achieve-
ments will in some way
malke us more worthy _
and moreq ua!il‘if_zd to by )
experience bliss in life.
These arethe criteria of
the ego, not of the spirit,
notspirituality.

scarcity of anand; vou can be as joyvous
asyvouwant without it affecting the
availability of bliss toothers. The
basic idea isthat our own Self is the
very nature of bliss.

Yes, you were never meant to be so

worried in life or about life. All you
need todois tolearn how to be
more blissful. Some basic
concepts that can help vou
bhe more blissful every day
are: First, acceptance - to
experience bliss, start by
accepting vourself and

THE SPEAKING TREE Your life exactly as they

Inthespiritual

are. Avoid dwelling on

sciences, bliss is
ungualified, unguantified

BLISSTECH irrove Scoond. seiriove

and accessible toeveryone
by the simple fact of their human
existence. Thatis, youdon't need to be
anything other than vourself to
experience perpetual bliss. And bliss
isunqguantified, that is, there is no

—caring for yourself isnot
selfish, you are as worthy of love,
affection and careas anvone else. And
only when vou fill vour own cup with
love can you share it with others.
Third, gratitude-in a culture

obsessed with scarcity and lack,
gratitude isaradical act of defiance,
an acknowledgment of the infinite
blessings in our lives each day. If you
think yvou have nothing to be grateful
for, then think of your life without the
things vou have now. Fourth, purpose—
tolive in bliss, also implies the un-
folding of our true soul-purpose. Bliss
isthe gentle breeze that caresses our
spirit in momentsof serenity. But it is
alsothe fierce flame of dedication,
determination and will-power that
motivates us to keep pursuing our
deepest goals despite adversity.

Bliss, therefore, is not only a sense of
euphoria, itisalsoa deep knowing of
our life purpose and the joy that comes
from fulfilling work.

While pleasures are temporary and
often lead to attachment and suffering,
anandisanenduring, intrinsic state
of being that transcends the ups and
downs of life,




Why BYD’s EV Exports Sell
For Twice The China Price

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

@ US and European politicians have raised alarms

that domestic auto industries could be destroyed
by a wave of cheap Chinese electric vehicles

@ But so far, China's top EV maker, BYD, has
dramatically hiked export prices compared to what it
charges at home rather than undercut foreign rivals

® The goal: to rake in hefty profit margins the
automaker can't get in China amid fierce competition

Source: Reuters

In China,
the midrange
version sells for

$19,283

In Germany,
_ the little SUV is priced at

$42,789

— a price that's still
competitive with
comparable electric
vehicles in that market

TIMES BUSINESS

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024
® Take the BYD Atto 3, a compact electric crossover...

@ BYD's big export
markups also
underscore the massive
cost advantages that
China's EV industry
has over foreign
competitors

Beyond 76k-cr: Govt to scale i
up semiconductor package ik

New Plan May Surpass Earlier One | Preliminary Work Underway
FRESH INCENTIVES IN PIPELINE

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Govi islookingat
rolling out a fresh multi-bil-
lion-dollar incentive package
for semiconductor compani-
esafternearly exhausting the
Rs 76,000-crore plan that was
launched in Dec 2021 for sup-
porting investing companies,
top sources told TOL

Preliminary work on the
new package, which is “in all
likelihood be much bigger
than the previousone™, has al-
ready begun, even though an-
nouncements in this regard
will be made only once the
new govt takes charge post the
national elections, they said.

“The new package would
be one of the key agendas for
the new govt and will be ta-
ken up on a priority basis,”
oneof the sources said, poin-
ting out that new proposals
that are coming in for semi-
conductors necessitate a
fresh package.

276,000-crore | Incentive
package for semiconductor

%22,500cr | Micron's testing
and packaging unit in Gujarat

¥91,000¢cr | Tata Electronics's

companies launched in Dec 2021
KEY PROJECTS

=~ *» This has almost been
- exhausted after the
" spate of investments

T27.000cr | Semiconductor
Assembly and Test unit by
Tata in Morigaon, Assam

first semiconductor fab unit 37,600cr | CG Power

with Taiwanese Powerchip o &l » project with Japanese

Semiconductor - - Renesas Electronics and

Manufacturing Corp at j vy t, Stars Microelectronics

Dholera in Gujarat | of Thailand
“Thematterwouldbetab- and China, which have anno-

led before the new Cabinet as
some of the proposals are at
anadvanced stage and would
require immediate assuran-
ces from the state in terms of
incentives,” the source said.
Suceess of Dec 2021 packa-
ge is prompting the govt to
work out anew one, especially
inview of theaggressivestan-
ceof countriessuch asthe US

unced much bigger packages
for companies that are inves-
ting in semiconductors,
Under the current plan,
govt extends fiscal support
of up to 50% of a project’s
cost to eligible display and
semiconductor fabricators.
This has been almost ex-
hausted after the spate of in-
vestments thatcame in.

Following govt's efforts
led by communications & IT
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw;,
India — which had previous-
ly failed to get any credible
proposals for semiconductor
manufacturing— finally ma-
naged to score big after Ame-
rican Micron emerged as the
first major plaver toenter the
space with a Rs 22 500-crore
testing and packaging unit in
Gujarat in June last vear.

This was followed up with
approval to three proposals
worth nearly Rs 1.3 lakh crore
in Febthis vear. These compri-
se: Rs 91,000-crore project of
Tata Electronics to set up Indi-
a's first semiconductor fab
unit with Taiwanese Power-
chip Semiconductor Manu-
facturing; Rs 27.000-crore Se-
miconductor Assembly and
Test (TSAT) unit by Tata; and
Rs 7.600-crore project of CG
Power with Japanese Renesas
Electronics and Stars Microe-
lectronics of Thailand.

Private banks grapple with rising I'T
spends amid surge in e-transactions

Mayur.Shetty@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Private banks are
experiencing a significant
increase in IT expenses as
most transactions are now
conducted digitally Unlike
the one-time capital expen-
ses incurred when they mig-
rated to core banking, IT 1s
now becoming a recurring
cost accounting for up to 10%
of operating expenses.
Bankers have responded
to queries about their level
of IT capabilities in light of
RBI's action on Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, freezing the
lender’s digital onboarding
and credit card issues. They
said that investments in IT
capability are a continuous
process and cannot be consi-
dered as done and dusted.
Previously, technology
mainly replicated manual
tasks. Now, investments cover
various areas, such as hand-
ling billions of monthly trans-
actions across channels,
enabling integration with
other businesses and servi-
ces, leveraging analytics for

FIU notifies
fresh alerts for

New Delhi: A fresh set of ‘alert

RECURRING COSTS

> The scale-up in tech use is
an area of concern for RBI. It
wants to ensure banks make
the necessary investments in

percentage of overall spending
have risen from 5.6% in 2019 to
about 9.4% in the current fiscal

> Indusind Bank spends 8-10%

;ﬁeeﬂsa‘ga !:r?sﬁ Li:glumﬂ of its total expenditure on IT
and have a backup ’ > Yes Bank’s IT expenditure
] has gone up 17% to 21,108
> As aresult, ITis - crore in FY24 — nearly 30%
becoming a recurring the bank's spends on staff
cost accounting for up to expenditure. This includes both
10% of operating expenses the opex spend as well
> For ICICI Bank, IT spendsasa| as depreciation
targeted sales, and employing  ecutive director of 1CICI

Al for customer service wit-
hout human involvement.

The scale-up in the use of
technology is an area of con-
cern for RBI, which wants to
ensure banks have made the
necessary investments in sy-
stems to handle the volume,
protect against fraud, and
have a backup.

“OurIT and eybersecurity
spends as a percentage of ove-
rall spending between 2019
and the current fiscal have
moved up from 5.6% to about
9.4%," said Sandeep Batra, ex-

Bank, inan earnings call after
the bank’s results. The bank
said that technology spending
would continue to grow at a
faster pace than overall ex-
penses, but the rate of growth
of tech expenses — given the
fast pace—would moderate.
Bankers said that the issu-
es cited by RBI in Kotak's case
— managing IT egquipment,
updating software, control-
ling user access, vendor risk
management, and data securi-
ty strategy —are part of RBI's
checklist in supervision.

“These issues have to be cons-
tantly addressed. A bank can-
not say that it has addressed
the issues once and forall.”

According to Sumant
Kathpalia, M) & CEQ of In-
dusind Bank, the bank
spends 8-10% of its total ex-
penditure on IT. He added
that the private lender has a
board-level committee that
is constantly evaluating its
technology capabilities.

Yes Banksald itsIT expen-
diture has gone up 17% to Ks
1,108 crore in FY24 — nearly
30% the bank's spends on
staff expenditure. The expen-
diture mncludes opex spends
and depreciation. “About 10%
of our operating costs are co-
ming from technology, and
we are conscious of that we
keep investing in technology,
information security, and in-
frastructure for our future
scale,” a bank official said.

Subrat Mohanty, executi-
ve director in charge of ban-
king operations at Axis Bank,
said that the bank has made
investments to handle the sur-
ze in digital transactions.

* Musk visits China in push

capitalmkts  for "[esla self-driving cars

indicators’ have been issued by
India’s financial intelligence
unit (FIU) for capital markets,
insurance companies, online
pavment gateway intermedia-
ries and crypto currency servi-
ce providers for effective check-
ing of suspicious transactions
in their channels. The move co-
mes as part of the anti-money
laundering and counter-terro-
rism financing regime.

These new guidelines have
been issued under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of Mo-
ney Laundering Act during
FY23 and published in a recent-
Iy released report that has been
accessed by PTL This is part of
the anti-money laundering
and combating the financing
of terrorism regime followed
by the country. acencies
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- his meeting with Chine-

_J%e Premier Li Qiang on
Sunday with a post on social
media platform X. “Honou-
red to meet with Premier Li
Qiang. We have known each
other now for many vears,
since early Shanghai days,”
Musk posted, with a picture
with the premier:

Tesla reached an accord
with Chinese authorities for
a plant in Shanghai, its first
outside the US, in 2018. The
US electric vehicle maker rol-
led out Full Seli-Driving, or
FSD, the most autonomous
version of its Auntopilot soft-
ware, four years ago but has
vettomake itavailable in Chi-

l_‘ lon Musk alsoconfirmed

na, its second-largest market
globally, despite customers
urging it todoso.

Musk said thismonth Tes-
la may make FSD available to
customers in China “very so-
on’”, inresponse toa query on

social media platform X. Ri-

val Chinese automakers such
as Xpeng have been seekingto
gain an advantage over Tesla
by rolling out similar softwa-
re. Heislooking to obtain app-
roval to transfer data collec-
ted in the country abroad to
train algorithms for its auto-
nomous driving technologi-
es, the person said. Tesla has
since 2021 stored all data col-
lected by its Chinese fleet in
Shanghai as required by Chi-
nese regulators and has not
transferred any back to the

US. Chinese state broadcas-
ter CCTV, in its report about
Musk’s meeting with Li, did
not say whether the two had
discussed FSD, or data.
Earlier in the day, a sepa-
rate report carried by state
radio said Li had visited the
ongoing Beljing auto show
and had commented about
how China's smart new ener-
gy vehicle (NEV) sector had
gained a leading position in
the market and that the co-
untry had to work hard and
maintain its advantages.
Musk also met with Ren
Honghin, a govt official who
heads the China Council for
the Promotion of Internatio-
nal Trade, the organiser of
the Beijing auto show, state
mediareported. acencies

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: Amid row over the
alleged presence of carcinoge-
nic ethylene oxide, a form of
pesticide, in its select spice
packs, MDH (Mahashian Di
Hatti) has called such claims
untrue and lacking any sub-
stantiating evidence. The com-

pany said that it has not recei-

ved any communication on the
topic from regulatory authori-
tiesof Singaporeor Hong Kong.

The over-100-year-old brand
said that itdoesnot useethylene
oxide at any stage of storing,
processing or packaging its spi-
ces, “MDH's statement is furt-
her supported by the fact that
nodal regulatory authorities
stch asthe Spice Board of India
and FSSAI have not received
any communication or test re-
ports from Hong Kong or Singa-
pore authorities regarding this
matter. This reinforces the fact
that the allegations against
MDH are baseless, unsubstanti-
ated and not backed by any con-
crete evidence,” the firm said.

Twoof India's biggest spice
brands — MDH and Everest —
have come under the scanner
over alleged unsafe food practi-
ces, “MDH Group reassures
their consumers that MDH abi-
des by health and safety stan-
dards, both domestically and
internationally MDH’s tagline
‘asli masale sach sach’ reflects
the company’s genuine coms-
mitment to provide authentic,
high-quality spices totheir cus-
fomers,” the company said.

Everest and MDH lead In-
dia’s branded spices market,
thesizeof which hasbeenpeg-
ged by analysts at well over Rs
20,000 crore,

Pvt banking
doyen, Abhay
Aima, dies

Tinmes News NETWORK

Mumbai: Abhay Aima, the
original doyven of private
banking in India, has passed
away at the age
of 63. He was
with HDFC
{ Bank for 25
yvears and used

vate banking
and equities businesses, His
sudden demise happened at
hisresidence in Bandraat 4.20
pmon Saturday,accordingtoa
statement.

Before joining HDFC Bank
in Jan 1995, he was with Citi-
bank., Butbanking was not his
first career love. A pass out
from the National Defence A-
cademyandelementaryflying
school-Bidar, he wanted to be
afighter pilot inthe Indian Air
Force. But eventually settled
intoabankingcareer.

...........................................

HUL rejigs
mgmt panel

Mumbai: Hindustan Unile-
ver has announced that B P
Biddappa will join the HUL
management committee as
executive director, HR and
chief peaple, transformation
and sustainability officer for
South Asia. Anuradha Raz-
dan, executivedirector, chief
HR officer, South Asia, has
been appointed toa global ro-
le as chief reward & organi-
gsation development officer
for Unilever. tun

Optimistic about long-term growth: HCLTech CEO

Shilpa Phadnis &
Veena Mani | Tun

Bengaluru: HCLTech CEOC
Vijavakumar said that altho-
ugh macroeconomic indica-
tors have remained unchang-
ed, he 1s optimistic about the
IT industry's growth pro-
spectsinthemid to long term.

Unlike some of its peers,
HCL's banking and financial
services business emerged as
its top-performing vertical,
growing 2.8% sequentially
and 12.1% vear-on-year in
constant currency in 2023-24.
This growth occurred despite
amuted macroeconomicenvi-
ronment, with no pickup in
discretionary spending as cli-
entsadopted acautiousappro-

C Vijayakumar | ceo, HeLTECH

In BFSI, we have taken a few strategic initiatives, We've been
“ investing in the wealth and asset management space as
a capability, and we have strong partnerships to drive good
momentum in that space. The second big bet was on hybrid
cloud adoption in financial services. We saw some very good
wins and a lot of execution that helped prop up some of these
revenues. And the third is insurance. These three areas
are contributing to the growth in financial services

ach, Its mainstay market —
the Americas —grew 4.2% se-
quentially and 6.8% year-on-
vear during thesame period.
“In BFSI, we have taken a
few strategic initiatives. We-
've been investing in the we-
alth and asset management
space as a capability, and we
have strong parinerships to
drive good momentum in that
space. The second big bet was

on hyvbrid cloud adoption in
financial services. We saw so-
me very good winsandalot of
executionthat helped propup
some of these revenues. And
the third is insurance. These
three areas are contributing
to the growth infinancial ser-
vices. And we are positioned
as a challenger in a lot of lar-
ge accounts, where we star-
ted small and are scaling up

guite nicely,” he told TOI ina
post-earnings interaction on
Saturday HCL added three
clients to its $100 million port-
folio, taking the total count to
22, Its annual bookings stood
at §9.7 billion in FY24, which
1s a 10.2% growth compared
to the vear-ago period.

Given subdued macroeco-
nomic indicators and pressu-
re on the demand side,
HCLTech projects its revenue
growth between 3% and 5% In
constant currency for FY25. It
has set a margin guidance of
18-19% for the current financi-
al year, mirroring previous
yvear's figures. “We have dives-
ted the JV with State Street.
S0, some of that could also im-
pact FY25 performance. Ove-

rall, I think, keeping the ma-
cro conditions to be like what
itwasin FY24,that'swhatisin
the guidance,” Vijavakumar
said. However, he didn't quan-
tify the impact from the JV.
NYSE-listed financial ser-
vices firm State Street has
consolidated its operations
in India, acquiring a 49% sta-
ke in State Street HCL Servi-
ces—aJV between the global
financial services firm and
HCL UK, for $170 million. Sta-
te Street has partnered with
HCLTech for more than a de-
cade, The software business
grew 2.3% year-on-year in
constant currency. The sub-
scription and support reve-
nue has grown to 83.8% in
FY24from 78.8% in FY23.

to head its pri-

@ By comparison, Tesla,
which has a higher

cost base than Chinese
rivals, sells its Chinese-
made Model 3 for only
37% more in Germany
than in China

Men’s ethnic wedding

wear demand surges

~ Strengthening Network And New Offerings
Fuel Growth | Sales Of Sherwanis, Kurtas Up

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: It's all about
‘band, baja and sherwani’
in the men's apparel mar-
ket. Sales of men’'s traditio-
nal wedding wear, inclu-
ding sherwanis, have jum-
ped 25% in the last three ve-
ars. The rising demand is
also spurring competition
in the wedding-wear seg-
ment, resulting in organi-
sed playvers, including Adi-
tva Birla Fashion, Vedant
Fashions and Raymond.
scaling up aggressively.
“Sherwanis have emer-
ged as a standout category,
accounting for over a quar-
ter of all sales. Over the past
vear, Tasva hasseen its busi-
ness double, Notably, the
‘angrakha’ silhouette has
garnered substantial popu-
larity among our custo-
mers, contributing signifi-
cantly tothisgrowth trend,”
Ashish Mukul, brand head
at Tasva, told TOI. This is
majorly because of the ra-
pid retail expansion throug-
hout the country and the in-
troduction of differentiated
designs tailored to meet the
consumers preferences.
Over the last two years,
both Adityva Birla Fashion
that markets Tasva, and Eth-
nixof Raymond added about
183 stores combined, with
about 94 stores by Vedant
Fashions, more popular as
Manyavar. Over the next two
vears, these two brands are
likely toadd about 300 stores,
estimates by [-Sec suggest.
The listing success of Ve-
dant Fashions has accelera-
ted competition in the wed-
ding-wear segment from the
other branded plavers. the
report said. Aditya Birla
Fashion launched Tasva in
parinership with the fas-
hion designer Tarun Tahila-
niin FY22, and Raymond in-
troduced Ethnix in FY19, but
started scaling up aggressi-
vely from FY22 onwards.
Vedant Modi, chief reve-
nue officer, Vedant Fashions,
echoes a similar trend. “In
the last three vears, sales of

men's wedding wear, inclu-
ding sherwanis, have grown
by approximately 20-25%, in-
dicating a rising demand.
This trend underscores the
significant role weddings
play in driving sales of eth-
nic wear, The increase in sa-
les is consistent across all ty-
pes of wedding apparel,
showcasing strong market
performance and consumer
interest in our offerings.

The premium segment

about 6% of the overall
men’s wear and is expected
to witness a CAGR of nearly
20% over the next four vears.
An expanding middle
class, increase in discretio-
nary spending and consu-
mer demographics are
strong growth drivers for the
apparel market. Further, the
premium segment is experi-
encing significant growth,
in particular, sherwanis.
Customers have become

90% SALES FROM PHYSICAL $TORES

Total menswear market (in7c)

Fy15 I 1,15,800

Fy20 [ 1,83,300
Fy22 [ 1,70,200
FY23 E_z,za 100

Store expansion gains pace
B Tasva ® Ethnix m Manyavar
Q4, FY22

FY26E 186

» Customers have become
increasingly well-informed
about Indian attire, placing
greater emphasis on
meaningful designs and
prioritising comfort & luxury

» Brands have effectively
tapped into this burgeoning

6 27 <71
Q4. FY24E Eﬁ_ 665

| market, by making high-

quality designs more
accessible to a wider
audience, experts say

» Physical stores remain the
primary channel for sales,
capturing approximately 90%
of the market

of wedding wear is experi-
encing substantial growth,
driven by the aspirational
nature of weddings. Consu-
mers are opting for higher-
quality products for special
occasions, driving robust
growth in our luxury
brand, Twamev."

In FY2023, Indian men’s
apparel market was estima-
ted at over Rs 2.2 lakh crore,
growing atnearly 10% CAGR
from FY2015-2020. The pan-
demic, however, resulted ina
contraction of 3.6% from
FY2020-2022. But it is seen to
have made a strong recovery
and is projected to grow at a
CAGR of 18% for the next fo-
ur vears, according to con-
sulting firm Technopak.
Ethnic wear accounts for

increasingly discerning and
well-informed about Indian
attire, placing greater emp-
hasis on meaningful designs
and prioritising comfort
alongside luxury. Consequ-
ently, brands have effectively
tapped into this burgeoning
market, by making high-qu-
ality designs more accessib-
le to a wider audience, in-
dustry experts say.

Besides, the other most
popular items are kurtas
and kurta sets, among eth-
nic apparel. Strengthening
the network and new and
competitive offerings are
factors leading to the
growth. Physical stores re-
main the primary channel
for sales, capturing approxi-
mately 90% of the market.

IN THE
CLASSROOM

For New Investors, ELSS
Funds Apt For Tax-Saving
Exposure To Equity

2

ELSS funds to invest up to 1.5 lakh under Section B0C

I nvestors who choose the old tax regime can consider

of the Income Tax Act. Wealth managers say flows can
be staggered using systematic investment plans (SIPs)
from the first month of the financial year rather than
parking lump sum towards the closing of the year.

- 2

What Is An ELSS Scheme?

ELSS or Equity-Linked Savings Scheme is a mutual fund category
that primarily invests in equity. This benefits investors choosing
the old tax regime as investments up to #1.5 lakh are exempt under
Section B0C of the Income Tax Act. Financial planners recommend
these schemes to first-time investors for the twin benefits of saving
tax and taking exposure to equity as an asset class. Investments

in these schemes are locked in for three years from the date

of investment. Investors are free to redeem the investments or
continue holding them after the lock-in ends.

4 Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and
awareness initiative

details, etc.,

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market
Infrastructure Institutions” on hitps:/f'www.sebi.gov.infindex.html. For any
grievance { complaint, please call us on 1800-208-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

Why Opt For SIPs In An ELSS Fund?

SIPs give you the benefit of rupee cost averaging, and help you even
out volatility in the markets. It gives you the flexibility of choosing
the amount you wish to invest and instils discipline. Since an ELSS
investment is time-bound, SIPs should be started in the first month
of the financial year. Starting it later will lead to fewer instalments
as investors need to park 71.5 lakh by the financial year-end and
won't be able to spread it over a longer duration.

How Does An ELSS Fund Work?

ELSS funds are diversified equity funds with the flexibility to invest
in a mix of large-cap, mid-cap and small-cap stocks. Their
performance is benchmarked to an index. Most schemes are
actively managed and adopt a flexi-cap approach. There are also
three passive funds with a couple of them benchmarked to the Nifty
50 and one to the Nifty Large Midcap 250 Index. An investment can

| be made in one scheme or

- multiple schemes through

- SIPs, lump sum or a

. combination of both. The

- minimum investment

. amount in a scheme is 7500,

- significantly higher returns

- compared to fixed-income

. products. Over the last

. 10 years, these schemes

. have delivered an average

. compounded annual return of
. 16.2%, according to data from
- Value Research. PPF currently
- delivers a return of 7.1%,

. which is tax-free.

 How Are Capital
-~ Gains Taxed?

- capital gains tax, which is nil
- for gains of up to 1 lakh and
. 10% thereafter.

| =PRASHANT MAMESH

ELSS’ Benefits
Over 80C Options...

One of the biggest
advantages of ELSS is the
three-year lock-in. Other
products like tax-saving fixed
deposits and the National
Savings Scheme of the post
office have a five-year lock-in,
while the Public Provident
Fund (PPF) needs investors
to stay invested for 15 years.
Returns from ELSS are
market-linked, and holding
on to the investments over
the long term can generate

Capital gains from ELSS are
taxed in line with equity
instruments. As the holding
period is at least three years,
it qualifies for long-term
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GISELE BUNDCHEN CRIES IN FRONT OF MIAMI POLICE AT TRAFFIC STOP

ENNIFER ANISTON REPORTEDLY WORKING ON TELL-ALL MEMOIR,

JUDGE A MAN BY RIS

QUESTIONS RATHER THAN
HIS ANSWERS — VOLTAIRE

PIRED BY AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF LATE CO-STAR MATTHEW PERRY  OVER STALKING BY PAPS; MAYOR BLASTS COP FOR BEING QISMISSIVE

Blden, Bibi discuss possible truce

deal for release of 40 hostages

Under US Proposal, Israel Wlll Halt Hostllltles For 6 Weeks Israel has ag reed

5 President Biden spoke g

with PM Benjamin Net-

anyahuof Israel on Sun-
day to discuss the prospects of
a possible ceasefire deal to ob-
tain the release of some of the
remaining hostages held since
the Hamas-led terrorist attack
of Oct 7, officials said.

Biden’s call came just ho-
urs after secretary of state An-
tony Blinken left Washington
for his latest trip to West Asia.
Blinken will start in Saudi Ar-
abia, where he will see Egypti-
an and Qatari officials who ha-
ve served as intermediaries
with Hamas in the truce talks.
Blinken is expected to visit Is-
rael while in the region.,

Thecall also came three we-
eks after Biden told Netanvahu
that he would rethink his sup-
port for Israel’s war unless the
country did more to facilitate
the delivery of food and other
supplies to Gaza and limit civi-
lian casualties. Since then, hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza has in-
creased substantially, but still
not as much as is needed.

Under the US-sponsored ce-
asefire proposal, Israel would
halt hostilities for six weeks
and release hundreds of Pales-
tinians held in its prisons inex-
change for the release of 40 ho-
stages held by Hamas, mainly
women, older men and those
with health conditions. Later
stages of the deal would then
extend ceasefire and result in
more hostages being freed. nvr

Israeli police disperse anti-govt demonstrators in Tel Aviv on Saturday

Hamas releases video of two hostages
urging Bibi to strike deal for their release

amas’s armed wing rele-
]41 ased video Saturday of

two men held hostage in
Gazawhoare seen alive and ur-
zing Israeli authorities to stri-
ke a deal for the release of all
the remaining captives.
Campaign group the Hos-
tages and Missing Families Fo-
rum identified the two as Keith
Siegel and Omri Miran who
were abducted by militants du-
ring the Hamas attack on sout-
hernlsrael on Oct 7. Siegelalso
has US citizenship. The latest
video comes just three days af-
ter Hamas released another vi-
deo showing hostage Hersh
Gaoldberg-Polin alive,
Siegel and Miran appeared
to speak under duress. “1 have

been here in Hamas captivity
for 202days. The situation here
iIsunpleasant, difficult and the-
re are many bombs,” Miran,
47,is heard saying. “It's time to
reach a deal that will get us out
of here safe and healthy.. Keep
protesting, so that there will be
adeal now™ Siegel, 64, whoalso
spoke in the video, broke down
as he talked of their captivity,
“We are in danger here, there
are bombs, it is stressful and
scary,” he said, burying his fa-
ce in his arms as he cried. “1
want to tell my family that I lo-
ve vou very much... I reallv ho-
pe that we will have the best
possible surprise,” he said, ap-
pealing to PM Benjamin Neta-
nyahutoreach a deal soon. arp

to listen to our
concerns before
Rafah raid: US

srael has agreed to listen to
I US concerns before it laun-

ches an invasion of the bor-
dercity of Rafah in Gaza, Whi-
te House national security spo-
kesperson John Kirby said on
Sunday: Israel’s military is poi-
sed to evacuate Palestinian ci-
vilians from Rafah and assault
Hamas hold-outs there, a se-
nior Israeli defence official sa-
id on Wednesday. “They've as-
suredusthattheywon'tgointo
Rafahuntilwe've had achance
to really share our perspecti-
ves and our concerns with
them,” Kirby told ABC.

Earlier on Sunday, Palesti-
nian Prez Mahmoud Abbas sa-
id only the US can stop Israel
attacking Rafah. “We call on
the USA toask Israel tonot car-
ry on the Rafah attack. Ameri-
¢a is the only country able to
prevent Israel from commit-
ting this crime,” Abbas told a
special meeting of the World
Economic Forum in Rivadh.
A Hamas delegation, me-

anwhile, will visit Cairo Mo-
nday for talks aimed at securi-
ng a ceasefire, a Hamas official
said on Sunday Israel’s foreign
minister said on Saturday that
Rafah raid could be put off
should adealemergetorelease
the Israeli hostages. reuters

Crackdown on pro-Palestinian protests
at 4 colleges in US leads to 200+ arrests

ore than 200 protesters
l\/l were arrested Saturd-
ayatNortheasternUn-
iversity, Arizona State Univer-
sity Indiana University and
Washington University in St.
Louis, according to officials,
as colleges across the US
struggle to quell growing pro-
Palestinian demonstrations
and encampments oncampus.
At Washington Universi-
ty in St. Louis, more than 80
arrests were made and the ca-
mpus was locked down Satur-
day evening, university offici-
als said, adding that campus
police were still processing ar-
rests, Jill Stein, Green Party
candidate for 2024 presidential
election, was among those ar-
rested, a spokesperson said.
Earlier in the day, at Nort-
heastern University in Bos-
ton, protesters had set up an
encampment on the campust-

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Police arrest a protesting student at
Northeastern University. More than
700 protesters have been arrested
on campuses since April 18. In
several cases, most of those who
were arrested have been released

his past week that drew more
than 100 supporters. Around
dawn Saturday, police beganto
arrest protesters. They said th-
ey had arrested 102 protesters.

More than 2 500 miles away;
at Arizona State University,
school police arrested 69 peo-
ple after they set up an unaut-

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Delhi-born businessman
in fray for London mayor

Naomi Canton

London: Delhi-born business-
man Tarun Ghulati isthrowing
his hat into the ring to challen-
ge incumbent Sadig Khan in
Londonmayoral polls on May 2,
expressing confidence in his
ability to win due to his unique
background and under-
standing of finance.
Ghulati, 63, believes
he stands out among the
13 candidates vying for
the position, emphasi-
sing his ability to con-
nect with all communiti-

Tarun Ghulati

at University of Jaipur and ob-
taining MBA from Delhi Uni-
versity before working as an in-
ternational manager for HSBC.
A posting in London in 2006 so0li1-
dified his decision to settle in
UK, attracted by London's mult-
iculturalismand opportunities.

Motivated by personal ex-
periences, including a
mugging incident in
London, tostand inthe
elections, the father of
two is the lone Indian-
origin candidate. “1 ha-
ve run large busin-
esses. [ have sat on ma-

es, Despite polls showing Khan
as the likelv winner, Ghulati re-
mains undeterred, dismissing
them as “misleading” due to
their small sample size. Having
spent £10,000(F10 lakh)and obta-
ining 10 signatures from each
London borough just tostandas
an independent candidate, Gh-
ulati is determined to bring ch-
ange to the mayoral office. His
background includes studying

ny boards. I will bring in new
money,” he said. Ghulati pled-
ges to scrap the controversial
ULEZ policy introduced by
Khan, which charges drivers
of the most polluting vehicles
£12.5(%1,300) per day to drive in
London. He also advocates for
rent controls. Ghulati said
Asian voters, including Mus-
lims, backed him. *I am the
strongest voice for Gaza.”

horised encampment, school
officials said. The school said
the protesters were instructed
multiple times to disperse.

At Indiana University
Bloomington, where univer-
sity police had arrested 33 peo-
ple this past week, campus and
state police arrested 23 more.

At some demonstrations,
there were some reports of in-
juries, but in many cases, the
arrests have been peaceful,
and protesters have often wil-
lingly given themselves up
when officers moved in.

On Sunday, the White Hou-
se insisted that pro-Palestini-
an protests must remain pea-
ceful. “We certainly respect
the right of peaceful protests,”
National Security Council spo-
kesman John Kirby said. “But
we absolutely condemn the an-
ti-Semitism language that we
have heard of late.” nyreare

2 Russian journos in

jail on ‘extremisn?’
charges over ‘work’
for Navalny group

London: Two Russian jour-
nalists were arrested by their

govt on “extremism” charges :
and ordered by courts there :
on Saturday toremain incus- :
tody pending investigation :

and trial on accusations of

working for a group founded :
by late Russian opposition po-
litician Alexei Navalny Kon- :
stantin Gabov and Sergey Ka- :
relin both denied the charges :
for which they will be detain- :
ed for a minimum of two mo- :

nths before anv trials begin.

Each facesaminimum of two
vears in prison and a maxim- :

um of six years.

Gabov and Karelin are ac-
cused of preparing materials :
fora YouTube channelrunby :
for :
Fighting Corruption, which :
has been outlawed by Russi- :

Navalny's Foundation

an authorities. reuters

‘ENOUGH IS ENOUGH’: AUS RALLIES
TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Getty Images

H undreds of people protested
in Australian cities on
Saturday, demanding more be
done to stop violence against
women. At events in Sydney and
Adelaide, demonstrators carried
banners saying ‘no excuse for

in and prevent violence against
women. PM Anthony Albanese
backed the protests. ‘A woman

far this year,” he posted on social

abuse’ and asked the govt to step

has been killed every four days so

media. The issue of violence
against women has come to the
fore in Australia after a spate of
high-profile murder cases and a
knife attack on a Sydney mall that
left five women dead. Organisers
In the advocacy group What Were
You Wearing have called three
days of protests from Friday to
Sunday, saying ‘29 Women

have been killed to men’s
violence since the start of 2024.
Enough is enough'. are

Iraq quietly makes
. same-sex relations
punishable by
up to 15 years’ jail

Baghdad: Human rights gro-
ups and diplomats criticised a
law that was quietly passed by
the Iraqi parliament over the
weekend that would impose he-
4avy prison sentences on gay
and transgender people.

Iraq did not previously have
a law that explicitly criminali-
sed homosexuality The law pas-
sed Saturday with little notice
as an amendment to the count-
ry's existing anti-prostitution
law. It imposes a sentence of 10
to 15 vears for same-sex rela-
tionsandaprison termof oneto
three years for people who un-
dergo or perform gender-trans-
1tion surgeries and for “intenti-
onal practice of effeminacy” It
also bans any organisation that
promotes “sexual deviancy”
imposing a sentence of at least
sevien vears and a fine of no less
than 10 million dinars ($7.600).

US state department spoke-
sperson Matthew Miller said
thelaw “threatens those most at
risk in Iragi society” and “can
be used to hamper free-speech
and expression.” He warned
that the legislation could drive
away foreign investment. UK fo-
reign secretary David Cameron
called the law “dangerous and
worrying.” The acting Iraqgi
parliamentary speaker, Mohs-
en Al-Mandalawi, said that the
vote was “‘a necessary step to
protect the value structure of
soclety” and to “protect our chi-
Idren from calls for moral de-
pravity and homosexuality.” ap

‘Running against a 6-yr-old”: Biden
lets Trump }okes ﬂy at annual roast

Washington: US President
Joe Biden didn't waste time.
Just minutes into his speech at
the White House Correspon-
dents' Association dinner Sa-
turday, Biden launched into
the issues do-
minating the
2024 election,
including his
age and for-
mer Prez Do-
nald Trump's
hush-money trial in New York.

“The 2024 election’s in full
swing and ves, age isan issue,”
Biden said in a roughly 10-mi-
nutespeech. “I'm a grown man
running against a 6-vear-old.”

“Donald has had a few tou-
ghdays lately Youmighteall it
‘stormy’ weather,” Bidensaid,
an oblique reference to Stor-
my Daniels, a porn actor who
claimstohavehadsexwith Tr-
ump in 2006 and received a
hush-money payment in the
days before the 2016 election, a
deal at the centre of his New
York trial. The comments we-
re notable given Biden has fo-
rbidden his aides fromtalking
about Trump's legal troubles.

While he rarely mention-
ed Trump by nameearly in his
presidency, Biden has aggres-
sively taunted him as of late
and kept it going Saturday
“Age is the only thing we have
incommon,"” Biden, £1, said of
Trump, 77. "My vice-presi-
dent actually endorses me,”
hesaid, referring toformer vi-
ce-president Mike Pence’s de-

L

GAZA STIR OUTSIDE VENUE
Qutside the venue of the White
House Correspondents Association
dinner, pro-Palestinian protesters
chanted about journalists’ deaths
in Gaza. They shouted down govi
officials as they entered the hotel

STARRY NIGHT: Hollywood was
well represented, with actress
Scarlett Johansson, who is
married to event's host Colin
Jost, sitting up front. News anc-
hors dined with actors Jon Hamm
and Sean Penn, among others

cision not to endorse Trump.
Biden also used his speech
at the dinner to warn about
his political uppr:rnent s thre-
ats on democracy — increa-
singly a focus of his message
to voters. “Focus on what's ac-
tually at stake,” he said. “The
stakes couldn't be higher,”
The century-old event, of-
ten referred to as Washing-
ton's “nerd prom”, provided a
break to journalists and govt
officials from their normal jo-
usting for a night of glitz and
gossip in celebration of the
free press, Outside the gates
of the Washington Hilton, ho-
wever, outrage over Biden's
support for Israel's war in the
(raza Strip was evident. As jo-
urnalists and politicians arri-
ved at the hotel, pro-Palestini-
an protesters chanted, “Sha-

me on you!” Other protesters
wearing press vests with the
names of more than 100 Pales-
tinian journalists who have
been killed in Gaza lay down
in front of the dinner venue.
Colin Jost, the co-anchor of
“Weekend Update” on “Satur-
day Night Live”, spent roughly
23 minutes poking fun at the
prez. But Jost's speech was re-
latively light, even supportive
of Biden. Heended it by noting
that his grandfather, who rec-
ently died. had voted for Biden
in the last election. “The rea-
son he voted for you is because
vou'readecent man,” hesaid.
Trump reacted to the event
by calling it “really bad” in a
post on his Truth Social platio-
rm. “Crooked Joe was an abso-
lute disaster! Doesn't get much
worse than this!” nyT&reuTers

Tory rift sparks ‘Op Save Rishi’: Report

ishi Sunak said this week
I{he's putting UK defence
spending on a “war footi-
ng.” Hemight as well have been
talking about his own position.

Allies of the UK PM descri-
bed the last few davs as him en-
tering campa-
1gn mode for a
general electi-
on hemustcall
by the end of
Jan. A plan to

- tighten rules
for welfare payvments, ram-
ming his flagship policy to de-
portasvlum-seekersto Rwanda
through parliament and a pled-
ge to spend 2.5% of GDP on de-
fence by 2030 all secured new-
spaper front-page coverage.

An aide characterised the
tempo shift as “Operation Save
Rishi"” ahead of a more immed-
iate test, as the Conservative
Party gears up for loeal couneil
and mayoral elections Thurs-
day. Sunak’s internal Tory cri-
tics have warned that any re-
sult suggesting the opposition
Labour Party is marching to of-
ficewould triggerefforts tooust
him. Therecent flurry of activi-
ty was in part about getting Su-

‘Ireland mulls returning asylum seekers to UK’

I reland is looking to amend the law to allow the return of asylum
seekers to the UK, broadcaster RTE said Sunday after an influx over
the border with Northern Ireland. Dublin’s minister of justice Helen
McEntee, who visits London on Monday, told a parliamentary com-
mittee this week that she estimates 80% of those applying for
asylumin the republic came over the land border with Northern
Ireland, which is part of the UK. UK PM Rishi Sunak told Sky News it
was evidence that London's plan to send asylum seekers to Rwanda
is acting as a deterrent. In response, a spokesperson for Ireland’s PM
Simon Harris said he is very clear about the importance of protecting
the integrity ofthe migration system n Ireland”, RTE reported. arp

nak through next week without
a leadership challenge, mem-
bers of his team said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The Tories are defending
just under 1,000 seats from the
last vote in 2021, when the party
was boosted by the rollout of
the Covid-19 vaccine. The par-
ty's national support has slum-
ped since, and Labour's 20-po-
int lead in the polls could trans-
late to a loss of half of those se-
ats, Yet there’s even more focus
on the outcome of two mayoral
races, in the West Midlands and
Tees Valley in northern Engla-
nd, where Tories Andy Street
and Ben Houchen are battling
to stay in their roles. Both are

Armed men kidnap judge
in Pak’s restive northwest

Peshawar: Armed men ambu-
shed and kidnapped a senior
judge in Pakistan’s restive nort-
hwest, a police official said Sun-
day Around 15 men on motorbi-
kes intercepted Judge Shakiru-
llah Marwat's vehicle as he was
travelling toward Dera Ismail
Khan distriet in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa provinece, said police
official Faheem Khan. The as-
sallants set the car on fire befo-
re fleeing with him. The driver
was not harmed, Khan said.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for Sa-
turday’s assault, but suspi-
cion is likely to fall on the Pa-
kistan Taliban, or TTE, who
made the province their stro-
nghold. It’s unusual for milit-
ants in the northwest to target
a judge of Marwat’s seniority,
whousually travels with tight
security A search operation
has been launched. ae

Ishaq Dar named
Pak deputy PM

akistan's foreign minister

Ishaq Dar has been appoi-
nted deputy PM, the ministry of
foreign affairs said Sunday. Dar
will continue in his role as foreign
minister. The appointment com-
o5 amnnth after Shehbaz Sharif
was elected PM aft-
er a national electi-
onmarred by inter-
net shutdown, arr-
ests and violence.
Pakistan strugagled
for over four monthstolockina
stand-by arrangement with the
IMF last summer when Dar was
finance minister, and it took the
intervention of PM Sharif to sec-
ure a last-ditch deal. Daris consi-
dered close to ex-PM Nawaz Sha-
rif: His sonis married to ex-PM's
daughter Asma. reuTERS & PTI

As tourists move in, Italians are squeeze out on holiday island of Capri

Capri: Famed for its blue seas, breath-
taking views and cove-studded coastli-
ne, the Mediterranean island of Capri
has been a tourist haven since the ear-
Iv yvears of the Roman empire. Unlike
in the imperial hevday, when empero-
rs made it their exclusive playground,
Capri now attracts visitors from arou-
nd the world, clogging its narrow alle-
vs, packing the piazzas and blocking
the beaches during summer months.
Asmany as 16,000 tourists a day po-
ur onto the rocky isle in peak season,
outnumbering the 12,900 residents.
Most are day trippers, but increasing
numbers stay the night as ever more
homes are given over to holiday lets,
bringing its own problems. “Capri is
becoming a dormitory for tourists,”

sald Teodorico Boniello, head of thelo-
cal consumers’ association.
are more people coming than we can
cope with and families can't set down
roots because they can'tafford tostay”

Capri 1s a microcosm of many Fu-
ropean holiday hotspots. Locals de-
pend on visitors for their livelihoods,
but the advent of mass tourism risks
turning their picture-perfect beauty
spots into blobs of shuffling humanity:

Some [talian towns and islands are
starting to push back, albeit gently. Ve-
nice last week became the first city in
the world to introduce an entrance fee
for visitors in peak periods, Florence
has banned new holiday lets in the city
centre and Cingue Terre park on the
Italian Riviera started charging 15 eu-

“There

On Capri Island, as many as 16,000 tnur|5t5
a day pour onto the rocky isle in peak
season, outnumbering the 12,900 residents

ros for access to a popular coastal foot-
path totackle overcrowding, Caprihas
donbled its visitors' fee from 2.5 euros
to 5 euros from April through to Oct,

-~ which outsiders pay when they catcha
=] g fernrfrmn nearby Naples or Sorrento.
“We are looking to persuade more
people to visit during winter;” Capri
mayor Marino Lembo said. Butsucha
fee looks unlikely to dissuade tourists
from travelling to an island which has
more than four million tagged photos
on Instagram, drawing in an endless
flow of visitors. Moreover, locals say it
will do nothing to help ease the hou-
sing crisis, which forces many essenti-
al workers to live on the mainland.
Antonio De Chiara, 22, wakes up
daily at 5.20am in his hometown near
Naples in order to be sure to catch the
7am ferry, which takes 50 minutes to
reach Capri. Around 400 other comm-
uters join him on the ride across the

bay. “It would be lovely to live in Capri,
but it is very difficult. Even if 1 could
find a place, the rent would take up all
my salary,”
cently got a job as a child therapist on
the island. Stefano Busiello, 54, tea-
ches maths in a Capri high school but
lives in Naples and has
back and forth for 20 vears. “I have ne-
ver even tried to find a house here. I co-
uld never afford one and things are get-
ting harder.” Only 20% of staff in his
school actually live on Capri, he said.
Roberto Faravelli, who runs a Bed and
Breakfast near the port, says people
like himself might be willing to rent
their properties to workers if the re-
oion offered incentives to close the gap
on lucrative holidav lets. reuters

said De Chiara, who re-

commuted

seen as a figureheads for recent
Conservative inroads into tra-
ditional Labour areas, and lo-
sing both would be seen by ma-
ny in the party as a bellwether
for anational defeat. A groupof
Tories, who claim to have been
gathering support for aleaders-
hip change, are waiting for a
moment to act. They are propo-
sing House of Commons mem-
ber Penny Mordaunt as their
preferred candidate, and are
sharing polling with other MPs
showingshe’s viewed favourab-
Iv by public. But a Mordaunt al-
Iy said she wouldn’t quit after
May 2 votes or call for leadersh-
ip change, a position that appe-
ars to bolster Sunak’s position.

Sunak refuses to
rule out election
in July after MP
defects to oppn

London: UK PM Rishi Sunak-
Sunday refused tocategorically
rule out a July general election
amid a damaging defection by
one of his Conservative Party
MPs to the opposition Labour
Party, just days before local and
mayoral elections in the count-
rv on May 2, Dan Poulter, a doe-
tor and Central Suffolk and
North Ipswich MP said he will
switch his allegiance to the op-
position benches before standi-
ng down as a parliamentarian
at the next election because he
can no longer defend the Tory
govt strack record onthe Natio-
nal Health Service. Against the
backdrop of this latest embar-
rassment, Sunak was asked if
national vote will happen in Ju-
Iy “I'm not going to sayv anyt-
hing more than I've already sa-
id,” said Sunak, who has been
pressed to rule out polls during
the peak summer month. pri

AROUND THE WORLD

AFP

Pope Francis {(encircled and in rnset] waves from a buat in Venice on
Sunday. It is his first trip outside Rome in seven months, which will be
closely watched amid concerns over the 87-year-old’s fragile health.
In Vienice, his first stop is a women's prison on the island of Giudecca,
which houses the Vatican's entry for this year's Biennale festival of art

Argentine prez’s
attachment to

dead pet dog
raises sanity worry
D oes Javier Milei communi-
cate with a ghost dog
whose death he refuses to
accept? Forced to respond to
questions about his mental
health, the Argentine prez's
office has lashed out at “dis-
respectful” speculation. Twice
last week, presidential spokes-
man Manuel Adorni was asked
about Milei’s English Mastiff,
Conan, said to have died seven
years ago. Milei, 53, had Conan
cloned, and today is believed to
own four copies he refers to as
“four-legged children”. Or is it
five? The prez himself referred
in an interview with CNN this
month to his five dogs, whose
faces and names he had engr-
aved on the presidential baton.
Conan, Milton, Murray, Robert
and Lucas were also among
the first Milei thanked after his

election victory last Aug. Yet,
only four mastiffs have ever
been seen in photos with Milei.
Adorni was asked if Milei has
four dogs — but sees five —
and if so, whether he can be
said to have a firm grip on
reality. Milei raised eyebrows
on the campaign trail by occas-
ionally dressing up as a super-
hero alter-ego “Captain Ancap”
— short for anarcho-capitalist.

Record price for watch of
richest Titanic passenger
A gold watch found on the
body of the richest passenger
on the Titanic was auctioned in
England for £1.17 million
($1.46m) on Saturday. It was a
record sum for an object linked
to the 1912 shipping disaster,
said the auctioneers. A US
buyer won the bidding war.
The watch belonged to the US
business magnate John Jacob
Astor. At 47, he was reputed to
be one of the richest men in
the world at the time. He died
after having helped his wife on
board one of the lifeboats.
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LAST FIVE MATCHES THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF
« OO000 SPORT | vonay,aesi 29,3024 ORDINARY BOWLING AND THE
FACE-OFF Wby Wont BATTERS ARE JUST SO GOOD
Q@O@@ THESE DAYS, THEY'RE TAKING
ADVANTAGE. MAYBE THE BATTERS HAVE
nc ﬂ? ﬂ 5 VENUE: KOLKATA EVOLVED A LOT QUICKER THAN THE
0DDS BOWLERS IN THIS COMPETITION.”
TV TIME KKR bC Lance Ki
CT30PM o it i
“STAR SPORTS / JIOCINEMA 6 /10 12 /10 - L3 Assistant Coach ﬂf,‘-—':rr« 3
® has groomed. ; exemplary withhis  Power game in the middle
T20 WC selection: Too many loose ends & e, s TREmsase.,
® cerns about | Day, TOIpicks India's | soyurce told TOI.  be to have the power hitters in
Siraj and Arsh- ideal squad for the Bowlers who the middle order. Rohit and
this is going to be a straight- with the players whowillbeout  two young openers — Yashasvi seam attack deep going forso | T20 World Cup. Scan | could give them Virat Kohli have been steady
Agﬂl‘kﬂl’-'.ﬁd forward selection for the Ajit of the IPL by then. Jaiswal and Shubman Gill — With Mohammed Shami many runs but | thisQRcodetosee | competition are run-gettersbuttheonus to post
s I Ct' " P n I Agarkar-led selection commit- ) looking off the boil. Both Rahul  injured, the Indian seam at- one hastolook at which players we Avesh Khan and humongous scores will fall on
E e |0 a e tee, He was in the Capital on Third opener and second and Samson’'s international tack suddenly looks shaky the context. In chose and why. Mukesh Kumar power-hitters in the middle
Saturday to watch the match  Wic per records are not great. But Gill, The IPL has been particularly these matches, who have been and late middle-order. The

Has A Tough
Job To Do

Arani.Basu@timesgroup.com

vyou have to
think about de-
fending the tar-
get set by vour
team—even if
vou do it by 10
runs. Jasprit

Bumrah is dif-

ferent class. The others should

eruel on the bowlers with
team totals touching unprec-
edented highs. Sources told
TOI that the team manage-
ment wants to stick with the
lot which has been part of the
setup for the last two-three
vears even though. Arshdeep
Singh and Mohammed Siraj

TOI understands that the
selectors are torn between
Sanju Samson and KL Rahul for
the second wicketkeeper-bats-
man slot with Rishabh Pant
having done enough to prove
his fitness and form to be the
first choice for this position.

Rahul’s intent at the top of

between Delhi Capitals and
Mumbai Indians. It is specu-
lated that Agarkar had an in-
formal meeting with Rohit
Sharma about the team.
According to sources, there
are three major contentious is-
sues that need to be resolved
before BCCI secretary Jay Shah

with his struggling form in the
IPL, doesn’'t command auto-
matic selection vet. This is
where Rahul could pip Samson
in the race even though Samson
has been having a dream sea-
son while leading Rajasthan
Royals. Rahul's experience at
the top of the order and his will-

growing into the
role of bowling the
tough overs. The
selectors will have
to decide if they
want to go in with
an extra spinner
Ravi Bishnoi or the
extra pacer because Hardik

striking abilities of Hardik
and Ravindra Jadeja have not
been veryv inspiring. The team
management had groomed
Rinku Singh for that role. Shi-
vam Dube has also emerged as
an option. But him not bowling
enough may pull him down a
bit. Sources say the selection

O 240

New Delhi: With the deadline
to announce the teams for the
upcoming T20 World Cup fast
approaching, the selection

committee and the team man-
agement have been working
overtime to strike the right
combination. By no means,

convenes the meeting to for-
mally announce the 15member
team. The team is slated to leave
for the World Cup on May 21

the order has always been de-
batable. However, as the ongo-
ing IPL season has progressed,
the picture has changed with

ingness to bat in the middle
order gives him a chance.

Sticking with tried and tested

have gone for around nine
runs per over so far in the IPL.

“The team management
wants to trust the plavers it

not be compared with him.
There won't be ‘impact player’

rule in the World Cup. Axar

Patel, for example, has been

Pandya’'s seam bowling can’t be
ignored. Bishnoi is seen as
someone who can bowl at any
stage of an innings.

committee isn't keen on get-
ting swayed by IPL perfor-
mances but someone like Tilak
Verma can't be ruled out.

Gaikwad, Deshpande The Heroes As
Hosts Blow Away SRH By 78 Runs

Shrivathsan.S
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Normal service re-
sumed at the MA Chidambar-
am Stadium here on Sunday as
Chennai Super Kings returned
to winning ways at home.

Five days after going down
to Lucknow Super Giants in a
high-scoring thriller at their
‘den’, CSK got back on track
with a 78-run victory over Sun-
risers Hyderabad, courtesy
match-winning contributions
from skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad
and pacer Tushar Deshpande.

While Ruturaj continued
his rich vein of form with a
terrific 98 (54 balls, 10x4, 3%6)
and powered the hosts to a com-
manding 212-3, Deshpande (4-
27 provided CSK a dream start
with the ball by removing the
dangerous SRH openers for low
scores in his first spell.

After being taken to the
cleaners while delivering a
stump-to-stump line, Desh-
pande guickly learned his les-
son and bowled well outside the
off-stump, a move that worked

like magic, The dismissals of
Travis Head and Abhishek
Sharma had a lot of similari-
ties - the southpaws tried to
clear the point boundary but
ended up picking out Daryl
Mitchell at sweeper cover.

Matheesha Pathirana later
dashed SEH’s slim hopes of
an improbable win, sending
back Aiden Markram and
Heinrich Klaasen. The capac-
ity crowd were on their feet
when Pathirana delivered his
trademark toe-crusher to
light up Markram’s stumps.
SRH went nowhere in their
chase and were eventually
bundled out for 134.

Earlier, Ruturaj led from
the front as he lived up to his
moniker of ‘*Chepauk’s Raja’
—anickname given to him after
he took over the reins from MS
Dhoni - but fell just two runs
short of what would have been
a second successive hundred.

Ruturaj, who had smashed
an unbeaten ton in the previ-
ous match, guided CSK to a
huge total in the company of
Mitchell (52 off 32 balls, Tx4,

w
RR 918 (1] 0.694 |16
KKR | 8 | 5|3 | 0972 |10
CSK [ 9|5 |4 0810 |10
SRH [ 9 | 5| 4| 0.075 | 10
LSG | 9| 5|4 | 0.059 | 10
DC |10|5 |5 |-0.276 | 10
GT |[(10|4 |6|-1113| 8
PBKS| 9 | 3 |6 |-0.187 | 6
MI 913 (6|-0261]| 6
RCB |10 3 |7 |-0415| 6

Dube (39* off 20 balls, 1x4,
4x6). Combining forces after
the early departure of
Ajinkva Rahane in the third
over, Ruturaj and Mitchell
executed CSK's tried-and-
tested batting plan to a tee
during their 107-run second-
wicket alliance.

SCORECARD

CSK: A Rahane ¢ Shahbaz b Kumar 8,
R Gaikwad ¢ Reddy b Natarajan 98, D
Mitchell ¢ Reddy b Unadkat 52, S
Dube not out 39, MS Dhoni not out 5;
Extras: (b1, Ib2, wh) 9; Totak: (3 wkis)
212; FoW: 1-19, 2-126, 3-200; Bowling:
Bhuvneshwar 4-0-38-1, Reddy 1-0-8-0,
Shahbaz 3-0-33-0, Natarajan 4-0-43-1,

GOy

Ruturaj
Gaikwad
has

recorded his third
score in the nervous
nineties - the first
two being 99 vs SRH
at Pune on May 1,
2022 and 92 vs GT at
Ahmedabad on
March 31, 2023.

Unadkat 4-0-38-1, Cummins 4-0-49-0.

SRH: T Head c Mitchell b Deshpande
13, A Sharma c Mitchell b Deshpande
15, A Singh c Ali b Deshpande 0, A
Markram b Pathirana 32, N Reddy ¢
Dhoni b Jadeja 15, H Klaasen ¢
Mitchell b Pathirana 20, A Samad c
Sameer Rizvi b Thakur 19,5 Ahmed ¢
Mitchell b Mustafizur 7, P Cummins ¢

T'S A WALK IN THE PARK
FOR SUPER KIN

Chennai's Ruturaj
Gaikwad plays a
shot on Sunday

Mitchell b Deshpande 5, B Kumar not
out 4, ] Unadkat ¢ Ali b Mustafizur 1;
Extras: (nb1, w2)3; Total: (18.5 overs)
134; FoW: 1-21, 2-21, 3-40, 4-72, 5-85,
6-117, 7-119, 8-124, 9-132; Bowling;
Chahar 3-0-22-0, Deshpande 3-0-27-4,
Mustafizur 2.5-0-19-2, Jadeja 4-0-22-1,
Shardul 4-0-27-1, Pathirana 2-0-17-2.

RESULT: C5K won by 78 runs

JRLLMY YSains o

Jacks comes to party with ton

Sabu.Cherian@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Virat Kohli was
in his element on Sunday
while Englishman Will Jacks
demonstrated his range of bal-
listic batting as the duo deci-
mated the Gujarat Titans, at
the Narendra Modi Stadium
in Ahmedabad. Kohli cut,
pulled, lofted, treating the
Ahmedabad crowd to a wide
array of strokes, while Jacks
heaved and pulled his way to
a belligerent ton to headline
Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru’s nine-wicket triumph.

The duo plundered 166
runs off 74 balls with Jacks
(100 off 41 balls; 5x4, 10x6) and
Kohli (70 off 44b; 6x4, 3x6)
treating all Titans’ bowlers
with disdain.

When the 15th over of Roy-
al Challengers innings began,
Jacks was batting on 44 and
Kohli on 69. However, the Eng-
lish batter took matters in his
hand, bludgeoning pacer Mo-
hit Sharma over the leg-side
boundary and took 29 runs
(three maximums, two fours
and a two) to gallop beyond the
Indian. Kohli guided Rashid
Khan's first ball of the next
over for a single before Jacks
smashed three more sixes and
a four to march to his hundred
in style and guide his team to
a comprehensive win.

Coming into bat at the fall
of captain Faf Du Plessis (24
of 12b, 1x4, 3x6), who was
caught at deep mid-wicket by

-

>
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Will Jacks in
action on Sunday \\

T A

substitute fielder Vijay
Shankar off R Sai Kishore's
bowling, Jacks seemed cir-
cumspect against the spin ini-
tially, a period during which
Kohli batted beautifully to
take the pressure off him.

Kohli began with a lofted
on-trive off Sandeep Warrier’'s
bowling before hitting leg-spin-
ner Rashid Khan straight down
the ground off the backfoot, He
smashed Sai Kishore for two
sixes before slog sweeping lefi-
arm wrist spinner Noorr Ahmad
for a four and six to keep Roval
Challengers ahead of the ask-
ing rate. With 53 required off 36
balls, Jacks finished the match
in two overs.

Earlier, M Shahrukh Khan,
promoted to number four in the
batting line-up, injected mo-
mentum to Titans' sedate start
by taking a liking to Karn Shar-
ma. He smashed Sharma and

¥opesh Chawrdn

_d_

et

i s

Number of times, Kohli
7 has managed 500 runs
or more in an IPL

season (2011, 2013, 2015,
2016, 2018, 2023 and 2024),
emulating David Warner's
feat of seven such instances
(2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2019,
2020 & 2023).

Cameron Green for two maxi-
mums before a full delivery by
Mohammad Siraj ended his
innings. The momentum his
innings of 58 (off 30b; 3x4, 5x6)
gave was sustained by south-
paws Sai Sudharsan (84 off 49b;
8x4, 4x6) and David Miller (26
off 19b, 2x4, 1x6) who propelled
the Titans to 2003, which, even-
tually, proved to be insufficient.
Siraj (1/34) and left-arm
pacer Yash Daval (0/34) bowled
well towards the death overs,
not allowing the Titans to run
away to a mammoth score.

SCORECARD

as DC will look for revenge. However,
the side will continue to miss injured
David Warner and Ishant Sharma.
Interestingly, DC will have a lot of
local input about the Eden track which
is proving to be one of the high scoring
venues of this tournament. The pres-
ence of city boy Sourav Ganguly as
DC’s Director of Cricket in the rival
dugout can even split KKR's support
base on Monday. On the ground, Bengal
cricketers Abhishek Porel and Mukesh
Kumar would love to make meaningtul
contributions in their ‘home’ match.
DC has been the most successful side

“ There's a reason why
you do it for 15 years, for
me, it's just about doing my job.
It's kind of muscle memory for
me now. People can talk anything
they want to, they can talk about
me not able to push on (strike
rate) and me not playing spin
well. But you yourself know the
game better.”

=Virat Kohli | on HIS STRIKE RATE

“ Phenomenal. When he
came to bat, he was

GT: W Saha c Karn b Swapnil
Singh 5,5 Gill c Green b
Maxwell 16, S Sudharsan not
out 84, S Khan b Siraj 58, D
Miller not out 26; Extras: (Ib1,
nbl, wa) 11; Total: (3 wkis)
200; FoW: 1-6, 2-45, 3-131;
Bowling: Swapnil 3-0-23-1,
Siraj 4-0-34-1, Dayal 4-0-34-0,
Maxwell 3-0-28-1, Karn 3-0-
38-0, Green 3-0-42-0.

RCB: V Kohli not out 70, F du
Plessis ¢ Shankar b Sai 24, W
Jacks not out 100; Extras: (b4,

Ib4, w3, nbi) 1Z; Total: (1 wit,

Kolkata wary of resurgent Delhi

Archiman.Bhaduri
@timesgroup.com

237.50

Strike rate of Jake Fraser-
McGurk while logging 247
runs at an average of 49.40 in
five innings — the highest
among the batters with 150
runs or more in this edition of
the IPL of 172.11 is the highest
by any team.

Number of fours
(apart from 103
sixes) hit by

one-run victory in their last three
games at home. Although still firmly
in the playoff race with 10 points from
eight matches, KKR know, in case of
further slips, they might be in trouble.

Bowling remains KKR's Achilles
heel as they have struggled to defend
high totals. All their bowlers, except
Sunil Narine, are leaking runs. With
Mitchell Starc’s availability is still

will be expecting too much from Phil
Salt and Narine to get them off the block
in such fine fashion every day.

After Jos Buttler and Jonny
Bairstow, both of whom hit centuries
in winning causes against KKR at the
Eden Gardens, all eyves will be on DC
opener Jake Fraser-McGurk who has
lit up this IPL in recent times smashing
247 runs in five innings at a strike rate

Kolkata: The Kolkata Knight Riders
dominated the Delhi Capitals record-
ing a massive 106-run victory when the
two sides last met in the ongoing IPL
earlier this month. But things are un-
likely to be the same when they clash
again, this time at the Eden Gardens

here on Monday. uncertain, KKR desperately need to  of 237.50. The visitors will hope the annoyed that he wasn't able to 16 overs) 206; FoW: 1-40:
The Rishabh Pant-led side has since get their bowling combination right. 22-vear-old Australian, whowasdrafted in this IPL in terms of spin, with their Delhi batters in t tch strike the ball as he wanted to. The Bowling: Omarzai 2-0-18-0,

been on the rise recording four winsin -~ As their assistant coach Rvan ten Doe-  in once Lungi Ngidi was ruled out of slower bowlers claiming 21 wickets so £l £3 1 1en MatCres only talk was for him to stay calm. Warrier 1-0-15-0, Sai 3-0-30-1,

their last five games to be on 10 points  schate said, the bowlers need to show the tournament, will give another far Theteam’sleading wicket-taker Kul- F"!E most for a team in this We know how explosive he can be Rashid 4-0-51-0, Noor 4-0-43-

after as many games. In contrast, the heart and develop anti-skill bowling.  breezy start and provide the platform  deep Yaday, who claimed to have some ~ £91tion of the IPL. KKR batters when he gets going... | was just 0, Mohit 2-0-41-0.

Knights look a bit shaky after losing In the batting department, it's time for Pant, regaining his own form, and  bitter experience with hisold franchise it 149 fours (87 sixes) so far. happy to stay around and watch Result: RCB won by 9 wickets

Stots: Hajesh Kumar

two and managing to pull off anarrow their middle-order step on the gasas it Tristan Stubbs to fire down the order himgo.” =Kohli| on Jacks’ KNOCK

Yastika, Renuka star

side, will love to prove a point or two,

GALLERY Maheshwari bags

India’s 21st

Pakistan rope in Kirsten as ODI and "t

Senthil enters . . .
satch Open T20I head coach, Gillespie for Tests “icgymiee 1N India’s 44-run win

New Delhi: Velavan Sen-
thilkumar brushed aside
Hong Kong's Andes Ling to
enter the final of the Batch
Open squash tournament in
Paris. Senthil, who is No. 58
in the world, won his semi-
final match 11-2, 11-1, 11-6 in
22 minutes. He will face
Frenchman Melvil Sciani-
manico for the title.

Lahore: The Pakistan Crick-
et Board (PCB)on Sunday ap-
pointed World Cup-winning
coach Gary Kirsten as their
head coach for ODIs and
T20Is, while former Austra-
lian pacer Jason Gillespie
will take over that role in
Test cricket. Along with
them, former Pakistan all-
rounder Azhar Mahmood
was appointed as the assist-
ant coach of the team across

camp. “They ended up get- :
ting involved in a road acci- :
dent with at least two players :
getting intense injuries and :
they are now under treat- :

ment,” hesaid.

Naqvi said that since :
these players form half of :
the team, the PCB had not !
publicised the incident as :
well as the internal disci- :
plinary action taken against :
“What they :

these players.

Pune: Dhanpat Singh Chau-
han built a private shooting

range in a small town of Sia-

na in Jalore
Y district of
Rajasthan in

to see his
grand-

- daughter
train and play for India.

On Sunday, the grand-

2010, hoping :

LeBron stars as Lakers the formats. did waswrongandasaresult ;| daughter Maheshwari
stay alive with win: LA All appointments have wehavenow appointedafull- @ Chauhan, 27, clinched a sil-
Lakers, fuelled by 30 points been made for a duration of timeseniorranksecuritypo- : ver in the skeet event at the . - .
from superstar LeBron two vears and the coaches lice officer to be with the : ISSFWorld Cupin@Qatarand GIVING IMPETUS: Yastika Bhatia plays a shot during her 36-run knock

James, stayed alive in the

will not be subjected to eval-

team round the clock and en-

secured a gquota place for In-

NBA playoffs on Saturday uation before their term  BIG-TICKET SIGHIHGE Gary Kirsten and Jason Glllesme force propertimings.” dia. The grandfather passed : Sylhet: Riding on Yastika Earlier. good knocks by
with a 119-108 victory over comes toan end. away in 2015 and is not alive : Bhatia’s 36and Renuka Singh  Yastika, Shafali and Harman-
the Denver Nuggets. “Theappointmentof (Ga-  our Test cricket schedule in  ally and think out of the PakistanbeatNZby9runs to see Maheshwari win her : Thakur's 318, India defeated preet ensured India got a de-

; - rv) Kirsten and (Jason) Gil- August,” Nagvisaid. box,” hesaid. in5thT20l,levelseries2-2 : first-ever ISSF medal, but : Bangladesh by 44 runs inthe cent total on a slow pitch. In-
Hima to return to action lispie who are high-profile Asked if Kirsten and Gil- Lahore: Pakistan defeated : the moment will hold a spe- opening game of the five- dia'sinningsbegan with Sha-
after NADA's go-ahead: coaches shows how much lespie would be available Pakwomen'steamplayers NewZealandby9runsinthe : cial place in the Chauhans’ match T20I series at the Syl-  faliand Smriti Mandhana hit-
Sprinter Hima Das will value isgiventothe Pakistan  with the Pakistan team all involvedinroad accident last game of the five-match : hearts, het International Cricket Sta-  ting four boundaries between
return to action at the cricket team and how much  the time, Naqvi said the afterbreachingcamp T201 series following a grip- : This is India’s 21st quota dium here on Sunday, themselves in the first two

Indian Grand Prix 1 on
Tuesday in Bengaluru after
a disciplinary panel of the
National Anti-Doping
Agency gave the green
signal to her following a
hearing last month, accord-
Ing to SOUrces. AGENCIES

potential foreign coaches see
in our players,” PCB chief
Mohsin Naqgvi said during a
media conference.

“Wewant togive the team
the best facilities and that is
why we have gone for Kirsten
and Gillispie,” he added.

Kirsten, who is currently

coaches will mostly be with
the team and take their vaca-
tions as agreed in their con-
tracts. “"We also want their
expertise to improve our do-
mestic cricket and help our
local coaches.”

Mahmood, who also at-
tended the media confer-

Lahore: Atleast two players
suffered serious injuriesina
road accident involving
some national women's team
members earlier this month
after thev breached curfew
and went out of the camp
called for the ongoing white-
ball home series against the

pingcontest decided inthefi- :
nal over at the Gaddafi Stadi- :
um here on Sunday. The se- :
ries finished 2-2, with Pakis- :
tan winning the second and :
fifth T201s and New Zealand :
defeating the hosts in the :
third and fourth matches. :
Meanwhile, the first encoun- :

in shooting for the Paris
(zames, the highest ever, and
itisalsothefirst time Indian

women shooters have quali-

fied for skeet event at the
Olympics. India has

clinched maximum twoquo- :

tas in the event with Raiza
Dhillon taking the first.

Electing to bat first, Yasti-
ka, Shafali Verma (31) and
captain Harmanpreet Kaur
(30)crossed 30s. But after Har-
manpreet fell, Bangladesh
pulled things back to keep In-
dia at 145/7. In reply, Bangla-
desh lost four wickets quickly
and eventually made 10178 in

overs. But Smriti, who got a
reprieve in the second over,
couldn’t capitalise on it and
inside-edged a delivery onto
her stumps.

Debutante allrounder Sa-
jeevan Sajana made run-a-
ball 11 before falling to Ra-
beva, while Richa Ghosh hit

ACTION TODAT the mentor of IPL side Guja- ence, was the interim coach  West Indies, the PCBsaidon  ter in Rawalpindi was can- : Maheshwari shot 54 in : their20overs. Apart from Re- two fours and a six in her 17-
rat Titans, isexpected totake  inthejust-concluded T20Ise- Sunday. The PCB has taken celled duetorain. ¢ the 6-woman final to see her : nuka, fast-bowler Pooja Vas-  ball 23 before holing out to
BADMINTON: Thomas & over from Pakistan’s tour of  ries at home against New disciplinary action against Babar Azam's 43-ball 69 : scores tied with Francisca ! trakar took 225, while long-onoff Marufa's bowling
Uber Cup, 7 am, 2.30 pm England from May 22. Zealand, said it was time the the plavers, board chairman and a late cameo from Fak- : Chadid of Chile. Intheshoo- @ Shreyvanka Patil, Radha Ya- inthefinal over, ians
(Jio); BASKETBALL: NBA, Pakistan will play four Pakistani players showed MohsinNagvisaid. har Zaman helped Pakistan : toff for gold Chadid shot 4 : davandDeeptiSharmatooka Briefscores:Indial45/7in20
7 am (Jio); CRICKET: IPL, T20ls and from there the more discipline and did He said five to six players  reach178. . targets, while Maheshwari : wicketeachinatightbowling overs (Yastika Bhatia 36, Shafali
Kolkata vs Delhi, 7.30 pm team will travel for the T20 thingsoutof the box. of the national women's Star pacer Shaheen Afri- : hit three and settled for sil- : show to ensure India now Verma 3l; Rabeya Khan 3-23, Ma-

(Star, Jio); FOOTBALL:
ISL, Mumbai City vs FC Goa,
7.30 pm (Jio)

World Cup in June. “He is
presently occupied in the
IPL while Gillespie will join
the team before the start of

“If we are to keepup with
thechangingtimesinericket
our plavers also have to do
some things unconvention-

team had gone outin the eve-
ning in Karachi without in-
forming the team manage-
ment during the April 2-8

di was once again Pakistan’s :
MVP with the ball, finishing :
with figures of 4/30 in his :

quota of four overs. acencies

ver. However, she took one of
the two quota places availa-
ble. This was the last chance
to win Paris quotas.

have a 1-0 lead in the five-
match series, which iscrucial
from a T20 World Cup prepa-
ration point of view

rufa Akter 2-13) beat Bangladesh
101/8 in 20 overs (Nigar Sultana
51; Renuka Singh Thakur 3-18,
Pooja Vastrakar 2-25) by 44 runs.
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‘Arsenal Survive Spurs Fightback To Boost Title

| Charge But The Man City Machine Rolls On

HANGING ON
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London: Arsenal held on for a pulsat-
ing 3-2 win over arch rivals Tottenham
in the north London derby to keep their
orip on top spot in the Premier League
on Sunday.

But later in the day, Manchester City
took another step in their bid to win a
fourth consecutive title with a 2-0 vic-
tory over relegation-threatened Not-
tingham Forest on Sunday, with Josko
Gvardiol and Erling Haaland on target.

Pep Guardiola’s men kept the pres-
sure on leaders Arsenal, pulling to
within a point of the Gunners. They
have a game in hand.

Gvardiol got City on the scoreboard
when he headed in Kevin De Bruyne’'s
corner kKick in the 32Znd minute in a
nervous first half that saw Forest miss
a couple of terrific chances.

Haaland made a quick impact when
he entered the game as a substitute in
his first action since missing two
matches with a muscle injury.

The Norwegian took a pass from De
Bruyne in the 71st minute and launched
it into the far corner for a league-lead-
ing 21st goal of the season. He had pre-
viously been level with Chelsea’s Cole
Palmer.

“ | WAS PRAYING (AT THE
END). SO MANY SPURS
BALLS INTO OUR BOX. IT WAS A
VERY EMOTIONAL GAME."
=Mikel Arteta snsENAL MANAGER

“The last 20 minutes wasn't nice,
but it was worth it. We know itisa
big derby and they don’t want to
lose 3-0 at home. Momentum
shifted their way but | am proud of
the boys. MAYBE LAST SEASON
THAT COULD HAVE ENDED IN A
DRAW AND WE SHOWED WE HAVE
THE EXPERIENCE.”

— arsenals Bukayo Saka

Bidding to stay one step ahead of
Manchester City in the title race, Mikel
Arteta's side silenced the Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium with a three-goal blast
before half-time. Pierre-Emile Hojb-
jerg's own goal put Arsenal ahead be-
fore Bukavo Saka and Kai Havertz net-
ted to leave Arsenal in complete control.

Cristian Romero and Son Heung-
min struck for Tottenham after the in-
terval to set up a nervous finish, but
Arsenal elung on by their finger tips.
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SPECIAL FEELING:
Arsenal players
celebrale after securing
a win at Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium

-
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Team |P|W|D|L|GD| Pts
Arsenal | 35| 25 | 5 | 5| 57 | 80

ManCity | 34 [ 24 | 7 | 3 | 50 | 79

Arsenal sit four points clear of sec-
ond placed City, who face struggling
Nottingham Forest later on Sunday in
the first of two games in hand over the
Gunners. City will clinch an unprece-
dented fourth successive English title
if they win their last five matches.

But Arsenal are doing all they can to
make Pep Guardiola's team sweat as they
trv to make amends for blowing an eight-
point lead in last season's title race.

After the despair of a damaging
home defeat against Aston Villa and a
Champions League quarter-final exit to
Bavern Munich, the Gunners have
bounced back impressively.

Aware they have little margin for
error with City chasing them, Arteta
had ealled on his plavers to show their
hunger for success and thev responded
to his challenge,

Thrashing old foes Chelsea 5-0 on
Tuesday was merely the appetiser ahead
of the main course Arsenal served up
for 3,000 of their jubilant fans packed
into one corner of the stadium. acencies
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EVERTON SECURE
PREMIER LEAGUE
SURVIVAL

London: Sean Dyche praised his
Everton team after they secured
Premier League survival with
three games to go following a
turbulent season by beating
Brentford 1-0 on Saturday.

The Goodison Park club were
in deep trouble just weeks ago,
with their position worsened by
the docking of eight points for
financial breaches. But they have
turned the corner in dramatic
style this month, winning four out
of their past five matches, with
the outlier a 6-0 defeat by Chelsea
at Stamford Bridge.

Everton midfielder Idrissa
Gueye delivered the decisive blow
against Brentford In the 60th
minute. The win took Dyche’s men
to 36 points -- 11 clear of Luton,
who are 18th. It 1s a huge relief for
the nine-time English champs,
who have been present in the top-
flight since the 1954,/55 season.

VILLA VAR
DECISION HAS
DAMAGED EPL:
POCHETTINO

Birmingham: A VAR decision
chalking off what looked to be a
late winner for Chelsea at Aston
Villa on Saturday has damaged
the Premier League, manager
Mauricio Pochettino said.

His side thought they have
completed a remarkable
comeback when substitute Axel
Disasi netted in second-half
stoppage time, but the goal was
ruled out after a VAR review
penalised a push by Benoit
Badiashile in the build-up.

“Me and you and everyone in
the stadium watching the game,
they didn’t see a foul on the pitch
and then VAR changed the
decision. For me, it damaged a
little bit the Premier League and
English (football),” he said.

CHELSEA WOMEN
FEEL CHEATED
TOO AS BARCA
WIN WCL SEMIS

London: Chelsea boss Emma
Hayes claimed Barcelona
benefitted from the “worst
decision in Women's Champions
League history™ as the holders
reached the final with a
controversial 2-0 win on Saturday.

Trailing 1-0 from the semi-final
first leg, Jonatan Giraldez's side
took the lead through Ballon d'Or
winner Aitana Bonmati at
Stamford Bridge. Chelsea's
Kadeisha Buchanan was sent off
in the second half for a
contentious second booking. And
Fridolina Rolfo wrapped up
Barcelona's 2-1 aggregate victory
with a debatable penalty. Barca
will face either Paris Saint-
Germain or Lyon.

Hayes was furious with the
decisions that went against her
side, saying: “The second half we
were coming on top. Then when
you get such a shocking
officiating decision, there's
nothing you can do about it."

Barcelona will meet Lyon, who
beat PSG, in the final.
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Racism mars Atletico’s
win at Bilbao in fight
for Liga fourth spot

Bilbao: Another incident of
racism in Spanish soccer
marred Atletico Madrid's 3-1
win over Athletic Bilbao on
saturday.

Spain forward Nico Wil-
liams said he was targeted by
“monkey” shouts while he took
a corner Kick in the first half
at Metropolitano Stadium.
When he later scored Athletic's
goal, he appeared to respond to
the insults by running past the
stands and tapping his forearm
in reference to his skin colour.
“l heard the monkey sounds,
but it is always the same two
or three people. We have to
keep working on this. [ hope
one day it will stop.,” the
21-year-old Nico said.

Atletico captain Koke Res-

Athletic Bilbao's Nico Williams
peints to the colour of his skin
after scoring a goal

urreccion condemned the in-
cident, saving he and his team-
mates “were with Nico."”

Atletico, in fourth place,
opened a six-point gap ahead of
Athletic in fifth with five games
remaining. The top four will go
to the Champions League.

LEVERKUSEN'S
LATE HEROICS
HARD TO

EXPLAIN: XABI

Leverkusen: Bayer Leverkusen
coach Xabi Alonso said it was
“hard to explain” why his
unbeaten Bundesliga
champions kept snatching
games late after Saturday's
last-gasp 2-2 draw against
Stuttgart. Robert Andrich
scored in the sixth minute of
stoppage time. The goal
extended Leverkusen's
unbeaten run to 46 games. “|
haven’t seen that happen often
in football, It's hard to explain,”
the 42-year-old said. “Last week
| got a little emotional, but this
week | just could not believe we
did it again.”

Union Berlin and Borussia
Moenchengladbach played out
a goalless draw that left neither
team safe.

~ parade through Milan

s 5A FANFARE: Inter o blies
j on open top buses

AFP
.'I.I i =

PSG MUST WAIT
FOR ANOTHER DAY

Paris: Paris Saint-Germain
squandered the chance to
secure another Ligue 1 title on
Saturday after playing out a
3-3 draw at home to strugagling
Le Havre in their last game

Nilesh.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

Bagan turngit®an amﬂi'ul
reach ISL final e (e

INTER PARTY
CONTINUES WITH
TORINO WIN

Milan: Hakan Calhanoglu
scored twice to give newly-
crowned Serie A champs Inter
Milan a comfortable 2-0 win
over 10-man Torino on Sunday,
extending their unbeaten league
run to 28 games. It was a party
atmosphere at the San Siro with

confetti and fireworks before
kickoff as the inter fans
continued to celebrate the
Scudetto title they secured on
Monday with a 2-1 derby win
over AC Milan. Inter have 89
points, 19 clear of Milan.

Inter coach Simone Inzaghi
answered the crowd's call for
him to celebrate with them. It
was the first Serie A game to be
officiated by an all-female
refereeing team.

before facing Borussia
Dortmund in the Champions
League semi-finals.

PSG would have been
officially confirmed as
champions for a French record-
extending 12th time, and a 10th
in 12 seasons, with a win
against a side who began the
day in the relegation play-off
place. However, in the end they
needed a 95th-minute goal by
Goncalo Ramos just to salvage
a draw after finding themselves
3-1 down in the second half --
although there is effectively no
chance of them being caught
at the top. Lille beat Metz 2-1
to jump to third.

Kolkata: Mohun Bagan SG
staved on course for a rare
‘double’ in Indian Super
League, beating Odisha FC 2-0
in the second leg of semifinals
and 3-2 on aggregate to reach
the final on Sundaw.

Trailing 1-2 in the first leg
of semifinals, Antonio Lopez
Habas’s team turned it around
in front of 62,007 spectators at
the Salt Lake Stadium, with
ooals from Jason Cummings
(22nd minute) and Sahal Abdul
Samad (90+3) sealing the deal
here and confirming their pas-
sage to the title round for the
second successive season.

Two weeks after clinching

Eagan 5 i
Petratos (L) | J -
vies for the ball |y
with Odisha =74

FC'sGahlot [

their maiden Winners’ Shield,
the defending ISL champions
are now waiting to welcome
either Mumbai City FC or FC
(Goa in the final, which will be
held at the Salt Lake Stadium
on May 4.

Habas’'s team is also star-
ing at the prospect of emulat-
ing Mumbai City’s feat in win-

S

ning both the Shield and the
league in the same season.
With much at stake, both
teams kept challenging each
other throughout 90 minutes,
It was an entertaining contest
spiced with hits and misses.
The onus was more on Mo-
hun Bagan to take the bull by
the horns, but they also ran

the risk of being sliced open
on every slip by Roy Krishna
and Co.

Habas emploved a high de-
fensive high line in a virtual
3-2-4-1 formation to embrace
Odisha’s challenge with both
discipline and boldness.

However, such a system
comes with 1ts own risks and
rewards. Krishna's pace and
potency down the right al-
ways left Bagan full-back Sub-
hasish Bose and others
searching for answers.

At least on three such occa-
sions in the first 45 minutes,
Bagan survived scares born of
the Fijian’s feet.

Thus reprieved, Bagan
ended the first half with the
reward. Petratos, receiving
the ball from Liston Colaco,
tested Amrinder Singh with a
snap shot. Although the Odi-
sha goalkeeper managed to
block it, Cummings reacted
guickest to tap in the rebound.

India men’s team shocks Oly champions Korea

Gatty Imagnes

Bhavani blames
refgrees after
missing Paris cut

Neha.Surana@timesgroup.com

Chennai: CA Bhavani Devi,
who was India’s sole fencing
hope in the Tokvo Olympics,
failed to seal a berth for the
Paris Games after being
knocked out in the women's
sabre semifinal at the Asia-
Oceania Olympic qualifying
competition in Fujairah, the
UAE, on Sundaw.

Bhavani, who entered the
tournament as the favourite,
lost to Chu Wing Kiu of Hong
Kong China 12-15 after a few
guestionable calls went against
her. The Chennai girl was the
highest-ranked athlete in the
10-member field at the final
Olympic qualifying event.

-
EHAVANI
DEVI

Speaking to TOI on Sunday
evening after the heartbreak-
ing loss, Bhavani's mother
Ramani hit out at the referees
for making poor decisions, “1
spoke to her after the loss and

Kolkata: Just months before the
Paris Olympics, Indian men's team
of Dhiraj Bommadevara, Tarundeep
Raiand Pravin Jadhav ended 14-year
title drought in recurve by winning
oold at the Archery World Cup Stage-
I in Shanghai on Sunday.

The historic win will boost India’s
chances of securing a Paris Olyvmpics
berth through the rankings route
which will be announced after the
final Olympic qualifying event at
World Cup Stage IIT in Antalya, Tur-

ARCHERY WORLD CUP

key, in June. If

India with 231 points now, are
third in the rankings behind China
(241) and South Korea (340).

Later, Olympian Deepika Kumari
ended up on the podium with a silver
and the recurve mixed team duo of
Ankita Bhakat and Dhiraj claimed
bronze for India to finish with their
highest medals tally in a single World
Cup returning with eight medals —
five gold, two silvers and one bronze.

It was a dominating show by the
Indian men’s trio against World No.
1 South Koreans to bag the title with-

RECURVE BUNCH WINS HISTORIC™ 2 ™=~
GOLD; SILVER FOR DEEPIKA

Archiman.Bhaduri @timesgroup.com

o

youngster.” —

(57-57, 57-55, 55-53).

entire 2023 season.

the semifinal
lowly 30th seed.

ffff] Mehgussesehltraha

Deepika is on a comeback trail
after becoming mother in December
2022 and subsequently missing the

strength to eliminate two Koreans —
(Jeon Hunyong 6-4) in the quarterfi-
nal and debutant Nam Suhyeon 60 in
after qualifying a

she grew in

ﬂu(l was Imﬂing with anger) and decide:l
that I will give it one last shot. It will be a shame to call me an
amleteﬁlcan’tnmmeteatthatlwel | had to give double the effort of a

Tarundeep Rai

out dropping a set as they won 5-1 However, in the final, the former
World No. 1 lost steam to go down to
Hangzhou Asian Games champion
Lim Sihveon in straight sets (-6 (26-27,
27-29. Z1-28).

This was Deepika’s second succes-
sive medal since returning to the in-
ternational arena after clinching gold
at the Asia Cup in Baghdad in Febru-
ary. Deepika had to compete without
a coach with her in the arena as the

(Top) Deepika Kumari on way to
winning a silver in the women's
recurve individual section. The Indian
men’'s recurve team of Tarundeep Rai
(L), Dhiraj Bommadevara and Pravin
Jadhav (R) pose after winning the gold

Indian team was penalised for break-
ing rules on the maximum number of
officials in the field of play earlier in
the week.
final after a long time,” Deepika said
afterwards. “My breathing pattern
was off and I made some small mis-
takes. I was frustrated after a bad team
show. But after talking to my psychol-
ogist, I came back with a positive
mindset and that helped,” she said.

“Tt felt nice to play in the

Young Indian team
seals quarters spot

Manne.Ratnakar
@timesgroup.com

he young Indian wom-
en’s team made it to the
guarterfinals of the

Uber Cup with a comfortable
4-1 victory against Singapore
in Chengdu, China, on Sunday:
Both India and China qual-
ified for the knockouts from
Group A after registering two
victories each. While India
beat Canada and Singapore,
China downed
UBER CUP Singapore on
Saturday and Canada on Sun-
day. The tie between India and
China on Tuesday will decide
the topper of the group.
Despite missing PV Sindhu
and the two top doubles teams
_Ashwini Ponnappaa-Tani-
sha Crasto and Treesa Jolly-
Gayatri Gopichand _ the team,
with an average age of 20,
eased into the next stage. India
began the day with a sethack
when Ashmita Chaliha suf-
fered a straight-game loss
against Yeo Jia Min 15-21, 18-
21. However, Priva Konjeng-
bam and Shruti Mishra drew

parity when they beat Xia En
Heng and Jin Yu Jia 21-15, 21-
16 in the first doubles.

[sharani Baruah secured
the lead for India with an easy
victory against Insyirah Khan
21-13, 21-16.

The second doubles team of
Simran Singhi and Ritika
Thaker, who lost on Saturday,
put up a dominant show on
Sunday to outclass Yi Ting Elsa
Lal and Zan Michelee 21-8, 21-
11 in just 25 minutes to win the
rubber for India. In the last
match of the day Anmol Kharb
drubbed Lee Xin Megan 21-15,
21-13 to make it 4-1.

Later, Shruti, who is
ranked 67th in the world along
with Pirva, said that they were
under a bit of pressure. “It
was a very important match
because if we won this tie we
would qualify for sure. So
there was a bit of pressure.
But the pressure was in a good
way. We all are together and it
was a great match... Yesterday
was our first match and we
weren't that confident. But
today we were more confi-
dent,” Shruti said,

she was destroyved. We were
confident that she would make
it. Even if it was not hitting
her, the referees gave her op-
ponent the point. And we can't
even go and question them. It's
a very hard pill to swallow.
This was her final chance to

Biju.BabuCyriac @timesgroup.com

dia and win the Bengaluru 10K. It was a
good course, but the race was competitive.

kwony came in a distant second in 28:33.
Ethiopian Hagos Evob prevented a Kenyan

BENGALURU WORLD 10K: MWANIKI, KASAIT TRIUMPH

made it a memorable debut as he won in
28:15s, which was much slower than his

under 30 minutes. “I train in Bengaluru
with the help of my coaches Yunus Khan

qualify,” said Ramani. Bengaluru: Kenvans again ruled the city third-place winning time in Valencia in When I reached the 5km mark, my body sweep by finishing third in 28:39. and Ajith Markose,” said the 22-yvear-old

Ramani went on to add that roads on Sunday with their blistering pace January Kasait timed 30:56s after taking responded, and 1 decided to go all out. And Kasait, the winner of the silver medal Matre. Ranjeet Kumar Patel (29:35) and
Bhavani was “playing and fine teamwork as Peter Mwaniki and over from favourite Emmaculate Achol, when my fellow competitors chased me, 1 atthe World Cross Country Championship Dharmendra (29:45) finished second and
strongly”."Time and again Lilian Kasait emerged on top in the 16th who holds the world’s second fastest time, got the extra motivation to run hard,” in Serbia last month, said it was a tough third respectively.

edition of the TCS World 10K Bengaluru battle with Achol.
here, Over 30,000 avid runners converged
at the city centre early this morning to
compete in various race categories despite
the prevailing heat wave and a challenging
new course.

Though both the Kenvan champions
failed to clock an event record time, they

battled past their rivals in stvle. Mwaniki

at around the Tkm mark. Achol, who faced
problems with her diet from the day she
landed here, settled for the second spot but
was soon in discomfort. She almost fainted
during the prize distribution ceremony
and was rushed to the hospital.

“The temperature was very high, but I
overcame the heat to win the title. It's a
cood day for me and I'm proud to be in In-

Mwaniki, who pocketed $26,000, told re-
porters,

“We were expecting the pacemaker to
take us through to the 5km mark. But he
dropped out at the 2km mark and from
there we had to push ourselves. If he had
stayed till the halfway mark, we could have
tried for the record,” the 26-yvear-old cham-
pion added. His compatriot Hillary Chep-

decisions went against her
and when she questioned it,
she got a red card. Bhavani
can't believe she lost it,” said
Ramani. Bhavani was so sore
with the loss that she didn’t
even shake hands with her
fourth-ranked opponent after
the match got over,

In the women's section, Sanjivani Jad-
hav regained her crown in a time of 34:03s,
She was followed by Lilli Das — making
her road debut — in 34:13. Preenu Yadav
finished third in 34:24. First to be flagged
off from Cubbon Road in front of the Sam
Manekshaw Parade ground at 6.45am was
the elite women's race which was followed
by the men’s race at 7.30am.

FINE SHOW BY INDIANS

The Indian men came up with a fine
show as Kiran Matre managed a top-10 fin-
ish. The 22-year-old clocked his personal
best time of 29:32, a new event record, to
finish ninth ahead of Tanzania's 17-year-
old John Wele, The top six Indians finished
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IDFC FIRST

Bank

ALWAYS YOU FIRST

A Strong Foundation
for a World Class

Universal Bank

Universal bank with pan- India presence

& wide range of products including Retail,
SME, Rural, Corporate, Trade, CMS, Wealth

Management, NRI banking and Treasury
solutions. Total business crosses
< 4 lakh crore (USD 48 billion)

@

Granular Deposits

Strong deposits franchise
growing at 39%. Healthy CASA
ratio of 47%. Deposits cross
%2 lakh crore (USD 24 billion)

J.I.I.LU]

Contemporary
Technology

Bank built on latest technology
stack that enables great Ul/UX,
resulting in excellent customer
experience

&

Customer-Friendly

Customer First Products - Zero Fee
on all Savings Account services.
Credit Cards with online Reward Point
redemption, never expiring Reward
Points and low APR

C

Diversified Loan Book

Over 25 business lines.
No segment >15% of book.
Loan book crosses
% 2 lakh crore (USD 24 billion)

P o

an

Strong Profitability

FY'24 Profit After Tax (PAT) at

< 2,957 crore, up 21% on FY'23

PAT of T2,437 crore, based on
strong fundamentals

Bank

Positive Culture

High level of corporate governance,
customer service, digital capabilities
and positive work culture

R
High Asset Quality

Consistently low GNPA and NNPA for
14 years. GNPA and NNPA of 1.88%
and 0.60% respectively

&
ESG Commitment

Business inherently aligned with
ESG goals. Significantly enhanced
ESG ratings

Five year CAGR of Loan Book is 13% | Five year CAGR of Customer Deposit is 37% | CASA Ratio increased from 11.4% to 47.2% during these five years |

GNPA & NNPA for the Bank excluding legacy infrastructure finance portfolio which is being wound down, is at 1.55% and 0.42% respectively as on 31° March, 2024

Our Bank is created on three founding principles - Ethical Banking, Digital Banking and Banking for Social Good. We are

happy to share that we are living these three principles every day. Our products are designed with a ‘Customer First’
thinking, our services are digitized for your convenience, and we serve diverse segments of our society.

We are confident that, on this strong foundation that we have built, our Bank can grow in a sustained manner and embrace

the amazing opportunities that our wonderful country offers. We thank you for providing us this opportunity and for your trust.

Welcome to Customer-Friendly Banking by IDFC FIRST Bank.

R ‘Best Digital Bank’ Golden Peacock
== at FE India's Best Banks == =z Award for ESG S5

-%  Awards2023  ¢- =% (National)for2023 &=

- ==

Scan the OR code
to know more

1800 10 888 ‘ @JFC FIRST EankQ)

For a financial year, Incremental credit to deposil ratio = incremental growth in gross advances for that financial year / incremental growth of total deposit for that financial year; Loans & Advances includes Credit Substitutes; The
Bank consciously calibrated loan growth to improve the credit deposit ratio; '14 years’ mentioned above includes period prior to merger between erstwhile IDFC Bank and erstwhile Capital First Limited; All numbers are as of
March 31, 2024, 'Five years’ mentioned above refers to the period - FY'19 to FY'24; IDFC FIRST Bank offers Zero Fee banking on all Savings Account Services; Monthly average balance charges for Savings Account applicable,
for more details, visit: www.idfcfirstbank.com/zerofeebanking,; Details on the IDFC FIRST Bank Credit Card Reward Points and APR are available on: www.idicfirstbank.com/eredit-card.




More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (sharewithpride)

STUDY IN THE WORLD’S GREATEST CITY

LODol]

WITH

SPJ S P Jain

London School
e bs  of Management

After successfully making its mark in four global cities — Dubai, Singapore, Sydney and Mumbai — the S P Jain Group has launched a brand-new
business school in one of the world’s greatest cities, London. Situated in the heart of London's bustling business and financial district, S P Jain London
School of Management (SPJ London) offers a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in the vibrant energy of this iconic global city.

WHAT SETS US APART: international immersion in Singapore, Dubai, and Sydney. « UK Accredited Programmes: We offer a range of
Immerse yourself in diverse cultures and global business undergraduate and postgraduate programmes

- Pioneers in Education: SPJ London holds the capitals, emerging as a well-rounded, innovative accredited by the Office for Students (Department for

distinction of being the first Asian-origin institute to professional poised for success on the global stage. Education, Government of the UK), resulting in a

receive degree-awarding rights in the UK, bringing a globally recognized UK degree.

legacy of excellence and innovation to London's - Career-Boosting Internships: Take advantage of

educational landscape. unique opportunities to enhance your profile through Ready to embark on a transformative
career-boosting internships in London, which hold educational journey in the heart of London?

« Global Exposure: As a student of SPJ London, you will tremendous regard not just in the UK but around

experience London and have opportunities for the world. It could be a game-changer for your career.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR:

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS MSC GLOBAL MSC FINANCIAL GLOBAL MBA (GMBA)
ADMINISTRATION (BBA) BUSINESS (MGB) TECHNOLOGY (MFT) An internationally

A truly global business degree Unlock your global potential Become a sought-after reputed MBA degree
' fintech professional

12 / 16 months, full-time

4 years, full-time 16 months, full-time 16 months, full-time

Study in London with Study in London Study in London with
opportunities for international study with an opportunity for Study in London an opportunity for international
in Singapore, Dubai, and Sydney international study in Dubai study in Dubai

Contact us for more information: A Make 2024
BBA: +91 99303 12380 your year of change.
Take the first step.

MGB & GMBA: +91 86556 72148 |
MFT: +91 88284 35454

Submit your application:

Email: info.london@spjain.org
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S P Jain London School of Management is a British business school registered with the Office for Students, UK. S P Jain School of Global Management is an Institute of Higher Education in Australia with campuses in Dubai,
Mumbai, Singapore, and Sydney. Both institutes are part of the S P Jain Group but function independently of each other. They have extensive exchange agreements that permit students to study across all five locations.






