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Our Bank is created on three founding principles - Ethical Banking, Digital Banking and Banking for Social Good. We are happy to
share that we are living these three principles every day. Our products are designed with a ‘Customer First’ thinking, our services
are digitized for your convenience, and we serve diverse segments of our society.

We are confident that, on this strong foundation that we have built, our Bank can grow in a sustained manner and embrace the
amazing opportunities that our wonderful country offers. We thank you for providing us this opportunity and for your trust.

Welcome to Customer-Friendly Banking by IDFC FIRST Bank.

Scanthe OR code 1800 10 888 (ioFc FiRsT Bank Q)

Loans & Advances includes Credit Substitutes; For a financial year, Incremental credit to deposit ratio = incremental growth in gross advances for that financial year / incremental growth of total deposit for that financial year; The Bank
consciously calibrated loan growth to improve the credit deposit ratio; FY'19 PAT includes ¥ 1,691 crore of net losses due to goodwill write-off because of merger between erstwhile IDFC Bank and erstwhile Capital First Limited in December
2018; Excluding this, the net loss for FY'19 would have been ¥ 253 crore; GNPA & NNPA for the Bank excluding legacy infrastructure finance portfolio which is being wound down, is at 1.55% and 0.42% respectively as on 31% March, 2024,
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Education for Life. Education for Living.

New-age Courses.
For New-world Opportunities.

At Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, our UG curricula are constantly updated, our facilities are continually
upgraded and our faculty is regularly re-equipped with newer knowledge and newer teaching techniques.
And this is how we unfailingly shape young men and women to be who they want to be - the citizens of tomorrow
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Our programs—from one-year certifications to four-year honours degrees—perfectly align with India's New Education Policy,
ensuring a tailored educational path just for you; learn more at amrita.edu/admissions
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Heatwave grips country
as polls enter key stage:

Jayashree Nandi
and Abhishek Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A heatwave to
severe heatwave has taken hold
over east and south peninsular
India and will continue during
the next five days, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Sunday, a warn-
ing that covers a swathe of the
country where elections are due
in the next two phases.

The warning identified Gang-
etic West Bengal, Odisha and
Bihar, and some parts over
Jharkhand that will face “heat-
wave or severe heatwave condi-
tions”. Pockets over Rayalas-
eema, Iinterior Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
will have similarly hot weather.

An analysis by HT of projec-
ted maximum peaks from the
US National Weather Services —
one of the few resources to give
such temperature projections —
showed a whopping 186 of the
191 seats where polls are due in
the next two phases will have
peak temperatures above 35°C
in the next five days.

Among these, 136 constituen-
cies are projected have peaks of
above 40°C, which can bring
dangerous levels of heat expo-
sures and yet again deter people
from voting at a time when
turnouts have dropped.

“The heatwave to severe
heatwave event over Odisha and
Gangetic WB is very intense. We
are not expecting any relief
before May 1 after which there
may be some thunderstorm
activity. The heat episode over
east India has been prolonged.
Normally only 1-3 days of heat
wave is expected in April,” said
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CAPITAL SET TO SEE
A WARM END TO

APRIL AS MERCURY
NEARS 40°C MARK

NEW DELHI: Delhi is set to end
April on a warm note with the
maximum temperature likely
to shoot up to 40 degrees Cel-
sius ("C) by Monday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has said.

Though there will be clear
skies and norain in the coming
six days, IMD has predicted
strong surface winds of
25-30km/hour, which will pre-
vent the mercury from rising
beyond 40°C.

-FULL REPORT ON P3
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Govt plans steps to aid
farmers in climate crisis

Zia Haq

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government has
constituted two scientific panels
to assemble an advanced coun-
trywide agricultural weather
information system and intro-
duce tech-enabled assessment of
crop yields to ward off impacts
of extreme weather linked to cli-
mate crisis, officials said.

The committees anchored in
the Mahalanobis National Crop
Forecast Centre in New Delhi
comprise multidisciplinary

experts and representation from
states to step up responses to the
climate crisis, which have cut
yields and farm incomes.
Agriculture employs half of
the country’'s workforce and
accounts for 18% of India’'s GDP.
Climate scientists have consist-
ently warned that severe heat-
waves, changing rainfall pat-
terns and flooding will threaten
India’s food security, especially
its rice and wheat cropping sys-
tems, which are critical to feed-
ing the world’'s most populous
nation. >P12

Arvinder Singh Lovely

LOVELY STEPS
DOWN AS DELHI
CONGRESS CHIEF
OVER AAP TIE-UP

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) president
Arvinder Singh Lovely has
resigned from his post, citing his
opposition to the party’s alliance
with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)— a development that has
brought to the fore simmering
internal conflicts within the Con-
gress less than a month before
the seven Lok Sabha seats in the
Capital go to the polls.

Lovely, who sent a letter of
resignation to Congress national
president Mallikarjun Kharge on
April 27, also cited differences
with Congress general secretary
Deepak Babaria, who is the
party’s Delhi in-charge.

Responding to Lovely's step-
ping down from his post, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) said
the move was expected, as the
Congress-AAP alliance was
“unnatural”.

While Babaria said that the
Congress high command has
accepted Lovely’s resignation, he
did not comment on the impact
the development may have on
the party cadre as the Congress

heads to the polls. >P3
READ: Cong's
ex-minority cell

leader is BSP bet from Azamgarh
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Modi: Inheritance tax
is Cong’s plan to loot

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday sharp-
ened his attack on the issue of
wealth redistribution, lashing
out at the Congress for the con-
dition of the country, saying
thatitwas his duty to "awaken”
people to the Opposition’s
efforts to “loot” wealth and like-
ning it to Maoist ideology.

In an interview with Newsl8,
Modi expressed confidence
about a victory in the ongoing
general elections, said that his
campaign had largely focussed
on issues of development and
welfare, alleged that the Con-
gress tried to siphon away res-
ervations for other backward
classes (OBC), and added that
the people of Karnataka were
going to punish the Congress for
unfulfilled promises by the state
government.

“One of their leaders gave an

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

interview in America. He spoke
about a 55% tax on property. I
am talking about viraasat and
they are about looting it and
wealth redistribution. That is
their history. What else will
they do? It is my responsibility
to tell people that this is what
they plan to do,” he said in the

ANI

interview.

The PM was referring to com-
ments two weeks ago by Indian
Overseas Congress president
Sam Pitroda, who said that the
idea of an inheritance tax
should be debated and dis-
cussed. The Congress has

continuedon-13

One dead in clashes among
Manipur village volunteers

Utpal Parashar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: One person was
killed and three others were
injured in a gunfight between
armed groups in Kangpokpi dis-
trict of strife-torn Manipur early
on Sunday, officials said.

Dozens of gunmen attacked
Koutruk in Imphal West district
on Sunday morning from ele-
vated hilltops of neighbouring
Kangpokpi district prompting
village volunteers deployed in
the fringe village to retaliate, the
police said.

The exchange of fire gradually
spread to adjacent villages of
Kadangband and Senjam Chi-
rang, they said.

Koutruk village has been wit-
ness to intense gunfights
between village volunteers of
two warring communities since
ethnic violence broke out on
May 3 last year. It has been iden-

THE EXCHANGE OF
FIRE GRADUALLY
SPREAD TO
ADJACENT
VILLAGES OF
KADANGBAND AND
SENJAM CHIRANG,
OFFICIALS SAID

tified as one of the most vulnera-
ble areas for gun attacks.

The deceased was identified
as Lammang Kipgen (44), a Kuki
village volunteer. There was no
clarity on the identities of the
three injured.

Denouncing the killing, the
Kangpokpi district-based Com-
mittee on Tribal Unity (COTU)
has called for a 12-hour shut-
down in the district,

The gunfight came a day after
a sub-inspector and a head con-
stable were killed in an attack on

a post of the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) in the state’s
Bishnupur district of strife-torn
Manipur early on Saturday morn-
ing, in the first such targeting of a
central force inalmost a year.

Over a dozen unidentified
attackers first hurled grenades at
the CRPF post shortly after mid-
night, and followed it up with a
barrage of bullets, in what officials
said was a “pre-meditated attack”.

Manipur has been in the
throes of a violent conflict for
nearly a year. What began asan
ethnic conflict on May 3 last year
between the majority Meiteis
who reside in Imphal valley and
the tribal Kukis, has grown into
seemingly irreconcilable cleava-
ges within Manipuri society.
More than 220 people have been
killed and 50,000 people dis-
placed, while armed militia
prowl the streets.

(With agency inputs)

AKALIS WILL NOT
FIELD AMRITPAL,
NAME VALTOHA
AS CANDIDATE

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) on Sunday
announced its candidate for the
Khadoor Sahib Lok Sabha seatin
Punjab, ending the speculation
that the party might support jailed
radical Sikh preacher Amritpal
Singh, who is contesting from the
constituency as an Independent.
In a post on X, the SAD
announced the candidature of
former MLA Virsa Singh Valtoha
from the seat. “Shiromani Akali
Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal
today announced party’s core
committee member and former
chief parliamentary secretary S.
Virsa Singh Valtoha as the Akali
Dal candidate for the
Khadoor Sahib Lok
Sabha constituency.
With this announce-
<9 ment the party has
. ¥ fielded party candi-
ST dates on all 14 seats of
g . Punjab and
E s Chandigarh,”it
PN

| said.

BJP, BJD are fighting
together, says Rahul
at poll rally in Odisha

CUTTACK: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
alleged that while Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi runs a gov-
ernment for billionaires from
Delhi, chief minister Naveen
Patnaik leads a dispensation
that works for “select people” in
Odisha.

Addressing an election rally
in Salepur, Cuttack, Gandhi
alleged that though the Biju
Janata Dal and Bharatiya Janata
Party were fighting the electoral
battle against each other, in
reality, they were working
together.

“Call it a partnership or mar-
riage, both BJD and BJP are
together,” he said.

Taking a dig at Patnaik, Gan-
dhi said that though he was the
chief minister, the BJD govern-
ment in the state was being run
by his aide VK Pandian.

In an apparent reference to
the PM, Gandhi said, “Uncle-ji
and Naveen-babu have given
Odisha PAANN, meaning Pan-

AAP's campaign ad
rejected for showing
policein ‘bad taste’

Aditi Agrawal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The pre-cer-
tification committee in
the office of the Delhi
chief electoral officer
(CEQ) has rejected a cam-
paign advertisement
application of a song
released by the AAP for
“casting aspersions on
the judiciary”, “inciting
violence”, presenting the
police “in bad taste”, and
criticising the ruling
party on “the basis of
unverified facts”.  -p3

dian, Amit Shah, Narendra
Modi, Naveen Patnaik. They
have looted your wealth.” -0

’Iomado flattcns h()uscs in Guangzhou

A strong tornado wreaked havoc through the city of Guangzhou, one of China’s biggest economic
hubs, on Saturday, killing five people and injuring 33.

AP

Hindus worst affected by price rise
and unemployment, says Tejashwi

Sunetra Choudhury

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) and former Bihar
deputy chief minister Tejashwi
Yadav said Hindus are the most
affected by issues of livelihood
and development, which the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led central government
has failed to act on and which
are key voter issues in the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections.
“People are now fed up of

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav

(Prime Minister Narendra)
Modi and BJP’s lies. They gave
them 10 years but if you look at
the ground reality, there was

no work done. So, local issues
are more important and have
been overpowering in this elec-
tion,” Tejashwi told HT in an
interview. "I have been repeat-
edly saying that a majority of
the population is Hindu, so the
Hindus are most affected by
issues like unemployment, pov-
erty and inflation. We already
knew that sooner or later, Modi
ji would return to the same
narrative of mandir-masjid,
and Islam-Sanatani.”

-FULL INTERVIEW ON P10

{ ECNUMBERS }

Ph 2 turnout closer to
2014, lower than 2019

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Voter turnout in the
second phase of the general elec-
tions was around 66.7%, accord-
ing to an official of the Election
Commission — which is similar
to the turnout in 2014 and lower
than the 69.6% turnout in 2019,
Electors cast their ballots to
choose 88 Lok Sabha members
in 13 states and unition territo-
ries in the second phase on April
26. The turnout was 66.1% in the
first phase held on April 19.
Both these numbers are lower
than the aggregate turnouts in
these seats in 2019 — 69.6% for
seats that went in the second
phase and 69.4% for the ones
that had polling in the first
phase. However, the turnout in
the constituencies that went to

ELECTORS CAST
THEIR BALLOTS TO
CHOOSE 88 LS
MEMBERS IN 13
STATES AND UTS IN
THE SECOND PHASE

polls in the second phase was the
same as the voting, on aggregate,
was in these seats during the
2014 general elections. To be
sure, the grouping of constituen-
cies that went to polls is not the
same across the three elections.

Polling has now been held in
11 states and three Union territo-
ries. Of these, voting in Rajast-
han, Manipur and Tripura took
place in two phases, while in the
other 11 states and UTs, voting
was conducted in one phase.»piwo

MOHAN YADAV

B~
1t was Modi j ji's magic

w - that worked in the
7 assembly and it will
t work in Lok Sabha too

{ DRY CONDITIONS A CHALLENGE }

Forest fire put out in several parts of Ukhand,
[AF rellef ‘operation continues for second day

A fireragesin the Ranibagh
area of Nainital district. PTI

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN:  Uttarakhand
reported eight new forest fires,
the forest department said in its
daily bulletin on Sunday, as a heli-
copter of the Indian Air Force
continued firefighting operations
for the second day bringing under
control the blaze in several areas,

Separately, the government
cancelled the leaves of all forest

department officials till the situa-
tion was completely under con-
trol, and filed against 196 cases
against “anti-social elements” for
starting the fires, officials said.
Of the new fires, reported in
the 24 hours till 4pm on Sunday,
eight were in the Kumaon region,
which has also seen the maxi-
mum damage due to the fires
since November 1 last year. Of the
over 735.8 hectares of forest land
damaged in 606 fires since

November 1 last year, 242.3 hec-
tares were damaged in the
Garhwal region, 429.4 hectares in
the Kumaon region and 64.02
hectares in the administrative
wildlife regions, forest officials
said.

In the Kumaon region, fires are
raging at two to three places in
Nainital district and at one place
each in Champawat, Almora,
Pithoragarh and Bageshwar,

continued on 26

14 PAKISTANIS
ARRESTED BY NCB
FOR SMUGGLING
DRUGS INTO INDIA

AHMEDABAD: Indian security for-
ces on Sunday arrested 14 Paki-
stani nationals off the Gujarat
coast and seized 86kg of contra-
band drugs worth around 600
crore in their possession, officials
said. To evade arrest, the Paki-
stani nationals tried to ram their
boat over the Indian coast Guard
vessel carrying officials of the
Anti- Terrorist Squad and Narcot-
ics Control Bureau, who opened
fire on the Pakistani crew, they
said, requesting anonymity. -ps
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NUMBER THEORY

How demographically
representative is the
Bihar candidate mix?

By Nishant Ranjan and Roshan Kishore

Bihar, which sends 40 MPs to the Lok Sabha, is set for a bipolar contest between the
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) led Indian National Developmental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA). How socially representative is the candidature of these two blocks in Bihar?
Thanks to the caste census results published by the Bihar government in October
2023, one can answer this question with much more clarity than for any other state
in India. HT matched candidates and castes for all 80 candidates of the NDA and
INDIA to do this analysis. This analysis has not taken into account caste-wise
differences among Muslim candidates. Here is what the data shows.

Yadavs have the largest share in number
of candidates from the two blocks

Among the 80 candidates of NDA and INDIA Blocks, 16 are Yadav. This makes them the single largest
caste in the pool of candidates of the two major blocks. Koeri is the second largest caste with 11
candidates and they are followed by Rajput (7), Bhumihar (6) and Chamar and Dusadh (Paswan) with
five candidates each.

Does this mean an overwhelming Yadav dominance in Bihar's politics? A comparison of the relative
share of different castes in total candidates - share in candidates divided by share in total
population - shows that Yadavs are not as over represented as the data would initially suggest. In
terms of the relative share of candidates, they are ranked 13th among 22 castes who have at least
one candidate from the two main blocks. In fact, the relative share of Yadav candidates is lower than
that of three upper castes (Bhumihar, Rajput and Kayasth) and same as that of Brahmins. Data also

shows that caste groups which comprise 25% of Bihar's population do not have a candidate from
either of the two blocks in this election in Bihar.
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How do INDIA and NDA compare on the
representation of broad caste groups?

This is an interesting question to ask because Bihar's politics has often been focused on this
narrative. Bihar was among the first states in India to implement the Other Backward Class (OBC)
quota with a sub-category for extremely backward castes (EBCs). Similarly, RID's dominance in
Bihar's politics has also created a Yadav versus non-Yadav divide in OBC politics with Nitish Kumar
emerging as the pole of a conglomeration of numerically insignificant non-Yadav OBCs. The RID, on
the other hand, draws its core support from a Muslim-Yadav (MY) consolidation.

The data shows that the NDA has a bigger share of candidates from upper castes (Rajput,
Bhumihar, Kayasth and Brahmin) and EBCs than the INDIA block. The INDIA block has a higher share
of Yadavs, non-Yadav OBCs, Muslims and Scheduled Caste (SC) candidates than the NDA alliance. To
be sure, the relative share of upper caste candidates is greater than one even for the INDIA block,
which is approaching these elections with an aggressive Mandal politics rhetoric.

Share (%) and relative share of broad caste-groups in
INDIA and NDA candidates
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Data Source: HT database and Bihar Caste Survey Report

What is the caste-equation at the level
of constituency-wise contests?

Have NDA and INDIA fielded candidates from same or different caste/caste-groups in a given
constituency? The former would suggest a dominance of a particular caste in a given constituency
while the latter might be an indication of efforts to exploit caste-based fault lines. Data shows
that only seven out of the 40 PCs in the state will see a contest between candidates of the same
caste. If one looks at caste groups, namely, upper castes, SC, EBC, Yadav, Non-Yadav OBCs and
Muslims, the number of constituencies with a contest between same caste groups increases to 15.
Only one PC in Bihar will see a contest between Muslim candidates of the NDA and INDIA blocks
and two will see upper caste candidates against each other. This number is three for Yadav versus
Yadav contests.

Caste group and caste wise classification of contests
(Number of P(s)

same Case Goegory | 15
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{ BUSINESS }

Tesla’s Musk makes
surpnse China visit

AFTER INDIA TRIP NIXED

{ WORLD } RUSSIA CLAIMS FRESH GAINS

Situation on battlefield has
worsened, warns Ukraine

Tesla CEO Elon Musk on Sunday met Premier Li
Qiang during an unannounced trip to China during
which he is expected to meet officials to discuss the
roll-out of its Full Self-Driving software, said people
familiar with the matter. Li told Musk that Tesla’s
development in the country could be regarded as a
successful example of US-China economic and trade
cooperation. The visit comes during a volatile time
for Tesla and only a week after a much anticipated
visit to India was cancelled as he cited pressing issues
at the automaker. The world’s biggest seller of fully-
electric cars announced this month it would cut more
than 10% of its workforce globally, as slowing EV
sales growth prompted a cost-saving drive.

-Pl6

Ukraine’s top commander said on Sunday Kyiv's outnumbered
troops had fallen back to new positions west of three villages on the
eastern front where Russia has concentrated significant forces in several
locations. The statement by Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi reflected
Ukraine’s deteriorating position in the east that Kyiv hopes it can
stabilise once it takes delivery of US weapons under a $61billion aid
package approved this week. "The situation at the front has worsened,
he wrote on the Telegram app, describing the "most difficult” areas as
west of occupied Maryinka and northwest of Avdiivka. Russia’s defence
ministry earlier on Sunday claimed its troops had captured the village of
Novobakhmutivka in the eastern Donetsk region.

{ MY INDIA } PRAJWAL REVANNA

FIR filed against JDS
leader in assault case

-P15

A FIR alleging sexual harassment was Iudged on
Sunday against Hassan MP Prajwal Revanna and his
father HD Revanna, an MLA representing
Holenarasipur, based on a complaint by a woman
who had worked at Revanna's house. She alleged she
was sexually abused multiple times between 2019
and 2022. The complaint comes on a day when
Karnataka government ordered the formation of a
special investigation team (SIT) to probe a series of
obscene videos circulating in Hassan district of
Karnataka involving Prajwal Revanna of the Janata
Dal (Secular) party, some of which appeared to depict
sexual assault. Prajwal Revanna is the grandson of
former Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda.
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{ DEBATING ARTICLE 39(B) }

Why Constitution bench case is
key for future of property rights

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A nine-judge con-
stitution bench of the Supreme
Court is currently deliberating
on a crucial issue concerning
the State’s authority to acquire
privately owned property of cit-
izens, as outlined in Article
39(b) of the Constitution, in the
interest of the greater common
good.

This matter has been pend-
ing before the apex court since
1992, when the first batch of
cases was filed. Over the years,
it has traversed through ditfer-
ent benches, progressing from a
five-judge bench to a seven-
judge bench before reaching the
present nine-judge bench. How-
ever, it has recently garnered
heightened attention, particu-
larly in an election year, follow-
ing a significant political dis-
course.

The catalyst for this renewed
focus was a speech by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
April 21, wherein he accused the
Congress party of advocating
redistribution of common citi-
zens wealth if elected to power.
This assertion was based on an
earlier address by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on April
20, where he proposed conduct-
ing a comprehensive caste sur-
vey to determine the demo-
oraphics and socio-economic
status of various communities,
including backward classes,
SCs, STs, minorities, and others.
Gandhi further outlined plans
for subsequent distribution of
wealth, job opportunities, and
welfare schemes based on these
findings.

While these political state-
ments may seem disconnected
from the ongoing legal proceed-
ings, they have spurred public
interest in the case being heard
by the Supreme Court. Under-
standing the com-
plexities of the
issues under con-
sideration, the asso-
ciated controver-
sies, and the diverse
perspectives
stakeholders is
essential to grasp

of PII OF
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The court bench which is curr ently hearmg the matter has to detennme whether the classification

“material resources of community” includes private property within its fold.

“material resources of commu-
nity” includes private property
within its fold.

[tisnot the first time that the
top court has been called upon
to decide this issue. But the
uncertainty in law has arisen
due to a contentious interpreta-
tion by a seven-judge bench in
State of Karnataka v Ranga-
natha Reddy (1977) that consid-
ered the application of Article
39(b) in the context of national-
isation of contract carriages.
The majority view of four
judges did not favour private
property to fall under Article
39(b). However, the minority
view pronounced by justice VR
Krishna Iyer held to the con-
trary.

Justice Iyer said: "Material
resources of the community in
the context of reor-
dering the national
economy embraces
all the national
wealth, not merely
natural resources,
all the private and
public sources of
meeting material

the significance of

needs, not merely

this matter.

Understanding Article
39(b)

At the heart of the current con-
troversy lies the interpretation
of Article 39(b) of the Constitu-
tion. It is one of the directive
principles of state policy (DPSP)
which says, “the State shall
direct its policy towards secur-
ing that the ownership and con-
trol of the material resources of
the community are so distrib-
uted as best to subserve the
common good”.

Article 39(b) has existed
from the time the Constitution
came to be enacted. At that
time, the right to property was a
fundamental right under Arti-
cle 19(1)(f). The right to property
came to be deleted as a funda-
mental right by the Constitution
(Forty-fourth Amendment) Act,
1978, and a modified version of
this right was inserted in Article
300A which says that "no per-
son shall be deprived of his
property save by authority of
law™,

The nine-judge bench headed
by chief justice of India (CJI)
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud,
which is currently hearing the
matter, has to determine
whether the classification

public  posses-
sions...To exclude ownership of
private resources from the coils
of Article 39(b) is to cipherise
its very purpose of redistribu-
tion the socialist way.”

This minority view became
the basis of a five-judge bench
in Sanjeev Coke case (1982),
where the issue of Article 39(b)
arose in the context of national-
isation of coke oven plants and
private property was held to be
part of material resources of
community. Later, in 1997 a
nine-judge bench in Mafatlal
Industries case underscored
this conclusion when it said,
“the material resources of the
community are not confined to
public resources but include all
resources, natural and man-
made, public and private
owned”.

To be sure, the laws relating
to Article 39(b) that have trav-
elled in the past to the top court
have related to natural or public
resources such as land, mines,
forest, electricity, coke oven
plants, sick textile industry,
contract carriages, excise duty,
natural gas, etc. However, this
is perhaps the first time the
court has been confronted with
an issue on housing and build-
ing belonging to urban land-

lords, considered so germane to
private citizens, in the present
challenge under Article 39(b)
heard by the nine judges.

The present controversy
The present bench of nine
judges, also including justices
Hrishikesh Roy, BV
Nagarathna, Sudhanshu Dhulia,
JB Pardiwala, Manoj Misra,
Rajesh Bindal, SC Sharma and
Augustine George Masih, has
been called upon to reconcile
the various judicial dictums on
this question.

The occasion for the court to
consider this issue has arisenin
a challenge by property owners
association of Mumbai to Chap-
ter VIII-A of the Maharashtra
Housing and Area Development
Authority (MHADA) Act, intro-
duced in 1986, which allows the
state to acquire Mumbai’s old,
dilapidated buildings termed as
“cessed properties” in favour of
cooperative societies of occupi-
ers. This amendment contained
a declaration that the Act seeks
to give effect to the state policy
for securing the objective speci-
fied in Article 39(b) of the Con-
stitution.

The state has claimed that
“housing stock” is a material
resource of the community and
the reconstruction of the build-
ing is for the common good as
the old buildings are unsafe.
The MHAD authority is also
before the court and has argued
that the owners of the buildings
have refused to effect repairs on
account of the freezing of rents
from September 1, 1940, due to
which they get very little rent
which is less than the taxes they
have to pay on these properties.

However, the property own-
ers have opposed the state’s
move by arguing that Article
39(b) cannot envisage private-
owned property.

They have even challenged
the Maharashtra Rent Control
Act for fixing abysmally low
standard rent.

What falls for the considera-
tion before the nine judges can
be gauged from the two refer-
ence orders in this case by
which the matter was first sent
by a five-judge bench to seven
judges in 2001, and subse-
quently to a nine-judge bench in
February 2002.

The order referring the mat-
ter to seven judges was passed
by a bench of five judges that

ARVINDYADAVHT

said: “We are of the opinion that
the views expressed in Sanjeev
Coke case (19830 require recon-
sideration. Keeping in view the
importance of the point in
issue, namely, the interpreta-
tion of Article 39(b), it will be
appropriate if these cases are
heard by a larger bench of not
less than seven judges.”

While passing this order, the
court was conscious that San-
jeev Coke case relied on the
minority view penned by justice
Iyer in the Ranganatha Reddy
case.

Before the seven-judge
bench, a similar issue arose as
the Centre and Maharashtra
government cited the Mafatlal
case decided by a bench of nine-
judges. The order sending the
matter to nine judges said:
"Having given due considera-
tion, we are of the opinion that
this interpretation of Article
39(b) requires to be reconsid-
ered by a bench of nine judges;
we have some difficulty in shar-
ing the broad view that material
resources of the community
under Article 39(b) covers what
is privately owned.”

The arguments by the prop-
erty owners and other interven-
ors have concluded and the
Attorney general R Venkatara-
mani appearing for MHADA
has argued that 39(b) should be
given the widest possible mean-
ing to include private property
as well. Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for Maha-
rashtra, is yet to make submis-
sions. In his written submis-
sion, the S-G said: "The only
issue before the present bench
is whether the phrase "material
resources of the community”
under Article 39(b) covers what
is privately owned.”

A related issue of Article
31C
While the reference order in the
Maharashtra matter only seeks
to settle the judicial dichotomy
on Article 39(b), a related issue
has arisen in the present pro-
ceedings with the bench willing
to go into a related aspect of
Article 31C of the Constitution.
This provision was intro-
duced by the Constitution
(Twenty-fifth Amendment) Act,
1971, giving a “safe harbour” or
protective umbrella to any law
giving effect to the policy of the
state towards securing the prin-
ciples of Article 39(b) and 39(c)

if itis inconsistent with or takes
away any rights conferred by
Articles 14 and 19 relating to
equality and fundamental
freedoms.

The core protection of this
provision was upheld by the
13-judge bench landmark deci-
sion in Kesavananda Bharati
case (1973), famous for laying
down the basic structure doc-
trine. The court had untouched
31C protection to laws further-
ing the objective of Article 39(b)
but struck down that part
which barred judicial review of
such laws.

Later, by the Constitution
(Forty-second Amendment)
Act, 1976, the scope of protec-
tion offered under Article 31C
was extended not only to Arti-
cles 39(b) and (c), but all direct-
ive principles of state policy
(DPSP), meaning thereby that
any law based on DPSP violat-
ing Articles 14 and 19 could not
be challenged in courts.

In July 1980, a five-judge
bench in Minerva Mills case,
deciding a challenge to the Con-
stitution (42nd Amendment)
Act, 1976 struck down the
amendments to Article 31C on
the ground that it violates basic
structure.

The judgment even cast a
shadow on whether the una-
mended 31C, as upheld by the
Kesavananda Bharti decision,
will continue to operate.

On the day when the opera-
tive portion in Minerva Mills
case was pronounced on May 9,
1980, the same day, another
five-judge bench pronounced its
operative judgment in Waman
Rao case which dealt with a
challenge to the Maharashtra
Agricultural Lands (Ceiling and
Holding) Act, 1961 that enjoyed
the protection under the una-
mended 31C (as it existed prior
to the 1976 amendment) and
Article 31A.

The detailed judgment in
Waman Rao came in November
1980 when the bench held the
unamended 31C to be wvalid,
making clear that Minerva case
was limited to the Constitution
(42nd Amendment) Act, 1976.
The bench in Waman Rao said,
“If we are right in upholding the
validity of Article 31-A on its
own merits, it must follow logi-
cally that the unamended Arti-
cle 31Cis also valid.”

Since this decision came after
Minerva judgment, the judges
distinguished the two cases and
said that the “unamended por-
tion of Article 31Cis not like an
unchartered sea” as it gives pro-
tection to a limited category of
laws giving effect to clause (b)
and (c) of Article 39. “These
clauses of Article 39 contain
directive principles which are
vital to the well-being of the
country and welfare of its peo-
ple,” it held.

The present nine-judge
bench has to decide whether the
unamended 31C continues to
existasargued by Maharashtra
or the Minerva judgment has
rendered it a “dead letter” as the
property owners claim it to be.

In light of recent political
statements suggesting the redis-
tribution of wealth and resour-
ces, the Constitution bench’s
scrutiny of this issue gains
more relevance. The court’s
interpretation is setto serve as a
crucial guideline for achieving
the delicate balance between
individual property rights and
the state's responsibility
towards achieving socioeco-
nomic justice.
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Lovely quits as Delhi’s Cong
chief over alliance with AAP

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PCC) presi-
dent Arvinder Singh Lovely has
resigned from his post, citing
his opposition to the party’s alli-
ance with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) — a development that has
brought to the fore simmering
internal conflicts within the
Congress less than a month
before the seven Lok Sabha
seats in the Capital go to the
polls.

Lovely, who sent a letter of
resignation to Congress
national president Mallikarjun
Kharge on April 27, also cited
differences with Congress gen-
eral secretary Deepak Babaria,
who is the party's Delhi
in-charge.

HT has seen a copy of the let-
ter.

Responding to Lovely step-
ping down from his post, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
said the move was expected, as
the Congress-AAP alliance was
“unnatural”,

The Congress and the AAP
are contesting the general elec-
tions in multiple states as part
of the Indian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) bloc. The two parties in
February finalised their seat-
sharing agreement for the polls
in Delhi, according to which,
the AAP will contest from four

Arvinder Singh Lovely at his residence on Sunday. SANJEEVVERMA/HT

of the seven seats in the Capital,
while the Congress as fielded
candidates for the remaining
three constituencies —Kanhaiya
Kumar from North East, Udit
Raj from North West, and JP
Agrawal from Chandni Chowk.
In his letter to Kharge, Lovely
said that the Delhi Congress
unit was not told about the can-
didature of Raj and Kumar.
“Out of these 3 seats, while
rejecting the views of the PCC,
all Observers and the Local
Party Workers, the North-West
Delhi and Northeast Delhi seats
were given to 2 Candidates who
were total strangers to the Delhi
Congress and the Party Policies.
It is the prerogative of the High
Command to have a final say on
the Party Candidates, however,

shockingly, once the decision in
regards to the aforesaid 2 Candi-
dates was made by the High
Command, the PCC was not
even intimated before the for-
mal announcement so that I
could at least take some reme-
dial steps and pacify the local
State Leaders thereby stalling
any local party unrest,” the let-
ter said.

“The candidate from North-
East Delhi has also been giving
media bytes... endorsed the false
propaganda of AAP in regard to
the supposed works done by
them in the education, health,
road and electricity sectors.
Such ill-thought and factually
incorrect statements have not
gone down well with the local
unit of the party who have an

inherent understanding that the
alliance (with the AAP)... was in
fact, a ‘compromise’ to improve
the chances of victory for the
party.. The condition of
schools, hospitals and public
infrastructure in Delhi, under
the AAP rule, has severely wor-
sened as compared to the devel-
opment work done under Late
Sheila Dikshit Ji's Congress
regime,” Lovely wrote.

“As a consequence of the
aforementioned situation, since
[ cannot protect the interests of
the Party Workers, I see no rea-
son to continue in the said post.
Therefore, with great regret and
an extremely leaden heart, I,
Arvinder Singh Lovely, do
hereby tender my resignation
from the post of DPCC Presi-
dent,” the letter stated.

“All unanimous decisions
taken by the senior Delhi Con-
oress leaders have been unilat-
erally vetoed by the AICC gen-
eral secretary (Babaria)... (He)
has not allowed me to make any
senior appointments in the
DPCC, including to appoint all
block presidents in the city,
even though over 150 blocks in
Delhi do not presently have a
block president,” Lovely said.

Later addressing a press con-
ference, Lovely denied all spec-
ulations that he may join the
BJP.

“I have resigned from the
post of the Delhi Congress presi-
dent and not from the party. I

am not going to join any other
party,” he said.

To be sure, this is Lovely's
second stint in the Congress —
in April 2017, he quit the party
and joined the BJP, before
rejoining the Congress in Febru-
ary 2018.

Responding to the develop-
ment, Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva said the AAP-Con-
gress alliance was "unnatural”.

“The day Kanhaiya Kumar
and Udit Raj were fielded as
candidates, I had said that the
Congress has destroyed itself,”
he said.

AAP minister Saurabh Bhar-
adwaj said, “The Congress is our
alliance partner and this is an
internal matter of that party.”

When contacted, Babaria
said, “The Congress high com-
mand has accepted the resigna-
tion of Arvinder Singh Lovely.”

Babaria, however, did not
comment on queries about
what impact Lovely’s resigna-
tion will have on the party
cadre, and on who will replace
him as the PCC chiel.

Lovely's resignation comes
days after former Delhi minister
and senior Delhi Congress
leader Rajkumar Chauhan
resigned from the party. A Con-
gress functionary aware of the
matter said that Chauhan, who
was involved in an altercation
with Babaria on Sunday, sub-
mitted his resignation on April
24.

AAP song faces poll body heat
‘Does not violate model
code’ AAP on song ‘ban’

Aditi Agrawal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The pre-certification
committee in the office of the
Delhi chief electoral officer
(CEO) has rejected a campaign
advertisement application of a
song released by the Aam Aadmi
Party for “casting aspersions on
the judiciary”, "inciting vio-
lence”, presenting police “in bad
taste”, and criticising the ruling
party on “the basis of unverified
facts”.

The committee, in a letter
dated April 27, advised the AAP
to modify the two-minute song
and video accordingly.

During the model code of con-
duct, all political advertisements
published via electronic media
must be approved and certified
by MCMC of the respective dis-
trict or state, and the application
must be made no later than three
days prior to when the ad is to be
broadcast.

The AAP song, launched on
April 25, raises allegations of dic-
tatorial governance, unemploy-
ment, inflation, and conspiracy
targeting opposition leaders.

Itis not clear why the pre-cer-
tification committee sent the let-
ter two days after the song was
released. HT has reached out to
AAP for more details on when
the song was submitted to the
Delhi CEO for approval.

If the party chooses to appeal
this, the plea must be sent to the
state-level media certification
and monitoring committee
(MCMC), which is chaired by
Delhi CEO P Krishnamurthy.

The media pre-certification
committee found eight problem-
atic parts in AAP’s song and told
the party that the phrase “jail ke
jawab hum vote se denge” (we
will answer jail terms with our
votes) shows an “aggressive
mob” holding incarcerated AAP

convener Arvind Kejriwal's
photo showing him behind the
bars, which “casts aspersions”
on the judiciary.

The committee said that the
submitted transcript "has not
been signed by the applicant”,
and that the phrase “jail ka jaw-
aab hum vote se denge” running
from 1:49 to 1:59is “missing from
the submitted transcript.

[t said that the phrase “tana-
shahi party ko hum chot denge”
(we will hurt the dictatorial
party), which shows images of a
clash between police and pro-
testers, “apparently incites vio-
lence”. In its letter, it described
this scene elsewhere as an
“aggressive mob clashing with
the police [that| shows criticism
of the ruling party on the basis of
unverified facts”.

The phrase "gunda gardi ke
khilat vote denge” [we will vote
against hooliganism|and “tana-
shahi karne wali party ko hum
chot denge” [we will hurt the dic-
tatorial party] with the visuals of
Manish Sisodia being escorted
by police together "present the
picture of police in bad taste”,
the committee ruled.

The phrase “awazein khilaf thi
jo sabko jail me daal dia, bas unko
hi bahar rakha jisne inko maal
dia. Itna lalach, itna nafrat,
bhrastachari se mohabbat” (all
those who criticised you were
thrown in jail; only those who
bribed you remained outside. So
much greed, so much hatred,
love for the corrupt) is “slander-
ous ', it said.

It ruled that three phrases —
“jail ke jawab mein hum vote
denge”, “gundagardi ke khilaf vote
denge’, and “tanashahi party ko
hum chot denge” —which appear
multiple times in the song, violate
paragraph 2.5(d) of the Election
Commission of India guidelines
dated August 24, 2023 on MCMC,
pre-certification and paid news.

Alok KN Mishra

alok.mishral@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and Delhi minister
Atishi on Sunday said the “Elec-
tion Commission of India (ECI)
banned” its campaign song “Jail
Ka Jawab, Vote Se Denge”, add-
ing “it is the first time in the his-
tory of our country” that “ECI
has banned campaign song of
any party to stop the campaign”
in a press conference at the
party headquarters.

The song in question, sung as
a rap, was released by the AAP
on Thursday. Written and sung
by AAP’s Timarpur MLA Dilip
Pandey, the song raises allega-
tions of dictatorial governance,
unemployment, inflation, and
conspiracy targeting opposition
leaders, including Kejriwal.

In response, the office of the
chief electoral officer, Delhi,
said that reports of an ECI ban
on the song were incorrect.

“The news is factually incor-
rect and misleading. It is
informed that during the review
and scrutiny of the advertise-
ment submitted by the Aam
Aadmi Party, the media pre-cer-
tification committee headed by
the joint chief electoral officer,
Delhi, made certain observa-
tions regarding the advertise-
ment/ creative with reference to
various provisions/ guidelines
stipulated by ECI. The said crea-
tive/ advertisement was
returned along with the obser-
vations with the request to mod-
ify the contents of the creative

Mercury to hover around 40°C
in coming days, predicts IMD

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi is set to end
April on a warm note with the
maximum temperature likely to
shoot up to 40 degrees Celsius
("C) by Monday, the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
has said.

Though there will be clear
skies and no rain in the coming
six days, IMD has predicted
strong surface winds of
25-30km/hour, which will pre-
vent the mercury from rising
beyond 40°C.

Delhi recorded a maximum
temperature of 38.2°C on Sun-
day, which was a degree below
normal. It was 38°C on Saturday.
Delhi's maximum had crossed
40°C for the first time this year
on Friday when it touched

STRONG SURFACE
WINDS OF 25-
30KMPH SPEED
WILL KEEP DAY
TEMPERATURE
FROM SPIKING
BEYOND 40°C, IMD
OFFICIALS SAID

40.5°C. However, the city was hit
by a thunderstorm on Friday
evening,

IMD officials said the maxi-
mum dipped marginally after
this spell of rain but is on the rise
again. "It is likely to touch 40°C
again by Monday and should
hover around 38-40°C till May 4.
It is not likely torise higher than
this as we will see strong surface
winds of up to 30kmj/hour,

which will have a marginal cool-
ing effect. Had winds been calm,
it could have gone up to 41-42°C,”
said an ofticial.

Delhi’'s minimum tempera-
ture was 23.5C on Sunday,
which was around normal for
this time of the year. It was
22.7°C on Saturday. Forecasts
show the minimum is likely to
oscillate between 22 and 24°C till
May 4. Delhi so far this month
has recorded 7.5mm of rainfall.
The normal monthly average for
April is 16.3mm, meaning the
month is likely to end in a deficit,
similar to March.

Meanwhile, Delhi's air
remained in the “moderate” cat-
egory, recording a 24-hour aver-
age air quality index (AQI) read-
ing of 175 (moderate) at 4pmon
Sunday. It was 163 (moderate) on
Saturday.

Delhi minister Atishi

as per the Advertising Codes
prescribed under the Cable Tel-
evision Network Rules, 1994 and
ECI guideline circulated vide
letter dated August 24, 2023 and
resubmit after modification, for
the certification,” the office of
the Delhi chief electoral officer
said.

Kejriwal was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate on
March 21in connection with the
Delhi liguor policy case.

AAP claims he was jailed
because the BJP didn't want
him to campaign for the Lok
Sabha elections.

“This is the same ECI which
sees nothing when the BJP is
making fun of the Model Code
of Conduct on a daily basis. But
if AAP leaders even breathe,
they are served another notice.
When the BJP misuses ED and
CBI to put opposition leaders in
jail during the Model Code of
Conduct, ECI has no objection to
it. But if the AAP even writes it
in a song, ECI raises various
objections,” Atishi said.

“"According to ECI, the song
‘Jail Ka Jawab Vote Se Denge’

shows the ruling party (BJP)
and investigation agencies in a
bad light. You (ECI) would not
change the head of the CBI, you
would not change the ED’s
director or I-T's director during
elections; you (ECI) would not
do anything to stop the attack
on the opposition. But, if some-
one mentions in their campaign
that fraudulent arrests are
being made, then ECI takes
objection to it,” Atishi said.

“It is right if the BJP exercises
dictatorship, but if anyone prop-
agates about that dictatorship
then itis wrong. And the most
interesting thing is that
throughout the campaign song,
there is no mention of the BJP,
but ECI says that ‘if you talk
about dictatorship, this is a crit-
icism of the ruling party.’ That
means ECI itself believes that
the BJP is running a dictatorial
rule in this country,” Atishi said.

Delhi BJP spokesperson Prav-
een Shankar Kapoor said: "AAP
applied for approval of its cam-
paign song on April 24 and the
same forenoon, launched its
election campaign song without
the approval, When the officers
concerned objected to it, citing
violation of ECI's advertising
code and directed them to mod-
ify its content, as always, AAP
leader Atishi launched a scath-
ing attack on the election
authority. Strangely, the objec-
tion was raised by Delhi’s chief
electoral office, but the AAP
leader attacked the Election
Commission of India for the
objection.”

24-yr-old man stabs wite to death
in front of children in Bharat Nagar

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 24-year-old man
was arrested for allegedly mur-
dering his wife by stabbing her
in front of their children due to
marital disputes in Bunkar Col-
ony of Bharat Nagar on Satur-
day, police said.

The accused was identified as
Mohammad Javed and his wife
was identified as Afsana, 24. The
stabbing took place at Afsana’s
parents’ home, and her sister

was also present at the time of
the incident, police said.
Deputy commissioner of
police (northwest) Jitendra
Kumar Meena said: “We arrested
Javed, who is a tailor by profes-
sion, and booked him for mur-
der under Section 302 of the
Indian Penal Code at the Bharat
Nagar police station. Marital dis-
putes between the couple is the
reason behind the murder. Afs-
ana was married to Javed for six
years. For the past few months,
she and her children had been

living with her parents.”

In another instance, a man in
his late 20s was stabbed to death,
allegedly by his friend, at the
former’s rented home in Mahen-
dra Park on Sunday afternoon.
The attacker also suffered stab
wounds, police said.

The deceased was identified
as Zahid Ali and the alleged
attacker as Ravi Kumar. Ali and
Kumar got into a fight as Ali
found Kumar and his girlfriend
in a compromising position in
his room, police said.
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Filing of nominations
for 7 seats in Capital,
Gurugram from today

Alok KN Mishra and
Abhishek Behl

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/GURUGRAM: The
nomination process for all seven
Lok Sabha seats of Delhi and the
single Lok Sabha seat in neigh-
bouring Gurugram will begin on
Monday. The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) will issue noti-
fication for the sixth phase of
Lok Sabha elections and polling
will take place on May 25,

Candidates can file their nom-
inations with returning officers
from llam to 3pm, barring Sun-
day. The nominations will be
scrutinised on May 7 and nomi-
nations can be withdrawn till
May 9. Votes will be counted on
June 4. As of February 1, 2024,
the Capital has 14.7 million vot-
ers — nearly 8 million men, 6.7
million women and 1,176 third-
gender people. In the past elec-
tion, the city's voter turnout was
60.60%, below the national aver-
age of 67%.

The seven Lok Sabha constitu-
encies in the Capital are New
Delhi, South Delhi, East Delhi,
West Delhi, Chandni Chowk,
North West and North East
Delhi. Of the seven, New Delhi,
with 1.48 million electors, is the
smallest constituency and West
Delhi, with 2.49 million electors,
is the largest.

The Gurgaon seat has over
2,546,916, voters of whom
1,347,521 are male, 1,199,317 are
female and 78 are transgenders.

Delhi’s first two-sided
polls since 2012

The Capital is set to witness a
direct contest between the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)-Congress
alliance and the Bharativa Jan-
ata Party (BJP). This is the first
time that the Capital will witness
a direct contest between two
political blocs since the AAP
emerged as a political force in
2012, as all previous elections
were triangular contests.

Delhi, Gurugram in sixth phase

O BJP @ AAP © CONGRESS
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Singh announce  North West Delhi
Gurgaon will also go topoll ~ Yogendra Chandolia
with Delhi on May 25 Udit Raj (Cong)

As part of the AAP-Congress
seat-sharing agreement, the AAP
will contest four seats — New
Delhi, South Delhi, West Delhi and
East Delhi —and the Congress in
North East Delhi, Chandni Chowk
and North West Delhi.

An official at the Delhi elect-
oral office said a notification will
be issued in newspapers on
Monday morning and filing of
nomination will begin at 10am
on Monday.

“Almost all basic preparations
have been done for conducting
the polls, including training poll-
ing officials, making necessary
arrangements for ensuring
peace by engaging required for-
ces for conducting the polling,
forming flying squads and con-
stituting teams for statistics sur-
veillance. Arrangements for
voter facilitation are also being
made,” the official said.

BJP’s candidate for the South
Delhi Lok Sabha seat, Ramvir

East Delhi
Harsh Malhotra (BJP)
Kuldeep Kumar (AAP)

West Delhi
Kamaljeet Sehrawat (BJP
Mahabal Mishra (AAP)

Chandni Chowk
Praveen Khandelwal (BJP)
JP Aggrawal (Cong)

North East Delhi
Manoj Tiwari (BJP)
Kanhaiya Kumar (Cong)

Singh Bidhuri, said he will file
his nomination on May 3. “Uttar-
akhand chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami, Delhi BJP chief
Virendra Sachdeva, and other
leaders will join me for the nom-
ination,” Bidhuri said.

BJP’s North West Delhi candi-
date Yogendra Chandolia will file
his nomination on Monday, New
Delhi candidate Bansuri Swaraj
on Tuesday and East Delhi can-
didate Harsh Malhotra on
Wednesday, Sachdeva said.

The key issue in the Lok
Sabha elections is the arrests of
Arvind Kejriwal and Manish
Sisodia for alleged corruption in
the Delhi excise policy case. The
AAP has centred its entire cam-
paign on Kejriwal's arrest.

There have been confronta-
tions between the AAP’s state
government and the BJP-led cen-
tral government over a range of
governance issues, such as water
supply, sewer overflow and poor

condition of infrastructure in
unauthorised colonies is also a
poll issue, among others.
Alleged irregularities in elect-
oral bonds are a key plank of the
AAP’s campaign. The AAP will
highlight developmental and
welfare works, including free
services and a promise of 21,000
per month of financial assist-
ance to women. The BJP is seek-
ing votes on developmental
works undertaken by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment at the Centre and will
seek to highlight various infra-
structure works in the Capital.

Gurugram seeks to
improve voter turnout
Officials in Gurugram sought to
highlight that senior citizens
older than 85 years and persons
with over 40% disability will be
allowed to vote from home.

Deputy commissioner Nish-
ant Yadav said on Sunday that
there are 50,000 such voters in
the city. “This facility for senior
citizens and persons with disa-
bilities is being provided for the
first time as per directions of
ECI. Block-level workers will
visit the voters within five days
of the notification of the election
and get Form 12-D filled and sub-
mitted. It is the prerogative of
the voters to opt for this facility;
otherwise, they can visit the
booths,” said Yadav.

According to the district
administration, 35,559 voters
are older than 85 years in Gur-
gaon constituency, while there
are 15,231 voters who are defined
as “persons with disability” by
the government.

Meanwhile, sitting Gurgaon
MP and BJP candidate for the
Lok Sabha seat, Rao Inderjit
Singh, will file his nomination on
Monday in the presence of Hary-
ana chief minister Nayab Singh
Saini. Singh will address a rally
at the Gurugram Club in Civil
Lines before submitting his
nomination.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, DELHI
OLD ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE BUILDING, KASHMERE GATE DELHI-110006
Helpline No. 1800-111-400 and 1950: www.ceodelhi.gov.in
PUBLIC NOTIGE
GENERAL ELECTION TO HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE (LOK SABHA) — 2024, NCT OF DELHI
The general public and candidates are hereby informed that the Election Commission of India has designated the
following Officers as Returning Officers for the seven Parliamentary Constituencies in the National Capital Territory
of Delhi. The details of these Returning Officers along with the place for receiving the nomination papers are as
under:
Number & | Nameof | Designation | Office address (where | Land line | Mobile No. E-mail
Name of the | Returning nomination papers will [ & Fax No.
Parliamentary| Officer be received/accepted
Constituency and scrutiny to be
conducted)
01 Sh. Yash  |[District Election |Office of District 011- | 7837540106 |denorth@nic.in
Chandni  [Chaudhary, |Officer/District |Magistrate (North) 27203048
Chowk IAS Magistrate D.M Office Complex,
(North) (.T Road, Alipur,
Delhi-110036
02 Ms. Veditha|District Election |Office of District 011- [9999301391| dcne@nic.in
North East |Reddy, IAS |Officer/District |Magistrate (North East) | 22122732
Delhi Magistrate D.M Office Complex
(North East)  |(North East)
K Block, Nand Nagri
Delhi-110093
03 Sh. Amol |District Election [Office of District 011- 19319206018 | dceast@nic.in
East Delhi  |Srivastava, |Officer/District |Magistrate (East) 21210848
IAS Magistrate A-Block 011-
(East) L.M. Bundh 21210862
Shastri Nagar
Delhi-110031
04 Ms. Isha  |District Election |Office of District 011- 19899193642| dcnd@nic.in
New Delhi |Khosla, IAS |Officer/District [Magistrate (New Delhi) |23381080
Magistrate 12/1 Jam Nagar House, 011-
(New Delhi) Shahjahan Road, 23384621
New Delhi-110011
05 Ms. Ankita |[District Election [Office of District 011- 19718957535| denw@nic.in
North West |Anand, IAS [Officer/District [Magistrate 20896208
Delhi (SC) Magistrate (North West)
(North West)  |Kanjhawala,
Delhi-110081
06 Dr. Kinny  [District Election |Office of District 011- 19821028392 | dcwest@nic.in
West Delhi  [Singh, IAS |Officer/District |Magistrate (West) 25107118
Magistrate Room No. 303,
(West) 3rd Floor, Plot No. 3
Shivaji Place, Raja
Garden,
New Delhi-110027
07 Sh. Mekala |District Election |Office of District 011- |7005636466 |dcsouth@nic.in
South Delhi [Chaitanya |Officer/District |Magistrate (South) 29535025
Prasad, |AS [Magistrate M.B Road, Saket,
(South) New Delhi-110068
Date and time for receiving nominations papers: 29.04.2024 to 06.05.2024 (except public holidays as per
section 25 of the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881), between 11.00 AM to 03.00 PM. -
w%ﬁ (Rajesh Kumar)
DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0020/24-25 s e Y Spl. Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi

‘I'm a daughter of Mother
India,’ s ays Sunita l(eJ rlwal

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Sunita Kejriwal, the
wife of Delhi chief minister
undertook her second roadshow
ahead of the elections in the Tilak
Nagar area of west Delhi and reit-
erated her appeal to “save democ-
racy amid dictatorship”.

Calling herself the daughter of
"Bharat maa”, Sunita Kejriwal
urged voters to exercise their
power to “save Bharat Mata and
democracy”. Sunita undertook a
52-minute roadshow in the Tilak
Nagar belt through local markets
with the Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) West Delhi candidate
Mahabal Mishra.,

“A daughter of Bharat Maa
(mother India) is pleading with
you to save the CDLIIITI'}K.. SdVeE
Bharat Mata... the country is
heading towards tanashahi (dicta-
torship)... Realise the power of
your vote. You must go out to vote
on May 25," she said to the public.

She added the party has fielded
Mishra from the area who has
been a member of Parliament.
“"He has worked a lot and helps
people. Vote from him and push
the broom button... remove the
dictatorship,” she said.

She urged the crowd to chant
the slogan “tanashahi hataenge,
loktantra bachaenge” (we will
remove dictatorship and save
democracy) in her brief six-min-
ute speech at Mall Road. The
roadshow concluded around
7.15pm. Sunita Kejriwal cam-
paigned in East Delhi on Saturday
and will campaign in Punjab,
Haryana and Gujarat in coming
days, party officials said.

Sunita KEJ riwal during the roadshow in West Delhi on Sunday.

AAP workers moving with the
entourage carried signboards say-
ing “I love Kejriwal” along with
cutouts of the chief minister in a
blue shirt behind bars. The party
lined up the market areas with
blue-yellow balloons and rows of
flaglets bearing the broom sym-
bol. Speaking of her husband’s
incarceration, Sunita Kejriwal
said that Kejriwal was “forcefully
put in jail even though the agen-
cies have no evidence',

“They say probe is going on. If
the investigation goes on for ten
years, would they keep him in jail
for 10 years? This is their new sys-
tem to keep people in jail till a
case goes on, she added. She
alleged that the chief minister was
deprived of insulin and they had

to approach the court,” she added
as the crowd chanted “Jail Ka
Jawab Vote Se.”

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP vice-
president Harish Khurana said
that Sunita Kejriwal's roadshows
have become sponsored shows
with the same people participat-
ing in them. “The people of West
Delhi did not participate in the
roadshow. Whatever crowd was
seen was managed from other
areas. Most people in the crowd
seemed to have been brought
from Punjab,” said Khurana.

Tihar cancels Sunita’s
meet with Kejriwal: AAP
AAP on Sunday alleged that
Sunita Kejriwal's meeting with
Arvind Kejriwal has been can-

SANCHIT KHANNA/HINDUSTAN TIMES

celled by Tihar jail administra-
tion.

In an official statement on Sun-
day, AAP said that Sunita Kejriwal
and Arvind Kejriwal were to meet
on Monday.

“Tihar Jail administration has
not yet given any reason for can-
celling the visit. According tojail
rules, two people can meet Kejri-
wal injail at a time,” AAP said.

“Wedid not disallow any meet-
ing but there are rules. On April
29, Kejriwal will be meeting
Atishi. On April 30, Bhagwant
Mann will be coming. Both these
meetings have been fixed. Only
two meetings are allowed for a
prisoner in a week. She (Sunita)
can meet him next week,” a sen-
ior Delhi Prisons official said.

COP ON SCOOTER
DIES NEAR PRAGATI
MAIDAN TUNNEL
FOLLOWING CRASH

NEW DELHI: A sub-inspector of
Delhi Police died after losing
control of his scooter and ram-
ming the divider near the
Pragati Maidan tunnel on Satur-
day night.

The deceased was identified
as NK Pavitharan, 52, who was
posted with the east Delhi crime
team. He was on his way to his
home in IP Extension when the
accident took place, police said.

“He lost balance of his
scooter for unknown reasons
and hit a divider close to the
Pragati Maidan tunnel. There
was no other vehicle near the
spot, He was taken to a hospital
where doctors declared him
dead,” an officer said.

Pavitharan is survived by a
son, who works in Dubai. HTC

Two boys —13 and 11 — held
for 8-year-old’s rape, murder

Peeyush Khandelwal

peeyush.khandelwal@htlive.com

GHAZIABAD: The Ghaziabad
Police on Sunday said it appre-
hended a 13-year-old boy who
allegedly raped and murdered
his eight-year-old cousin as she
told his father she was molested
by the suspect a month ago, in
Masuri, Ghaziabad.

Police said they also appre-
hended the 11-year-old brother of
the prime suspect for helping
him dump and cover the victim’s
body in a nearby drain. The inci-
dent happened on April 20.

Deputy commissioner of
police (rural) Vivek Chandra
Yadav said during the investiga-
tion, it came to light the 13-year-
old was beaten up by his father

when the victim complained to
him about the molestation.

“To avenge this, the 13-year-
old boy took her to an isolated
storeroom nearby and raped her.
The girl tried to shout but hit her
with bricks in the head, during
which she died. Then he called
his younger brother and they
took the body to the drain and
covered it with bricks,” DCP said.

Police said the girl went miss-
ing in the afternoon of April 20
and after an expansive search,
her parents and locals found the
body in a drain on April 21. “We
lodged an FIR and initiated the
investigation,” said a police
investigator.

“On April 21, the 1l-year-old
fabricated a story and got the
body recovered from the drain.

He told his family that he met an
unidentified 65-year-old man
who told him that they should
look for the body near the drain,”
DCP added.

The second officer said that
the 13-year-old had left for his
grandfather’s house about 17km
away by then, as was revealed by
his brother.

“At the grandfather’s house,
the 13-year-old broke down and
revealed the story. Both were
taken into custody. The autopsy
confirmed sexual assault,” DCP
added. Police said the 13-year-old
boy was booked for murder and
rape under the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and provisions of the Pocso
Actwhile his brother was booked
under section 201 of the IPC for
destruction of evidence.

District cooling systems may help
reduce high power consumption

Soumya Chatterjee

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Air conditioners in
India were once deemed a luxury
that only adorned the homes of
the very rich. However, the coun-
try as a whole has recorded an
alarming rise in moist-heat stress
over the past two decades, mak-
ing these cooling machines a
necessity and a ubiquitous part of
much of our urban landscape.

According to the Union gov-
ernment’s India Cooling Action
Plan (ICAP) released in 2019, the
country’s space cooling demand
is expected to rise by 11 times by
2038. The International Energy
Agency predicts the space cool-
ing sector from India alone will
require more energy than Africa
as a whole consumes at present,
and will be responsible for 30% of
all global emissions by 2050.

To meet this increased
demand, experts from the sector
are advocating wide scale adop-
tion of district cooling systems
(DCS). These centralised cooling
systems provide chilled water to
multiple buildings in an area
through underground insulated

ipes. Each building connected to
the DCS has a heat exchanger
unit that transfers the cooling
energy from the circulated
chilled water to the internal cool-
ing system, and the process helps
cool the indoor spaces.

After absorbing heat from the
buildings, the now-warm water
returns to the central plant
through a separate network of
pipes, known as the return flow.
At the central plant, the water is
re-chilled and recirculated back
to the buildings. One such exam-
ple ofa DCSis at Gujarat Interna-
tional Finance Tec-City (GIFT
City) in Gandhinagar, which has
been operational since 2015.

DCS may cut energy bills
Currently, 12.5% of India’s house-
holds have a room air condi-

Currently, room air conditioners account for 38% ofIndia’s

energy consumption.

tioner, but these machines
account for 38% of India’s energy
consumption, according to the
Union power ministry.

Advocates of DCS say the
adoption of the system may cut
India’s power bill by 40%, and
unlike conventional ACs —which
release hot air into the immediate
vicinity — a DCS does notimpact
the micro-climate. The risk of
leakage of refrigerants of individ-
ual ACs is reduced in the central-
ised systems.

People aware of the matter
said buildings in GIFT City part of
DCS have succeeded in cutting
their power demand by 30%.

Sandeep Kachhawa, a cooling
and refrigeration expert at Alli-
ance for an Energy-Efficient
Economy (AEEE), said DCSs are
still at a nascent stage in India.
"DCSs work best when there isa
minimum cooling load require-
ment of around 10,000 TR (tons
of refrigeration), and in high-den-
sity mixed land use areas”.

Even though the per TR cost of
setting up a DCS is higher, the
total installed capacity can be
halved, he said.

"It makes huge sense to incor-
porate the necessary infrastruc-
ture for centralised cooling in the
master planning stage itself for
greenfield city development. It

HT ARCHIVE

requires a greater emphasis on
planning and long-term vision,”
Kachhawa said. Soon, the pro-
posed Hyderabad Pharma City
and Chennai Fintech City [ will
have similar DCSs. While a ten-
der has already been awarded for
the Hyderabad project, the Tamil
Nadu Industrial Corporation isin
the process of hiring a consultant
torun DCS ona PPP model in the
Chennai project.

There is one example of a resi-
dential complex in Hyderabad
having their own DCS for 390
apartments and some common
areas. There has been limited pri-
vate adoption too, with the likes
of DLF Cyber City, and the Delhi
and Mumbai airports,

I[IT Jammu assistant professor
Satya Sekhar Bhogilla said DCSs
can easily be integrated with
renewable energy sources, such
as solar. “Even though ICAP rec-
ognises DCSs as an opportunity,
there is a lack of significant policy
or incentives or mandates in
place,” he said.

Financing a major hurdle
Despite these known benefits,
over the past decade, there has
been no other government initia-
tive to install such systems.
Niyati Gupta, senior program
associate at WRI India-climate

programme, said financing is the
major hurdle for the adoption of
DCSs. She said in GIFT City too,
the infrastructure is financed
through a public-private partner-
ship model.

Further, Gupta expanded on
the idea that incentivising the pri-
vate sector to “design-build-oper-
ate” would result in better man-
agement of DCSs. Apart from
these challenges, she said profes-
sionals need upskilling for con-
tinuous monitoring of these sys-
tems and government interven-
tion is required at the policy level
to promote this technology.

HT spoke with officials in cit-
ies such as Rajkot, Coimbatore,
Pune, and Thane, where UNEP
(United Nations Environment
Programme)-led initiative feasi-
bility studies for DCS were con-
ducted. However, the pilots took
off in none of the cities.

Rajkot Smart City CEO Chetan
Nandani said that there was a
proposal for adoptinga DCS in a
greenfield development project
under the Smart City pro-
gramme, but the system has not
been set up due to the high
upiront costs involved.

An official at Thane Municipal
Corporation said that as per the
feasibility study, it was found that
it was not possible to lay the
underground piping infrastruc-
ture necessary for the DCS.

Sudheer Perla, Managing
Director at Tabreed Asia (a joint
venture between National Cen-
tral Cooling Company PJSC or
Tabreed UAE and World Bank’s
International Finance Corpora-
tion or IFC) said there still isa lag
inrecognising cooling as the sin-
gle biggest driver for India's
energy demand.

“"When a master plan is being
readied, cooling always comes as
an afterthought and left at the
discretion of end users to plan as
opposed to how planning for
water, electricity and sewage
managementis done,” he said.
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[Last Mughal emperor’s summer
palace in dire need of restoration

Peeling plaster, ugly
graffiti engraved on
moss, empty alcohol
bottles, garbage, and
paan stains dominate
the eyeline at palace

Anuradha Vellat

anuradha.vellat@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Zafar Mahal, the
summer palace of Mughal
emperor-poet Bahadur Shah
Zafar II, has seen better days.
Once upon a time, red sand-
stone and marble work on the
palace added to its glory; and
festivities around the annual
Phoolwalon ki Sair would begin
from here.

But over 200 years later, the
summer palace in Mehrauli
stands in a decrepit state —
plaster peeling off its walls, ugly
graffiti engraved on moss,
empty alcohol bottles, garbage,
and paan stains dominate what
is known as the city's last
Mughal monument.

Last December, the marble
jaali that encloses the graves
was broken by vandals. And
even now, all that pretends to
protect Zafar Mahal from van-
dals is a few metres of concer-
tina wire around it.

Though protected by the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI), little work has been done
to restore it. Last April, a senior
ASI official told HT that conser-
vation work at Zafar Mahal was
set to begin soon as the monu-
ment’s condition is not up to
mark.

During a spot visit this
month, a year later, only con-
certina wire had been put up
around the monument. “We
hope to begin work this finan-
cial year. When it comes to con-
servation, priorities change, so
it is difficult to give an exact
time for when the work at Zafar
Mahal will begin. Every circle of
ASI is sanctioned funds each
year. Zafar Mahal's condition
was pointed out last year, as it
has been this year. It is still on
the agenda,” said ASI's superin-
tending archaeologist Praveen
Singh.

Many legends

The three-storey structure was
built in the 18th century by
Mughal emperor Akbar Shah II
and was restored by Zafar in the
19th century. The palace has
accommodated many tales over
the years. It was Zafar’s desire
to be buried next to the tomb of
Sufi saint Qutbuddin Bakhtiar
Kaki, in Delhi —a city he loved

greatly.

1

Garbage lies strewn around the crevices and walkways.

Legend is that the grave there
was left “empty” after Zafar was
exiled to Burma (now Myan-
mar). Historians, however,
flagged it as a false, romanti-
cised tale. “In family enclosures
like these, the area around the
grave was paved with marble
after a burial. To make space for
another grave, the marble
would be removed, and then
repaved. No space would have
been left empty. The story that
his grave was left empty is man-
ufactured,” said historian Swa-
pna Liddle, who wrote 14 His-
toric Walks of Delhi.

[n the 18th and 19th centuries,
Zafar Mahal was of great cul-
tural importance. "It was a
space meant to be intercon-
nected — Sufi saint Bakhtiar

Police crack down
on cellphone use
while driving, 15K
people fined this yr

Karn Pratap Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: One-hundred and
fifty people have been penalised
every day this year so far for
using phones while driving, the
Delhi Traffic Police said on Sun-
day, adding that a total 0 15,846
people were prosecuted till April
15.

According to the data shared
by the traffic police, the number
this year has increased as at least
60 people were penalised last
year during the corresponding
time from January 1 to April 15.

“As part of our proactive
approach to enhancing road
safety, we have initiated a tar-
geted crackdown against indi-
viduals using phones while driv-
ing. The offenders are issued
challans according to traffic reg-
ulations to deter such behaviour
and promote responsible driving
habits,” said a senior police offi-
cer aware of the matter.

Last year, the number of peo-
ple penalised for using phones
was 6,369 till April 15. Officials
said this implies there has been a
surge of 149% in prosecution this
year within the first three-and-a-
half months.

According to traffic police sta-
tistics, the Punjabi Bagh traffic
circle topped the list of 10 circles
that reported the most number
of challans against people
caught using phones while driv-
ing this year. The circle reported
845 such challans and was fol-
lowed by the Tilak Nagar and the
Kalkaji traffic circles which
reported 810 and 797 challans,
respectively, against violators.

The Najafgarh traffic circle

15,846

offenders prosecuted for
using cellphone while
driving this year, till April
15, police said.

1497%

0

spike in number of such
incidents recorded in the
corresponding period last

year, asonly 6,369
offences were logged.

stood at the bottom of the list
with 507 such challans. The
other traffic circles between
Kalkaji and Najafgarh were Nan-
gloi (772), Karol Bagh (675),
Defence Colony (670), Sangam
Vihar (662), Dwarka (556), and
Safdarjung Enclave (522).

The officer quoted above said
that in recent months, the Delhi
Traffic Police observed a disturb-
ing surge in the use of phones
while driving,

Special commissioner of
police (traffic zone-1I) HGS Dhal-
iwal said that apart from crack-
ing down on violators, traffic
police conducted a detailed anal-
ysis.

“By highlighting the regions
with the highest frequency of
such traffic violations, the study
enables focused enforcement
actions to increase road safety.
Traffic police are actively engag-
ing in public awareness cam-
paigns to educate motorists
about the dangers of using
phones while driving,” he said.

Kaki’s dargah, Moti Masjid built
by another Mughal emperor
Bahadur Shah Zafar I, and then
Zafar Mahal,” said Liddle.

One-man army

To get to Zatar Mahal, one trav-
erses the tapered lanes of Meh-
rauli, anchored by houses
plugged one after the other. The
structure, located southwest of
Qutub Complex, appears out of
nowhere once you reach the
chauraha, and is flanked by
shops, a temple, and Kaki's dar-
gah.

Both Qutub Minar and Zafar
Mahal are ASI-protected monu-
ments - the former is a ticketed
monument, while the latter is
not — yet their upkeep differs
greatly. “"Residents lament that
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The structure is facing serious threat of vandalism, say experts.

little effort has been made to
restore the Mughal monument.
“Officials come and go. In case a
VIP visits, they spruce up the
area around it. Sometimes, they
put up a scaffolding and make it
look like work has been under-
taken. But I have not seen any
change in the appearance of the
monument... It continues to be
neglected,” said Om Prakash
Saluja, 77, who runs a shop next
to Zafar Mahal.

Aside from the urgent need
for conservation, an equally
acute problem that plagues its
rapidly eroding insides is van-
dalism. Once the summer pal-
ace of the last Mughal emperor,
itis now frequented by anti-so-
cial elements. This dissuades
the locals from visiting this her-

itage site right next to them.

A security guard, who asked
not to be identified, works here
from 10am to 5pm, and fights a
daily battle between protecting
himself and protecting the mon-
ument.

“Many people visit daily but
they are not here to look at the
monument. They do not listen
to me and climb the walls,
throw bottles and smoke beedi.
[ can only ask them not to. They
often come in groups. It is not
always easy to be assertive,” he
said.

Apart from those who take
refuge inside Zafar Mahal to
smoke, drink, and vandalise, the
palace is also a favourite with
social media content creators.
“These people come with their

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTOS

bandobast (camera and equip-
ment). I tell them they can do
photography here, but they
want to shoot an entire film. It is
in writing that such things can-
not be allowed without permis-
sion. But they think I am mak-
ing up rules and speak to me
rudely,” said the guard.

Once he leaves at 5pm, the
monument stands unguarded,
and locked up.

But a smaller door can be
maneuvered to create an open-
ing that would fit one person at
a time, allowing anyone to enter
at any time.

Liddle stressed that the prob-
lem especially surfaces when
such sites are surrounded by
living communities. “Instead of
looking at the population as a
problem, the people in the
neighbourhood can be made
custodians of the historical site.
This approach adds security.
Right now, the structure is
alienated from the neighbour-
hood it inhabits,” said Liddle.

For Saluja, the shopkeeper
next door, Zafar Mahal is home
to his childhood memories. He
arrived in Mehrauli in 1948
from Pakistan. "We spent a lot
of time inside Zafar Mahal... |
have grown old with it. When
our homes would get stuffy, we
would spend a breezy night on
its verandahs. Now we find it
unsafe. The wires are a recent
addition, but this monument
has been neglected for 25
years,” said Saluja.

Wrecked remains of the Jaguar sedan.

HTPHOTO

Luxury car rams

cab at Dhaula

Kuan, 3 injured

HT Correspondent

letters@ nindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A luxury car that
was being driven on the wrong
carriageway in Dhaula Kuan
rammed a cab head-on, grazed a
second car, and then hit the
divider before coming to a stop
early on Sunday morning, Delhi
Police officers said. The three
occupants of the Swift Dzire cab
were critically injured in the
incident, they said, adding that
the man driving the sedan has
been arrested.

Police identified the arrested
accused as Saurabh Pahwa, 23, a
third-year student at JIMS,
Rohini who was driving the Jag-
uar sedan. They said he was trav-
elling with a woman at the time
of the accident, but both fled the
spot. Pahwa was arrested later
on Sunday, but police said that
while the woman has been iden-
tified, no action will be taken
against her.

“We haven't taken legal action
against her since she was not
driving,” a police officer involved
in the probe said.

Police said Harjeet Singh, who
was driving the cab, was one of
the injured. They did not identify
his passengers who were also
hurtin the accident, but said that
all three are undergoing treat-
ment at the AIIMS trauma centre.

Giving details of the case,
police — quoting eyewitnesses —
said Pahwa was driving his Jag-
uar on the wrong carriageway at
Dhaula Kuan at around 4.50am
when he rammed head-on into
the cab. He then grazed a second
car — police did not release
details of this vehicle —and hit
the divider.

Dheeraj Gupta, an eyewitness
to the incident, said the two peo-
plein the Jaguar fled the spot.

“l was sleeping on the side of
the road when I heard a loud
noise and woke up. I saw that
two cars, which came from
opposite directions, collided
with each other. One of the cars
then hit the divider. There were
a man and a woman inside the
car... The three people inside the
cab were severely injured. We
immediately called the police,”
Gupta said.

Deputy commissioner of
police (southwest) Rohit Meena
said the Delhi Cantt police sta-
tion received a call about the
incident at around 4.55am.

“The call was about an acci-
dent of three vehicles and we
were told that three people were
left injured. An investigating offi-
cer was rushed to the spot and
he found that some people had
helped the injured people and
sent them to different hospitals,”
Meena said.

NGT: Share details of
rainwater harvesting

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has directed all
agencies concerned to share
details of rainwater harvesting
(RWH) systems in the city,
along with details of officials
appointed to maintain them.
The tribunal said despite the
previous orders issued in 2019
that said that no RWH should
be set up near stormwater
drains to avoid contamination,
the direction is not being fol-
lowed. The order also sought
the number of such structures

built near stormwater drains.
Inits order dated April 24, a
bench headed by NGT chairper-
son Justice Prakash Shrivastava
said fresh reports filed by the
Central Ground Water Author-
ity, Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, Delhi Pollution Control
Committee and Delhi Develop-
ment Authority “did not reflect
disclosure of any material and
relevant information” in
regards to RWH across the city,
seeking another report within
three weeks. HTC
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Consolidated Results

Total income

Profit before tax
Profit after tax

Share of profits of associates

1,222 106
1,554 1,307
2,731 1,568
2,716

1,553

Performance Highlights Q4 & FY24
All-time high consolidated annual profit

1.713
5,955
7493
7,267

(Z In Crore)

4,667
5,012
4,851

Standalone Results
Total income

Profit before tax
Profit after tax
Investments (at cost)
Investments (at market value)

1,258
1219 59
1,204 45
12,559 10,542
210,707 1.32,034

3176
3,021
2,896

12,559
210,707

(X In Crore)

1,937
VLTS
1.712
10,542
1.32,034

FINSERV
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Registered Office: C/o Bajaj Auto Limited Complex, Mumbai - Pune Road, Akurdi, Pune - 411 035
Corporate Office: 6th Floor, Bajaj Finserv Corporate Office, Off Pune - Ahmednagar Road, Viman Nagar, Pune - 411014

This is an abridged representation of the audited financial results of Q4 and FY24 and is not for the purpose of legal compliance.
As required by regulations, the results have been prepared as per Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS).
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HEATWAVE

M Mohapatra, director general,
IMD.

On Friday and Saturday,
many areas had recorded maxi-
mum temperatures that had
breached the 98th percentile
(2% chance that temperatures
will fall above this threshold for
that time period). These were
concentrated in Odisha and
West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh
and Kerala.

“Today, heatwave to severe
heatwave conditions prevailed
in many parts over Gangetic
West Bengal, in some parts over
Bihar and Odisha and in iso-
lated pockets over Rayalaseema,
and heatwave conditions in iso-
lated pockets over sub-Himala-
yan West Bengal, Konkan & Goa
and Telangana. Heat wave con-
ditions have been prevailing
over Odisha since 15th and over
Gangetic West Bengal since 17th
April,” said an IMD update.

Nandyal, in Rayalseema, was
the hottest location in the coun-
try on Sunday with a peak tem-
perature of 45.6°C, 4.6 degrees
above what is normal for this
time of the year, according to
IMD.

Of the 186 parliamentary con-
stituencies where the maximum
will average at least 35°C in the
days up to May 2, 136 will aver-
age a maximum of 40°C or
higher. In fact, 15 constituencies
are likely to average a maxi-
mum of 44-45°C from April 28
to May 2, HT's analysis of the
Global Forecast System (GFS) of
the US National Weather Ser-
vice data suggested.

Temperatures do not neces-
sarily need to surpass 40°Cto be
dangerous. The combination of
humidity with heat is worse for
human health since people cool
down by sweating. One way this
is measured is via wet-bulb tem-
perature, which reflects the
conditions someone will feel
outdoors — once this measure
passes 32°C, people are at
extreme risk of adverse health
effects. Another measure is the
heat index, which too accounts
for humidity in how the temper-
ature affects a person, but this

{ FROM PAGE 1 |

reflects conditions in shade.

According to IMD, many
parts of the east coast and the
peninsular south will record
heat index of 40-50 degrees C,
with some places even going up
to 60°C, as per heat index fore-
casts provided by IMD.

Heat index combines air tem-
perature and relative humidity
for the public to accordingly
take related precautions.

The weather agency there-
fore issued red alerts for Gang-
etic West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar
and Jharkhand, warning that
there is very high likelihood of
developing heat-related ill-
nesses in all ages. Extreme care
will be needed for vulnerable
people, it added.

In Telangana, Andhra Pra-
desh, Rayalseema and interior
Karnataka, the agency issued an
orange alert, which suggests
those with vulnerabilities due to
their age or other illnesses
should avoid heat exposure.

These locations have been
recording oppressive heat, with
the spell being unusually
warmer than usual. IMD data
showed the variation from nor-
mal at in at least nine locations
in Gangetic West Bengal to be
between 6 to 8.6 degrees higher.
Among these were Diamond
Harbour, Panagarh and Mid-
napore, which recorded close to
or over 43°C maximum temper-
atures.

[n the first two phases, there
has been a notable reduction in
the aggregate turnout, with
some regions recording big
drops. Election commission
officials on Sunday told HT that
the second phase recorded an
ageregate of 66.70%, which isa
drop from 69.6% recorded over-
all in 2019 elections, although
exactly the same as 66.7%
recorded in 2014.

Experts said that the spell of
heatwave will coincide with
electioneering and voting will
need careful consideration by
authorities and political par-
ties. “It is very necessary that
organisers of election cam-
paigns and voters, particularly
the elderly and those suffering

from chronic diseases, take all
precautions to keep themselves
safe when they expose them-
selves to high heat during cam-
paigns and while they go out to
cast their votes. Religiously
implementing the heatwave
Do’s and Don'ts advisories
issued by the authorities on
ground can make the biggest
democratic exercise of world
“heatwave safe”,” said Abhi-
yant Tiwari, lead at Climate
Resilience and Health, NRDC
India.

In the first phase, the turnout
was a little over 66%, compared
to 69.3% for the same seats
(excluding the six seats in
Assam and Jammu and Kash-
mir, where boundaries have
been redrawn in a delimitation
exercise) in 2019, with analysts
attributing the dip to reasons
that range from the weather to
voter apathy.

On Saturday, maximum tem-
peratures ranged from 42 to 45
degrees Celsius in some places
of Odisha, Gangetic West Ben-
gal, Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Rayalaseema and Telangana.
Temperatures reached 40 to 42
degrees in many parts of Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Inte-
rior Maharashtra, North Tamil
Nadu, Marathwada and eastern
Uttar Pradesh — 4 to 9 degrees
above normal in many parts of
Gangetic West Bengal and
northern Odisha.

In northern regions, some
rain and storms will continue.
Rainfall accompanied by thun-
derstorms, lightning and gusty
winds is likely to continue over
the Western Himalayan BRegion
and adjoining plains of North-
west India on April 29, the IMD
prediction said. Heavy rainfall
with isolated thunderstorms
and lightning is forecast over
northeast India through April
30, becoming heavy to very
heavy from May L

U'KHAND FOREST FIRES

Kumaon chief conservator of for-
est Prasanna Kumar Patro said.
The fire in the forests of Ladi-
yakata and Pines area on Nainital-
Bhowali road have been extin-
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Shri ANIL KUMAR GOEL
S/o Late Shri LALA RAM REKSHPAL JI GOEL

Your memories and love showered
on us will always remind your
presence in our Hearts.

May your Soul rest in peace.

You will remain in our heart forever.

——— ! Fondly Remembered by all Goel Family and Staff of :-
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Shri Rajendra Kumar Arora
Chairman, Abilities India Pistons & Rings Ltd.
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Fondly remembered by:
Pushpa Arora (Wife)
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We miss you every
moment in our life, your
presence continues to
surround us, in our hearts,
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Deeply Loved & missed by:
Husband:
Joginder Nath Oberoi
Children:
Pankaj & Shalini Oberoi
Anita & Rajeev Trehan,
Vinita & Ravi Grover
Grand Chiidren:
Shinky & Karishma,
Kaveri & Lavanya, ©
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Resi.: 18 C, Shri Ram Road, Civil Lines, Delhi

guished with the help of the IAF
helicopter that was deployed on
Saturday, he said.

After the forest fire in Nainital
reached dangerously close to the
High Court Colony and the Air
Force base containing sensitive
equipment on Friday, an IAF heli-
copter was called in to help quell
the flames. Following a review of
the situation late on Saturday
night, chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said that the fire in
Nainital is gradually being
brought under control.

“We have taken forest fireasa
challenge. [ have instructed con-
cerned officials to take all possible
steps to control the incidents of
forest fires. I have instructed DM
and other officials to work in
coordination, active fire stations
and take assistance from the local
community,” he said.

Patro said efforts are on to
extinguish the flames at other pla-
ces and they will be brought
under control soon. He attributed
the recent spike in forest fire inci-
dents in Kumaon to increased
dryness due to heat wave in the
lower areas of Champawat and
Nainital districts of Uttarakhand
bordering Nepal. The official for-
est fire season starts on February
15 and ends on June 15. Experts
have attributed this year's alarm-
ing spike to an exceptionally dry
winter, followed by below normal
spring rain.

“One of the main reasons for
this is the major deficiency in
winter rain or snow this year.
Himalayas have faced a dry spell
September onwards and that has
not been compensated,” Shekhar
Pathak, historian and academic
specialising in Uttarakhand's peo-
ple’s movements, told HT on Sat-
urday.

Data HT analysed from Nasa’s
Fire Information for Resource
Management System (FIRMS)
showed that the number of fires
detected between Aprill and 27 is
127% higher than the average
number of blazes seen between
2012 and 2021. Meanwhile, efforts
were stepped up to extinguish
ongoing forest fires and prevent
fresh incidents in the worst-af-
fected areas of Nainital, Haldwani
and Ramnagar forest divisions,
forest officials said.

The flames have already been
doused in many areas, including
Marora and Khanana civil areas
in Maniknath range of the Naren-
dranagar forest division, they
said. Apart from the IAF helicop-
ter and Army personnel, Prantiya
Rakshak Dal volunteers and
homeguard personnel have also
been roped in to helpin the fire-
fighting operations, Kumaon
commissioner Deepak Rawat
said.

Additional government vehi-
cles, two each for the three forest
divisions, have been provided to
rush firefighting teams to the
affected areas, Rawat said. Help
from locals with the involvement
of forest panchayat officials is also
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On the season’s roller wali ice-cream

Sniff it, this strange vision in pink. The
cool intense fragrances rushing out of it
hint to apple and mango and possibly
kiwi. This is actually fresh ice, infused
with milk and with the flavours of many fruits. This
mouth-watering treat is wrapped around a long cyl-
indrical roller; much of this ice formed only min-
utes ago due to the continual rotation of the roller.

Roller wali ice-cream is rare; popping up ran-
domly in the city, and only in the peak summer
weeks. It was once sighted in Okhla, once on Mat-
hura Road, and last year, a rare roller wali ice-
cream cart was parked in Gurugram's Sadar
Bazar, near the picturesque Muneem Street.

A roller wali ice-cream cart ideally needs two
people for smooth operations, and this cart, here
in Old Delhi, is being manned by Shahrukh and
his younger brother Aamir. The proof of their ice-
cream’s fruity freshness is piled up in a plastic
tray. A bunch of whole melons, apples, bananas
and a few of the season’s first mangoes are mutely
waiting for their turn to be peeled, chopped and
pulped for the ice-cream. Indeed, the smaller tray
is heaped up with the peels of these fruit.

On getting an order, Shahrukh’s nimble hands
turn to the machine. Aamir is anyway spinning
the machine’s handle non-stop to keep its roller

Summer’s rare treat

running, so that the milk-soaked ice coated

around the roller stays icy.

Unlike the industrial butterscotch crunch, nut-
ty-buddy and chocolate chip of most ice-cream
carts. this machine produces its ice-creamright in
front of the customer’s ravenous gaze. Shahrukh
picks up a small bowl filled with fruit pulp, and
tilts it over the rotating roller. A thin stream of the
colourful pulp sluggishly falls on the roller, at
once freezing on the roller’s milky ice.

As Aamir continues to rotate the handle, Shah-
rukh next picks up the other bowl filled with
chopped fruit. He brings it right under the rotat-
ing roller, where he keeps it still. Some of the fruit
pieces in the bowl get stuck to the roller’s pulpy
sticky ice. Moments later, Shahrukh picks a knife,
scraping out a thick layer of ice from the roller.
The ice-cream is served. Its biting freshness jolts

the senses.

The brothers are from Etawah, living tempo-
rally in east Delhi’s Rani Garden. They come to
the Capital every summer and hawk the roller
wali ice-cream along the city's lanes. Tonight they
are in Jama Masjid's Motor Market, their back
turned towards the illuminated mosque. With the
monsoon’s first rain, the brothers will return to
their village to take care of their agricultural land,

again becoming farmers.

Now two customers arrive on a scooter—see

photo.
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being taken as they are the first
responders to forest fires, he
added. Theleaves of forest depart-
ment officials have been can-
celled until the fire situation is
completely brought under con-
trol. They will be considered only
in case of medical emergencies,
Dhami said.

According to the Indian Air
Force, a Mi-17 V5 helicopter has
been deployed in Nainital and
surrounding areas to douse the
flames. It is collecting water from
the Bhimtal lake in a Bambi
bucket, which has a capacity of
5,000 litres, and pouring it over
the burning forests. Nishant

Verma, additional principal chief
conservator of forests and state
nodal officer for forest fires, said
that there was no cause for alarm.

"We are taking stern action
against ‘anti-social elements’ who
are intentionally starting fires in
the forests. We have registered
196 cases so far this year in such

cases,” he said.

“Of the total 196 cases regis-
tered so far, 29 individuals have
been named in 23 cases, and we
are continuing our efforts to iden-
tify the rest of the unidentified
suspects in the rest of the cases,”
he said.

(With agency inputs)
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.P. Chaudhary
Uthiate & Prayev Meet™

Please join us to pay tribute to a beloved husband,
father & grandfather MONDAY, APRIL 29", 4-5 PM

Chinmaya Mission Delhi, Lodhi Estate New Delhi

Forever in our Hearts

Susheel Choudhry (Wife)
Seema & Dinesh Chawla ( Daughter & son in law)
Shalini & Amit Ahuja ( Daughter & Son in law)
Aarti & Rahul Sehgal ( Daughter & Son in law)
Simran & Sarthak Chawla ( Grandchildren)
Dipika & Anish Ahuja ( Grandchildren)

Vanshika, Shivane, Saira &’ Adhiraj ( Grandchildren)
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