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sketches, visions, allegories, fantasies - written by Turgenieff duri
:]‘.I& last-years of his life. Between 1878 and 1882 he cumpu::dng
:;rge number ?fsuch pieces, and in the latter year made a su!nuﬁu:
of fifty to be given to the public. There he sent to M Stassyulevitch

;iu ;:!- uf’ghe European Massenger (*Vyestnik Evropy™), a high-class
1an journal, and they appeared in the number for December
1882. They form the basis of the present work.'* ,

E@t&m#mﬁwﬁﬁmmmmﬁaﬁm
mﬁmmw&waﬁm’mﬁ%ﬁmn?:;

ﬁmmwwmﬁﬁmmaﬁ

s T/

;ﬁmw%!iwmmmﬁm
e wrifm gmﬁﬁmaﬁﬁﬁw
_ TuiFics TARAR A - *Senilia’ - ©
ntlc_ given by Turgenieff to his nnntribj:?cnﬁﬁﬁme ;?;Zg;r lti:i

Senilia;
i ii:;iﬂi:ht;:ﬂtmh;r him'# no formal title to the work, but the envelope
- bore the supercription - “Senilia’) but the editor,
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n *
w‘:ﬂmﬂm o no trace of the fubleness
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of old age, published them under a title used by the author as a
description of them in a letter accompanying the Ms. namely, ‘Poems
in Prose’. Under this title also they were published in German by
Wilhelm Lange, the accomplished interpreter of Russian Literature
for Germany, and thence for the world at large. Herr Lange thinks he
selected the title Senilia out of modesty, - and this may well be, for
TurgeniefT invariably displays the modesty of the true artist, and
was indeed, rather disposed to under value his contributions to the

literature of his country.”*
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Who may live to gras
Somewhat of That which for us
is yet sight, not touch,
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“A visit - “I sat at the open window........ early, very early moming
of the first of May.

The horizon was not yet red with the glow of moring, but it
had already become pale, and the dark, mild night was passing into
the child hour of dawn.” (p 72)
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*A visit” - Suddenly, with a slight rustling sound, a large bird

flew through the open window into the room.” (p. 72)
“I trembled and looked. ... .. It was not bird, It, was a small

winged female figure in a close-fitting, long, flowing robe.” (p.73)
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R The Lost joy, 2. The Hunter, 3. The Gardens of plessure. 4. In a Far-off world, 5, Three
Drama in 4 Desert, 3, A Drama of wikd Dream of wild Gees, 7. In a Ruined Chapel, 8. Life’s
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PSR e old Woman' A gy e e Wl | “The

e SOME One was following
Want of me? Apt thou a beggar?
Woman answered not” .. (p. 1 1)
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“The OId Woman® .« 4, 'at LI ey (72 @)
the s.«:.;..- bl:ck SPOt; Now i 0::’;'{' S¢€ before me in the distance
“ Took royng » 1t Crups owards me :
""" : € hag regards me fixedly:
SSmouth..... No. escape”
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“Which is the Richer’- “When in my hearing rich Rothschild is

praised - who gives away thousands form his huge income, where by
children are educated, the sick healed, and old people taken care of,

- I am touched, and praised such deeds.” (p. 90)
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‘The last Good-bye' - “Once we are close friends ...........

But there came an unhappy moment - and we parted as enemies.

Many years clapsed.......... Then 1 was passing through the town

he lived in. 1 heard that he lay hopelessly ill, and that he wished to
see me,

I went, [ entered his chamber, our eyes met.” (p. 70)
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o Ti:: Begear’ - “ T was walking along the street, A Beggar, a
mz ;:cmm::ni st;;:ped me. Inflamed, Walery eyes, blue lips, rags
s r b i .
il f h';-'m: ©s - Oh, how terribly had want gnawed that
He held uut: to me his swollen, red, dirty hand. He gnawed uﬁd
begged for help in the usual style.” (p. 21)
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A Dialogue’ - “The jiohe
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Acomplete chain of steep, B
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rocky precipices. . 1n the very heart
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we think almost ey, da How empyy and flat and worthless
traces that it leaves bekipar
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And yet man wishes to live; he clings to life; upon that, upon
himself, and upon the future he builds all his hopes! Oh, how much

* happiness he expects from the future!” (p. 125)
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“The old man’ - “Gloomy heavy days have begun Thine own

sufferings, the trobubles of loved ones, the coldness and darkness of
old age. Everything that thine héart has clung to, everything to which

thou hast been devoted, passes away and disappeares.” (p. 91)
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»he cried with a certain

ag
audacity; and the lovely eyes, still glistening with tears, smiled -
defiant and happy.” (p. 65-56)
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A T s iRoba e GralFies ‘The Alms® A w2
FRSIEA T G | “The Alms’ - “In the Neighbourhood of a great
city, en the broad high road, walked a sick old man.

He tottered in his gait, his fleshless feet moved with difficulty
and uncertainty, stumbled and shuffled as if they did not belong to
him; his elothing hung down in rags; his uncovered head had fallen
on his breast.

His strength was totally exhausted.

He sat down on a stone by the wayside, bent forward, rested his
elbows on his knees, and covered his face with both hands, - tears
fell through the bent fingers on the dry. grey dust.

He was thinking of the past.” (p. 77)
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‘A Block head” - “There was once a blockhead™

For a long time he lived happy and contended , till at last the
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“The Sparrow® - “ | was coming back from shooting, and was
passing, along a parden-walk. My dog was running before me,

Suddenly he began to move slowly and then to crup along as if he
scented game.” (p. 54)
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Spirit more vast than thine, jrame more attend

To beauty, wasting there surpassing powers

In the deaf air, to the blind earth.
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BLi© € “The Dog' (4% weam ' TSR T | ‘The Dog’ -
“We two sit in the room together - my dog and 1. Out side roars a
violent storm.

The dog sits close to me. He looks straight into my eyes, - and
I loak straight into his eyes.

I uderstand that at this moment the same feeling possesses him
and me - that not the slightest difference exists between us. We are

being of like kind. In each of us shines and glows the same trembling
spark.” (p 16)

“No: It is not a beast and a man that exchange those looks.” (p.
17)
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‘Nature” - “ | dreamit, I was in a great subterranean hall with
high vaulted roof. It was quite filled with a uniform, subterranean
light.” (p. 127)
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sweet rich scent arose; and she gathered her hands full of flowers.
Then Duty, with his white, clear features, came and looked at her.
Then she ceased from gathering, but she walked away among the
flowers, smiling, and with her hands full.” (p - 46)

But he followed her.” (p. 47)
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*The Hunter' - “Who are you? asked the hunter.

‘1 am wisdom’, answered the old man; but some men called
me knowledge?

weereene. And the hunter cried -

‘Oh, you who have lived here so long, tell me, what is that
great wild bird I have seen sailing in the blue? They would have me

believe she is a dream; the shadow of my own head?
The old man smiled.

*Her name is Truth.” (p. 21)
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near relations and acquaintances.” (p. 102)
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HEAH 1% 9% f0E iE 5rsiea “Friend and foe’ & SIGTe A<
W% | ‘Friend and Foe® - “A man condemmed to perpetual

imprisonment had escaped, and sought safety in precipitale fight”

The pursuers were at his heels.
He ran with all his might. - The distance between him and them

become every moment greater.
But suddenly he sees before him a river with steep banks a

river, narrow but deep and he can not swim:
A thin, half - rotten plank spans the stream. The fugitive had

already placed his foot upon it... Now, bychance there stood on the
river - bank his best friend and his bitterest foe.

His enemy did not say a word.” (p. 111)
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was dead. But the artist painted on. Always the work got redder and
redder; and the artist grew whiter and whiter.” (p. 102)
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“The Artist’s Secret” - “At last one day they found him dead
before his picture, and they took him up to bury him.

And when they undressed him to put his grave clothes on him,
they found above his left breast the mark of a wound it was an old,

old wound.” (p. 102)
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“The end of the world” - “I dream | was in some remote comner
of Russia, in a lonely cottage.

Large and low is the three windowed room, the walls are
whitewashed; all furniture is wanting. Before the house stretches far
into the distance a bare, gently sloping plain. Like a great linen cloth,
a monotonous grey sky hangs over it.

I am not alone. Some ten men are in the room, all of them
ordinary people, simply clad. In silence, with gliding steps, they walk
up and down. They make way for one another. But as they pass, their
anxious eyes meet continually.” (p. 30)
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‘Life’s Gifis® - “I saw a woman sleeping In her sleeps she dreamt
life stoad before her, and held in each hand a gift-in the one love, in
the other freedom. And she said to the woman, ‘choose’! And the
woman waited long and she said, “freedom’ :

And life said, ‘thou hast well choosen. If you hadst said, ‘love,
I would have given thee that thou didst ask for; and 1 would have

gone from thee, and retumed to thee no more. Now the day will
come when [ shall return. In that day 1 shall bear both gifts in one

hand.” (p. 99-100)
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