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‘Dreaming when Dawn'’s Left hand was in the sky
| heard the voice within the Tavern cry,
‘Awake, my little ones, and fill the cup
Before life’s liquor in its cup be dry".
(Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, P. 67)
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'‘Oh, come with old Khayyam, and leave the wise
Ta tali one thing is cerain, that life flles,
One thing s cerain, and he Rost is lies,
The fower that once has blown for ever dies,' (P. 72)
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*Oh throats of Hell and Hopes of Paradise;
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One thing i cartain and the rest Is Lies;
The fiower that onca bigwm for ever dies (F. a8 & 123)
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Then to the rolling Heavn itself | cried,
Asking, What Lamp had Destiny o guide,
Her littie children stumbling in the Dark
And-' A blind Understanding... Heav'n replied (P. 73)
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Then of the thee in Me who works behind
The Veil of Universe | cried fo find
A Lamp to guids me though the Darkness; and
Something then Said-' An Understanding biind.” (P 92)
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Gandhi Re-Visited : A Study of Anita Desai's
Where Shall We Go This Summer?

Dr. Manjaree Sharma
Associate Professor and
HOD, Deptt of English
Dispur College

Mahatma Gandhi was the single most important figure in
the Indian nationalist struggle against British colonial rule. His

. distinctive brand of civil protest Satyagraha as well as his creed

of non-violence enabled him to play akey role in the three great
mass Movements in India's struggle for fl'BﬂE‘ﬂDﬂ“l - the Non-
Cooperation movement (1920-22), the Civil Disobedience
Movemnent (1931-32) and the Quit India Movement (1942).
However the attainment of independence did not represent
the fulfillment of Gandhi's goals as it was marred by the partition
of the sub continent into India and Pakistan and the communal
strife between Hindus and Muslims that followed in its wake.
Both these two events deeply affected Gandhi. In a prayer
speech of 12 September 1947, Gandhi's pain at the outbreak
of communal violence becomes evident : "Ang?r breeds
revenge and. the spirit of revenge is today mspuqslbie for all
the Horrible happenings here and elsewhere. | implore you all
insane actions at once.™
i BtE:ian thirty years after India gained independence,
Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister, declared a state of
Emergency and imposed martial law upon the nuunw Acc:mad
and convicted of electoral fraud in 1975, Indira Gandhi's
response was to iail thousands of her opponents - even those

"
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father, a well known political leader of pre-independence India,
by an admirer.

However, immediately on arrival, Sita realises that the
magic is no longer there. The old house is in shambles and
there is no food available. What greets her instead is "a waslte
of ashes. Ashes, white and waste" (28).

Sita then, slowly begins to relive the past. It is in Sita's
confrontation with and analysis of the true nature of her past
that the reader finds the nation's re-appraisal of the pasttoo. In
the words of Charmazel Dudt, "The author has succeeded in
enlarging the function of the traditional psychological novel to
include not merely an individual's struggle with his past but
also a nation's conflict with its history." -

It is in the figure of the father “"barefoot, bareheaded,
dressed in homespun” (75) that Anita Desai offers her
perspective on Gandhi as well as the Gandhian way of life.

Innumerable details suggest the father to be the Father of the
Nation himself. He is referred to as the "Second Gandhi" (86).
The experiment that he chose to conduct by putting his "social
theories into practice” (60) is "unique great and Gandhian." (87)

This suggests a paraliel with Gandhi who had also founded
the Satyagraha Ashram at Sabarmati. It was here that " rooted
in the soil and sand and people of India, Gandhi grew to full
stature as the leader of his nation.™

The father is shown as reclining on a straw mat "still weak
after an incredibly long fast in the cause of freedom.” (60). This
is again another reference to Gandhi. Commenting on the fast

that had been undertaken by Gandhi, Bhikhu Parekh says :
"Gandhi had no doubt
whatever that his fasts were
not hunger strikes, nor forms of
moral or emotional blackmail ...
S
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but forms of self secrifice and

represented a perfectly moral
method of action ... The fast was
an act of self imposed suffering
designed both to purify oneself and

1o energize the consei
“addressed by it nsciences of those

¥ educated, the - 'the more intelligent.
with him il t sober and austere” (91) - who
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(91) while "professional politicians”

With
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her liveg
the originars N9 the poor and acquires 2
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young woman. Rajmoh2”

Was one m“"dhi : "Physically touchin?

Contacy Trye . Candhi's trait ... he gave
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fathe i
ot g % 1 o s 1ok
agreat deg| he "Home of th his theories and transfo"™
h‘t“‘%m “me Soup (61). He not only pra
o be "miracye %'t::: "ty devotions (66) as W'
40 Cures® [59}. umamfﬁk i
Inthe same were cons dni
Way, a"Dector” Gar'

spent much time teaching the villagers in Sevagram, the use
of "steam inhalations, mud packs, wet sheets and enemas."

Sita relives the life which they had led "inside jails, in
crowded assembles, in mobs, in slums, tenements ... known
all the tensions of political life ... austerity and fear" (63). She
had watched the masses of the independence movement,
listened to endless speeches on ‘Swaraj'. She belonged "to
this whole society that existed at that particular pointin history...”
(85).

Living in Manori, Sita saw the island as a piece of magic.
It took her some time to notice that this 'magic’ too, "cast
shadows”, (63). For Manori, was a "ereation, a construction of
the father's that they were part of an experiment he was
making" (64). For instance, when it was suggested that he have
water piped up to the house on the hill, he brushed it away
saying, " | can prove that machinery is not essentfial to civilization
... for Indian civilization, | think it is fatal Gandhi taught us that”
(67). This is also reminiscent of Gandhi's trenchant critique of
modern civilization” in Hind Swaraf*.

The father decides to dig 2 well instead. The ‘awful taste’
of the water is ecstatically declared sweet' and the well 'blessed’
by the vilage folk. Anita Desal, is here critical of the "vulnerability
of the Indian population” which tends to be "awed and
sometimes as a consequence, constricted by its leaders"."

Reviewing the father from the present, Sita sees how in
time. "he was the legend but whether he began it by plan and
deliberation or acquired it by force of pressure from the simple
people around him, remained a matter for debate" (71). Sita
conseguently makes an important realization.

"self sacrifice and service
place power in a man's hand,
ennoble and enlarge a human
B
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not sufficently felt, or seen or understood." Gandhi has also
been a popular metaphor” for innocence, ingenuity or courage”
yet, simultaneously, "this metaphor for innocence was an
exceedingly shrewd tactician and strategist.""

After Sita's return to Bombay and consequent marriage
to Raman, she gradually feels the reality of the situation around
her to be "insufferable”. It is then that she once again thinks of
the 'magical' island. This reality happens to be one where 'the
dream of independence’ was sheltered by the 'stupefying
bloodshed and violence of partition”. India having "taken one
step forward into civilization... NOW reeled a dozen steps
backward into barbarity" (81-92). Articles about the "perfidy of
Pakistan, the virtuousness of our own India" (55) are one of
the factors that makes Sita feel thatin giving birth to the child
"safely contained in her", she would be "releasing it in a violent,
pain wracked blood bath" (56) Sita therefore, sees the act of
separation at child birth "as a reflection of the violent division of
Pakistan and India: In avoiding child birth then, she thinks she
can somehow avoid the pain of history”.™

The novel was published in the year when the powers of
democracy were wielded by a single authority. Although the
novel makes no explicit mention of the Emergency, there are
quite a few indirect references - "he rift and dissensions inthe
family .. since there was no father to hold them together" (20),
"the overpowering power 10 destroy" (46), and the ordinary world
"grew stiff ... petrified ... the streets and walls ceased to offer
security or safety but implied threats of murder” (100). Itis also
this reality that prompts her 10 99 back to Manori where a
\wizard' had cast such an illusion (100).

In the context of the nation's history, "the period of 1846 to
1977 represented movement away from a Gandhian ideal ...
one would have to enter the dark realms of totalitariamsim to

]



find a position less Gandhian than
removed during the Emergency',

Raj was being replaced by an Ingj
Murphy :

" In other words, the British
an Raj, In the words of Stephen

For Gandhi the attaining of
palitical independence from
Britain ... was only one aspect of
«- anurgently needed far
reaf.:hlng transformation of Indian
Society... from the beginning, he
Was trying ... to tran sform lﬁl:llia
from within ___ he was alsg
aware that the India he wished
:nbnng about might have to be
ought for non Violenity aganist

the Indian g
overn
Rudran gshu Mukh erjes Koy

archetypal spngmmﬂf“E:lﬂtﬂ Out how even Nehru "the
his loyalty to Gandhj Nation state could admit, despit®

thatthe deas of Hindu Swaraj rep;asented
doctrine ang impossible of

Thus, by plagi
a post Indepema:;ha father, hig

S S e e
: Y;FT in post indepenﬁgﬂce E‘:kab“w"“ of the Gandhia"
e thee e e of know i -
— 2 miﬁa'tha "island iflusion”
PPraises Gapq:. ion" (101). Anita Des?
context of the nafign or <. 1aN \10%). Anita

. i alsin that particular pﬂ“ﬁcal
sbeagg Ive tools of '"‘_’E'that these ideals whic"
ey € losing relevan 28ainst colonisation,

Uchvacillation
8 + Sita

"aly opts to return b2

that to which India had been

to Bombay concluding that life had no periods, no stretches. It
simply swirled around, muddling and confusing, leading
nowhere" (155). .

Sita's vacillation and confusion is suggestive of the
“nation's search for direction"*. Given the undamncrati{:.
turbulent political situation and the lack of effective leadership,
the nation had once again regressed into barbarity. This time
however, there seemed to be noway out of either this barbarity
or uncertainty.
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