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“Felicitous step for indigenous people

Dr Navajyoti Borah, Bishaldeep Kakati,

7 he United Nations Perma-
nent Forum on Indigenous
Issues (UNPFII)in its very
. firstsession, requested the
United Nations to prepare areport
on the stafe of the world’s indige-
nous people (SOWIP). The SOW-
IP’s first publication, which was
{ -published in 2021, revealed certain
alarming data on the state of the
indigenous people — poverty, health,
education, employment, human
rights, environment, etc. On Sep-
tember 2007 the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations adopted
the Declaration on the: Rights of

Indigenous People. The UNDRIP

(United Nations Declaration on
Rights of the Indigenous People)
basically contains provisions that
indigenous people and communi-
ties can use to protect and preserve
their rights and heritage and 146
countries have adopted the decla-
ration and also given a commitment
to respect the provisions init.
The indigenous culture of India
carries within itselfan amalgamation
of integration, unification as well as
synthesisation of socio-cultural dem-
onstrations belonging to the Mon-
goloids, the Negritos, the Austral-
oids and the Nordics. In case of As-
sam, its culture is actually aresult of
the continuous exchange of ideas and
practices between the Indo-Aryans
and the tribals. But with the advent
of globalisation as well as with the
inflow of intra-nation and inter-na-
tion cultural migration, there hasbeen
an adverse effect on the ethnicity of
the region. The direct outcome of
this is the loss of many ethnic prac-
tices ranging from festivals to cus-
toms to food habits as well as dress-

‘basic facets and as such, to

ing and living standards.

Although Assam has many tribes,
the major tribes include predomi-
nantly Bodo, Karbi, Missing, Sonow-
al-Kachari, Deori, Rabha, Dimasa,
Tiwa, Tai-phake, Singpho, Kuki,
Khelma and the tea tribes. Each tribe
is unique in its own ways and there-
fore it is important to know their

Bagmita Borthakur

Dimasa tribe basically lives on riv-
erbanks and Bushu is theirmost im-
portant festival. The Tiwas speak the
Tibeto-Burman language, butama-
jority of the tribe speak Assamese
as their mother tongue. People of
the Tiwa tribe are associated with
‘Gobha’, and relevance of the Gobha
king can still be found in contempo-
)

preserve and protect their
cultural heritage. Although
the Bodos and Karbis basi-
cally depend on agriculture
as their primary means of
occupation, the seasonal
festivals of the Bodos in-
clude Baisagu, Domashi
and Katrigacha alongside
the religious festival Khe-
rai, while the main festivals
of the Karbisinclude Rong-
ker and Hacha Kekan. The
Misings are another major
tribe of Assam who are ba-
sically dependent on agri-
culture. Mising women are known
for their weaving skills and they cel-
ebrate festivals like Ali-Ai-Ligang
and Porag. The Sonowal Kacharis
have a common belief that Nature is
still alive with invisible forces, dei-

* ties and spirits and the tribe cele-

brates the three Bihus —Magh (Bho-
gali) Bihu, Bohag (Rongali) Bihu and
Kati Bihu with great fun and gaiety,
The Deoris on the other hand, speak
a Tibeto-Burman language, also
known as Deori'and they celebrate
festivals like Lbaku Bisu, Magiyo
Bisu apd Joydam. Dance and music
are animportant part of the lifestyle
of the Rabhas and most of the rituals

that they perform are accompanied

by dance to please the deity. THe

_...understanding the importance of
preserving and promoting the rich
cultural identity of Assam, Chief .
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma had g
dialogue with representatives of thirty.
tribal communities in March 2021 ang
expressed his desire to introduce 2

- specific department known as
Indigenous and Tribal Faith and
Culture Department for promoting ang
preserving the tribal history and
heritage. ‘

rary times in the formof afair which

is still celebrated as Junbeel Mela.
The Kukis are basically Tibeto-Bur-
man people spread out throughout
the north-eastern states of Indiaand
animportant event in the history of
the Kuki tribe was the acceptance of
Christianity that was basically influ-
enced by the missionaries, The tea
tribes are also among the prominent
tribes of Assam and they are also
known as Adivasi. They have dance
forms like Jhumur, Santhali, Chhau,
Karam and Sambalpuria.

Assam has always shown im-
mense respect and reverence to al
the cultural practices and customs ¢
the tribes. Unfortunately the dent-
zens of Assam in contemporary
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times have been either deliberately
forted or have been willingly influ-
ented by the inflow of a western cul-
tureto move astray from their prac-
ticgofrespecting cultures and tradi-
tions of dlifferent tribes. For instance,
thefumous Chandubi Festival which
1S Teparded as a means to celebrate
therich tribal ethnicity has some-
where down the line lostits essence
withthe introduction of western cul-
ture in the form of food
items. Similarly, while
Assam is known for its
indigenous celebration of
Holi commonly known as
Doul Utsav, the Indian-
ised version of La-Toma-
tina and the rain dance
have affected the tradi-
tional practices of Holi
celebrations to a great
extent. The tribes of As-
sam are also unigue in
their dressing styles and
the westernised form of
whardrobe changes that
© W% our people-have em-
bréCeq pag also adversely impacted
the tagitional attire of the tribes.
Yegion can thrive in the longer
Hits distinctive dialects, culture;
tons, customs and practices
a1 Preseryed as well as promoted:
gios ance the longevity of are-
% Safeethno diversity, it is pl\{Otﬂl
from w}glﬁlard the tribal aspt;aUOQS
fied ¢y tlch the br_‘anches of diverst-,
’]‘heref():ral heritage s_trength_eﬂ-
portance €, understanding the 1"
ing the dﬁflpfesemr}g and promot-
sam, ChiefN;-u Itural identity of As-
Sarimg haq ister Himanta Biswa
sentatiye af dla_IOgue_ with repre-
nitiesin Ma?— thirty tribal commu-
hisdesire ' ¢h 2021 and expressed
Introduce a specific de-

i & -~

partment known as Indigenous and
Tribal Faith and Culture Department
for promoting and preserving the
tribal history and heritage. Accord-
ingly, after the Cabinet's approval,
the Governor of Assam on July 30,
2021 directed the introduction of a
new administrative department
known as the Indigenous and Tribal
Faith and Culture Department with
immediate effect and thus, Assam
became the second state in the NE
taintroduce sucha department.
This felicitous step of the govern-
ment definitely needs tobe appreci-
ated, butin order toachieve the goals
the CM has set, the department
needs to take certain prudent steps.
First it needs to bridge the gap be-

‘tween the age-old traditions and cus-

toms of Assam and the interest. of
the younger generation towards
them and then take forward the
State’s unique culture and tradition
to the global level. For doing so, the
department should focus on recruit-
ing an adequate number of research-
ers to extensively carry out studies
on different tribes of the State. Once
the extensive research is completed
the department should focus on pro-
moting the unique research details
of each tribe through various semi-
nars, exhibitions, practices, etc. But
the greatest danger that the tribal
identity of Assam faces is the domi-
nation by western influence and that
is something the department should
administratively handle. The depart-
ment should also engagein talks with
representatives of all tribes and try
to inculcate among them the sense
of belonging alongside the other
dwellers. This can uplift the very pur-
pose of establishing the department
andcan solve the age-old problem of
‘the web of tribal indifference-



W <UISH<P ;}y i LU RS L5 1B AR L s St A RIS s e
frer SRS g
e M @it =

offefia Ao o, _
et 20 AR 8 .. i
g sifEmIEc ;
At faigals
T R Aot s G L (A
SGFYAIE! CTB1eE
i AR U9
Scr | TRIRWIETI
ik M e (oSl
Za13 e @3 GBI . 't
o eI g e
<7 | RIS AT 4 TR GO Ficotq Frd #ifp
oz | RIROEELTS el () 79 T (R AE TR
Gl e AT TRgYfe, s o AT O
@mmm@@mmﬁmﬁ}ﬁmmcwaﬁi
e @B UE IR Swy @ Ree T oo e
R dPTeE (LS, TN T JqR @RS ACEABAS
77 o SivE-eve FREE | (S 9 ACETHAIN HIRCS
Wﬁf\ﬂﬁﬁ@w CATIBTerE, 2SI AICH! TRl =
O el (o Ty T Yot o rdmrt  \
a0 I I W T ARTHIR e 9
WWWWW@WWWWIWﬁﬁm
Frgora I TIEe sfcel vl WioEd feds «ft iAol
ﬁﬁmquﬁewwm@mmrﬁmﬁmﬁﬂm

o g, e O fe R divee wielTe e

ey gfew 29T E|

S L DA BAT L G

] R . gy

el M



B = o T

)|

worry for Dispur College

Several issues need authorltles attentlon. Pr1nc1pal

ABINASH KALITA

GUWAHATI, July 24: The
settlements in the vicinity of
D1spur College and the una-

bated trespassing of outsid-
ers through its entry and exit
gates have been a major
worry for the institution
which has gone unaddressed
for years.

There are four house-
holds in the hill behind
Dispur College. The resi-

dents have only one entry

and exit point which is
through the main entrance

. of Dispur College. ;
~ “We are not able to con-.
trol trespassing even though

the college authority has
tried several times. Security
issue is one of the major con-
cerns for us,” said Navajyoti
Borah, principal of Dispur

‘College. -

“They are résiding in the
area covering one bigha of
land belonging to the State
government for many years.
The issue has been intimated

to the authority concerned -

but till date we have not seen
any steps in this connection,”
he added.

He further said that dur-
ing the recent incessant rains,

alandslide occurredin the hill

and somehow luckily a house
survived from the collapse.
“People were provided shel-
ter in the institution for two
to three days,” he said.

Due to the encroachment
and trespassing, the college
authority has not been able
to seal the boundary of the
college.

There are 2,500 students
studying in Dispur College.

An employee of the college
who did not want to be

_ quoted said that the placeisa

hotbed of petty crimes.
“Untoward incidents like

ﬁstﬁghts have occurredinside
the campus many times, es-
pecially at night. Alcoholic

people roam around the cam-

pus late at night,” the em-
ployee said.

Principal Borah said, “We
admitted many people in the
hospitals several times who
were foundin inebriated con-
ditions inside the college dur-
ing college hours. We should

‘be vigilant all the time.”

Moreover, the college is
also facing health and hygiene
issues due toillegal parking,
unauthorized street vendors
and the public urinal near the
main gate of the college.

“The students of the col-
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Unabated trespassing remams a

lege and passersby are fac-
ing hardships due to the foul
smell emanating from the
public urinal set up without
giving much thought about
the people in the surround- °
ings concerned. The matter

has been taken up with the"
GMC several times but no

action has been initiated yet.

We already have a public toi-

let under the Ganeshguri

flyover. There is no need for

a urinal near the college,”

Borah rued.

Borah further pointed out
that the college does not have
any playground for the stu-
dents.

“The playground near the
college belongs to Gopal

Bodo HS School. We wrote . -

to the government for mu-
tual usage of the ground. The
college can alsoimprove the
condition of the ground if it
will be allowed to use the
same,” he said.

“As the school authority
organises -different pro-
grammes in the playground

“including theatres andmelas,

sometimes classes were dis-
turbed by unwarranted
soungds,” Borah added.




