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Editorial

It has been a pleasure for us to bring out the very first volume of our
departmental journal which would not have taken the present shape without the
help of the members of the department and the encouragement of the Governing
body,Principal,Vice-Principal of Dispur College and IQAC coordinator Dispur College
,Guwahati. First of all, our heartfelt thanks to those people who are, directly as
well as indirectly related to the publication of this journal, and we request the
contributors<to keep enriching this platform through your valuable writings.

Greek scholar Herodotus was the father of History. He was the first person
who attempted to write History. Another famous Greek historian Thucydides has
rightfully remarked that ‘History is Philosophy teaching with examples’. The word
‘history’ has been derived from the word ‘histor’ meaning ‘knowledge acquired by
investigation’. History is not merely the study of dates and events; it provides
knowledge as well as teaches. The study and scope of History has seen a sea
change because of the interdisciplinary nature of different disciplines. Earlier History
was only for people of higher-ups in our society; but since 1980’s, History is studied
for the common people as well . More than that, a new approach of Historiography
came in to being and that is oral History. Thus with the passage of time new
approaches of History writings have come into being. Scientific discoveries and
inventions also brought various changes in history writing because the discoveries

and inventions opened up a new dimension in search for truth in the Historical
discourse. '

At last on this occasion of the inception of this journal, the presentation,
we believe, may be fraught with errors but the enthusiasm that this endeavour
has provided would go a long way in rectifying our mistakes in the subsequent
volumes. -

BOARD OF EDITORS
FACULTY MEMBERS, DEPTT. OF HISTORY
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MONUMENTS OF HAJO

Pallabi Bhattacharyya

_ Hajo, A small township about 25 km North-West of Guwahati having immense
historical importance occupies a unique place in the cultural history of Assam. Itisa .
famous pilgrimage centre in the region with a number of standing temples along with
holy shrine of Islamic faith lying on the isolated hills in the locality. Reference of this
place is found in the historical chronicles and puranic literature. The narration of the
place is also found in the Tibetan traditions, believed to be associated with the Buddhist -
religion.
The Hayagriva-Madhava Temple, a famous Vaisnava Shrine in the locality is
dedicated to Lord Vishnu. Standing on an isolated hill popularly known as Manikut -
Parbat. It is one of the graceful temples constructed by a Koch King. The Kochs, a -
power of the mid 16th century AD in the region had expanded their activities in
Brahmaputra valley in the architectural tradition and political expansion of the kingdom

- The architectural tradition of the region prior to thirteenth century AD follows
the prevailing trends as in the list of India. Building activities which gathered momenturi- |
during early medieval period till the Pala rulers became extinct by the end of the 13th
century AD due to lack of patronage by the then rulers of the region. The building
tradition revived with the advent of kings from the neighbouring countries of Tibet, -
Bul:ma (Myanmar) described as the land of Kiratas in the epics connected with the
region through the Brahmaputra Valley. -

.However, the architectural tradition was continued by the Kochs in the late |
medieval period in this region. The trend emerged as a new model which is substantially

traditional but assimilated the exotic architectural elements in the architecture. One |

n(?table example of such building activity is the temple of Kamakhya in the Nilacha]
Hill near Guwahati. The original ruins of the temple belong to C. 9th century AD
which was successfully renovated in AD 1565 under the patronages of Naranarayap,
(AD 1540-84), the celebrated king of the Koch dynasty. The revived architechtura)
tradition had far reaching influence in the Ahom architecture in the late medieval Assam

The graceful Vaishnava Shrine of Hajo popularly known as Hayagriva-Madhava
was rebuilt in AD 1583 by Koch King Raghudeva (AD 1581-1603), over the
fqundation of the ancient temple ruins of 10th-11th century AD as reflected in the
plinth moulding of friezes of elephants (Gajathara) and geometrical designs of shadow

relief in the basement, The nagar sikhara of the temple is gracefully executed with the

sculptures of various divinities of the Brahmanical Pantheon and the ground plan consist |

of garbhagriha, antarala and mandapa in order. The flatroofed mandapa with arched
doorway is supported by massive four pillars on the four corners of the structure.

————————————i— 18
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The other famous temples at Hajo include Kedareswara, Kamaleswara,
Kameswara and Ganesha all situated on the isolated hillocks in the locality. The Kedar
temple enshrining a Siva-linga in the central chamber is another important temple
referred in the Tantric and Puranic literature. An inscription attached to the temple
shows that the Ahom King Rajeswara Singha (AD 1751-69) had erected two masonary
walls along the temple.

The masonary building of the temple of Kameswara was built in the late medieval
period and the temple of Ganesha which encloses a gaiant elephant shaped stone is
believed to be constructed during the reign of the Ahom King Pramatta Singha in AD
1744.

Another monument lying near the Hayagriva-Madhava temple with stepped
plinths & domical finial is called Fakuwa Dol. The architechtural features of the
structure do not show any relevance with the prevailed architechtural norms during
the period. The super structure of this temple is raised on an octagonal plan with
arched opening and engrailed designsontheedges. .. =~ -« -

The shrine of Poa-Mecca at Hajo is situated on the top of another isolated hill in
the locality. It is the tomb of Giyasuddin Aulia who spread the message of Koran in
the region. The renovated old mosque near the tomb depicts a Persian inscription
donated by Mohammad Sujauddin, son of Mughal emperor Shahajahan in AD 1657.

~ Archaeological ruins of temples, tombs, forts, palaces, hostorical buildings,
sculputures, inscriptions & monolithis, etc, are lying scattered in various parts of this
region. It is our bounded duty irrespective of caste, creed and religion to preserve
these cultural heritages of our nation in true historical and aesthetic character. Let us
pledge not to destroy, injure, alter, deface, imperil and misuse our precious heritage.
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We take the 8" Century A.D. as the beginning and the 18" century A.D. asthe |

end of the medieval period. Thus, the period has been further sub-divided into two parts— |

(i) The early medieval period (A.D. 700-1200) and (ii) The later medieval period (AD. |
1200-1750).

India is greatly well known for its heritage buildings, temples, religious sects, forts,
tomb and palaces. 'd
- TheRajput made their first appearance in history around 8" and 9% centuries. ||
They reigned about one hundred years. The Rajputs built a great number Ofmagniﬁcen; ;
temples. During this period the temple building activity was at its climax. The Ja ganinathy |
Temple at Puri, the Lingaraja Temple at Bhubaneswar and the Sun Temple at Konark are . ’
splendid temples. The Parswanath Temple, the Viswanath temple and the Kandarjve |
Mahadeva teniple at Khajuraho also illustrate the new style of temple building in its riéhg; .
and dost finished form the Solankis of Kathiawar constructed a number of shrineg and
terpples at Anhilwara in Gujarat and at Mt. Shatranjaya in Kathiawar. At Mt, A g
Rajasthan, thereis a fine Jain temple built in white marble. The Dilwara Jain temples of M.
Abu are a special attraction. The Rajput Kings built strong forts at Mewar and Marwar:
;.. During the medieval period the Deccan was no more cut off from the North,. The |
Rashtra Kutas were great builders and built a number of magnificent temples. The famous
rock-cut Kailash temple of Shiva Raya in the ninth century. The built the famous Elephants
caves. The Chola Kings and rich merchants gave donations of land and money for the
construction and maintenance in building temples. The Brihadesh wara Shiva temple :;

Tanjofe built by Rajaraja the Great, is a masterpiece of Chola architecture. The town of
Kanchiputan i$ full of temples. The south has always excelled in building temples, The  /
Chalukya‘temples have been found mainly at Badami, Aihole and Pattadakal. The K3 ilash "
Temple at Ellora is a magnificent structure carved out of a solid rock. The Hoysal, asbmft -~
wonderful temples at Halebid and Belur. Aihole, the capital of Badami Chaluky as, was -
regarded as one of the cradles of Indian architecture. The art of sculpture attaineda}ﬁg'h
standard in South India. The Image of Nataraj Shiva is a wonderful work ofart,.

~ Theinvasion of the Turks in Northern India marked a turning point in the history of
India. The period from 1206 to 1526 is known as the sultanate period. The early Turk and
Afghan rulers were known as ‘Sultans.’ HeE

|
|
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Ferozshah Tughlaq (1351-1388) a cousin of Mohammad-bin-Tughlaq of the
Tughlaq dynasty succeeded in 1351. Feroz was a great builder. No ruler in medieval India
before or after him except Sher Shah and Akbar had shown so much zeal in works of
public utility as Feorz. He built about one hundred sarais for the convenience of travelers
and merchants. He also built towns such as Ferozepur (Punjab), Jaunpur and Ferozabad
(U.P.) and Hissar Feroza or Hissar (Haryana). He removed two Ashokan Pillars from
Topara and Meerut and got them re-erected near Delhi at a place Known as Kolta
Ferozshah. . '

_ Thusanewstyle of Indo-Islamic arthitectiire developed as a result of the mingling
of the Indian and Turkish styles. The Turks brought with them the traditions of the Arab
and the Persian architecture. The Turks used the dome and true arch on a large scale. The
Delhi sultans built fine Buildings. Among the well known buildings of this period are the
Qutub-Minar, the Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque, the Alai Darwaza, the tdmb of Ghiyas-ud-
din Tughlaq, Ferozshah Kotla, the fort at Tughlagabad and the tomib of Lodi kings at
Delhi, Many beautiful mosques were built during the period. The Qutub Minar was the
most magnificent buildings constructed by the Turks. It was originally 73 meters high. The
Minar consisted of five storeys separated by balconies. Both the Quwwat-Ul-Islam mosque

| ,.and the Qutub-Minar were enlarge by Iltutmish.

. Theprovincial rulers also made splendid buildings. Jaunpur had beautiful mosques.
Ahmed Shah of Gujarat built the city of Ahmedabad. The rulers of Malwa built beautiful
palaces at Mandu. The Jahaz Mahal was a famous palace thre. Rana Kumbha of Mewar
built the famous Victory Tewar of Chittor in 1448 to commemorate his victory over Malwa.
Architecture in Gujarat and Malwa reached a high aesthetic staridard. The impact of the
new architecture was also felt in Rajasthan. |

The break up of the sultanate of Delhi provided an opportunity for the rise of a
number of kingdems in the South. In the Deccan, after the decline of the Tughlags, there
rose two powerful Kingdoms the Bahmani and the Vijaynagar. The kings of Bahmani
Kingdom undertook works of public utility and constructed hospitals and built canals etc.
There were great builders. The capital city of Gulbarga and Bidar had beautiful Tombs,
mosques and palaces. The Jama Masjid at Gulbarga and the tomb of Ahmad Shahm
Bidar were splendid buildings. The Gol Gumbaz, the tomb of Muhammad Adil Shah is one
of the largest domes in the world. Architecture continued to flourish even when the kingdom
was divided into many independent kingdoms. Bijapur in the 17* century contained as
many as 1600 mosques. The Gol Gumbaz at Bijapur and the forts at Daulatabad and
Golconda are the fine examples of the Bahmani architecture of the later times.

The Vijaynagar kingdom was known for its fine buildings, fortresses, temples,
palaces, works of irrigation. The Vithalaswami temple and the Hazara temple at Vijaynagar
with their entrance gates to the courtyard were splendid works of architecture.
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The coming of the Mughals in India also showed a lot of developments in the field |

1

of architecture. Akbar, the Great built the new city of Fatehpur Sikri with its fine buildings. |
He built splendid palaces and pavilions inred sandstone. The architecture shows the blending 1
of various Indian, Persian and Central Asian styles. Fatehpur Sikri has five buildings such )
as the Diwan-I-Khas, the Panch, Mahal and Jodhabai’s palaces. Humayun’s tomb
Delhi is more Indian in style than the earlier tombs. One enters through a big gate, The
tomb itself is placed in the middle of a large garden on araised platform. The garden anidl
the gateway are to be found and the gateway are to be found in all Mughal styles tombs.
The Mughalinflvence on temple architectureis also learly visible, The Govind Dev Templo

at Vrindavan is made of red sandstone and shows a distinct mixture of the two styie‘s
Jahangir completed Akbar’s tomb at Sikandra and built the tomb of Itmad-ud-daua ) i
; Shah Jahan, the magnificent, was an able ruler. His Deccan campaign resulte.din
ireaties with Bijapur and Golconda in 16 36. Among Shah Jahan’s famous buildinge. ¢ |
the Taj Mahal and the Moti Masjid at Agra and the Red Fort and the Jama, M

Delhi and also the Peacock throne.

Thus, after the Mughals the age of medical India ended. |

2
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A HISTORIAN BEHIND AREPORTER
MRIDUSMITA KALITA
T.D.C 2™ Sem.

INTRDUCTION: Inthe modern times the field of Mass Media has been gaining
worldwide attention. Both press and electronic media have been playing v1ta1 roleto pment
social, political, economic, cultural conditions of a nation. From micro level news to some
world hitting elements are recorded by the reporters and they have been able to create
beautiful or critical or dirty scenario in the society. In national, international or regional

| sphere mass media ¢an explore a news in such a manner which can create history. They

have so much of potentialities, abilities and powers as well which enable them to create
history of an event and turn the social outlook intoa different dimension and the people of
the Very society get thé opportunity to thinks the matter with an another sight. So it can be
derived that a historian hides behind the face ofa reporter; Acreporter can wear a glass of

| historian thrdixgh which he can see the future historical importance of an event he is dealing

with. This interpretations, critical approaches, explanations and presentation can spread
the fragrance of historical value of an event for the near future. In short, the contributions of
mass media can be the chief sources in the future to write history of an event. toreach a
large number of audiance.

WHAT IS MASS MEDIA ?

The Mass Media are diversified media technologies that are intended to reach a large
number of audiance by mass communication. These are such elements that focus on
delivering news to the general public or a target public. Mass media is a written or recorded

' communication directed at members of the news media for the purpose of announcing

clothing ostensibly newsworthy.

In the late 20" century, mass media could be classified into eight mass media industries,
such as books, megazines, newspaper, recording, radio television, movies and internet.
With the explosion of digital communication technology in the late 20" and early 21¢
century, the question of what forms of media should be classified as “Mass Media” has
become more prominent. In the 2000s, a classification called the “Seven Mass Media”

become popular and they are:

i  Print media which includes newspapers, books, magazines, pamphlets etc. From
the late 15" country.
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L Recording thatinclude magnetic tapes, gramophone records, cassettes, CDs, pvDs
etc. From late 19" country.

iii. Movies from about 1900,
V. Radio from about 1910,

V. Television from about 1950.
Vi Internet from about 1990

vii. Mobile phones from about 2000.

HISTORIAN BEHIND A REPORTER:

In the present world thousands of newses publishes or broadcasts from the nook and
corner. Some of these blast like anything with lots of si gnificance from all the aspects and
Some are of less importance. The news or incidents which gain worldwide attention and
the whole mankind observe the newses with total curiosity carry potentiality and probability
to mark as an important historical affair in the future. If a historian reconstruct this afTair
after 25 or 30 years, these news will help him a lot as source material. The works o fthe
reporters can be the soul of that historical event. The contributions of Mass Media can
help the historians in exploring the matter and the presentation as well. True or false
Whatever is reported through mass media can affect the writing of that particular historical
even-t. Perfection, exaggeration, biasness, acceptability of an event dcpends on the sources
provided by the mass media correct reporting can give birth to a perfect historical event in
the future and false reporting can destroy the potentiality of historiczal significance o f an
~event. Hence, a good reporter can be a great historian through his works, His regulay

work or activity can change the history of a mation rather can introduce the nation with
wonderful historical affair in the future. It can correctly be explained that a historian hide;
behind the face of a reporter. This fact can be discussed with some examples which are
very familiar or known to us. :

: Let me start with the 26/11 attack of India, On 26 November, 2008 India’s largest
city. Mumbai was shaken by a sense of unprecedented brutal terrorist attack. It was a
IWt?l‘{e coordinated shooting and bombing attack by the members of Lashkar — e-Taiba.
This incident drew widespread global condemnation. It began on 26 November, 2008
and lasted until 29 November where 164 innocents from various regions of the worfd
were killed and about 308 were injured. The attacks occurred mainly in Chhziirapmi
Shivaji Terminues, Oberoi Trident, Taj Mahal Palace & Tower, Legpolcl café, Cahia
Hospital, Nariman House, Metro cinema, St Xavier’s college etc. Media around the world

playedd major role in covering the activities of the terrorists and that is why a clear picture
24
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of 26/11 came into existence today. Not only national reporters but also international

reporters collected the news, informations and captured many pictures which helped the

government of India, Indian citizens and the entire world to go to the depth of the matter.

The reporters delivered each news in every minute and made the people informed about

current situations. Reporters enabled us how did the terrorists come, how did the mission

take place and how dis the operation against them succeeded. Role of Indian army and

their bravery was also executed through the efficiency of the reporters. The pictures captured .
by the reporters helped the diplomats at that time to imitate an operation against them.

Even today, the newses collected during that time play an important part to discover different
aspects of 26/11 attack of Mumbai. If a historian wish to write about the history of
contemporary India during 1% decade of 21* century definitely this incident will cover the

pages of history and undoubty the contributions of mass media prevailed during that period
will help the historian greatly. The newses, published or broadcasted will be the strong
sources to reconstruct the event. I think no better sources will be available for him to write
on it and the reporters will be like the source makers. Obviously we can’t ignore the
influence of the means of mass media, the historian is using as source in his explanations
and interpretations. It implies how does the activities of reporters can affect in writing
about an incident with future historical importance.

Similarly we can place the example of Assam Agitation or Assam Movement. The
Assam Agitation or Assam Movement was a popular movement against undocumented
migrants in Assam. It is regarded as one of the mostvibrant democratic mass movements
of independent India. Its included the period from 1979-1985. The movement was led by
All Assam Students Union and “All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad”, set an agitational
programme to compel the government to identify and_ expel illegal migrants. The agitation
programme were largely nonviolent, but there were incidents of acute violence. It ended
following the Assam Accord that was signed between the agitational leaders and the
government of India.

The agitational leaders formed a political party named “Assam Gana Parishad
(AGP)”, Which came into power in the state of Assam in the assembly elections of 1985
and later on also.

The role of media during that time is always praiseworthy. Media basically the
print media contributed highly in collecting the newses of Assam agitation. As mass media
was not so improved at that period compared to today, so amount of available source is
not sufficient. Still the sources collected through various press and electronic media is
always encouragable. Reporters could spread the feeling of regionalism and could unite
the people of Assam as well through their works and made the agitation successful.

Assam agitation is definitely going to hold a remarkable position in the history of
post-independent Assam. It is an important chapter not only in political history of Assam
but also in entire modern Assamese history. Whenever a historian likes to reconstruct

25 —




I

-Emm_l> cessesssessse Departmental Journal, History Dept. Dispur college 's
S S

Assam Agitation, the sources provided by mass media will offer him all valuable information. ;‘

The reports recorded by the rerprters will enable the historian to present the true scenario
of Assam Agitation. Although we cannot ignore the influence of the reporters in the source
mateljials but we can make stress on the point that it directs the historian in narrating the
historical importance of Assam movement with all related sources, so the reporter’s report

of that period are the best records probably to explorer the significance of Assam agnitation, |

in the future,

CONULUSION

: | |
So areporter can absolutely be regarded as a historian. The newses, collected by the

reporters and reflect through various means of mass media of an event or incident can be

the best source to discover its historical importance. A reporter’s work can create histoiy
or can destroy the potentialities of creating history of an affair. Hence we can concludg !
I

with the view that the reporters can be the good historians through their cligibil ity and
efficiency.
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INDIAN CULTURE AND ITS CHARACTERISTICS
Khrireshwer Saikia
T.D.C. 2" Sem.
Introduction :

Culture and civilization are confusing words. Some scholars opine that these words
are synonymous of each other but some others write that they are completely different. In
order to make the difference visible it is said that civilization is an external expression
where as culture is an internal one.

Basically the word Sanskriti is of Sanskrit, the meaning of which is basic process
and itis divided in samt Kranti which stands for Sanskrit or culture. Hence, culture isan
proper conduct. In the same word culture is originated from Latin word ‘Culture’ which
means production. Hence, Culture is that Precious collection of society of various ages
which is progressing in nature. Some Indian scholar have thus defind the word culture.
According to Pt. J.L. Nehu writes that ‘Whatever best is said or known in the world, to
make themselves acquainted with one another is culture. According to Dr. S. Radha Krishnan
also mentions that culture is the maintenance and solidarity of conduct which saves them to
go away from their balanced view. Foreign writer Taylor also opines that culture is that
mixed and complete arrangement in which all knowledge, art, morality, traditions and

other capabilities are included society receives fromit.

Characteristics of Indian culture : The nature of ancient culture is quite old and it had
been the leader of all cultures since the days of Yore. It is progressive and developing, and
its development has not yet been checked. It has the following chariac.:teristics. .

1. Adjustability: Indian culture has a great Donner of Adjustability. She has digested
various cultures which came in contact with India but she has been permitted her
moral and fundamental characteristics to Diminish on set aside. No doubt. She
assimilated the good qualities of other culture to which herself but no culture could
established her supremacy over her. The harmonious nature of Indian culture has
impressed all and there appears to be hsautiful harmony of all cultures in her.

2. Religion and Spirituality: Religion and spiritualism has always been a significant
aspect of Indian culture. Besides different gods and goddesses, there is mixture of
several religious principles in her which has made the religious and spiritual
Development of man possible. In Hindu mythology the aim of life is salvation and
every man has desire to get it. Devotion, knowledge and invitation are the ways to
get salvation and Spiritualism is the main base of Indian Culture.

3. Philosophical Elements: The background of Indian culture is philosophy. The
characteristic of Indian culture is the explanation of Universal elements. Because
of philosophical elements and traditions Indian culture has been stagnant. All the
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scholars of Indian have tried to establish. Philosophical elements of Indian culture

which has always been one of her characteristics.
4. Flexibility: Indian social system was very flexible. She has capacity of molding

herself according to circumstances. This is the reasons that white the old culture of

Greece and Rome has no existence, the Indian culture is prospering. Undoubtedly

she acknowledged the foreign element but did not loose her touch with originality

which is a clear proof of the flexibility of Indian culture.

5. Faith in Gods- Another Characteristic of Indian culture is her faith in gods. Every )
aspect of nature is attached to one God. This creation of Brahmais alsorunby

different gods like Indra, Vishnu, Shiva Surya and Agni. The people have a great
devotion to these gods and they feel that the only way of getting salvation was the
devotion and worship of these gods. Good deeds bring fine result while bad Karmg
lead to bad result. Therefore the inhabitants of India have deep faith in Good anq
give credit of his every achievement to gods. .

6. VarnaAshram System : Varna Ashram is also a characteristic of Indian culture,
According to this, the life span of man is divided in four Varnas. The basis of this ig
safety of religions, economic arrangement and service. At present it is based o
the theory of birth and not Karma. In the same way the life of man is divided iy
four parts. Each is having the time period of twenty-five ycars which are known as
Brahmacharya, Grahastha, Vanprastha and Sanyasa. The main aim of this systen,
isthe establishment of social idents and entire development of mankind.

7. Cultural Unity : It is said that India is a country of Diversities but therc always
remained a feeling of unity is it. The cultural reason can be held responsible for it,
The indivisibility and unity has always been present in religious belief of people.
Though people of India have different faiths and every person considers different
mountains and rivers to be pious, but the four is ... of Hindus situated in differcnt
parts of the country affirm this unity. Ideal character of Rama and Krishna and the
Devotion to Ganga, Gayatri and cow is common in every part of the country. Iy
fact the roots of political and culture unity in India are very Decp and they coulq be
known and understood only by the internal eye.

Conclusion :

Asall the above mentioned qualities are found in the culture of India. She is supposeq
to be the must significant culture. As all rivers lose their identity after falling into the river
similarly no culture has her independent existence after having been incorporated in the
Indian culture, hence only Indian culture, hence only Indian culture is maintaining her existence,
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Origin on the Name “Kamrup”

Collected By -Nazleen Momtaz Ahmed
' ... .. 'TD.C.3"Year
, In the ancient Sanskrit literature, both the names Pragjyotisha and Kamrup were
used as a designation for ancient Assam. In “Kalita—Purana” and “Jogini-Jantra”, however,
Kamrup alone appears as the name for this country. Till the Ahom conquest, Pragjyotisha
was known as Kamrup. The mythologies of ancient Assam tell a beautiful story as to how
pragjyotisha became know as kamrup. The word “Kamrup” means the land where “Kama’”
(Love) regained his “Rupa” (form). The Hindu Legends natrate this episode in a very
curious manner. o : b | S "
The story of the mythologies of Assam goes that there w,as‘aver.YpowerfuI kings.
Daksha by name, in ancient times. He gave his daughter, Sati, in.maqjxga;ge to QOd Siva.
The king Daksha held once a great sacrifice to which hf: mv1tedall gods ‘e?ic\g_:pt hxs son-in-
low, god Siva. Sati became very annoyed at the d1scourtesyshown to het Busband by her
own father. She died of vexation in the sacrificial field whichi she came to attend with the
permission of her husband, Siva. Overcome with griefat the death of Safl, Siva begana
grim penance and wandered about the world carrying her dead body on hishead. Siva’s
daticé of déath” and penance alarmed all the gods becomes it threatened to'destroy the
world. In orderto stop this- frightful wanderings of Siva, the supreme God, Vishmi, Preserver
of the creation, took his great weapon, a discuss. With —this he cut the dead body of Sati
into fifty-one pieces. It feel on the earth in fifty-one different places and wherever they fell
the ground was held to be sacred. One of the important organs of Late fell on Kamagiri
i.e., Nilachal hill near Guwahati, and the place was thenceforth held sacred and called
Kamakhya. As Siva continued to do penance, the other godsbecame afraid that he would
thereby acquire universal power. They sent Kamadev, the Indian Cupid, to make him fall
in love again, andthereby break his penance. He succeeded in his inission, but Siva was so
enraged at the result that he burnt Kamadeva in to ashes by a fiery glance ofhis eyes.
Kamadevg eyentually regained hislife and his on“gmal fmzn (Rupa) in Assam.
And the country where this took place became known as p’’ (Kamarupa). |
It has been already pointed out that _teélethe Ahlglm conquest, ancient Assam was
called i e Ahom rule, it become know as. - O
IE?Znsrsua}:nBl;t; gtﬁi?lled” or Peerless”. It is said that it was l:’sed to described the
invincible might of the Ahoms. According to some, the name “Asama’” originated from the
uneven nature of the country. But this opinion is not accepted by most of the schools.

. The modem name ‘Assam’ is derived from the appe}latmn “Assam” or pezer{ess
which was applied to the Ahoms by the Morans and the Borahis to express their admiration
of the unequalled power and statesmanship of their conqueror.

The ancient name ‘Kamrup’ is confined today to only adistrict of Modern Assam.




History for literature and vice-versg

Hemanta Bor?

Lecturer Dept ofEnghS'm

The relationship between literature and history tréditionall
problematic and ambiguous but with the emergence of critical thinke
philosophers, the study of history along with literature or vice-versa

y has always beeﬂ'j

limited to the chronological accounts of the days gone by, and literature, simply as the
n}irror of the society. The aim of this précis article is to outline and link the academi®
discourses of these two disciplines on asingle platform, citing the landmark theories and'

rsand, theorists and

: has been made feasiblé>
breaking new grounds in their intellectual academic pursuit. History as we perceive is

history and literature.

Awork of art cannot stand in isolation; hence it is obvious that the study of | itemt,urc
cannot be divorced from the socio-economic conditions, the prevalent ideolo gy and the
blf)graphy of the author of which the sole witness are the historical text. Two schools f
criticism, New Historicism and Cultural Materialism provides equal wei ghtage to both the

textual-centric studies which have been neglecting the cultural,

) P S Y economic and social histori€s
as things to be studied only as a backdrop. It paved the way

for amethod of interrogation
W%th egual emphasis. The American critic, Stephen Greenblatt coined the term NeW
Historicism, whose book Rennaisance Self-fashioning: fro y
watershed work in this field. Somewhere amongst the all-pervading glamour of the kings:s.
queens and nobility in Shakespeare’s plays, the voice ofthe ¢

the women being marginalised gets lost, and one of the aim of New Historicism is tO
recover these suppressed voices. “This epoch-making book challenged conservative critical
views about Jacobean theatres, and linked the plays more closely with the political events
of their era than preyious critics had done.” | :

Louis Montrose, an American critic, defines New Historicism as ‘the textuality of history,
the historicity of text.” The New Historicism essays have the vélidity and power which
cquld be equated with the oral accounts that have been given much importance in the
Historical studies. “These dramatic openings often cite data and place and have all the
force of the documentary, eyewitniess account, strongly evoking the quality of lived

experience.” New Historicism accepts Derrida’s view that ‘there is nothing outside the

ommon man who suffers of -
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text’ and the past is available to us only in the form of texts. Another forte of this school is
that some facets of reality can deciphered from the historical texts that have thought to be
irrevocably lost, facilitating new understanding and highlighting hidden truths. This school
of criticism emerged as a reaction to the earlier schools such as New Criticism, Structuralism
and Deconstruction- i.e. to ‘rehistorize’ the literary text. The principles of New Historicism
goes against the grain of New Criticism which considers a ‘text’ as an autonoinous entity
and refutes the notion of *free play’ of signifiers advocated by ‘deconstruction’, brushing
aside the notorious concept of unlimited interpretations. \

“Speaking of the renaissance texts, the New Historicism maintain that in them,

| thereis the Elizabethan context and meaning on the one hand, and the modern understanding

and interpretation on the other. Hence, any interpretation of a Renaissance text has to
come to terms with the tension between historical values and modern understanding and

schools of criticism that have made significant contributions towards the parallel] study of | interpretation.” New Historicism, in consonance with Postmodemism, has a proclivity to

| distrust ‘grand narratives’- all the accumulated baggage of interpretation are discarded

and insists on extracting new interpretations which are akin to ‘narratives’.

According to Oxford Dictionary of critical theory “the name cultural materialism
was invoked polemically to distinguish these forms of criticism which pertains to the real
world as opposed to those which deal only with the ‘inside’ of texts, never connecting

literary and the historical text. New Historicism emerged during the 1980s as opposed t0 |them tothe “outside’ world.”

| Cultural Materialism, like New Historicism, has direct bearing with the discipline of history
in whi o ‘ot | ~ithas been dofired by Graham Holderness as ‘ a political form of historiography”. The
in which the textual voice is not taken for granted; the historical texts began to be studied -

term was first used by Jonathan Dollimore and Allan Sinfeild is their collection of essays

| “Political Shakespeare’. It also rejects the previous literary merit and criticism accorded to
m More to Shakespeare i

the text. “The emphasis an political commitment signifies the influence of Marxist and
Feminist perspectives and break from the conservative Christian framework”. Cultural
Materialism is more optimistic in outlook than its American countess part; the essays

Iresonates with the possibility of change. The methodology of this school is to situate the

past events in relation to the present scenario, to de-mystify the politics that encompasses

|us — that suppreses as well as feeds the rich. Under the leadership of Stuart Hall, Cultural
iStudies went on to question the images shown by the media, class hierarchy, role of the
passive audience, and almost anything that is part and parcel of our culture. Cultural Studies

30 _—m‘

lalso questions the labyrinthian passage from where knowledge and power is diseminated;
,who provides identity and meaning etc. - it is radical in its outlook as that of French

\ferninism and A frican-American studies. “It is a critical, radical practice tha distinguishes

tween critical intellectual work and academic work, and is contexually and historically
located.” It is clearly evident from the groundbreaking work of Zora Neal Hurston, Their
eyes were watching god, the problem of racism prevalent in the United States of America.
31
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(doesit feel tobe a problem’. The discrimination and inhuman behaviour inflicted UE

tendericies thiStOl’y asadiscipline to seek its modes in the sciences, White contends,

) - The grO\Ip pfhistorians who have helped in bringing the ‘new cultural history?: beg
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W.E. B. DuBos famously wrote in his poignant but scathing book The souls of DI
Jolk“the problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the coulour-line’ and ‘B2

| perfunctory and monotonous in perusal, and therefore the historian encodes the available

| data into organised plots, utilising the tools of narrative wntmg

White outlines four tropes, namely metaphor, metonymy, synechdoche and irony,
which have been derived from the eighteenth century philosopher Giambattista Vico and
he twentieth century critic Kenneth Burke. “Tropes are ingradicable from discourse, as
are plots. Thus, history evokes reality; it does not reproduce or represent it.” In his essay,
he writes that both Michelet and Tocqueville have written accounts of the French Revolution,
but the former construed his work as a drama of romantic transendence while the latter
: : : planned the revolution as ironic tragedy. Thus, it is conspicuous that the narrative point of
S We have come to an era in which an account of historical writing is regarded as| view is vital in the production of historical discourse as ironic, tragic, comlc or dramatic.
narfative, and has been linked inextricably to literary aesthetics and heritage. Hayden| None pfthem can claim to have the exact knowledge of the actual proceedings but ‘they
Whlte‘m his remarkable essay The historical text as a literary artifact showed that the simply had different notions of the kind of story that best fitted the facts they knew.”
historians also employ considerable litearary narrative devices. “Reacting against the A

:I-Odyaf‘fiJanieﬁngs out loud when they are asked not to paint their house in white and th
Imposition of head gears as a symbol of belonging to the lower rung takes us back t0 12
daxs when, where, how and why the evil of slavery originated, how it has crippled th
African-Americans, further questioning the supremacy of the caucasian race. ‘

 History as narrative

From the premisés of New Historicism, Cultural Materialism and prom_ihent h1s1;onans
as Hayden White and Michel Foucault along with the growing call for the interdisciplinary
ole of various discourses, it s clear that inspite of the differences, have helped narrow the

1| 8ap between these otherwise considered antaginistic entities.
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White’s essay has been revolutionary in that the two disciplines i.e. History (thoughit ;5 }
merely facts) and literature (is fictional representation) as totaly antagonistic regarding thej
perusal, now have a cemented approach. “In White’s views, historical narratives are verbs |
fictions with invented contexts, history is the form best suited for a study of the style q

‘narrative realism’, He argues that a successful historian acquires explanatory prowess .»b:,[ E

- refurbishing facts and the process by which the datas take the shape of stories has begy'!

called by White as ‘emplotment’. The mere chronicling of some events would Se&n'
, °n
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tothe th,Whenﬂxe Cachar Raja Govinda Chandra died in April. 1830 leaving no male Bél
custy P ﬂ}e Ea'St/Indm Company enquired into the pre-existing patternS and
IS practised in pre-colonial Cachar. The enquiries served the Company’ “

l o, . . . . . e
egttimise the annexation of this strategic territory that was the key to the securil

gfeBQUSh.Bengal..Several claimants to the Cachar throne advanced conﬂi‘-’tj M
G 1]ll"pl’etatlor’xs of lo.cal cu-st.om. and usages to supports their claims. When lh
colb‘l‘):y started their enquiries into the local usages and customs practised mpﬁe

nial Cachar ;they found no written documents. They therefore, resorted to VErud

mtefrp'gaﬁm of the local elites especially nobles of earlier regime. ,i

- i
oy

. . g i
There arose various claimants to the Cachar throne after the death o

Govinda Chandra. Among them strong contenders were Govinda Chandra’s widoy

(Rani Indrapurbha ), the hillchief Tula ram who claimed the support of forty

Sempongs and Gambhir Singh, the Raja of Manipur.Thereforc the cxistence g

:."f??“s. claimants led the colonial authorities to enquire into the legality of ¢ad]

The East India Company was intrigued by the alleged cxistence of the Foi-l
S.emPOn » Who were elderly electors of the throne according to one version Of 1
Iocal custom who supported the candidature of Tularam. Kartik Ram who was

right of choosing a new prince was vested in the ministers alone though the eléctioy

was said to be made by the Forty Sempongs. But after much cnquiries the _Bﬂti‘j,;

C_o.mpany cdnc!uded that the theory of right of the Forty sempongs to electl ne\!
Raja appeared to, be very dubius; but if it ever existed it is said to be obsolctc g

had disappearcd.

. David Scott, the Agent to the Governor- General, North-East frontie,
as.sexted that the claim of the widow of the Raja was inconsistent both with th!
Hmc!u law and the custom of the. country. From the enquiries made by Britis} |
ofﬁclals_, itwas asserted that no such instance had occurred since the accession o’
the present dynasty of a woman succeeding to the throne. On seeing the Rani being.
advanced in years, David Scott was the opinion that in a short span of time th¢’
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state would elapse soon into the hands of the Company Government and it had
appeared to him that it would be more congenial to the wishes of the inhabitants
and altogether a more liberal and conciliatory course, to allow her to enjoy it during
her natural life subject to certain conditions. Atlast David Scott suggested yhat it
would be expedient to admit her as a Zamindar with a life tenure in the Cachar

Throne.
Tularam claimed to the vacant throne of Cachar alleging his descent

from royalty. However, the plains people of Cachar dismissed his claim as they

remembered him being a lowly minister under Raja Govinda Chandra. Flatly
contradicting his claims of royal blood, colonial enquiries allegedly revealed Tula -
Ram to be the son of an ordinary slave girl. Moréovér the British Company felt that
if somehow they were to recognize Tula Ram’s claim, it would lead.to ‘further
problems as several other contenders, all claiming royal heritage, would seek to
claim the vacant throne. The local people themselves believed that Tula Ram had
played a major role in the murder of king Govinda Chandra and his accusation
reduced ‘the eligibility of his claim to the throne. However, he was left in undisputed
possession of the North Cachar hills region by the treaty of 1829 which included

nearly all that his supposed ancestor ‘possessed.

Thus the royal succession dispute in the Cachar throne opened the
door for colonial interference in the internal affairs of Cachar.In the legal domain the |
new contact resulted in a colonial encounter between the rule’of law and iridigenious
customs and usages. The British Company managed to dismiss any -claim to the
vacant throne either as illegitimate or baseless. Predictably, the Company advanced
its own ¢laim to be the “legitimate™ ruler of Cachar through indirect control. Their
exhaustive investigations into local practices made by Lieutenant Thomas Fisher and

: the various exchanges between him and David Scott reflacts their attempts at
establishing “colonial legality” for selecting a successor, even if the information came

briniarily from oral sources. Thus, colonial knowledge and enquiry into local political
insfitutions and customs for royal succession to the throne helped the Company

Govt. in advancing their claims of legitimacy to rule colonial Cachar.
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TRADITONAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE KARBIS OF KAMRUP
Pankaj Kr. Kathar
HOD Dept of History

The Karbis are one of the aboriginal tribe of Assam. They belong to greater Mongoloid
racial stock and linguistically belong to the Tibeto-Buemese group. The Karbis are inhabiting
in different regions of the North-East India. Majority of the Karbi people are living in the
Karbi Anglong district of Assam; but they are found in some Scattered areas of Kamrup, -
Nagaon, Morigaon, Golaghat, Sibsagar and Darrang districts of Assam also.

" ThieKarbis are mentioned as the “Mikir’ in the constitution order of the Government
of India. But they prefer to call themselves “Karbi” and Sometimes “Arleng” (means man

inKarbi lariguage). The Karbis of Assam are divided into three major division— Ronghong°
Chlmongmto and Amri. More than these three division another division is there in Kamrup |
(Metro) district in Assam and that is “Dumrali” . In medieval period there was a small
kmgdom named Dimarua, ruled by the Karbi rulers. Since then the Karbi Subj ectunder |
Karbi fulers of Dimarua Identified themselves as the Dumrali Karbi.

The traditional administration of the Dumrali Karbi or the Karbis of kamrup (Metm) :
isprevalent since the disintegration of the Dimarua kingdom in the first quarter of the 19th
century A.D.The administrative system of this division of the Karbis nave no written -
dOClIments itis contmumg orally from generation to generations of the Karbi Villages of -
thi§ ares’ One of the important feature of the administration of the Dumrali Karbis is that | |
many ofthe portfohos name and duties are same as the administrative portfolios of Dxmarua |
kings, Fot example ‘ Bangthe’, ‘ Akklengsar’, ‘Bisarpo’ etc. were important portfolios of | |
Dimarua Kings. In present days also they are the important officials of a Karbi village in |
Kamrup (Metro) district of Assam. Here it is to be noted that traditional adxmmstratlve
system of the Karbis of Kamrup (Metro) is different from the traditional adrmn1strat1ve |
system of the Karbis of Karbi Anglong district of Assam.

* .. Theposts of the administrative officiales of the Dumrali Karbis are heredxtary }
After the death of an official his eldest son occupy that post. The post of the officiales atc
not nominated or elected by the societies. However if an official died without any legal son |
than anyone from his family nominated to that post by the society. The status and
reSPOnmblhtm of the administrative officials are different to each other.

Before we discuss about the duties and responsibly of the officials we must dlSCI,lss |
about the institution of “Tarang ahem” of the Dumrali Karbis. It may be called vxllage '
Assembly, because here various problems of the village are solved. Here we come to |
know the social responsibilities of the administrative official. The “Tarang Ahem”isalsoa !
trial place of the Dumrali Karbis. Here twice a year trial takes place. During the trial each. ;
and every administrative official has to play their respective duties properly. ,
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DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES AND SOCIAL STATUAS OF THE
ADMINIDTRATIVE OFFICIALS: :

1.

BANGTHE :- The Bangthe is the chief administrator of a Karbi village in Kamrup.
The founder family of the village is the Bangth family. The meaning of Bangthe is
‘Head among the people’(Bang means among--) the people and “The” means

" elder or head). He is the hiead of the village. He is responsible for the discipliné of

“his village. He is the conservator and protector of culture, rehglon, rites and rituals
of the Karbis of a particular village. He has the right toi nnpose new laws inthe
vﬂlage or to abolish the existing laws. He could alter the unnecessary and out
dated rites and rituals if the vﬂlagers accept and support it. The Bangthe himselfa
chief judge of a village. He exercise supreme power to try all the cases of the
village. The Bangthe has to perform religious duties also. In many ausplclous
occasions of the Karbis he has to recite mantras in Karbis language. The “Bangthe”

has a parliament known as “Bangthe Hamren” . Here to assist him there are some
officials and they are Risho-Bangthe, Akklengsar, Bisarpo, Karkon, Harjapo,

Rangsarpo, Katharpo etc.

- RISHO-BANGTHE :- In the Dumrali Karbi Societies Risho-Bangthe is the second

highest official after “Bangthe”. “Risho’ means “Young arid “Bangthe” means elder
or head. He is the head of young Karbi boys and glrls of aKarbi village. His mam
duty is in the time of religious festivals, marriage ceremony, feast etc. he was to’
look after whether young boys and girls of the village perform their mpectlve
duties or not. If he found any boys or girls not perform his or her assigned duty
properly then he could orally forward complain to the Bangthe against him or her

to take necessary actions.

AKKLENGSAR :- The role of Akklengsar in the Durmali Karbi society is
indispensable. He has the sole right to formally cut the fowls which are collecwd
as fine from the rule breakers of the village. His another duty is to provide necessary
accommodation to the guests who comes to pay fines from other villages. He also
the chief person of the food department of the village for various occasions.

RANGSARPO :- When the Hamren convened his power is next to the Bangthe.
Sometimes he takes the power from Bangthe to punish the culprits or the rule
breakers of the village or he could pursue the Hamren to take necessary measures.
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He prepares an oral report and submit it to Bangthe and then the Bangthe take the
appropriate actions against the culprits. -

5. BISARPO :- The Hamren convene twice a year. So before the commencement of
the Hamren, Bisarpo has to observe who are violating the existing rules of the
village. After observing he has to prepare an oral report and to place it verbally
before the Hamren. He could also play the role of a judge. He trys to find out the
reason why the person has to face trial before Hamren and he also try to solve the
cases. According to the anonymous decision of the members of the Hamren ang
the recommendation of the Bangthe, the Bisarpo give the final verdict of the cases.

6. KARKONPO :- After the Bangthe recommended punishment to a rule breakey
and the Hamren anonymously accept it, then the duty of the Karkon is to decide
what type of punishment the convict will get. In the Dumrali Karbi society of
Kamrup (Metro), there isno provision of physical punishment against a convict,
Therefore, the Karkon impose fine to a convict for his act of violation. Generally 5
convict has to give a hog and a bottle of country liquior as fine. This typc o £
punishment is prevalent from long time back in the Dumrali Karbi villages.

7. HURJAPO .- After completing all necessary works at the Hamren, the Hurjape
has to look after the invited and special guest who wre attended at the trial meeting
of the Bangthe Hamren. He has to organize a feast for the quests and the memberg
of the Hamren at Karkon’s house, where two or three young Karbi girls Prepare
various ethnic food items. Here no young boys or other persons of the village are
invited or allow to attend; because here some secret administrative matters gre
discussed. So, only the members of the Hamren could attend here. Another duty

of the Hurjapo is to organize meetings in the village. He has to know objectives of
the meeting in advance. S

From the above discussion it is clear that there are many important administrative officj Al
t? administer the Dumrali Karbi masses of Kamrup (metro) district of Assam. From med ieval
times these officials performing their respective duties and they could bring order and
discipline in the Karbi villages. The Karbis people respect and regarded “B angthe” ag
their king of the respective village. Still they obey and follow “Bangthe’s” orders and
instructions. Under the leadership of the Bangthe’s all the Dumrali Karbi people livi ng their

life peacefully.
38
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WOMEN IN COLONIAL ASSAM

Rajashree Nath
Lecturer, Dept. of History
Assam is one of the northern-eastern states of India having certain regional peculiarities
and distinctiveness. On the population front the state is characterized by a fusion of races
and synthesis as well as co-existence of many cultures. It came into connection with the
greater Indian territory only in 1826 when the British occupied Assam after.the Yandaboo
pact. An attempt has been made to examine the overall role of women in colonial Asssam
and also at the same Time attempts has been made to through light about women’s role
and capabilities, their socio-economic and political life of colonial period from 1826 to
1947,
Assamese society by tradition is arural is arural society. In the traditional rural Assamese
society despite a subservient status, the Hindu women of various caste suffered less from
social disabilities than her counterparts in some other regions of India. During last few
decades following Independence, the social situation in Assam altered significantly due to
various farms of modernization.
The first historical accounts of Indian women date from the 19" Century and are
product of the colonial experience. Indian text essentialized women as devoted
and self sacrificing, yet occasionally rebellions and dangerous. Occasionally
Indian tests and historical narratives singled out one women for special attention
but usually this was because her accomplishments were significant by male

standards. 0

India has produced great wofpen throughout her long political social and cultural
existence, the position of women inany society is regarded as a significant paenter to the
level of culture of that society. Her position in the society is determined on the basis of the
social values and the trends or tendencies prevailing in the society. When the progressive
trend holds ascendency in the society, the position is improved greatly, “her status elevated,
her subjection diminished and her rights extended and her participation in social life became
purposeful and meaningful. But the forces of reaction may lead her to a state of degradation
and humiliation.

The position of women, among the rural masses in the pre — British period, was
satisfactory. She enjoyed an equal status with man in the day to day socio —economic life.
Commenting on the women of Assam Gait said. Women were refined and enlightened and
active and versatile in their accomplishments. The Assamese Society has been free from
the evils of the dowry system.

In the traditional period from the 18" to the 19" century, the position of women
detoriated with the Burmese invasions came down as a curse on the Assamese women.
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gghﬂ;e 1‘11::113 of the 19* century, a women in Indian society was considered as fit only for-
usehold work and only place she deserved to occupy was the Kitchen. Along with | 5 ) .
- the British, however came tli’elilberal ideas from the westl;)an this created an atmosgphere Hifferent as the society lay down dlfferent.soclal r.ul&s fo.r‘themzfnd expects dlﬂ’efent and
inwhich some of our Indian reformers took lead inmaking efforts at improving the condition  Pehavioural patterns. Human society is tainted with sexism which may be described as
of women with rioticeable success, - Bystem of beliefs prejudices and behaviours by which a group of people are oppres§e¢}

A galaxy of 19% century socio — religious reformers like Raja Rammohan Ray, . trolled and exploited owing to gender difference. It was almost forgotten that the socicty

' Vmekananda,Dayananda Saraswati, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, and others took up the nsisted of the entire human society, so it is impossible to achieved_progress of’ s:ociety'
catise of the emancipation of Indian women. During this period a few associations like the Vithoutequal participation of the women who form the half of the society. The patriarchal
Brahimo Samaj and the Arya Samaj also gave an impetus to the Arya Samaj also gave an ominatianisso strong that not only did men dmate social political and economic life of
- impetistothe movement for the uiplifient of women. " the society but the values also became male oriental. The need of the hour is that those

icularly in transplantation weeding and harvesting of paddy. Men and women are socially

. Themovenent fot the uplifinent of women was sporadic in nature in 19% century {*ho are in an advantageous position should came forward to help their co-partner who
 and no direct impact of this movement was felt in Assam. The women infact are in a]] ¢ underpowered. The first step in this connection is to empower themand make them
respects held in extreme degradation. The Purdah in the form of oroni or veil, penetrateq {nderstand their basic rights like political, social, legaland reproductive rights.
into the Assamese society. Another evil that made its appearance in the 19" century in the |

Assaimese society was the dowry septem. Women education in general was not encouraged, Their’sanall repeated saying educate aman and you educate an individual, (whereas)

In'a series of articles published in the Assam Bandha (1885-1886) , the exposure of ?ducateawomen and you educatea fomity
women to formal western education was totaly discouraged. However few Assamese | |
intellectuals like Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, Gunabhiram Baruah, Hem Chnadra Barual, |
Made on attempt to introduce certain progressive social reform in the society for the
improvement of the condition of women. !
' By the early years of the present century, the weakening of Indian women
crystallized into a definite women’s movement the period between 1904 to 1918 was g ‘;
great importance in the history of Indian women’s movement. The first ever women’s N
organization of Assam came into being on Debrugarh in 1915 by the name Bibrugarh, |
Mahila Samiti. Mahila Samitis were formed in different parts of Assam. ,
- - However women gradually stepped in the outside world from the confinement of
- home: Gandhiji’s visit to Assam in 1921 had also encouraged the female to came out fo,
the cause of the nations.
Therole played by the women of the Brahmaputra valley of Assam in the freedom movement
isastory of their devotion. Sacrifice and patriotism. They gave the lead to the vast mass of
energetic and confident women to come forward to participate in the movement. The
Assam Mahila Samittee emerged is this period as an action oriented and a reformatory
body. Inthe period 1930 and 1934 women took up publicity works, held meetings organized
Plbc;ssions, picketed liquor and foreign good shops. The majority of the women partici pants
in this phase were from rural background. In the 1935-39 period, the women of Assam
devoted themselves mainly to organizational and constanctive weeks The women of this
 region possibly surpassed all other women of the country in terms of their courage and
sacrifice in the 1942 upheaval, : i

40“

the economic sphere women of cultivating castes and communities worked in the filed,
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Castes and Tribes of Assam — A brief study

Dr. Malabika Bhattacharyya

- Asst Professor, Dept of Assamese

Assam is a land of composite culture. Waves of people belonging to different ethnic
groups have come to this fertile land from time immemorial. Thus, these diverse elements
make the colourful Assamese culture. According to the Assam District Gazettes (1 976)
“The functional classification of the tribes which is supposed to be the root of the caste.
system gradually gave way to a more fluid type of social setup and the rigidity of caste
distinction markedly receded with the passage of time, particularly during the last feyy
decades.” 1. So, it became difficult to make arigid account of caste and tribes. However.
Ihave tried here to give an idea of the salient features of some caste and tribes of Assamf
Brahmins : The Assamese Brahmins originally came from Mithila, Orissa, Benarag
and Kanauj. From 6% century A.D. the Brahmins settled in ancient Assam. But traditiong]
accounts indicate that long before the above mentioned date, Parasuram settled the Brahming
near Parasuram Kunda. The Brahmins of Assam, like other parts of our country, practice
Sandhya and Tapa. The “Upanayan” (the ceremony of the investiture of holy thread) is
strictly observed by Assamese Brahmins. In this connection P.C. Choudhury says that
Brahmins are “liberal in their outlook regarding occupations and in their observance of
other social laws. In fact the Brahmins of Assam have always followed a rather flexible
system, hot as strictly rigid as in other parts of India.” 2. The Brahmins constitute the
priestly section of Hindu society. They do not plough themselves. They maintain a family

deity. In Assam the Brahmin a family deity. In Assam the Brahmins are called ‘Bamun,’

Kayastha : The Kayasthas came to Assam from Mithila, Kanauj and Bengal. T jke
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Baryas : Bariyas are a peculiar caste of Assam. The term “Bariya’ comes from ‘Bor?’,
which means ‘widow’. It is said that, Bariyas are born from a Brahmin widow by a Sudra
husband. They are generally agriculturists.

Suts : The term ‘Sut” means the expounder of the Purans. It is believed that the sut was
also the son of a Brahimin widow. They are generally vaisnavas.

Yogis : Yogis claim that they are the descendants of Gorokshanatha, an incarnation of
‘Siva’. According to the Assam District Gazetters (1978) ‘In the ‘Ballalachaitam,”aSnaskrit
book supposed to be written in the 12 Century AD, we find mention of a sect of people,
who live on the banks of the Brahmaputra and were known as ‘Jungis.” They were drum,
beaters, whose descendants are still found in some parts of Assam and are known as .
Kendra Jogis (Yogis). Their original profession was drumbeating, palanguin bearing,
quackery, snake charming etc. The are now taken to agriculture,’® The Yogis are also
known as Naths. They have their own priests. With those priests they perform their rites.
They also wear the holy thread (Lagun) but it has a differences. During the Ahom rule they
were associated witht eh rearing of Pat Silk worm and spinning of Pat Silk thread. They
Yogis who live in Cachar follow the practice of burial but who are in the bank of Brahmaputra
Valley follow cremation.
Nadiyals, Jaluas or Kaivartas : Their main occupation is fishing. But some of them
have now taken to agriculture and other trades. Majority of them are the followers
of Vaisnavism. Now our constitution has included them among scheduled castes.
Besides them, there are many castes among the Assamese Hindus, such as Mali,

Brahmins, Kayasthas also observe some rites, such as Annaprasaha and Sudakarap, Kumar, Sonari, Hira, Napit, Dhoba etc. All of them are functional, (for example-Mali-
They also do not plough themselves. Mahapurasa Srimanta Sankardeva was a kayastp,, S2rdener, Kumar-Potter, Sonari-Goldsmith, Hira-Potter, Napit-Barbar, Dhaba-
Bhuyan. There are many satradhikar from Kayasthas. Washerman) S e

Kalitas : During the regin of King Dharampal (1095-1120), Kalitas came to Assapy There were some ruling dynasties of Assam at some period of history; they are the
from Upper India. Originally kalitas were the Kshatriyas. It is believed that they concealg( koches, the chutiy_as, the Bodo-Kacharis, the Maran, the Barahis and the Ahoms. All of
their caste fro fear of Parasuram. But, this traditional accounts was rejected by somge them are Mangoloids or Indo-Mongoloids. At present, they are included among the other
scholars of Assam. Some scholars of Assam describe that they are of Aryan Stock, 3 ut, backward classes. 2
Dr. Bani Kanta Kakati, the great scholar of Assam, shows that, Kalitas were original lya At the time of Ahom reign the Miris (or Mishings) came down to the plains and
class or phaid and not a professional caste. settled on the banks of the Brahmaputra and the Sovansiri rivers. The Miris are of
Keots : In the district of old Kamrup keots are generally called ‘Kumars’ means blacksmigp, Mongoloid stock. There are two endogamous groups of Miris, they are Bare Gam (twelve
This is their original occupation but now they have taken to agriculture and other tradeg, 2Mmes) and Dah Gam (1en Gams). Amongithe o endegamons Srompstheteiigices
Keots are caste Hindu. large number of minor groups.

1.Assam District Gazetters, Lakhimpur, Guwahati 1976, P. 227

2.Choudhury, P.C. —The History of Civilization of the people of Assam of the Twelfi}

Century A.D. Gauhati, 1966. P.-313.
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3.Assam District Gazetters, Lakhimpur, P-130. Assam District Gazetters, Nowgaon,
Guwabhati, 1978, P-115.
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- During different times, the Khamtis, the Phakials, the Aitomias, the Tumungs, the
Shyams (or Naras) and the Khamjangs have emigrated to Assam and mainly settled in
eastern parts of Assam.

Wealso find some Manipuris, singphos, Adis, Karbis (Mikirs), Garos and Nagas
in Assam. In Assam the Manipuris are all Vaisnavas, the Singphos are Buddhists, the
karbis arg either Christians, or Hindus. The Nagas settled in Dibrugarh and Sibsagar. The
Nagas who settled in are all Christians and those who settled in Sibasagar are Vaisnavas,
The Vaisnava Nagas are the disciples of Mayamara Satra. In the districts of old Darrang,
Kamirup and Goalpara, there are some Bhutiya villages. The villagers are Vaishavas and
they were disciples of sankardeva and Madhavadeva. There are also some Lalungs and
Hagms found in Assam, At present, they mainly live in Nagaon.

. There are also some Sikhs mAssam They came to Assam in the middle of the
17% century. They claim that, they are descendants of Guru Teg Bahadur. But they have
adopted Assamese language and culture and have become a part and parcel of greater
28 cultme and society. They have also established marital relationship w1thAssaane

paople ,

At the time of Bntlsh rule, the Marwaris, Panjabis and Bengalis began to come
and them permanently setfle here. Tea garden labourers were recruited from all parts of |
the country and how, they are an important element of Assamese population. Since the |

early part of 19® century the Nepalis began to came to Assam. Form that time onwards |

they have: mon,opohzed the dairy industry of Assam.

Thisisa very brief sketch of the Castes and Tribes of Assam. At present, all casteg
and tribes introduce themselves as Assamese people. It is how impossible to separate
them from Assamese culture and society.
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Peace and Unity in diversity during the relgn of

“Akbar the Great”

\ Nazneen Ara Rahman
- Asst. Professor
. History Department

Akbar was one of the most fascmatmg, romantic and interesting personality not
only of the history of India but of the world. Jalaluddin Mohammod Akbar was born on
October 15,A.D. 1543 at Amarkot in the palace of the Rajput ruler RanaVirshal who had
givenrefuge to Humayun and his family during his exile.

Akbar ascended the throne at the age of thirteen year only and the throne was
very insecure and unstable. He had to face troubles from the Afghans, the Mirzas 4fid his
own relatives. By his talent and administrative quality he was able to overcome all these
problems and became successful in making an united and peaceful India, during his regime.

Akbar was the first ruler in Medieval India to divorce religion from politics and lay
down the principal that the King was the father of all people irrespective of Cast, race or
religion.

¥ He thus revived the ancient Hindu ideal and made a conscious effort to bridge the
gulf between the ruler and the ruled.

Akbar’s concept of monarchy or sovereignty was not merely the outcome of his
imperial temperament or ambitions. It was fundamentally based on his redism, h’beraloutlook,
political acumenand benevolence.

Abul Fazl who thought Akbar to be anideal monarch wrote, “Though Kings posses
treasury, army servants, subjects and such other things, yet wise men dlstmgulsh atme
king froma selfish ruler.”

Bubar and Humayun followed no planned policy towards the Rajputs But Akbar
followed a planned policy towards the Rajputs.

Dr. V.A. Smith says, He was a born king of men with a rightful claim to be one of
the mightiest sovereign known to history.

He dreamt of united India. And by diplomacy or conquest, brought the whole of
northern India and a part south India under one government and one political system.
Almost all the ruler of medieval India wanted to make India an Islamic state. Akbar for the
first time established secular state in India. Though he was a follower of Muslim, Akbar

respected other religions.

Literaturc and Language :
It was due to the patronage of Akbar that, the Hindus and the Muslims came

nearer to each other and the Hindus began to take keen interest in Persian literature and
the Muslims began to learn Sanskrit.




Aklm eStab].iShed - . . . f 1 . :
the sacred Hindu books i:tZPGCIal translation department with the object of translatirg

Persian. As a result of the work of this department, th‘;
'ayan and Mahabharata, the parents and Atharvaveda were translated into Persia|

fvo beside patronising Persian scholars like Abul Fazl, Faizi, Chazali, also €xtendet|
tavours to Hindu poets and scholars, ‘

thwe Th“SHindl and Sanskrit developed side by with Persian. As a consequence ofal.

cach st the and Muslims became as so close to each other that they began to resped‘i
e ﬁ“,n . l?gganto respect each other’s custom and rites. The Hindus W‘?“ld oﬁel\\
WSKfO’hoyshrmw and the Muslims developed great respect for the Hindus saints.
a SOClal Reforms :
- Akbar always paid special attention for the welfare of his subjects. He alway
tried to remove the abuses of the society.

- Akbarwasagainst the social system of infanticide and abolished it. He abolishel
thesystem of child marriage. He encouraged widow remarriage. He tried to remove tit!
Systen of Sati. Due to his efforts the system of sati was largely declined. Thus no onf"x;
f"md any widow for sati, until she herself went to burn with her husband. He encourage! |
Inter-cast marriage, Akbar also gave freedom to those who believed in all religions. |

+ ., Forcible conversion was prohibited : S
1. Hedeclared that, 10 one should be forced to convert into Islam. Those Hindy'

who had adopted Islam due to tyranny of the Muslims, were allowed to re-adop

their Hindu religion again. Thus forcible conversion was prohibited.

Heabolished taxes imposed upon the Hindus, which were to him illegal.
. The Christians were given the freedom to ring bell in their church.

4. ~The prisoners of war were freed.
 Religious unity : : :

- Akbartotally hated religious bigotry Through he was a follower of Islam, but It

looked all religious with great respectand devotion. The significance of Akbar’s religiou
policy was policy was political rather than religious. His religious policy had been guidet
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by his political farsightedness. He had realised that true religion and fanaticism could no 'v
go together, Fanaticism was not a part of true religion and that all men are the children o

God and Hence equal,

 Thesixteen century was an age of enquiry in religion. Moreover he was born anf
reated l.lnderthe atmosphere of liberal sentiment. From the very beginning Akbar ws!
Qeeply interested in religion and philosophy. He was highly influenced by popular paint
like Kabir, Guru Nanak, Chaitaya who preached unity of Godhead and universs
) asthe findamental of true religion. They strongly denounced religious fanaticisn

v that existed among the people of various religions. Akbar was no way different from Kabit
GuruNanak, Chitanya and Chisti.
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The final stage in the evolution of his religious views was reached in 1582, when he
Promulgated a new religion, the Din-i-gllahi, or Devine Religion which he sought to make
anational religion. As a result of long discussion at Ibadatkhana had come to conclusion

that al] the religions were alike in their outer forms. _

So, Akbar having put together the general principles of various religion which
Would enable the Hindus as well as the Muslims to worship God at the same shrine witha
COmmon ritual. But the new religion was to philosophical to take hold of the people’s mind
and attached only few followers. ‘

“Akbar a firm believer in religious toleration, never attempted to force his religion

. Onhanyone. Hence it practically died with him.

L Y

Economic Unity:

Akbar wanted to bring economic unity. He imposed similar taxes in all places of
hiS empire.

Cultural Unity : C ‘

Akbar brought about fusion of Hindu-Muslim art and literature various branches
ofart like architecture, painting and music were nationalised. The magnificent building
Constrycted by the emperor contained both Hindu and Muslim elements Rather Hindu
Style is conspicuous in his buildings raised at Delhi, Agra and Fatehpur Sikri. Akbar also
developed a national school of painting.

Akbar’s ability : ~

Akbar was able person. He was very brave, courageous, dashing and bold. Though
he wag uneducated by coming into contact with scholars in different fields. He had acquired
Usefu] knowledge in philosophy, religion Besides he honoured his wives, allowed them to
follow their ownreligion. '

High Jobs to the Hindus :

To get a corporation of the Rajputs, Akbar gave important jobs to the Rajputs.
Todar Ma1, Bhagwan Das, Birbal all were given high jobs.

Akbar’s Rajput policy : :
: Akbar followed a liberal policy toward the Rajputs which turned the enemies into
ﬁ’?nds (Rajput’s equality of status with the Muslims strengthened the loyality of the Rajput
Chiefg, Leading Rajput generals and statesmen were given highest part honour, trust and
Fesponsibility in the kingdom. Today Mal was Akbar’s chief revenue minister. Akbar was
E‘Pl‘essed by chivatry, faithfulness, fighting skill etc. Of the Rajputs. He preferred to be
°nd with them inspite of making them enemies. He patronised leaming and learned persons.
€ Was very wise ruler.
job No discrimination in Govt. Jobs : Akbar did not follow any partiality in distributing
S among the Hindus and Muslims. Services were offered on the basis of merit among
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the Hindus and Muslims. Raja Man Singh was given a job which earned Rs. 5000/-
sometimes even he was inade commander in chief of the army Todar Mal was a Diwan. ‘
’ - Marriage alliance : 3

After the fall the of the port of Chittor a few Rajput ruler entered into matrimonial
alliance with him. It is wrong to say that Akbar married the Rajput princesses with a view
to humiliate the Rajputs. Prior to him the Muslim rulers had forced the Hindu and Rajput
~ ladies to marry them. On the contrary Akbar neither forced any Rajput rulers to enter into

* material alliance with him nor asked their princesses to accept Islam before marriying
them.

-, Akbar’s liberal policy towards the Hindus as well as the Rajputs, made him a
successful ruler. Akbar received several revolts from the Afghans, his relatives and the
Mirzas during the early period of his rule. So he wanted dependable allies from among
Indianpeople instead of depending upon foreigners. So the Hindus Rajputs therefore hig
good and best choice. Akbar was impressed by the loyality of the Hindu Rajput chiefs,
that is why the emperor was ready to give them facilities and they shed their life blood for
the services of the empire and the emperor.

Akbar for the first time established secular state in India. Though he was a follower
of Islam Akbar respected other religious. By diplomacy or conquest brought the whole of
northern India and a part of south India under one government and one political system_

He saw the vision of united India and worked hard to translate it into reality. He
was not satisfied by mere political unity, but desired to strengthen it by culture, social anq
economic it by cultural, Social and economic unity and if possible also by religious uniformity,
No monarch in this age was inspired by such ideals. He was first called as a Nationa]
Monarch by Mallison. Due to his great virtues, achievements and accomplishment’s Akbay
is considered as one among the greatest monarchs of the world. According to “Jawaharlg)
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